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PREFACE 


The  years  1  764  and  1  765  covered  by  the  material  of  this 
volume  mark  the  interval  between  the  Pontiac  Uprising  and 
the  preliminary  rumblings  of  the  coming  Revolution.  Sir  Jeffery 
Amherst  had  departed  for  England.  Thomas  Gage  had  become 
commander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America.  Johnson 
had  held  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Iroquois  in  allegiance  to  the 
English,  an  allegiance  that  was  to  continue  throughout  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  British  settlement  and  trade  were  moving 
westward  into  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  Through 
his  agents  and  the  commandants  of  the  various  military  posts, 
Johnson  was  winning  the  friendship  and  support  of  the  western 
Indians,  spreading  trade  and  settlements  into  the  valleys  of  the 
great  rivers,  and  building  the  foundations  of  a  potential  British 
empire  in  America.  The  period  following  the  French  and  Indian 
War  was  truly  a  time  of  constructive  effort. 

The  documents  in  this  volume  have  come  largely  from  the 
following  sources:  the  Indian  Records  in  the  Public  Archives  of 
Canada  (Canadian  Archives),  Ottawa,  which  account  for  nearly 
half  of  the  volume;  the  Gage  Papers  in  the  William  L.  Clements 
Library,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan;  fragmentary  manuscripts  of  the 
salvaged  Johnson  papers  in  the  New  York  State  Library,  not 
heretofore  published;  and  the  Gratz  Collection  and  Cadwalader 
Collection  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Smaller 
numbers  have  come  from  the  Dartmouth  College  Library,  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  New  York  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  the  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  New  York  Public  Library.  The  courtesy  and  helpfulness  of 
the  staffs  of  these  institutions  are  gratefully  acknowledged.  Other 
libraries  and  individuals  who  have  contributed  one  or  more  docu- 


ments  to  this  volume  receive  acknowledgement  in  the  footnotes, 
but  their  aid  is  likewise  highly  appreciated.  Some  documents 
have  been  reprinted  from  other  publications,  which  in  some  cases 
were  copied  from  the  Johnson  manuscripts  before  the  fire  of  1911. 

Volume  XI  parallels  a  part  of  Volume  IV  of  the  Sir  William 
Johnson  Papers  and  should  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
earlier  volume.  The  manuscripts  of  these  years  suffered  most 
grievously  in  the  disastrous  capitol  fire  of  1911,  and  therefore, 
more  than  in  previous  volumes,  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to 
reprint  the  damaged  documents,  even  in  fragmentary  form.  Yet 
it  is  with  particular  pleasure  that  we  announce  that  this  volume 
contains  much  hitherto  believed  to  be  lost. 

With  the  publication  of  volume  XI,  the  series  of  the  Johnson 
Papers  approaches  completion.  Volume  XII  will  complete  the 
second  chronological  series.  After  this  there  will  be  a  volume  of 
appendices  and  addenda,  and  eventually  an  index  to  the  entire 
series,  and  to  the  Johnson  papers  published  earlier  in  the  Docu¬ 
mentary  History  of  New  York  and  in  the  Documents  Relating  to 
Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  were  not  re¬ 
printed  in  the  present  series. 

As  noted  in  volume  X,  the  plans  for  this  and  the  next  volume, 
and  the  basic  collection  of  material,  were  made  by  Dr  A.  W. 
Lauber,  working  under  State  Historian  A.  C.  Flick.  The  editing 
of  this  volume  and  the  preparation  of  the  manuscript  for  publica¬ 
tion  has  been  done  by  Dr  Milton  W.  Hamilton,  Senior  Historian. 

Albert  B.  Corey 

Director,  Division  of  Archives  and  History 
and  State  Historian 


SIR  WILLIAM  JOHNSON  PAPERS 


FROM  JEAN  BAPTISTE  DE  COUAGNE 
Copy1 

Niagara,  Janry  4th,  1764. 
Sir: 

I  Have  the  Honor  to  acquaint  you  on  the  20th  of  Novr  I  got 
hear  from  the  Seneke  Castles  the  Chiefs  promised  me  that  they 
would  send  the  Horses  here.  The  Seneke  Indians  comes  in  evry 
Day,  brings  in  Bevers  and  Vennison  and  behaves  very  well,  as 
also  the  Missasagoes.  I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  if  any  thing 
happen  shall  inform  you,  so  conclude. 

Yr  most  hum1  Serv*  to  command 

De  Couagne 


FROM  JOHN  PENN 

A.  L.  S .2 

Philadelphia  5th.  January  1764. 
Sir: 

Since  my  writing  to  You  on  the  31st.  of  last  Month,  I  have 
had  Intelligence  that  the  Riotous  Parties,  which  I  then  informed 
You  had  murdered  all  the  Conestogoe  Indians,  are  again  assem¬ 
bling  themselves  in  much  greater  Numbers  on  the  frontiers,  and 
have  given  out  that  they  will  come  and  destroy  about  140  other 
friendly  Indians,  who  have  for  the  most  part  lived  several  Years 
at  Bethlehem  &  Nazareth,  and  have  been  lately  removed  into 
the  Neighbourhood  of  this  City,  for  their  better  Security.  But 
though  I  could  easily  have  afforded  them  a  sufficient  Protection, 
yet  I  chose  to  gratify  them  in  their  Desire  to  be  sent  to  You;  and 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  225 ;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  198;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9. 
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have  this  day  embraced  the  favorable  Opportunity  of  sending 
them  off  under  the  Convoy  of  Cap'.  Robinson’s  party  of  High¬ 
landers  now  on  their  March  to  New  York.1 

I  had  two  reasons  for  gratifying  these  Indians  in  their  Re¬ 
quest;  the  one  that  they  might  be  rendered  easy  in  their  Minds, 
and  the  Wighalousin  Indians  get  Home  to  their  Families,  who 
will  imagine  them  put  to  Death,  as  they  will  hear  of  what  has 
been  done  at  Lancaster;  the  other,  that  by  them,  you  may  have 
an  Opportunity  of  representing  this  violent  Outrage  as  done  in 
Defiance  of  Government,  and  that  I  have  issued  Proclamations, 
my  second  being  inclosed,  to  apprehend  and  bring  to  Justice  all 
that  are  concerned  in  those  barbarous  Murders.  —  I  have 
earnestly  pressed  the  Assembly  to  form  a  Bill  that  shall  put  it  in 
the  Power  of  the  Government  for  the  future  to  prevent  and  punish 
such  Enormities  as  these;  and  I  hope  they  will  think  it  now  high 
time  to  establish  a  proper  military  Law.  — 

I  am  with  great  regard 

Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

hble  Servant 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*. 

John  Penn 

INDORSED:2 

Philadelphia  Janr>\  5th.  1  764 


Govr.  Penns  Letters 
concerning  Indns.  — 

Record 

1  Pennsylvania  Colonial  Records,  9:1  1  1-12,  has  an  extra  sentence  here 
viz:  I  have  wrote  to  General  Gage  &  Governor  Colden,  to  desire  they 
will  be  pleased  to  give  directions  that  they  may  proceed  from  thence  with- 
our  molestation,  through  that  Government  till  they  shall  arrive  at  your 
House.” 

2  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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FROM  PETER  HASENCLEVER 

A.  L.  S. 

[New  York,  Jan.  6,  1764 ] 

Dear  Sir 

Having  none  of  your  agreeable  [ 

[  ]  this  to  wish  you  the  present  New  Y[  ] 

[  ]  Compleatly  Happy  &  Healthy,  with  [  ] 

[  ]  you  may  desire,  the  same  Wishes  [ 

[  ]  familly  to  whom  I  beg  to  present  my  [  ] 

[  ]  We  are  now  Since  8ber  without  a  [  ] 

]ects  are  due,  this  occasions  a  Sterility  in  [  ] 

]  entretain  ourselves,  with  those  objects  [  ] 

[  ]  America  afords.  The  great  Roder  [ 

]  the  Boston  People  have  made,  have  animated  [  ] 

]  iens  to  become  Oeconomists,  &  Manufacturers  [ 

]  Little  in  Pratic.  Last  night  was  the  time  appointed  ] 
[by  the  me]mbers  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Arts  &  Agricu¬ 
lture]  Separate  Comitte  of  Some  of  our  Reged  Pat  [ 

]  ,  to  Deliberate,  what  Sort  of  manufactures  [  ] 

]  shd,  &  what  Sort  of  goods  could  be  obmitt  [ 

]  England,  after  a  mature  Deliberation,  it  [ 

]  the  Linnen  Manufactury  Should  be  encouraged  [ 

]  Supra  fine  cloaths  Should  be  used,  &  only  Cl  [  ] 

[  ]  bought  at  25/NYC  yd.  in  the  Shops  Should  [  ] 

[  ]  ice 

[  ]  11  Sorts  of  Iron  Castings  Should  not  be  imp[ 

]  in  this  country  &  as  cheap  [  ] 

]  imported  as  it  could  be  m  [  ] 

]  tings  Should  be  encouraged,  &  none  [ 

]  of  no  great  Consequence  were  mentioned  ] 

|  hinder  the  importation  of  Loaf  Ref[ 

]  been  agreed  upon,  if  they  would  [  ] 

]  as  cheap  as  the  English;  &  it  is  [ 

]  will  rule  the  importation  of  goo  [  ] 
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]  manufactures  will  buy  where  he  [  ] 

Jments  are  Voluntary,  it  is  Laudable  [  ] 

]  promots  his  Interest,  &  that  Evry  Par[ 

[  ]ic  Welfare,  but  this  Country  is  not  [  ] 

]  tures.  Labour  is  to  high,  to  much  L  [ 

[  ]  Fabrics  is  to  ruin  the  landet  Interest  [  ] 

[  ]  resort  to  Towns,  &  the  land  will  lay  waste  [  ] 

[  ]  es  should  not  be  Established  then  in  Countrys  [  ] 

[  ]  People  then  what  can  be  employed  in  Agriculture  [ 

[  ]  that  the  present  zeal  to  Establish  Manufactures 

[  ]  nature,  &  Since  this  is  the  case  which  it  realy 

[  bejtter  to  advance  Some  Branches  of  Manufacture  [  J 
[  ]  fane  would  admit,  &  Say  nothing,  it  is  not  [ 

]  to  make  People  Uneasy  in  England,  wh  [ 

]  to  hurt  them :  This  country  is  in  Such  a  [ 

[  mutu]  all  Exchange  of  Comoditys  will  enrich  it  [ 

]  of  evry  one  to  endeavour  to  Cultivate  [ 

]  in  Exchange  for  our  wants,  bread  [  ] 

[  ]  which  is  now  verry  Dear.  Hemp  is  [ 

[pr]  odigeous  Consumption  of  [  ] 

[  ]  People  for  manufactures  [ 

[  ]re  improvd. 

[Gove]rnor  Sir  Henry  Moore  B‘  [ 

[  ]  of  part  of  the  200000  acres  Land  [ 

]  from  the  Onidas.  under  your  a[ 

]r  to  be  concernd  for  my  associates  [ 

[  ]  already  Carried  on  a  Settlement  on  th  [ 

]  which  I  purchasd,  I  begd  the  favour  [ 

]  our,  that  I  might  get  my  Lot,  anex  [ 

]  have  already  in  my  possession,  &  have  [  ] 

ve]  ry  Considerable  Expence,  &  Should  my  [ 

[  distance  from  thence,  it  would  ruin  my  project  [ 

]  to  others,  &  hinder  Upon  the  whole  Cultiv  [ation] 
]  therefore  it  is  my  Opinion — (Salvo  Meliori[ 

]  more  advantageous  for  the  Patentees  in  Gener[al  ] 
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]  portion  in  a  Lot  together,  particularly  Since  [ 

[  universally  good,  because  then  evry  One  can  form  a  [ 

]  Id  the  whole  be  devidet  into  Small  Lots,  it  will  [ 

[  ]  Lord  Holland  who  is  concernd  for  3/10,  Gen[  ] 

[ord]  Selves  %o,  Mr.  P.  Schyler  Vio  6c  myself  6c  associates] 
[  ]  Lord  Holland,  General  Gage  6c  Mr.  Scheyler  to  [ 

]  to  have  my  Share  behind  6c  anexd  to  the  Lan[d 
part]  icularly  Since  I  offer  to  take  4  or  5000  acres  [ 

]  favour  of  You  Sir  6c  Gen1  Gage.  I  h[  ] 

[  ]  me  the  same,  what  the  other  Gentlm  have  [  ] 

[  ]  a  Sinciere  Patriot  [  ] 

[  ]  of  the  Country,  will  [ 

[  will  lay  my  frinds  6c  myself  un  [der  ] 

[  ]  of  interest  which  engages  [  ] 

]  ,  then  to  have  my  land  to  gether  [  ~  ] 

[  ]  to  advance  its  Settlement  [  ] 

[  ]  already  Settled  a  Large  number  of  [  ] 

]  aim  is  not  unjust.  Sir  Henry  [ 

]  write  to  you  upon  this  Subject;  a  [  ] 

]  for  a  fourthnight.  I  write  this  [  ] 

]  Departur  of  the  Post.  I  am  [  ] 

T  ]  Consent  with  the  greatest  Respect  [  ] 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedi[ent 

humble  S  [ervant  ] 


Peter  Hasen  [clever] 

FROM  WILLIAM  EYRE 

L.  S } 

New  York  7th.  JanV.  1764. 

Dr.  Sr.  William 

The  Route  I  took  from  Niagara  prevented  me  from  seeing 
you  on  my  Return,  which  I  intended  if  that  had  not  taken  Place: 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Indeed  I  should  have  been  glad  particularly  at  this  troublesome 
Time,  to  have  the  Satisfaction  of  your  Thoughts  upon  Indian 
Matters ;  My  Politicks  in  Regard  to  these  Gentry  being  somewhat 
different  from  most  others,  so  much  so,  as  I  have  scarcely  met  with 
one  to  think  as  I  do  in  particular  Situations  relative  to  these 
Savages;  however  I  am  persuaded  we  must  alter  our  Way  of 
thinking,  and  act  differently  from  our  present  Plan,  or  there  will 
be  no  End  to  the  Insults  we  must  at  all  Times  be  subject  to, 
whenever  the  Indians  are  pleas’d,  with  or  without  Cause  to  be 
angry  with  us;  Give  me  Leave  to  tell  you  the  Ideas  I  have  con¬ 
ceiv’d  of  these  troublesome  Neighbours  of  ours,  and  the  Method 
we  should  take  according  to  my  Opinion  in  our  present  State  of 
Affairs ;  In  the  first  Place,  our  taking  Posts,  and  so  many  of  them 
far  advanc’d  amongst  the  Indians,  must  for  some  Centuries  put 
ourselves  in  their  Power,  when  they  are  pleas’d  to  take  up  the 
Hatchet,  Therefore  our  withdrawing  our  Posts,  is  the  only 
Safety  left  us;  by  acting  from  this,  we  give  less  Cause  of  Um¬ 
brage  to  the  Indians  to  quarrel  with  us,  if  they  do,  we  can  better 
support  these  Posts,  and  the  Enemy  will  have  the  further  to 
come  to  attack  them,  consequently  less  formidable  than  if  they 
were  in  their  own  Country,  as  they  could  not  in  this  Case  lay 
any  Time  before  them  with  any  Number  for  Want  of  Sub- 
sistance;  As  to  taking  our  Posts  by  Force,  its  plain  they  cannot; 
however  they  can  and  always  will,  be  able  more  or  less  to  cut 
off  the  Communication  to  them,  which  is  taking  them  in  Fact,  or 
rendering  them  useless;  Its  true  our  late  Commander  imagin’d 
that  the  Indians  could  not  cut  off  so  easily  our  Communication 
between  these  distant  Posts,  nor  did  he  think  they  would  dare 
attempt  it:  this  last  Summer  makes  this  Affair  very  plain;  he  at 
first,  after  they  were  surprised,  seem’d  determined  to  have  them 
all  reinstated;  This  Declaration  I  must  confess  to  you  astonish’d 
me,  being  within  myself  convinc’d  it  was  not  in  our  Power,  and 
tho’  it  was  possible  to  effect  it  by  Dint  of  Numbers,  and  that  at  a 
great  Expence,  as  well  as  the  Number  of  Lives  which  must  be 
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lost  upon  such  an  Undertaking;  how  could  we  after  this  go 
between  these  Posts,  when  at  War  with  the  Indians?  As  for 
Example  for  a  Party  to  go  between  Miamis  and  S'.  Josephs,  or 
Ouatanau1  upon  the  Wabash  River;  to  support  such  a  Commu¬ 
nication  would  require  an  Army  in  them  Woods,  and  tho’  it  was 
possible  to  maintain  one  there,  and  repulse  the  Indians  at  every 
Attack  they  would  make,  we  should  even  in  these  Victories  lose 
ten  Men  for  one,  nay  twenty  if  we  consider  Sickness  and  Acci¬ 
dents.  In  short  to  pretend  to  keep  Posts  in  these  distant  Places 
without  the  Consent  of  the  Indians,  or  without  having  them  by 
their  own  Desire  and  under  their  Protection,  I  consider  as  vain 
and  delusive ;  therefore  I  hope  such  a  Thing  will  never  be  under¬ 
taken  more.  You  will  perhaps  want  to  know  what  I  mean  by 
withdrawing  our  Posts,  it  is  this,  Niagara  at  most  should  be  my 
furthest  Post  in  that  Quarter,  and  I  think  Littleton  far  enough 
for  the  present  on  the  Ohio  Side,  until  that  Country  is  thicker 
inhabited;  The  Query  then  is  whether  we  shall  not  lose  a  great 
Deal  of  the  Indian  Trade  by  this  Method,  ’its  granted  we  may, 
tho’  not  likely  we  shall,  for  by  taking  such  Measures,  the 
Indians  in  this  Case  would  request  of  us  in  the  Strongest  Manner, 
that  we  would  send  our  People  to  Trade  with  them  in  their 
Country;  this  might  be  agreed  to,  but  not  upon  our  present  Plan, 
by  Way  of  Post;  if  any  went,  they  should  be  chosen  People, 
officers  we  shall  suppose  with  four  or  six  Men,  the  Officer  by 
Way  of  Magistrate  to  see  Justice  done  between  the  Indians  and 
the  Traders,  and  the  Men  only  to  assist  the  Officer  in  executing 
this  Trust,  and  to  go  Expresses  when  Occasion  requir’d:  By  this 
Means  we  may  keep  up  a  Trade  with  the  most  distant  Nations, 
retain  their  good  Opinion,  and  totally  prevent  any  Jealousy  of 
our  intending  them  any  Ill.  These  small  Settlements,  as  I  may 
call  them,  of  our  People  amongst  them,  by  their  own  Request, 
and  under  their  Protection  will  most  certainly  prevent  them  from 

1  Ouiattanon,  Wawiaghtonon,  near  present  Lafayette,  Indiana,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Tippecanoe  and  Wabash  Rivers. 
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hurting  any  of  them,  as  they  must  be  convinc’d,  it  can  only  tend 
to  their  own  Disadvantage,  as  in  the  first  Place  it  would  put  a 
Stop  to  any  Trade  that  Way  for  the  future,  so  that  the  killing  of 
a  few  Men,  cannot  effect  their  Cause,  and  can  only  create  to 
themselves  Enemies  without  any  Prospect  to  themselves  of  Good. 
I  have  for  near  three  Years  past  hinted  partly  what  I  now 
communicate  to  you,  to  our  General,  and  indeed  have  sent  Home 
my  Thoughts  to  some  Friends  there  on  this  Head. 

Of  late  I  have  wrote  to  England  more  fully  my  Thoughts  on 
these  Matters,  and  I  must  confess  to  you,  that  I  am  so  pre¬ 
possess’d  in  Favor  of  this  Scheme,  that  I  believe  that  none  but 
this  or  Something  of  this  Kind  will  keep  us  on  good  Terms  with 
the  Indians.  How  is  it  possible  to  pretend  to  take  Possession  in 
any  other  Way  of  the  Ilinois  Settlement,  which  is  twelve  or 
thirteen  hundred  Miles  up  the  Missisipi  River,  surrounded  with 
endless  Tribes  of  Indians.  As  we  increase  in  Numbers  on  this 
Continent,  its  easy  and  safe  to  advance  our  Settlements  in  Town¬ 
ships,  tho’  this  I  would  do  only  by  Cessions,  or  by  Purchase  of 
the  Lands,  to  prevent  the  Shadow  of  an  Excuse  for  the  Indians 
to  quarrel  with  us,  and  if  they  should,  by  settling  in  this  Manner, 
we  could  always  defend  ourselves,  and  in  a  little  Time  convince 
them  of  the  Vainess  of  their  Attempts.  Should  the  French  pre¬ 
tend  to  settle  any  Posts  in  any  of  these  Places,  it  would  be  easy 
to  revenge  the  Perfidy  by  attacking  New  Orleans  or  any  other 
Part  of  their  Dominions,  that  was  most  convenient.  However  I 
would  remove  every  Canadian  from  all  our  Posts  to  the  inhabited 
Part  of  Canada,  as  also  the  Priests,  to  prevent  their  doing 
Mischief;  I  wish  the  same  could  be  done  with  Respect  to  those 
at  the  Ilinois,  but  these  the  Indians  I  am  afraid  would  not  allow 
to  be  sent  from  thence  —  No  Doubt  but  it  will  be  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  erect  a  Fort  at  the  upper  End  of  the  River  Iberville  or 
somewhere  in  that  Neighbourhood  in  Order  to  have  a  respectable 
Post  to  command  the  Entrance  of  that  River,  as  also  the  Mis¬ 
sisipi  River  in  that  Part,  being  the  lowest  Place  on  the  Eastern 
Side  which  is  granted  us  by  Treaty:  Somewhere  there  abouts 


The  Indian  Uprising ,  1764-1765 


9 


I  do  presume  we  shall  think,  as  I  before  mention’d  to  fix  a  Post 
at,  and  perhaps  at  other  Places  in  that  Quarter.  These  Places  of 
Arms  we  may  hereafter  fix  upon  at  our  Leisure,  which  requires  to 
be  strong,  but  as  to  our  Frontier  Forts  towards  the  Indians,  they 
need  not  be  very  much  so,  as  Indians  from  the  Nature  of  their 
Attacks  can  never  be  very  formidable  in  these  Respects,  so  they 
can  easily  be  guarded  against;  All  that  will  be  necessary  in 
erecting  these  Posts  are,  to  make  them  of  such  Materials  as  will 
be  durable,  and  that  they  cannot  set  Fire  to,  by  Fire  Arrows  or 
any  other  Means.  I  am  very  apprehensive  for  the  Fate  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  should  there  be  a  high  Flood  there  this  Winter,  in  the 
Situation  it  now  is  in.  However  there  is  one  Consolation  the 
Government  has,  if  they  should  withdraw  our  Frontier  on  that 
Side,  is,  that  tho  Fort  Pitt  has  cost  so  much  Money,  it  is  now 
of  no  Value,  therefore  if  one  was  necessary  to  be  kept  up  there 
it  must  be  begun  in  another  Place,  therefore  no  Loss  to  remove 
it  nearer:  What  a  most  unhappy  and  expensive  Undertaking  the 
attacking  that  Part  of  this  Country  has  been  to  the  Crown:  The 
Works  alone  has  cost  more  Money  than  all  the  other  Forts  put 
together  in  this  Department;  but  this  Expence  is  a  mere  Trifle  to 
the  Article  of  the  Transportation  of  Provisions  and  warlike 
Stores  over  the  Mountains  to  that  unlucky  Fort;  but  what  need 
I  mention  these  Things  to  you,  who  must  have  had  various 
Accounts  of  these  Things  from  many  Hands.  I  shall  conclude 
in  requesting  you  will  do  me  the  Favor  to  let  me  know  your 
Sentiments  upon  the  present  Posture  of  Indian  Affairs,  as  they 
seem  now  to  wholly  engross  all  our  Attention,  and  most  cer¬ 
tainly  its  of  the  greatest  Consequence  what  Means  we  now  pur¬ 
sue  for  the  future  Repose  and  Peace  of  all  the  People  living  on 
the  Frontier  of  our  several  Colonies.  Your  Compliance  will 
much  oblige  me,  and  should  I  be  lucky  enough  to  think  as  you  do 
upon  these  Points,  will  doubtless  give  me  much  Satisfaction; 
however,  be  this  as  it  may,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  have  your 
Opinion  to  correct  mine.  And  be  assured  no  one  pays  greater 
Deference  to  you  than  I  do,  not  only  in  Respect  to  these  Matters, 
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but  in  every  Thing  else  wherein  you  chuse  to  offer  your  Senti¬ 
ments.  Believe  me  to  be,  Dr.  Sir  William, 

Your  Very  Sincere,  And  Affec*.  Friend, 

And  Most  Ob*,  humble  Servant 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 

Will:  Eyre1 2 

-Since  1  finish’d  My  Letter,  The  Packet  is  Arrived,  And  by  the 
Acc,s.  from  England  I  am  inform’d  there  is  as  much  ferment  in 
the  Minds  of  the  People  when  She  Came  Away,  as  ever;  I  have 
Letters  from  London  of  the  12th.  Nor.  the  15th.  this  Vessel 
Saild  from  Falmouth,  the  Parliament  Was  to  Meet  three  Days 
after  the  Date  of  My  Letters  from  thence,  when  it  was  expected 
there  Would  be  the  Devil  to  Pay.  the  Attorney  Gen5.  Resigning 
With  Charles  Townsend’s  fixing  himself  Steedyly  for  the  Oppo 
sition,  looks  as  if  they  Were  sure  of  carrying  their  Point,  indeed 
one  Side  must  be  Silenced  or  We  shall  have  no  Piece,  [nor]  & 
the  business  of  the  Nation  must  remain  undone  until  that  happy 
Period  happens.  I  find  My  friend  Sr.  Joseph  Yates  (Brother  to 
the  Late  Attorney  Gen1.)  [is]  was  expected  in  London  when 
the  Letters  came  from  thence.  I  could  wish  I  was  so  lucky  As 
to  be  there  to  Meet  Him.  Once  More 
Adiu  My  Dr.  Sr.  W“  ,  I  am  Always  Yours  — 

W:  E— 

14th.  Jany.  1764 

P :  S : 

My  Letter,  being  so  blotted  &  ill  wrote,  that  I  thought  it 
most  Prudent  to  get  it  Copied  in  order  that  You  Might  have  less 
trouble  in  reading  it  over  — 

INDORSED:3 

Janry.  7th.  1  764 — 


Co”.  Wm.  Eyres  letter 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Eyre  of  the  55th  regiment. 

2  From  this  point  written  in  Eyre’s  hand. 

3  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S 7 

New  York,  JarfK  &K  I7632 3  [ 1764 ]. 
Sir, 

I  have  only  just  Time  to  beg  the  Favor  of  you,  to  get  the 
inclosed  Dispatches  forwarded  to  Niagara  &  Detroit;  those  for 
Major  Gladwin*  are  Duplicates  of  Letters  sent  to  Fort  Pitt, 
where  Aaron  the  Mohawk,  &  another  Indian,  were  waiting,  to 
carry  them  to  the  Detroit;  from  whence  they  had  brought  letters 
concerning  the  overtures  made  by  those  savages.  I  have  left  all 
those  Matters  in  Major  Gladwin’s  hands,  as  He  will  be  best  able 
to  Judge  of  their  Sincerity.  And  have  authorized  him  to  close  with 
them,  till  Affairs  can  be  concluded  with  more  Formality. 

Major  Gladwin  tells  me  that  Daniel  the  Mohawk  would  make 
a  Trip  for  Him  this  Winter.  I  am  with  great  Regard 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Serv*. 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1.  —  Thos.  Gage 

INDORSED:4 

Janry.  8th.  1  764  — 


Genr1.  Gage’s  Letter 
w'\  Sundry  other  letters 
to  be  forwarded  — 


1  In  Detroit  Public  Library,  Burton  Collection.  There  is  a  contemporary 
copy  in  the  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  The  date  1763  is  an  inadvertent  error  of  the  writer. 

3  Major  Henry  Gladwin  of  the  80th  regiment,  who  succeeded  Captain 
Donald  Campbell  as  commandant  at  Detroit,  was  appointed  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sept.  1  7,  1  763. 

4  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy1 

Fort  George  New  York  Jany.  9th  1764. 

Dear  Sir 

Last  night  I  received  your  kind  &  oblidging  Letters  of  the  24th 
&  30th  of  last  Month  with  your  Sentiments  of  the  present  state 
of  Indian  Affairs  &  the  properest  method  to  be  pursued  with 
them.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  your  measures  have 
received  an  approbation  so  very  honourable  to  you.  It  is  a  mis¬ 
fortune  that  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  when  he  went  from  this  place  did 
not  seem  to  agree  in  the  same  Sentiments  with  you. 

Since  my  last  to  you  which  was  of  the  28th  of  last  Month  I 
have  received  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hallifax  dated  October 
19th 

in  which  I  have  received  the  following  Orders:  "I  am  there¬ 
fore  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty’s  Pleasure  that  you  earnestly 
recommend  it  in  his  Majesty’s  name  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Province  under  your  Government  forthwith  to  make  Pro¬ 
vision  for  enabling  you  to  call  out  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
Militia,  or  to  raise  such  a  reasonable  number  of  Troops  as  from 
the  actual  state  of  the  Indian  war  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  shall  think 
necessary,  and  to  employ  them  not  only  in  defending  &  pro¬ 
tecting  the  Lives  &  Properties  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  on  the 
frontiers  of  your  Government,  but  likewise  in  acting  offensively 
against  the  Indians  at  such  places  &  in  such  manner  as  the  said 
Commander  in  Cheif  shall  think  proper  &  direct.” 

I  wish  heartily  that  the  Chenessios  may  be  brought  to  such 
a  Submission  as  to  make  offensive  measures  against  them  unneces¬ 
sary. 

Since  I  had  wrote  so  far  I  received  a  Letter  from  Governor 
Pen  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  was  sending  a  number  of 
Indians  (about  140)  to  pass  through  this  Province  to  you.  As  I 

1  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876 
pp.  278-79. 
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am  told  there  is  a  Letter  from  him  to  you  in  the  Post  office,  I 
need  be  no  more  particular  than  only  to  inform  you  that  the 
Council  have  unanimously  advised  me  not  to  admit  them  to  come 
into  this  Province,  so  that  you  will  not  in  all  probability  be 
troubled  with  them  at  this  time. 

This  was  very  unexpected  to  me,  &  I  believe  to  the  General 
&  has  taken  up  so  much  of  my  time  till  late  this  night,  &  haveing 
stop’d  the  Post  to  inform  you  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Council, 
I  have  not  time  to  write  in  answer  to  any  other  parts  of  your 
Letter  than  what  I  have  done.  I  am  with  very  sincere  respect 
Sir,  &c. 


TO  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Jam 9.  10lh.  1764 
Sir 

On  my  requisition  of  an  officer  &  30  Men  to  accompany  me  to 
&  from  Niagra,  the  General  has  sent  me  an  order  to  take  them  as 
they  can  be  spared  from  Post  to  Post,  but  as  this  is  both  trouble¬ 
some  &  liable  to  disapointment  from  the  Weakness  of  the  Garri¬ 
sons,  I  have  wrote  him  that  I  shall  take  8  of  the  55th.  from  my 
own  garrison,  &  settle  about  the  remainder  with  You,  I  must  there¬ 
fore  desire  the  favour  of  You  to  enable  me  to  take  a  few  from 
each  Garrison  until  I  have  got  from  25  to  30  with  an  officer,  it 
is  necessary  I  should  have  a  guard  in  order  to  make  some  appear¬ 
ance  with  the  Indians,  but  more  so  for  my  own  Security,  as  many 
of  the  Straggleing  Delawares  Mississagaes  &ca.  who  all  know 
of  my  intended  Journey,  and  are  greatly  Irritated  against  me, 
might  be  induced  to  way  lay  me,  and  in  case  I  should  find  it 
necessary  to  go  in  a  Vessel  with  the  Hostages,  I  hope  one  of 
them  may  be  found  on  my  Arrival  at  Osswego.  — 

I  am  verry  Sorry  to  hear  of  your  Indisposition,  and  wish  you  a 


1  In  New  York  State  Library, 
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Speedy  recovery,  I  am  hopefull  of  Seeing  You  before  my  depar¬ 
ture,  will  be  on  the  1 4th.  Insh  — 

I  am 
Sir 

Y our  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

CoLL.  John  Bradstreet  Wm.  Johnson 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnsons 
Letter  to  C.  B.  — 


AN  AFFIDAVIT 

D.  S.1 


This  day  appeared  before  me  the  Honourable  Sir  William 
Johnson  Baronet  One  of  his  Majestys  Council  for  the  Province 
of  New  York,  Capt  Daniel  Claus  of  the  County  of  Albany  & 
Province  aforesaid  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan¬ 
gelists  of  Almighty  God  Deposeth  and  saith  that  he  the  said 
Dan1.  Claus  —  saw  Capt  Thomas  Butler  of  the  Mohocks 
Country  sign  Seal  &  Deliver  the  Within  Indenture,2  on  the  Day 
and  year  first  within  mentioned,  and  that  he  likewise  saw  Alex¬ 
ander  McKanny  sign  the  same  as  a  Witness  thereto  in  the 
presence  of  the  Deponent  and  of  Capt  Thos.  Butler,  on  the 
same  day  and  Year,  and  that  the  name  Daniel  Claus  Subscribed 
as  a  Witness  thereto,  was  Subscribed  by  the  Deponent  in  the 
presence  of  the  said  Thos.  Butler,  and  Alexr.  McKanny  on  the 
same  day  and  year  therein  mentioned. 


Dan  Claus 

Sworn  before  me  at  Johnson  hall 
the  14th  day  of  January  1764  — 

WM.  Johnson 


1  In  New  Y  ork  State  Library,  Abbott  Collection.  On  the  same  sheet 
as  the  indenture  of  1753. 

2  A  Deed  of  Land  by  Thomas  Butler  to  his  father,  Walter  Butler 
Jan.  1,  1753. 
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FROM  JOHN  STUART 
Copy1 2 

Charles  Town,  /6th  January,  1764. 

Sir: 

Since  my  last  of  1  Oth  December-  I  have  not  had  the  Pleasure 
of  hearing  from  you. 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  Information  about  the  Tusca- 
rora  Indians,  as  soon  as  I  do,  you  may  depend  on  its  being 
communicated  to  you. 

On  the  24th  ultimo  1 4  of  our  back  Settlers  upon  Long  Cane 
River  were  murdered,  and  we  have  since  found  out  by  seven 
Creeks,  who  for  some  Years  past  resided  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
The  Creeks  have  sent  me  a  Talk  upon  the  Occasion  and  disclaim 
the  Murder  and  the  Murderers,  who  say  they,  the  Cherokees 
ought  to  kill  to  show  their  Innocence.  I  have  sent  off  Talks  to  all 
the  Nations  within  my  District,  but  I  must  acquaint  you  that  in 
this  Department  every  Governor  acts  as  if  he  were  sole  Agent, 
they  will  hardly  be  directed  by  each  other  and  do  not  consult  me, 
so  that  it  is  odds  but  we  counteract  each  other;  this  requires  some 
Regulation. 

By  next  Opportunity  I  will  write  you  fully,  it  being  my  In¬ 
tention  to  keep  you  regularly  informed  of  the  Occurrences  within 
the  Department. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

John  Stuart3 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  230-31  ;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  199;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  In  Johnson  Papers,  10:950-52. 

3  Southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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TO  COMMANDING  OFFICER  OF  NEW  YORK  PROVINCIALS 
AT  GERMAN  FLATS 

Copy1 

Johnson  Hall,  Jany  1 9th,  1 764. 
Sir: 

As  some  Deputies  from  the  Senecas,  our  Enemies,  who  have 
been  here  with  a  Message  from  their  Nation  to  me,  are  now  re¬ 
turning  Home  and  being  probably  not  so  well  disposed  as  they 
pretend,  may  be  induced  to  do  some  Mischief  at  or  about  the 
German  Flatts,  these  are  therefore  to  desire  you  will  be  sufficiently 
on  your  guard  to  prevent  them,  and  in  Case  they  should  attempt 
Injury  the  Persons  or  Properties  of  the  Inhabitants  or  the 
Troops  under  your  Command,  you  will  immediately  seize  upon 
them  (taking  Care  that  none  escape)  and  send  them  down 
Prisoners  to  Albany,  under  a  strong  Guard,  sufficient  to  prevent 
them  from  getting  off. 

In  Case  you  find  it  necessary  to  take  this  Step  it  will  require 
the  utmost  Precaution  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  greater  Part 
of  them  from  escaping,  which  will  in  a  great  Measure  defeat  the 
Design  proposed  by  making  them  Prisoners. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  humble  Servt. 

P.S.  The  Inhabitants  will  enable  you  to  distinguish  the  Sene¬ 
cas,  who  are  upwards  of  20,  but  it  will  not  be  prudent  to  mention 
my  Name  as  the  Occasion  of  their  being  apprehended  at  this 
Juncture.  Should  any  of  the  Inhabitants  sell  them  any  Ammu¬ 
nition,  Clothing,  or  other  Necessaries,  you  will  immediately  give 
me  Notice  thereof,  and  also  prevent  them  for  the  Future  from 
trading  with  any  Indians  who  have  been  in  Arms  against  the 
English. 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  229-30;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  221  ;  the  draft  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 
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TO  JOHN  PENN 

Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall,  Jany  20th,  1764. 
Sir: 

I  Had  the  Favor  of  your  Letter  of  the  31st  ult.2 3  and  fifth 
of  this  inst.,"  together  with  the  Enclosures,  and  I  heartily  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  your  Arrival  to  your  Government,  wishing  that 
your  Appointment  may  prove  to  your  entire  Satisfaction. 

The  Steps  you  have  taken  to  discover  those  rash  Offenders 
were  certainly  very  judicious  as  well  as  highly  necessary  and 
I  am  hopefull  they  may  be  attended  with  Success  for  bringing 
them  to  Justice. 

I  apprehend  that  after  their  first  Offence  in  murdering  the 
6  Indians  at  Conestoga  their  mistaken  Resentment  would  have 
ended,  and  that  first  Act  was  sufficient  to  create  much  uneasiness 
amongst  all  the  Indians,  but  their  last  public  Insult  to  the  Laws 
and  the  Government  itself  certainly  demands  the  most  strict  En¬ 
quiry  as  well  as  the  severest  Punishment. 

You  may  be  assured  I  shall  use  every  Argument  with  the  Six 
Nations,  for  removing  the  unfavorable  Ideas  which  they  must 
certainly  entertain  of  such  a  Proceeding,  as  well  as  to  satisfy 
them  that  your  Government  highly  disapproves  of  it  and  will 
severely  punish  the  Offenders,  but  I  am  aware  of  their  Sentiments 
on  the  Subject  and  [am]  greatly  apprehensive  it  will  stagger  the 
Affections  of  the  5  hitherto  well  affected  Nations,  who  consider 
the  Indians  of  your  Government  as  connected  with  them  and 
under  their  Protection,  and  as  the  murdered  have  been  all  along 
peaceably  inclined,  the  friendly  Indians  in  these  Parts  may  be  in- 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  231-34;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  201  ;  the  draft  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

-Johnson  Papers,  4:  284-85,  also  printed  in  Pennsylvania  Colonial 
Records,  9: 1  05-06. 

3  Ante  pp.  1  -2. 
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duced  to  doubt  our  Faith  and  Sincerity  toward  themselves  from 
the  unhappy  Fate  of  our  late  Friends  in  Pennsilvania,  which  will 
cause  them  to  expect  the  same  Treatment  whenever  it  is  in  our 
Power  to  destroy  them.  This  I  fear  may  greatly  check  the  Ardor 
they  have  lately  expressed  to  me  of  assisting  us  against  our 
Enemies  and  even  spirit  up  many  to  obtain  Revenge  within  your 
Government. 

The  Threats  which  the  riotous  Parties  have  since  thrown  out, 
that  they  would  destroy  the  Indians  in  the  Neighborhood  and 
under  the  Protection  of  Philadelphia,  savors  so  much  of  Madness 
that  I  cannot  acc’t  for  them.  Your  gratifying  the  Indians  Request 
thereon  of  coming  to  me  must  therefore  appear  pleasing  to  them, 
but  I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  the  Council  “have  advised  him  not  to  admit  them  into 
this  Province.”  This  will  probably  prevent  me  from  seeing 
them,  and  I  heartily  wish  their  return  back  may  not  expose  them 
to  fresh  Insults,  which  would  certainly  occasion  a  general  De¬ 
fection. 

Several  Deputies  from  the  Enemy  Senecas  have  been  lately 
with  me  here,  making  some  friendly  Offers  of  Peace,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  nothing  but  a  good  Treatment  accompanied  with 
occasional  Favors  will  ever  ensure  a  lasting  Peace  from  the 
jealous  Sentiments  which  our  Enemies  entertain  of  the  English 
and  the  Presents  the  French  have  accustomed  them  to,  for  the 
Toleration  the  Indians  afforded  them  in  their  Country  insomuch 
that  any  future  Neglect  on  our  Parts  will  immediately  produce 
a  discontent  and  apprehension  of  our  Designs  which  will  inevit¬ 
ably  occasion  a  renewal  of  Hostilities,  so  that  a  Peace  made  with 
these  People  without  proper  subsequent  Steps  to  remove  these 
Jealousies  and  establish  a  good  Opinion  with  the  Indians  is 
always  liable  to  be  violated  to  the  great  Detriment  of  Trade  and 
the  certain  Destruction  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  w,h  their 
Dwellings,  and  the  Expence  in  which  the  Crown  must  be  in¬ 
volved  to  suppress  such  Devastations  will  certainly  am*  to  a  much 
greater  Sum  (indep*  of  the  Loss  the  Provinces  must  sustain) 
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than  would  conciliate  the  Affections  of  the  Inds  and  enable  us 
to  extend  our  Settlements  and  Trade  with  the  utmost  Security. 

I  heartily  wish  that  the  law  you  have  proposed  may  be  agreed 
to  by  the  Assembly,  as  it  appears  to  me  highly  necessary  and 
essential  as  well  as  to  the  Credit  as  the  Safety  of  the  Province. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem 
Sir,  Your  most  obed1  humble  Serv1 


FROM  JOSEPH  KNOX 

A.  L.  S. 


[  ] 


Niagara  20th  January  1764 


[  ]  drawn  on  You  in  favor  of  Mr. 

Shipboy  Merchf.  for  ye.  Amount  of 
[Lieut]  Col1.  Gladwins  Account  and  Cap'. 

Lehunt  which  I  hope  You 
will  Honor  and  his  Rec'.  Will  Be 

given  for  1  he  Saime  No  mor  [  ]  remains  Your  most  obed'. 

and  Ever  Homb!.  Servant 


Joseph  Knox 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy 1 

Fori  George,  New  York,  Jan.  23,  1764. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  shall  be  very  desirous  to  know  that  you  are  quite  recovered 
of  your  indisposition  you  complain  of.  It  would  be  a  wonder  to 
me  if  you  could  hold  out  under  the  fatigue  unavoidable  with 
Indians  without  complaining. 

The  humour  of  going  out  against  the  Indians  is  abated  or 
rather  quite  over.  I  did  not  encourage  it,  as  I  expected  nothing 
from  it,  tho’  I  did  not  [think]  proper  to  oppose  it. 


1  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876  pp  283- 

84. 
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I  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  your  Sentiments  in  relation  to 

the  Indian  Trade  in  every  point. 

You  certainly  may  commit  to  Jail  any  person  who  shall  sell 
Ammunition  to  any  Seneka  that  Nation  being  in  open  Hostility. 
It  is  comforting  and  succouring  his  Majesty  s  Enemy  s  which  is 
high  treason. 

The  Gentlemen  who  have  Commissions  both  in  the  Provincial 
Service  &  in  his  Majestys  Army  apply  for  lands  according  to 
their  rank  in  the  Army  only.  They  obtain  a  Certificat  from  the 
General  of  their  Rank  &  that  they  are  Reduced,  which  they 
deliver  to  me  with  a  Petition  for  a  grant  of  the  quantity  of  Land 
allotted  to  their  rank  by  the  King’s  Proclamation.  I  have  already 
received  Petitions  for  above  60  or  70,000  acres,  all  on  the  East 
side  of  Hudsons  River  between  that  &  Connecticut  River. 

It  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  serve  Mr.  Johnson,1 
every  one  who  Petitions  fixes  the  place  where  he  desires  &  in 
this  the  first  Petitioner  has  the  preference. 

This  is  all  at  present  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  1 2th  of  this 
month2 3  which  I  received  last  Night. 

The  Commissions  you  desired  in  your  former,  will  be  ready 
by  next  Post.  I  am  with  very  affectionate  Esteem  Sir  Yr 

TO  WILLIAM  EYRE 
Copy’' 

Johnson  Hall,  Jany  29th,  1764. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  Thank  you  for  your  interesting  Letter  of  the  7th  Inst.4  which 
I  would  have  sooner  answered  but  for  the  Business  in  wch.  I  have 

1  Lieutenant  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:287-90. 

3  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  234-37; 
draft  in  New  York  State  Library,  partly  destroyed  by  fire;  from  the 

"  a  f'w  corrections  have  been  ,„ade  in  ,he  copy. 
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been  engaged  for  this  Fortnight  past  with  a  large  Number  of  the 
5  Nations  and  some  Seneca  Deputies. 

It  would  have  given  me  much  Pleasure  to  have  seen  you  on 
your  Return  from  Niagara.  I  dispatched  a  Letter  in  answer  to 
yours,1 *  with  directions  that  it  might  be  left  at  Ontario  till  you 
came  back,  which  I  hope  you  received  altho’  I  understand  you 
did  not  return  by  that  Post. 

I  cannot  but  coincide  in  Opinion  with  you  on  the  greatest  Part 
of  what  you  have  mentioned  on  Indn  Affairs,  and  I  could  wish  for 
the  good  of  the  Public  that  every  Person  had  been  of  the  same 
way  of  thinking,  which  might  have  proved  a  means  of  preventing 
the  many  Losses  we  have  lately  felt. 

The  Causes  to  which  the  Defection  of  the  Indians  may  be 
attributed  are:  First.  Their  Jealousy  of  our  growing  power,  & 
occupancy  of  the  Outposts  where  they  neither  met  with  the  same 
Treatment  nor  reaped  any  of  the  Advantages  which  they  enjoyed 
in  the  Time  of  the  French. 

Secondly.  The  Reports  industriously  propagated  by  many  of 
the  French,  tending  to  set  our  Designs  in  the  most  odious  Light 
and  to  represent  the  Indians  as  being  on  the  Brink  of  being  en¬ 
slaved. 

It  will  not  appear  extraordinary  that  the  French  who  had  pur¬ 
chased  the  Ind3.  Favour  at  a  high  Price  should  obtain  Credit 
from  such  a  representation,  especially  when  there  were  but  too 
many  concurring  Circumstances  to  strengthen  the  belief  of  a 
People  naturally  credulous  and  jealous  of  their  Liberties.  The 
Indians  began  with  Remonstrances,  represented  many  Grievances 
&  demanded  redress.  Their  Complaints  I  communicated  from 
Time  to  Time  with  my  Sentiments  and  Apprehensions  thereon, 
but  the  inconsiderable  opinion  to  universally  entertained,  of 

1  Possibly  Johnson  to  Eyre  of  Jan.  19,  1764;  printed  in  Military 
Affairs  in  North  America,  1748-1765,  ed.  Stanley  Pargellis,  pp.  458-60, 

from  the  Cumberland  Papers  in  the  Royal  Archives  of  Windsor  Castle. 

It  is  nearly  identical  with  this  (if  not  a  misdated  copy),  and  hence  is  not 
printed  herewith. 
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their  small  Power  and  Abilities  occasioned  it  to  be  treated  with 
Neglect.  To  particularize  all  their  Complaints  would  exceed  the 
bounds  of  a  Letter ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  observe  that  I  declared 
it  as  my  Opinion,  that  the  Indians  should  not  be  totally  neglected, 
but  that  (after  redress  of  their  grievances)  we  should  cultivate 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  a  good  understanding  with  them,  at 
least  until  we  became  more  formidable  and  our  Frontiers  better 
established,  and  this  I  thought  we  could  effect  at  an  Expence  in¬ 
finitely  less  than  any  other  Method,  and  on  Principles  the  best 
adapted  for  securing  peace,  promoting  Trade,  and  encreasing  our 
Frontiers. 

The  Expence,  difficulty  and  Dangers  attending  other  Expe¬ 
dients  the  Stagnation  of  Trade,  destruction  of  our  Posts  and 
Frontiers,  and  the  small  Advantages  to  be  gained  by  a  War  with 
us,  are  now  obvious  to  most  People,  and  are  so  well  represented 
in  your  Letter  that  they  need  not  to  be  enlarged  upon. 

The  difficulty  &  even  Impossibility  of  securing  our  Communi¬ 
cations  or  maintaining  our  outposts  contrary  to  the  Indians  In¬ 
clinations  is  very  clear  to  me,  but  I  am  pretty  certain  we  can 
purchase  all  these  Advantages  and  secure  their  inclinations,  by  a 
proper  Treatment  which  will  gain  us  a  sufficient  Credit  with  them, 
and  awe  of  their  Country,  as  it  will  remove  all  their  Prejudices 
and  which  no  other  Steps  can  effect.  The  inland  small  Posts  don’t 
appear  to  me  very  necessary,  they  are  too  great  a  Temptation  to 
the  Inds  whenever  they  are  induced  to  Quarrel,  &  from  their  dis¬ 
tance  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  Succours  must  always  fall  into 
their  Hands.  The  same  Reasons  induce  me  to  think,  that  the 
persons  and  properties  of  Traders  would  be  safe  amongst  them, 
for  whilst  there  are  any  French  there,  they  will  certainly  thro’ 
Jealousy  promote  a  Quarrel,  and  even  were  there  none  there 
the  Expence  of  transporting  Goods  is  so  great,  that  they  must 
sell  at  a  Price  which  would  not  be  agreable  to  the  Indians  as 
well  as  be  guilty  of  many  frauds  not  in  the  Power  of  an  Officer 
to  discover  or  prevent.  Whereas,  the  Inds.  (who  think  little  of 
going  a  great  way  to  purchase  Necessaries)  wod.  find  them 
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cheaper  at  our  large  Posts,  and  the  Traders  would  be  less  ex¬ 
posed  to  Risque. 

Wherever  we  can  have  a  good  Communication  by  Water,  we 
might  tolerably  well  maintain  P osts,  and  if  some  small  Vessels 
are  kept  up  on  Lake  Erie,  Detroit,  or  even  M ichilimackinac  might 
be  kept  up,  the  latter  being  well  situated  for  drawing  down  the 
northern  Furs.  After  all  that  can  be  said,  we  shall  be  liable 
to  many  broils,  till  the  French  Inhabitants  &  Jesuits  are  re¬ 
moved,  the  latter  (being  no  longer  a  Society  in  France)  we  might 
very  well  appropriate  their  Lands  to  his  Majesty’s  Use.  I  dare 
say  they  would  be  sufficient  to  endow  a  Bishopric in  Canada, 
and  for  good  Missionaries,  and  I  imagine  an  Episcopal  founda¬ 
tion  in  that  Country  would  greatly  contribute  to  bring  over  the 
French  and  make  good  Subjects  of  them  in  Time. 

The  late  Offers  of  Peace  made  by  some  of  the  Nations  has 
been  greatly  promoted  by  the  Attachment  the  5  Nations,  Inds.  of 
Canada  &c.,  have  manifested  during  the  Course  of  the  War, 
which  makes  our  Enemies  dread  they  will  accompany  our  Troops 
against  them  in  the  Spring,  for  they  have  much  more  Reason  to 
fear  Indians  than  the  best  Troops  in  the  World. 

Indeed  the  beforementd  Nations  have  made  me  so  many  offers 
of  service  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  Sincerity,  and  I  am  now 
sending  out  a  Considerable  Party  of  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras 
who  I  hope  will  greatly  distress  our  Enemies,  as  well  as  convince 
them  that  we  are  not  without  Allies  of  their  own  sort.  This  will 
likewise  contribute  to  disunite  them,  a  Circumstance  too  important 
to  be  neglected. 

Whenever  the  present  unhappy  Trouble  shall  be  ended  by  an 
Accomodation,  I  trust  such  Measures  will  be  taken  at  Home  as 
may  ensure  a  lasting  peace  to  the  Northern  Colonies,  on  which 
Subject  I  have  lately  received  some  Letters  from  the  Lords  of 
Trade  expressing  his  Majesty’s  favourable  Sentiments  &  those 
of  their  Lordships  concerning  my  late  Representations. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Animosities  in  England 
have  not  subsided,  as  such  Party  Differences  must  greatly  preju- 
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dice  public  affairs  &  tend  to  divert  the  Attention  of  the  Ministry 
from  many  important  Objects  of  public  Concern. 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall,  Jan.  2-31 ,  1764. 

January  2d,  1764 

On  this  day  the  Chiefs  of  the  lower  Mohocks  met  at  Johnson 
Hall  on  Business,  when  assembled  in  Council,  Sir  William  made 
them  acquainted  with  what  had  passed  at  the  late  general  Meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Six  Nations,  they  being  then  in  the  Woods  on  their 
Hunt. _ They  then  returned  Sir  William  many  thanks  for  com¬ 

municating  what  passed  between  him,  and  the  Six  Nations,  and 
seemed  much  pleased  thereat,  particularly  at  his  telling  them  that 
the  Five  Nations  seemed  determined  to  punish  the  Shawanese, 
and  Delawares.  —  Abraham  their  Chief,  and  Speaker,  with  a 
Belt,  desired  Sir  William  to  give  attention  to  what  he  was  going 
to  say.  —  viz*. 


Brother. 

As  we  are  sensible  of  your  Regard  for  us,  and  of  your 
hearty  Endeavors  at  all  times  to  promote  Peace,  and  a  good 
Understanding  between  the  FCing  s  Subjects,  and  the  Indians, 
which  alone  has  hitherto  been  the  sole  means  of  this  part  of  the 
Country  being  preserved  by  your  keeping  the  several  Nations,  yet 
our  friends,  from  following  the  Example  of  the  rest,  in  order  to 
enable  you  to  continue  those  good  Purposes,  and  preserve  the 
Country  from  destruction,  we  shall  now  discover  to  you  a  piece 
of  Intelligence  lately  received  by  some  of  our  People  (two  of 
whom  are  now  present)  from  the  Onondaga,  called  Red  Head, 
and  a  Seneca,  called  Silverheels,  viz*  that  there  was  a  design, 
and  Scheme  laid  by  the  several  Nations  to  destroy  you,  and  the 
Mohock  River  Inhabitants  early  in  the  Spring  before  the  Snow 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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was  quite  off  the  Ground,  —  that  said  two  Indians  did  then  desire 
us  to  move  away  into  the  Woods  with  our  Women,  Children  and 
Effects.  —  they  further  added  that  in  order  to  put  their  Scheme 
into  Execution,  two  or  three  Indians  were  to  lodge  in  each 
house  who  were  to  murder  the  Families.  —  Sir  William  thanked 
them  for  the  Intelligence,  and  told  them  he  would  guard  against 
any  such  attempt,  and  defeat  their  Designs,  if  such  they  had.  — 

Same  day  two  Chenussios1  arrived  here  to  acquaint  Sir  William 
that  above  20  of  their  Nation  were  on  their  way  to  his  House, 
and  would  be  there  in  two  days.  - — - 

Sir  William  sent  them  immediately  back  with  a  String  of 
Wampum,  desiring  they  would  not  come  down  until  he  had  heard 
from  the  General,  which  he  expected  in  a  few  days.  — 

5th.  —  The  two  Chenussios  Messengers  whom  Sir  William  had 
dispatched  to  Stop  their  People  arrived  with  two  more,  and  told 
him  that  the  Chiefs  of  their  Nation  (being  this  side  of  Con- 
johare  Castle,  when  the  Messengers  met  them)  were  so  desirous 
to  deliver  him  what  they  were  charged  with,  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed,  and  would  be  here  as  tomorrow.  —  Yesterday 
above  thirty  Onondagas  from  Susquahanna  arrived  here,  also 
three  Oneidas  who  were  sent  to  acquaint  Sir  William  that  a 
good  many  of  their  Nation,  and  some  of  the  Tuscaroras  would 
be  with  him  in  two  or  three  days,  on  Business.  — 

10th.  —  The  Oneidas  to  the  Number  of  130,  and  25  Tuscaroras 
sent  their  Chiefs  to  Congratulate  Sir  William  on  his  Recovery 
from  his  late  Indisposition,  which  they  did  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner  when  W ad d or i  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum  condoled 
for  the  many  Losses  sustained  by  the  English  since  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  Hostilities.  — 

Sir  William  thanked  them  very  kindly,  and  told  them  that 
if  able,  he  would  Speak  to  them  the  next  day.  — 

Same  day  Sir  William  Sent  Addeinghquanorun  al.  Thomas 
an  Oneida  &  Sarrehoana  a  Conjahare  Sachim  with  a  Belt  of 


1  Principal  tribe  of  the  Senecas. 
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Wampum  to  Oghquagoe  desiring  them  once  more  to  collect  all 
those  living  along  the  Susquahannah  River  (who  have  not  been 
any  ways  concerned  in  the  present  Hostilities)  and  settle  them 
at  Oghquagoe,  or  thereabouts  until  the  troubles  were  over,  or  if 
they  chose  to  settle  at  Oneida  for  that  time  that  it  would  be  agree¬ 
able  to  him.  — 

A  Belt  black  &  white.  — 

P.  M.  The  Chenussio  Deputies  sent  to  know  when  Sir  Wm. 
would  be  ready  to  hear  what  they  were  charged  with;  to  which 
he  answered  by  Cap1.  Montour,  that  if  his  Health  would  admit, 
he  would  hear  them  the  next  day.  — 

1  1 ,h.  —  The  Chenussio  Deputies  were  sent  for  to  the  Room 
where  Sir  Wm.  lay  ill,  and  their  Speaker  Kanadyorah  addressed 
him  as  follows.  —  viz1. 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghijagey. 

We  are  sent  by  our  nation  to  let  you  know  that  they  are  de¬ 
sirous  of  Peace  now  with  you,  and  are  sorry  for  what  they  have 
done,  which  they  were  in  a  manner  forced  into  by  the  Western 
Indians,  who  determined  to  destroy  all  the  Posts  in  the  Indian 
Country  as  far  as  Oswego.  We  looking  upon  our  selves  in  danger 
both  ways,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Western  Indians,  if  we  did  not 
engage,  and  assist  them,  and  on  the  other  hand  as  our  Liberty, 
and  everything  dear  was  at  Stake  by  the  many  Forts  in  our 
Country,  determined  to  Stave  off  the  Evil,  or  dye  in  the 
Attempt.  —  if  you  will  now,  overlook  what  is  past,  we  shall 
live  friends  for  the  future.  — 

A  Belt  — 

1  o  which  Sir  William  answered.  — 

You  Deputies  of  Chenussio. 

Your  late  Conduct  has  been  so  vile,  and  unnatural  that  a  mere 
acknowledgement  thereof,  and  bare  Promise  of  Amendment  for 
the  time  to  come,  will  not,  I  am  certain  be  looked  upon  by  the 
General  as  any  Satisfaction;  wherefore  I  must  tell  you  that 
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unless  a  proper  Attonement  be  made  for  the  Blood  of  our 
People,  which  you  so  unjustly  Spilled,  the  General  will  take 
such  Revenge  as  the  Heniousness  of  the  Crime  deserves.  —  until 
that  is  done,  and  matters  properly  settled,  you  are  not  to  expect, 
or  think  of  receiving  the  least  favor  from  us,  nor  any  Trade  with 
our  People 

Kept  their  Belt  which  is  to  be  returned 

with  the  General’s  Answer  — 

1  7th.  —  Onoghsoghte  a  Seneca  Chief  with  20  others  from  Kana- 
dassegey  arrived  here,  and  delivered  to  Sir  Wm.  an  Englishman 
who  had  lived  in  that  Nation  near  two  Years,  and  then  told  him 
that  he  was  purposely  come  to  See  his  great  friend  Sir  William, 
and  to  hear  what  the  Chenussios  Should  Say,  as  he  much  doubted 
their  Sincerity,  they  having  declared  that  they  would  murder 
Sir  William  at  the  present  Meeting,  and  had  pitched  upon  two 
Men  for  that  purpose,  whom  he  then  named.  —  he  further 
added,  that  if  Sir  William  went  against  any  Nation  of  the 
Ottowas  &c  in  the  Spring,  he  would  with  three  men  Join  him.  — 
He  further  said  that  two  Deserters  from  Niagara  who  were  taken 
by  the  Chenussios,  when  Hunting,  on  being  asked  whether  War- 
raghijagey,  i.  e.  Sir  William  would  make  Peace  with  them,  or 
not,  they  answered  he  never  would,  but  that  he  laid  Plot  to  call 
all  the  Nations  early  in  the  Spring  to  a  Meeting,  by  which  time 
the  Army  would  be  in  Motion  to  cut  them  off.  — 

Sir  William  thanked  him  for  the  News  he  had  told  him,  as 
also  for  the  Offers  of  Service  he  had  made  him,  and  assured 
him  that  what  the  Deserters  had  told  the  Chenussios,  was  an  abso¬ 
lute  falsehood,  and  desired  they  would  not  credit  what  such 
Villains  reported.  — 

1 8th.  —  On  this  day  the  Chenussios  departed  without  a  Penn’orth 
of  any  kind  of  presents.  —  the  White  man  who  was  among  them 
having  made  off.  Sir  William  sent  Constables  after  him  to  appre¬ 
hend  him.  —  Same  day  the  Oneida,  and  Tuscarora  Chiefs 
being  met  Spoke  as  follows.  — 
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Present  — 

G:  Johnson  Esqr. 

Depy  Ag>.  [ 

John  Butler  Esqr. 

Interpr.  — 

Brother. — 

It  appears  to  us  of  Oneida,  Tuscarora,  and  Ganughsaragey 
that  the  Lord  appointed  this  day  for  the  good  Work  now  in  hand, 
and  we  thank  him  for  this  Opportunity  afforded  us  of  meeting 
together.  —  We  are  now  met  to  assure  you  of  our  late  firm 
Resolution  taken,  and  to  open  our  hearts,  and  Minds  to  you, 
which  as  Christians  we  look  upon  our  selves  under  an  Obligation 
to  do,  and  that  is  that  we  are  firmly  resolved,  and  determined 
as  long  as  we  live  to  abide  by  the  first  Engagements  entered 
into  by  our  Forefathers,  vizf.  to  be  of  one  mind,  one  Heart,  one 
Blood,  and  that  whoever  hirts  the  one,  the  other  was  to  feel, 
and  resent  it.  —  The  Reason  of  our  coming  to  this  Resolution,  is, 
the  little  knowledge  of  Christianity  we  have  acquired  from  you, 
and  we  look  upon  it  our  Duty  to  stand  by  those  from  whom  we 
received  so  great  a  Benefit,  rather  than  listen  to  those  Nations 
who  may  be  working  Evil,  and  disturbing  the  Peace  of  the 
Country :  and  be  assured  that  should  any  bad  Proposals  be  made 
to  us  by  any  Indian  Nation  whatever,  or  their  Ax  offered  to  us, 
we  will  not  accept  of  it,  but  tread  upon  it  with  Disdain,  and 
Should  anything  good  for  the  Benefit  of  us  all  be  proposed  by  the 
other  Nations,  we  will  hearken  to  it,  and  Join  in  it,  all  which 
you  Shall  without  Delay  be  made  acquainted  with,  as  we  shall 
conceal  nothing  good,  or  bad  from  you.  —  Brother,  we  once 
more  assure  you  that  we  are  all  firmly  determined  to  hold  fast 
the  Covenant  Chain  with  you,  and  to  Share  the  same  Fate  with 
you  be  it  what  it  will. 

Then  they  all  Stood  up,  wished  the  King  long  Life, 
and  Success,  Sir  Wm.  the  same,  and  all  shook  hands 
with  him  to  Confirm  what  they  had  said  and  gave  a 
Belt.  — 


1  In  margin  at  this  point. 


A  Belt.  — 
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Brother.  — 

As  we  have  Opened  our  Hearts  and  Minds  to  you,  and  let  you 
know  our  Resolutions  to  stand  by  our  Brethren  the  English,  we 
expect,  and  hope  that  you  will  protect  our  Possessions,  and  not 
suffer  any  of  our  Lands  to  be  taken  from  us;  to  which  end  we 
beg  that  you  will  give  us  a  Writing  that  may  be  kept  by  us,  and 
another  by  you,  which  may  prevent  any  Persons  from  Depriving 
us  of  the  Same:  then  we  shall  be  convinced  of  our  Brethern’s 
Uprightness,  and  Regard  for  us.  —  We  also  beg  that  there  may 
be  an  Interpreter  stationed  at  Fort  Stanwix  and  another  at  Fort 
Brewerton1  which  will  entirely  prevent  any  Disputes  arising 
between  our  Brethren,  and  us,  and  enable  us  to  give  the  com¬ 
manding  Officers  any  Intelligence  worth  his  knowing.  —  Lastly 
we  entreat  we  may  be  allowed  a  Smith  to  work  for  us  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  which  will  greatly  oblige  all  our  Nation.  —  Here 
Ended. 

desiring  to  have  their  Axes,  Arms,  and  other  Utensils  mended, 
wch.  was  Complied  with.  — 

20th.  —  The  Indians  again  Assembled. 

Present — Sir  William  Johnson  Bart. 

Guy  Johnson  Esquire  Depy  Ag*. 

John  Butler  Esqr.  Interpr.  — 

Sir  William  condoled  with  the  Oneidas  on  the  death  of  two 
of  their  People  lately  deceased,  and  covered  their  Graves  with 
black  Strouds,2  after  which  at  the  Indians  Request  he  appointed 
AriaWackka  to  be  a  chief  Warrior  of  the  Tribe  of  the  Turtle, 
and  AghsauOeatha  chief  Warrior  of  the  Tribe  of  the  Bear  in 
their  Nation,  after  which  he  addressed  them  as  follows  — 


1  At  the  outlet  of  Oneida  lake  in  present  Oswego  county. 

2  Stroud,  where  these  woolen  goods  were  made,  is  a  borough  of  Glou¬ 
cestershire  in  England  on  the  banks  of  Stroud  Water,  thirty  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Bristol.  It  was  then,  as  now,  the  center  of  the  woolen  manufactur¬ 
ing  industry  in  Gloucestershire. 
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Breth".  of  Oneida,  1  uscarora,  &  Ganughsaragey. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  what  you  last  declared  to  me  touching 
your  Resolutions,  and  friendship  for  your  Brethren  the  English. 
—  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  you  become  sensible  of  the 
Benefits  of  Christianity,  and  express  so  much  Gratitude  towards 
those  who  have  instructed  you  therein,  as  well  as  the  Obligation 
you  are  under  to  Stand  by  us  on  that  Account.  —  The  Great 
Spirit  who  delights  in  the  Conversion  of  the  Heathen,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  expect  that  you  attach  your  selves  strongly  to  those  People 
who  have  out  of  Compassion  for  your  Souls,  converted  you  to 
the  right  way,  and  he  will  assuredly  reward  your  Fidelity  to  us 
with  Supreme  Happiness  hereafter,  as  well  as  that  of  any  other 
Nation  who  convinced  of  the  Ignorance  in  which  they  have  lived, 
shall  speedily  embrace  the  Christian  Religion,  and  live  in  Peace, 
and  friendship  with  us  who  are  the  Followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
on  the  contrary  you  may  be  assured  he  will  severely  punish  all 
those  stubborn  People  who  shall  continue  in  their  Original  will- 
full  Ignorance,  and  without  Reason  make  War  upon  his  People, 
the  Professors  of  Christianity.  — 

From  you  who  have  wisely  embraced  our  Faith  much  there¬ 
fore  is  expected,  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  you  will  so  far  consider 
your  Interest  in  this  World  and  your  Happiness  in  the  next,  as 
never  to  forget  the  old  Agreement  entered  into  between  our 
People,  and  Yours,  but  Zealously,  and  unanimously  support  your 
Brethren  in  the  Punishment  of  those  perfidious  People,  who  con¬ 
trary  to  faith,  and  the  most  solemn  Treaties  have  engaged  us  in 
a  War  against  them.  —  I  therefore  exhort  you  to  be  unanimous 
in  your  Resolutions,  and  despise  (as  they  justly  deserve)  any 
evil  Proposals,  which  our  Enemies  may  make,  and  continue  to 
give  me  all  necessary  Information  of  their  evil  Designs,  as  well 
as  be  in  readiness  to  assist  your  Brethren  whenever  you  may  be 
called  upon  for  that  Purpose. - 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethern. - 

You  need  be  under  no  Apprehensions  concerning  your  Lands, 
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or  Possessions  after  what  I  have  lately  informed  you  of  his 
Majestys  Royal  Proclamation,  commanding  that  no  Lands  what¬ 
soever  should  be  taken  from  you,  nor  any  Purchase  attempted  to 
be  made,  but  with  your  Consents  in  a  publick  Meeting  of  each 
Nation;  and  as  I  am  getting  Copies  of  that  Proclamation, 
printed,1  so  soon  as  they  are  ready,  I  shall  send  one  to  your 
Nation  (as  well  as  to  the  rest)  for  your  satisfaction  on  that 
head. — 

As  a  Proof  of  my  Regard  for,  and  Attention  to  the  Interests 
of  all  well  disposed  Indians,  I  shall  take  what  you  say  concerning 
the  two  Interpreters,  into  Consideration,  and  shall  appoint  ‘such, 
if  proper  Persons  can  be  found  for  that  Service;  and  against 
the  Spring  I  shall  procure  a  Smith  as  you  desire,  for  all  which 
Indulgences  I  expect  you  will  approve  yourselves  deserving  by  a 
strict  Adherence  to  your  Promises.  — 

Sir  William  then  acquainted  them  in  the  most  favourable 
manner  of  the  Murder  of  the  Conostoga  Indians  by  some  Rash 
indiscreet  People,  at  which  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  was 
so  enraged,  that  the  Governor  thereof  Issued  a  Proclamation 
offering  £600.  for  the  apprehending  the  Ringleaders,  so  as  that 
they  might  be  brought  to  condign  Punishment,  thereby  to  prevent 
any  thing  of  that  kind  being  attempted  for  the  future.  —  After 
Sir  William  had  Ended  they  gave  several  Shouts  of  Approbation, 
then  returned  him  many  thanks  for  the  wholesome  advice  he 
gave  them,  also  for  the  Appointment  of  the  Warriors,  or  Chief¬ 
tains  Anawacka,  and  Aghsawetha,  the  former  of  the  Turtle,  the 
latter  of  of  the  Bear  Tribe.  — 

Sir  William,  after  giving  the  Chieftains  a  long  Discourse  on 
military  Matters,  particularly  concerning  the  Command  neces¬ 
sary  for  them  to  carry,  told  them  all  that  he  would  the  next  day 
give  the  Chieftains  the  proper  Marks  of  Distinction.  —  he  also 
recommended  to  the  young  men  a  proper  Subordination,  after 
which  he  gave  to  the  whole  a  small  Present  of  Clothing  against 

1  See  printed  document  in  Johnson  Papers,  1  0:976-85, 
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the  Severity  of  the  Season,  &  ordered  them  Rum  &c  &  then 
parted. 

23d.  —  Sir  William  called  the  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas  of  Ot- 
seningo  together,  and  after  telling  them  the  many  fruitless  Tryals 
he  had  made,  to  prevent  the  Indians  now  in  Arms,  taking  that 
rash  Step,  acquainted  them  he  was  now  determined  to  act  another 
part,  therefore  desired  that  all  those  who  were  friends  to  the 
English  along  the  River  Susquahannah  would  from  henceforth 
be  ready  to  act  the  part  he  should  desire  from  them,  and  that  in 
such  Case  they  would  always  be  esteemed  by  their  Brethern 

Gave  a  Warriors  Belt  — 
They  answered  immediately,  that  they  hoped  (from  their 
former  Conduct  during  the  War,  and  the  many  assurances  of 
their  Attachment  given  since)  Sir  William  had  not  any  doubt  of 
their  complying  with  whatever  he  should  require  of  them,  — 
then,  Sir  Wm.  ordered  them  some  Clothing,  a  little  Amunition 
&c  for  which  they  returned  many  thanks,  as  also  for  getting  their 
Arms,  Axes,  &c  repaired.  — 

24th.  —  Sir  William  sent  for  the  chief  Warriors,  and  Sachems 
of  Oneida  to  come  to  his  Room,  and  after  giving  them  all  the 
Admonition  he  thought  proper,  then  delivered  to  them  a  large 
Warrior’s  Belt  of  3300  Wampum  to  excite  them  to  War,  and  to 
enable  him  to  replace  Kanodack,  a  very  principal  Sachem,  and 
Warrior  of  Onondaga  for  whom  he  was  much  concerned.  —  they 
then  told  Sir  William  that  they  would  next  Morning  take  into 
Consideration  what  he  proposed  to  them,  and  desired  he  would 
allow  them  to  meet  privately  in  one  of  his  largest  Rooms,  which 
as  soon  as  agreed  to,  they  departed,  and  went  to  their  Quarters. — 

23th.  —  Sir  William  sent  three  Strings  of  Wampum  by  Onoghrio 
of  Karaghiyiadiro  to  acquaint  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Murder  of 
the  Conostoga  Indians,  lest  it  might  me  misrepresented  to  them. — 
After  giving  some  Clothing  to  four  of  them,  and  their  assuring 
him  of  their  delivering  the  Message  faithfully,  they  set  off  for 
the  Six  Nation  Country.  — 
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The  same  day,  the  Oneidas,  1  uscaroras,  and  Ganughsaragey' 
Indians  together  with  52  Warriors  met  in  Council,  and  after 
unanimously  agreeing  to  what  Sir  William  proposed  the  day 
before,  they  sent  for  him  to  hear  their  Answer,  which  was,  that 
they  all  had  heartily  agreed  to  his  Request,  and  would  as  soon 
as  they  got  home,  make  ready,  and  go  against  any  of  the  Enemy 
Indians  he  should  direct;  - —  then  they  took  up  the  War  Belt, 
which  they  had  painted  red,  and  feathered  for  that  Purpose,  and 
sung  their  War  Song  with  great  Spirits.  —  The  Oneida 
Speaker  first  begun  his  Dance,  and  every  Tribe  did  the  same, 
which  being  ended.  Sir  William  thanked  them  for  the  Attach¬ 
ment  shewn  thereby,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  agreed 
to  his  Request.  —  then  ordered  a  Barrell  of  Cyder,  and  a  Runlet 
of  Rum  to  their  Camp  to  drink  the  Kings  Health,  and  a  large 
Roll  of  Tobacco,  &  told  them  he  wd.  give  a  little  Clothing  for 
their  Women,  and  Children,  and  some  Ammunition  for  the 
Warriors,  —  and  parted  for  the  night. 

26th.  _  Sir  William  delivered  them  Clothing,  Paint,  Ammuni¬ 

tion  for  a  Party  of  one  Hundred,  who  were  to  go  out.  — 

27*,  &  28th.  —  They  spent  in  drinking,  and  feasting,  and  Danc¬ 
ing  their  War  Dance.  — 

29th,  _  They  delivered  in  their  Numbers  by  a  Parcel  of  red 

painted  Sticks  from  every  Tribe.  —  then  received  Provisions,  and 
Money  for  their  Journey,  and  set  off  acquainting  Sir  Wm.  that 
they  Expected  to  be  ready  to  proceed  against  one  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  or  Shawanese  Towns  in  12  days  time.  then  Six  Onon- 
dagas,  who  came  from  their  Nation,  waited  on  Sir  Wm.,  who 
after  delivenns  their  Message  he  ordered  them  some  Clothing, 
at  the  Same  time  telling  them,  he  expected  they  would  be  as 
ready  to  answer  his  Call  whenever  desired,  which  they  promised 
Sincerely.  —  Same  day,  two  Indians  arrived  who  were  sent 
by  above  100  Oqhquagoes  from  Cherry  Valley,  to  acquaint  Sir 
William  they  would  be  with  him  the  next  day.  — 

1  Kanasowaga  or  Kanaghseragy,  a  Tuscarora  castle.  See  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names,  pp.  110-11. 
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Same  day  Seven  Schoares  waited  on  Sir  William  about  Land 
affairs,  letting  him  know  at  the  same  time  that  they  had  appointed 
Joseph  al  AttreWaghti  a  young  man  to  be  their  Headman.  — 

Sir  Wm.  gave  them  Advice  concerning  their  Land,  which  satis¬ 
fied  them,  also  one  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamations,  thereby  to 
convince  them  of  the  Care  that  was  taken  of  their  Interest.  — 
Sir  Wm.  also  approved  of  the  Choice  they  had  made  of  a  Chief¬ 
tain,  to  whom  he  gave  a  proper  Lesson  on  the  Occasion,  and 
promised  the  usual  marks  of  Distinction  [on  the  Occasion J1  in  a 
few  days,  —  then  Ordered  them  some  Ammunition,  Paint, 
Liqour  &c  —  and  gave  them  an  Order  on  Major  Vander- 
Heydon2  of  Albany  for  Clothing  for  their  Women,  and  Children, 
also  some  Money  to  defray  their  Journey,  &  then  Parted. 

30th.  —  Four  Onondagas,  arrived  in  five  days  from  their  Castle, 
at  Johnson  Hall,  to  acquaint  Sir  William  that  they  came  to  him 
purposely  to  beg  that  he  would  Consider  their  Poverty,  being 
prevented  from  their  Hunting  for  some  time  past,  on  account  of 
the  Commotions  amongst  their  neighboring  Nations.  — 

Sir  Wm.  answered  them  he  was  allways  pleased  to  See  those 
who  were  firm  Friends  to  the  English,  and,  that,  as  he  was  sen¬ 
sible  of  the  truth  of  what  they  said,  and  not  doubting  of  their  act¬ 
ing  a  proper  part  when  called  upon,  he  would  consider  their 
present  Distress,  and  give  them  a  little  Clothing  — 

31st.  —  Sir  William  gave  them  Clothing,  &  an  Order  for  some 
Ammunition  &  then  parted.  — 

Same  day  the  Mohock  Sachims  to  the  Number  of  45  arrived 
here,  when  Sir  William  acquainted  them  with  what  had  passed 
between  him,  and  the  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras  &  Ganughsarageys, 
which  gave  them  all  much  pleasure,  and  Satisfaction.  —  He 
then  acquainted  them  of  the  murder  of  the  Conostogoe  Indians  in 
the  most  favorable  light,  at  which  they  were  much  concerned, 
imagening  it  would  be  their  own  fate  one  day,  or  another.  — 
Then  delivered  them  a  Belt  in  behalf  of  the  Oneidas,  T uscaroras, 
- 1 - - - — 

1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 

2  David  Van  Der  Heyden,  Albany  merchant  and  officer  of  the  Albany 
County  militia. 
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and  Ganughsarageys  desiring  they  would  leave  off  their  wicked 
doings,  such  as  listning  to  Wizards,  or  the  like,  and  live  like 
friends,  and  Christians  together,  as  they  now  resolved  to  do.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Lastly  Sir  William  desired  they  would  provide  two  good  trusty 
Indians  to  carry  Letters  to  Detroit  for  which  they  should  have 
1 00  Dollars.  —  They  Returned  Sir  William  thanks  for  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  what  had  passed  at  the  late  Meeting,  and 
promised  next  Tuesday  to  let  him  know  who  they  would  pitch 
upon  to  go  with  the  Letters  &c. — 

FROM  JOHN  R.  HANSEN 

Copy 1 

Schoharie,  Capt.  Thos.  Eckkers,  Feby  1st,  1764. 
Honoured  Sir: 

After  Lt.  Coll.  Van  Derhyden’s2  mustering  my  Men,  I  im¬ 
mediately  march’d  for  this  Place  where  I  arrived  with  my  Men 
28th  of  January,  and  have  proceeded  persuant  to  your  Order 
in  getting  the  Men  quartered  in  the  most  convenient  Manner  with 
the  Advice  of  the  Justices  and  Capts  of  Militia. 

I  have  since  sent  one  of  my  L,s  to  the  uppermost  Part  of 
Scohare  with  a  Command  of  16  Men,  which  was  judged  most 
necessary,  whom  I  have  order’d  to  be  station’d  in  the  best  Manner 
the  Situation  of  that  Part  would  permitt  off. 

The  remainder  34  Men  I  have  with  Advice  quartered  within 
a  Mile  hereabout,  if  there  shou’d  be  any  Occation  to  send  out 
Scouting  Parties  there’s  no  Possibility  of  getting  any  Snow  Shoes, 
at  this  Place,  if  they  shou’d  be  wanted. 

I  am,  Honoured  Sir, 

To  the  Honble  Yours  at  Command 

Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart. 

John  R.  Hansen.3 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  238;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  203;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  David  Vanderheyden  of  the  Albany  county  militia. 

3  John  R.  Hansen,  captain  of  a  militia  company. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall ,  Febry  3d.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  Excellencys  letter  of  the  23d. 
Ulto.  and  it  gives  me  no  small  Satisfaction  to  find  that  the  French 
are  to  cede  all  Louisiana,  to  the  King  of  Spain,  the  latter  will  be 
a  much  less  dangerous  Enemy  than  the  former,  and  have  less 
influence  over  the  Indians,  so  that  I  consider  the  news  of  ye. 
greatest  importance.  — 

I  am  now  makeing  up  a  large  party  to  go  against  Kanestio , 
which  is  a  numerous  Nest  of  Villains  composed  cheifly  of  Senecas, 
Shawanese,  &  a  few  Delawares,  when  the  Indians  are  once  en¬ 
tered,  it  will  inevitably  become  their  own  Quarrel,  and  effectually 
break  the  Union  wh.  alone  we  have  to  dread.  — 

The  Officers  &  Woodsmen  shall  be  imediately  procured,  I 
propose  haveing  a  Captn.  at  1 0s  Curcy.  and  a  Lieu*,  or  two  at  8s 
P  Diem  Each  (they  had  formerly  10s.  Str§.,  &  Lieuts.  5s)  and 
the  Woodsmen  at  4s  Currcy.  P  day,  finding  themselves  in  pro¬ 
vision,  Arms,  Snow-Shoes  &  everry  article  Amunition  excepted, 
for  which  I  must  apply  to  your  Excellency,  as  well  as  for  what 
ye.  Indians  will  necessarily  require,  it  being  too  great  an  Expence 
to  purchase  it  at  the  prices  of  this  Country.  — 

I  have  received  information  that  one  Lawrence  Blasius  a  Ger¬ 
man  Taylor  who  is  an  Inhabitant  of  Conajohare  has  persuaded 
two  Young  Indians  of  that  place  to  go  with  him  to  England,  and 
they  are  now  in  New  York,  on  which  Acctt.  ye.  Indians  have 
complained  to  me  requesting  they  may  by  all  means  be  prevented 
from  going,  as  they  apprehend,  &  I  beleive  rightly  that  ’tis  a 
design  of  one  George  Klock  who  has  already  bred  great  dis- 
trubance  amongst  them  by  forming  Parties  &  seduceing  them  to 
give  private  Grants  of  Lands.  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  w*.  is 
best  to  be  done  in  that  case.  — 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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Whilst  Mr.  Croghan  resided  at  Fort  Pitt  all  the  Accompts  in 
that  Quarter  were  sent  by  him  to  the  General,  so  that  I  was  at  a 
loss  from  whom  I  should  receive  Vouchers,  but  shall  now  write 
about  those  of  Mr.  Mc.Keex  as  You  direct,  altho  the  People  to 
whom  the  Money  is  due  must  be  a  long  while  out  of  it,  before 
we  hear  from  the  Detroit.  — 

In  my  last  I  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  Some  Matters  in 
case  of  an  Accommodation  wY  the  Indians  and  I  heartily  wish 
they  may  in  some  measure  correspond  with  your  Sentiments  on 
that  Subject.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
&  most  Plumble  Servant 

His  Excellency  Genrl.  Gage  — 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

Febry.  3d.  1 764. 

received  FebA  1  1 th.  — 
answd.  — 


AN  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy2 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  1-4,  1764] 

February  1st.  — 

Eighty  four  Oghquagoes  with  their  Chiefs  arrived  here,  when 
they  came  into  the  Council  Room,  Adam  their  chief  Sachim  con¬ 
gratulated  Sir  William  on  his  Recovery  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  assuring  him  that  on  their  being  told  by  the  Messengers 


1  Alexander  McKee,  assistant  deputy  at  Fort  Pitt. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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he  sent  to  their  Country  of  his  Indisposition,  they  were  quite 
down  cast,  and  disheartned,  as  his  Death  would  be  the  greatest 
Loss  to  them,  and  ail  the  Nations  in  their  Alliance  for  many 
reasons  which  they  gave.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Then  said  Speaker  with  the  Strings  condoled  our  several 
Losses  since  the  Commencem1.  Hostilities,  and  wiped  away  all 
the  Blood  which  had  stained  their  Council  Room  here  &c  — 

3  Strings.  — 

2d.  &  3d.  —  Thomas  King  with  above  arrived  here,  went  into 
the  Council  Room,  and  performed  the  same  Ceremony  in  the  most 
friendly  manner,  after  which  they  received  Provisions,  &  went 
to  their  Camp. 

4th.  —  Sir  William  sent  for  all  the  Indians,  and  when  met  in 
Council,  he  returned  them  thanks  for  their  friendly,  and  hearty 
Congratulations,  &c.  — 

Gave  three  Strings.  — 

Sir  William,  then  acquainted  them  with  the  Murder  of  the 
Conosioga  Indians  in  the  most  favorable  manner  he  could,  and 
with  a  large  black  Belt  of  Wampum  covered  their  Graves,  and 
removed  their  Grief,  which  being  over,  he  told  them  he  was  ready 
to  hear  what  they  had  to  offer,  on  which  Adam,  al  AddyngK- 
kah'  norum,  chief  Sachim  of  Oghquago,  spoke  as  follows 


Brothr.  Gorah  Warraghijagey. 

Please  to  give  attention  to  what  we  are  going  to  say.  —  We 
shall  begin  from  the  time  we  received  your  Belt,  desiring  us  to 
keep  a  good  Look  out,  and  watch  the  Enemies  Motions.  On 
their  arrival,  we  the  Sachims  assembled,  and  took  the  proper 
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Steps  for  that  Purpose,  and  missed  no  Opportunity  of  acquainting 
you  with  all  the  News  we  could  learn  of  the  Enemies  Designs, 
which  we  hope  proved  of  Use  to  you.  —  Latterly,  our  Bretheren 
the  Nanticokes  called  us  to  a  Meeting  at  their  Place  Otseningo,1 
which  gave  us  much  Pleasure,  expecting  something  good  from 
the  Result  thereof.  —  On  our  Journey  thither  we  met  a  Party 
of  Warriors  returning  from  the  Inhabitants,  viz*.  6  Onondagas, 
and  5  Cayugas  from  Chughnut,2  and  Otseningo,  to  whom  we 
spoke,  and  desired  that  they  would  leave  off  such  wicked  Doings 
for  the  future,  as  it  was  determined  upon  by  their  Nations.  — 
When  we  came  to  the  Meeting,  the  Nanticoks  spoke  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  and  told  us  the  reason  of  their  calling  us  there, 
was  to  consider  of  proper  Persons  to  accompany  the  Onondagas 
&c  to  England,  —  also  to  consider  of  a  proper  place  for  the  Wia- 
loosing  Indians  to  settle,  they  being  at  present  in  the  way  of  the 
Enemy,  which  gave  concern  lest  any  thing  bad  should  befall 
them:  —  they  therefore  agreed  to  settle  them  at  Chughnut  &c, 
so  as  to  be  nearer  to  them,  and  out  of  the  way  of  Temptation,  as 
well  as  danger.  —  At  said  Meeting  Erka  Raokare,  a  Cayuga, 
who  was  out  with  a  Party  against  the  English,  made  an  Ac¬ 
knowledgement  of  his  Error,  —  said  that  the  Devil  got  the  better 
of  him,  and  that  he  was  now  heartily  sorry  for  what  he  had  done, 
and  begged,  they,  the  other  Nations  would  forgive  him,  and 
plead  his  Excuse  to  his  Brethren  the  English,  to  which  they 
answered  that  it  would  come  with  more  Propriety  from  him¬ 
self.  — 

Then  returned  Sir  William’s  Belt. 

Brother.  — 

On  receiving  your  last  Belt,  and  Message  sent  us  by  a  Mohock 
&  Oneida  Indian,  desiring  us  to  remove  from  the  Neighbourhood 
of  those  bad  People  who  were  near  us,  we  were  then  just 
ready  to  set  off  for  your  House,  and  we  gave  it  in  charge  to  the 


1  Chenango,  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

2  An  Indian  village  on  the  Susquehanna  river  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 
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Onondaga  our  neighbour  to  follow  your  Directions,  and  desired 
that  they  would  go  round  all  the  Settlements  in  them  parts,  and 
tell  all  those  who  were  friends  to  the  English,  to  remove,  and 
come  up  the  River  higher  amongst  the  well  disposed,  which  he 
promised  us  he  would  do,  and  we  now  hear  he  is  coming  with 
a  great  number  to  you.  —  Amongst  the  rest,  some  who  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  commencing  Hostilities,  are  now  disposed  to  Repent,  ana 
ask  Forgiveness,  namely,  a  few  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas,  who, 
once,  went  out  to  Revenge  the  Loss  of  some  of  their  Nation  killed 
last  Summer,  back  of  Virginia.  — 

Brother.  — 

V/e  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  great  Regard  you  have 
shewn  for  our  Safety,  by  advising  us  to  remove  at  this  trouble¬ 
some  time  to  our  friends  at  Oneida,  where  we  would  not  be  so 
much  exposed  to  the  Resentment  of  your,  and  our  Enemies.  — 
We  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  same,  and  beg  you  will 
not  take  amiss  our  not  complying  therewith.  —  Our  Reasons 
are  these.  Should  we  remove  now,  we  must  leave  every  thing 
behind  us  to  the  Mercy  of  an  incensed  foolish  People,  who,  as 
they  look  upon  us  entirely  in  your  Interest,  and  daily  charge  us 
with  it,  doubtless  would  immediately  destroy  our  Settlement, 
Cattle,  Grain  &c,  so  that  when  the  troubles  were  over,  we  should 
Return  naked,  and  destitute  of  every  Comfort,  which  by  our 
Industry,  we  now  enjoy,  for  the  above  mentioned  reasons  we 
do  not  think  it  prudent  to  quit  our  Place,  which  is  dear  to  those 
who  were  born  there,  and  whose  friends  lye  there.  —  Thus  cir¬ 
cumstanced,  and  being  determined  to  stand  by  you,  we  have  to 
beg  our  Brother,  that  he  would  afford  us  some  Protection  where 
we  are,  such  as  Building  us  a  little  Fort  —  some  men  to  cover 
our  old  People,  and  Children,  whilst  our  Young  Men  are  against 
our  Enemies.  —  this  Request  we  hope  you  will  not  think  un¬ 
reasonable,  as  we  have  been  allways  your  firm  friends,  and  in¬ 
tend  ever  to  continue  such.  —  Should  our  Request  meet  with 
Compliance,  we  would  in  such  case  beg  to  have  People  from 
Schohare ,  and  Cherry  Valley,  with  whom  we  are  acquainted. 
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posted  there;  —  Indeed,  Brother,  we  are  of  Opinion,  that  our 
Place  should  rather  be  kept  up,  &  secured,  than  abandoned,  as  it 
is  a  good  Barrier  to  Scohare,  Cherry  Valley,  and  the  Mohock 
River;  how’er  should  our  Request  be  thought  improper,  and  you 
still  insist  on  our  removing  to  Oneida,  we  shall  comply,  although 
it  will  be  a  great  Loss  to  us,  and,  indeed,  what  we  never  ex¬ 
pected.  —  We  submit  the  whole  to  you,  being  determined  to  live, 
and  dye  Friends.  — 

A  Belt- 

Brother.  — 

We  with  pleasure  acquaint  you  that  our  Warriors  have 
lately  spoke  to  us  their  Sachims  with  these  Strings  as  follows, 
viz1.  —  Sachims  &  Chiefs,  —  Your  Example  of  Piety  has  en¬ 
tirely,  reclaimed  us,  insomuch,  that  we  are  to  assure  you  we  shall 
quit  the  immoderate  use  of  Liquor,  and  other  Vices,  and  be  en¬ 
tirely  directed  by  your  Councils,  and  as  we  know  that  you  are 
firmly  attached  to  our  Brethren  the  English,  you  may  now  com¬ 
mand  us  to  act  such  a  Part,  as  will  be  agreeable  to  them,  and  you 
Shall  find  us  ready  at  a  Word.  — 

Four  Strings.  — 

Brother.  — 

With  this  Belt,  our  Women  spoke  as  follows  to  our  Warriors 
—  Brethren,  Friends,  &  Warriors,  —  We,  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  have  heard  your  Resolutions,  for  which  we  return  you 
our  hearty  thanks,  and  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  a  strict 
Observance  of  them.  —  We,  on  our  parts  give  up  our  Children, 
Husbands,  Brothers  &c  for  ever  to  the  Disposal  of  our  Brother , 
and  friend  Warraghijagey,  and  hope  they  will  be  ever  ready 
to  follow,  and  observe  his  directions,  and  shall  conclude  with 
desiring  that,  when  he  sends  you  on  Service,  you  will  exert 
yourselves,  and  act  like  Men,  and  true  Brothers.  —  Their  Num¬ 
ber  is,  in  all,  1 62.  — 


A  Belt.  — 
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Isaac  the  Minister  spoke  with  a  Belt  as  follows  —  viz*. 
Brother.  — 

The  King,  on  seeing  some  of  the  Indian  Speeches  which  were 
sent  to  him  formerly,  thought  well  of  them,  and  considered,  that 
if  the  Indians  had  the  advantage  of  Letters,  they  would  be  a 
wiser,  and  better  People,  on  which  he  encouraged  it  by  sending  a 
Missionary  to  the  Mohocks,  who  were  the  first  who  began  to  learn 
Letters,  and  Religion.  —  his  Majestys  Regard  for  the  Souls  of 
the  ignorant  Indians  gave  me,  and  all  the  well  disposed  the 
greatest  pleasure,  and  filled  us  with  Gratitude  for  so  much  good¬ 
ness  shewn  to  us.  —  I  made  it  my  Business,  as  soon  as  I  had  an 
Opportunity,  to  learn  Letters,  and  as  much  of  the  Christian 
Religion,  as  I  possibly  could,  and  have  endeavored  all  in  my 
power  to  spread  it  amongst  our  People.  The  Success  I  have  had, 
gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  which,  added  to  your  opening 
the  Road  of  Peace,  and  Welfare,  gave  me  so  much  Comfort,  in 
our  having  an  Opportunity  of  improvement  of  Soul,  and  Body, 
particularly,  as  you  then  appointed  proper  Men  to  manage  our 
worldly  affairs  also.  —  in  my  Labours  I  find  much  difficulty, 
as  many  who  are  Babtized,  and  profess  themselves  Christians, 
still  follow  Evil,  and  the  Path  to  Heaven  seems  so  shut  up  to 
them,  that  they  do  not  regard  the  Ten  Commandments.  —  I 
am  now  come  along  with  those  whom  I  instruct,  to  see  that  they 
behave  well,  and  Shall  do  the  same  as  they  return,  and  shall  en¬ 
deavor  to  reclaim  them  as  long  as  I  live;  for  I  am  determined 
to  follow  the  Words  of  Jesus  Christ  as  near  as  I  can,  which  are, 
that  we  should  instruct  the  Ignorant  agreeable  to  his  Word,  not 
exceed  it,  nor  fall  short  of  it,  nor  alter  it,  which  if  we  did,  we 
should  suffer,  but  as  one  Person  may  not  be  able  to  perform  the 
necessary  Duties,  we  think  proper  to  appoint  these  four  anew,  in 
order  to  try  which  is  the  properest,  and  best  qualified  for  that 
Service.  —  (Then  presented  them  to  Sir  William,  also  two 
Preachers,  —  then  Quoted  some  parts  of  Scripture,  and  said  he 
had  no  mercenary  Views  as  most  of  them  have)”  then  added. 
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that  it  gave  him,  and  the  Sachims  great  Concern  to  hear  of  their 
People  coming  so  often  to  trouble  Sir  Wm.  without  their  knowl¬ 
edge,  wherefore  desired  him  to  give  them  a  Signal,  such  as  a 
written  Paper  with  his  Seal  affixed  thereto,  which  their  Chief 
would  keep  and  only  send  it  when  any  Person,  or  Persons  were 
by  the  Consent  of  their  Councellors  sent  on  Business,  which  would 
be  a  means  of  preventing  Impositions.  —  he  then  declared  on 
behalf  of  all  the  Sachims,  that  several  Irregularities  committed  at 
timps,  v/ere  done  without  knowledge,  or  Approbation.  —  then 
concluded  with  returning  thanks  for  the  Instruction  afforded  them, 
and  hope  he  wd.  Continue  gratefull  for  so  great  a  Good. 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

During  the  War  between  you,  and  the  French,  I  was  much 
troubled  in  mind,  lest  they  should  get  the  upper  hand,  as  I 
Considered  thpn  we  Should  lose  our  Religion,  and  Possessions; 
the  former  was  more  precious  to  me  than  anything  else;  noth- 
withstanding  I  never  had  a  thought  of  quitting  my  Habitation 
or  Flock.  —  when  the  War  was  ended  so  successfully,  it  gave  me 
all  Pleasure,  as  does  now  your  Recovery,  which  I  Consider  as  the 
greatest  Happiness;  for  Should  you  dye,  as  we  hear  had  like  to 
be  the  Case,  we  would  be  like  a  Scattered  Flock  without  a 
Shepherd.  —  Wherefore  I  am  now  determined  to  live  and  dye 
at  my  own  place,  as  it  seems  to  me  to  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  all 
my  Bretheren,  who  from  different  parts,  come  to  our  Country.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  have  now  only  to  acquaint  you  that  our  Nephews,  who 
always  lived  under  our  Wing  at  Oghquagoe,  have  now  taken  a 
Resolution  to  become  Christians,  which  gives  us  much  pleasure, 
and  hope  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you.  — 

Three  Strings.  — 

Sir  William  told  them  in  Answer,  that  he  had  with  much 
Pleasure  heard  what  they  had  Said,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  con¬ 
sidered  of  an  answer,  he  would  deliver  it  to  them. 
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FROM  FRANCIS  WADE 

A.  L.  S.1 


Sir: 


Philada  Feby  6th,  1764. 


Your  Favr  of  the  5th  JanA  was  handed  me  a  few  Days  ago, 
which  I  should  have  answered  before  now  but  being  in  con¬ 
tinual  Alarms  on  account  of  a  Numbr  of  People  comeing  from,the 
Frontiers  in  Arms  with  an  Intent  to  murder  all  the  Indians  in 
this  City  and  under  the  Protection  of  this  Government,  but  the 
Oposition  they  met  with  by  most  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  being 
in  a  Posture  of  Defence  obliged  them  to  return  as  they  came, 
excepting  two,  which  was  apointed  to  lay  some  Grievances  before 
the  Government. 


[  ]  tice  [  ]  at  you  mention  of  Monture 

[  ]  into  be  a  worthless  Chase,  as  to  what 

[  ]  ing  the  orders  of  Welles  &  Wades 

[  ]  is  verry  agreeable  to  my  brother 

[  ]  at  his  return  which  will  be 

[  ]  he  intends  doing  himselfe  the 

[  ]  it  [  ]  you,  your  proposals  respecting 

l  ]  land  I  shall  take  particular 

[  ]  known  to  such  as  I  think  will 

[  ]  eant  there  is  no  famelys  that  I  h  [ 

r]e  is  numbers  Expected  next  su[ 

]  ant  when  I  wrote  is  gone  back  to  [ 

[  ]  this  province,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 

[  1  Id  be  agreeable  I  should  make  it  publick  [ 

[  ]  1  Vessels  from  home  with  passengers  [ 

When  I  make  no  doubt  [ 


1 


1  The  first  paragraph  is  the  extract  printed  in  Diary  of  ihe  Siege  of 
Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  239;  the  remaining  text  is  from  the  damaged  letter 
of  the  Johnson  manuscripts  in  New  York  State  Library,  formerly  reported 
as  destroyed.  See  summary  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  204. 
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of  the  proposals,  I  sh  [  ] 

the  negro  man  got  saf[  ] 

I  am  now  to  Acknowlege  [  ] 

mine  &  my  famelys  happiness  [  ] 

the  greatest  Cheerfulness  [  ]  Joy  [  ] 

&  your  famely  &  believe  men  [  ] 

Sincerity  — 


Fr[ancis  Wade] 


P  S  the  most  material  [news] 
from  this  is  that  the  present  [  ] 

the  greatest  Variance  on  Accou[  ] 

&  find  Isral  much  reflected  [  ] 

to  have  the  agreeable  news  [  ] 

with  the  Indians  as  at  pres!  ] 

to  almost  all  trade  with  the  [m  ] 

if  any  Commands  this  way,  [  ] 

a  particular  pleasure  in  Serv  [  ] 

the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  [  ] 

famely  by  geting  a  young  heir  [  ] 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  6-7 ,  1764] 

6th  —  Three  Indians  from  Otseningo  arrived  here,  who  were 
sent  by  the  Sachims  of  that  and  several  other  Villages  on  the 
River  Susquahannah,  and  its  Branches  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  that 
there  were  near  300  Indians  from  them  parts,  on  their  way  hither, 
and  begged  he  would  send  one  of  his  Officers  to  provide  Pro¬ 
visions  for  them  at  Cherry  Valley,  and  Mr.  Fry’s,2  wch.  being 
promised  them,  they  returned  to  their  Party.  — 

Same  day  Sir  William  sent  Cap1.  Butler3  to  Cherry  Valley 
for  for  the  above  Purpose,  with  Directions  to  forbid  all  Taverns 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Hendrick  Frey  of  Canajoharie. 

3  Captain  John  Butler. 
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&  Ale  house  keepers  along  that  road,  selling  them  any  Liquor. 

the  7th.  —  The  Oghquagoes  being  all  assembled,  Sir  William 
addressed  them  as  follows.  —  viz*. 


Present — Cap1.  Dan1.  Claus  ^ 

Cap1.  Guy  Johnson  \ 

Cap*.  Henry  Montour  -  Interpr 


Depy.  Agts. 


Brethren  of  Oghquagoe.  — 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  have  attended  to 
what  I  recommended  by  my  Belt  desiring  you  to  be  watchful, 
and  I  cannot  but  thank  you  for  the  Intelligence  wch.  you  have 
transmitted  from  time  to  time  in  consequence  thereof,  as  also  for 
the  Steps  you  took  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Enemies  Partys,  and 
restore  Peace.  —  You  have  likewise  behaved  wisely  in  refusing  to 
plead  the  Excuse  of  any  Indians,  who  were  falsely  induced  to  act 
against  us;  and  as  our  troubles  are  not  yet  over,  I  send  this 
Belt  back  with  you,  and  expect  you  will  continue  to  act  the  same 
part  you  have  hitherto  done.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


Brethren.  — 

You  did  very  right  in  recommending  it  to  the  Onondaga  your 
neighbour  to  call  in  all  the  friendly  Indians  (agreeable  to  my 
Belt)  who  were  scattered,  and  mixt  with  our  Enemies  below  your 
Settlement,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  attended  with  Success,  which 
will  prove  a  strengthning  to  your  selves:  but  I  can  by  no  means 
approve  of  the  Return  of  the  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas  who 
have  acted  against  us:  such  People  cannot  be  safely  confided  in 
by  you,  nor  admitted  into  your  Band  of  Friendship  ’till  proper 
Satisfaction  be  made  for  their  Depredations.  — 

Brethren.  — 

When  I  lately  desired  you  to  remove  to  Oneida,  I  did  it  for 
your  better  Security,  but  as  you  have  represented  the  Disadvan- 
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tage  it  would  be  to  you,  I  cannot  but  agree  in  Opinion  with 
respect  to  your  Stay,  which  I  hope  may  not  be  attended  with 
any  Risque,  as  I  apprehend  our  Enemies  will  shortly  have  too 
much  to  do  at  home.  —  With  regard  to  building  a  Fort  for  your 
Protection,  I  know  it  cannot  possibly  be  done  within  sufficient 
time  to  answer  any  such  purpose,  neither  could  a  Garrison  be 
sent  with  sufficient  Expedition,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  be 
able  to  take  such  Measures  as  may  be  conducive  to  your  Security 
without  any  further  assistance,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  Recom¬ 
mend  it  to  you  to  be  very  watchful  of  the  Enemies  Motions.  — 

A  Belt- 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  very  happy  in  finding  that  the  pious  Example  of  your 
Sachims  &  Chiefs  has  contributed  to  the  Reformation  of  your 
Young  Men,  and  that  they  are  now  convinced  of  the  folly  of  their 
former  Vices,  and  determined  to  lead  a  new  Life.  —  This  Dec¬ 
laration  of  theirs,  with  their  Promises  of  a  steady  Attachment 
to  the  English  shall  always  be  cultivated  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  and  their  Steps  directed  by  me  to  such  matters,  as  shall 
be  most  conducive  to  your  own  Happiness.  — 

Returned  their  Strings. 

Brethren.  — 

The  wise  Advice,  and  Admonition  which  your  Women  lately 
gave  your  Warriors,  as  it  is  a  Proof  of  their  Sagacity,  and  cor¬ 
dial  Esteem  for  the  English,  shall  always  be  considered  in  the 
most  friendly  manner  by  me,  and  they  may  be  always  assured, 
1  shall  ever  consider  their  Welfare  as  my  own,  and  employ  their 
Warriors  in  the  best  manner  for  securing  Peace,  and  Prosperity 
to  them.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

1  am  glad  you  have  not  forgot  the  good  Opinion  entertained 
of  you  by  the  great  Kings  of  England,  and  that  the  same  has 
had  so  happy  an  effect  as  to  encourage  you  to  embrace,  and 
promote  the  Christian  Religion;  and  I  am  happy  in  finding  you 
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have  taken  such  unwearied  pains  for  that  Purpose,  and  made 
such  good  Use  of  the  Road  of  Peace  which  I  made.  —  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you,  Isaac  for  your  good  Services,  —  let 
nothing  discourage  you  from  prosecuting  so  great  a  Work,  but 
continue  to  promote  the  glorious  Work  of  Christianity,  and  be 
not  deterred  that  all  are  not  alike  desirous  to  be  instructed;  in 
the  fullness  of  time  they  may  become  good  Christians,  and  remem¬ 
ber  that  Jesus  himself  had  to  do  with  many  stubborn  People  de¬ 
voted  to  Impiety,  and  vice,  so  that  the  more  difficulties  you  have 
to  struggle  with,  the  greater  will  your  Reward  be  hereafter  — 

I  am  well  pleased  that  you  have  made  choice  of  four  such 
good  Assistants.  —  I  heartily  approve  of  their  Appointment,  and 
wish  they  may  act  such  a  Part,  as  will  redound  to  their  own 
Credit,  and  the  Plappiness  of  your  People.  — 

You  have  wisely  considered  the  Impropriety  of  many  of  your 
People  coming  here,  without  being  properly  authorized  by  your 
Chiefs.  —  I  much  approve  of  your  Proposal  concerning  the 
Writing,  and  shall  give  you  a  Paper  to  be  deposited  with  your 
Chief,  and  given  out  to  such  persons  only  as  Shall  be  Sent  to  me 
on  publick  Affairs,  which  I  shall  consider  as  their  Credential, 
and  treat  them  accordingly.  — 

I  am  glad  that  any  Irregularities,  which  some  of  your  People 
may  have  committed  appear  so  disagreeable  to  your  Sachims, 
and  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  them  to  prevent  the  like  here¬ 
after  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  nothing  doubting,  but,  that 
People  who  are  so  full  of  Gratitude  for  the  Benefits  they  have 
received  from  the  English,  will  continue  to  live  with  them  on 
Terms  of  the  Strictest  Friendship.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Then  addressing  Isaac  in  particular  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  neither  the  War,  nor  any  other  Diffi¬ 
culties  occasioned  you  to  abandon  your  Flock.  —  You  now  see 
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the  happy  Effect  of  your  Perseverance.  —  You  are  no  longer  in 
danger  of  losing  your  Religion,  and  need  [not]  be  under  any  Ap¬ 
prehensions  of  the  French.  —  The  Satisfaction  you  express  at  my 
Recovery  I  consider  as  a  Proof  of  your  great  Regard,  and  you 
may  rely  on  my  Devoting  myself  to  the  Publick,  and  the  In¬ 
terests,  and  Prosperity  of  all  well  affected  deserving  Indians.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  Nephews  at  Oghquagoe  have 
resolved  to  become  Christians.  You  see  the  good  Effects  of 
Piety,  and  Example ;  and  I  hope  you  will  Cultivate  them  in  their 
Resolutions,  which  will  be  for  your  own  Advantage.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Brethren. 

The  publick  spirited  Behavior  of  your  Brethren  of  Oneida, 
who  are  now  at  my  desire  going  out  in  a  large  Body  against  our 
Enemies,  will,  I  expect,  have  a  good  effect  upon  your  Warriors, 
and  I  can  have  no  doubt,  that  as  they  have  put  themselves  under 
my  directions,  they  will  readily,  and  immediately  follow  the  laud¬ 
able  Example  before  them,  and  this  I  recommend  to  your  Con¬ 
sideration,  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  Importance,  which  will  set 
your  behavior  in  the  most  favorable  light  before  your  Brethren, 
the  English,  and  be  a  means  of  convincing  them  of  the  Reality 
of  your  repeated  Professions. 

Gave  the  War  Belt,  and  Ended. 

On  which  Adam  their  chief  Sachim  stood  up,  took  the  War 
Belt  in  his  hands,  shew’d  it  to  the  Warriors,  and  after  exhorting 
them,  and  repeating  the  many  Violences,  and  Murders  committed 
on  their  Brethren,  the  English  by  the  Enemy  Indians,  desired 
they  would  make  use  of  their  Brothers  Ax  to  purpose,  and  there¬ 
with  punish  their  Enemies;  then  handed  it  to  a  chief  Warrior, 
named  Kayendarungo,  who  immediately  rose  up,  and  Sung  his 
War  Song,  therein  expressing  his  great  Regard  for  the  English, 
and  that  he  would  not  lay  down  the  Ax  Sir  William  gave  them. 
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until  his  Enemies  were  crushed.  &c  —  Then  Kanadyora  Adam’s 
Son  chief  of  the  Party  of  Oghquagoe  took  it  up,  and  sung  his 
War  Song,  &  so  it  went  round.  —  After  which,  Sir  William 
thanked  them  for  the  great  regard  they  shewed  for  him,  and  their 
Brethren,  by  their  readiness  in  taking  up  the  Hatchet  against  his 
Majesties  Enemies,  and  after  an  encouraging  Speech  made  by 
him  to  the  Sachims,  and  Warriors,  ordered  them  a  Plenty  of 
Punch  &c.  —  then  told  them  that  he  intended  Clothing,  and 
fitting  out  the  Warriors  the  next  day,  in  order  to  overtake  the 
Party  already  marched  to  Oneida,  and  after  that  was  done, 
would  give  some  Clothing  to  their  Sachims,  old  People,  Women, 
and  Children,  then  broke  up  for  that  time,  being  1 0  o’  the  Clock 
at  night.  — 

FROM  JOHN  DUNCAN 

A.  L.  S. 

[ Schenectady ]  Feb y.  9th ,  1764 

[  ] 

[  j  favr.  of  the  7th.  Insf.  only,  Just  now  have 

]  alf  Hogshd.  which  is  more  Safer  than 
]  other  things.  Am  heartily  Sorry  the  things 
] ,  but  assure  you  no  time  was  lost  by  me 
]  Phyn  arrived,  and  hope  soon  to  have  a  ful 
]  orn  when  I  can  with  More  Certainty 
[  ]  favr.  me  with  their  Custom,  and  Shall  particularly 

[  ]  Serve  you,  as  Such  Custom  is  well  worth  Not[ 

]  hope  Soon  to  have  intirely  in  my  power  to 
]  a  better  footing,  as  many  things  bo‘.  here  are 
]  Scarce; 

[  ]  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Company 

]  home,  only  Miss  Macomb  who  is  Still  m  [  ] 

]  Duncan  is  well  recover’d  she  Joins  Me  &  re[  | 

[  ]  in  best  respects  to  you  &c  &c  and  Am  [  ] 

Dr.  Sir 

Your  ever  Obliged  Humble  servfi 

John  Duncan 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  HENRY  MONTOUR 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Feb.  9,  1764] 

Sir  William  Johnson  delivered  a  Paper  of  Instructions  to 
Cap1.  Henry  Montour  bearing  Date  the  9th.  of  this  Month  of 
which  the  following  is  a  Copy.  — 

Instructions  for  Cap1.  Henry  Montour  — 

You  are  to  take  this  Party  of  Indians,  and  Woodsmen  under 
your  Command,  and  Care,  and  with  the  greatest  dispatch, 
Secrecy,  and  Circumspection  march  them  against  the  Enemy 
Indians,  living  at  Kanestio  whom  you  are  to  use  all  means  to 
destroy,  also  their  Villages,  Magazines,  &c.  — 

On  your  March  to  that  Place,  you  are  to  tell  all  the  Friend 
Indians  you  meet,  or  see,  that  it  is  my  desire,  and  I  expect  that 
they  will  afford  you  all  the  Assistance  in  their  Power  towards 
Executing  said  Design.  — 

In  case  you  find  by  your  Scouts,  and  Advanced  Parties  that 
the  Indians  of  Kanestio  are  fled,  or  so  much  on  their  Guard  as 
to  be  able  to  defeat  your  design,  you  are  then  to  fall  upon  any 
of  the  next  Villages  of  the  Enemy,  and  totally  destroy  them  if 
possible. — 

You  will  always  keep  up  a  good  Understanding  between  the 
Indians  of  your  Party,  and  the  Whites;  and  should  any  Sachims, 
or  other  Indians  of  any  Nation  whatever  take  upon  them  to  Stop, 
or  discourage  your  Design,  you  are  to  tell  them  from  me,  that  I 
cannot  look  upon  them  as  friends,  but  will  resent  such  a  Conduct 
as  it  deserves,  for  which  purpose,  you  are  to  Carry  this  Belt  of 
Wampum  to  Speak  to  them  therewith.  — 

You  are  to  keep  a  good  Look  out  on  your  Return,  as  well  as 
in  going  there,  so  as  to  prevent  the  least  Surprize,  or  Disaster, 
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and  also  to  dispatch  an  Indian,  or  two  with  a  White  man  to  me 
immediately  with  an  Account  of  your  Success.  — 

When  you  Return  with  the  Party  to  Oneida,  you  will  then 
Consult  with  the  Chiefs,  whether  prudent  for  the  Warriors  to 
come  down  immediately,  or  not.  —  I  am  of  Opinion  they  should 
not  leave  their  Castles  after  their  Return,  before  they  find  what 
Effect  this  Enterprize  will  have  on  the  other  Nations.  — 

Given  under  my  Hand  &c 

W.  J.— 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DANIEL  CLAUS 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Feb.  10,  1764] 

Sir  William  delivered  the  Paper  of  Instructions  to  Daniel 
Claus  Esquire  Depy.  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  of  which  the 
following  is  a  Copy.  —  bears.  Date  the  10lh.  of  this  Mth. 

You  are  to  repair  immediately  to  Montreal,  and  on  your 
Arrival  there,  you  are  to  call  a  Meeting  of  the  sev1.  Nations  in 
Canada  to  whom  you  will  communicate  the  several  Particulars 
I  have  directed  you.  — 

You  will  particularly  inform  them  of  the  Offers  of  Peace, 
made  by  the  Nations  about  Detroit,  of  their  having  lost  near  100 
of  their  People,  and  the  great  Necessity  to  which  they  are  Re¬ 
duced.  — that  they  have  delivered  up  all  the  Prisoners  &c  they 
had  amongst  them,  and  offered  to  make  any  Concessions.  — 

That  the  Chenussios  have  likewise  made  repeated  Offers  of 
Peace,  but  that  they  did  not  appear  as  yet  sufficiently  satis¬ 
factory,  for  which  reason  it  is  uncertain  how  affairs  will  be 
terminated  with  them.  — 

That  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares  have  not  yet  asked  for 
Peace,  but  seem  determined  to  Continue  the  War  for  which 
reason  they  not  only  deserve,  but  will  meet  the  Severest  Treat- 
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ment,  until  they  recover  their  Senses  —  that  for  this  purpose,  I 
have  now  sent  out  a  large  Body,  consisting  of  Oneidas,  Tuscaro- 
ras,  Onondagas,  with  some  Mohocks,  and  a  few  white  Men  in 
order  to  fall  upon  them,  and  that  I  expect  they  the  Indians  of 
Canada  will  exert  themselves  on  this  Occasion,  and  follow  so 
laudable  an  Example,  which  will  prove  a  means  of  assuring  us  of 
their  Sincerity,  and  Gratitude  for  our  Friendship,  and  of  Securing 
to  them  all  the  Indulgences  and  friendly  treatment  which  we  can 
afford  them.  — 

So  soon  as  You  can  procure  any  Partys  to  go  against  the 
Enemy,  you  will  furnish  them  with  Passes,  and  Recommend 
them  to  Come  hither  armed,  with  all  Expedition 

And  you  will  from  time  to  time,  as  Occasions  may  require, 
hold  Conferences  with,  and  infuse  a  Spirit  of  Loyalty,  and 
Attachment  to  the  English,  into  the  Chiefs  of  the  sev1.  Nations, 
cautioning  them  against  attending  to  the  artful  Insinuations  of 
the  Enemy.  —  And  you  are  so  soon  as  you  have  held  your 
Meeting  with  the  sev1.  Nations  to  Communicate  to  me  the  Result 
thereof,  as  also  to  transmit  from  time  to  time  a  Circumstantial 
Account  of  your  Transactions  in  Canada.  — 

You  are  also  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the  Murder  of 
the  Conestoga  Indians  in  the  properest  manner.  — 

Lastly  —  You  are  to  deliver  the  large  black  Belt  which  I  send 
with  you,  painted  to  Asserego,  and  Sughsanageghta,  and  tell 
them  my  Concern  for  the  Loss  of  their  friend  Lotieridge 1  whom 
I  expect  they  will  replace  soon.  —  After  all  is  over,  make  a 
War  Feast,  and  that  properly.  — 

Given  under  my  Hand  &c  — 

To  Cap*.  Danl.  Claus  )  W:  J _ 

Deputy  Ag*.  for  Canada  \ 

1  Captain  John  Lottridge  of  the  Indian  service  who  disappeared  in 
November  1  763,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  drowned. 
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TO  RALPH  BURTON1 

Copy'2 

Johnson  Hall ,  Fehy  11th,  1764. 

SlR: 

Capt.  Claus,  my  Deputy  for  Canada  will  deliver  you  this,  as 
I  would  not  send  him  to  this  Duty  without  doing  myself  the 
Pleasure  of  writing  you,  as  well  as  giving  you  some  Account  of 
the  present  State  of  Affairs  in  this  Quarter. 

The  Indians  of  five  out  of  the  six  Nations  who  from  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  Indian  War  have  shewn  great  Zeal 
and  Attachment  towards  the  English  have  thereby  preserved  these 
Frontiers  and  the  important  Communication  to  Ontario,  both  of 
which  must  have  inevitably  fallen  but  for  their  Fidelity.  As  I  am 
now  impowered  to  comply  with  their  Request  of  going  upon 
Service,  I  have  accordingly  equipped  a  party  of  near  200  Indians 
accompanied  by  sev1  Indian  Officers,  &c.  who  marched  two  Days 
ago  (noth withstanding  the  Snow  is  here  3  Feet  deep)  against 
the  Delawares,  Shawanese  and  others  our  Enemies  in  that  Quar¬ 
ter,  and  I  have  great  Plopes  that  their  Operations  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  Success,  as  it  must  appear  evident  that  they  are  the 
best  calculated  to  go  in  quest  of  one  another,  and  that  the  en¬ 
gaging  them  as  Party’s  in  the  War,  will  effectually  create  a 
Division  among  them  w’ch  will  prove  a  great  Check  to  their 
Power  hereafter. 

As  the  Indians  of  Canada  have  likewise  acted  a  very  good 
Part  and  made  me  Offers  of  Service  when  here  last  Year,  I  shall 
likewise  put  their  Zeal  to  a  Trial,  nothing  doubting  but  it  must 
strike  a  great  Damp  on  the  Spirits  of  our  (hitherto  elated) 
Enemies,  when  they  see  the  Strength  of  our  Alliances  and  that 
they  are  liable  to  be  attacked  on  all  Sides  even  by  their  own  Sort, 

Governor  of  Montreal. 

2  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  239-40;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  204;  the  draft  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
mutilated  by  fire. 
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which  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  Success  of  the  approaching 
Campaign,  and  make  our  Enemies  very  cautious  how  they  violate 
a  Peace  hereafter  with  a  People  who  can  employ  one  Nation 
against  another. 

Capt.  Claus  will  give  you  any  further  P articulars  necessary  for 
your  Information  on  the  present  Posture  of  Affairs  in  the  Indian 
Department. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  an  easy  and  agreable  Government  and 
remain  with  much  esteem. 

Sir,  &c. 

FROM  THOMAS  MCKEE 

Copy1 

[Lancaster,  Feb.  15,  1764.] 

Hon.  Sir: 

My  Son2  returned  Home  the  1  st  Inst,  when  I  was  honoured 
with  your  Warrant,  Instructions  and  Favour  of  the  3d  January. 
I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  your  Indisposition  &  sincerely 
hope  you  had  a  speedy  Recovery. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  my  Son  at  that  Time  informed  you  of 
the  Conduct  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  who 
murdered  six  Connistogo  Indians  at  their  Town  near  Lancaster, 
being  all  that  were  at  Home  at  that  Time  except  two  Boys  who 
made  their  Escape  from  them.  The  remaining  Part  fourteen  in 
Number,  Women  and  Children,  being  dispers’d  through  the 
Country  were  seized  by  the  Sheriff  and  Magistrates  of  the 
County  and  confined  in  the  Work  house  of  Lancaster,  in  order 
to  guard  them,  but  upon  the  back  Inhabitants  receiving  Informa¬ 
tion  of  this,  they  again  assembled  themselves  in  a  Body  and  came 
down  armed  to  Lancaster,  broke  open  the  Work  house  and  in  a 
most  inhuman  Manner  butchered  the  whole,  sparing  neither 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  241-45;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  205,  which  supplies  the  date  line;  original  in  New 
York  State  Library  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Alexander  McKee. 
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Women  or  Children,  an  Action  I  look  upon  not  inferior  to  any 
of  the  Cruelties  committed  by  the  Savages  since  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  the  late  or  present  War.  As  to  my  Knowledge  these 
Indians  have  lived  all  their  Lives  within  eight  Miles  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  in  Peace  and  Quietness  with  their  Neighbours,  and  I  do 
not  believe  were  ever  concerned  against  us.1 

The  Government  made  some  faint  Efforts  to  find  the  Heads  of 
these  People,  which  only  encourage  their  Impudence,  as  I  am 
informed  a  few  Days  agoe,  to  the  Number  of  three  hundred  as¬ 
sembled  themselves  in  Arms  and  came  down  to  Philad3  in  order 
to  cut  off  some  Indians  the  Government  have  here,  but  upon 
some  Promises  being  made  them  by  the  Government,  they  have 
dissuaded  them  from  murdering  those  in  Philad3  and  they  are 
return’d  Home  again,  and  they  now  carry  Things  to  great  Length 
as  to  threaten  the  Lives  of  sundry  private  People  who  have  not 
agreed  with  them  in  Opinions  but  condemned  this  as  a  most 
detestable  Murder,  and  not  only  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  but  Christianity,  and  every  thing  that  ought  to  distinguish 
us  from  Savages,  as  this  leaves  us  no  Room  to  find  Fault  with 
their  killing  our  innocent  People  in  cold  Blood,  as  they  may 
now  say  we  are  satiated  in  the  same  Manner  on  them.  I  should 
be  far  from  espousing  their  Cause  did  I  not  think  they  were 
innocent,  as  no  Person  has  suffered  more  by  the  Savages  than  I 
have  done,  and  I  should  have  thought  the  People  who  have  thus 
behaved  more  excusable  if  they  had  cut  off  in  Philad3  maintain’d2 
at  the  Public  Expence,  as  there  is  some  Reason  to  believe  that 
some  of  these  have  acted  against  us.  But  the  others  in  a  Manner 

1  This  is  known  as  the  Conestoga  Massacre,  and  the  frontiersmen  who 
were  responsible  were  called  the  Paxton  Boys,  from  the  town  of  Paxton  on 
the  Susquehanna.  Later  they  menaced  the  peaceable  Moravian  Indians 
who  were  brought  to  Philadelphia  for  protection  and  even  marched  upon 
the  city  to  display  their  political  power  and  to  intimidate  the  government. 
In  this  there  were  mixed  motives— both  antipathy  for  the  Indians  in  gen¬ 
eral,  as  a  result  of  the  recent  uprising,  and  resentment  against  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  insufficient  protection  and  its  lack  of  representation  of  the  frontier. 

2  Evidently  something  is  omitted  or  changed  in  the  Copy. 
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were  become  white  People,  and  expected  the  same  Protec¬ 
tion  from  us.  I  thought  proper  to  acquaint  your  Hor  with  this 
Affair,  as  you  might  perhaps  want  to  acquaint  the  Indians  with 
the  true  Circumstances  relating  to  it. 

My  Son  present  his  Compliments  to  your  Honour  and  begs  if 
you  have  not  sent  a  Warant  for  his  Acc*  that  you  would  be  kind 
enough  to  forward  one  as  soon  as  it  may  be  convenient  to  you  & 
if  it  likewise  suits  your  Conveniency  1  should  be  glad  your  Honr 
would  accompany  it  with  one  to  me  for  some  Money,  as  I  am 
really  at  present  in  Necessity. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  I  am  with  greatest 
Respect,  your  Honour’s 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
Thomas  Mckee 

A  RECEIPT 

A.  D.  Sd 

Johnson  Hall  Febr$.  15th.  1764 — 

Then  Recd.  of  Captn.  Daniel  Claus  the  Sum  of  Eight  Hun¬ 
dred  &  Nineteen  Pounds  Eleven  Shillings  &  three  pence  wh.  is  in 
full  of  all  Demands  to  this  Ins'. 

£819.  .11.. 3 

indorsed:  WM.  Johnson 

Sir  William  Johnson 
Receipt  to  Dan1  Claus 
Esqr  for  £819.  .1 1 .  .3 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  10-16,  1764] 
10th.  —  On  this  day,  Sir  William  sent,  by  five  Onondagas,  a 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Claus  Papers,  Miscellaneous  Papers,  1714- 
1790,  W.  Volume  14. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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Message  to  their  Nation,  acquainting  them  that  he  had  received 
the  General’s  Answer  to  the  Chenussios  Speech,  wcE  was,  that, 
if  they  were  sincerely  inclined  to  Peace,  and  would  make  such 
Satisfaction  as  the  General  expected,  they  might  send  two  or  three 
of  their  Chiefs  down  with  their  final  Resolutions.  — 

Three  Strings  — 

1  1th.  &  12th.  —  Sir  William  Clothed  all  the  Warriors  &c.  — 
Same  day  Cap*.  Butler1  returned  from  Cherry  Valley  with  sev1. 
Indians  from  Otseningo,  and  said  the  rest  would  be  here  on  the 
morrow,  except  30  who  went  back  on  Sir  William  s  Message  to 
them,  viz*,  that  he  wou’d  not  hear  of  any  Offers  from  them,  with 
regard  to  Peace,  but  from  the  Sachims  of  their  Nations. 

1 3th.  —  Aserundungas  an  Oneida  Chief  arrived  here  with  a  few 
more  from  Otseningo,  and  acquainted  Sir  WJlliam,  that  there 
were  140  on  their  way  hither,  and  on  their  Arrival  would  wait 
on  him,  and  acquaint  him  with  their  business  —  being  served 
with  Liquor,  Provisions,  Tobacco  Pipes  &c  —  they  went  to 
their  Encampment.  — 

16th.  —  The  Indians  having  arrived,  Sir  William  sent  for  them 
to  Come  to  the  Council  Chamber  —  being  all  assembled,  they, 
by  their  speaker  Seneca  George  went  through  the  Ceremony  of 
Condolance  for  the  sev1.  late  losses  sustained,  and  then  congratu¬ 
lated  Sir  William  on  his  Recovery  from  his  severe  fit  of  Sick¬ 
ness,  returning  the  Great  Spirit  above  their  most  hearty  Thanks 
for  prolonging  his  life,  with  many  very  friendly,  and  grateful 
Expressions  on  that  head.  —  Sir  William  then  Returned  the 
Complement  by  condoling  their  losses,  and  thanking  them  for 
their  great  Regard  always  expressed,  &  shewn  for  him,  after 
which,  he  told  them  he  was  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
Say.  —  which  is  as  follows.  —  viz*. 


1  Captain  John  Butler. 
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AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  16-17,  1764] 

At  a  Meeting  Held  with  the  Nanticoks,  Canoyes,  Onondagas, 
Cayugas,  and  Mohicans  living  along  the  Susquahannah,  in  all 
270 —  At  Johnson  Hall  16th.  Feby.  1764 — 

Present  —  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*.  Superintend*. 

Cap*.  John  Butler,  Interpret  —  w*h.  two  Conajohares, 
&  some  Oghquagoes  &  Schohares.  — 

Thomas  King,  Speaker  stood  up,  &  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as 
follows.  — 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

Give  Attention  to  what  we  are  going  to  say.  —  I  speak  now  on 
behalf  of  the  Sachims  of  Onondaga  living  on  the  Susquahannah, 
and  their  Brethren  the  Senecas  there,  they  have  always  been  firm 
friends  to  you  during  the  War,  and  after  it  was  luckily  ended 
in  your  favor,  they  expected  to  reap  the  Fruits  of  Peace,  as 
General  Amherst  then  told  us  he  would  preserve  it  for  the  future, 
which  we  were  glad  to  hear,  but  Alas!  it  did  not  continue  long 
before  the  Ax  was  again  used.  —  We  have  only  tO’  assure  you 
that  the  Sachims  above  mentioned,  are  still  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking,  and  determined  to  live,  and  dye  with  their  Brethren  the 
English.  — 

A  Belt  1 0  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  our  Sachims  have  declared  our  Sentiments,  I  am  now  to 
tell  you  that  eight  of  our  Young  People  offer  you  their  Service, 
and  you  may  employ  them  as  you  think  proper.  — 

A  Belt  8  Rows  — 

Brother.  — 

We  beg  your  further  Attention.  We  have  to  acquaint  you 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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that  our  Women,  &  Children  have  approved  of  our  Resolution, 
and  recommended  to  our  Sachims,  and  Warriors  to  act  a  proper 
Part,  and  follow  such  Directions  as  you  may  think  proper  to  give 
them,  as  they  entirely  submit  themselves  to  your  disposal. 

A  Belt  7  Rows.  — 

Then  the  Speaker,  with  a  Smile  told  Sir  William,  that  as 
they  were  all  now  in  his  P ower  he  might  whip  them  when  he 
thought  proper,  and  Concluded,  saying  that  as  their  Speaker  only, 
he  could  not  insure  that  what  he  delivered  was  true  or  not,  but 
hoped  it  was.  — 

Then  Seneca  George  stood  up  and  spoke  as  follows  — 
Brother.  — 

I  speak  for  the  Nanticocks,  and  Canoys,  and  beg  your  atten¬ 
tion.  —  Brothr.,  we  have  now  heard  the  Resolutions  of  our 

4 

Fathers  the  Onondaga,  and  Seneca  our  Neighbours  which  gives 
us  much  Pleasure.  —  You  are  sensible,  Brothr.  of  our  Situation, 
— that  we  were  settled  at  Otseningo  by  our  Father  the  Onondaga, 
who  gave  us  in  charge  to  follow  what  was  for  our  good,  which 
you  are  also  sensible  we  have  hitherto  done,  and  you  know  that 
we  have  always  Joined  you  in  every  Enterprize  you  were  con¬ 
cerned  in,  and  do  now  declare  our  Resolutions  to  follow  the 
Example  of  our  Father  the  Onondaga,  and  Seneca,  and  this  we 
speak  from  our  Hearts.  — 

A  Belt  1 2  Rows.  — ■ 

Brother.  — 

I  speak  now  for  the  Warriors,  Women  &  Children  of  the 
Nanticocks  &  Conoys,  who  desire  me  to  assure  you  of  their  Ap¬ 
probation  of  what  their  Sachims  delivered  by  the  former  Belt, 
and  of  their  Warriors  determined  Resolution  to  follow  your 
Directions  to  which  they  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  Women 
&  Children  &c  — 

A  Black  Belt  of  7  Rows 

Brother.  — 

I  beg  your  further  Attention,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  our 
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want  of  Language  being  but  as  Children.  —  Brother,  —  As 
matters  are  now  circumstanced,  we  think  it  highly  necessary  to 
return  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  collect  those  Indians  living 
at  Wialoosing  &c  —  who  are  firm  Friends,  lest  they  suffer  with 
the  guilty;  and  by  collecting  all  those  we  can,  who  are  well 
disposed,  we  shall  become  strong,  and  able  to  oppose  our  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  indeed,  we  dont  know  but  they  are  there  by  this  time, 
having  sent  for  them  some  time  ago;  if  so,  you  shall  be  made 
acquainted  therewith.  — 

A  Belt  6  Rows,  mixt  wth.  white 

Thomas  King  spoke  next  for  the  Cayugas  as  follows,  viz'.  — 
Brother.  — 

Although  we  are  but  few  here,  owing  to  your  Ordering  back 
such  of  our  Young  foolish  People,  (who  were  on  their  way  with 
us  hither)  as  had  once  acted  against  your  People  last  Fall,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  Passion  they  were  in  on  hearing  the  Loss  they 
sustained  of  several  of  their  People  killed  in  Virginia  by  the 
English,  I,  who  was  more  cool,  considered  our  Loss  of  Men  to 
be  owing  to  the  daily  Incursions  made  by  the  Delawares,  Senecas 
&c  into  our  Brethren’s  Country,  &  put  a  Stop  to  any  more  of  our 
Nation  following  the  Example  [o/] ,  and  they  who  were  once  out, 
on  their  Return  were  sorry  for  what  they  had  done,  and  were 
coming  hither  with  a  full  Resolution  to  make  satisfaction,  until 
hindred  by  you,  as  you  said  you  would  not  hear,  or  see  them; 
however,  I  determined  to  See  you,  and  let  you  know  the  Affair, 
and  do  now  in  the  Presence  of  all  my  Brethren  assure  you  of 
Attachment  for  you,  and  my  determined  Resolution  to  follow 
your  Directions,  and  though  I  am  but  with  three  men  here,  shall 
be  ready  at  any  time  to  strike  those  who  have  been  the  Occasion 
of  our  losses,  namely,  the  Delawares,  Senecas,  and  Shawanese.  I 
am  a  Warrior,  and  have  no  Charge  of  Belts,  wherefore  hope  you 
will  look  upon  the  Strings  I  give,  and  what  I  say  with  them  to  be 
as  sincere  as  if  spoke  with  a  Belt.  — 


3  Strings,  White.  — 
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Brother.  — 

Our  Women  are  heartily  pleased  with  our  Resolutions;  and 
give  their  Consent  that  we  Warriors  submit  our  selves  to  your 
Pleasure.  — 

Three  black  Strings 

Thomas  King  spoke  for  the  Mohicons  as  follows  — 

Brother.  — 

We  the  Mohicons  have  now  heard  the  Resolutions  of  our 
Uncles,  and  Brethren,  and  doubt  not  the  Sincerity  of  them:  We 
hope  that  you  are  sensible  of  our  Attachment  to  the  English,  with 
whom  we  have  lived  in  friendship  from  the  beginning;  and  you 
know  that  we  have  lost  several  of  our  Men  in  the  late  War  in 
company  with  you:  We  are  still  determined  to  live  and  dye  by 
our  Brethren  the  English;  and  in  order  to  convince  you  of  the 
Sincerity  of  our  Declarations,  we  now  give  up  our  selves,  and 
Warriors  to  your  Disposal,  and  this  with  the  Approbation  of  all 
our  Women.  —  You  will  make  an  Allowance  for  our  Want  of 
Eloquence,  having  lost  our  great  Men,  and  Speakers,  and  have 
now,  but  these  two  present,  namely,  Aserego,  al  Abraham,  and 
Jachom,  who  being  but  lately  appointed,  are  not  yet  so  well 
qualified  to  Act,  or  speak,  as  we  could  wish.  — 

A  Belt  of  7  Rows.  — 

Seneca  George  then  spoke. 

Brother.  — 

Here  is  present  an  Indian  born  at  Esopus,  who  having  removed 
from  thence  to  Ctseningo  nine  Years  ago,  where  he  is  happily 
seated,  has  resolved  to  make  you  a  Present  of  his  Lands  there, 
being  8  Miles  one  way,  and  7  another,  and  begs  you  will  accept 
of  it:  he  is  also  of  the  same  Resolution  with  the  rest  in  respect  of 
following  your  Directions  in  any  Enterprize  you  take  in  hand,  or 
set  him  upon 

A  Belt  6  Rows  black  &  white  w,h.  Squares  — 
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Thomas  King  spoke  next  by  desire  of  the  Onondagas,  & 
Senecas  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Brother.  — 

The  Business  we  have  now  met  upon  is  ended.  Having  de¬ 
clared  our  Resolutions  to  you,  and  given  our  selves  up  to  your  dis¬ 
posal,  we  have  only  to  assure  you  that  we  two  Nations  above 
mentioned  are  sincere,  and  hope  the  Rest  are  so;  if  not,  let  the 
Shame,  and  Blame  fall  upon  those  who  fail,  or  break  their 
Promise,  they  having  each  separately  spoke  their  Sentiments, 
must  answer  for  themselves.  —  We  have  nothing  more  to  Say, 
but  to  wish  you  Life  to  put  an  end  to  those  Troubles.  — 

Sir  William  told  them  he  had  with  much  pleasure  heard  their 
several  Declarations  of  Friendship,  and  Promises  of  Acting 
agreeable  to  his  directions,  for  which  he  returned  them  many 
thanks,  and  assured  them  of  the  Satisfaction  it  would  afford  to  all 
their  Brethren  the  English ;  —  then  told  them  as  it  was  1 0 
o’the  Clock  at  night,  he  must  deferr  answering  them  ’till  the  next 
day,  when  he  would  give  them  Notice.  —  Then  drank  the  King’s 
Health,  and  Success  to  their  Undertakings,  and  parted.  — 

At  a  meeting  with  the  aforesaid  Nations  of  Indians  at  Johnson 
Hall  on  Friday  1  7th.  Feb>\  — 

Present  as  Yesterday 

Sir  William,  by  his  Interpreter,  addressed  them  as  follows.  — 

Brethren  of  the  sev1.  Nations,  and  Tribes  present 

I  now  meet  you  in  order  to  answer  your  several  agreeable 
and  friendly  Speeches  made  to  me  last  night,  and  shall  first  be¬ 
gin  with  the  Elder  Branch.  — 

Brethren  of  the  Onondagas  &  Senecas.  — 

It  gave  me  much  pleasure  last  night  to  find  by  your  Declara¬ 
tions,  and  Promises  that  you  are  still  as  firm  in  your  Resolutions 
of  abiding  by  your  Engagements  as  ever,  and  that  nothing  has 
been  able  to  shake  them.  This  I  am  sensible  of  from  the  many 
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accounts  I  have  had  of  the  Measures  you  have  been  pursuing 
since  the  Commencement  of  the  present  Troubles,  the  fruits  of 
which  now  appear  by  the  good  Disposition  of  all  Indians  in  your 
Neighbourhood.  I  return  you  hearty  thanks  for  the  part  you  have 
acted,  and  the  Assurances  you  now  give  me  of  following  any 
Directions  I  may  think  proper  to  give  you,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it  that  I  shall  make  the  properest  use  of  your  Offers  & 
Service.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren  the  Warriors.  — 

Your  Offers  of  Service  are  very  agreeable  to  me,  and  you  may 
be  assured  it  shall  be  employed  to  your  Credit,  and  the  Re¬ 
establishing  of  Peace  in  our  Country  by  punishing  these  rash, 
and  wicked  Disturbers  thereof. 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  heartily  thank  your  Women  &c  for  their  Advice  to  you, 
and  their  approbation  of  the  Measures  you  have  agreed  to  pur¬ 
sue  ;  and  they  may  rely  on  my  taking  such  steps,  as  will  (with  the 
Blessing  of  God)  greatly  redound  to  the  Credit  of  our  friendly 
Indians,  and  restore  Peace  to  their  Minds,  and  the  Country. 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren  of  the  Nanticoke  &  Canoy  Tribes.  — 

I  am  much  pleased  at  the  prudent  Conduct  of  your  People, 
who  (as  I  know  they  were  settled  at  Otseningo  by  the  Onon- 
dagas)  acted  right  in  following  their  Example,  which  I  hope  will 
be  such  as  may  deserve  the  Esteem  of  all  your  friends,  and 
Brethren,  whose  Eyes  are  now  fixed  on  your  Conduct. 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  cannot  sufficiently  applaud  the  Sagacity,  and  Sincerity  of 
your  Women,  neither,  shall  so  great,  and  laudable  a  Spirit  as 
they  have  now  shewn  pass  unnoticed,  and  they  may  depend  upon 
it  I  shall  not  forget  the  friendly,  and  judicious  part  they  have  now 
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acted,  nor  neglect  the  Warriors,  their  Husbands,  Brothers,  and 
friends  whom  they  recommend  to  my  Care.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren.  — 

h  our  Proposal  of  returning  to  your  Country  as  soon  as  possible 
in  order  to  collect  together,  and  secure  those  Indians  of  Wialoos- 
ing  &c  who  are  friends  to  your  Town,  is  certainly  right,  and  I 
hope  they  may  be  arrived  there  against  your  Return,  so  as  not 
to  prevent  your  going  on  Service  when  required,  which  you  may 
expect,  will  be  very  soon,  and  I  expect  they  will  join  you  in  such 
Service  as  may  be  required,  the  Unanimity  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  bringing  about  amongst  the  sev1.  Villages  in  your 
parts  will  sufficiently  enable  you,  not  only  to  defend  yourselves 
against  the  ill  disposed,  but  to  destroy  them,  which  I  must 
strongly  recommend  to  all  present  as  the  most  certain  Remedy  for 
the  present  Evil.  —  I  also  desire  you  may  be  careful  to  keep  up 
the  Fire  lighted  for  you  at  Otseningo,  that  the  light  of  it  may  be 
seen  far,  and  the  Heat  thereof  may  Warm  many  friends.  — 

A  Belt  — 

To  the  Cayugas.  — 

Brother  of  Cayuga.  — 

I  have  with  Satisfaction  attended  to  your  Speech,  and  could 
wish  that  these  rash  Young  Fellows  of  your  Nation,  who  Joined 
the  Enemy  last  Year,  had  your  Coolness,  and  Sense:  if  they 
had,  it  have  been  better  for  them,  and  their  Nation,  which  is 
now  censured  for  their  Misbehavior.  —  I  had  always  a  good 
Opinion  of  the  Wisdom  of  your  Sachims;  but  if  they  consented, 
or  were  privy  to  the  wrong  steps  taken  last  Year  by  these  People, 
they  forfeit  it,  unless  they  immediately  make  us  full  Satisfaction, 
and  this,  you  will  tell  them,  I  expect  they  will  do  without  much 
Delay.  I  thank  you  for  your  Offers  of  Service  against  the  authors 
of  our  Troubles  and  I  accept  of  them  as  well  with  the  Strings,  as 
with  the  largest  Belt,  well  knowing  your  Attachment,  and  Sin¬ 
cerity.  — 


A  Belt  — 
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Brother.  — 

I  likewise  am  pleased  with  the  Behavior  of  your  Women  on 
this  Occasion,  and  shall  always  consider  them  in  the  light  they 
deserve.  — 

Three  Strings.  — 

To  the  Mohiccons.  — 

Brethren  of  the  Mohiccon  Tribe.  — 

Your  lon%  Attachment  to  the  English,  and  your  Services  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  War,  I  am  no  Stranger  to,  nor  to  Your  Losses  sus¬ 
tained  thereby;  and  you  must  be  as  sensible  of  our  friendly 
Treatment  to  you.  as  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  these 
several  years  past,  and  at  a  great  Expence  to  the  Government  to 
collect  you  together,  and  keep  you  out  of  the  way  of  danger, 
which  your  wandering  Disposition,  and  these  scattered  Situations 
greatly  exposed  to  you,  it  affords  me  much  Pleasure  now  to  see 
that  my  Endeavors  have  tended  to  your  Happiness,  and  that  you 
make  the  Example  of  your  Uncles  the  Oghquagoes  &c  the  Rule 
of  your  Conduct.  —  I  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  all  of  that 
Tribe  a  faithful  Observance  of  the  Engagements  you  have  now 
afresh  entered  into,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  will  be  greatly  to 
your  Interest.  —  I  am  sorry  for  the  Loss  you  express  for  the 
Want  of  Sachims,  but  hope  the  two  you  have  appointed,  (being 
men  of  Sense)  may  in  a  short  time  become  able  to  manage  your 
Affairs  with  all  that  Judgement,  and  Care  which  is  necessary 
for  the  Welfare  of  your  People ;  and  I  conclude  with  my  hearty 
thanks  to  you,  your  Warriors,  and  Women  for  the  Readiness 
expressed  to  join  your  Brethren  the  English  against  our  Enemies, 
which  I  by  this  Belt  strongly  recommend  to  you  as  the  best  thing 
you  can  do  — 

Sir  William  then  appointed  three  Sachims,  namely  Abraham, 
Joachim  & - gave  them  an  Exhortation  thereon  — 

A  Belt 

Sir  Wm.  next  spoke  to  the  Esopus  Indian  as  follows.  — 
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Brother.  — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  so  happily  settled  at  Otseningo,  and 
hope  you  will  continue  there,  as  you  are  amongst  good  People, 
and  friends  to  the  English,  whose  Example  will  be  of  Service 
to  you,  if  you  follow  it.  —  I  heartily  thank  you  for  the  Lands 
you  offer  me,  but  should  be  better  pleased  that  you  could  dispose 
of  it  to  some  of  the  People  in  them  Parts  to  your  own  Advantage 
—  as  I  also  do  for  your  Offers  of  Service,  and  I  Recommend  it 
to  you  to  be  firm  in  your  Resolutions,  and  not  fall  back  from  them, 
as  some  lukewarm  People  have  heretofore  done.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Sir  William  then  addressed  all  the  different  Tribes  — 

Brethren  of  the  different  Nations  now  presf. 

Having  answered  your  several  Belts  delivered  me  at  this  Meet¬ 
ing,  I  have  only  to  add  my  friendly  Advice  to  you  on  the  present 
Situation  of  affairs,  viz'.  —  That  as  nothing  but  punishing  the 
ill  disposed  Indians,  now  in  Arms  against  us,  can  speedily  restore 
Peace,  &  Trade,  I  must  recommend  it  to  you  all  who  are  our 
friends,  and  who  have  now  offered  me  your  Service,  to  exert 
yourselves  immediately  in  the  Execution  thereof,  which  will  be 
the  surest  means  of  convincing  your  much  injured  Brethren  of 
your  Innocence,  and  Disapprobation  of  so  horrid  a  Plot.  — 
Sachims,  and  Warriors,  regard  my  Words  and  lose  no  time  in 
executing  my  Directions.  — 

A  painted  War  Belt. 

On  the  Delivery  of  which  the  Onondaga  Warrior  took  it  up, 
and  Sung  his  War  Song.  —  next  the  Seneca  called  George,  as 
also,  the  Cayugas,  Nanticokes,  Canoys,  and  Mohiccanders,  The 
Purport  of  which  was,  that  they  took  up  the  Hatchet  for  Sir 
William,  and  that  he  could  use  it  against  any  Nation  he  pointed 
out,  who  was  his  Enemy,  and  not  leave  off  till  they  had  destroyed 
them.  —  After  this  Sir  William  Ordered  them  several  Pails  of 
Punch,  Pipes,  and  Tobacco  —  &  parted  for  the  night. — 

Thursday  &  Friday  was  spent  in  Clothing  the  Warriors.  — 
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Df.1 

J  ohnson-hall  Feby  / 7  A  /  7 64  — 
Ent.  Vol:  9/  Sir  William  Johnson’s  Message  to  the  Stockbridge 
P  76  —  ^  Indians 

Children  — 

The  reason  of  my  not  answering  sooner  the  Speech  you  made 
to  me  at  Albany  last  November,  was  on  account  of  the  great 
hurry  and  business  I  have  been  since  engaged  in  with  the  differ¬ 
ent  Nations.  — 

1  am  now  to  inform  you  that  the  Western  Indians  who  Express 

great  sorrow  for  having  made  War  upon  your  Fathers  have  lately 
begg’d  for  peace,  and  agreed  to  make  any  concessions  we  shall 
ask.  The  Chenussios  have  also  desired  the  same,  which  is  not  as 
yet  agreed  to;  but  the  Delawares,  Shawanese  &  others  still  con¬ 
tinue  in  arms  [against  us],'  for  which  reason  I  lately  sent  off  a 
party  of  200  of  the  Five  Nations  against  them,  and  several  others 
are  preparing  to  [go  upon  the  like  Service]  do  the  like.  On  this 
occasion  I  must  desire  your  Service,  and  that  all  of  you  who  love 
your  Father,  and  are  desirous  to  punish  his  perfidious  Enemys 
agreable  to  [your]  promise,  may  come  here  armed  imediately, 
when  I  shall  return  [the]  belts  in  answer  to  you  what  you  spoke 
to  me  upon  at  Albany  and  Expect  you  will  give  that  proof  of 
your  Esteem  for  your  Father,  by  going  out  against  his  Enemy 
in  conjunction  with  others  of  [our]  his  Faithfull  Allies  in  these 
parts,  as  you  have  repeatedly  promised.  —  I  must  observe  to  you 
that  at  this  time  &  on  this  occasion  you  had  better  bring  no 
Women  with  you,  &  only  such  Men  as  are  willing  and  desirous  to 
go  to  War.  —  I  heartily  wish  you  all  well  and  am 

Your  affectionate  Father 
To  the  Sachems  &  Warriors  of  Stockbridge 

]  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9.  In  Guy  Johnson’s 
hand.  Copy  in  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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INDORSED:1 

Albany  Novbr.  10th.  1763 


Speech  of  ye.  Stockbridge 
Inch.  — 

With  Sir  Wm.  Johnsons  Message  to 
them  February  1  7th.  1  764.  — 

Entd.  in  Indn.  Records  in  Vol:  9th.  P  -  12.  — 


FROM  DANIEL  CLAUS 


A.  D.  S. 


Albany  / 7th.  febr 1764  — 


[  ] 

[  ]  Mr.  Abraham  Lyle  or 

Order  the]  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  CurcA 
[and  charge  the  Same]  to  Acco*.  of 

Your  most  Obedh  Servh 
Dan.  Claus 


TO  WILLIAM  SMITH  JR 

Z)/.2 

Johnson  hall  Feb $  17lh  1764 

[  ] 

]  of  Your  letter  of  the  8th.  of  December,  I  have 


[  ]  a  severe  indisposition,  and  after  my  recovery  [ 

[  ]antly  employed  with  a  [ number ]  Succession  of  Indian  [ 
[  ]  now  from  answering  your  favour. 

[  ]  Mr.  Darlington  to  pay  you  imediately  [ 

]  charges  as  mentioned  in  your  Letter,  and  [ 

[  ]  directed  the  deduction  of  the  £10.  .  [ 

[  ]  unsuccessful  suits,  — 


1  First  part  of  indorsement  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 
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[Ia]m  too  much  occupied  to  say  more  on  that  head,  at  [  ] 

out  the  Nat8. 

[  ]ied  in  sending  [off  a]  partys  of  Ind\  ag*.  our  Enemys 
[  ]  also  sent  a  party  of  near  200  a  Few  Days  ago  [ 

]  will  I  hope  be  attended  with  success,  &  pro  [  ]  to  [  ] 

[  ]  our  Frontiers,  the  freind  Ind8.  being  determined  to  prosecute 
]  totally  subdued  our  Enemys.  — 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  Obedt  humble  [  ] 


FROM  WITHAM  MARSH 

A.  L.  S. 


New  York ,  19th.  Feb 3.  1764 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

1 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[Heath 

1 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


] 

]  pleasure  of  Hearing  whether  [  1 

]  came  safe  to  the  Hall,  I  [  ] 

]  carried.  Your  orders  were 
1  to  the  Printer,  and  consultation 
]  Mr.  Banyar.  My  Host  carried 
1  and  deliver’d  them  to  the  Post 
]  ,  let  me  know  if  You  have 
]  Cap*.  Gage  was  to  Sail  with  30  [  ] 

]  with  whom  goes  Passenger,  John 
Mullis  as  SJtewart,  Butler,  &c,  &c  who,  I  believe 

1  try  Him  two,  or  three  Months. 
]  my  Lodging  full  thirteen  weeks,  by  the 
gr]  avel,  more  terrible  than  the  Gout,  I  cou’d 
]r.  Something  has  transpired  relative  to 
]  Imps  are  at  work ;  but  for  what 
]  rant  of.  —  When  I  know  more,  shall  acquaint 
]  I  shall  whilst  I  breath,  do  every  thing  to  prevent  any 
Ras]  cals  who  wou’d  cutt  off  a  King’s  Head  as 
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]  —  We  have  no  small  number  of  that  Class 


]rling  Province.  —  If  my  memory  does  [ 
[  ]  n’ve  not  been  inform’d  of  the  Issue  of  [ 

Argument  about  the  Mandam[us 
Learnedly  prov’d  the  King’s  Right  [ 
the  several  Offices.  —  Upon  the  [ 
must  go  for  the  King ;  all  on  a  [ 
been  only  seven  or  eight  years  [ 
just  Prerogative ,  Said,  He  [ 

T erm.  There  needs  no  Reflection  [ 

We  to  Expect!  —  The  Indep  [ 
cases,  ten  Pound  Bills  will  not  [ 

The  lav/yers  have  begun  a  New  [ 
no  Gentleman,  as  Clerk,  unless  He  [ 
have  £200  with  Him,  and  the  Young  [ 

Now,  as  the  Independents  are  the  pr[ 

Persons  of  their  own  Sect,  and  So  ex[ 
established  Church,  and  consequently  [ 

Is  there  a  Tyrany  equal  to  this?  — - [ 

not  consulting  with  me,  or  people  of  more  [ 


[  ]  ou’d  help  them ;  but  their  avidity  for  [ 

[  ]  al  advantages,  for  Shadows  in  future  [ 

I  forgot  to  mention  that,  by  your  Steward  1  ] 

[  ]  h  so  particularly  points  out  the  proper  [  ] 

]  you  dislike  the  Edition,  I’ll  bring,  or  Sen[d  ] 

[  ]  g’d  a  few  Seeds  from  Antoni, 

[  ]  He  has  received  some  from  England  & 

[  ]  you.  As  soon  as  I  can  go  to 

[  ]  and  keep  them  for  you,  as  choice 

[  ]  Friend  Gamble,  made  me  a  Visit 

[  ]  the  french  clover,  La  Lucerne 

[  ]  to  prevent  little  Maggy’s  — 

]  goes  to  Mr.  Conine’s,  vulgarly 
[  ]ber  it,  wcL  I  hope  I  shall.  — 

[  ]  my  usual  Custom,  I  must  again 
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]  Kindnesses,  as  I  have  the  most  grateful 
]  complements  to  Rac-Sootagh  (Brandt) 
]  &  chgiagh  (Molly),  and  Raginohagh, 
]  more,  nor  can  desire  more  to  be  tho'. 
]  most  Sincere,  obliged,  &  most 
Hble  Servant,  than 

Arigh  wagh  noonchga 
alias 

WM.  Marsh 

[  ]  Baronet, 

[  ]  know  if  Cap1. 


FROM  CHARLES  WILLIAMS 

A.  L.  S. 


New  York  20  Feb^.  1764. 


] 


I  have  a  letter  of  the  29  Ins',  last  from 

]  Informing  me  Admiral  Tyrell  is  there 
]  has  desired  me  to  Get  a 
]  tion  for  Charles  &  David  Williams 
]  thinks  it  may  be  Serviceable 
]  on  will  sail  from  hence  in  about 
]  for  my  presuming  to  beg  Your 
]  Admiral  a  Vessel  arrived  from 
]  will  See  in  the  papers,  Mr.  Jon[es] 

]  to  the  lead  mines  as  Cap'.  Delancey 
]  ing  them  but  have  heard  nothing  Since 
]  on  about  it  had  letters  from  Mr 
]  Compliments  to  You  hope  You  be  good 
]  trouble  &  believe  me  to  be  with  great 


[ 


] 


Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obed'.  Humble  Servant 

Chas.  Williams 


]  best 
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]  &  haste 
]  ing  the  past. 


] 


FROM  JOHN  DUNCAN 

A.L.S. 

[ Schenectady ]  Febrv.  20th.  1764 


Gilbert]  Tice  has  requested  of  me  to  recommend  him 
]  Acquainted  with  him,  he  having  the 
]  of  the  Voluntiers  Sent  to  Fort  Stanwix 
]  that  I  can  with  Safety  Say  he  is 
]  usted  with  the  Command  of  a  Company  of  Rangers 
]  he  rais’d,  or  a  Company  of  Provincials  and 
]  ing  thankfull  if  You’ll  Recommend  him  to  the 

]  Gen1.  Gage  for  the  Same 
s]crap  of  News  that  came  to  me  this  Morning, 
]  have  the  whole  from  England,  Since  writing 
]  nts,  but  from  a  Quarter  not  much  to  be  depended 
]  Rradstreet  is  Supos’d  to  be  one  of  the  Majors  General 
]  have  Sent  you  a  Quarter  of  fine  Beef  by  the 


[ 

[ 

Bearer  but  the  ox  being  [ 
and  not  get  him  over  the  [ 

Frost  continues,  hope  we  [ 
a  few  days. 

I  have  many  pressing  letters  [ 
Settleing  our  Detroit  affairs,  [ 

Some  of  my  Partners  had  declined  [ 
a  thorough  Means  to  Make  them  g  [ 
inclination,  on  which  acc'.  its  Very  po[ 
A  week  or  Ten  Days,  If  I  do  wou’d  [ 
for  a  few  lines  to  the  Lieu'.  Governor  [ 
of  My  Errands  to  Solicit  the  Propo  [ 
to  Such  Officers  that  has  Serv’d  the  [ 
Sensible  your  Mentioning  me  to  him  [ 
on  that  head.  I  have  heard  that  All  [ 
to  get  Lands,  if  So,  I  certainly  think  [ 
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to  get  Lands,  if  So,  I  certainly  think  [  ] 

to  Most  of  them. 

]  Family  with  Sincere  Compliments 
Dr.  Sir 

Your  Most  Obed*.  &  Ever  Oblig’d. 
Sir  Willm.  Johnson  Bar*.  Humble  Serv1. 

John  Duncan 


FROM  HENRY  MONTOUR,  WILLIAM  HARE  AND  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

Copy 1 

Kaunawau  Kohare,  Feb.  21,  1764. 
Sir: 

The  Bearer  hereof  please  to  deliver  eight  Dollars  for  which 
we  war  forc’d  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  Service,  for  a  Hog  for 
the  Warriours  to  make  a  Feast  as  we  could  not  do  otherwase 
as’tha  said  it  was  a  customary  Thing  and  they  hope  Sir  William 
would  not  make  any  Differance  now,  and  please  to  send  Paper 
and  Sealing  Wax  up  to  their  Priest  as  I  have  used  some  of  his 
Paper  and  Wax.  A  Quire  and  Stick  of  Sealing  Wax.  Please 
to  send  no  more,  but  we  remain 

Y our  humbie  Servts 

Sir  William  Henry  Monture,2 3 

William  Hare, 
John  Johnston. 

FROM  HENRY  MONTOUR,  WILLIAM  HARE  AND  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

Copy2 

Kuana  Wahohare,  Feb.  21 ,  1764. 

Sir  William: 

After  our  Respects  to  you  we  must  inform  you  of  the  Reason 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  247;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  206;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Henry  Montour. 

3  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  247-49; 
listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  206.  The  original  in  New  York  State 
Library  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
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of  our  detainment  here,  at  this  Place,  we  being  in  great  Confusion 
here  ever  since  our  Arrival  for  Reason  why,  because  one  Cono- 
kuiasi  and  one  big  Nichols  of  Oneida  hast  sent  two  Belts  through 
the  Six  Nations  to  the  Sinackess  to  tell  them  of  all  our  Designs 
and  force  this  Castle  to  likewise  comply  with  their  Evil  Purposes, 
and  one  young  Warrior  called  Wyyautaukeen  from  old  Oneida 
has  said  he  would  very  soon  scalp  some  white  People  and  then 
immediately  fly  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  there  is  one  of  the  Head 
Warriors  calP  Cut  the  Pumpkin  has  sent  Word  he  will  meet  us 
at  Teurogoa  to  try  what  we  are,  and  he  wishes  to  see  Jacob  the 
Mikouder1  or  Stockbridge  as  he  is  so  long  a  coming  when  he 
could  have  the  Impudence  to  pretend  to  withstand  him.  Last 
Evening  we  received  yours  dated  the  1 2th  Instant2  wherein  we 
acquainted  the  Indians  your  giving  your  Love  to  theire  Warriors 
and  Chiefs  and  then  your  Desire  of  their  exciting  themselves 
in  this  Affair,  depending  which  should  never  be  forgot,  and  would 
redound  unto  their  Credit  hereafter,  and  your  Desire  of  our  push¬ 
ing  on  and  not  delaying  our  Time  in  Things  of  no  Consequence 
or  Moment,  and  likewise  the  hearty  Wishes  of  all  the  Gover¬ 
nors  and  Chiefs  of  the  Country  and  Prayer  of  all  good  People. 

The  Answer  of  the  Indians  to  your  Letter: 

Friend  and  loving  Brother  Wawaukaugee,3  we  return  you 
Thanks  for  your  good  Will  and  Complement  to  us  and  likewise 
the  Complement  of  the  Governors  and  Chiefs.  We  should  have 
been  set  out  before  had  it  not  been  for  them  Belts  sent  by  Conok- 
gorasse  and  Nichols  as  we  had  reasons  to  think  what  would  be 
the  Consequences  that  might  likely  attend  us  and  this  Body  of 
our  Enemy  coming  down  against  us,  for  which  Reasons  Brother, 
we  must  acquaint  you  that  yesterday  our  Chief  Warrior  Cowaha 
set  out  for  Onandaug  in  order  to  see  if  the  upper  Nations  would 
come  down  at  the  request  of  them  Belts  and  he  to  try  his  best 


1  Mohegan.  Note  by  Hough. 

2  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  205,  under  date  of  February  1  1,  1764. 

3  Misreading,  no  doubt,  of  Warraghiyagey,  Sir  William’s  Indian  name. 
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to  alter  there  Minds  and  send  them  back,  and  at  his  Return 
they  imagen  the  whole  Party  will  joyn  us.  However  tomorrow 
Morning  early  we  set  [out]  from  this  on  our  March  for  Auq- 
quage  and  what  Warriors  have  a  Mind  to  joyn  us  to  proceed  and 
the  rest  to  follow  us  as  soon  as  Gowaha  returns.  These  Indians 
desire  you  would  send  for  these  Fellows  to  know  the  Meaning  of 
their  sending  this  Belt  and  let  some  of  these  Indians  come  down 
also  along  with  them  that  he  may  hear  what  they  have  to  say 
for  themselves.  The  aforesaid  Cut  the  Pumpkin  sent  Word  by 
Capt.  Monture  to  come  along  as  he  would  be  very  glad  to  see 
him,  and  we  hope  Sir  William  will  hurry  all  of  them  that  is  be¬ 
hind  to  push  up  to  Auqquage  to  joyn  us  so  as  in  Case  of  a  Re¬ 
treat  that  we  will  be  able  to  push  on  them  again  and  indeavour 
to  rout  them.  The  Indians  of  this  Castle  request  of  Sir  William 
that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  supply  their  Women  with  Pro¬ 
visions  if  required  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  a  reasonable  Manner  and 
that  what  few  Men  there  is  left  accordingly  you  will  supply  them 
with  Fire  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  such  Things  as  they  will 
be  short  of  in  case  of  an  Attack. 

No  more  at  present,  but  our  Advice  to  you,  to  be  on  your 
guard  in  and  on  every  Part  of  the  Mohawk  River,  Schohary, 
Stone  Rauby1  and  Cherry  Vally.  We  remain  your  sincear  and 
ever  devoted  hum1  Serv,s  till  Death. 

Henry  Monture, 
William  Hare, 
John  Johnston. 

FROM  JOHN  DUNCAN 

A.  L.  S. 

Schenectady  23 <i.  Febrv.  1764 

]  favr.  of  1  7th  Ins1,  only,  and  Instantly  Sat 
]  your  order  ready,  Some  of  which  Sent  to 


1  Stone  Arabia. 


[  ] 
[ 

[ 
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[  ]  think  it  will  be  best  to  Send  A  memorandum 

[  ]  the  full  Invoice  with  the  last. 

[  ]  made,  the  rest  will  be  put  in  hands,  I  hope 

[  ]  much,  that  by  not  geting  your  letter  Sooner, 

]  according  to  Expectation,  but  no  time  Shall  be  lost. 
]  ea  sure  to  hear  so  favourable  Accounts  of  the  Indians, 
[  ]  the  world,  notwithstanding  the  Misrepresentations 

[  ]  Id  with  great  truth,  That  Indians  can  &  will  be 

[  ]  by  Misconduct,  which  may  be  also.  Said  with 

[  ]  hand  they  are  to  be  Govern’d  &  brought  to  any 

]  as  they  ought,  without  fraud  or  deceit,  which  has 
]  time  past,  till  of  late,  and  if  everyone,  even  imagin’d 
]  &  certainly  a  great  Many  does,  much  better  than  I  do, 
]  Matter  to  Acc*.  for  all  our  late  disturbances,  Nor 
to  Prevent  the  like  for  the  Future  [  ] 

a  great  dale  on  this  Subject,  and  [ 
any  one  whatsoever. 

Notwithstanding  all  [ 

comes  through  the  great  hardships  [  ] 

yet  that  very  reason  Makes  [  J 

and  think  it  the  very  least  thing  [ 

really  So,  and  by  being  So,  in  all  [  ] 

where  we  cou’d  not  Expect  to  See  any  [ 
been  Sensible  of  this,  and  wou’d  oftner  [ 

done  my  duty,  had  I  imagin’d  it  wou’d  [  ] 

And  if  this  weather  continues,  I  [ 
selves  the  pleasure  to  Visit  the  Prisr.  Some  [  ] 

in  Acknowledging  to  be  Sincerely  Happy  [  ] 

of  Your  freinds,  of  which  I  have  a  [  ] 

thro  gratitude  &c  to  be  able  always  [  ] 

So  than  he  that  Subscrib’s  himself 

Dr.  Sir 

Your  [  ] 

Serv'.  at  Comm  [ 

[John  Duncan] 
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P.S. 

Your  freind  Mr.  Menk  &  rib1,  ] 

Mr*.  Duncan  &  all  this  family  j> 

Join  in  best  Complements.  J 

FROM  JAMES  PHYN 

A.  L.  S. 

Schenectady  24  February  1764 

[  ] 

With  this  You  will  receive  an  Account  [  J 

[  ]  up  agreeable  to  your  kind  des  [  ] 

]  has  come  safe,  &  will  be  ap  [  ] 

[  ]  as  much  as  possible  to  get  every  [  ] 

]  &  where  we  have  fail’d  be  so  good  [  ] 

[  ]  real  want  of  such  articles,  both  here  [  1 

[  ]  imaginable  pains,  has  been  used  [  J 

]  most  obscure  Winkle,  cou’d  not  pro  [ 

[  ]  e  neither  a  pair  of  Stockings  [  ] 

]  Towns  cou’d  not  muster  another  [ 

]  ays  is  none  of  the  best,  but  noth  [  ] 

]  cou’d  be  found.  The  Shoes  from  A1  [ 

]  that.  I  sent  6  pair  fine  in  case  [  ] 

]  h  for  your  purpose.  At  any  [ 

]  to  send  what  by  no  means  [  ] 

]  and  it  gives  us  the  g[ 

at  any  time  when  you  receive  [  ] 

as  return  it  &  with  the  greatest  of  [  ] 

theire  is  not  a  single  peice  of  [  ] 

Their  is  nothing  [  ] 

only  that  6  Carpenters  is  in  [  ] 

carrying  place  at  Niagara  [ 

for  Our  Schenectady  Men  of  f  ] 

transporting  ’em.  Its  [  ] 


1  A  humorous  reference  to  wife. 
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Mr  Wilk’s  life  has  been  made  in  [ 

his  duel,  but  that  the  villans  es  [  ] 

impeach’d  ab[o]ut  ten  on  Suspicion.  [ 

with  this  long  Letter,  but  conclude  [ 

of  all  your  favours,  &  am  with  the  [ 

your  Health  &  Happines 

Sir 

Y our  most  [ 


[James  Phyn] 

[  ]  Sir  William  Johnson 

N:  B  [  ] 

therefore  [ 

[  ] 

FROM  ROBERT  MCKEEN 
Copy 1 2 

Cherry  V alley,  February  25th,  1764. 

Sir: 

I  Have  thought  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  the  present  State 
of  my  Company  and  have  the  Pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  they 
are  all  in  a  good  State  and  in  high  Spirits. 

I  have  kept  a  regular  Guard  at  Capt.  Wells"  ever  since  I 
arrived  at  this  Settlement,  and  reviews  my  Men  every  Week 
and  has  them  stationed  in  the  best  Manner  I  could  for  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  this  Settlement. 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough  pp.  250-51  ;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  207;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  “Mr.  Robert  Wells  and  his  Family  perished  in  the  Massacre  of 
Cherry  Valley,  Nov.  11,  1778.  The  Family  consisted  of  himself,  his 
Mother  and  Wife,  and  four  Children,  his  Brother  and  Sister  and  three 
Domesticks,  not  one  of  them  escaped  excepting  John,  one  of  the  Children, 
who  happened  to  be  absent  at  School  at  Schenectady.  A  Tory  boasted 
that  he  killed  Mr.  Wells  while  at  Prayer.” — Campbell,  William  W., 
Annals  of  Try  on  County,  p.  105. 
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I  should  be  glad  if  your  Honour  wou’d  let  me  know  if  it  is 
necessary  to  send  a  monthly  Return  to  the  Lt.  Governor. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  Humble  Serv1 

Robert  IYRKeen1 

P.S.  In  Case  of  an  Alarm  my  Men  is  always  in  readiness  to 
assemble  at  the  Place  appointed  for  an  alarm  P ost. 

A  monthly  Return  of  Captain  Robert  McLeans  Company  of 
Provincials  now  lying  at  Cherry  Vally,  February  25th,  1764. 

Present  for  Duty. 


Captain, .  1 

Lieutenants  .  2 

Rank  and  File,  ....  50 
Total,  .  53 


Robert  McKeen,  Capt. 

AN  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  23-28,  1764] 

At  a  Meeting  Held  with  several  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras,  and 
Nanticoks  from  Ganughsarvughta,3  Ceghreghsara  at  Johnson  Hall 

Febry.  23d.  — 

Present  Sir  William  Johnson 

John  Butler  Esqr.  Interpret.  — 

GagsWangaroras  Sachim  asked  Sir  Wm.  if  he  was  ready  to 
hear,  who  being  answd.  in  the  affirmative  spoke  as  follows.  — 

1  “Captain  McKean  resided  at  Cherry  Valley  and  early  in  1776  raised 
a  Company  of  Rangers  for  the  Protection  of  that  Place.  He  was  an 
enterprising  and  fearless  Partizan,  and  was  mortally  wounded  in  the 
Summer  in  1781  in  an  Expedition  against  a  Tory  Band  in  the  Border  of 
Schoharie  County.” — Ibid. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

3  Kanasowaga  or  Kanaghseragy,  a  Tuscarora  castle.  See  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names ,  pp.  110-11. 
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Brother.  — 

We  acquainted  you  last  Spring,  (was  a  Year)  to  the  two 
above  mentioned  places  with  the  approbation  of  the  Sachims,  and 
Chiefs  of  Oneida,  and  Tuscorara.  You  then  approved  of  it,  and 
desired  we  would  take  Care  of  our  new  Settlement,  and  encrease, 
and  that  you  would  assist  us,  and  help  to  keep  the  Road  of 
Friendship  leading  thereto,  open.  We  now  assure  you  by  this 
Belt,  that  we  have  done  it  accordingly,  and  that  we  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  Continue  there,  and  follow  nothing  but  what  is  good 
for  your,  and  our  Interest.  — 

A  Belt  7  Rows  — 


Brother.  — 

At  that  time  we  told  you  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
passed  the  Road  to  you,  being  new  and  full  of  Briars,  and  other 
Obstructions,  as  also  crooked.  —  You  then  with  this  Belt  assured 
us  that  you  would  open  up  that  Road,  and  make  it  straight,  and 
good,  so  that  it  might  be  passed  by  with  ease,  and  Safety.  — 
As  we  were  sensible  it  was  a  matter  that  was  agreeable  to  you, 
we  have  therefore  assisted  all  in  our  power  in  keeping  it  open, 
and  assure  you  we  are  determined  to  continue  it,  and  shall  always 
have  our  eyes  fixed  on  you,  and  now  Shew  you  your  Belt  lest  you 
might  imagine  we  were  unmindful  of  our  Promises  at  that  time. 

A  Belt  to  be  retd.  wA  ye.  Road 
through  it.  — 


Brother.  — 

At  said  Meeting  last  Spring  you  desired  that  we  would  be 
careful  in  bringing  up  our  People  Religiously,  and  not  suffer 
them  to  Commit  Irregularities,  and  Violences  on  the  Properties 
of  any  of  their  Brethren,  as  was  too  often  done  by  the  Five  Na¬ 
tions,  which  was  often  productive  of  Quarrels,  and  ill  blood 
between  them,  and  your  People.  —  We  then  assured  you  that 
we  were  determined  to  follow  your  Advice,  and  begged  that 
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Should  any  of  our  People  do  amiss,  you  would  acquaint  us  of  it, 
and  we  would  immediately  endeavor  to  find  out  the  Offenders, 
and  make  satisfaction :  this  we  were  the  readier  to  promise,  as 
we  were  sensible  we  had  our  People  under  Command,  and  being 
but  few,  their  Crimes,  or  Misbehavior  could  not  escape  our 
knowledge.  —  This  we  have  really  done,  and  now  shew  you 
your  Belt  to  let  you  see  we  are  not  unmindful  of  your  Admoni¬ 
tions,  and  our  Promises.  — 

A  Belt  7  Rows  . — 

Then  Tyazawehe  spoke  — 

Brother.  — 

The  person  who  spoke  last  Repeated  everything  that  passed 
at  our  Meeting  in  the  Spring  1762  so  fully,  that  I  have  now  only 
to  acquaint  you  that  we  paid  so  great  a  Regard  to  what  you  then 
Recommended  to  us,  that  we  never  have  given  the  least  Attention 
to  the  many  flying  Reports  which  daily  reach  us  from  different 
Quarters,  constantly  expecting  to  learn  what  News  was  Stirring 
from  you;  at  length,  seeing  so  many  different  Nations  going  back 
&  forwards  to  your  House,  and  hearing  so  many  different  ac¬ 
counts  from  them,  we  at  length  resolved  to  rise,  and  come  to 
know  from  you  what  the  News  was,  and  what  Occasioned  such 
a  Rumbling  of  the  Earth ,  and  we  now  by  these  Strings  beg  you 
will  inform  us  of  everything  necessary  for  us  to  know,  as  we  are 
determined  to  pay  no  Regard  to  the  accounts  given  us  by  any 
other  Person,  and  also  to  be  informed  of  what  News  you  have 
received  from  Home  of  late.  — 

6  Strings  — 

Brother.  — 

We  have  finished  what  we  had  to  Say,  and  have  only  now 
to  acquaint  you  of  the  Appointment  of  OghsWaghtagarat  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  assist  in  Council  as  a  Sachim,  which  we  hope  will  be 
agreeable  to  you.  —  Ended  — 

3  Strings  to  be  Returned 
Sir  William  told  them  that  he  was  this  day  very  buisy  in 
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Clothing,  &  fitting  out  some  Warriors  of  different  Nations,  he 
must  defer  answering  them  till  the  next  day,  and  that  he  would 
acquaint  them  when  he  was  ready.  — 

At  a  Meeting  with  the  before  mentioned  Indians  at  Johnson 
Hall  —  Febry.  24th.  — 

Present  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  J  Dep>'.  Ag1. 

John  Butler  Esqr.  \  Interprets 

Sir  William  addressed  them  as  follows  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  glad  you  have  treasured  up,  and  Remembered  what  I 
said  to  you  last  Spring  on  your  coming  to  your  present  Settle¬ 
ments,  and  also  that  you  have  entered  into  such  wise  Resolutions, 
wch.  I  hope  you  will  continue  to  Observe.  — 

A  Belt  Returned.  — 

Brethren.  — 

You  have  done  wisely  in  Repairing,  and  keeping  open  the 
Road  of  Peace,  and  I  heartily  wish  you  may  continue  to  do  so, 
and  remove  everything  that  is  bad,  out  of  it,  which  will  be  for 
your  Interest,  and  Advantage. 

A  Belt  Retd.  — 

Brethren.  — 

It  pleases  me  much  that  you  took  Notice  of  what  I  said  con¬ 
cerning  your  People,  and  of  my  Advice  to  prevent  them  from 
Committing  Irregularities.  —  Continue  to  do  so,  and  to  Shew 
me  by  your  Conduct  that  you  are  desirous  to  punish  any  People 
for  their  misconduct,  and  ill  behavior.  — 

Retd.  the  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  glad  you  have  strictly  followed  my  Advice  by  disregard¬ 
ing  any  idle  Reports  propogated  by  our  Enemies,  and  I  am  well 
pleased  that  you  have  come  to  me  at  this  time.  —  You  are  not 
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ignorant  of  the  unnatural  War  waged  against  your  Brethren 
the  English,  nor  of  the  Necessity  our  Enemies  in  general  have 
been  reduced  to  of  begging  Peace.  —  It  remains  now  only  to 
punish  those  bad  People  who  continue  against  us.  —  for  that 
purpose  I  have  sent  out  large  Parties  of  the  Five  Nats.  and  I 
trust  you  will  give  me  a  Speedy  proof  of  your  Attachment  to  the 
English  by  following  the  Example.  — 

A  painted  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  approve  of  the  choice  you  have  made  of  AghsWaghtagarai  to 
be  a  Sachim  in  your  Councils,  and  I  heartily  wish  he  may  always 
attend  to  your  Welfare  and  to  promote  your  Regard  for  the 
English.  — 

Returned  the  Strings.  — 

24th.  —  On  this  day  two  Messengers  arrived  from  Oneida  with 
Letters  acquainting  Sir  William  of  the  ill  behavior  of  Canaquiesa, 
and  Nicholosera ,  in  endeavoring  to  stop  the  Party  he  sent  out, 
by  sending  two  large  Belts  through  the  Six  Nations,  desiring  them 
to  Assist  also  in  stopping  them,  and  to  Rise  against  the  English; 
—  Whereupon  Sir  William  wrote  to  the  Officers  not  to  regard 
any  Steps  they  should  take,  but  to  proceed  immediately.  —  Sir 
Wm.  also  sent  3  black  Strings  to  call  down  the  two  above  men¬ 
tioned  Chiefs  immediately  to  answer  for  such  Conduct,  —  at  the 
same  time  also  sent  a  very  large  black  Belt  to  forbid  any  Nation 
interfering  at  their  Peril,  and  to  let  them  know  if  they  did  he 
would  look  upon  them  as  Enemies.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William  sent  another  Belt  to  call  the  Chiefs  of  the  Onon- 
dagas,  &  Cayugas  here  as  soon  as  possible.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

23th.  —  On  this  day  Sir  William  sent  by  Thomas  Wolfe  a  Letter 
(Vide  Page  76)  1  with  a  bloody  Hatchet  to  call  the  Indians  of 

1  Reference  to  page  in  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  See  letter  to  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  ante  p.  68. 
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Stockbridge,  and  Kent  to  Join  the  rest  of  our  Allies  against  the 
Indians  now  in  Arms  against  him  to  be  here  in  ten  days.  — 

Eod.  Die — Cap*.  Wells’1  Son  arrived  here  to  acquaint  Sir 
William  of  the  coming  of  180  Indians  from  Chughnut,  and  Wia- 
loosing  to  offer  their  Service  agh  the  Indians  now  at  War. 

Sir  William  wrote  by  him  to  Cap1.  Welles,  desiring  him  to 
Supply  such  of  the  Indians  as  were  our  friends  with  some  Pro¬ 
visions,  and  to  tell  any  who  have  acted  against  us,  not  to  proceed, 
nor  to  give  them  Provisions,  but  to  apprehend  them,  if  he  could 
distinguish  any  such 

26th.  —  On  this  day  Sir  William  dispatched  two  Indians  to 
Oghquago  with  a  Letter  to  the  Officers  commanding  the  Party,  to 
proceed  immediately  against  Sinsink,  and  the  other  small  Castles 
in  that  Neighbourhood,  and  not  to  wait  for  the  Parties  who  were 
yet  here,  and  desired  they  would  not  be  stopped  by  any  Nation 
whatsoever.  — 

28th.  —  Asserundungas  an  Onondaga,  and  Tagonadennio  a 
Cayuga  with  28  Warriors  marched  from  hence  against  the 
Enemy,  and  promised  to  be  back  here  in  a  month.  —  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  gave  him  a  Belt  for  Canughsadirho  al.  Thomas  a  Mohock 
Chief.  — 

Same  day  Sir  William  Clothed  47  Tuscaroras  &c,  and  9  War¬ 
riors  from  Canughsawaghte,  also  gave  Clothing  for  TiagaWehe 
chief  of  that  Castle  who  went  alone  after  the  Party,  and  some 
for  those  who  were  at  home.  —  Eod,  Die  Recd.  a  Letter 
Express  from  Governor  Penn  concerning,  the  Wialoosing  Indians 
&c  in  his  Government,  desiring  to  know  whether  he  should  send 
them  to  him  by  Water  by  way  of  New  York,  or  by  Land  by 
Susquahannah,  as  it  was  not  safe  for  them  to  Remain  any  longer 
there.  —  Sir  Wm.  wrote  to  him  to  send  them  by  New  York  in 
Vessels,  to  which  purpose,  he  wrote  also  to  the  Governor  there 
to  allow  them  to  pass  that  way.  — 

1  John  Wells  of  Cherry  Valley,  captain  in  the  second  battalion  of 
Albany  County  militia. 
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FROM  HENRY  MONTOUR,  WILLIAM  HARE  AND  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

Copy1 

Auqouge ,2  Feb.  28,  1764 

Sir  William: 

We  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  of  some  Part  of  our 
Success,3  which  if  failed  of  some  Parts  of  the  Mohawk  River 
must  unavoidably  suffer,  as  we  suspect  Cherry  Valley  or  Scho- 
harey. 

The  Prisoners  we  send  to  you  as  a  Token  of  our  prosicuting 
your  Instructions  as  far  as  we  are  able;  the  Commander  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  will  singal  out  and  several  of  them  as  principal  Murderers 
during  the  War  and  reward  them  according  to  their  Desert.  The 
Woman  bringing  down  we  adjudge  as  Scheme  that  they  might 
not  be  suspected  they  are  Murderers  that  has  been  and  they 
have  come  some  of  them  from  Kanisteo.  So  we  leave  Sir  William 
to  act  as  he  pleases. 

We  remain  your  ever  Devoted  and  hum1  Ser,s 

Henry  Monture, 
John  Johnston, 
William  Hare. 

Please  to  excuse  the  Pen  and  Haste,  one  of  the  Prisoners  a 
young  Man  had  the  Impudence  to  bring  some  English  Prisoners 
through  this  Place. 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  ihe  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  255;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  208;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Endorsed  Oghquago,  and  variously  written  as  Onohoghwage,  Au- 
qoage,  Oucqoago,  Oghquaga,  &c.  It  was  situated  on  the  East  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna  in  the  present  Town  of  Windsor,  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 
— note  by  Hough.  The  Johnson  Calendar  spells  this  “Auqvage.” 

3  Success  of  the  expedition  against  Kanisteo. 
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FROM  HENRY  MONTOUR,  WILLIAM  HARE  AND  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

Copy1 

Oucqoago.  March  2d,  1764. 

Sir  William  : 

This  Day  the  Prisoners  set  out  for  your  House  by  the  Way  of 
Oneida,  and  all  the  Oneidas  that  came  with  us  likewise  return 
with  them,  as  they  said  they  had  fulfilled  your  Pleasure  by  taken 
of  so  many  Prisoners  and  chief  Warriors.  Yesterday  we  rec^ 
your  two  Letters  by  an  Onida,  the  one  dated  the  21  of  Feb’y2 3  and 
the  other  the  23d  of  Feb’y,  wherein  we  acquainted  them  of  your 
Concern  for  their  Wellfare  and  your  Desire  of  our  proceeding. 
They  were  very  glad  and  made  Answer  that  they  had  done  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  Will,  which  would  be  a  welcome  Sight  for  you 
to  see  so  many  of  your  sworn  Enemies,  as  they  had  but  one  Belt 
they  thought  they  could  return  with  Honour.  They  presd  very 
hard  for  us  to  come  along  with  them  in  Company,  but  we  consider 
of  our  Errand  refused,  knowing  at  least  Sir  that  we  was  short  as 
yet  for  the  good  Work  now  in  Hand  before  us.  We  then  remain 
here  untill  such  Times  as  the  Arrival  of  other  Forces  to  joyn 
that  we  may  strick  the  Blow  to  Purpose,  which  Sir  you  will  not 
neglect  sending  us  a  Reinforcement  as  soon  and  as  quick  as  pos¬ 
sible,  if  you  should  think  proper  to  send  us  a  Body  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  Whites  to  joyn  the  Body  of  Indians  you  are  about  to  send 
us,  we  think  with  Gods  help  we  may  destroy  a  great  Part  of  their 
Settlements  along  the  Dioago1  River,  the  Ouquagos  are  very 
harty  and  only  wait  for  any  thing  of  a  party  to  joyn  that  they 
may  strick  the  Blow  as  they  say  their  Work  is  as  yet  before  them. 
There  is  here  in  Store  six  Barrells  of  Flour  and  about  a  hundred 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  260-61  ;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  208;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  To  Henry  Montour,  Johnson  Papers,  4:336-3 7. 
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Weight  of  Sugar  belonging  to  Mr.  Wells1  of  Cherry  Vally, 
which  Sugar  would  be  very  usefull  for  any  Body  of  Men  to  make 
Ouquickare  and  the  Flour  likewise  in  Case  required.  We  send 
you  one  Capt  Bull,  the  famous  Head  Warrior  belonging  to  the 
Sqoashcutter,  a  great  Villain,  and  the  rest  of  his  Crew  of  War¬ 
riors.  We  hope  Sir  William  will  not  take  any  Excuses  from  them 
but  punish  them  with  Severity  as  they  deserve.  Two  Brothers, 
Fidlers,  excepted,  being  by  all  Accounts  not  Party  concerned, 
as  Capt.  Monture  knows  them  very  well.  As  to  our  speedy 
Return  it  is  uncertain,  as  Sir  William  must  judge  by  Circum¬ 
stances,  but  you  may  depend  on  our  pressing  it  on  as  far  and  as 
fast  as  possible  we  can,  and  with  Gods  help  we  hope  is  short  of 
give  you  pleasant  Detail  of  our  Success.  We  remain  your  ever 
devoted  and 

Hum1  Servts  till  Death. 

Henry  Monture, 
William  Hare, 
John  Johnston. 

P.S.  Be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  Party.  The  Priest  of  the 
Parish  here  gives  his  Complimts  to  you  and  all  his  Family. 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Johnson  Hall,  March  4-5,  1764 ] 

At  a  Meeting  of  180  Indians  from  ChughnuC  and  Wialoosing 
Held  at  Johnson  Hall  on  March  the  4th.  1  764 — 

Present  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*. — 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Ag*. 

John  Butler  Esqr.  Interph — 

1  Robert  Wells,  who  was  killed  in  Cherry  Valley  massacre,  Nov  II 

1778. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

!  An  Indian  town  on  the  Susquehanna  River  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765  89 

A  munsy,  Chicola  Speaker  stood  up,  and  Spoke  as  follows  — 
Brother  Warraghijagey.  — 

Give  attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  say.  —  I  speak  for  the 
Chughnuts  and  Wialoosings.  —  We  Sachims  of  them  two  Places, 
assure  you  that  we  remember  well  the  first  Engagements  entred 
into  with  the  White  People,  part  of  which  was,  that  we  were 
one  Heart,  one  Mind,  and  that  we  should  feel  alike  any  Mis¬ 
fortune  that  befell  each  other.  —  We  have  therefore  resolved, 
(on  seeing  the  Behavior  of  your  Enemies,  and  the  Steps  taken 
by  you  to  punish  them,)  to  come  to  you,  who  have  the  Care  of 
all  the  Nations,  and  offer  you  our  Service:  and  as  we  see  you 
have  engaged  our  Uncles  the  Five  Nations  against  them,  we 
thought  we  could  do  no  less,  than  act  in  Conjunction  with  them. 
—  We  therefore  now  offer  you  our  Service,  and  you  may  dis¬ 
pose  of  us,  as  you  think  proper.  —  this  we  speak  from  our 
Hearts.  — 

A  Belt  wth.  7  Rows,  wltl.  3  Spots  of  black  mix’d 

Brother  — 

Our  Sachims  having  now  declared  their  Resolutions  of  follow¬ 
ing  your  Directions  in  the  p’sent  affair  you  have  now  in  hand, 
gives  us  Warriors  much  pleasure;  and  we  now  on  our  part  put 
ourselves  under  your  immediate  Command,  and  are  ready  to 
follow  your  directions,  to  the  number  of  60  men,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  our  Services,  and  Sincerity.  — 

A  Belt  w*k.  7  Rows,  and  4  black  Spots.  — 

Brother  — 

I  have  only  now  to  acquaint  you  that  our  very  Women,  and 
Children  are  pleased  at  our  Resolutions,  in  so  much  that  they 
have  strongly  Recommended  it  to  the  Warriors  to  exert  them¬ 
selves  in  your  Cause,  which  indeed  we  have  in  a  great  Measure 
done  hitherto  by  endeavoring  all  in  our  Power  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  passing  through  our  Country,  for  which  reason  they 
look  upon  us  with  an  evil  Eye,  and  call  us  English,  which  we 
now  acknowledge  our  selves  to  be,  and  are  determined  to  live 
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&  dye  by  our  Brethren  the  English,  and  we  confirm  what  we 
now  say  by  this  Belt  of  Wampum.  — 

A  Belt  of  6  Rows  with  6  black  Spots.  — 

The  Speaker  then  told  Sir  William  they  had  finished.  — 

Sir  William  told  them  he  had  heard  with  Pleasure  what  they 
had  said,  and  that  as  it  was  then  late  in  the  night,  he  would  give 
them  an  answer  the  next  day  — 

Then  rose  up  Bill  Gillaway,  and  said  he  had  something  fur¬ 
ther  to  say  for  the  Wialoosing  Indians,  and  desired  Sir  William’s 
Attention.  —  &  said  — 

Brother  — 

I  came  to  see  you  here  last  Winter  out  of  Regard  only,  hav¬ 
ing  then  no  other  business  but  merely  on  that  account.  —  You 
then  told  me  you  were  glad  to  see  me,  and  that  as  you  were 
working  for  the  welfare  of  all  good  Indians,  and  recommended 
to  us  of  Wialoosing  to  be  unanimous,  and  regard  nothing  but 
our  Interest  and  what  was  good  for  the  Good  of  our  People, 
and  that  as  the  Five  Nations,  and  Canada  Indians  were  all  of 
one  mind,  and  your  firm  friends,  you  expected  we  would  be  so 
too  as  it  would  be  for  our  Interest,  to  Convince  you  that  we  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  what  you  then  said  to  us,  we  now  shew 
you  the  Belt  wherewith  yu.  then  Spoke.  — 

(Shewd  the  Belt  — ) 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

Your  Admonitions  to  us  at  that  time  gave  us  of  Wialoosing 
new  Spirits,  and  we  lodged  them  in  our  Hearts  so  deep  as  not  to 
be  Eradicated,  and  we  are  fully  determined  to  keep  up  to  the 
old  Agreement,  so  that  if  any  Nation  hurts  you,  we  shall  resent 
it,  &  share  wA  you  in  the  Quarrel.  — 

A  Belt  5  Rows,  half  Black,  &  half  White.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  of  Wialoosing  being  a  little  enlightened  by  the  Christian 
Religion,  were  in  Hopes  of  enjoying  it,  and  Peace  at  that  Settle- 
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ment  as  it  was  allotted  for  us  by  our  Uncles  the  Five  Nations  who 
lighted  up  a  fire  there  for  us.  —  but,  alas !  it  was  not  long  ere 
the  Senecas  came  &  kicked  away  our  Fire,  and  lighted  it  as 
Assinksing,  on  which  we  were  at  a  Loss  what  to  do,  or  where 
to  go:  We  blundered  along  as  far  as  Diaoga,1  from  whence  we 
Saw  a  fire  burning  clear  at  Otseningo  to  which  Place  we  repaired, 
and  are  determined  to  live  there,  as  You,  and  the  Onondagas 
have  lighted  a  Fire  there,  and  keep  the  same  burning  clear,  where 
nothing  that  is  bad  is  transacted.  —  this,  Brother,  is  our  Resolu¬ 
tion.  — 

A  Belt  8  Rows  w*F  4  double  strokes  black.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  the  Warriors  of  Wialoosing  having  heard  the  Resolutions 
of  our  Sachims,  and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  Nations  now  present, 
as  well  as  of  our  Uncles  the  Five  Nations,  do  assure  you  sincerely 
in  the  Presence  of  the  Great  God,  that  we  will  stand  by  our 
Brethren  the  English,  and  Act  in  Concert  with  the  Nanitcokes, 
and  Canoys  &c —  who  have  also  given  up  their  Warriors  to 
you,  and  we  hope  you  will  take  Care  of  them  as  of  the  Rest. 

Here  gave  a  Belt  8  Rows  wth.  4  double  black  Strokes  — 

Brother.  — 

As  we  are  now  all  become  united  agreeable  to  your  desire, 
and  the  Advice  of  our  Forefathers,  we  are  to  acquaint  you  that 
our  Women,  and  Children  are  also  desirous  of  putting  themselves 
under  your  Protection,  and  we  beg  by  this  Belt  of  Wampum  you 
will  accordingly  take  Care  of  them  and  not  let  them  suffer  by 
our  Attachment.  — 

A  large  Belt  1 3  Rows,  with  4  three  Square  figures.  — 
Brother  — 

Our  Warriors  of  Wialoosing  having  settled  their  Resolutions 
some  time  before  they  left  home,  and  on  our  proposing  to  come 
to  acquaint  you  therewith,  have  thought  proper  to  bring  you  a 
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few  Skins  to  make  you  Gloves,  Shoes,  and  Stockings,  and  we 
now  lay  them  at  your  feet,  and  beg  your  Acceptance  of  them, 
as  you  may  now  have  Occasion  for  such.  — 

32  Deer  Skins,  in  the  Hair  worth  very  little 
Then  their  Speaker  came  up  to  Sir  William,  and  told  him 
they  had  finished  w*.  they  had  to  Say. 

Sir  William  then  told  them  he  was  much  pleased  to  find  his 
Admonitions  had  so  good  an  Effect,  and  that  he  would  give  them 
an  Answer  the  day  following.  —  then  finished  with  Drinking 
the  King’s  Health,  and  parted  for  the  night  —  After  they 
finished,  the  Canoy  Sachim  told  Sir  Wm.  that  as  soon  as  he  had 
given  his  Answer  in  the  Morning,  he  would  let  him  know  some 
News,  that  being  now  all  United  they  were  determined  to  Con¬ 
ceal  nothing  from  their  Brother.  —  Then  a  Cayuga  Returned 
three  Strings  of  Wampum  to  Sir  William,  which  he  gave  the 
last  Week,  on  the  Appointing  of  two  Mohickanders  Sachims, 
namely,  Joachim,  and  Asserego.  — 

Returned  three  Strings.  — 


At  a  Meeting  Held  with  the  Chughnuts  &  Wialoosing  Indians 
at  Johnson  Hall  on  March  the  3th.  — 

Present  as  before  — 

Sir  William  spoke  to  them  as  follows.  —  viz*. 

Brethren  the  Sachims.  — 

I  am  much  pleased  at  your  Behavior,  and  thank  you  as  well 
for  the  Steps  you  have  taken  since  the  Commencement  of  Hostili¬ 
ties,  as  the  Offers  of  Service  now  made  me,  and  you  may  be  as¬ 
sured  I  shall  make  such  a  Use  of  your  Young  men,  as  will  (in 
Conjunction  with  the  Rest)  gain  you  all  Credit,  by  punishing 
those  Indians,  who  are  the  Cause  of  all  our  present  trouble,  and 
thereby  restore  Peace  to  your  Settlements,  and  the  Country  in 
general,  after  which  Trade,  and  Hunting  will  flourish  to  our 
mutual  Interest. 


A  Belt. 
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Brethn.  Chieft3.  &  Warriors.  — 

Your  following  the  Advice  of  your  Sachims,  and  the  Example 

of  your  Uncles  the  Five  Nats.  now  engaged  against  our  Enemies 

is  is  very  commendable,  and  pleasing  to  me,  as  it  will  be  to  all 

your  Brethren;  and  as  you  have  now  Offered  your  Service,  and 

put  your  selves  under  my  Command,  I  shall  take  the  proper 

Care  of  you  and  send  you  to  Join  these  Parties,  now  out  against 

the  Enemy.  —  .  „  , 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  highly  approve  of  the  Sagacity  of  your  Women  in  encourag¬ 
ing  the  Warriors  to  an  Exertion  of  their  Abilities  against  our 
Enemy,  which  is  what  they  are  bound  to  do  by  the  first  Agree¬ 
ment  made  between  our  Forefathers,  whose  Treaties,  and  En¬ 
gagements  we  are  bound  to  Observe;  otherwise  we  do  wrong, 
and  cannot  live  in  that  friendship,  which  is  necessary  to  be  kept 
up  between  Brethren,  and  Friends.  —  As  to  the  Reflections 
cast  upon  you  by  them  foolish  bad  People,  who  know  not  what 
they  are  about,  &  who  last  year  passed  through  your  Towns  on 
their  way  to  wage  War  against  your  Brothers,  the  English,  they 
are  much  to  your  Credit,  and  their  Shame,  and  as  long  as  you 
continue  to  deserve  being  called  English,  you  may  be  assured 
of  their  Friendship,  and  Protection,  as  also  of  my  Care  of  you, 
of  which  I  shall  to  Morrow  give  you  a  Proof  by  Clothing  your 


People  now  here. 


A  Belt.  — 


Brethren  of  Wialoosing.  — 

I  am  heartily  glad  the  Admonitions  which  I  gave  you  last 
Fall  (when  here  on  a  mere  Visit)  have  had  so  good  an  Effect; 
and  you  may  be  assured  whenever  I  give  you  further  Advice,  it 
will  be  for  your  Good.  —  You  may  plainly  see  by  numberless 
Instances  that  the  English  have  a  Regard  for  all  good  English, 
and  that  it  is  therefore  the  Duty,  as  well  as  Interest  of  all  Indians 
to  live  in  the  strictest  Friendship  with  them,  which  as  your  friend 
I  strongly  recommend  to  you  all.  —  ^ 
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Brethren  of  Wialoosing.  — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  you  have  embraced  Christianity, 
and  I  must  desire  you  will  improve  in  it,  all  in  your  power,  as  it 
will  be  for  your  Interest  here,  as  well  as  in  the  world  to  come.  — 
the  more  you  suffer  in  this  World  on  account  of  your  Religion,  the 
greater  will  be  your  Reward  hereafter.  —  those  People  who 
scattered  your  Fire,  removed  it  to  Assinsink 1  and  broke  up  your 
Settlement,  by  which  you  are  distressed,  could  not  be  your 
friends;  therefore  you  should  the  readier  Join  your  Brethren  in 
punishing  those  wicked  P eople  who  are  Enemies  to  Christianity, 
and  Society.  —  Your  Choice  of  settling  by  the  clear  light  of  the 
Fire  of  Otseningo,  was  I  think  very  providential,  and  your  Res¬ 
olution  of  joining,  and  living  with  the  People  of  that  Settlement, 
is  what  I  much  approve  of,  as  they  are,  and  ever  will,  I  trust 
continue  a  good  People,  &  firm  friends  to  the  English,  who 
alone  can,  and  will  protect,  and  Serve  them,  as  well  as  you,  and 
all  well  disposed  Indians;  and  whilst  they,  and  you  behave  as 
such,  I  shall  always  have  a  careful,  and  friendly  Eye  towards 
you,  and  assist  all  in  my  power  to  make  it  a  large  Fire,  &  you  a 
considerable  People.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren,  Chiefts.  &  Warriors.  — 

Your  hearty,  and  manly  Resolutions  now  made  in  the  Presence 
of  the  Almighty,  on  whom  you  have  called  to  witness  the  Truth 
of  them,  and  also  of  the  different  Nations  now  assembled,  give 
me  great  Satisfaction,  and  leave  me  no  Room  to  doubt  the 
Sincerity  of  them:  I  have  therefore  only  to  recommend  to  you 
all  to  exert  yourselves  like  men  against  your,  and  our  Enemies, 
and  in  such  Case  I  will  take  Care  of  you,  and  provide  you  with 
Clothing  &c  suitable  to  Warriors.  — 

A  Belt. 

Achsinnessink,  Assinissink,  Asinsan  or  Atsinsink,  place  of  small  stones, 
was  a  Monsey  or  Delaware  village  on  the  east  side  of  Sing  Sing  creek,  in 
the  town  of  Big  Flats— said  by  some  authorities  to  have  been  called  after 

John  Sing  Sing,  a  friendly  Indian.  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names 
pp.  41-42. 
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Brethren.  — 

I  am  thankful  to  your  Women  for  their  good  Advice  to  you 
Warriors,  and  I  hope  you  will  follow  it,  in  which  Case,  you, 
and  they  will  be  entitled  to  our  favor,  and  Protection.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren  of  Wialoosing,  &  Chughnot.  &c 

I  have  now  finished  my  Answer  to  your  Speech,  and  hope 
you  will  all  pay  a  due  Regard  to  what  I  have  Recommended, 
and  to  what  you  have  solemnly  promised  at  this  Meeting  in  the 
Presence  of  other  Nations,  who  will  be  so  many  Evidences 
against  you,  should  you  act  a  different  part,  which,  as  you  have 
embraced  Christianity,  I  can  hardly  suspect  you  of.  —  I  should 
rather  expect  you  would  vent  your  indignation,  and  Resentment 
against  your,  and  our  Enemies,  who  have  been  the  means  of 
driving  you  from  your  flourishing  Settlement,  and  Scattering  you 
about  the  World,  which  is  now  your  Case.  —  but  if  you  behave 
well,  and  act  a  proper  part  now,  I  will  endeavor  to  collect  your 
distressed,  and  dispersed  People,  and  enable  you  to  become  yet  a 
flourishing  Nation.  —  what  I  mean  by  acting  a  proper  part,  is 
that  your  young  men  will  all  rise,  and  join  their  Uncles  against 
these  wicked  Indians,  who  are  the  Cause  of  all  our  present 
Troubles,  and  this  I  desire,  and  expect  you  will  do  without  any 
Loss  of  time,  as  you  have  now  promised  to  follow  my  Direc¬ 
tions.  — 

A  War  Belt,  painted  — 

N  :B  —  Before  the  Speaker,  who  was  a  Cayuga  had  delivered 
a  Word  on  the  ^Var  Belt,  he  begun  the  War  Song,  which  was 
followed  by  a  great  Number,  and  then  took  up  the  Belt,  and 
delivered  Sir  William’s  Speech  which  met  with  universal  Ap¬ 
probation.  —  Then  the  sev!.  Chieftains  delivered  in  their  Re¬ 
turns  in  bunches  of  Sticks  to  the  Amount  of1  men  who  promised 
to  go  immediately  on  Service.  —  Then  Chicola  stood  up,  and 
with  two  Bundles,  1 8  Deer  Skins  begged  for  some  Clothing  for 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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those  at  home:  to  which  Sir  William  answered  that  as  soon  as  he 
had  done  Clothing  the  whole,  he  would  consider  his  Request  — 
and  ordered  them  Drink,  Tobacco  &c  —  and  Ended.  — 


TO  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

A.  L.  S.1 


Sir — 


Johnson  Hall  Alarch  7  th.  1764 


Since  my  last,  to  You,  the  Bearer  Red  Head2 3  with  a  few  of 
his  Nation  arrived,  &  inform  me,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Six 
Nations  are  on  their  way  hither,  &  will  be  here  in  a  few  days; 
As  he  imagines  to  bring  about  a  Peace  between  Us  &  the  Chenus- 
sios,  of  whom  there  is  also  a  great  Number  comeing.  — 

After  this  Meeting  is  over,  I  shall  be  able  to  form  a  thorough 
Judgement  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  Indians  in  General,  &  what 
I  shall  be  able  to  do  with  them.  Even  as  Affairs  are  now  circum¬ 
stanced,  I  am  certain  I  can  provide  that  Number  mentioned  in  my 
last,  &  probably  many  more  to  act  against  the  Enemy.  — 

Your  takeing  notice  of  Red  Head  &  those  few  with  him, 
(who  are  cheifly  going  down  to  trade),  will  have  a  good  effect, 
this  I  need  not  recommend  to  You,  as  You  know  w*.  a  mercenary 
kind  of  People  they  are,  &  how  to  be  gained  by  good  treatment 

&  presents.  —  T 

1  am 

Sir 


CoL1.  John  Bradstreet —  Yr.  Most  Humble  Serv'. 

WM.  Johnson 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 


Copy' 

Fort  George,  N.  Y.  March  9th  1764. 


Dear  Sir, 

None  of  your  Friends  more  heartily  congratulate  with  you  on 


1  In  Collection  of  Stephen  H.  P.  Pell,  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y. 

2  An  Onondaga  chief. 

3  Printed  in  Neu>  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  31  M2. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


97 


the  first  success  of  the  Parties  you  sent  out  against  the  Enemy 
Indians  than  I  do,  &  none  now  can  doubt  of  the  great  influence 
you  have  on  the  Six  Nations. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  yours  by  the  Express  from 
Governor  Penn,  I  communicated  it  to  the  Council  who  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  not  to  admit  those  Indians  into  this 
Province,  as  they  suspected  much  that  out  of  resentment  they 
would  give  bad  impressions  to  the  Indians  among  whom  they 
come.  At  the  same  time  they  are  desirous  of  knowing  your 
opinion  in  case  any  farther  application  be  made  from  Pensilvania. 
Gen.  Gage  and  Col.  Bouquet  are  of  the  same  opinion  with  the 
Council. 

I  am  now  writing  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  by  the  Packett 
which  is  to  sail  next  Sunday  &  shall  not  fail  to  mention  your 
good  success.  I  am  with  the  most  affectionate  Esteem  Dear  Sir. 

P.  S. — All  the  Lands  between  Fort  Edward  and  Lake  George 
are  already  Granted  or  Promis’d.  No  Lands  can  now  be  Pur¬ 
chased  of  the  Indians,  but  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  King’s 
late  Proclamation. 


FROM  JOHN  R.  HANSEN 

Copy 1 

Capt.  Eckersons,  Wisersdorp,2  March  12,  1764. 
Honoured  Sir: 

Received  yours  of  the  3d  Inst,  and  have  since  proceeded  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  Directions,  in  dispatching  a  Serg1  with  10  Men 


1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  263-64;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  210;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  “Weiser’s  Dorp  was  on  the  Site  of  the  present  Village  of  Middle- 
burg,  Schoharie  Co.  It  was  named  from  Conrad  Weiser,  a  prominent 
early  German  settler.” — Hough’s  note. 
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of  my  Compy  and  6  of  the  Militia  in  Company  with  6  Indians 
for  Ouaghquago  last  Saturday.  Yesterday  five  of  the  Indians, 
all  Mohawks,  returned  here  to  me,  with  two  Indians  which  they 
say  are  their  Prisoners,  and  told  me  for  what  Reason  they  had 
taken  them,  they  at  first  refused  to  tell  me,  and  insisted  that  I 
should  take  them  and  send  them  down  to  your  Honour,  and  if 
I  would  not  that  they  would  immediately  kill  them.  I  then  re¬ 
quested  of  the  Head  of  them,  one  Joseph  a  Sachem,  that  he 
would  send  one  or  two  of  his  Men  along  with  the  Prisoners  to 
your  Honour.  He  told  me  he  could  not  do  that  for  he  was 
afraid  if  he  did  not  go  off  with  his  Warriors  and  our  Men  to 
Onoghquago  that  his  Brethren  there  would  suffer. 

He  then  cautioned  me  in  particular  about  the  Prisoners  and  in 
particular  against  one  of  these  named  George  O'Moke  and  said 
that  the  said  O'Moke  had  threatened  one  of  their  old  Indians  and 
a  Squaw  and  say’d  as  soon  as  the  young  Men  their  Warriors  was 
gone  against  their  Brethren  the  DelaiOares ,  that  they  then  would 
kill  their  Wifes  and  Children  here.  This  Morning  two  of  the 
Mohawks  again  returned  to  me,  who  having  heard  that  I  should 
have  ordered  the  Prisoners  to  be  unty’d  and  say’d  that  if  I 
order’d  any  such  Thing  and  the  Prisoners  should  escape,  that 
they  would  be  afraid  to  go  to  Onoghquago  for  fear  of  the  severall 
Threats  made  by  the  Prisoners. 

The  Serg'  who  I  gave  the  Command  of  those  Men  assigned 
for  Onoghquago  I  have  gave  particular  Instructions  agreable  to 
my  own  Instructions  received  from  your  Honour;  the  Serg*  is 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  Tongue.  His  Instructions 
are,  that  he  shall  act  no  farther  than  what  is  agreeable  to  Heads 
of  that  Tribe  or  as  your  Honour  may  further  direct  him. 

The  remaining  Part  of  my  Compy  are  all  fitt  for  Duty.  I 
have  placed  so  the  best  Advantage  in  Case  of  an  Attack  with 
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our  Arms  in  the  best  Manner.  The  Company  having  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  Pay  yet  since  they  have  been  raised  causes  an  infinite 
Trouble,  notwithstanding  all  I  can  do  to  the  contrary  to  prevent 
it. 

I  am  Honoured  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Serv1  to  Command. 

To  the  Honourble  John  R.  Hansen. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart. 

FROM  THE  CHIEF  SACHEM  AND  WARRIORS  OF  STOCKBRIDGE 

L.  S.1 

Stockbridge  March  12th.  1764. 

Honrble  Sir 

This  comes  with  my  Compliments  To  you  Assureing  you  of 
the  pleasure  I  have  in  your  being  appointed  agent  of  the  Indians. 

At  your  call  we  come  To  engage  in  the  war  against  the 
enemies  of  our  King  and  country  considering  The  smallness  of 
this  Town  and  the  few  men  we  have  you  will  excuse  us  that  we 
have  furnished  but  about  Twenty  men  for  the  war.  1  have  en¬ 
couraged  as  many  of  my  people  To  go  into  the  Service  as  I 
Judged  you  would  require  I  hope  you  will  take  a  fatherly  care  of 
them  as  we  look  upon  [you]  as  our  father. 

When  the  white  people  came  first  to  this  land  They  were  small 
and  we  were  great  and  we  took  them  into  our  bosoms  and  pro¬ 
tected  them.  This  is  well  known  of  the  Mohekunnucks  how 
friendly  they  were  and  now  the  white  people  are  become  great 
and  filled  the  land  and  you  our  father  are  as  a  great  tree  under 
whom  the  Indians  rest  and  Shade  themselves.  We  the  old  men 
and  councellors  desire  you  To  take  into  your  bosom  our  young 
men  who  go  to  war  by  your  call.  We  pray  our  father  to  keep 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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them  from  all  bad  practices  and  make  them  hear  our  father.  We 
are  your  obedient 

Children  Benjamin  KoKHKEWENAUNAUT 
Chief  Sachem  in  the  Name  of  the  Tribe 

To  SR.  Willm.  Johnson  Bar'. 

ADDRESSED  : 

To  the  Honrble.  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 

At  Mount  Johnson  or  Johnsons  Hall 

Pr  The  Indian  Worriours  of  Stockbridge 

INDORSED1 

Stockbridge  March 

12th.  1764- 


Letter  from  ye.  Cheif  Sachim 
&ca.  of  Stockbridge 
by  the  Party  of  Warriors 

WARRANT  OF  THOMAS  GAGE  TO  ABRAHAM  MORTIER 

Contemporary  Copy2 

[Neu)  York,  13lh.  March,  1764] 

By  His  Excellency  The  Honble.  Thomas  Gage  &ca,  &ca,  &ca. 
You  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  out  of  such  Monies  as 
are  or  shall  come  to  your  hands  for  the  Extraordinary  Expences 
of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  under  my  Command,  to  Pay  or  Cause 
to  be  Paid  to  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'.  His  Majesty’s  Sole 
Agent  for  &  Superintendant  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern 
District  or  his  Assigns  without  Deduction,  the  Sum  of  Seven 
Hundred  Thirty  Two  Pounds  Two  Shillings  &  One  Penny, 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Original  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  210. 
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New  York  Currency;  Equal  to  Four  Hundred  Twenty  Seven 
Pounds,  One  Shilling  &  Two  Pence  Half  Penny  Sterling;  being 
on  Account  of  Expences  Incurred  in  the  Department  of  Captain 
Claus  Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  in  Canada;  for  Sundry 
Expences,  &  Presents  Delivered  by  him  to  the  Different  Indian 
Nations  in  that  District;  during  the  Year  1763;  And  for  so 
Doing,  this  with  the  Acquittance  of  Said  Sir  William  John¬ 
son  Bar*,  or  his  Assigns  shall  be  your  Sufficient  Warrant  &  Dis¬ 
charge. 

Given  &ca.  New  York,  13th.  March,  1764 
To  Abraham  Mortier  Esqr. 

Dep:  Paymr.  Gen: — 

INDORSED : 

Copy/  Warrant 

To  Abraham  Mortier  Esqr.  to  pay  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Sole  Agent 
for  &  Superintendant  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  District 
£427 :1 :2/i  Ster§.  on  Acco*.  of  Expences  incurred  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Captn.  Claus  Dep:  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
Canada,  for  Sundry  Expences  &  Presents  delivered  by  him  to  the 
Different  Indian  Nations  in  that  District  during  the  Year  1  763 
Dated  New  York,  13th.  March,  1764 — 

FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  Df.  S.1 

Lebanon  March  14.  1764 
Sir. 

The  Occasion  of  My  giving  Your  Honr.  this  Trouble  is  [in 
ye.  first  place  to  Acquaint  You  that  the  Lads  from  Your  Quarter 
With  Me  are  all  Well,  are  constantly  devoted  to  School  under 
a  learned  and  Skillful  Master  and  Make  good  Proficiency  in 
Learning,  little  Peter  appear  to  be  a  fine  Genius  indeed  —  but 


1  In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 
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in  the  next  place  &] 1 2  more  Especially  to  inform  You  of  a  Report 
Which  is  bruited  about  New  England  Which,  though  too  foolish, 
one  would  think  for  the  Devil  himself  to  be  the  Author  of  it.  Y et 
it  has  been  so  often  and  So  Confidently  Asserted  that  it  has 
amazingly  gaind  credit  to  the  No  Small  prejudice  of  the  Indian 
Cause,  and  Especially  of  the  Character  of  Joseph.  Thayendena- 
genr  [Which  is  this.]  Viz.  that  he  is  gone  over  to  the  Enemy 
and  has  put  himself  at  the  Head  of  a  large  Party  of  Indians  to 
militite  against  the  English.  And  Such  is  the  credit  Which  the 
Report  has  gaind  that  When  I  preferrd  A  Memorial  to  the 
gen1.  Assembly  at  Boston  last  month  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Improvement  of  Sir  Peter  Warrens  Legacy  to  the  Support  of  this 
School,  it  Was  rejected  till  Said  Report  Should  be  cleard  up 
to  their  Satisfaction  and  without  that  to  be  finally  Rejected.  I 
therefore  desire  your  Honr.  Would  Certify  me  by  a  Line  of  the 
Truth  or  falsehood  of  Said  Report  as  Soon  as  may  be  —  and 
if  you  please  cover  [it]  and  direct  it  to  Mr.  Rob1.  Nevens.  or  Mr. 
Eleazr.  Pomeroy  at  Hartford,  please  to  give  My  Love  to  Joseph 
and  Inform  him  that  We  want  to  hear  from  him.  and  a  [Iso] 
let  him  know  y*.  if  he  desires  to  return  to  my  Family  and  School 
he  Shall  be  heartily  Wellcome  to  all  the  Advantages  We  can 
Afford  him  for  his  profiting  himself  thereby. 

The  Boys  from  Your  Quarter  are  all  Well,  are  constantly  de¬ 
voted  to  School,  behave  Well  and  Make  good  Proficiency  under 
a  learned  and  Skillful  Master.  —  little  Peter  appears  to  be  a  fine 
genius  indeed  —  I  am  Sir  With  Most  Respect 

Your  Honour 
Very  Obedient  & 
Humle  Serv'. 
Eleazar  Wheelock 

1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 

2  Joseph  Brant  (Thayendenagea)  entered  Moor’s  Charity  School  on 
Aug.  1,  1761  ( Wheelock’s  Narrative,  1:40),  when  he  was  nineteen, 
although  W.  L.  Stone,  Life  of  Joseph  Brant,  1  :2 1 ,  thought  he  was 
younger  when  he  was  enrolled  there. 
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INDORSED: 

To  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
March  14,  1764 

of  Joseph  Brant 
report  of  joining 
^hostile  Indians 

TO  JOHN  STUART 

Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall,  March  18,  1764. 

Sir: 

I  Have  had  the  favour  of  your  Letters  of  the  10th  Decr  & 
16th  January  last,  which  I  should  sooner  have  ansd  but  for  the 
extraordinary  Hurry  and  Business  I  have  been  engaged  in,  the 
great  Resort  of  Indians  and  the  Variety  of  their  Affairs  occupy¬ 
ing  my  whole  Time,  nor  especially  at  this  Season  can  they  be 
neglected  with  Prudence. 

Since  the  Command  of  the  Army  devolved  upon  General 
Gage  I  have  been  impowered  to  make  use  of  the  Services  of 
the  friendly  Nations  agst  our  Enemys,  and  have  sent  out  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Partys  above  300  of  them.  The  first  of  these  Partys  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  North  Branch  of  Susquehanna  41  Delawares  with 
their  Chief.  I  deliver’d  over  sev1  of  them  amongst  those  who 
attached  to  our  Interest  to  replace  their  deceased  Relations,  and 
sent  1 4  of  them  with  their  Chief  to  Albany  under  a  Guard,  from 
whence  they  will  be  forwarded  to  New  York.  A  small  Party 
of  10  has  since  fallen  in  with  a  scalping  Party  of  9  Enemys 
(who  seemed  destined  against  some  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pensil- 
vania),  of  these  they  killed  one  and  made  three  Prisoners,  whom 
I  daily  expect.  The  killing  of  this  Indian  by  a  Party  of  their 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  268-69;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  211;  the  draft  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 


104 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


own  Sort  will  greatly  promote  the  Cause  and  interest  our  Friends 
more  heartily  in  our  Behalf. 

These  Partys  have  already  shown  their  Importance,  the 
Enemy  are  greatly  alarmed,  Numbers  have  retired  toward  the 
Twightwees,  and  the  rest  knowing  that  Indians  are  best  calculated 
to  destroy  them,  have  forsaken  their  Castles  and  will  shortly  be 
reduced  to  great  extremity  if  not  totally  subdued. 

The  Chenussios  and  other  Enemy  Senecas  have  sent  me  sev¬ 
eral  Deputys  from  each  of  their  Towns  with  Proposals  of  Peace, 
which  will  not  be  granted  them  but  on  Terms  most  adventageous 
to  our  Provincials  at  the  German  Flatts.  I  have  ordered  Augh- 
quago  to  be  reinforced  by  a  Detachment  of  a  Capt.  2  Subs  and 
60  Men,  and  sent  the  like  Number  to  Canowwaroghere,1 2  a  Vil¬ 
lage  of  Oneidas,  whose  Men  are  all  going  out  against  the 
Enemy.  These  Garrisons  for  the  Indians  will  not  be  required 
for  above  4  or  5  Weeks  and  will  greatly  forward  the  Service  by 
the  Encouragement  it  will  give  the  Indians. 

I  cannot  but  agree  in  Opinion  with  the  Council,  that  the  Wya- 
loosins,  &c.  might  give  bad  Impressions  to  the  rest,  but  I  was 
determined  and  prepared  to  guard  against  that  and  hoped  to  be 
able  to  remove  any  unjust  Suspicion  they  might  conceive  having 
(without  vanity  I  may  say  it)  a  greater  Influence  now  over  the 
many  Nations  in  our  Alliance  than  ever.  However  as  General 
Gage  informs  me  that  he  has  proposed  an  Asylum  for  them  in 
Burlington  Barracks,  I  think  it  will  answer  very  well  for  the 
present. 

Capt.  Duncan"  of  Schenectady  has  requested  I  would  repre¬ 
sent  to  you  his  Request,  whether  he  may  have  his  Proportion  of 
Land,  he  sold  out  of  the  44th  Regiment,  but  thinks  he  may  claim 
some  Title  on  account  of  the  Service  he  performed  last  Year,  as 
will  appear  from  Lt.  Cambells  Certificate. 

1  Now  Oneida  Castle,  south  of  Oneida.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal 
Place  Names,  p.  137. 

2  John  Duncan,  a  Merchant  of  the  City  of  Schenectady.  He  died  at 
Albany,  May  5,  1791,  aged  69  years. — Hough’s  note. 
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FROM  ROBERT  ELLIOT 

A.  L.  S.1 

Albany  March  19lh.  1764 
Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  Cap*.  Des  Garmo2  arriv’d  here  with  14 
Indian  prisoners  &  deliver’d  me  your  favour  of  the  15. Cur*.3  I 
have  Honor  d  Cap*.  Bull  w*C  the  Heavyest  Irons  that  cou’d  be 
got  &  all  the  rest  are  likewise  in  Irons  &  Confined  in  one  of  the 
Cellars  under  the  Hospital,  where  with  the  Sentry’s  that  are  over 
them  I  think  will  make  all  Attempts  they  may  make  to  Escape  im¬ 
possible 

You  may  be  Assur’d  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  see  &  to 
hear  of  the  Success  of  your  partys,  which  I  hope  will  still  con¬ 
tinue 

I  am 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obeideint  and 
most  humble  Servant 

R.  Elliot4 5 

SR.  WM.  Johnston  Bar*. 


INDORSED : 

Albany  March  19th.  1  764  — 
From  Lt  Coll  Elliot 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copyr’ 

[Johnson  Hall,  March  5-23,  1764] 
March  5th.  —  On  this  day  the  Red  Head  with  four  Onondagas 

1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

2  Captain  John  De  Garmo. 

3  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  211. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Elliot  of  the  55th  regiment. 

5  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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arrived  here,  and  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  that  the  Six  Nations  were 
coming  down  to  speak  with  him,  and  above  300  Senecas  who 
were  desirous  of  making  Peace.  —  Sir  William,  in  answer  told 
them,  it  was  unprecedented  for  such  a  Number  to  come  on  such 
business,  and  that  besides  it  was  contrary  to  his  Directions,  and 
Message.  — 

6th.  —  Sir  William  dispatched  an  Onondaga  with  a  Belt  of 
Wampum  to  stop  the  Coming  of  any  more,  than  the  Sachims,  and 
Head  Warriors,  unless  they  were  arrived  in  the  Settlements,  in 
which  Case,  he  ordered  them  to  come  to  his  House,  rather  than 
Stay  amongst  the  Inhabitants.  —  he  also,  by  said  Indian  forbid 
any  Nation,  or  Indian  whatever  attempting  the  Release,  or 
Liberty  of  the  Indian  Prisoners,  coming  down.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Same  day  Sir  William  sent  Cap*.  Butler  to  Conjohare  with 
Clothing  for  the  Women,  and  Children  of  that  Castle,  also  for 
the  old  People,  being  1  in  Number.  — 

Mightaman  chief  Warrior  told  Sir  William  that  they  of  Wia- 
loosing  were  but  1 2  Warriors  here,  but  that  when  they  got  Home, 
there  would  be  many  to  Join  them,  and  that  they  would  go  out 
by  themselves  under  one  Cap1.  — 

8th.  —  The  Indians  being  all  assembled  in  the  Council  Room,  the 
Headman,  or  King  of  Wialoosing  stood  up,  and  with  two  Belts, 
and  a  large  Bunch  of  Wampum  acquainted  Sir  William  wth. 
what  had  passed  between  them  of  that  Settlement,  and  the  Nanti- 
cokes,  and  Conoys,  the  Purport  of  which,  was  the  latter  request¬ 
ing  them  to  leave  their  Settlement  (it  being  in  the  Warriors  Road 
who  now  go  constantly  to  War  against  their  Brethren,  the 
English)  and  come,  and  live  amongst  them  at  Otseningo,  who  wrt. 
gladly  receive,  and  take  them  out  of  the  way  of  danger,  and 
then  added  that  they  had  agreed  thereto,  and  were  for  the 
most  part  on  their  way  thither  as  far  as  OiOegey.  — 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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Sir  William  thanked  the  N anticokes,  and  Conoys  for  the  Care, 
and  friendship  they  had  shewn  to  the  Wialoosing  Indians,  and 
also  approved  of  the  latter  complying  with  their  desire  by  an 
acceptance  of  their  Offer  —  then  Concluded  by  Recommending 
to  them  all  to  live  in  strict  friendship  at  Otseningo,  and  follow 
his  Advice,  which  would  tend  to  their  mutual  Interest,  assuring 
them  that  if  they  did,  he  would  always  have  an  equal  Regard 
for  them,  as  for  the  rest  of  the  Confederacy.  — 

Same  day  Sir  William  dispatched  Cap*.  Butler  to  the  German 
Flats  in  order  to  meet  the  six  Nations  coming  down,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  Quarrel,  or  Disputes,  —  and  in  his  way  up,  to  leave 
Powder,  Ball,  Flints,  Paint,  and  Deer  Skins  at  Conjohare  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians  of  that  Castle,  they  having  none.  —  Also 
sent  a  Letter  to  them  in  answer  to  theirs,  by  Express  with  three 
Strings  of  Wampum  desiring  them  to  keep  a  good  Look  out.  — 

On  same  day  P.  M.  Seven  Messengers  arrived  here  from  the 
Onondaga  Council  to  let  Sir  William  know  that  the  Five  Na¬ 
tions  were  coming  down  to  treat  with  him,  and  100  Senecas, 
with  a  great  Number  of  Women,  in  order  to  make  Overtures 
of  Peace.  —  Sir  William  desired  that  they  might  set  off  the 
morning  following  in  order  to  meet  the  said  Indians,  and  deliver 
them  a  Message  from  him  to  the  same  Purport  as  sent  before, 
viz*.  -  that  as  it  was  unprecedented  for  any  Nation  at  War  to 
come  with  so  great  a  Number  of  Warriors  to  treat  about  Peace, 
he  desired  they  might  not  proceed  with  above  Six,  or  eight  Chiefs 
from  the  Chenussios,  and  their  Adherents.  —  and  also  to  tell 
them  that,  should  any  of  them  be  foolish  enough  to  come  down 
with  Hopes  of  Trading,  they  must  expect  to  be  disappointed,  and 
return  without  any,  as  no  Trade  should  be  allowed  them,  or  any 
Nation  at  War  with  the  English,  until  proper  Satisfaction  was 
made  them,  and  all  matters  properly  settled  between  them.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William,  on  the  same  day  ordered  the  Militia  Companies 
in  arms,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  Readiness  in  case  the  Chenus¬ 
sios  should  attempt  acting  treacherously  — 
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9th.  —  Captain  Butler  returned  from  Conjohare,  where  he  de¬ 
livered  the  Powder,  Ball,  Paint,  and  Leather,  on  hearing  that 
the  Six  Nations  were  not  nearly  advanced.  — 

On  same  day  Hendrick  with  1  1  Men  of  the  first  Party  re¬ 
turned  with  a  Man,  &  Woman  Prisoners  who  on  their  Arrival 
here  were  Buffeted,  and  Bruised  much  by  their  own  sort  ’till 
rescued  by  Sir  Wm.’s  directions.  — 

10th.  —  Sir  William  clothed  all  the  Chughnuts,  and  Wialoosings, 
and  fitted  their  Young  men  with  all  necessaries  for  War.  —  On 
same  day  three  Conjohares  arrived  here  express  to  acquaint  Sir 
William  that  they  fell  short  of  Amunition,  Shoes,  Snow  Shoes 
&c  —  and  that  they  would  agreeable  to  his  Desire  send  Scouts 
constantly  to  scour  the  Woods  as  far  as  the  Lake  Otsegey,  at  the 
same  [time]  recommending  it  to  him  to  do  the  same  by  ordering 
the  Militia  on  the  same  Occasion  —  Sir  William  wrote  to  the 
Conjohares  by  Return  of  the  Express,  and  sent  them  some  Am¬ 
unition,  Leather  for  Shoes  &c  —  also  Directions  how  to  Act  in 
case  of  any  danger,  as  also  to  attend  the  Meeting  when  the  Five 
Nations  came  down.  —  Same  day  six  Indians  from  Schohare, 
with  Peter  their  Chief  arrived  here,  and  offered  their  Service  to 
go  against  the  Enemy,  on  which  Sir  William  Clothed  them,  gave 
them  all  necessaries  for  War,  and  desired  them  to  Join  the 
main  Body  at  Oghquagoe  —  discharged  them  — 

I  1 lh.  —  1  wo  Oghquagoes  arrived  here  in  three  days  from  their 
Settlement  express  with  a  Leter  from  the  Officers  there,  and  the 
Indians  acquainting  Sir  William  of  their  dangerous  Situation  un¬ 
less  speedily  supported  by  a  Body  of  Men,  as  the  Enemy  were 
very  numerous  in  them  parts,  also  desiring  some  Provisions  might 
be  immediately  sent  them  by  way  of  Cherry  Valley.  —  They  also 
by  said  Letter  acquainted  Sir  William  that  Thomas  King,  with 
his  Party,  fell  upon  a  Small  Party  of  the  Enemy  all  feather’d 
and  singing  their  War  Song,  as  they  marched  along  for  some  of 
the  English  Settlements,  and  killed,  and  Scalped  one,  and  took 
three  Prisoners,  whom  he  brought  to  Oghquagoe.  —  Sir  W™. 
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wrote  them  by  Return  of  the  Express  to  follow  their  Blow  with¬ 
out  Loss  of  time,  and  before  the  Enemy  had  time  to  collect  to¬ 
gether,  or  run  away  to  the  Ohio ;  at  the  same  time  acquainted 
them  that  he  had  sent  them  above  50  Men  for  the  Defence  of 
their  Place,  Women,  and  Children,  that  he  had  likewise  given 
Orders  for  Provisions  to  be  sent  them  immediately  by  way  of 
Cherry  V alley,  and  Orders  to  his  Officers  there,  in  case  of  want, 
or  necessity  to  take  some  Flower,  which  was  Stored  there  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Minister,  and  Elishagun,  first  weighing  the  same.  — 
then  Reward  the  two  Indians,  and  sent  them  off  in  a  Sledge  for 
Dispatch.  —  On  this  day  Sir  Wm.  sent  to  Mr.  Duncan1  for  a 
Cargoe  of  Goods  for  the  Six  Nations  now  coming  down,  as  well 
as  for  the  Warriors  daily  going  out,  and  returning.  — 

March  12th.  —  The  Chughnuis,  and  IVialoosings  to  the  amount 
of  185,  and  some  from  other  Nations,  in  the  whole  278  Indians 
left  Johnson  Hall.  —  On  this  day  Sir  Wm.  wrote  to  the  com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  Provincials  at  the  German  Flats  to  send 
two  Officers,  and  50  Men  to  escort  the  Prisoners  hither.  — 

1 3th.  —  1  he  Scohare  Indians  sent  Sir  William  two  Indian 
Prisoners  by  a  Party  of  the  Yorkers,  whom  the  Indians  of  that 
Settlement  had  taken  up  on  Suspicion;  but  on  his  examining  into 
the  Affair,  &  finding  them  innocent  of  the  Charge  dismissed  them, 
with  a  strict  Charge  to  behave  well.  — 

Same  day  an  Oneida,  named  Adyughfyanoorum,  al  the  Priest 
arrived  with  an  account  of  the  Prisoners  being  near  hand,  under 
an  Escort  of  the  Provincials,  as  well  as  the  Indians  who  took 
them.  — 

On  Sir  William’s  receiving  a  Letter  this  day  from  General 
Gage2  empowering  him  to  make  the  best  use  he  could  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  in  the  present  Emergency,  he  ordered  two  Officers,  and 
40  of  the  Militia  to  take  Charge  of  the  Prisoners  to  Albany,  and 

1  John  Duncan  of  Schenectady,  of  the  firm  of  Duncan,  Phyn  and 
Ellice. 

2  March  4,  I  764,  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:454-56. 
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ordered  a  Company  of  the  Provincials  immediately  to  KanaiVaro - 
ghare  Castle  to  protect  the  Women,  and  Children  of  that  Settle¬ 
ment  in  the  Absence  of  the  Warriors. —  sent  off  the  Oneida 
Priest,  this  day  well  Clothed,  to  let  his  Village  know  the  en¬ 
couragement,  and  Protection  they  were  to  expect  for  their  fidelity, 
and  Service,  and  desired  him  to  acquaint  the  Six  Nations,  then  on 
their  way  hither,  therewith,  lest  their  Meeting  a  body  of  our 
men  unexpected,  might  cause  a  Jealousy,  and  Suspicion  of  our 
Intentions.  —  About  two  o’  the  Clock  this  day.  Captain  De 
Garmo1  with  50  Men,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  Oneidas 
arrived  here  with  23  Prisoners.  - — -  after  Sir  William  had  returned 
them  thanks  for  their  Service,  he  divided  the  Prisoners  amongst 
them,  —  gave  eight  Women,  and  a  Child  to  replace  any  of  their 
friends,  —  gave  a  fine  Boy  in  the  Room  of  Kanodock ,  and 
another  in  the  Room  of  TakahaiOsera,  an  Oneida,  with  about 
8000  Wampum  to  both,  which  gave  great  Satisfaction.  —  After 
which  the  Warriors,  according  to  their  Custom  gave  Sir  William 
a  Squaw  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  to  replace  his  father  lately 
deceased.  —  then  ordered  the  Warriors  Provisions,  and  Liquor 
for  a  Dance,  which  they  continued  the  whole  night. 

1  7th.  —  Sir  William,  agreeable  to  General  Gage’s  Directions  sent 
off  14  Men  Prisoners  under  a  Guard  of  50  Men  to  Lieu*.  Coll. 
Elliot;2  —  the  Remainder  he  gave  to  the  Oneidas,  being  9,  and  3 
which  he  disposed  of  among  the  other  Nations.  — 

Eod.  Die  Sir  William  sent  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
at  the  German  Flats  to  send  a  Captain,  and  two  Subalterns,  & 
two  Serjts.,  2  Corps,  a  Drum  with  60  Men  to  the  Oneida 
Castle  for  the  Protection  of  sd.  Settlement  in  the  Absence  of  their 
Warriors,  and  the  same  to  Oghquagoe,  with  Orders  to  Conradt 
Franks3  to  Impress  Horses,  and  Sleds  for  Carrying  Provisions, 
and  Officers  Baggage  to  said  places,  —  also  Orders  to  the  Officer 

1  Captain  John  De  Garmo. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Elliot  of  the  55th  regiment. 

3  Conrad  Frank. 
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now  Commanding  at  Oghquagoe  to  send  a  Party  of  his  Detach¬ 
ment  to  the  Lake  near  Cherry  Valley  with  3  or  4  Ratteaus  to 
meet  said  Companies.  —  Sir  William  on  this  day  sent  Clothing 
for  the  Mohock,  Women,  and  Children  agreeable  to  Premise, 
and  Custom,  also  wrote  to  the  Indian  Officers,  and  Indians 
at  Cghquagoe  to  proceed  in  burning  &  destroying  the  Enemies 
Towns  &c  in  tnat  part  of  the  Country,  and  to  let  them  know  that 
the  Oneidas  would  be  soon  there  to  Join  them.  —  Gave  an  Cx 
for  a  Feast  to  the  Warriors  after  which  they  all  entred  Sir 
Vv  ilham  s  House  when  he  made  a  Speech  to  them  wherein  he 
thanked  them  for  the  Readiness  they  shewd.  in  following  his 
Directions,  and  for  their  present  Offers  of  further  Service  which 
he  then  pointed  out  to  them,  viz1,  to  march,  and  Join  the  Qgh- 
quagoes  without  loss  of  time,  which  they  immediately  promised  to 
do.  —  then  Sir  William  Clothed  them,  and  their  Prisoners  ac¬ 
cording  to  Custom,  —  also  gave  them  Ammunition,  &  sundry 
Silver,  and  other  Trinkets  for  them,  their  Women,  and  Prisoners. 
—  Also  Clothed,  and  armed  1 2  M ohickanders  of  Scohare,  and 
Kalskill  for  War,  who  were  to  join  the  Oneidas. — 

March  19th.  —  Four  Senecas,  and  Onondagas  arrived  here  (with 
the  Belt  of  Wampum  which  Sir  William  had  sent  the  8th.  ins',  to 
the  Senecas  &c  to  forbid  their  coming  down  in  the  large  Number 
proposed  by  them)  and  informed  Sir  William  that,  the  six  Na¬ 
tions,  then  at  Oneida  on  their  way  hither,  had  directed  them  to 
inform  him  that,  agreeable  to  his  desire,  above  200  Senecas  turned 
back  from  Onondaga,  and  Oneida,  and  that  none  proceeded 
hither,  but  those  concerned  in  the  Management  of  their  Affairs, 
who  being  still  a  considerable  number,  being  the  Representatives 
of  nine  Villages,  they  hoped  there  would  be  no  Objection  made  to 
their  coming  along  with  the  rest  of  the  Confederacy,  as  they  were 
on  a  good  Intent,  and  would  march  peaceably  through  the  Settle¬ 
ment,  if  permitted.  —  Sir  William  dispatched  two  of  the  Mes¬ 
sengers  to  tell  them  that  he  had  given  Orders  to  the  Troops,  and 
the  Militia  to  let  them  pass  unmolested,  on  their  beheaving  peace¬ 
ably,  and  well,  but  that,  according  to  his  former  Message  to 
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them,  they  were  to  expect  no  Trade  with  us,  until  Satisfaction 
was  made,  and  Peace  settled  between  us,  —  for  which  purpose 
he  had  given  the  Strictest  Orders  to  all  his  Majestie  s  Subjects  in 
those  parts.  — 

4  Strings  of  Wampum.  — 

On  same  day  Sir  William  Ordered  Cap*.  John  Johnson* 1  to 
raise  a  Company  of  the  best  Woodsmen  immediately,  and  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  them  to  Oghquagoe,  and  from  thence  with  a  body  of 
Indians  against  the  Enemy  Indians  on  the  Ohio.  — 

Same  day  the  Oneidas  to  the  number  of  84  men,  and  Women 
sett  off  from  hence  to  their  Country,  who,  on  Sir  William’s 
acquainting  them  of  the  good  Disposition  of  the  Senecas,  told 
him  they  would  desire  no  T roops  to  be  sent  to  their  T own,  as  was 
Requested  three  days  ago;  whereupon  he  countermanded  his 
Orders  of  the  1 7th.  Ins*,  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  the 
Flats.  — 

A  Cherokee  Indian  who  was  taken  by  the  Ottawas,  and  made 
his  escape  from  them  to  Detroit,  and  from  thence  sent  forward, 
was  this  day  delivered  to  Sir  Wm.  by  a  Soldier  from  Ontario  with 
a  Pass  from  Major  Duncan2  —  his  Name,  Sam,  son  of  an 
Englishman  from  .3  — 

On  this  day  some  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  arrived  to  ac¬ 
quaint  Sir  William  that  36  of  their  young  men  would  be  here  to 
Morrow  in  order  to  set  out  against  the  Enemy,  the  Delawares  & 
Shawanese. 

21st.  —  Captain  Solomon,4  his  Lieu1.,  with  34  Warriors,  4 
Sachims,  &  a  Number  of  Women  arrived;  Sir  William  bid  them 
Wellcome,  and  Ordered  them  some  Liquor,  Pipes,  and  Tobacco. 
—  they  then  made  a  Speech  to  the  Oneidas  &c,  that  they  were 
glad  to  meet  their  Uncles  here  on  so  good  an  Occasion,  and  re- 

‘  i 

1  Sir  William’s  son. 

2  Major  Alexander  Duncan. 

3  Blank  in  manuscript. 

4  Chief  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians. 
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joiced  to  find  they  were  all  unanimous,  and  firm  friends  to  the 
English,  and  that  for  their  parts,  they  were  so  fully  determined  to 
live  and  dye  by  them,  they  were  now  come  to  act  against  the 
Enemy,  and  were  resolved  to  march  under  Sir  Wm’s.  Son,  Cap¬ 
tain  Johnson1 2  in  quest  of  them.  — 

The  Oneidas  returned  them  the  Compliment  by  telling  them 
they  were  much  pleased  to  hear  their  Resolutions,  as  they  were 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking,  and  determined  to  Convince  the 
World  of  it  by  their  Actions,  let  what  would  be  the  Conse¬ 
quence.  — 

P:M:  Sayenquaraghta  the  Chief  of  the  Senecas  arrived,  and 
acquainted  Sir  William  that  the  Six  Nations  would  be  here  this 
Evening:  he  brought  with  him  an  Englishman,  a  Soldier  of 
Gamble’s'  Platoon  taken  by  the  Ottawas,  his  name  Richard 
Kenedy,  from  Dublin :  he  got  away  from  them,  and  came  among 
the  Chenussios.  — 

March  23d.  P:M:  All  the  Onondagas,  and  Senecas  arrived.  — 
After  Encamping,  their  Sachims  came  into  the  Council  Room, 
and  begged  Sir  William  to  hear  a  few  Words  which  they  had 
to  Offer.  —  Sir  Wm.  in  entering  the  Council  Room  saluted  the 
Onondagas,  but  took  no  Notice  of  the  Senecas.  —  when  Seated, 
TyaWarunt  the  Onondaga  Speaker  performed  the  Ceremony  of 
Condolance  usual  on  the  like  Occasion  with  two  Belts  of  Wam¬ 
pum,  instead  of  Strings  as  formerly,  which  was  to  shew  in  a 
stronger  light  their  Concern  for  our  losses,  and  for  what  the 
Senecas  had  done.  —  They  then  told  Sir  William,  that  as  the 
Cayugas,  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras  &c  were  behind,  they  would  add 
nothing  for  the  present,  ’till  they  arrived. 

Sir  William  told  them  he  would  return  an  Answer  upon  their 
two  Belts  the  next  day,  and  would,  whenever  they  pleased,  let 
them  know  the  Reason  of  his  calling  them  here  at  this  time.  — 


1  Captain  John  Johnson. 

2  Captain  Thomas  Gamble  of  the  44th  regiment. 


114 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


23d.  —  On  this  day  an  Oneida  Indian  arrived  Express  from  his 
Country  to  acquaint  Sir  William  that  they  had  received  an 
account  from  Oghquagoe  of  a  large  body  of  the  Enemy  being 
assembled  within  a  few  days  March  of  their  Settlement  in  order 
to  fall  upon  them,  and  y*.  the  Oghquagoes  begged  most  pressingly 
he  would  send  up  a  body  of  Men  immediately  to  Sustain  them, 
otherwise  they  greatly  apprehended,  and  dreaded  the  destruction 
of  that,  &  the  other  little  Settlements  in  that  quarter,  who  were  all 
his  firm  friends.  — 

Sir  William  sent  them  Answer  that  the  Company  of  Pro¬ 
vincials  which  he  had  ordered  some  time  ago  for  the  Protection 
of  their  Settlement,  were  marched  several  days  ago,  and  would  be 
there  in  two,  or  three  days,  — desired  they  would  have  good 
Courage,  throw  up  some  little  Works  for  themselves,  and  that 
nothing  the  Enemy  could  do  would  hurt  them,  —  that  his  Son1 
with  a  large  Party  of  Indians,  and  Rangers  would  also  be  with 
them  in  a  few  days,  so  that  they  would  be  strong  enough  not  only 
to  defend  their  Towns,  but  able  to  rout  the  Enemy,  after  which 
he  was  certain  they  would  never  more  Stand  to  look  them  in  the 
face.  — 

Eod.  Die  —  A:  M.  Sir  William  Clothed  34  Stockbridge 
Indians,  Warriors,  who  were  to  march  the  morning  following  for 
Oghquago,  —  Ordered  some  Clothing  likewise  for  4  of  their 
Chiefs  who  were  to  return  and  for  29  Women.  —  Armed  28  of 
them  in  all.  — 

Eod.  Die.  —  P:M.  The  Cayugas  arrived,  when  they  desired 
a  Meeting  with  Sir  William.  —  being  asembled,  their  Speaker 
Tagaaia  Stood  up,  and  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  went  through 
the  Ceremony  of  Condolance  —  with  the  Addition  of  Opening 
Sir  William’s  Ears.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Secondly  with  another  Belt  they  assured  Sir  William  that 


1  Captain  John  Johnson. 
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they  were  come  to  a  fixed  Resolution  amongst  themselves,  and 
begged  leave  to  speak  first.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Lastly  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum  let  Sir  William  know 
that  they  would  acquaint  him  with  their  Resolutions  tomorrow, 
and  that  their  Warriors  would  speak  first.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Sir  William  then  told  them  that,  nothwithstanding  it  was  un¬ 
common  for  those  who  were  called  to  a  Meeting  to  speak  first,  as 
they  so  earnestly  desired  it,  he  would  indulge  them,  and  desired 
they  would  speak  their  Sentiments  honestly.  —  Then  Parted. 

THOMAS  GAGE  TO  HENRY  GLADWIN 
Extract 1 

Neiv  York,  March  23,  1764. 

You  will  there  be  informed,  I  accepted  of  the  Proposals  of 
Peace,  which  the  Indians  of  Detroit  had  made  you,  and  I  am 
now  to  desire,  if  you  find  the  Savages  amicably  disposed,  and 
sincerely  inclined  to  conclude  a  Peace  with  us  in  earnest,  that 
you  would  give  them  Notice  in  a  proper  Manner  to  repair  to 
Niagara  by  the  End  of  June,  at  which  Time  Sir  William  John¬ 
son  will  be  there  to  meet  them.  You  will  best  know  what  is  most 
proper  to  do,  on  such  an  Occasion,  shall  therefore  add,  that  it 
may  be  necessary  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Representatives  they 
send  to  this  Business  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  receiving  any 
Insults  from  the  Troops  which  they  will  probably  meet  in  their 
way,  as  when  we  find  they  are  sincere  in  their  Overtures  the 
Troops  will  have  Orders  not  to  molest  them,  and  they  should  like¬ 
wise  have  Notice  to  collect  all  the  Prisoners  and  Deserters  which 
they  may  have  amongst  them,  who  should  all  be  delivered  up 
to  us  on  this  Occasion.  If  you  think  of  any  Proposals  proper  for 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  270;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  212;  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 
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Sir  William  Johnson  to  make  on  this  Occasion  of  Peace,  you  will 
write  to  Sir  William  on  that  Head. 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

New  York,  March  26th  1764 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  your  favour  of  the  16th.2  My  joy  is 
doubled  when  I  receive  accounts  of  your  Successes.  I  rejoice  in 
common  on  the  Advantages  gained  to  the  Nation,  &  I  have 
another  joy  more  exquisite  that  these  Advantages  are  gained 
by  your  Conduct. 

Your  meeting  with  the  Chenessioes  at  this  time  must  be  of  the 
greatest  consequence.  If  they  will  not  punish  the  persons  who  ex¬ 
cited  them  to  revolt  &  to  commit  so  many  cruel  &  barbarous 
murders  can  their  friendship  be  depended  on?  Or  can  any 
peace  with  them  be  lasting  when  their  friendship  to  a  few  Men 
the  inveterate  Enemies  of  the  English  is  of  greater  weight  with 
them  than  all  the  Power  of  the  English  to  revenge  the  Injuries 
we  have  received?  Until  they  are  made  to  have  a  better  opinion 
of  our  strength  &  resolution  no  peace  with  them  can  be  safe,  nor 
while  they  retain  any  pretensions  to  molest  the  Passage  between 
Oniagara  &  Lake  Erie.  One  part  of  the  atonement  for  the  In¬ 
juries  done  should  be  giving  up  all  Pretensions  to  the  Country  on 
both  side  the  streights  between  the  lakes  Ontario  &  Erie. 

The  14  Indians  you  sent  down  are  now  in  Jail.  I  have  not 
time  to  make  any  further  enquiry  about  them  before  the  post 
goes. 

It  gives  me  uneasiness  to  be  obliged  so  repeatedly  to  write 
that  I  cannot  serve  Captn  Johnson3  in  the  place  he  desires.  All 

1  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  315- 
16. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:364-66. 

3  Guy  Johnson,  commissioned  a  lieutenant,  but  commanded  a  company 
under  Amherst. 
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the  Lands  between  Fort  Edward  &  Lake  George  are  either 
already  patented  or  granted  to  Mr  Harper  in  behalf  of  a  number 
of  Irish  settlers,  part  of  them  already  arrived,  and  the  rest  soon 
expected.  This  grant  to  Harper  was  made  by  General  Monck- 
ton.1  I  am  in  hopes  that  after  the  surveys  are  made  for  the  other 
officers,  some  better  spot  may  be  discovered  for  Captn  Johnson 
than  any  we  know  at  present. 

I  should  likewise  be  glad  to  serve  Captn  Duncan,2  but  as 
I  am  only  empowered  by  the  Proclamation  to  grant  lands  free  of 
Quit  rent  for  ten  years  the  Conditions  required  in  the  Proclama¬ 
tion  must  be  strictly  followed,  otherwise  the  grant  will  not  be 
good. 

No  Packet  as  yet  arrived,  it  is  every  moment  expected. 

May  the  Success  of  your  Negociations  with  the  Chenessioes  be 
such  as  I  wish  &  then  it  will  give  the  greatest  joy  to  Dear  Sir. 


Dear  Sir  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 3 

New  York  March  29th.  1764. 


As  I  understand  by  your  Letter,  that  the  Senecas  are  coming 
down,  to  you,  to  give  their  final  answer,  if  they  should  think 
proper  to  accept  the  proposals  of  peace,  that  you  make  them;  It 
will  be  necessary,  that  you  should  give  thereof,  to  Lh  Col°. 
Browning4  commanding  at  Niagara,  lest  future  Occasion  of  dis¬ 
pute  shou’d  arise,  from  any  attempt,  he  may  make  from  Niagara, 
to  fall  upon  Chenussio.  And  you  will  please  to  forward  your 
Letter  to  him  by  the  present  occasion. 

I  am 
&ca 

Sir  William  Johnson  — 


1  General  Robert  Monckton,  governor  of  New  York,  1761. 

2  Captain  John  Duncan,  of  Schenectady,  formerly  of  44th  regiment. 

3  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy  ./. 

To 

Sir  William  Johnson 
Johnson  Hall 

New  York  March  29th.  1764  — 

FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Copy1 

Fort  Stanwix,  March  31,1 764. 

Sir: 

I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  1  7th  March,  concerning 
the  Women  of  the  Oneida  Village,  called  Canowoarohere,  being 
in  great  Distress  for  the  Want  of  Provision  on  account  of  the 
Absence  of  their  Men.  I  have  therefore  agreable  to  your  Letter 
this  Day  supplyed  the  Women  of  said  Village  with  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  supposed  to  serve  them  till  the  Return  of  their  Men, 
which  I  dare  say  will  meet  with  the  Generals  Approbation,  it 
being  so  very  necessary  and  prudent  to  treat  them  with  Civility  at 
this  present  Juncture,  which  is  the  most  effectual  Method  of  gain¬ 
ing  their  Affection  and  of  cours  to  promote  the  good  of  the  Ser¬ 
vice. 

I  had  the  Satisfaction  of  seeing  Capt.  Bull  when  the  Prisoners 
passed  here,  whom  I  think  the  best  looking  Indian  I  ever  saw. 
He  is  quite  the  fine  Gentlemen. 

The  Success  that  attends  the  Partys  that  you  have  sent  out 
gives  me  infinite  Pleasure,  as  it  must  to  every  Person  that  has 

1  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  271-72;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  214;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


119 


the  good  of  the  Service  at  Heart,  and  heartily  wish  that  the  like 
Good  Fortune  may  constantly  accompany  your  unwearied  At¬ 
tention  to  his  Majestys  Service. 

I  hope  Mr.  Johnson  has  remembered  to  apologize  my  going 
away  so  abruptly  from  your  House  the  Morning  I  left  it  without 
my  paying  my  Respects  to  you,  which  I  beg  you  will  excuse  as 
I  was  afraid  of  disturbing  you  so  early  in  the  Morning. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
Servant. 

John  Campbell.1 

P.  S.  I  have  received  Orders  from  the  Gen11  to  be  in  Readiness 
to  take  the  Field  with  the  1  7th  Regiment  next  Campaign. 

FROM  WITHAM  MARSH 
Copy 2 3 

Bayard  Hall,  Apl  2d,  1764) 
p.  Merid.  ^ 

Sir: 

Altho  I  had  not  the  Happiness  of  receiving  some  more  agree¬ 
able  News  by  Capt.  Post,1  yet  I  cannot  help  acquainting  you 
that  last  Monday  I  visited  Capt.  Bull  in  Jail.  He  confesses  the 
Shawaneze  are  Rascals,  and  that  the  Chenussaes  sent  for  him 
and  other  Delawares.  This  was  confirmed  in  the  Morning  of  this 
Day  in  presence  of  Mr.  Nic’s  Bayard,  Senr  at  the  Jail  by  Joe 
Newtimas,  who  [you]  may  remember  at  Easton.  When  I  asked 
whether  any  white  Men  of  Pennsylvania  (you  well  know  who  I 
mean)  had  desired  them  (ye  Delawares)  to  strike  us,  Joe 
answered,  he  did  not  understand  the  Question.  Bull  owned  there 
were  22  Inds  who  made  Inroads  into  the  Jerseys,  by  whom  poor 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

2  Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  p.  272;  see 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  215;  the  original  in  New  York  State  Library  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

3  Captain  Frederick  Post. 
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Westbroke  (at  whose  House  we  lay’d)  was  killed.  I  much 
want  to  get  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Delaware  Scheme,  I  am  sure 
some  quaking  Devils  originated  the  Business.  Excuse  me  Sir,  for 
saying  no  more  now,  as  the  Post  Rider  waits  in  the  Entry.  I  am 
with  all  due  Deference  and  Respects  to  yor  Families  yr 

Most  obed'  &  humble  Serv1 

With  am  Marsh 

P.  S.  Darlington1  sends  by  me  when  I  embark  a  great  Curiosity 
of  Shellwork.  It  is  a  Grotto. 

PETITION  OF  GUY  JOHNSON 

D.  S.2 3 

Johnson  Hall  April  the  2C  1764?’ 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esqr  His  Majestys 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
New  York,  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  America. 

The  Petition  of  Lieutenant  Guy  Johnson 
Sheweth, 

That  Your  Petitioner  hath  served  in  North  America  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  His  Majestys  Independent  Company  for  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  New  York,  and  being  intituled  to  the  Bounty  of  his 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased,  by  his  Proclamation  of  the 
Seventh  of  October  last,  to  extend  to  such  reduced  Officers  as  have 
served  there  during  the  late  War.  — 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  that  your  Honour  will 
be  pleased,  by  his  Majestys  Letters  Pattent  to  grant  unto  him  and 
his  Heirs  the  Quantity  of  2000.  Acres  of  Land  Scituate,  lying  and 
being  in  the  County  of  Albany  upon,  or  near  the  Wood  creek, 

1  William  Darlington  of  New  York  City. 

2  In  Colonial  Land  Papers,  New  York  State  Library. 

3  See  Colden  to  Johnson,  April  14,  1764,  post  pp.  130-31,  which  in¬ 
dicates  that  this  petition  and  the  accompanying  documents  were  executed 
later  and  ante-dated. 
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adjoyning  to  the  South,  or  to  the  East  bounds  of  a  Tract  of  25,000 
Acres  granted  to  Major  Philip  Skene  on  the  said  Wood-Creek;  on 
the  Terms  expressed  in  the  Royal  Proclamation  above  men¬ 
tioned  — 

And  your  Petitioner  will  pray  &c. 

Guy  Johnson 

INDORSED : 

To  the  Honble  Lieut  Govr. 

Colden.  - — 

The  petition  of  Lieut  Guy  Johnson 
Johnson-hall  April  2d.  1764  — 

[attached]  D.  S.1 

To  all  Whom  it  may  Concern,  These  are  to  Certify  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Guy  Johnson  has  Served  during  the  War  in  America,  and 
is  now  a  Reduced  Officer. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Head  Quarters 
in  New  York,  this  5th.  Day  of  March,  1764 

Thos.  Gage 

D.  S.1 


Surveyed  for  Guy  Johnson  Late  a  Lieutenant  in  one  of  His 
Majesty’s  Independent  Companys  of  Foot,  All  that  Certain 
Tract  or  parcell  of  land  Situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County 
of  Albany  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Mohawks  River  Beginning 
at  the  Most  Southeasterly  Corner  of  a  Tract  of  Five  thousand 
Acres  of  Land  Granted  to  Conrad  Frank,  Frederick  Frank  and 
others  and  in  the  North  Bounds  of  a  Tract  of  Land  known  by 
the  Name  of  Petries  Purchase  Granted  in  Tracts  of  one  Thous¬ 
and  acres  to  James  Henderson,  John  Kelly  and  others  and  runs 
from  the  said  place  of  Beginning  along  the  Bounds  of  the  Last 
Mentioned  Tract  South  Seventy  Eighth  Degrees  East  Sixty 
Seven  Chains,  and  South  Forty  Five  Degrees  East  one  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Forty  Two  Chains  Then  North  one  Hundred  and 
Eighty  Three  Chains  Then  North  Seventy  Eight  Degrees  West 


1  Colonial  Land  Papers,  New  York  State  Library. 
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one  Hundred  and  Seventy  Chains  and  Then  fourty  one  Hundred 
and  Four  Chains  to  the  place  where  this  Tract  first  Began  Con¬ 
taining  two  Thousand  acres  of  Land  and  the  usual  allowance 
for  Highways 

Given  under  my  hand  this  twentieth 
Day  of  September  one  thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Sixty  Five 

Alexr.  Colden  Survey.  Gen1. 

LIST  OF  GOODS 

D. 

Sche[nectady  April  5th  1764 ] 

A  List  of  Goods  from  D  [uncan  &  Phyn  forwarded] 
by  Mr.  Ven  Eps1  Vizf. 

140  Blanketts 
118  ...  ditto 
100  ...  ditto 
100  ...  ditto 
110  ...  ditto  3  Sorts 
30  piece  Garlix 

1  doz.  Rolls  Gartering 

i  68  pound  Vermillion  30s  [ 

4  dozen  Cutteaus 
12  dozen  Indian  looking  [glasses] 

2  piece  Black  Stroud 
1  piece  green  Freese 

[  ]  Bale  Penniston 

N.  B. 

The  two  first  M  [  ] 

remains  with  [ 

[  ]  not  take  them  [ 

H 


1  John  Baptist  Van  Eps. 
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TO - 

Extract1 

[Johnson  Hall,  April  6,  1764] 

I  have  now  upon  Service  400  friendly  Indians,  who  will  be  able 
to  free  your  Province2 3  from  the  Incursions  of  the  Delawares,  &c. 
The  Senecas  have  been  so  greatly  alarmed,  at  the  Bodies  of 
Indians  sent  out,  that  they  have  begged  for  Peace,  and  agreed 
to  every  Concession  required  of  them.  I  thought  this  News  might 
not  be  disagreeable  to  you. 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  SP 

[Johnson  Hall  April  6th.  1764] 

P.  S.  I  yesterday  Sent  by  Express  to  acquaint  Lieu*.  Co11. 
Browning4  of  the  Accommodation  with  the  Senecas,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  verry  necessary  that  the  Officers  commanding  ye. 
Several  Posts  along  the  Westeren  Communication  had  Instruc¬ 
tions  from  You,  relative  to  their  Conduct  towards  these  Indians. 

The  Oneidaes  on  going  out  a  Second  time  agsh  ye.  Enemy, 
begged  for  some  provisions  for  their  Familys  in  their  absence, 
wh.  I  took  ye.  liberty  to  mention  to  Lieu1.  Co11.  Campbel,5  as  a 
thing  would  greatly  encourage  that  Nation,  now  verry  hearty.  & 
wrote  him,  that  I  would  mention  it  to  you.  —  which  I  hope  you 
will  not  disapprove,  as  it  was  then  extremely  necessary,  &  much 
wanted.  — 


1  Printed  in  The  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  April  19,  1764,  and  in  The 
Maryland  Gazette,  April  26,  1  764. 

2  Pennsylvania,  as  indicated  by  the  preceding  news  items  in  The  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gazette. 

3  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  printed  except  for  the  postscript,  in 
Johnson  Papers,  4:389-9 2. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning,  commandant  at  Niagara. 

5  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 
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INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  April  6th. 
received  April  16th.  1764 
answered  — 

FROM  WITHAM  MARSH 

[New  York  April  8,  1764] 

NOTE:  Letter  of  this  date,  incorrectly  dated  April  8,  1763,  in  Johnson 
Papers,  4:82-83,  deals  further  with  the  matters  mentioned  in  letter  of 
Witham  Marsh,  April  2,  1764,  ante  pp.  119-20. 

FROM  WILLIAM  BROWNING 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Niagra  April  the  1 0th.  1 764. 
Sir 

The  three  Inds.  arrived  here  this  day  in  the  Johnson2  w*. 
Lieu*.  S*.  clair3  &  bro’t  your  favrs.  of  the  20th.  Jan>\  and  9th.  of 
March.  —  the  methods  you  make  use  of  must  always  meet  wth. 
success  ag*.  such  an  Enemy.  We  have  been  tolerably  quiet  here 
since  my  last,  ’till  about  ten  days  agoe  a  man  of  the  80th.  ob¬ 
tained  leave  of  the  Officer  of  the  lower  Landing  to  shoot  an 
Eagle,  and  was  found  half  a  mile  off  Scalped,  &  two  shotts  in 
him.  I  mustered  up  a  Volunteer  Party  of  30  Men  including 
Rangers  with  an  Officer  &  Jacob4  for  a  Scout  for  some  days; 
they  very  nearly  fell  in  with  1 0  Indians  &  a  boy  who  were  lurk¬ 
ing  near  the  road,  one  of  whom  was  just  attacking  two  men  who 
had  been  sent  Express  in  the  night  from  the  upper  Post  by  Cap*. 
Downs.5  —  this  Indian  discovered  our  Party  &  gave  notice 
to  the  rest  who  had  scarce  time  to  fly.  —  but  too  nimble  for  a 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  A  boat. 

3  Lieutenant  Patrick  St.  Clair  (Sinclair)  of  the  1  5th  regiment. 

4  A  Mohawk  Indian. 

5  Captain  Edward  Downes. 
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Pursuit;  none  have  since  appeared,  tho  Parties  have  been  con¬ 
stantly  going  out.  —  by  the  T racks,  there  were  but  two  Indians 
who  Scalped  that  Man.  —  I  have  opened  this  Lere  to  acquaint 
you  that  4  french  men  are  arrived  Express  from  Detroit  from 
Major  Gladwin,  that  the  Indians  there  are  treacherous,  and  have 
formed  a  Scheme,  on  Pretence  of  Trade,  to  murder  him  &  the 
Officers  —  that  they  have  a  Design  against  the  Carrying  Place 
—  that  the  Sanduskeys  &  Delawares  are  moving  down  to  Join 
the  Senecas.  —  the  Schooner  is  coming  down  &  will  no  doubt  be 
watched  by  them.  I  am  &c  — 

Will  Browning1 


To  SR.  WM.  Johnson 


FROM  THOMAS  PENN 
Contemporary  Copy 2 


London  April  14th  1764. 
Sir 

I  have  received  the  favour  of  two  Letters  from  you  of  the 
18th  of  May  by  Mr.  Fury,3  which  was  very  long  on  its  way, 
and  one  yesterday  of  the  12th  of  February4  by  the  Packet. 


I  am  first  to  return  you  both  our  thanks  for  your  obliging  offer 
to  do  every  thing  in  your  power  consistent  with  the  Duty  of 
your  employment,  towards  promoting  our  Interests,  this  is  all  we 
shall  ever  wish,  and  in  any  case  of  ours  shall  desire  only  to  have 
a  fair  hearing  and  a  just  decision;  with  regard  to  the  Connecticut 
Settlement  we  have  great  satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  Six  Nations 
sent  a  Deputation  to  that  Province,  and  that  one  of  your  Deputys 
accompanied  them;  one  thing  I  observe  in  the  Speech  of  the  Six 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning,  commandant  at  Niagara. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Penn  Letter  Book,  8:59-61  ; 
printed  in  Susquehanna  Company  Papers,  2  :288-90. 

3  Michael  Furey.  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:121-22. 

4  Probably  the  same  as  the  draft  of  Feb.  9,  1764,  Johnson  Papers, 
4:322-24. 
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Nations  published  which  is  that  they  have  promised  to  let  these 
People  have  the  Land  whenever  they  incline  to  part  with  it,  this 
may  be  attended  with  bad  consequences,  as  the  Indians  have 
agreed  to  sell  to  my  Family  all  the  Land  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  all  but  this  Affair  I  hope  will  be 
settled  here  as  an  Agent  from  these  pretended  Purchasers  is 
arrived  here  to  make  his  application  to  the  King  on  their  behalf. 

The  Letter  you  enclosed  to  me  for  Mr  Croghan  I  sent  to  him 
immediately,  he  called  on  me  afterwards  and  I  make  no  doubt  he 
will  write  to  you  by  this  Packet. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  find  that  you  had  informed 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Massacre  of  the  Conestogo 
Indians,  and  that  they  have  received  the  account  in  so  reasonable 
a  manner,  we  return  you  our  thanks  for  your  care  in  this  affair, 
and  have  given  directions  that  as  soon  as  the  frenzy  has  some¬ 
what  subsided,  and  it  may  be  more  safe  to  make  a  legal  enquiry 
into  this  business  it  may  be  done,  my  Lord  Hallifax  has  given 
orders  to  the  General  to  assist  us  in  case  we  should  stand  in  need 
of  Military  help.  We  are  very  greatly  concerned  for  this  melan- 
cholly  affair,  and  hope  the  Governor  and  all  other  Officers  will 
assist  in  making  all  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  Indians. 

I  think  nothing  Mr  Lydius1  can  say  will  prevent  a  determina¬ 
tion  here  against  the  Connecticut  People,  I  wish  to  bring  it  on 
here  while  Mr  Croghan  is  in  this  Country. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  hear  you  have  fitted  out  so  large  a 
body  of  Indians  &  shall  hope  soon  to  have  an  account  of  their 
Success  against  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese. 

Mr  Allen2  has  shewn  me  a  Letter  he  has  just  received  from 
you,  We  shall  very  soon  confer  together  upon  it,  and  you  may  be 
assured  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for 
your  Service;  I  think  we  are  all  under  great  obligations  to  you 

1  John  Henry  Lydius. 

2  William  Allen,  chief  justice  of  Pennsylvania,  I  750-1  774.  The  letter 
to  Allen  has  not  been  found. 
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for  your  Service  to  the  Publick,  &  would  have  it  fully  known  that 
confidence  may  be  placed  in  persons  able  to  serve  their  Country, 
and  their  Schemes  preferred  to  such  as  are  not  capable  of  advis¬ 
ing  or  executing  any  Scheme  for  the  Public  Service  in  which 
Indians  are  a  Party. 

The  last  Summer  I  could  not  avoid  pressing  in  the  strongest 
manner  an  attention  to  the  Northern  Indians,  some  had  been 
shewn  to  the  Southern,  and  a  considerable  Present  was  allowed, 
while  those  with  whom  you  are  connected  and  who  had  been  our 
fast  Friends  for  so  many  years,  and  that  it  was  much  for  our 
Interest  to  support  as  the  Cheif  of  all  the  Northern  Tribes,  were 
entirely  neglected,  I  did  not  let  the  Ministers  rest  ’til  the  Letter 
of  July  was  wrote  in  which  General  Amhurst  was  directed  to 
take  your  advice,  I  pressed  my  Lord  Egremont  to  write  to  you 
also  in  the  presence  of  my  Lord  Hallifax,  but  he  excused  himself 
and  said  the  Letter  to  General  Amhurst  wou’d  answer  my  in¬ 
tention,  and  so  it  went;  My  Lord  Hallifax  was  then  the  North¬ 
ern  Secretary,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  he  was  in  opinion 
with  me,  and  I  think  will  be  ready  to  bring  Indian  Affairs  back 
to  its  proper  Channel;  the  Board  of  Trade  I  find  have  been  so 
fully  employed  during  the  setting  of  the  Parliament,  that  they 
have  not  begun  to  consider  what  you  have  laid  before  them,  but 
as  next  Thursday  will  put  an  end  to  the  Session  they  will  then 
have  time  to  consider  them.  I  am  with  great  regard  Sir 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant 

T:  P: 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall,  1 4lh.  April  1 764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  yr.  letter  of  the  1st.  Ins'.2  a  few  days 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:382. 
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ago,  and  this  Moment  I  received  your  favour  of  the  4'*1.,1  which 
must  have  been  delayed  by  the  way.  — 

As  Affairs  are  now  Settled  with  the  Senecas  the  Freind  Indians 
will  in  a  great  measure  be  freed  from  their  fears,  so  that  I  have 
ordered  Cap1.  Grant2  of  the  New  York  Troops  to  return  medi¬ 
ately  from  Onoghquagey,  as  Co11.  Bradstreet  has  ordered  the 
Provincials  to  Schenectady,  that  they  may  bring  up  the  large 
Boats.  — 

I  am  much  concerned  at  the  backwardness  of  the  Provinces, 
but  ’tis  no  more  than  may  be  expected  from  their  different  In¬ 
terests  &  Sentiments,  as  those  not  imediately  exposed  to  the  incur¬ 
sions  of  the  Enemy  will  never  make  it  a  common  cause.  — 
Pensilvania  which  Suffered  beyond  the  rest,  &  lies  greatly  ex¬ 
posed  to  an  Enemy  Should  certainly  have  raised  most,  and  they 
are  well  able  to  do  it,  but  the  prevailing  Interest  of  a  party  there, 
will  I  fear  always  disapoint  the  public.  — 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  measures  You  have 
taken  are  approved  of  at  Home,  and  I  shall  think  myself  verry 
happy,  if  my  endeavours  can  at  all  contribute  to  your  future 
Satisfaction.  — 

The  Six  Nations  have  only  left  me  this  day  they  are  to  return 
home,  &  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  Join  the  Army,  or  other¬ 
wise  as  directed,  I  Judged  it  necessary  to  observe  that  Co11.  Bo- 
quet,  or  the  Officer  Who  will  command  the  Southeren  Expedi¬ 
tion  should  have  a  quantity  of  Indian  Goods  &ca.  for  the 
Indians  who  Accompany  him,  and  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Mc.Kee  my  Assist1.  Deputy  at  Fort  Pitt  to  acquaint  him 
that  I  shoould  represent  the  necessity  of  it  to  You.  — 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  You  that  an  Express  arrived 
last  night  from  Onoghguago  with  letters  informing  me  of  the 
Arrival  of  my  Son3  &  his  party  at  that  Settlement,  that  Cap*. 
Montour4  had  set  out  from  thence  about  a  Week  before  with 

'Ibid.  4:385. 

2  Captain  John  Grant. 

3  John  Johnson. 

1  Captain  Henry  Montour. 
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200  Indians  &ca.  &  was  concluded  a  Blow  had  been  Struck,  if 
the  Delawares  had  not  abandoned  all  their  Settlements,  &  fled 
which  is  verry  probable,  as  they  have  for  some  time  been  running 
from  place  to  place,  &  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  so  that  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt,  but  that  the  two  Partys  if  they  should  not  be  able 
to  fall  upon  them  will  at  least  occasion  them  to  fly  to  the  West¬ 
ward  where  many  are  already  gone,  and  after  destroying  their 
Several  Settlements,  those  I  shall  Send  to  pursue  them,  will 
free  Us  from  any  farther  apprehensions  on  Acctl.  of  this  inveterate 
Enemy.  I  have  had  the  utmost  difficulty  to  supply  such  Numbers 
at  so  great  a  distance  with  provs.  &ca  at  so  bad  a  season  of  the 
Year.  — 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  Frontiers  of 
Pensilvania,  the  mischeif  was  lately  done.  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
on  seeing  their  Weapons  or  Clubs  (wh.  are  not  yet  arrived)  to 
know  what  Nation  the  Enemy  belonged  to,  verry  probably  it 
might  have  been  done  by  those  Delawares  as  they  retired,  but  I 
am  certain  few  or  none  of  them  will  shortly  remain  on  this  Side 
the  Muskingam,  or  Sioto  Rivers. 

I  herewith  Send  you  a  Sketch  taken  from  a  Draft  made  by 
one  Mr.  Hutchins1  who  was  in  the  Indian  Department  about  2 
Years  ago,  and  made  a  Tour  thro  the  Nations  by  my  Order,  He 
is  now  I  beleive  an  Officer  in  one  of  the  Royal  American 
Battallions,  and  verry  well  acquainted  with  that  Country.  —  In 
expectation  of  the  favour  of  your  Warrant,  &  for  the  good  of  the 
Service,  I  have  sent  to  purchase  Goods  at  the  cheapest  and  in 
Philadelphia,  &  I  expect  them  in  a  Short  time.  — 

I  wait  yr.  pleasure  regarding  ye.  disposition  of  the  Indians, 
which  requires  a  little  time  to  Settle. 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  sincerity  &  respect 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
&  most  Humble  Servant 

His  Excellency  Genrl  Gage 

WM.  Johnson 

1  Thomas  Hutchins. 


130 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
April  14th.  1764 
received  April  2 1 st. 
answered  — 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

Fort  George,  April  14th  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  great  joy  by  your  favour  of  the  6th2  not  only 
for  the  great  services  you  have  done  your  country,  but  likewise  for 
the  great  reputation  you  have  thereby  gained.  Without  doubt  the 
whole  Province  join  with  me  in  the  joy.  May  your  son3  return 
in  safety  &  with  honour,  that  the  satisfaction  you  must  now  have 
in  your  Mind  be  not  allayed. 

I  am  really  anxious  to  do  Captn  Johnson4  all  the  service  in  my 
power.  Several  of  the  officers  have  located  their  Petitions  in  the 
parts  you  have  mentioned,  but  I  think  a  better  place  than  any  you 
have  thought  of  may  be  now  found.  The  Land  granted  to 
Major  Skene0  is  now  to  be  surveyed,  when  that  survey  is  done, 
no  doubt  we  shall  find  a  good  place.  For  that  purpose  I  have 
directed  My  Son0  to  make  out  the  form  of  a  petition  now  gener¬ 
ally  used,  which  Captn  Johnson  may  have  copied  over  because  it 
will  be  better  not  to  appear  in  my  Son’s  Hand,  and  have  it 
Dated  the  2d  of  April,7  least  some  other  officers  in  the  meantime 

1  Printed  in  Nen>  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp. 

324-25. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:386-88. 

3  John  Johnson. 

4  Guy  Johnson. 

5  Major  Philip  Skene. 

6  Alexander  Colden,  surveyor-general  of  province  of  N.  Y.,  1 762- 
1774. 

7  For  this  document  see  ante  pp.  1 20-2 1 . 
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apply  for  the  places  mentioned  in  the  Draft  which  my  son  sends. 
At  the  same  time  Capt.  Johnson  must  apply  to  General  Gage  for 
a  Certificat  that  he  has  served  in  America  &  is  now  a  Reduc’d 
Officer. 

You  give  me  great  pleasure  by  advising  with  me  as  a  friend  in 
your  Private  affairs.  You  know  that  by  the  King’s  Proclamation 
all  purchases  of  Lands  from  the  Indians  must  be  made  by  the 
Govr.  in  Person.  I  shall  very  chearfully  make  you  a  Visit  some¬ 
time  next  Summer  for  that  purpose.  In  the  meantime,  I  think  it 
may  be  proper  to  prevent  delay,  to  have  the  Land  run  round  in 
the  presence  of  a  number  of  Indians  by  a  Surveyor  whom  I 
doubt  not  my  son  will  depute,  as  soon  as  he  shall  know  your 
pleasure.  By  this  means  the  bounds  of  the  Tract  may  be  well 
ascertained,  &  the  survey  at  the  time  of  the  Purchase  may  be  de¬ 
clared  to  be  made  in  their  presence,  and  with  their  full  consent. 
So  far  I  do  not  want  the  consent  of  Council,  but  afterwards  their 
consent  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  Grant.  As  things 
stand  at  present  I  do  not  imagine  they  will  refuse  their  Consent. 
If  they  should,  I  will  take  it  upon  myself  with  the  assistance  of 
your  friends  in  England  to  obtain  the  Kings  order  for  a  grant  of 
that  Land  to  you,  without  your  appearing  directly  in  the  applica¬ 
tion. 

I  think  it  proper  the  survey  be  made  as  soon  as  may  be  before 
you  set  out  for  Niagara,  but  I  imagine  the  Purchase  cannot  be 
made  formally  till  after  your  return. 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  16th,  1764. 

Dear  Sir  — 

Last  night  two  Indians  arrived  Express  from  Diaogo2  with 
letters  of  the  7th.  Ins*,  acquainting  me  that  about  the  1st.  Ins*. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Tioga. 


132 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Captn.  Montour1 2  with  1 40  Indians  &  some  Rangers  sett  of  from 
Otseningo,"  &  notwithstanding  ye.  great  height  of  the  Several 
Creeks  &  Rivers  made  an  expeditious  March  to  the  Cayuga  & 
other  Branches  of  the  Susquahana,  which  they  found  had  been 
abandoned  with  ye.  utmost  precipitation  by  the  Enemy,  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  destroyed  2  well  built  large  Towns,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  large  Town  of  Kanestio  consisting  of  60  verry  good  Houses 
which  they  burned,  wth.  a  large  quantity  of  Indian  Corn,  &  pro¬ 
visions,  Several  new  Saddles,  large  Kettles,  Working  Utensils  & 
other  Articles  taken  from  the  Inhabitants,  &  killed  a  large  Num¬ 
ber  of  Horses,  Cows,  Hogs  &ca  which  from  their  poverty  neither 
the  Enemy  or  they  were  able  to  carry  away.  —  at  Kankaghto 
they  destroyed  36  Houses,  at  another  Town  higher  up  30,  be¬ 
sides  a  Number  of  small  Villages,  &  scattered  Houses  along  ye. 
Banks  of  the  River,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  near  200  Houses 
most  of  which  were  well  built  of  Squared  loggs  with  good  Chim¬ 
neys.  Cap*.  Montour  sent  off  two  partys  by  different  Routs  who 
were  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy  when  the  Express  came  off.  One 
of  the  Indians  who  brought  the  letters  gave  me  a  Draft  of  their 
Rout,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Rough  Coppy.  —  All  the 
Enemys  1  owns  &  Villages  on  the  Susquahana  being  now  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  several  of  ye.  five  Nations,  as  well  as  Senecas  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  against  those  Assembled  on 
ye.  great  plains  at  Sioto,  &  Muskingam,  I  apprehend  that  ye. 
Delawares  will  certainly  throw  themselves  for  protection  upon 
ye.  Twightwees  &  the  Shawanese  who  have  some  Connections 
with  ye.  Cherokees  will  probably  fly  to  them,  to  guard  against 
which,  I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  that  Mr.  Stuart3  had  orders 
to  Send  a  Message  to  that  Nation  not  to  receive  any  of  them  into 
their  protection  on  pain  of  incurring  the  resentment  of  the 
English.  — 


1  Captain  Henry  Montour. 

2  Chenango,  near  Binghamton,  New  York. 

3  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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By  the  return  of  Some  of  the  Partys  whom  I  shortly  expect,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  particular  Accn.  of  their 
proceedings,  as  well  as  of  the  success  of  those  in  pursuit  of  the 
Enemy.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  utmost  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient 
&  Most  Elumble  Servant 

His  Excellency  General  Gage  — 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

Sr  Wm  Johnson 
April  16th  1764 
received  April  21st. 
Answered 


FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  Df.  S.1 2 

Lebanon  April.  17.  1764. 
Sir. 

I  rely  upon  Your  Honours  Goodness  to  pardon  this  repeated 
Trouble  which  Shews  Y°.  of  how  Much  consequence  [it  is]  I 
accof.  it  to  Myself,  My  School,  and  the  Whole  Indian  Cause, 
that  [/,  and]  the  publick  be  certified  of  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  the  Report  that  Joseph  Thayendenaagen,~  has  Joyned  himself 
[with]  to  the  Enemy,  and  put  himself  at  the  Plead  of  a  large 
party  to  fight  against  the  English.  I  hope  You  have  received 
My  former  Letters  wherein  I  inform’d  Your  Honour  that  the 
Report  had  gaind  Such  Credit  even  With  the  Gen1.  Assembly 
in  Boston  that  My  Suit  for  the  Continuance  of  their  Grant  of 


1  In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 

2  Thayendanegea,  Joseph  Brant. 
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Sir  Peter  Warren’s  Legacy  for  the  Use  of  this  School  for  the 
Ensuing  Year  Was  denied  till  Sd.  Report  could  be  cleard  up. 
And  Now  Your  Honr.  has  an  Opportunity,  by  the  Bearer  I 
pray  You  to  give  yourself  the  Trouble  of  certifying  Me  in  that 
Matter  With  Your  Own  Hand,  [by  the  Bearer .]  — 

My  School  is  Yet  in  good  Circumstances,  the  Boys  from  Your 
Quarter  are  all  Well  and  behave  very  Well,  they  Will  Soon  be 
Well  accomplished  for  School  Masters.  — 


I  Should  be  Very  glad  Your  Honour  Would  be  Instrumental 
[of  my  haveing ]  to  procure  a  Number  for  me  from  Tribes  [Still] 
More  Remote,  If  Such  as  are  promising  May  be  Obtained.  — 
and  it  Would  much  please  me  to  See  Joseph  come  at  dawn  at  the 
Head  of  them,  please  to  give  my  Love  to  Joseph  &  tell  him  that 
None  Who  Were  acquainted  with  him  have  ever  entertained  the 
least  Jealous  Fear  concerns,  his  fidelity  of  Friendship  towards  the 
English,  please  Sir  to  Accept  sincerest  Duty  and  Respect  from 

Yr.  Honrs  Most  Obed'.  & 

most  Hum,e.  Serv'. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Baron' 


Eleazar  Wheelock 


AN  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 

D.1 

[Johnson  Hall,  March  24-April  23,  1764] 
At  a  Conference  with  the  6  Nations  March  24th.  1  764. 
Present 

Sir  Wm  Johnson  Bart. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  D  Ag‘. 

Justice  Fry2  &ca. 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9.  There  is  a  contem¬ 
porary  copy  in  Indian  Records,  vol.  7,  which  has  been  used  to  complete 
the  record,  as  shown  by  footnotes  seq. 

2  Hendrick  Frey  Jr  of  Canajoharie,  justice  of  the  peace. 
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J.  Butler  Esqr.  Interpreter 

The  Sachems  &  Chiefs  of  Chenussio  &  other  Seneca 
Castles  with  a  Number  of  Onondagas,  Cayugas, 
Oneidas,  Tuscaroras,  &  Mohawks. 

Tagaaio  Sachem  of  Cayuga  Speaker  addressed  Sr  Wm  as 
follows,  after  returning  Sir  Wm’s  belt  of  Invitation,  &  saying 
they  were  now  met  in  consequence  thereof 

Brother  Warraghiyagey 

At  the  private  Conference  we  had  with  you  last  night  we  in¬ 
formed  you  that  we  were  desirous  to  speak  first  to  you,  which  you 
declared  to  be  not  customary  as  those  who  had  lighted  the  fire 
&  called  the  Nations,  should  open  the  Conference,  but  being  all 
of  one  mind  &  determined  we  beg  to  address  you,  &  that  you  will 
give  attention  to  what  our  Warriors  have  to  say.  — 

3  Strings  they  are  returned.  — 

Tyaanwhita  a  Warrior  of  Cayuga  then  stood  up  &  repeated  all 
the  particulars  [Brother  Waraghiyagey]1  of  the  former  good 
behavior  of  their  Nation,  &  of  their  readiness  in  accompanying 
our  Troops  from  time  to  time,  that  when  one  of  their  people  was 
killed  at  Albany,  no  Salve  was  applied  to  the  Wound  notwith¬ 
standing  it  was  promised,  that  even  this  did  not  Exasperate  them 
but  that  lately  after  passing  along  the  Frontiers  &  being  well 
treated  they  were  unexpectedly  attacked  &  sev1.  of  their  people 
killed  on  their  return  from  the  Country  of  the  Cherokees,  that  still 
their  Sachems  would  not  let  them  take  Satisfaction,  that  they  were 
heartily  sorry  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Virginians  but  were 
not  accessory  to  them,  &  concluded  with  saying 

Brother  — 

I  have  told  you  the  whole  truth,  &  I  beg  you  will  believe  we 
are  sincere,  &  that  you  will  Speak  to  us  with  the  same  Candor 
and  Sincerity  we  have  used  to  you.  — 

A  Black  &  White  belt  9  Rows. 


1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Brother  — 

I  again  repeat  to  you  that  I  have  spoken  with  Sincerity,  & 
that  our  Nation  are  not  drunk  but  have  continued  firm  to  the  old 
Agreement,  and  to  that  End  least  the  Sight  of  our  peoples  bones 
who  were  killed  should  turn  some  of  our  heads,  I  now  dig  up  a 
Great  Tree  &  bury  them  under  it  so  that  they  may  never  more 
appear,  being  determined  to  abide  by  the  original  Agreement 
Entred  into  between  the  English  &  our  forefathers  — 

A  belt  1 3  Rows  with  a  few  black 

Brother  — 

Notwithstanding  the  wise  Resolutions  of  our  Chiefs  &  their 
designs  to  take  no  revenge  for  the  late  murder  of  our  people,  Yet 
a  Brother  of  one  of  those  who  were  killed,  was  so  much  con¬ 
cerned  thereat  that  he  went  out  &  struck  some  English,  for  which 
he  is  now  heartily  sorry  &  we  request  that  the  affair  may  be  made 
up  &  no  more  thought  on  — 

A  belt  of  6  Rows  — 

Brother, 

I  have  repeated  to  you  all  our  Transactions,  &  have  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  it  taken  the  proper  steps  for  removing  all  Grief  by 
burying  the  bones  of  the  deceased,  and  I  now  with  this  belt  take 
the  Axe  out  of  your  head,  with  which  you  was  Struck  desiring 
you  may  think  no  more  of  it,  &  begging  you  will  believe  our  in¬ 
tentions  to  be  sincere. 

A  belt  of  8  Rows 

Brother, 

I  must  again  assure  you  of  our  Warriors  good  intentions  &  we 
have  called  the  5  Nations  here  together  that  they  may  be  Wit¬ 
nesses  of  our  promise,  and  that  we  are  resolved  for  the  future  to 
follow  the  advice  of  our  Sachems  &  do  every  thing  for  the  good 
of  the  Confederacy. 

A  belt  of  9  Rows  — 
with  3  Rows  of  Black 

Brother, 

In  my  last  Belt  we  assured  you  of  the  resolutions  of  our  War- 
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riors  but  we  see  with  concern,  that  you  appear  displeased,  and 
therefore  imagine  you  have  something  that’s  bad  in  your  mind, 
wch  we  are  desirous  you  sho’^  not  as  we  now  assure  you  all 
our  Warriors  are  of  one  mind  &  will  consider  nothing  but  the 
good  of  the  Confederacy  as  you  have  often  recommended  &  we 
desire  you  will  do  the  same  &  undertake  nothing  rashly,  as  we 
shall  have  our  Eyes  upon  you,  to  see  that  you  promote  the  good 
of  the  5  Nations  in  Conjunction  with  our  Sachems.  — 

A  belt  of  7  Rows 
3  Rows  of  Black 

then  Tagaaia  [got]  Stood  up  &  said 
Brother  — 

In  consequences  of  what  we  told  you  last  night,  our  Warriors 
have  now  spoke  to  you,  &  we  desire  you  will  regard  what  they 
have  said,  &  believe  it  to  be  true,  for  if  we  went  to  deceive  you, 
we  should  dread  the  resentment  of  the  great  Spirit.  We  desire 
therefore  you  will  take  notice  of  what  is  passed  &  believe  that  our 
Warriors  who  hitherto  sate  with  their  Heads  down,  have  now 
risen,  &  are  determined  to  mind  what  the  Sachems  say  &  to 
assist  them.  — 

A  belt  of  7  Rows  wth.  black  DiamA 

Brother 

(after  repeating  what  the  Warriors  said  ab'.  burying  the  bones 
of  their  people) 

We  now  on  our  parts  request  you  will  bury  the  bones  of  your 
people  who  were  killed  so  that  they  may  no  more  appear  to 
[you]  give  you  uneasiness.  — 

A  belt  of  1 4  Rows.  — 
White  with  some  black 

Then  repeated  the  cause  of  Sir  William  appointment,  on  acct  of 
the  bad  behavior  of  the  Albany  Commissioners.  —  &  said 
Brother,  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  with  the  French  you 
asked  us  to  assist  we  thought  it  better  to  remain  Neuter  &  Con¬ 
tinue  at  peace.  We  now  assure  you  that  the  same  are  our  senti- 
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ments  at  this  time  &  we  desire  you  will  take  notice  of  what  we 
have  said.  — 

A  belt  of  7  Rows 

Brother  — 

You  told  us  last  fall  when  the  former  General  went  home  that 
there  was  a  very  Good  Man1  in  his  place,  but  we  find  it  other¬ 
wise,  as  we  say,  the  Axe  is  made  use  of  all  about  our  borders, 
&  we  fear  he  intends  our  destruction;  We  likewise  find  the  Trade 
is  stopped  which  was  formerly  open  to  us,  &  which  all  Nations 
Expected  a  Continuance  of.  — 

A  belt  8  Rows,  white 

Brother 

We  now  deliver  you  a  belt  Given  us  by  Onas ,2  a  belt  of  peace 
and  friendship  given  us  two  years  ago  at  Lancaster  to  tell  he 
was  peaceable  tho’  his  Neighbour  of  Virginia,  &  he  recommended 
it  to  us  to  take  care  of  the  Lands  of  Wioming  &  not  suffer  them 
to  be  settled  by  others,  but  give  him  notice  of  it,  and  that  if  the 
people  did  not  remove  at  the  Second  notice  he  did  not  fear  with 
our  Assistance  to  remove  them.  —  We  are  now  afraid  from 
what  we  see  that  he  is  not  that  peaceable  Man  he  pretended, 
&  that  he  has  deceived  us  for  wch  reason  we  desire  you  will  write 
to  him  about  it  &  let  him  know  we  have  taken  the  Axe  out  of 
Asaregoa’s  head  so  that  all  is  now  peace  &  that  the  Cayugas 
were  bent  on  nothing  else  — 

A  large  white  belt  of  1 8  Rows 
with  black  figures.  — 

Sir  William  made  them  a  very  Spirited  answer  to  the  fore¬ 
going  representing  the  absurdity  of  what  they  had  said,  and  his 
disapprobation  of  it  in  the  Strongest  terms,  which  occasioned 
them  to  remain  in  Council  all  Night. 

1  In  August  1  763,  Thomas  Gage  succeeded  Amherst  as  Commander  in 
Chief  of  British  forces  in  North  America. 

2  The  name,  meaning  pen  or  quill,  given  by  the  Indians  to  William 
Penn  and  his  successors,  the  provincial  governors  of  Pennsylvania. 
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25th.  The  Chiefs  waited  on  him  &  assured  him  that  the 
Speaker  had  not  delivered  their  Sentiments,  they  being  desirous 
to  be  ruled  in  Every  thing  by  him,  therefore  desired  he  might 
take  no  notice  of  what  had  been  said,  and  begged  his  Attention 
to  what  the  Senecas  had  to  offer  previous  to  his  proposals  — 

At  a  Meeting  with  all  the  Nations 
Present  as  before 

The  Onondaga  Speaker  addressed  Sir  William 
Brother  Warraghiyagey 

Yesterday  all  the  Nations  assembled  when  the  Youngest 
branch  of  the  Confederacy  spoke  to  you  for  which  [you]  we 
desire  your  apology,  &  that  you  will  take  no  Notice  of  what 
passed  at  that  time  but  that  you  will  hearken  to  what  the  Senecas 
have  now  to  say  and  make  an  allowance  for  their  ignorance 
without  taking  offence  at  them. 

Then  Sayenqueraghta  a  Seneca  of  Kanadasego  stood  up  & 
said  — 

Brother 

We  give  the  Great  Spirit  thanks  for  our  Meeting  you  this 
day.  We  found  that  what  was  said  Yesterday  proved  disagreable 
to  you  for  which  reason  with  this  String  we  remove  it  from  your 
memory,  &  we  now  open  your  Ears,  &  Clear  your  throat  that 
you  hear  what  We  have  to  offer  &  that  you  give  us  a  friendly 
answer  to  it.  — 

3  Strings 

Brother  — 

We  have  frequently  thought  of  the  good  &  peaceable  advice 
you  gave  us,  and  on  our  Four  Brothers  recommending  peace  to 
us  we  unanimously  determined  to  [make  peace ]  come  into  it,  as 
considering  the  fatal  Effects  of  War,  &  the  consequences  which 
must  attend  the  same  to  the  prejudice  of  our  Familys  &  posterity; 
I  am  therefore  now  to  assure  you  of  Our  Warriors  desire  for 
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peace  which  we  earnestly  request  and  are  very  sincere  in  — 

A  belt.  6  Rows  — 

Brother  - — 

At  your  desire  I  went  to  make  Our  people  come  into  reason, 
the  Cayugas  wanted  us  to  come  down  first  without  consulting 
them  all  but  we  did  not  chuse  to  do  so  but  went  to  Chenussio  & 
Consulted  all  our  people  that  we  might  know  their  Unanimous 
Sentiments,  which  we  now  acquaint  you  with,  &  desire  you  may 
believe  we  are  determined  for  the  future  to  do  nothing  but  for 
the  public  good. 

A  belt  8  Rows 

Brother  — 

I  desire  your  Serious  attention  to  what  I  have  now  to  inform 
you  concerning  the  Resolutions  of  all  our  people  made  at  home, 
not  altered  upon  the  Road,  as  some  people  have  lately  done,  we 
having  seriously  considered  our  old  Agreements  &  how  dear 
Brethren  ought  to  be  to  one  another,  are  determined  to  abide 
by  the  same,  &  once  more  take  hold  of  the  Cov*.  Chain  which 
we  will  keep  fast.  We  know  the  Great  King  is  the  head  of  these 
matters,  &  the  Governors  &  General,  here  under  him,  &  as  we 
apprehend  them  well  disposed,  we  heartily  rejoyce  at  it  —  & 
Will  agree  to  any  thing  you  desire1  — 

A  belt  1 2  Rows  — 

Brother  — 

We  are  now  to  assure  you  that  we  are  sincerely  bent  on  what 
is  good  &  that  our  Warriors  are  resolved  hereafter  to  lend  their 
assistance  to  our  Sachems  for  the  promoting  peace  &  the  good  of 
both  the  English,  and  ourselves,  &  as  we  are  the  Door  of  the 
Confederacy  to  the  Westward,  as  our  Brothers  the  Mohocks 
are  on  your  side,  we  now  acquaint  all  the  Nations  that  we  make 
a  new  Door  at  Chenussio  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  — 

A  Belt  of  1 5  Rows,  with  black  Fig  ures  — 


1  The  last  clause,  between  dashes,  is  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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Brother 

Our  Younger  Brothers  of  Cayuga  yesterday  buried  the  Axe 
they  had  struck  you  with,  but  they  did  not  cause  a  Stream  to 
run  under  the  Tree  so  as  to  carry  it  away,  we  now  take  the  Axe 
with  which  we  Struck  you  at  the  instigation  of  the  French,  and 
we  bury  it  under  the  same  tree  with  that  of  the  Cayugas  causing 
a  Great  Stream  to  run  under  the  Tree,  &  Carry  the  Axe  into 
the  Ocean,  so  that  it  may  no  more  be  found.  — 

A  belt  9  Rows,  black  &  White 

Brother  — 

With  this  belt  we  gather  up  the  bones  of  both  your  people  & 
ours  who  were  killed  and  bury  them,  &  we  desire  your  assistance 
therein,  &  also  that  whatever  was  said  Yesterday  by  the  Cayugas 
thro’  ignorance  may  be  buried  there  likewise,  &  that  the  Tree 
may  flourish  &  spread  over  it  — 

A  belt  7  Rows  — 

Then  the  Onondaga  Speaker  stood  up  &  said  — 

Brother 

I  now  speak  on  behalf  of  our  Nation,  to  lay  before  you  our 
great  Satisfaction  that  affairs  are  so  far  amicably  settled  which 
we  took  no  small  pains  to  effect,  and  as  we  hear  there  is  a  Good 
General  below  we  beg  you  will  use  your  interest  with  him  to 
get  matters  happily  settled.  — 

A  belt  8  Rows,  black  with  White  Diamonds  — 

Next  Tagaaia  of  Cayuga  spoke  as  follows  — 

Brother, 

I  speak  in  behalf  of  the  Cayugas,  who  spoke  yesterday  in  a 
manner  which  we  plainly  saw  displeased,  we  therefore  beg  you 
will  not  think  seriously  ab*.  it  as  none  of  the  Confederacy  ever 
spoke  so  before,  &  we  were  instigated  thereto  by  the  Evil  Spirit, 
we  shall  now  speak  farther  to  you  thereon  — 

After  him  Sequaresera  Sachem  of  Ganaghsaragey  spoke 


142 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Brother 

When  the  [head]  warrior  of  the  Cayugas  spoke  to  you  yester¬ 
day  he  made  one  blunder,  contrary  to  our  Intentions,  the  Sachems 
afterwards  spoke  and  made  many  mistakes  saying  things  wch 
were  not  agreed  upon,  which  must  have  been  owing  to  the  Evil 
Spirits,  we  beg  therefore  you’ll  Excuse  &  blot  out  such  parts 
as  were  disagreable,  &  with  this  belt  we  wash  your  inside  & 
Cleanse  it  from  the  remembrance  thereof,  and  also  bury  the  words 
which  displeased  you  under  the  same  Tree  with  the  Axe.  — 

A  White  belt,  1 5  Rows  with 
black  Diamonds 

[Brother] 

Then  Sequaresere  spoke  to  the  Onondagas,  Senecas,  &  Mohocks 
—  repeated  the  old  Agreement,  thanked  them  for  their  adherence 
to  it  —  &  for  what  they  had  said1  — 

[March  30th.]2 
Bretheren  of  Onondaga  &ca 

I  return  you  thanks  for  ye.  concern  shewn  by  Y ou  for  our  late 
losses.  —  &  I  do  by  these  2  Belts  of  Wampum  heartily  condole 
yr.  losses,  by  wipeing  away  ye.  Tears  from  yr.  Eyes,  Clearing 
the  passage  to  yr.  Heart,  &  also  Wipe  away  the  Blood  of  yr. 
Deceased  People  out  of  yr.  Sight  so  as  to  admit  of  no  further 
Greif,  or  concern  — 

2  Belts  — 

Bretheren  of  Cayuga  — 

I  am  also  thankfull  to  Y ou  for  ye.  part  Y ou  have  acted  on  this 
occasion,  and  do  on  my  part  Sincerely  condole  yr.  late  losses 
by  Sickness  &  otherwise. 

A  Belt  — 

1  The  manuscript  to  this  point  is  in  Guy  Johnson’s  hand.  The  remainder 
is  in  Sir  William  Johnson’s  hand. 

2  Date  taken  from  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.,  where  this  explanation 
is  inserted:  “Sir  William  was  prevented  from  giving  an  Answer  to  the 
Indians,  on  acct.  of  fitting  out  a  great  Number  of  Warriors  agt.  the 
Enemy,  until  the  30th  Inst,  when  he  addressed  the  Brethren  of  Onondaga. 
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Bretheren  Cheif tains  &  Warriors  of  Cayuga 

The  long  Acctl.  You  gave  of  yr.  Nations  Attachment  to  the 
English,  the  many  proofs  of  wY  you  advanced  as  well  as  the 
part  you  acted  in  ye.  beginning  of  the  late  War,  and  ye.  Accu. 
you  give  of  the  treatment  wh.  yr.  Warriors  (wth.  those  of  other 
Nations)  met  with  last  Autumn  in  the  back  parts  of  Virginia 
had  been  as  well  let  alone,  As  you  know  I  am  sensible  of  yr. 
conduct  since  that  Period,  wh.  I  am  sorry  to  say  has  been  as 
little  to  yr.  Credit,  as  any  Nation  I  know,  but  as  the  design  of 
this  General  Meeting,  is  to  put  all  Matters  on  the  best  footing 
possible  for  our  Mutual  Interest,  I  shall  avoid  all  unnecessary 
Altercation,  and  recriminations  on  w*.  is  past  &  only  wish  that 
everry  thing  transacted  here  now  may  turn  out  to  your  &  our 
Interest. 

A  Belt 


Bretheren  ye.  Warriors  of  Cayuga  — 

I  am  glad  your  Heads  did  not  grow  giddy  by  yr.  late  losses 
sustained  at  ye.  back  of  Virginia,  indeed  it  would  be  wrong  & 
look  bad  if  they  did,  as  it  was  not  a  concerted  thing  of  yl.  Gov¬ 
ernment,  but  I  have  reason  to  think  much  owing  to  your  indis¬ 
cretion,  —  You  were  right  in  burying  the  bones  of  yr.  People 
lost  there  so  deep  as  never  to  be  seen,  &  I  do  the  same  on  the 
part  of  the  English,  &  hope  that  nothing  of  the  kind  may  ever 
happen  again.  As  it  would  probably  shake  that  Cov*.  Chain  wh. 
You  now  promise  to  abide  by.  — 

A  Bel, 


Bretheren  — 

I  am  greatly  surprised  to  hear  after  what  You  said  by  the 
foregoing  Belt,  that  any  of  yr.  People  should  think  of  revengeing 
wl.  happened  (thro  yr.  own  Means)  at  the  back  parts  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  upon  inoffensive  People  in  another  Government,  You  Say 
now  you  are  sorry  for  it,  that  is  poor  Satisfaction  to  Us,  &  much 
less  to  the  Injured  freinds  of  the  Murdered.  —  wherefore  I 
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expect,  that,  you  will  at  least  Act  against  his  Majestys  Enemies, 
&  convince  us  thereby  of  your  contrition.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren 

Your  takeing  ye.  Ax  out  of  my  Head  is  a  Custom  I  know 
used  amongst  You,  but  will  appear  a  verry  trifleing  recompence 
to  the  General  or  publick  for  what  you  have  done,  unless  fol¬ 
lowed  by  some  satisfactory  &  freindlike  Actions. 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren 

The  Severall,  &  repeated  Assurances  w*1.  You  have  now  given 
me  of  yr.  future  good  intentions  is  verry  agreable,  as  is  also  yr. 
promise  (now  made  in  ye.  presence  of  the  5  Nations)  of  Assisting 
yr.  Sachims  in  everry  thing  for  ye.  good  of  the  Confederacy,  I 
must  recommend  it  to  you  &  them  to  regard  my  present  &  re¬ 
peated  admonitions  on  that  Head.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren 

Your  Observation  on  my  uneasiness  of  mind  is  as  Just,  as  as 
[sic]  the  cause  of  it,  and  I  must  tell  you  that  nothing  but  the 
five  Nations  following  my  advice  at  this  time  can  remove  it,  or 
make  you  a  happy  or  considerable  People,  and  I  expected  that 
you  would  with  ye.  last  Belt  have  offered  me  the  Service  of  the 
Warriors,  to  be  employed  against  our  common  Enemies.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren  the  Sachims  of  Cayugae 

I  am  glad  to  hear  yr.  Warriors  are  unanimous,  and  determined 
now  to  assist  you  all  in  their  power  in  your  Councils,  and  I  wish 
your  Councils  may  be  directed  by  prudence  Wisdom  &  Sincerity. 
—  You  have  said  some  other  things  w*.  this  Belt,  wh.  for  yr. 
credit  I  think  proper  to  leave  Unanswered.  —  therefore  return 
you  your  Belt  — 

A  Belt 

Bretheren 

As  you  have  buried  ye.  Bones  of  yr.  People  lately  slain,  so 
that  they  may  no  more  be  seen  or  give  you  concern,  I  hope  you 
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will  take  better  care  for  the  time  to  come,  and  save  Your  People 
for  a  better  purpose. 

I  do  also  bury  the  Bones  of  those  who  dropped  by  yr.  means, 
so  that  ye.  sight  of  them  may  not  raise  a  resentm*.  in  our  breast 
wh.  must  prove  fatal  to  Your  Nation,  &  I  wish  there  [may] 
never  may  any  thing  of  ye.  kind  happen  again. 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren 

The  Neutrality  You  entered  into  the  last  War  was  not  to  yr. 
Credit  had  you  even  kept  it,  nor  was  it  agreable  to  the  old  agree¬ 
ment  you  now  talk  so  much  of,  &  pretend  to  understand  so  well, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  tell  You  that  I  see  you  twist,  &  wrench  y*. 
Covf.  Chain  any  way  [that  will]  to  serve  yr.  purpose  So  that  at 
last  it  must  break.  yr.  talking  of  a  Neutrality  at  this  time  when 
yr.  Elder  [Brother]  &  Younger  Brothers  are  acting  otherwise 
appears  verry  bad,  and  will  give  the  English  as  well  as  yr.  own 
People  a  verry  unfavourable  opinion  of  your  Sincerity  &  freind- 
ship,  —  wherefore  I  advise  you  as  yr.  freind  to  consider  well  wl. 
you  are  about  &  act  as  a  Brothers  should,  You  have  wise  Heads 
among  you,  if  properly  employed.  — 

A  Belt. 

Bretheren 

Your  charge  against  ye.  present  Genr1.  is  verry  ill  founded. 
He  is  known  &  allowed  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  him  & 
his  character  to  be  a  verry  Honest  well  meaning  Man,  at  the 
same  time  He  will  not  be  trifled  with,  nor  favour  those  who  are 
Enemies  to  his  King  &  Country.  As  for  ye.  Ax  flying  about  yr. 
borders,  or  the  out  skirts  of  yr.  Country  as  you  call  it,  twill  only 
cut  of  the  rotten  branches.  I  am  surprised  that  you,  who  are  a 
sensible  People  should  think  of  finding  fault  with  ye.  Genr1.  for 
prohibitting  Trade  with  our  Enemies,  it  is  forbid,  &  made  Death 
by  ye.  fundamental  Laws  of  our  Country,  &  were  Y ou,  who  have 
no  such  Laws  or  punishment  to  dread,  as  we  have  in  such  cases, 
at  War,  I  am  certain  You  would  not  trade  with  nor  supply  yr. 
open  Enemies  with  the  least  Article  whatsoever,  but  put  them 
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to  death  should  they  come  to  ask  a  thing  of  the  kind,  &  why  you 
should  expect  it  from  us,  I  cant  account  for,  as  I  am  certain  You 
cant,  nor  dont  think  us  void  of  an  equal  Share  at  least  of  Sense 
with  you.  —  I  have  only  to  add  that  it  is  not  in  my  power,  neither 
is  it  my  inclination,  that  the  least  Trade  should  be  allowed  to 
any  of  our  Enemies,  before  they  make  proper  Satisfaction,  & 
peace  be  confirmed  &  ratified.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren  — 

This  Belt  You  shewed  me,  &  w*1.  you  say  you  received  at  ye. 
last  Treaty  held  at  Lancaster  from  Onas  or  ye.  Govr.  of  Phila¬ 
delphia]  I  have  nothing  to  do  with,  this  I  am  certain  of,  that, 
had  not  Some  of  the  Nations  to  whom  yr.  Belt  was  given  made 
war  upon  his  People,  He  would  remain  freindly  &  peaceable 
with  ’em  but  as  his  out  Settlers  have  been  drove  of  their  Farms  & 
many  of  them  inhumanly  murdered  without  any  cause.  You 
cannot  think  that  He  will  sitt  still,  &  hold  his  Head  down  to 
be  Struck,  no  he  is  preparing  to  do  himself  Justice,  as  are  ye. 
rest  of  ye.  Governours. 

returned  the  large  Belt  — 

Sachims,  &  Warriors  of  the  Seneca  Nation 

[When  you]  Your  removeing  the  uneasiness  from  my  mind 
occasioned  by  the  foolish  behavior  of  the  Cayuga  the  Day  before 
I  take  well,  and  let  you  know  that  I  forgive  them  for  their  silly 
oehaviour.  [My  Ears  are  clear  to  hear,  &  As  is  my  throat  to 
Speak]  I  thank  you  for  clearing  my  Ears  &  Throat,  which  indeed 
required  it,  haveing  been  stuffed  up  with  so  many  evil  reports  of 
You  this  time  past,  that  I  could  scarce  hear  You  or  speak  to 
You.  — 

3  Strings  — 

Warriors  — 

I  wish  for  your  Sakes,  that  you  had  paid  a  timely  regard  to 
what  I  so  long  &  so  often  recommended  to  you.  if  you  had,  it 
would  have  prevented  the  late  Bloodshed,  the  bad  Characters 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


147 


you  have  acquired,  the  great  [ deal  of]  trouble  to  the  rest  of  the 
Nations,  &  to  me  in  particular.  However  if  you  are  sincere  now,  & 
heartily  repent  of  yr.  Wickedness  &  folly,  and  will  make  proper 
Satisfaction,  (nay  yl.  is  not  in  yr.  power)  but  such  as  the  General 
desires,  it  may  be  forgiven.  — 

A  Belt 

It  was  kind  &  freindly  in  ye.  Cayugaes  and  other  Nations  to 
interfere,  and  it  would  be  madness  in  You  not  to  hearken  to 
their  admonitions.  You  were  right  not  to  come  down  here  before 
You  could  with  certainty  deliver  the  unanimous  Sentiments  of 
all  the  dissafected  Villages,  and  as  you  declare  them  to  be  sin¬ 
cere,  I  shall  give  ye.  more  Attention  to  them.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Your  abideing  by  the  resolutions  wh.  you  made  in  yr.  Council 
at  Home,  and  not  altering  them  (as  others  have  done  by  the 
road)  is  what  all  Honest  or  well  meaning  People  should  do,  and 
are  such,  as  Should  be  cheifly  depended  upon.  Y et,  I  expect  that 
You  have  sufficient  authority  to  alter  or  amend  yr.  resolutions,  as 
circumstances  may  require  at  this  Meeting. 

It  would  have  been  much  for  yr.  Credit  &  Interest  had  you 
considered  in  time  how  dear  Bretheren  ought  to  be  to  One  another 
&  to  have  held  fast  the  Covf.  Chain,  wh.  was  ye.  greatest  &  only 
security  the  Six  Nations  could  have,  &  of  continueing  a  Happy 
People,  as  You  now  say  you  are  again  determined  to  lay  fast 
hold  of  the  Covenant  Chain,  I  must  tell  You  that  it  will  be  first 
expected  You  comply  with  the  Generals  demands,  wh.  to  me 
appear  so  reasonable  that  I  expect  you  will  not  hesitate  a  moment 
in  complying  with  them,  &  think  yr.  selves  happy  in  haveing  so 
easy  Terms. 

A  Belt  — 

Your  repeated  assurances  of  the  good  and  peaceable  Inten¬ 
tions  of  your  Warriors,  &  their  resolutions  of  lending  their  as¬ 
sistance  to  their  Sachims  for  the  promoteing  a  Peace  for  the  time 
to  come,  is  agreable  to  me,  and  is  what  will  prove  more  to  the 
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Interest  of  yr..  Or  any  other  Nation  than  War  with  the  English, 
who  are  too  powerfull  to  be  hurt  much  by  any  Nation  in  the 
World,  much  less  by  any  Nation  or  Nations  of  Indians,  wh.  I 
am  surprised  yr.  People  of  sense  did  not  consider  before  they 
plunged  themselves  into  such  Danger  &  difficulty. 

I  shall  be  [glad]  ready  (when  matters  are  Settled  between 
You  &  Us)  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  makeing  a  Good  Door 
In  yr.  Country,  for  the  use  of  all  freindly  Inds.  &  Yr. 

A  Belt  — 

Your  taking  ye.  Axe  out  of  my  Head,  &  burying  it  in  a  deep 
Hole  of  running  Water  wh.  is  to  carry  it  so  far  as  never  more 
to  be  found,  is  I  know  an  old  custom  made  use  of  by  You,  but 
to  Us,  it  is  no  manner  of  recompence  for  the  cruelties  committed 
by  You  on  our  inoffensive  People,  &  his  Majestys  Troops  des¬ 
tined  another  way,  &  Your  attributeing  yr.  late  conduct  to  the 
instigation  of  the  French  &  the  Devil  is  a  verry  lame  excuse  for 
had  you  any  regard  for  the  English,  and  the  engagements  so 
Solemnly  entered  into  with  them  by  yr.  Ancestors,  You  would 
not  have  been  led  away  by  the  Devil  or  the  French,  to  act  as 
You  have  done. 

no  Belt  to  be  given 

Your  Gathering  up  &  burying  the  bones  of  those  of  our  People 
murdered  by  You,  is  I  know  also  yr.  Custom,  but  as  I  observed 
before,  that  without  yr.  makeing  a  Sufficient  Satisfaction  besides 
this  it  will  not  answer.  — 

Bretheren  of  Onondaga 

The  satisfaction  You  expressed  at  ye.  Senecas  Submission,  & 
the  Steps  taken  by  them  at  this  Meeting  towards  an  Accommoda¬ 
tion,  flows  I  am  convinced  from  Your  desire  of  Peace,  &  the 
regard  You  have  for  yr.  Bretheren  which  has  verry  strongly 
manifested  itself  by  all  yr.  Actions  Since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Hostilities,  &  for  which  I  am  to  thank  You,  as  I  am 
convinced  it  was  well  tho  not  verry  Judiciously  intended.  —  I 
have  &  shall  continue  to  use  my  utmost  endeavours  for  ye.  restora- 
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tion  of  Peace  in  a  proper  Manner,  &  by  this  Belt  I  assure  You 
of  my  resolution  for  that  End.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Bretheren  of  Cayuga 

I  am  sorry  you  have  (from  yr.  indiscreet  behaviour)  been  under 
a  necessity  of  useing  so  much  apology  as  You  at  ye.  last  meeting 
made.  I  hope  you  will  for  the  time  to  Come,  be  more  prudent, 
&  cautious  in  yr.  Expressions  &  carefull  in  yr.  Councils.  —  then 
you  will  be  under  no  necessity  of  taking  up  so  much  of  yr.  &  my 
time  Idly.  — 

As  you  with  this  Belt  have  washed  away  all  uneasiness  from 
my  mind,  —  I  do  the  same  to  you  in  return  so  that  nothing  Ill 
may  lay  lurking  in  You.  — 

A  Belt  — 

1  Brethren  of  the  Mohocks,  Onondagas,  Oneydas,  Cayugas  & 
Tuscarors  — 

You  now  all  know  the  nature  of  the  terms  on  wch  we. stand 
with  our  Enemys,  as  also  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  &  all 
the  Governors,  to  bring  them  to  a  proper  punishment  and  a 
thorough  sense  of  their  Crimes  which  only  will  secure  peace  to 
us  and  our  Children  hereafter  —  Therefore  as  Friends  &  Allies 
in  whose  Esteem  I  confide,  and  who  are  obliged  by  your  En¬ 
gagements  to  support  the  Covt  Chain  agh  all  Violaters,  I  now 
give  you  this  English  Axe  the  Edge  of  which  is  Strong  &  Sharp 
to  be  made  use  of  against  our  Enemys  in  Conjunction  with  our 
Troops,  and  as  I  am  your  Friend  &  know  your  true  interest  I 
Expect  that  all  those  of  ye.  Nats.  who  call  themselves  Friends 
[icill  imediately]  and  Who  hope  for  our  favour  &  Esteem  will 
imediately  take  it  up,  and  Make  a  good  use  of  it  against  all 
those  who  have  so  unjustly  made  War  upon  our  Frontiers  & 
thereby  brought  a  reflection  upon  the  name  of  Indians,  which  can 
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only  be  removed  by  your  good  behavior  and  readiness  to  obey 
the  Generals  desire. 

*Gave  the  War  Belt  above  a  Fathom 
long  &  9  Rows  with  2  Men 
&  an  Axe  worked  thereon  — 

then  Stood  up  &  Sung  his  War  Song,  attended  by  Taivasskughta 
an  Onondaga  Cheif  —  Here  comes  in  ye.  [Whole]  rest  of  ye. 
proceedings  of  this  Meeting.  — 

2It  being  late  at  night  Sir  William  told  the  Indians  he  must 
deferr  mentioning  to  them  the  Generals  Proposals  to  the  Chenus- 
sios,  for  the  present,  and  would  now  only  give  all  the  Nations 
(Senecas  excepted)  the  War  Axe  to  use  against  the  Kings 
Enemies,  viz*,  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done.  — 

March  31st.  —  The  Indians  being  all  assembled  in  the  Council 
Room,  Hall  &c  to  a  great  Number,  a  Seneca  rose  up,  and  spoke 
upon  the  Subject  of  the  precedent  day,  took  the  Axe  in  his  Hand, 
and  declar  d  War  against  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  or  others, 
his  Majesties  Enemies,  declaring  their  Sorrow  for  what  was  past, 
and  their  Readiness  to  make  any  Satisfaction,  if  forgiven.  — 
then  the  Cayugas,  by  their  Chief  ^Varrlor  rose  up,  and  spoke 
extremely  well  on  the  Subject,  and  Sung  his  War  Song ,  as  did 
all  the  Nations  of  the  Confederacy,  and  a  Cognawagey  who 
was  present.  —  when  done,  it  being  late  at  night,  Sir  Wm. 
thanked  the  Confederacy  for  the  Spirit,  and  Zeal  shewn  by  them 
on  the  Occasion  —  then  told  them  that,  after  he  laid  the  General's 
Terms  before  the  Senecas  which  he  intended  doing  the  day 
following,  he  would  give  them  a  War  Feast  agreeable  to  their 
own  Custom  in  such  Case,  on  which  there  was  a  general  Shout 
of  Approbation,  —  then  ended  with  a  Dram  round  the  whole 
Body,  which  was  very  numerous.  — 

Eod.  Die  the  Senecas  dispatched  4  of  their  People  to  forbid 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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any  of  their  Young  Men  Joining  the  Shawanese,  or  Delawares, 
should  they  apply  to  them  for  Assistance  against  any  of  the 
P arties  Sir  William  had  out,  and  that  they  should  remain  quiet 
at  home  ’till  their  Return  from  hence. 

April  the  lsl.  —  Being  a  very  wet  snowy  Morning,  Sir  William 
was  obliged  to  deferr  meeting  the  Indians  until  4  P:M:  — 
Being  all  Assembled  Sir  William  explained  to  them,  the  Senecas 
the  several  Articles  distinctly  in  the  Presence  of  all  the  Nations, 
and  Delivered  a  Belt  with  each  and  desired  an  Answer  to  them 
before  they  left  the  Place.  —  then  told  the  Six  nations  that  he 
would  deferr  giving  them  the  War  Feast  until  the  next  day,  when 
he  would  say  something  to  them  concerning  their  Destination.  — 
&  broke  up  after  Ordering  them  Drams  &c  — 

At  night  1 4  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  dissaffected  Senecas  came  to 
Sir  William,  with  one  Mohock,  and  one  Onondaga  Chief,  and 
desired  a  private  Conference  with  him,  which  being  granted,  the 
Headman  begged  Sir  William  would  repeat  the  several  Articles 
to  them  again,  lest  they  might  not  have  thoroughly  understood, 
or  remembered  them,  which  having  done,  they  returned  him  many 
thanks  for  his  Compliance  and  then  assured  him  that  they  would 
without  Delay  take  them  into  Consideration,  and  give  their 
answer  the  day  following.  —  Sir  William  spoke  to  them  very 
strongly,  and  warmly  on  the  Affair,  as  did  also  the  Mohock, 
and  Onondaga  Chiefs,  which  made  such  Impression  on  them,  — 
after  which  they  went  to  their  several  Encampments.  — 

April  2d.  —  At  3  P:M  —  The  several  Nations  being  assembled 
in  the  Council  Room,  the  Onondaga  Speaker,  Tyawarunta  was 
desired  by  the  Senecas  to  speak  for  them,  and  the  Bunt 1  to  assist 
him,  which  being  agreed  to  he  answered  to  all  the  Articles, 
except  two,  as  Sir  William  could  wish,  and  exchanged  Belts 


1  A  Chief  Sachem  of  Onondaga. 
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thereon.  —  Sir  William  then  spoke  to  them,  and  insisted  on  their 
agreeing  fully  to  every  Article  proposed,  otherwise  they  must 
expect  he  would  carry  the  War  into  their  Country  immediately. 
— whereupon  they  Settled  one  Article,  and  desired  time  until 
next  day  to  consider  of  the  other;  being  agreed  to,  Sir  William 
after  expostulating  with  them  very  warmly  on  their  late  Conduct, 
and  present  backwardness  in  settling  matters,  invited  all  the 
Nations  to  the  War  Feast  prepared  on  the  present  Occasion,  at 
which  he  Sung  his  War  Song,  declaring  War  in  a  Solemn  Man¬ 
ner  against  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  and  any  other  Na¬ 
tions,  who  might  Join  them,  which  was  followed  by  the  Senecas, 
and  all  the  Nations  present  in  the  most  solemn  Manner,  and 
Continued  the  whole  night  —  Sir  William,  at  parting,  told  them 
that  he  would  the  next  day  speak  to  them,  and  Acquaint  them 
when  they  would  be  wanted  to  Join  his  Majesties  Troops — and 
wished  them  good  night.  —  As  he  was  leaving  the  Room,  a 
Cayuga  Indian  arrived  in  five  days  from  the  Seneca  Country  with 
the  following  Account  Viz*,  that  some  of  the  disaffected  Dela¬ 
wares  had  been  to  the  Senecas  to  know  the  reason  of  Our  falling 
upon  them  in  so  violent  a  Manner,  Adding  “We  are  an  undone 
People  if  our  Uncles  give  us  up,”  to  which  the  Seneca  answd. 
“Cousin,  our  Sachims,  and  Chief  Warriors  are  all  gone  down  to 
our  Governor  to  endeavor  to  settle  matters  on  the  best  footing 
they  can,  and  until  their  Return,  we  can  say  nothing,  but  advise 
you  to  keep  quiet,  to  which  they  agreed,  but  added,  that  if  they 
found  their  Uncles  desert  them,  they  would  then  exert  themselves, 
and  with  the  Hatchet,  which  they  had  by  them  (the  Handle  of 
wcC  was  as  long  as  a  Tall  Tree,  and  Calculated  for  destroying 
Indians)  destroy  their  Uncles,  or  any  that  took  their  Part,”  — 
At  which  all  the  Indians  laughed,  and  said  they  would  very  soon 
settle  the  Point  with  them,  and  the  Shawanese,  having  now  the 
Kings  Axe  in  their  Hands.  — 

April  3d.  Proceedings  at  a  Conference  with  the  Deputies  from 
Chenussio,  &c  at  Johnson  Hall.  — 
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Sir  William  addressed  them  as  follows  —  viz1. 

Sachims,  &  Warriors  of  Chenussio,  &c.  — 

When  you  came  down  last  Fall  to  make  some  Offers  of  Peace 
to  me,  I  then  Acquainted  you  that  I  should  lay  your  Request 
before  the  General,  but  that  they  would  not  be  accepted  of  unless 
you  agreed  to  proper  Terms  of  Concession.  I  accordingly  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  General  concerning  it,  who  has  directed  me  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  only  Terms  on  which  you  will  be  admitted 
into  a  Pacification.  — 

As  you  must  all  remember  it,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  repeat  to 
you  the  friendly  Advice  I  have  given  you  from  time  to  time  for 
some  Years  past,  that  you  should  shut  your  Ears  to  all  bad 
Advisers,  and  remain  firm  friends  to  the  English,  on  whom  you 
must  depend  for  your  Support,  and  from  whose  Clemency  alone 
you  are  to  enjoy  Peace,  Plenty,  and  Satisfaction.  — 

After  your  Endeavors  to  overset  the  Peace  in  1761,  which 
all  the  Western  Indians  have  testified  against  you,  I  repeated  my 
former  friendly  Advice,  and  recommended  it  strongly  to  you  to 
consider  your  own  Interest,  and  preserve  Inviolable  all  your 
Agreements.  — 

This  was  scarcely  over  when  in  November  1  76 2,  some  of 
your  People  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Hospitality,  and  the  Peace 
then  subsisting  between  us  barbarously  murdered  some  Traders, 
peaceably  passing  through  yr.  Country,  and  Robbed  them  of 
their  Effects.  —  Some  of  your  People  then  expressed  their  Sor¬ 
row  for  it,  and  I  recommended  it  to  them  to  Comply  with  the 
General’s  Desire,  and  deliver  up  the  Murderers  according  to 
the  Laws  of  Nations  —  This  you  evaded  under  false,  and  frivo¬ 
lous  Pretences,  which  sufficiently  indicated  the  Badness  of  your 
Minds,  and  your  determination  to  Quarrel  with  a  People  who 
can  swallow  you  at  a  Mouthful.  —  Your  Plan  being  then  laid, 
you  began  Hostilities.  —  I  went  to  the  German  Flats,  where 
I  summoned  all  the  Nations.  —  You  did  not  attend,  and  I  was 
exposed  to  the  Censure  of  the  English  by  Countenancing,  and 
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setting  your  Behavior  in  the  most  favorable  light  which  my  Es¬ 
teem,  and  Pity  for  you  had  promoted.  — 

Your  Conduct  since  that  Period,  has  been  of  the  blackest 
Nature  a  Train  of  Murders,  &  Cruelty  which  the  deepest  Malice 
alone  could  Suggest.  —  which  the  most  savage  Breasts  alone 
could  perpetrate.  I  have  therefore  nothing  more  to  say  in  your 
favor  to  the  grately  Injured  English.  —  You  no  more  see  that 
tender  Advocate  for  your  Follies,  —  Follies,  which  your  Darl¬ 
ings  the  French  would  have  made  you  severely  pay  for,  though 
their  Power  bore  no  greater  Comparison  with  that  of  the  English, 
than  the  Execution  of  a  Pistol,  to  the  fury,  and  Destruction  of 
a  Cannon.  — 

In  these  Circumstances,  You  can  no  longer  expect  me  to  bear 
the  Resentment  of  the  English  on  your  accounts.  —  I  can  only 
wish  you  may  have  truely,  and  Sincerely  Repented  of  your  many 
Offences.  —  I  see  you  now  a  poor  People  —  a  People  that  must 
in  a  few  Months  be  Reduced  to  Want,  and  Beggary,  and 
Wretchedness  —  a  People  that  must  perish  in  a  little  time,  even 
though  we  should  not  lift  our  powerful  Arm  against  you.  — 

I  sincerely  pity  you,  and  I  hope  you  have  a  just  sense  of  your 
bad  Behavior;  but  till  I  am  convinced  of  it  by  your  Actions,  I 
can  only  propose  to  you  the  Generals  1  erms,  on  which  he  will 
receive  you,  —  and  I  desire  an  immediate  Answer  to  them 
without  entering  upon  past  Affairs  for  extenuating  your  Guilt 
which  is  so  notorious,  that  we  shall  hear  nothing  but  your  direct 
answer. 

The  General  proposes  that,  in  Case  you  are  really  affected  at 
what  you  have  done,  and  determined  to  lead  a  peaceable  life 
hereafter,  You  agree  to  the  following  Terms.  —  First,  to  Deliver 
up  the  Murderers  of  Kanestio  —  Secondly,  all  the  Prisoners, 
Deserters,  and  Frenchmen  amongst  you  without  Distinction,  and 
that  you  engage  never  more  to  admit  any  amongst  You.  — 
Thirdly  a  free  use  of  the  Carrying  Place  of  Niagara,  with  the 
Lands  from  the  Fort  to  the  Creek  above  little  Niagra,  the 
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Breadth  of  4  Miles  from  the  River,  and  free  liberty  to  Cut 
Timber  for  Building,  Fire  Wood  &c — Fourthly  a  free  open 
Road  through  your  Country  for  the  Passage  of  the  English  with 
Cattle,  Carriages  or  otherwise  with  the  free  Occupancy  of  the 
Lakes,  Rivers,  Creeks,  &c.  —  Fifthly  —  the  use  of  the  Harbours 
of  Orundequat,1  and  Asserotus2  with  liberty  of  erecting  Places 
of  Security  at  them. — Sixthly — that  you  stop  up  the  Road  to 
the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  and  never  treat  with  them  without 
our  P emission  —  Seventhly  —  That  you  never  hold  any  Con¬ 
ferences,  correspond,  or  treat  with  any  of  his  Majesties  Enemies, 
but  hold  fast  the  Covenant  Chain  for  ever  —  Eightly  —  To  Ob¬ 
serve  the  several  Articles,3  and  leave  Hostages  for  the  Perform¬ 
ance  of  them  untill  the  Meeting  of  all  the  Nations  at  Niagra  took 
place. — 


If  you  chearfully  agree  to  these  Proposals,  they  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  Preliminaries  to  a  General  Treaty  with  you,  and  the 
Army  shall  have  Orders  not  to  strike  you.  —  You  will  in  that 
case  go  home,  and  collect  all  your  Prisoners,  Deserters,  French¬ 
men  &c,  and  be  in  Readiness  to  attend  me  in  the  Summer  with 
them  at  the  Place  I  shall  appoint,  where  Peace  will  be  made  with 
you  in  due  form,  —  as  I  am  likewise  at  that  time  to  make  Peace 
with  the  Western  Indians,  who  have  earnestly  begged  for  it, 
&  offered  to  make  any  Concessions.  —  but  no  Trade,  or  any 
other  Indulgence  can  be  afforded  you  untill  the  general  Peace  is 
made.  — 


1  Irondequoit.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names,  pp.  116-17. 

2  Aserotus,  Assorodus,  Sodus,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.  Ibid.  p.  241. 

3  The  articles  of  the  peace  concluded  with  the  Seneca  (Chenussio) 
Indians  are  printed  in  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:621-23. 
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Article  1 s*.  &  2d.  —  They  agree,  and  promise  to  apprehend,  and 
deliver  up  the  Murderers  of  Kanestio1  if  to  be  found.  —  They 
Agree,  and  promise  to  collect  all  the  Prisoners,  Deserters,  French 
men,  and  Negroes,  and  deliver  them  up,  and  should  any  for  the 
time  to  come  desert  or  come  amongst  them,  not  to  keep  or  Harbor 
them,  but  to  assist  us  in  apprehending  them  in  their  T owns  &c.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Art.  3d.  &  4th.  Fully  Agreed  to  with  this  Proviso,  that  when  Sir 
William  hold  the  intended  Meeting  at  Niagara,  the  Lines  may 
be  then  Run  in  his,  and  their  Presence,  as  now  described.  — 
Agreed,  that  all,  or  any  of  his  Majesties  Subjects  from  hence 
forth  shall  ever  have  free  Egress,  and  Regress  through  their 
Country  with  Cattle  &c,  and  that  for  their  better  Security  they 
shall  be  Escorted  coming  from  Niagara,  or  any  of  the  upper 
Parts  of  the  Country  by  the  Senecas  to  Cayuga,  by  the  Cayugas 
to  Onondaga  &c  downwards,  and  by  the  Mohocks  to  Oneida,  — 
by  the  Oneidas  to  Onondaga,  and  so  on  to  Niagara  by  the  other 
Nations,  if  Required.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Art.  5th.  —  Agreed  to,  —  They  promise  a  free  Passage  along 
the  Lakes,  and  Rivers  for  the  Kings  Vessels,  Batteaus,  Canoes, 
&c  —  and  Shelter  in  any  of  their  Harbours  — 

A  Belt  — 


1  Two  Indians  of  Canestio  murdered  some  traders  in  November  1762. 
In  August  1  763,  Captain  William  Clapham  of  a  Pennsylvania  provincial 
regiment  and  partner  of  George  Croghan  was  murdered  by  the  Indians.  See 
Bradstreet’s  prospective  plan  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  after  defeating  them 
in  1763  on  his  way  to  relieve  Fort  Pitt.  He  had  resolved  to  invade  the 
Indians’  territory  in  Ohio  with  a  large  force  and  oblige  them  to  sign  a 
treaty  of  peace.  The  terms  of  the  proposed  treaty  he  sent  on  May  2, 
1764  to  General  Gage.  The  first  term  of  the  treaty  provided  “That  they 
[the  Indians]  deliver  up  the  murderers  of  Clapham  and  our  Traders  to  be 
put  to  death  for  their  Crimes.”  Printed  in  Neiv  York  Historical  Society 
Collections,  /88I,  p.  526. 
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Art.  6th.  —  Agreed  to  —  that  they  will  not  carry  on  any  Cor- 
respondance  with  the  Shawanese,  Delawares  or  any  other  Nation 
Enemies  to  the  English,  —  but  will  immediately  fall  upon  them, 
as  soon  as  they  return  to  their  Country.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Art.  7th.  Agreed  to  — 

Art.  8th.  Agreed  to,  by  giving  Hostages  for  the  Performance  of 
the  sev1.  Conditions  in  the  above  Articles  -  namely  -  Oanughsissa, 
Serriohanas  Brother,  Arajungas  three  of  their  Principal  Men, 
and  Attanyindariha,  a  Cayuga  Chief.  — 

Sir  William  then  told  them  he  was  glad  to  find  them  so  sensible 
of  their  Errors,  by  Agreeing  to  every  thing  the  General  required, 
and  Recommended  to  them  a  due  Performance  of  every  Article 
now  promised  by  them,  which  he  expected  would  be  fullfilled  at 
his  Meeting  them  at  Niagara  at  which  time  he  would  deliver  to 
them  the  Hostages  now  left  with  him.  — 

The  Onondaga  Speaker  then  Addressed  Sir  William.  — 
Brother  — 

Having  now  gone  through  the  Business  of  this  Meeting  unani¬ 
mously,  and  I  hope  to  your  Satisfaction,  and  that  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral,  we  would  be  desirous  to  know  when  the  Army  moves,  and 
our  Service  be  wanted. 

Sir  William  told  them  of  the  General’s  Resolutions  of  having 
the  Army  in  Motion  about  the  15th  Ins'.,  at  which  time  he  ex¬ 
pected  they  would  all  be  ready  to  Join  it,  &  act  wth.  Resolution, 
that  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  have  some  Warriors,  ten  of  each 
Nation  to  go,  and  Join  the  Party  already  out  against  the  Enemy, 
the  better  to  ensure  Success.  —  the  Remainder,  according  to 
Custom,  Sir  William  bound  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  not  to 
Stir  until  called  upon  to  Join  the  Army,  and  concluded  with 
telling  them  that  he  would  on  the  Morrow,  say  something  fur¬ 
ther  to  them  all.  — 

The  Onondaga  Speaker  then  stood  up,  and  with  two  Strings  of 
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Wampum  acquainted  Sir  William  of  their  having  appointed  two 
Men  to  assist  in  their  Councils  in  the  Room  of  Ganughsadega, 
and  Gaghswaghtuni,  namely  Onughranorum,  and  Dyaquande, 
whom  they  hoped  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  — 

Sir  William  thanked  them  for  acquainting  him  therewith,  and 
approved  their  Choice,  wished  them  to  follow  the  Steps  of  those 
in  whose  place  they  were  appointed,  &  so  concluded. 

Then  Kaghradodo,  a  Cayuga  Chief,  spoke  as  followes.  — 
Brother  Warragy. 

The  Great  Spirit  has  assisted  us  in  bringing  about  a  Peace, 
which  to  our  great  Satisfaction  is  now  so  far  settled,  that  the 
Senecas  have  agreed  to  everything  you  required,  &  also  complied 
with  your  desire  of  leaving  three  Hostages  for  the  Performance  of 
the  Articles  now  required,  and  agreed  to.  —  As  we  of  Cayuga 
are  nearly  connected  with  them  by  Marriage,  and  otherwise,  we 
heartily  Rejoice  at  seeing  the  unhappy  Affair  so  far  settled,  and 
being  so  sensible  of  the  Sincerity  of  what  the  Senecas  now  promise, 
We  of  Cayuga  have  agreed  to  leave  one  of  our  Chief  men  as  a 
Hostages  with  you  until  everything  is  settled  to  your  Satisfaction. 
—  His  Name  is  Attaamondanha  one  of  our  wisest  Sachims,  and 
chief  Warrior,  and  as  such,  we  hope  you  will  treat  him.  — 

Sir  William  assured  them  that  he,  as  well  as  the  three  Senecas 
should  not  want  for  any  thing  necessary  during  their  Stay  here, 
and  should  be  Returned,  or  set  at  Liberty  so  soon  as  the  Senecas 
had  Complied  with  the  Generals  Demands. 

At  a  private  Meeting  in  Sir  Wms.  Study  with  1 2  of  the  chief 
Senecas,  and  one  chief  of  Onondaga,  he  recommended  to  them 
to  Reconsider  what  they  had  said  in  answer  to  the  second  Article, 
as  he  was  certain  it  would  not  appear  satisfactory  to  the  General 
any  more  that  to  himself.  —  After  saying  a  great  deal  on  the 
Subject,  they  put  it  on  this  footing,  that  as  the  two  Murderers 
belonged  to  AughnaWaiisse  a  Chieftain,  they  could  do  nothing 
more  than  press  him  to  deliver  them  up,  which  they  expected 
would  be  complied  with  and  that  they  would  acquaint  Sir  Wm. 
with  his  Answer  early  in  the  Morning.  — 


The  Indian  Uprising ,  1764-1765  159 

1  April  14th.  the  Six  Nations  left  this  all  well  Satisfied,  6c  deter¬ 
mined  to  Join  the  Army  when  called.  — 

15  th.  I  fitted  out  7  Warriors  6c  ordered  them  to  hold  them¬ 
selves  in  readiness  [ag5(.  the]  to  Join  ye.  Army.  — 

D°.  Die  Kanessaron  6c  a  Nanticoke  arrived  here  with  a  letter 
from  the  Indn.  Officers  (whom  he  parted  with  5  Days  ago  below 
Diaoga,)  acquainting  me  of  the  flight  of  all  the  Delawares  & 
Shawanese  in  yl 2.  Quarter,  6c  of  their  haveing  burnt  6c  destroyed  3 
large  Towns  of  130  Good  6c  well  built  Houses  of  Square  timber 
Chimneys  6cca.  with  all  the  little  out  Settlements  they  had  along 
the  River  on  both  sides,  destroying  their  Cows,  Hogs  Horses  &ca. 
to  a  considerable  am1,  also  their  takeing  away  all  the  goods  & 
provision  wC  they  had  hid  under  ground.  — 

D°.  Die  received  letters  from  Cherry  Valley  acquainting  me 
of  the  return  of  the  Rangers  whom  I  had  sent  Sometime  ago  to 
Oghquago.  6cca.  — 

the  1 9th. — My  Son-  arrived  from  Oghquago.  On  Montour3 4  6c 
his  P arty  comeing  there  6c  acquainting  him  that  the  Enemy  was 
fled,  6c  that  they  had  destroyed  all  their  Settlements  6c  3  large 
Towns,  Cattle  &ca.  — 

20th. — Joseph  Brant,  with  another  arrived  here  from  Ogh¬ 
quago  6c  brought  me  letters  from  ye.  Cheifs  there  letting  me  know 
they  were  much  afraid,  unless  Troops  were  allowed  to  stay  there. 
6c  a  F ort  built  at  Diaoga 1  on  Susquahanna  6c  Garrisoned.  —  they 
also  begged  for  provisions  to  be  sent  them. 

2 1 st.  I  cloathed  Several  of  the  Schoarees  6c  others  returned 
from  War;  — 

D°.  Die  —  three  Oneidaes  arrived  with  Demands  from  their 

1  From  this  point  on  the  text  is  from  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9,  in  Sir 
William’s  hand. 

2  Captain  John  Johnson. 

3  Henry  Montour. 

4  Tioga. 
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Nation  of  a  Smith  to  work  in  their  Castle  &  provisions  to  be 
given  to  their  Familys  in  ye.  absence  of  their  Men  gone  all  to 
War.  —  They  also  delivered  me  a  Meddal  which  old  Aquiota  ye. 
Sachim  wore  in  his  life  time,  &  desired  I  would  give  it  to  any  of 
his  Family,  who  I  thought  desired  it. 

D°.  Die  Gaghswangaroras  a  Tuscarora  with  several  from  his 
Castle  Ganaghsaioaghta 1  arrived,  &  on  their  comeing  into  the 
Council  Room  spoke  with  2  Belts  &  2  Strings,  w,h.  one  of  ye. 
Belts,  desired  a  Fort  might  be  built  as  Soon  as  possible  for  their 
protection,  as  they  lye  much  exposed.  —  with  another  Belt  they 
beg  for  provisions  with  ye.  3d.  or  String  the  Warriors  request  I 
would  Send  them  some  paint,  &  Amunition.  — 

22d.  I  sent  an  answer  to  ye.  Oghquagoes  Letter  by  Ganessaron 
an  Ondaga  &  Nanticoke,  desireing  thereby  that  they  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  Join  ye.  Army  when  I  call  upon 
them.  — 

23d.  I  answered  ye.  Oneidaes,  telling  them  I  would  allow  them 
a  Smith  at  Kanawaroghere  to  Mend  their  Arms  &  other  imple¬ 
ments,  on  acctl.  of  their  good  behaviour  &  that  I  would  write  to 
one  Tunis  Hesse  at  ye.  German  Flatts  to  go  there,  or  any  other 
good  Smith  I  can  find.  — 

2d|y.  let  them  know  that  I  had  wrote  ye.  General  to  allow 
them  some  provisions  in  ye.  absence  of  their  Warriors,  wh.  I  did 
not  doubt  He  would  allow,  as  long  as  they  behaved  well,  and 
were  on  Service  against  the  Enemy.  —  &  that  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  ye.  officer  who  releived  Lieu'.  Co"  Campbel1 2  to  behave 
freindly  to  them.  —  recommending  also  a  proper  behaviour  on 
their  parts,  to  that  garrison  &  any  other  they  might  go.  — 

3d'y.  gave  them  back  ye.  Meddal  wh.  was  formerly  Aquiotas, 
and  desired  they  would  seriously  consider  of  a  proper  Person  to 

1  Kanasowaga  or  Kanghseragy,  a  Tuscarora  castle.  See  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names,  pp.  110-11. 

'  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell. 
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put  in  his  Stead  &  give  it  to,  as  they  were  better  acquainted  with 
ye.  qualifications  of  their  own  People  than  I  could  be.  &  that  if 
they  made  a  proper  choice  it  would  give  me  much  pleasure.  — 
Ended  — 

they  returned  many  thanks  for  my  agreeing  to  their  requests, 
&  promised  to  give  ye.  Meddal  to  such  a  Person  as  was  a  freind 
to  the  English  &  their  Interest.  &  when  appointed  would  acquaint 
me,  &  introduce  ye.  Person.  —  then  gave  them  a  Letter  for 
Tunis  Hesse  to  go  to  their  Country  as  Smith.  — 

after  that  made  them  a  small  present  of  Cloathing  &  amu- 
nition,  &  parted  — 

INDORSED: 

Congress  with  the 
Six  Nations  — 

March  1  764.  — 

End.  G  Johnson  D  Ag*. 
as  Secy. 

TO  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 
Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall ,  April  25lh,  1764. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  1  7th  inst.2  by  the  hands  of 

Mr.  D - ,  and  do  assure  you  that  I  did  not  get  a  letter 

from  you  for  several  months  before,  though  I  am  informed  you 
wrote  to  me  several  times.  J - is  just  returned  from  an  ex¬ 

pedition  against  the  enemy,  who  have  abandoned  their  towns,  of 
which  three  were  burned,  with  four  villages,  consisting  in  all  of 
about  two  hundred  houses,  built  with  squared  logs,  and  vast 
quantities  of  corn,  &c.  Parties  are  now  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

I  shall  be  very  glad,  whenever  these  troubles  are  over,  to  pro¬ 
mote  your  pious  and  useful  undertaking,  by  procuring  you  more 


1  Printed  in  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Eleazar  Wheelock •  p.  245. 

2  Ante  pp.  133-34. 
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scholars;  but  at  present  it  is  not  in  my  power,  as  all  those  fit 
to  travel,  will  accompany  the  rest  upon  service,  nor  could  it 
be  agreeable  to  the  nations  to  divert  them  from  it. 

I  am  with  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 


Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock 


William  Johnson 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  27 lh.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  writeing  to  You  on  the  14th.  Ins'.,2  as 
also  on  the  1 6th.3 4 5 6  giveing  an  Acc'.  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Party 
under  Captn.  Montour,1  Since  which  he  is  returned  and  has 
brought  with  him  the  Scalp  &ca.  — 

Yesterday  I  sent  under  a  Guard  to  Co11.  Elliot-  a  Mohiccon 
Indian  who  came  hither  on  friendly  pretences  but  appearing  to  be 
a  Villain  who  has  been  concerned  agst.  us,  and  haveing  made  use 
of  Several  threats  &  menaces  to  the  Freind  Indians  I  apprehended 
him.  — 

1  received  a  letter  from  Co11.  Bradstreetli  three  days  ago  in¬ 
forming  me  that  the  Enemy  had  been  Seen  near  Niagra,  &  had 
scalped  a  Man  of  the  80th.  Reg'.,  &  that  the  Westeren  Indians 
were  said  to  be  assembling  to  ye.  Number  of  2000  in  order  to 
attack  Detroit  &ca.  —  I  have  likewise  received  a  letter  to  the  same 

In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  m  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  pp.  127-29. 

'Ante  pp.  131-33. 

4  Captain  Henry  Montour. 

5  Robert  Elliot,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  55  th  regiment. 

6  Probably  from  Schenectady,  April  23;  see  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  218. 
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effect  from  Lieu*.  Co11.  Browning.1  As  Co1*.  Bradstreet  expresses 
his  apprehensions  concerning  the  security  of  the  Niagra  carry¬ 
ing  place  and  Vessels  &ca.,  &  desires  the  assistance  of  some 
Indians  there,  I  have  therefore  Sent  to  Collect  a  good  party  of 
them  to  go  thither  imediately  under  the  direction  of  some  Officers 
m  order  to  scout  about,  and  to  attend  the  Escorts  to  &  from  little 
Niagra.  — 

I  have  likewise  wrote  to  two  officers  I  had  sent  to  Onondaga 
and  Cayuga  (to  hold  the  Inds.  in  readiness  to  Join  the  Army) 
desireing  they  would  imediately  go  to  ye.  Senecas  Country  and 
acquaint  the  Indians  of  that  Nation  that  I  expect  they  will  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  secure  &  protect  the  carrying  place,  other¬ 
wise,  we  shall  consider  the  Articles  of  Peace  with  them  as 
void.  — 

I  have  little  reason  to  think  the  Senecas  would  at  this  time 
have  attempted  anything  against  us,  especially  as  so  many  of 
their  P eople  were  in  our  power  at  the  time  ye.  Scalp  was  taken, 
but,  I  am  induced  to  think  from  ye.  report  of  some  Spys  sent 
after  the  flying  Delawares  that  many  of  them  went  to  Jadahque 2 
and  other  places  not  far  from  the  Carrying  place,  where  revenge 
induced  them  to  do  Mischeif,  or  rather  that  the  Chippawaes  Mis- 
sissagays  &ca  on  the  Sides  of  the  Lakes,  many  of  whom  live 
verry  near  Niagra  have  been  led  to  do  Mischeif  from  the  evil 
disposition  reported  of  their  Confederacy,  they  cant  at  this  time 
I  am  convinced  either  victual  or  assemble  for  any  time  any  num¬ 
ber  equal  to  2000  at  one  place,  that  report  therefore  appears  to 
be  exaggerated.  — 

Altho  I  was  somewhat  doubtfull  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
Westeren  Nations,  &  considered  their  promises  in  a  great  measure 
as  ariseing  from  the  want  of  Trade,  for  ye.  aversion  of  these  Na- 

William  Browning,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  46th  regiment,  com¬ 
mandant  at  Niagara. 

2  Chautauqua.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names  of  New  York 
pp.  38-39. 
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tions  cannot  be  removed  but  by  time,  &  a  treatment  which  we 
could  not  give  them  since  their  desire  for  peace,  neither  have 
they  met  with  a  Sufficient  check,  yet  I  was  in  hopes  from  w1.  I 
had  heard  for  some  time  past  that  on  finding  their  disapointment 
of  French  Succours,  they  had  cooly  deliberated  on  the  ill  con¬ 
sequences  which  must  attend  a  continuance  of  the  War,  &  in 
consequence  thereof  had  been  sincere  in  their  declarations,  but 
they  are  a  fickle  People  easily  persuaded,  &  I  am  apprehensive 
have  still  many  dangerous  People  amongst  them,  who  imagine- 
ing,  we  are  makeing  no  offensive  preparations,  have  spiritted  them 
up  to  renew  hostilities  with  the  same  or  such  like  delusive  argu¬ 
ments  before  made  use  of.  — 

As  for  the  Senecas,  they  were  originally  (with  the  Mohawks) 
the  best  attached  of  all  the  Six  Nations,  &  have  been  drawn  into 
the  War  by  those  French  Incendiaries  who  left  varriety  of 
Belts  amongst  them  to  promote  a  Quarrel,  wh.  has  been  greatly 
fomented  by  both  Inds.  &  French  since  that  Period,  &  therefore 
I  beleive  that  Nation  may  be  easily  regained,  but  neither  the 
Westeren  Indns.  nor  they,  who  have  tasted  the  French  favours 
can  ever  be  hearty  freinds  until  by  a  like  treatment  we  establish 
ourselves  in  their  Esteem  which,  once  gained  will  furnish  us 
with  ample  oppertunitys  of  Secureing  their  fidelity  on  verry  easy 
&  advantagious  Terms.  A  Total  Extirpation  appears  to  be 
neither  in  our  power,  nor  for  otir  Interest  and  the  Tradeing 
People  who  have  lost  considerably  by  the  War,  are  to  the  full 
as  anxious  to  go  again  amongst  the  Inds.,  as  they  can  be  to  have 
them.  —  The  Westeren  Indians  had  till  lately  little  or  no  con¬ 
nection  with  any  English  except  our  Traders,  and  had  conceived 
the  most  disadvantagious  opinion  of  our  Character  &  Designs, 
these  ’tis  in  our  power  on  a  Peace  to  remove,  and  ’till  they  are 
removed,  a  Peace  with  them  must  be  on  a  verry  ticklish  founda¬ 
tion. —  I  herewith  enclose  You  the  Acct,s.  of  Disbursements  in 
the  Indian  Department  to  this  Date,  and  that  of  the  Officers  to 
the  25th.  of  March  last,  the  former  are  larger  than  I  could  wish, 
altho  as  small  as  the  Exigency  of  the  Service  would  admit.  — 
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The  P ay  of  the  Officers  &  Rangers  who  Accompany  the  Indians 
is  not  inserted,  but  shall  be  speedily  transmitted  in  a  separate 
Acctl.  — 


I  am  hopefull,  before  this  reaches  You,  I  Shall  be  favoured 
with  your  directions  concerning  the  Numbers  &  Destination  of 
the  Indians,  as  you  mentioned  in  your  favour  of  the  4th.  Ins1.1 
you  would  shortly  determine  on  that  head.  — 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  Most  Humble  Servant 
His  Excellency  Major  Genrl.  Gage  — 


INDORSED : 


WM.  Johnson 


Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Ap1.  27th. 
received  May  13th.  1764 
Inclosing  an  Acc‘.  of  Indian 
Expences  — 


TO  ROBERT  ELLIOT 

L.  S.2 

Johnson  hall  April  28th.  1764 

Sir  — 

I  now  send  to  your  custody  a  Negro  called  Sam  Tony  who 
fled  many  years  ago  from  some  one  of  the  Southern  Governments 
and  has  resided  for  a  considerable  time  amongst  the  Indians  of 
Otsiningo3,  on  a  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  where  he  acquired 
much  influence,  he  is  charged  by  a  number  of  Indians  &  some 

1  Gage  to  Johnson,  April  4,  1764,  Johnson  Papers,  4:385,  does  not 
contain  the  reference  here  made.  No  other  letter  of  that  date  has  been 
found. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand,  except  for 
line  preceding  signature  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

3  Near  present  day  Binghamton,  New  York. 
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White  men  with  having  spread  dangerous,  and  Treasonable  re¬ 
ports  amongst  these  Indians,  tending  to  alienate  their  Affections 
from  the  English  by  assuring  them  that  we  design  shortly  to  fall 
upon  and  destroy  all  the  Indians  in  alliance  with  us,  which  fales- 
hoods  being  extreamly  prejudicial  to  his  Majestys  interest  par¬ 
ticularly  at  this  time,  and  the  Indians  having  brought  him  prisoner 
to  me,  I  Judged  it  highly  necessary  to  send  him  down,  that  he 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  General.  — 

There  are  but  too  many  such  Incendiaries  in  most  of  the 
Indian  Nations,  and  it  is  observed  that  they  continually  spread 
the  most  Villainous  reports,  forgetting  the  Country  to  which  they 
owe  their  attachment,  &  having  a  malicious  pleasure  in  hurting 
our  Interest  with  the  Indians,  who  are  the  readier  to  believe  them, 
as  they  foolishly  imagine  that  all  White  men,  or  those  who  have 
lived  amongst  Whites  are  consequently  acquainted  with  their 
intentions.  — 

I  am,  with  Esteem,  Sir 
Your  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servh 

Lt.  Colonel  Elliot1 

WM.  Johnson, 

RECEIPT  OF  JOHN  MEANNER  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

D.  S. 

[Fort  Pitt  April  30,  1764] 2 
[Rec’]d  of  Mr.  [Alexander  McKee  Assistant] 

[Deputy]  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  [ 

[pounjds  three  Shillings  &  seven  [pence] 

[equ] al  to  Twenty  five  Pounds  Stealing  being  my  full] 

[pay]  as  an  Indian  Interpreter  from  [November  1st  1763] 
to  30th  April  1  764  Six  Months 

His 

John  F.  M.  [Meanner] 
Mark 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Elliot  of  the  55th  regiment. 

2  Words  in  brackets  were  burned  off  the  manuscript. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Copy1 

New  York  April  30lh.  1764 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  recC  yours  of  23C  April.  I  have  heard  Some 
Indians  had  been  m  the  Settlements  of  the  Detroit,  and  had 
killed  some  Cattle,  and  So  they  have  often  done  at  the  German 
Flatts.  This  is  no  reason  that  they  Should  or  Should  not  Commit 
hostilities.  Major  Gladwin  has  been  informed  that  An  Ottawa 
Chief,  intended  with  his  crew  of  fifty  Indians  to  gain  admittance 
into  the  Fort  under  pretence  of  making  peace,  and  to  murder  all 
the  officers  in  Council  and  then  the  Soldiers  were  to  be  So 
astonished  as  to  fall  an  easy  prey.  You  may  judge  of  this  plot 
without  my  animadiversions.  And  I  believe  the  2000  Indians 
falling  upon  Niagara  is  of  a  piece  with  the  other. 

A  man  of  the  80th.  was  Scalped  at  Niagara  &  a  party  Sent  after 
the  enemy  who  came  up  with  seven  men  &  a  boy ;  and  they  accord¬ 
ing  to  custom  made  their  escape  with  their  scalp.  This  is  all  the 
news  I  have  heard  tho’  it  is  very  probable  an  attempt  may  be  made 
upon  some  part  of  Niagara  Communication,  &  Should  therefore 
be  guarded  against.  However  unless  we  are  as  ignorant  as  neg¬ 
ligent,  &  remiss  Nothing  but  what  may  be  caught  on  the  road, 
can  be  hurt.  Navy  Island  has  been  fortified,  which  was  ordered 
many  months  ago,  and  I  have  lately  had  a  Sketch  Sent  me  of 
the  Picketted  work,  made  to  defend  the  Vessels  workmen  and 
Troops  put  to  guard  them.  I  am  somewhat  incredulous  of  the 
news  of  the  Detroit  Indians  having  any  intentions  to  recommence 
hostilities,  for  I  am  well  persuaded  that  they  want  the  means. 
They  could  only  get  Supplies  from  the  Ilinois,  Which  must 
have  been  Scanty.  The  Commandant  wrote  to  the  Gov.  of  N. 
Orleans  some  time  ago  wishing  to  be  relieved,  for  that  he  had 


1  In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Parkman  collection. 
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scarce  any  Ammunition  left.  I  have  accounts  from  every 
quarter,  that  the  Indians  are  in  want  of  Ammunition  and  every 
other  necessary,  and  I  am  certain  you  will  take  care,  that  they 
shall  be  further  distressed  in  Every  Article.  Mr.  Duncan,  Sterl¬ 
ing  &  Campbell  of  Schenectady,  with  many  others  have  been 
with  me  to  ask  for  passes,  which  I  have  positively  refused,  and 
will  not  grant  to  any  Soul  till  peace  is  actually  made.  And  Col. 
Burton  assures  me,  he  will  do  every  thing  that  can  be  done  to 
prevent  any  trade  going  up  the  St.  Laurence  or  Ottowawa  rivers 
and  has  already  taken  post  on  both  to  prevent  any  canoes  Stealing 
up. 

The  Jersey  troops  are  just  Arrived.  They  have  been  Wind- 
bound  Some  days  below  this,  provisions  are  putting  on  board,  & 
I  hope  they  will  be  under  Sail  in  less  than  two  hours.  I  hear 
Nothing  of  the  Conn,  forces  since  my  last.  I  hope  they  are 
marched.  There  were  a  good  many  provincials  who  Staid  at  the 
posts  in  the  Winter,  See  as  you  pass  whether  they  Could  not  be 
put,  in  the  three  New  York  Companies  to  complete  them  again 
to  their  numbers.  They  will  of  course  be  subsisted  though  they 
can  get  no  levy  money.  I  think  you  could  manage  this  with  a 
few  Good  words  &  a  Little  Authority.  I  shall  write  further 
very  soon.  I  am  much  hurried  and  I  can  only  add  that  I  am 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient 
Humble  Servant 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart.  Thos.  Gage 
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FROM  EDWARD  WARD1 

A.  L.  S.2 

Carlisle  May  2d.  1764 

May  it  pleas  your  Honour: 

The  Accounts  I  have  learnt  of  my  Brother3,  are  That  the 
Ship  he  went  home  in,  was  cast  away  on  the  coast  of  France 
That  there  was  no  lives  lost;  and  that  all  the  money  Aboord  was 
Save  d.  This  I  have  from  one  of  the  Owners  of  the  Ship  who 
lives  in  Philadelphia.  But  in  his  letter  he  seems  to  express  Con¬ 
cern  and  Surprise  that  he  has  not  Received  A  line  from  one  of 
the  Owners  of  the  Ship  in  London  Nor  from  my  Brother — 
From  A  Sence  I  have  of  the  many  favours  you  have  don  my 
Brother,  and  your  friendship  for  him,  I  do  begg  that  you  will 
favour  Me  with  A  line  with  respect  to  every  thing  you  may  learn 
of  him;  A  brothers  Love  must  plead  my  pardon,  as  it  so  neerly 
concerens  one  to  heer  from  Him — Yesterday  I  received  A 
letter  from  Lieu*.  Hutchins,4  from  Fort  Pitt  in  five  days,  and  he 
informs  me  that,  a  fue  days  ago  one  Hicks  come  into  Fort  Pitt 
from  the  Indians  who  informs  him  that  for  Certain  My  Cousin, 
Major  Thomas  Smallman  is  prisoner  with  the  Shanney  s,  at  A 
Place  at  the  Ohio  Called  The  Mugguck;  I  would  begg  as  the 
greatest  favour  ever  don  my  Brother  or  me,  that  you  would  pleas 
to  send  some  of  the  five  Nations  To  make  enquierry  for  my  poor 
Cousin  and  if  posable  for  them  to  bring  Him  to  you  or  to  some 
post  where  he  may  be  Safe  out  of  thier  rach.5 

From  this  Hicks  known  Attachment  to  the  Indian  life  and  A 
dog  That  was  Seen  and  some  Shotts  that  was  herd  after  he  come 
into  the  Fort  It  is  thought  he  come  as  A  Spie;  This  Hicks  was 

1  Captain  Edward  Ward,  half  brother  of  George  Croghan. 

2  In  New  York  Historical  Society. 

3  George  Croghan.  See  Croghan  to  Johnson,  Feb.  24,  1  764,  Johnson 
Papers,  4:339-42. 

4  Thomas  Hutchins. 

5  Smallman  was  surrendered  by  the  Shawnees  to  Bouquet  at  Muskingum 
on  Nov.  9,  I  764. 
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taken  in  the  beginning  of  the  former  war,  and  he  is  in  fact  an 
Indian  and  Acquainted  with  every  of  the  Indians  Villany,  and  A 
greater  Villian  is  not  in  the  Indian  Nations. 

Fue  or  no  Indians  have  Appeared  on  our  Fruntears  leatly. 
This  Goverment  Seems  as  if  they  would  trust  thier  battles  to  be 
fought  by  the  Indians,  for  We  are  not  prepereing  for  the  field, 
and  if  one  may  judge  people,  they  Assure  Themselves  that  the 
five  Nations  will  Reduce  the  Offending  Nations  and  by  that 
bring  about  a  pace  for  them,  it  is  Strange  that  people  that  Has 
had  so  long  an  Acquaintance  with  Indians  as  they  have  had 
should  no  so  little  of  them  as  they  do.  The  Governments  from 
my  first  Acquaintance  With  them  and  the  Indians  (which  was  in 
fifty-two)  have  ever  had  party  Affaires  In  thier  1  reaties  with  the 
Indians  and  ever  have  endevoured  to  blacken  Each  Other  to 
they  Indians.  I  hope  they  Never  will  have  any  more  Treaties 
with  Them,  and  I  am  Sure  from  my  Small  Acquaintance  in 
Indian  Affaires,  That  it  will  be  very  happy  for  his  Majestys 
Subjects  that  they  never  more  Have  to  do  or  Say  in  Treaties. 

I  think  I  have  Seen  Some  little  way  into  the  Policy  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  they  now  convence  me  that  they  are  very  Able  in 
thier  politicks;  thats  thier  leading  the  Other  Nations  of  Indians 
Into  the  war  that  they  may  have  A  part  in  the  Reduceing  them, 
and  Makeing  themselves  A  people  of  worth  to  us,  which  they 
realy  are,  and  was  Bat  the  Commanding  Officer  that  was  could 
not  see  it,  and  what  is  very  Strang  the  goverments  could  Not  See 
it;  or  Shurely  they  would  have  Rewarded  the  five  Nations  for 
thier  known  Services  in  the  last  war;  but  that  They  did  not,  for 
the  Shanneys  and  Delaweres  Sheared  Alike  of  thier  Favours; 
and  were  more  thought  of  then  the  five  Nations,  tho  in  fact  There 
was  known  of  the  Nations  used  well  by  the  Goverments,  for  it  Is 
Certain  that  they  made  them  large  presents,  but  in  Shuch  a  maner 
as  made  it  little  worth  to  the  Indians,  for  they  took  great  care  to 
Conduct  the  Indians  from  thier  Towns  with  great  Care,  but  when 
Their  Treaties  were  over  the  Indians  had  to  Conduct  themselves 
back  And  on  the  Frunteers  they  Got  Drunk,  were  Rob’d,  and 
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lost  allmost  Every  thing,  and  constently  got  into  quarels  with  the 
Country  people,  and  Sometimes  with  the  Officers  at  the  Posts  to 
my  knowledge  — 

I  hate  this  Goverment  and  its  quarrels  and  wish  My  Affaires 
were  so  Settle’d  that  I  could  lave  it  —  I  medle  with  Non  of  thier 
quarrels  and  live  like  one  dropt  Amoungst  them  —  I  never  have 
Wrote  or  Said  so  much  to  any  person  as  I  have  in  this  letter  and 
hopes  If  I  have  Mentioned  any  thing  Unguarded  in  it  that  your 
Honour  Will  pardon  it  —  The  bearer  Mr.  Phillip  Boyle  has  had 
some  loses  in  the  Indian  Tread  in  the  late  war,  he  is  going  to 
D’Troit  a  manager  for  others  That  have  had  losses  and  to  save 
Some  of  his  owne  Effects;  he  is  an  honest  Man  and  has  behave 
himself  well  in  these  parts  and  would  promise  myself  that  he 
would  endevour  to  Merrit  your  Recomending  him  to  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  — 

I  am  your  Most  Ob*. 

Hum1:  Serv*. 

To  the  Honourable  SlR  WlLUAM  JOHNSON 

Edwd.  Ward 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall,  May  3J.  1764 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  the  22 d. 
&  25th.  Ult°.,2  together  with  a  Warrant  for  £5000  Str^.,  this 
Warrant  I  wanted  for  the  purchasemg  the  necessary  quantity  of 
Goods  for  the  Service  of  the  Inds.  for  the  Campaign,  as  well  as 
for  Presents  on  other  occasions.  — 

By  the  Acc*'.  of  Expences  which  I  lately  sent  down  You  will 
see  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  my  giveing  you  the  trouble  of 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:401-4,  408-9. 
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sending  me  a  Warrant  for  that  amount,  as  I  incurred  that  expence 
on  my  own  Credit,  that  the  Service  might  not  suffer  by  any  de¬ 
lay.  — 

I  am  glad  my  letter  of  the  6th.  Ulto.1  came  to  your  Hands 
before  the  Packquet  sailed,  and  I  hope  its  contents  may  prove 
agreable  in  England,  as  the  Terms  with  the  Senecas  were  the 
best  that  could  be  expected  as  Matters  Stand. 

they  were  certainly  influenced  by  fear,  &  their  apprehension 
concerning  the  Freind  Indians,  for,  as  I  have  observed  in  former 
letters,  they  have  not  yet  conquered  the  prejudices  they  had  con¬ 
ceived,  to  remove  which  shall  be  my  Study,  and  I  am  hopefull  ye. 
Governm*.  will  support  me  in  so  essential  a  Service.  it  is  our 
Misfortune  that  the  Indians  know  too  well  their  own  Strength, 
and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  English  alone  to  punish 
them  effectually,  this  makes  them  too  ready  to  quarrel,  &  the  thirst 
for  Trade  convinces  them  that  they  are  essential  to  our  Interest. 
—  Cap*.  Montour2  with  another  Officer  &  above  1 00  Indians 
with  some  Rangers  marched  Yesterday  for  Niagra,  and  the 
Whole  Confederacy  are  in  readiness  to  Join  Co1'.  Bradstreet.  I 
heartily  wish  he  may  be  able  to  move  soon,  for  the  restless  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  Indians  will  otherwise  make  ’em  uneasy,  &  the 
Speeches  so  often  made  to  them  of  the  power  and  Abilities  of 
the  English,  but  ill  suits  with  the  dilatory  measures  of  the  Col¬ 
onies.  —  An  Expedition  by  the  Ohio  without  a  good  body 
of  Troops  must  be  precarious,  &  a  Retreat  liable  to  infinite 
Danger;  I  wish  Co".  Bouquet  may  succeed  in  ye.  project  of 
getting  a  Corps  of  Rangers,  but  I  doubt  much  of  the  readiness  of 
some  of  the  Governments,  &  fear  that  should  they  approve  of  his 
plan,  the  Season  will  be  too  far  advanced  before  they  can  take 
any  Steps  of  consequence  at  such  a  distance,  &  unless  the  two 
Armies  act  in  concert  One  is  liable  a  great  opposition,  if  the 
Indians  should  not  come  into  Terms.  —  I  shall  acquaint  Co". 


1  Ante  pp.  1 23-24. 

2  Captain  Henry  Montour. 
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Bradstreet  with  the  Articles  necessary  for  him  to  have  for  the 
Indians  who  accompany  him,  &  provide  them  for  him,  The  rest 
cannot  expect  much  from  him,  from  the  nature  of  the  Service  he 
goes  upon.  — 

Messengers  are  Just  arrived  from  the  Senecas  to  inform  me  that 
the  Delawares  (who  lived  on  ye.  Branches  of  Susquahana  & 
lately  fled  from  thence)  sent  to  implore  their  aid  or  Mediation 
with  the  English,  that  they  detained  their  People,  &  desire  to 
know  w‘.  we  would  chuse  to  have  done,  as  they  are  of  opinion 
that  ye.  Delawares  would  deliver  up  several  of  their  Ringleaders, 
as  well  as  agree  to  any  terms  which  should  be  proposed,  being 
driven  to  dispair  by  their  Losses,  &  the  readiness  with  which  they 
hear  the  Six  Nations  are  engaged  against  them,  as  this  is  prob¬ 
ably  their  sole  motive  for  peace,  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration 
whether  any  terms  should  be  proposed  to  them,  or  not,  tho  I 
apprehend  their  fears  have  operated  so  Strongly  amongst  them, 
that  they  would  agree  to  any  thing  reasonable.  — 

Montours  Party  were  greatly  delayed  thro  a  disappointment  of 
provisions  &  High  water  &  the  Enemy  who  took  the  Alarm  on 
Cap*.  Bulls  being  taken,  retired  beyond  a  possibility  of  his  reach¬ 
ing  them  so  as  to  return  in  sufficient  time  to  accompany  the 
Troops,  which  were  expected  to  have  gone  on  the  Expedition  last 
Month,  the  destruction  of  their  Habitations  &ca.,  and  the  Steps  I 
shall  take  with  the  Six  Nations  will  prevent  them  from  returning 
hereafter,  and  I  expect  the  freind  Indians  will  pritty  well  chastise 
them  &  the  Shawanese  this  Summer,  &  if  properly  employed  re¬ 
duce  them  to  a  Number  too  inconsiderable  for  creating  much 
farther  apprehensions,  as  well  as  prevent  those  of  Scioto  from 
reaping  ye.  fruits  of  their  planting.  —  P ondiacs  Spirit  Seems  only 
to  have  been  Stifled  for  a  time,  but  not  fully  Subdued,  I  hope 
Major  Gladwin  may  be  able  to  trepan  him,  but  I  dare  say  he 
will  not  trust  himself  in  his  Clutches,  —  the  Sight  of  an  Army 
Accompanied  by  a  body  of  Indians  at  a  time  when  his  Gang 
are  (probably)  in  want  of  Supplys,  will  I  hope  check  any  hostile 
designs  they  may  have  conceived. 
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The  Indians  are  of  Opinion  from  the  clumsy  make  of  the  War 
Clubs  that  they  belonged  to  the  Delawares  about  ye.  Forks  of 
Ohio  they  have  no  marks  on  them  but  w*.  express  the  Number  of 
Prisoners  &  Scalps  taken,  &  the  number  of  times  they  have  been 
to  War  agsl.  ye.  English. 

I  understand  that  the  Posts  are  to  be  reoccupied,  &  I  have 
reason  to  think  from  the  Slow  proceeding  &  delays  of  the  Prov¬ 
inces  that  ye.  rebuilding  them  will  be  found  Sufficient  work  for  the 
Campaign.  —  If  the  Westeren  Nations  are  determined  to  renew 
the  War  it  will  certainly  be  known  before  the  T roops  reach  Lake 
Erie,  if  they  are  peaceably  disposed,  the  Indians  will  be  of  little 
or  no  use  with  the  Army.  —  and  as  they  all  along  understood 
they  were  to  proceed  agst.  ye.  Delawares  and  Shawanese  from 
the  reports  of  the  pacific  disposition  of  ye.  Westeren  Nations,  I 
would  therefore  Humbly  propose  that,  (Should  it  appear  that 
these  Indians  will  lye  still)  the  Freind  Indians  might  be  detached 
under  their  Officers  from  Sandusky,  or  some  other  convenient 
place  against  the  Enemy  who  live  about  Sioto  Muskingam  &ca., 
where,  (if  Joined  by  a  body  of  our  lightest  &  best  Troops  for 
such  Service)  they  may  give  the  Enemy  a  Severe  Blow,  &  favour 
any  operations  wh.  Co".  Boquet  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on,  — 
I  shall  beg  ye.  favour  of  your  Answer  &  directions  on  this  head, 
as  I  shall  direct  the  Inds.  accordingly. 

I  know  this  would  greatly  please  them,  &  keep  up  their  Spirits 
which  might  otherwise  flag,  from  their  disinclination  to  remain 
long  in  one  place  without  action,  for  this  may  be  a  certain  Maxim 
with  regard  to  Indians,  that  altho  in  their  own  Villages  they 
spend  much  of  their  time  in  indolence,  yet,  when  abroad  they 
must  be  employed  in  War,  Hunting,  conferences,  or  Trade.  — 

A  Negroe  called  Sam  Tony  who  ran  away  from  Maryland 
upwards  of  twenty  years  ago,  &  has  resided  ever  since  amongst 
the  Indians,  &  latterly  at  Otseningo 1  on  the  Susquahana  where  he 
acquired  much  influence,  haveing  been  accused  by  both  Whites 


Chenango,  near  Binghamton,  New  York. 
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&  Indians  of  alienating  the  affections  of  these  Indians  by  false 
Storys  tending  to  persuade  them  that  we  designed  to  sett  them 
by  the  Ears,  &  afterwards  cut  them  off,  He  has  been  brought 
down  Prisoner  by  the  Indians  to  me,  &  I  have  sent  him  Under  a 
guard  to  Co**.  Elliot,1  that  he  may  be  forwarded  to  New  York 
for  your  disposal.  — 

The  Senecas  have  also  brought  down  a  White  Man  called 
Samuel  Quinn  taken  at  Minissink  in  October  last  by  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  from  whom  he  escaped  (when  they  were  lately  flying 
before  our  People)  to  the  Indians  who  brought  him  down. 

I  am  with  ye.  utmost  Respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 
&  Most  Humble  Servant 
WM.  Johnson 

His  Excellency  Genrl.  Gage  — 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  May  3d.  — 

1 764  — 

received  May  13th.  — 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

New  York  May  4th.  1764  — 

Copy  ./. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Jersey  Troops  having  passed  this  for  Albany,  &  from 
the  time  I  received  notice  that  the  Levies  were  began  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  there  being  Reason  to  hope  that  they  are  marched  for 
the  Same  Place,  I  Judge  it  can  t  be  long  before  Colonel  Brad- 
street  will  be  in  the  Field,  with  all  the  Force  He  will  be  able  to 


1  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Elliot  of  the  55th  regiment. 

In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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Collect.  I  am  therefore  to  beg  of  you  to  furnish  Him  with  a 
Body  of  Faithfull  Indians,  to  Join  the  Forces  under  his  Com¬ 
mand  in  the  Operations  of  the  Campain.  The  Success  of  which, 
I  am  to  hope  will  put  a  final  End  to  all  Our  Indian  Quarrells, 
and  procure  us  a  Safe  &  lasting  Peace,  with  all  the  Indian  Tribes. 
I  Have  Ordered  Colonel  Bradstreet  to  Correspond  with  you,  & 
give  you  Notice  of  all  the  Indian  Intelligence,  which  Shall  come 
to  his  Knowledge.  I  don’t  know  the  Exact  Time  he  would  have 
the  Indians  to  Join  him,  but  this  he  can  Settle  with  You.  I  have 
wrote  to  Mr.  Stuart1  to  represent  to  the  Cherokees,  that  the 
Retreat  it’s  Reported,  they  have  promised  to  the  Shawnese,  is 
a  Breach  of  Friendship  with  us.  I  Wish  We  are  not  hurried  into 
a  War  in  that  Quarter,  which  we  don’t  Seem  at  present,  in  a 

Condition  to  Support  to  any  Advantage. 

I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca  — 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  ./. 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York,  4*C  May  I  764  — 


AN  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Detroit,  May  7-10,  1764 ] 

Copy  of  a  Message  of  Sir  William  Johnson  as  delivered  to 
the  Hurons  &c  by  Peter3  in  the  Presence  of  Major  Hen:  Glad¬ 
win  at  Detroit  the  7th.  of  May  1764.  —  viz*. 

1John  Stuart,  Southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

3  A  Mohawk  Indian. 
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Peter  spoke  to  them  as  follows,  with  a  string  of  ^Vampum 
Brothers.  — 

I  am  sent  here  by  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  acquaint  you  that 
nothwithstanding  your  Ingratitude  to  him  he  has  still  Pity  on 
y°u-  that  he  looks  on  every  side,  and  finds  himself  struck  from 
all  Parts,  and  is  so  covered  with  blood,  that  he  can  scarce  see, 
and  that  he  knows  not  for  what  Reason  —  and  said  he  deserved 
Pity,  —  but  on  Reflection  said,  No!  when  it  was  m  his  power 
to  extirpate  you,  and  all  those  who  did  him  Ill.  —  he  desired 
me  to  tell  Sasterredsey,  that  if  he  did  not  heartily  repent  of  what 
he  has  done,  he  would  soon  make  him  —  that  when  I  had  de¬ 
livered  him  this  String  of  Wampum,  I  should  tell  him  that  it 
was  sent  to  him  by  Sir  Wm.  to  clear  his  Stomach,  that  what  he 
said,  should  come  from  him  easy,  and  naturally,  in  order  he 
should  know  how  to  behave  to  him  for  the  future.  — 

Gave  the  String.  — 

Then  with  another  Belt  proceeded  — 

Brothers.  — 

This  Belt  comes  from  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson,  both  united,  who  desired  me  to  tell  you  that  formerly 
they  had  friends  amonst  their  Brethn.  at  Detroit,  but  that  they 
have  now  perceived  they  are  declining  in  their  friendship  for  the 
most  part,  —  that  nevertheless  they  think  they  have  some  friends 
amongst  them  yet  —  that  if  any  such  they  had,  they  begged  they 
might  continue  so,  and  that  if  there  be  others  who  have  lost  their 
Senses,  and  will  be  absolutely  at  Enmity  with  them,  they  are 
determined  to  try  to  bury  them.  —  they  further  desired  me  to 
tell  the  Wiandotts  that  they  are  more  surprized  at  their  fighting 
ag*.  them,  being  Christians,  that  those  who  are  not.  — 

Gave  the  Belt.  — 

And  with  a  large  Belt  further  said 
Brothers.  — 

When  we  came  from  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  he  desired  me  to  tell 
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you  the  Sentiments  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Falls  towards  you— 
viz1,  that  they  say,  as  they  are  a  part  of  the  body  of  the  English, 
their  Brethren,  any  harm  that  is  done  to  them,  they  must  feel, 
and  resent,  that  therefore  they  exhort  all  the  Nations  to  a  speedy 
Repentance  of  what  they  have  done,  and  have  Pity  on  their 
innocent  Wives,  and  Children,  who  are  not  to  blame  for  their 
ill  Deeds,  but  who  will  nevertheless  feel  the  bad  effects  of  them, 
except  they  now  Comply  with  what  they  now,  for  their  own 
good,  require  of  them.  — 

Gave  the  Belt.  — 

Breth".  the  Warriors  — 

This  Belt  is  given  to  you  in  order  to  take  away  that  Gall  wch. 
Surrounds  your  hearts,  which  if  not  removed,  may  give  us 
trouble,  but  will  occasion  your  Deaths  — 

Gave  the  Belt  — 

Then  Concluded  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  have  said  all  that  I  am  charged  with  from  the  General,  Sir 
Wm.  Johnson,  &  our  Brothers  at  the  Falls,  and  I  begg  that  you 
who  have  behaved  well,  may  continue  to  do  so  by  keeping  in 
the  right  Road,  and  by  endeavoring  to  bring  over  those  who 
have  lost  their  Senses,  otherwise  we  must  put  everything  into  the 
hands  of  God,  who  will  surely  find  means  to  make  an  universal 
Peace.  — 

The  following  Answer  was  made  by  the  Hurons  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  speech  in  the  Presence  of  eight,  or  nine  of  their  Chiefs, 
and  Baby1  at  their  head  with  three  others  of  the  Sagganas,  taken 
by  Major  Hen.  Gladwin  at  Detroit  May  the  1 0th.  1764.  — 
Transmitted  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  — 

One  of  the  Hurons  addressed  the  General,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson, 
the  Commandant,  and  the  Five  Nations  as  follows  —  viz*. 

1  Or  Babie.  Also  called  Odinghquanooron,  a  principal  and  influential 
Huron  sachem  who  signed  the  treaty  at  Fort  Niagara,  July  1 8,  1  764. 
See  Docs.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7 :65  1 . 
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Brethren.  — 

We  thank  God  for  giving  us  this  good  Day  to  make  an  Answer 
to  what  you  said  to  us  three  days  ago,  and  we  feel  great  Pleasure 
in  seeing  our  Brethn.  from  Sagganas  here  to  hear  what  we  have 
to  say.  — 

Brethren.  — 

We  beg  of  you  to  have  Pity  on  us,  and  hear  us,  as  we  have 
no  Sense.  —  We  see  that  the  Eyes  of  our  Brethren  are  shut  with 
Blood  by  means  of  the  Strokes  they  have  received  from  all  sides, 
and  we  think  to  wash  them  a  little  to  the  end  they  may  see  for 
the  future,  how  to  distinguish  between  those  that  are  culpable, 
and  those  who  are  not.  —  May  the  Great  Spirit  Inspire  us  all¬ 
ways  to  do  good  things!  but  we  have  not  followed  his  Will, 
having  acted  quite  to  the  contrary.  —  but  we  beg  our  Brothers 
will  have  Compassion  on  us.  — 

Gave  a  String 

Then  taking  another  String  said 
Brethren.  — 

For  my  part,  as  a  Huron,  I  cannot  deny  but  I  have  taken  up 
the  Ax  against  my  Brothers :  —  but,  on  this  day  I  hang  that  Ax 
up  in  the  Air  that  God  may  make  it  fall  where  he  thinks  proper : 
—  as  to  us,  we  do  not  know  where  it  will  fall,  as  we  shall  not 
regard  it  any  further.  — 

Gave  a  String  — 

Then  took  a  large  white  Belt,  &  said 

Brethren 

We  beg  and  hope  that  the  Master  of  Life  will  procure  us  a 
lasting  Tranquility,  as  we  are  Babtized,  —  and  don’t  see  what 
should  prevent  us  from  always  living  in  eternal  Peace.  — 

Gave  the  Belt. 

taking  another  Belt  (white)  proceeded  — 

Brethren.  — 

These  Words  circ  from  our  Women,  who  pr&y  continually 
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for  a  Peace,  it  being  what  they  most  desire  in  this  World,  for 
which  Reason,  we  daily  pray  to  our  Chiefs,  &  Young  Men  to 
do  nothing  but  good  things,  and  now  beg  that  our  Brethren  the 
English,  as  well  as  the  Indians  of  the  Falls  may  have  Pity  on 


them.  — 


Gave  the  Belt.  — 


Then  with  a  Belt  concluded.  — 

Brethren.  — 

We  thank  you  as  also  our  Brothers  the  Five  Nations  for 
speaking  to  us  of  Peace.  —  Let  us  do  as  our  Ancestors  did,  who 
knew  how  to  manage  affairs  so  well,  that  if  any  difficulty  hap¬ 
pened,  it  was  immediately  settled. 

Gave  the  Belt.  — 

Peter  then  took  all  the  Belts,  and  said 
Brethren.  — 

You  cannot  think  what  Joy  your  Brothers  below  will  have  in 
hearing  how  peaceably  you  are  inclined.  — 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  April  24-May  / /,  1764 ] 

April  24th.  1764  —  Cap1.  Solomon2  with  the  Stockbridge  In¬ 
dians  arrived  here  from  Oghquago,  as  did  also  many  others  of 
different  Nations  who  went  out  with  Cap*.  Johnson.3  — 

25th.  —  Two  Cayugas  arrived  here,  and  acquainted  Sir  William 
that  the  Squash  cutter,4  and  his  People  had  fled  to  Karaghiya- 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Chief  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians. 

3  Captain  John  Johnson,  son  of  Sir  William  Johnson. 

4  l  aghkaposse  ( Yaghapoose) ,  a  Delaware  chief. 
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dira,1  and  Ganuskagey2  for  Protection  —  that  at  Chenusio, 
there  was  a  Gathering  of  Warriors  from  the  Hurons,  Ottawas, 
Shawanese,  and  Delawares  expecting  the  Arrival  of  Captain 
Johnson,  and  his  Party  there  —  Say  they  think  that  before  now 
they  are  dispersed  for  want  of  Provisions.  —  On  the  same  day 
Sir  William  ordered  Cap'.  Johnston,3  &  Cap*.  Montour4 5  to  pre¬ 
pare  as  many  Indians  as  they  could  against  Friday,  or  Saturday, 
together  with  some  Rangers,  and  with  them,  and  as  many  more, 
as  they  could  get  along  the  way  to  Oswego,  to  proceed  to  the 
Fort  of  Niagara  there  to  assist  his  Majesties  Troops  in  the  Service 
which  may  be  required  of  them.  — 

26th.  —  On  this  day  Sir  William  engaged  Cap*.  Solomon,  and 
twenty  of  his  Men  to  Join  Cap*.  Montour,  also  some  Mohawks. — 
Eod.  Die  Sent  a  black  Belt  by  Tagkarihoga  to  acquaint  the 
Conjohares  of  his  Design  of  sending  Cap*.  Montour,  and  other 
Officers  with  Indians  immediately  to  Niagara  for  the  Protection 
of  the  Vessels,  and  Carrying  Place  there,  and  desired  some  of 
them  might  be  ready  to  Join  him.  —  Same  day,  P:M:  several 
Chiefs  of  Oghquago  Arrived  here,  who  were  to  deliver  their 
Message  in  the  Morning.  —  This  Evening  Thomas  King 5  ar¬ 
rived  here,  carried  by  Indians  on  a  Bier,  he  being  very  ill  — 
several  of  his  Party  also  arrived  with  him.  — 

27th.  —  The  Oghquago  Chiefs,  and  Scohares  met,  and  delivered 
what  they  were  charged  with  by  a  Belt  viz*.  —  to  acquaint  Sir 
William  that  they  had  not  only  complied  with  Sir  William’s 
desire  of  falling  upon  the  Enemy  Delawares,  and  taken  a  number 
of  them,  immediately  on  their  Arrival  in  their  Country  last 

1  Karaghyadirha  or  Karathyadira,  a  Seneca  village  at  Belvidere  in 
1765.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names,  p.  26. 

2  Ganyehsstaageh,  Seneca  name  for  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus  county. 

Ibid.  p.  268. 

3  John  Johnston,  captain  of  Indians. 

4  Captain  Henry  Montour. 

5  An  Oneida  chief. 
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Winter,  but  were  also  ready  now  to  assist  our  Arms  all  in  their 
Power,  provided  they  could  be  sure  of  the  Safety  of  their  families 
in  their  Absence,  —  that  is  to  say,  to  have  some  of  our  People 

posted  there,  to  which  they  desired  Sir  William’s  answer.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

29th.  _  On  this  day,  the  Oghquagoes  being  met,  Sir  William 

addressed  them  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  sensible  of  the  Service  you  have  done  in  taking  the  first 
Party  of  the  Enemy  Delawares,  and  thank  you  for  the  Zeal  you 
have  thereby  shewn;  but  I  am  surprized  at  your  Sachims  setting 
some  of  the  Prisoners  at  liberty :  had  they  been  innocent  at  that 
time  as  you  Represented,  the  proper  place  for  their  Releasement, 
would  have  been  here.  — 

I  am  as  much  Surprized  at  the  Backwardness  Shewn  by  some 
of  your  People,  on  the  Arrival  of  the  several  Parties  of  Whites, 
and  Indians  at  your  Place,  which  Step  alone  prevented  them 
from  taking,  or  destroying  all  the  Enemy  Indians  in  that  Quarter, 
by  affording  them  so  much  time  to  make  their  Escape,  the  Con¬ 
sequence  whereof  you  seem  now  so  much  to  dread.  but  if 
the  Six  Nations  are  sincerely  determined  to  carry  on  the  War 
against  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  as  they  here  promised, 

I  can’t  see  the  least  Danger  you  have  to  apprehend  from  those 
Indians  who  fled  before  our  People.  —  if  you  are  of  Opinion 
that  the  six  Nations  are  not  well  disposed  towards  us,  let  me 
know  it,  and  then  you  may  depend  on  my  taking  every  necessary 
Step  in  my  power  for  your  Safety.  —  I  look  upon  you  in  so 
good  a  light,  that  I  flatter  my  self  you  would  not  desire  to  put 
me  to  any  unnecessary  trouble  on  that  head,  nor  your  Brethren 
to  a  needless,  and  considerable  Expence.  —  Your  Want  of 
Provisions,  Ammunition  &c  shall  be  supplied  in  Return  for  what 
I  expect  the  Service  of  your  young  this  Campaign. 

A  Belt.  — 

April  30th.  —  On  this  day  several  Tuscaroras  from  Oghquagoe 
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arrived  here,  and  after  saying  a  great  many  very  kind  things, 
and  expressing  their  Readiness  to  persevere  in  their  Resolutions 
of  acting  against  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  made  a  demand, 
as  the  Oghquagoes  did,  of  Provisions,  Ammunition,  Arms,  &c 
being  sent  to  their  Towns  for  their  defence  against  the  Attempts 
of  the  former,  whose  Resentment  they  had  raised  by  assisting  in 
giving  them  the  first  Blow.  — 

Sir  William  thanked  them  for  the  Zeal  they  had  shewn  in 
taking  the  first  Party  of  the  Delawares,  and  for  their  lending  a 
hand  in  the  destroying  the  several  Delaware  towns  &c,  and  told 
them  he  would  Supply  them  with  Provisions,  as  he  did  the 
Oghquagoes.  — 

Eod.  Die  —  Three  Seneca  Indians  arrived  here  from  Chenus- 
sio,1  and  Kanadassege,2  who  were  sent  on  business  by  the  Chiefs 
of  their  Nation,  and  brought  one  —  3  an 

Irishman  who  was  taken  Prisoner  last  Year  near  the  Minissinks 
by  the  Delaware,  &  Wialoosing  Inds.  and  made  his  Escape 
about  the  beginning  of  April  ins‘.  from  them  near  Kanestio ,  as 
they  were  flying  from  their  Habitations,  and  came  to  Kanadas¬ 
sege  a  friendly  Village  of  Senecas  where  he  was  well  treated.  — 
They,  First  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum  went  through  the 
Ceremony  of  Condolance.  —  then  told  Sir  William  that  as 
soon  as  the  Conjoharees  arrived,  whom  they  hourly  expected, 
they  would  deliver  their  Message.  — 

At  4  P.M.  being  all  assembled  in  the  Council  Room,  Sir 
William  returned  the  Complement  of  Condolance,  and  then  told 
the  Messengers  to  deliver  their  Message,  when  Kayandagawas 
Spoke  as  follows.  —  viz'. 

Brethren.  — 

When  some  of  our  Chiefs  were  with  you  last  Winter,  you 
told  them  that  a  large  Army  would  march  in  the  Spring  against 


1  Geneseo.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names,  p.  1 02. 

2  Kanadesaga,  Ganundasaga,  northwest  of  Geneva.  Ibid.  p.  1 58. 

8  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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those  Nations,  who  were  ill  disposed  &  quarrelsome.  —  You  then 
desired  us  the  Senecas  to  exert  our  selves  in  bringing  the  Chenus- 
sios  &c  to  reason,  and  a  Sense  of  their  Error.  We  have,  you 
see,  done  according  to  your  desire,  and  now,  are  a  Member  of  the 
Confederacy.  We  therefore  begg  you  will  use  your  Endeavors 
to  Continue  that  Confederacy  united,  and  Strong.  — 

A  Belt. 

Brother.  — 

We  are  now  to  inform  you  that  our  Nephews  the  Delawares 
have  begged  Forgiveness  for  what  they  have  done,  and  are 
willing,  and  desirous  to  put  themselves  under  our  Protection  — 
We  beg;  Brother,  you  will  regard  their  Submission,  and  Re¬ 
pentance,  and  forgive  them,  as  you  have  our  Nation.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brother.  — 

We  must  request  you  will  take  Pity  of,  and  have  Mercy  on 
our  Nephews,  who  have  thrown  themselves  into  our  Arms,  and 
promise,  if  forgiven,  to  be  ever  more  content  to  be  called  Women, 
and  looked  upon  as  such;  and  as  I  the  Delawares  Uncle,  and 
chief  Speaker,  am  now  in  your  power,  you  may  dispose  of  me 
as  you  please.  —  Brother  —  As  they  are  now  under  our  Arm 
Pit  we  look  upon  them  as  ours,  and  from  what  they  have  said, 
and  done,  we  are  certain  of  their  Sincerity,  five  of  their  chief 
Men  having  spoke  to  us  with  five  Belts  of  Wampum,  which  you 
shall  see  when  we  meet  at  Niagara.  —  they  are  from  three 
different  Nations,  viz*,  the  Squaghkys,  DelaiCares,  and  ShaW- 
anese.  —  200  in  Number,  all  young  men.  —  Brother,  as  you 
have  a  large  foot,  we  beg  you  will  be  careful  in  your  going  with 
the  Army,  and  do  not  tread  upon  our  Nephews,  the  Delawares, 
&c.  — 

Sir  William  told  them  he  was  surprized  at  the  nature  of  the 
Message  sent  him,  after  what  had  passed  at  the  late  general 
Meeting,  when  all  the  Nations  of  the  Confederacy,  had  readily 
&  chear fully  taken  up  the  Axe  against  all  the  Shawanese,  and 
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Delawares,  or  others,  his  Majesties  Enemies,  —  that  he  looked 
upon  their  present  Message  to  come  only  from  Ganussaraquedra, 
or  his  Party,  being  certain  the  Senecas  could  never  think  of 
sending  such  a  Message  after  what  passed  lately.  —  that  he 
therefore  paid  no  Regard  to  it,  but  expected  they  would  comply 
with  the  Directions  he  had  lately  sent  them  by  Mr.  Wemp,1 
with  a  black  Belt  of  Wampum,  which  was,  to  kill,  or  make  all 
the  Delawares  &c  now  in  their  Power,  Prisoners,  and  bring  them 
to  him,  which  would  convince  him  of  the  Sincerity  of  their  en¬ 
gagements  lately  entered  into  with  him,  —  that,  on  the  contrary, 
he  would  look  upon  what  they  now  said,  &  did  here  as  void.  — 
that  he  therefore  now  sent  them  another  Belt  to  Remind  them 
of  their  late  engagements  and  Promises,  and  desired  they  would 
think  of  nothing  else  but  performing  the  same,  as  that  alone 
would  convince  the  English  of  the  Sincerity  of  their  Repent¬ 
ance.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

They  then  told  Sir  William  they  would  set  out  the  next  day, 
and  faithfully  deliver  his  Words  &  Belt  to  their  Nation  where 
they  expected  to  be  in  eight  days  time.  — 

May  the  1st.  —  On  this  day  Sir  William  cloathed  72  Warriors 
for  the  Campaign,  and  armed  many  of  them.  —  the  same  day, 
gave  them  a  Feast  at  his  House,  as  usual  on  their  going  out.  — 

2d.  —  Capts.  Montour,  and  Johnston  set  off  with  their  Party  of 
Whites  and  Indians  for  Niagra. 

Sir  William  gave  the  following  Answer  to  the  Tuscaroras  of 
GanughsaiOoughta2  vizf. 

B  re  them.  — 

Your  Request  for  a  Fort  at  your  Place,  I  think  unreasonable, 
as  there  are  but  a  few  Families  there;  besides,  I  cannot  [think] 

1  Hendrick  Wemp. 

2  Kanasowaga  or  Kanaghseragy,  a  Tuscarora  castle.  See  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names,  pp.  110-11. 
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that  there  is  the  least  need  of  one  there,  as  the  Six  Nations  are 
once  more  united,  and  determined  to  carry  on  the  War  against 
those  Indians,  the  Delawares,  and  Shawanese,  you  dread  so 
much  —  besides  as  the  Army  is  now  to  march  in  a  few  days  the 
Enemy  will  find  work  enough  to  defend  their  Families.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethern.  — 

As  your  late  Behavior  has  proved  your  Sincerity,  and  as  you 
are  now  out  of  Provisions,  owing  to  the  several  Parties  who 
lately  passed,  and  repassed  your  Town,  —  and  above  all,  as 
you  say  your  men  are  all  to  Join  the  Kings  Troops,  I  agree  to 
send  you  Some  Provisions  for  your  Families  during  your  Ab¬ 
sence,  and  have  wrote  acordingly  to  Cap1 2.  Welles1  to  supply 
you  with  5  Barrels  of  Pork,  and  45  Skipples  of  Flower.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethern  the  Warriors. 

Your  Request  shall  also  be  Complied  with  on  account  of  your 
late  Zeal,  and  good  Behavior  Shewn  in  the  taking  some  of  our 
Enemies  near  Oghquagoe.  — 

3  Strings,  Wampum.  — 

May  the  ls,.“  —  Sir  William  Clothed  several  Cghquagoes,  and 
others,  and  sent  a  black  Belt  by  T addainiendanhara  a  Cayuga 
Chief  to  acquaint  the  Six  Nations  that  as  soon  as  he  know  the 
day  for  their  Meeting,  or  assembling  at  Oswego,  or  elsewhere, 
he  would  dispatch  an  Express  with  an  account  of  it,  and  desire 
they  would  keep  their  Warriors  all  in  readiness,  and  also  that 
they  should  strictly  observe  the  engagements  lately  entered  into 
here,  and  regard  nothing  else.  — 

A  Black  Belt  — 

On  same  day  the  several  Chiefs  of  Otseningo,  viz1.  Nanticoks, 
Conoys,  Wialoosings  &c  desired  a  Meeting  with  Sir  William, 

1  Captain  John  Welles  of  the  2d,  or  Schenectady,  battalion. 

2  Date  in  error.  Probably  should  read  May  4th. 
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which  being  granted,  DiaeyagaWehe  a  Tuscarora  Chief  addressed 
him  on  their  behalf  as  follows — viz*.  — 

Brother.  — 

When  we  left  home,  we  only  intended  a  Visit,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  our  Brethren  the  Oghquagoes,  and  Tuscaroras,  but  being 
told  by  them  a  while  ago,  that  they  had  finished  with  you  the 
Business  they  came  about,  and  were  to  return  the  next  day,  we 
were  Surprized  at  such  a  Conduct,  after  what  had  lately  been 
settled  here,  viz*,  that  we  should  be  as  one  People,  and  Consult, 
and  Act  jointly.  —  this  Behavior  of  theirs  Obliges  us  now  to 
trouble  you,  and  as  we  did  not  expect  to  act  separately,  we  are 
but  ill  provided  with  Belts,  which  we  hope  you  will  excuse.  — 

We  are  now  to  let  you  know  the  Reason  of  our  Backwardness 
when  your  Parties  were  out  against  the  Enemy,  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  Confusion,  and  Trouble  we  were  in  at  that  Juncture 
of  time  on  account  of  Removing  our  Families,  and  Building 
Hutts  to  cover  them;  that  being  now  over,  we  assure  you  of  our 
Readiness  to  march,  and  Join  you  when  called  upon  with  our 
whole  force:  this  you  know  is  what  we  promised,  even  before 
the  Six  Nations  had  openly  declared  War,  &  now  we  shall  be 
the  readier,  as  they  are  so  inclined.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  are  now  in  a  very  poor  Condition  for  the  want  of  Pro¬ 
vision,  being  entirely  consumed  by  our  Removing,  wherefore 
v/e  beg  you  will  allow  us  a  little  for  the  Support  of  our  Women, 
and  Children  in  our  Absence,  also  some  Arms,  Ammunition, 
and  Paint. 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William  after  giving  them  a  severe  Reprimand  for  their 
late  backwardness,  and  an  Admonition  to  act  a  better  part  for 
the  future,  told  them,  that  in  such  Case  he  would  not  let  them 
Suffer  for  the  want  of  Provisions  &c  —  Then  gave  the  Tus¬ 
caroras  an  Order  for  100  Skipples  of  Wheat,  to  Conradt  Franks, 
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and  promised  to  send  them  Pork  soon  to  the  Flatts,  —  Gave 
them  also  some  Ammunition,  Orders  for  mending  their  Axes, 
Hoes,  &c  —  and  some  Liquors. 

May  5th.  —  The  Tuscaroras  came  in  again,  and  applied  to  Sir 
William  in  behalf  of  the  Mohiccons,  begging  that  he  would  assist 
them  in  bringing  all  their  People  from  Esopus ,  and  forwarding 
them  to  Otseningo.  —  Also  begged  for  some  Clothing,  as  they 
were  all  determined  to  join  the  Army.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  in  Answer  that  he  had  some  time  ago 
granted  a  Pass  to  one  of  their  chief  men  for  that  Purpose,  and 
would  forward  them  to  Otseningo  as  soon  as  they  arrived  here, 
at  same  time  gave  them  some  Clothing  &c,  and  dismissed  them.  — 

8th.  —  Three  Chiefs  came  to  Sir  William  to  desire  he  would 
write  to  Cap1.  Hanson1  to  take  care  of  their  Planting  Lands, 
and  oblige  their  neighbours  the  White  People  to  fence  them  as 
they  allowed  them  to  sow,  and  plant  thereon.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

With  another  Belt  their  Old,  and  Young  Women  acquainted 
Sir  William  that  they  were  all  in  Tears  on  finding  all  their  Men 
going  to  Join  the  Army  without  him,  least  they  should  not  meet 
with  friendly  Treatment,  or  proper  usage,  wherefore  begged  he 
would  Consent  to  their  Request  of  having  a  few  Men  left  to 
take  Care  of  them,  and  their  Affairs.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William  gave  them  a  Letter  which  answered  the  Request 
of  their  first  Belt.  — 

ReP.  their  Belt. 

Then  told  them  he  would  Answer  the  other  Belt  in  a  few  days, 
or  when  he  called  them  together  to  Cloth  them.  — 

1 1 lh-  —  On  this  day  5  Seaghticoke  Indians  arrived  here,  and 
addressed  Sir  William  as  follows.  — 


1  Captain  John  R.  Hansen  of  a  militia  company. 
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Father.  — 

We  are  come  to  offer  you  our  Service,  and  follow  your  Di¬ 
rections.  —  We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  ill  behavior  of  some  of 
the  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  do  assure  you  we  are  not  come  for 
the  sake  of  getting  Clothing  &c  as  some  do,  but  are  ready  to 
set  off  immediately,  and  follow  the  Party  of  Cap*.  Montour  &c  — 
Sir  William  answered  them.  - — -  Children,  I  thank  you  for  your 
Readiness,  and  honest  Declaration,  and  shall  provide  you  with 
every  thing  necessary  this  day  or  tomorrow,  and  then  you  may 
make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Join  Cap*.  Montour,  and  the 
rest.  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S.1 

J ohnson  H all  M ay  // th .  1764 

Dear  Sir 

As  it  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  several  Articles  for  my  Tour 
to  Niagra,  which  may  require  Some  time  to  get  in  readiness,  I 
must  apply  to  You  to  give  orders  that  I  may  have  a  good  strong 
well  built  boat  for  myself  with  Rudder  Sails  &ca.,  and  also  an 
Order  for  a  Vessel  from  Oswego  to  Niagra,  and  back  again  as 
occasion  may  require,  —  and  Affairs  being  wavering  with  the 
Westeren  Nations,  as  well  as  it  being  necessary  to  keep  up  some 
Form  in  holding  a  General  Congress,  I  think  it  will  be  necessary 
I  have  an  Officer  with  a  Party  of  25  or  30  Men.  I  know  some  of 
the  Small  Partys  of  ye.  Enemy  may  be  verry  apt  to  form  a 
Design  against  me,  on  Acc".  of  my  preventing  the  Six  Nations 
from  Joining  in  their  Confederacy,  as  well  as  from  all  the  late 
proceedings  of  our  Indians,  and  the  advantage  which  our  Enemies 
think  might  derive  from  my  Death. 

I  purpose  returning  by  the  North  side  of  the  Lake  to  make 
some  observations,  if  any  of  them  are  worthy  Your  Notice,  I 
shall  communicate  them. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 
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I  shall  be  glad  of  your  Sentiments  concerning  the  Sale  of  Rum 
to  the  Indians,  I  plainly  See  they  will  not  be  satisfied  without 
it,  and  that  it  is  the  principal  article  amongst  the  1  raders,  if  the 
Indian  Trade  is  restricted  to  the  Posts,  as  formerly  proposed  by 
me  the  inconveniencies  attending  Drunkenness  can  be  guarded 
against,  and  since  liquor  is  the  greatest  gratification  to  all  Indians, 
I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  indulge  them  with  plenty  for  the 
future,  &  to  let  them  shorten  their  Days  as  they  like  by  the  im¬ 
moderate  use  of  it,  which  has  already  greatly  reduced  them,  but 
all  this  I  submit  to  Your  consideration,  &  will  be  glad  of  your 
Answer  thereon  as  I  am  certain  they  will  when  assembled  at 
Niagra  ask  for,  &  make  a  point  of  it. 

Nothing  material  has  occurred  since  My  last  of  the  3d.  Ins'.1 
which  I  hope  You  have  received.  — 

The  Indians  I  sent  to  Niagra  are  by  this  time  (I  expect)  near 
that  place,  which  I  hope  they  will  keep  clear,  and  all  the  rest 
are  waiting  with  impatience  the  movement  of  the  Army.  — 

I  shall  be  glad  of  an  Order  for  a  Dozen  Horsemens  Tents,  & 
as  many  Oil  Cloaths  for  covering  the  Presents,  Stores,  &ca., 
which  I  suppose  you  will  Judge  necessary  on  that  occasion.  & 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  expected  by  them.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

His  Excellency  Genrl  Gage 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
May  11*.  1764 
receive  May  2 1  *.  — 

Answered  — 


1  Ante  pp.  1  71-75. 
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FROM  HENRY  GLADWIN 
Contemporary  Copy1 

Detroit  May  the  1 1th.  1764  — 
Sir 

I  am  to  thank  you  for  your  two  kind  Letters  of  the  2d.  Novemr. 
&  20  Jany.,2 3 4  the  first  I  Recd.  by  Jacob/'  the  last  by  Peter.1  — 
I  Congratulate  you  on  the  Success  of  your  Parties,  which  does 
you  so  much  honour.  —  I  should  think  the  Five  Nations  can  t 
be  too  much  encouraged  for  their  very  good  Behavior,  —  and 
I  doubt  not  but  the  Measures  you  have  taken  will  strike  terror 
every  where.  —  The  Indians  here  are  lying  treacherous  Brutes, 
and  not  to  be  trusted,  which  is  saying  the  best  we  can  of  them. 
—  though  they  are  still  quiet,  and  some  of  them  reduced  to  great 
Misery,  yet  none  of  them  have  made  any  Overtures  lately  except 
the  Hurons.  —  I  have  accomodated  matters  with  them  till  they 
can  be  finally  settled.  —  They  were  led  into  the  War,  and  have 
done  but  little  Mischief.  —  The  other  Nations  have  sent  Deputies 
to  the  Illenois:  —  I  imagine  their  Submission  in  some  measure 
depends  on  the  Supplies,  and  Encouragement  they  meet  with 
there,  for  at  present,  they  have  not  the  means  either  to  annoy  us, 
or  Support  their  families.  Your  Scheme  for  a  lasting  Peace  with 
the  Indians,  is  certainly  very  good,  provided  we  Religiously  ob¬ 
serve  what  we  promise,  and  leave  nothing  in  their  power,  —  for 
I  am  persuaded,  that  if  we  are  such  fools  as  to  trust  them  after 
what  has  happened,  by  establishing  Posts  that  can’t  be  supported, 
or  by  admitting  numbers  of  them  into,  our  Forts,  we  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  have  our  Throats  cut  for  our  Confidence,  and  I  am  de¬ 
termined  whilst  I  have  the  honour  to  Command  here,  not  to  give 
them  an  Opportunity  of  doing  further  Mischief,  nor  would  I 

1  An  extract,  in  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  These  letters  have  not  been  found. 

3  A  Mohawk  Indian,  called  “Captain  Jacob.” 

4  A  Mohawk  Indian. 


192 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


advise  any  future  Commander  to  trust  them  so  far  as  to  put  it  in 
their  power  to  hurt  him.  —  so  much  for  a  worthless  Race  of 
People  who  deserve  no  Mercy  at  our  Hands.  —  I  could  wish 
the  Ottawas  were  eat  up  for  an  example  to  the  rest.  —  They 
are  now  a  little  above  the  first  Falls  in  the  Miamie  River,  where 
they  intend  to  plant  their  Corn.  —  Peter  delivered  to  the  Hurons 
your  Message  in  my  Presence,  and  inclose  you  the  Substance  of 
what  he  said,* 1  together  with  their  Answer,  from  the  Tenor  of 
which  I  should  imagine  he  has  executed  your  Commands  faith¬ 
fully.  —  Jacob  is  a  very  good  fellow,  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much 
for  Aaron.  —  the  Hurons  tell  me  he  is  doing  all  the  Mischief 
he  can  by  poisoning  the  Minds  of  the  Indians.  — 

I  am  Dear  Sir  — 

Yours  &c  — 

Hen.  Gladwin2 


TO  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

L.  S.3 


Johnson-hall  May  /  Ith.  1764. 

Sir  — 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  7th  Ins',  and  I  heartily 
wish  the  Connecticut  people  may  not  long  detain  you  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  the  Expedition.  — 

I  am  sorry  there  are  no  other  boats  than  the  one  Sort,  as  I 
have  reason  to  think  the  Indians  will  not  relish  being  divided 
amongst  the  Troops,  and  I  know  the  Soldiers  are  very  apt  to 
bestow  Curses  upon  them  on  many  little  occasions,  as  well  as  in 
ordinary  discourse  which  with  other  little  indiscretions  of  that 
nature  might  create  a  misunderstanding,  that  would  be  in  a  great 
measure  prevented  if  they  went  by  themselves,  however,  as  there 


1  Ante  pp.  1  76-78. 

J  L,eut;  Col.  Henry  Gladwin  of  the  80th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Detroit.  For  biography  see  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  IV.  Y.,  p.  961. 

1  In  Harvard  University  Library.  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 
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appears  to  be  no  help  for  it,  they  must  do  as  well  as  they  can, 
and  probably  on  your  arrival  at  Oswego  you  may  be  able  to 
fall  upon  some  other  method,  or  by  placing  Whitemen  who 
understand  the  Indian  language  in  the  boats,  the  ill  consequence 
of  Quarrells  and  dislike  may  be  prevented.  — 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  on  your  way 
up,  when  I  shall  mention  any  thing  farther  which  may  occurr  or 
appear  necessary  for  your  information.  — - 

I  am,  Sir, 

^our  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

Colonel  Bradstreet  Wm.  Johnson 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy- 

New  York  13th.  May,  1764.  — 

Sir, 

I  transmit  you  a  Memorandum  left  with  me  by  Sir  Jeffery 
Amherst,  which  I  should  have  sent  you  Sooner.  Since  Sir  Jeffery’s 
Arrival  in  England  his  Accounts  are  to  be  made  up.  And  all  His 
Vouchers  are  to  be  sent  into  the  Pay  Office.  You  will  be  so  good 
to  forward  to  me,  the  Vouchers  mentioned  in  the  inclosed,  and 
I  shall  transmit  them  Home  by  first  opportunity.  — 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

Sir, 

&ca, 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bad. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  ./. 

To  Sir  Wm:  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York,  1 3th.  May  1  764.  — 


1  From  here  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S.1 

Johnson  Hall  May  1 7th.  1764  — 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  your  letter  of  the  4th.  Inst1.,2  and 
I  shall  take  due  notice  thereof  with  regard  to  the  Indians,  and 
shall  settle  with  Collonel  Bradstreet  the  time  &  place  for  their 
Joining  the  Troops  under  his  Command.  — 

The  Expedition  is  hitherto  delayed  on  Acc".  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Troops,  who  are  not  yet  arrived,  &  this  delay  gives  me  much 
concern,  as  the  Indians  have  been  in  readiness  for  some  time,  and 
being  thereby  disapointed  of  their  Hunting  which  is  verry  con¬ 
siderable  to  them,  will  naturally  expect  the  more  from  us.  —  as 
Co11.  Bradstreet  expected  to  sett  off  by  the  10th.  of  April,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  detain  the  Indians  from  their  Spring  Hunt, 
least  they  might  not  Joyn  the  Army  in  time,  and  this  has  been 
not  only  a  loss  to  the  Indians,  but  must  prove  an  additionall 
expence  to  his  Majesty,  by  makeing  them  some  compensation. 

I  begin  to  be  apprehensive  from  several  particulars  I  have 
heard  that  the  Westeren  Nations,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  have 
plucked  up  their  Spirits,  &  from  ye.  unlucky  delays  attending 
the  Expedition  are  useing  all  their  Influence  amongst  the  Senecas 
to  engage  them  to  renew  the  War.  Severall  Castles  of  that 
Nation,  are,  &  have  been  so  well  disposed,  that  they  could  not 
hitherto  be  brought  into  such  measures,  but  their  Scituation  will 
not  well  permit  them  to  oppose  the  rest,  Should  they  be  ill  dis¬ 
posed.  — 

The  fugitive  Delawares,  and  amongst  them  the  Squashcutter 
their  Cheif  are  also  useing  all  their  Interest,  &  representing  the 
danger  which  will  threaten  the  Indians  in  general,  should  they 
meet  with  the  fate  they  are  threatened  with,  how  all  these  cir- 

1  Wllliam  L  Clements  Library.  Draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  pp.  1  75-76. 
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cumstances  will  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  time  must 
Show,  but  I  am  useing  all  my  endeavours  to  defeat  their 
Schemes.  — 

I  would  not  affirm  that  the  Cherokees  have  offerred  an  Assylum 
to  the  Shawanese,  but  that  as  many  of  the  latter,  are  in  some 
measure  connected  with  them,  they  might  probably  afford  them 
a  retreat  on  their  requisition.  —  in  case  there  is  no  attempt  made 
upon  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares  now  assembled  at  Muskingam 
&  Scioto  plains,  they  will  be  under  no  necessity  of  removeing 
from  their  present  Settlements,  but  will  I  fear,  in  the  absence  of 
our  Troops  &  Indians  ravage  the  Frontiers  of  this,  &  ye.  other 
Governments.  — 

The  Message  you  have  directed  Mr.  Stuart1  to  Send  the 
Cherokees  will  I  hope  have  ye.  desired  effect,  otherwise  as  affairs 
are  circumstanced,  a  Southeren  ^X^ar  must  prove  verry  dangerous, 
&  greatly  disconcert  our  measures  in  this  Quarter.  — 

I  have  long  observed  the  Mohawks  and  other  neighbouring 
Indians  on  whose  fidelity  I  can  always  rely,  dwindling  away 
thro  the  copious  use  of  spiritous  liquors,  &  the  want  of  a  Skillful 
Physician  or  Surgeon,  these  Indians  being  both  by  Interest  & 
inclination  bound  to  the  English  are  a  usefull  barrier,  &  sure 
resource  for  us  on  any  differences  with  the  rest,  consequently  they 
should  be  taken  care  of,  I  would  propose  that  (as  dureing  part 
of  the  War)  there  be  a  Surgeon  appointed  for  the  care  of  them, 
and  I  think  the  same  is  more  especially  necessary  for  accompany¬ 
ing  them  on  the  present  Expedition,  this  will  appear  to  them  as 
a  great  proof  of  our  Esteem,  and  therefore  I  must  beg  the  favour 
of  knowing  whether  You  approve  it. 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem 

Dear  Sir  Yr.  most  Obedient,  Humble 
Servant 

His  Excellency 

Genrl.  Cage  w“-  J°hnson 


1  John  Stuart,  Southern  superintendent  of  Indians, 
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INDORSED: 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  May  17th. 
Received  May  27th.  —  1764 
Answered.  — 


FROM  WILLIAM  BROWNING 
Copy 1 

Niag.  May  23*.  1764 
Sir, 

I  have  recd.  yr.  favor  of  ye.  28th.  by  Capt.  Montour,  and  the 
six  Indians  are  now  joined  him.  They  are  in  all  76.  We  have 
300  Canadians  with  the  detachment  of  the  1 7th.  Rgf.  and 
Yorkers,  all  divided  in  different  works,  but  sufficient  to  deter  any 
enemy  from  their  molestations.  Decogne2  acquaints  you  of  the 
Senecas  who  have  called  here :  one  brought  a  string  of  wampum 
and  voluntarily  remained  here  until  I  sent  a  sergeant  and  a  sol¬ 
dier  of  ye.  80th  Regt.  who  speaks  Indian  with  two  of  these 
Senecas  to  their  castle  to  try  to  engage  them  to  bring  three  de¬ 
serters  of  ye.  80th,  run  off  from  ye.  post  at  Lower  Landing.  I 
was  uneasy  at  ye.  Sergts.  stay,  fearing  I  had  ventured  too  far, 
but  he  returned  safe  a  few  days  after,  with  promises  of  their 
bringing  in  the  deserters,  which  they  have  not  yet  done.  By  the 
Sergts.  acct.  he  was  in  some  danger,  as  a  very  large  body  of 
Delawares  etc.  were  encamped  within  six  miles  of  ye.  Seneca 
castle,  some  of  whom  came  and  examined  him  very  closely  in 
English,  with  seeming  no  good  intention,  until  he  enlarged  a 
little  and  told  them  that  5  Senecas  were  hostages  here  for  his 
safe  return:  two  Senecas  returned  with  him.  Capt.  Montour 
has  sent  a  message  by  them,  as  he  will  inform  you. 

I  am.  etc. 

Sir.  W.  Johnson  Will.  Browning 

P.  S.  The  several  preparations  for  ye.  Campaign  go  on  here 
pretty  well;  but  allow  us  scarce  time  to  scratch  a  letter. 


1  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Gilman  Papers. 

2  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 
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FROM  HENRY  MONTOUR  AND  JOHN  JOHNSTON 


Copy 1 

Niagara  May  23d.  1764 


Sir, 

Yesterday  we  arrived  here  in  high  spirits  being  detained  at 
Oswego  by  contrary  winds.2 

This  is  our  second  letter  to  you  —  the  former  dated  from  Os¬ 
wego  which  we  hope  you  have  recieved.  Our  party  consists  of 
seventy  men,  including  whites,  ten  in  number.  —  for  news  we 
have  none  except  that  at  our  arrival  at  this  place  we  found  five 
Senache3  men  one  Squaw,  who  ten  days  ago  left  Genause4  — 
they  had  no  news  worth  mentioning. 

This  morning  they  set  off  for  home,  &  Cap1.  Monture  &  me 
give  them  three  or  four  strings  of  Wampum  along  t©  acquaint 
their  Cheifs  &  Warriors  that  we  was  arrived  at  this  place  &  that 
they  should  not  harbor  any  ill  thoughts  concerning  us  or  our 
Party.  &  that  we  expected  such  as  was  our  well  wishers  of  their 
nation  to  come  to  this  place  &  see  us  —  we  likewise  told  them  we 
was  warriors.  Not  come  to  hold  Congress  [es]  (but  we  adjudged 
they  were  not  forgetful  of  what  you  had  hitherto  told  them)  we 
must  acquaint  Sir  William  that  our  reception  at  Oswego  was  not 
as  we  expected  by  us  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  from 
Maj.  Duncan  —  tomorrow  morning  we  expected  to  set  out  from 
hence  to  the  Carrying  place  to  guard  the  carriages  with  provision. 

Likewise  we  must  acquaint  you  that  there  is  ten  Windots 
arrived  here  &  three  hundred  Canadians  as  far  as  we  can  learn. 
They  have  belts  for  the  Windots  &  Hurons  residing  about  De¬ 
troit.  the  belts  are  from  Gen1.  Murray,  the  Canadians  don  t  seem 
in  our  opinion  to  be  such  men  as  they  bore  the  character  of 


1  In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Parkman  Collection. 

2  See  Instructions  to  Henry  Montour,  April  28,  1  764,  in  Johnson 
Papers,  4:41  1-13. 

3  Seneca. 


4  Genesee. 
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for  at  Oswego  they  were  tried  by  the  Commanding  Officer  what 
for  marksmen  they  were  —  they  in  general  turned  out  but  very 
poor,  their  Officers  is  very  smart  looking  men  but  in  general  the 
soldiers  but  indifferent  in  our  opinion,  there  is  five  of  the  Onidas 
who  joined  us  at  Oneida  Lake  who  are  very  bare  in  clothes, 
which  Sir,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  take  some  up  from  the  Traders 
here  at  Niagara  for  them  as  they  have  not  received  any  from  you 
as  yet.  Likewise  three  or  four  Onondagoes  who  has  joined  us 
at  Oswego  are  very  naked  &  bare  &  out  of  necessity  we  must  take 
some  up  for  them  of  clothing  —  altho’  we  have  not  Sir  William’s 
order  for  so  doing,  being  as  we  adjudge  for  the  good  of  the 
service  &  not  disagreeable  to  Sir  William  —  we  must  likewise 
take  up  some  leather  for  shoes,  as  almost  all  the  party  at  this 
time  is  very  poorly  on  it  for  shoes. 

We  delivered  your  letter  to  Mr  Degona1  who  willingly  com¬ 
plied  according  to  your  directions  &  exerted  himself  to  the  ut¬ 
most  to  forward  us  as  far  as  we  thought  requisite  in  furnishing 
us  with  such  necessaries  as  we  thought  proper. 

We  likewise  think  that  Mr  Degona  as  at  some  difficulty  con¬ 
cerning  keeping  up  an  understanding  between  the  soldiers  & 
Indians,  as  they  intermix  themselves  very  often  with  the  Indians, 
&  drop  words  out  which  occasion  very  often  a  great  rumour  & 
demur  no  more,  but  we  remain  Sir,  Y our  ever  devoted  &  humble 

Servants 

Henry  Monture 
&  John  Johnston 

P .S.  Just  at  this  present  we  received  yours  dated  of  the  1  1  fo. 
Instant,  by  Cap'.  Jacobs2  of  Schaticote,  5  in  number. 


1  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 

2  A  Mohawk. 
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FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

Spring  Hill,  Flushing  May  25lh  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your  kind  favour  of  the  28th.2  of  last  month.  Nothing 
farther  on  the  subject-matter  of  some  parts  of  it  I  suppose  can 
be  done  till  after  you  shall  have  returned  from  Niagara  & 
finished  the  important  matters  you  have  now  in  hand. 

Some  persons  have  applied  to  me  for  Licenses  to  Trade  with 
the  Indians.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  any  Trade  can  be  properly 
allowed  at  this  time ;  and  if  it  be  allowed  under  what  limitations 
&  conditions  it  is  to  be  put.  None  more  capable  of  adviseing  me 
than  you  are,  and  therefore  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  advice  as 
fully  as  your  present  hurry  of  business  will  permit.  My  inclina¬ 
tion  is  that  private  Persons  may  have  all  reasonable  advantages 
of  that  Trade  but  at  the  same  time  they  be  restrained  from  doing 
anything  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  service,  Peace 
and  Tranquility.  How  this  may  be  most  effectually  done  I  hope 
to  learn  from  you,  &  in  what  Sum  the  penalty  of  the  Recog¬ 
nizance  for  observing  the  Instructions  given  them  ought  to  be. 

No  doubt  the  General  has  informed  you  that  the  22nd  Regi¬ 
ment  destined  for  Illinois  is  returned  to  New  Orleans  having  not 
been  able  to  get  up  against  the  stream. 

Every  account  of  the  success  of  your  measures  gives  great 
pleasure  to  Sir,  Yr 


1  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  p.  329. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:410-1  1 . 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 3 

Johnson  Hall ,  May  26th.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the  13th."  &  16th. 
Inst.  the  former  accompanied  wth.  a  Memrdm.  of  which  you  before 
gave  me  notice.  The  Vouchers  as  I  formerly  mentioned  relative 
to  the  Southeren  Deputation  in  my  Department  haveing  been 
always  sent  by  my  Deputy  (to  prevent  delay)  to  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Cheif,  or  settled  by  the  Officer  Commanding  to  the 
Southward,  they  did  not  pass  thro  my  hands,  but  I  have  lately 
directed  that  they  should  be  procured  &  Sent  to  me  for  the  future, 
tho  it  will  occasion  some  delay,  as  many  of  them  must  come 
from  ye.  Officers  of  the  Frontier  Garrisons.  —  I  never  trans¬ 
mitted  any  other  than  a  General  Accu.  of  what  was  incurred 
under  my  imediate  Direction,  neither  was  it  ever  required,  but 
if  there  is  the  Smallest  necessity  for  it.  Receipts  &ca.  can  be 
sent  for  the  future,  which  is  what  is  meant  I  beleive  by  your 
favour  of  the  1 6th.  — 

I  cannot  but  perfectly  agree  wth.  You  that  the  Alarm  may 
have  been  taken  too  Soon,  but  the  Delays  which  have  attended 
the  Expedition,  &  other  Circumstances  might  induce  the  Westeren 
Nats.  &ca.  to  renew  Hostilities  and  if  so,  the  Carrying  place  of 
-Niagra  could  not  be  too  much  Secured,  from  the  Acctts.  received 
Co11.  Bradstreet  had  pressingly  required  of  me  a  Number  of 
Indians  and  If  (as  I  hope)  they  will  be  well  treated,  they  will 
rest  contented  till  ye.  Arrival  of  the  Army  &  the  Six  Nations.  — 

The  Appearance  of  a  good  body  of  Indians  wth.  the  Troops 
will  certainly  have  good  effect  on  the  Westeren  Indians,  and  I 
am  hopefull  that  the  occupying  of  the  few  Outposts  will  not  be  a 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  p.  1  93. 

3  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:423-26. 
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Work  of  much  time,  but  that  the  Troops  &  Indians  have  part  of 
the  Summer  to  dedicate  towards  the  pursueing  our  Enemys  about 
Sioto,  as  for  those  who  are  nearer  I  am  of  opinion  they  will 
shortly  agree  to  the  Terms,  at  least  to  such  parts  as  relate  to  their 
own  transactions,  their  Claims  to  the  Lands  are  at  present  only 
under  the  Six  Nations  who  sell  them  at  pleasure,  but  the  remove- 
ing  them  from  being  such  near  Neighbours  is  a  matter  worthy 
consideration,  &  I  shall  endeavour  to  effect  it.  — 

I  apprehend  that  some  of  the  Lands  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Fort  Pitt  are  the  property  of  private  Persons,  however  I  shall  at 
Niagra  demand  a  certain  quantity  of  Land  around  the  Fort  for 
the  purposes  you  mention,  which  must  be  granted  by  the  Six 
Nations  as  proprietors,  the  Delawares  &ca.  having  no  Claim,  but 
their  temporary  Indulgence.  — 

Indeed  the  surest  method  wth.  ye.  Shawanese  &  Delawares  is 
punishment,  they  have  been  always  much  more  remarkable  for 
breaking  their  Words,  than  any  of  the  other  Nations  and  they 
already  give  out  (as  I  am  yesterday  told)  that  we  can  do  nothing 
against  them.  — 

The  Negroe,  With  John  Eice  a  German  formerly  mentioned, 
and  Rojer  a  Delaware  Indian  whom  I  lately  sent  Prisoners  to 
Lieu*.  Co11.  Elliot,1  are  I  am  informed  as  yet  in  Albany  Joal.  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  them  imediately  removed,  otherwise, 
according  to  the  Forms  of  Law  they  will  be  discharged  at  the 
Court  in  June  for  want  of  white  Evidences,  which  will  prove 
of  verry  bad  consequence,  as  they  will  return  to  the  Indians  with 
the  Strongest  prejudices  agst.  Us,  &.  turn  our  most  inveterate 
Enemys.  — 

I  enclose  You  an  Acctl.  of  Mr.  Mc.Kees2  for  the  last  half 
Years  Expences  &ca.  in  y'.  Quarter,  wh.  I  yesterday  received,  and 
he  writes  me  that  he  is  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  the 
amount  of  his  last  Accft.  which  I  sent  You  last  Winter.  He  says 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Elliot  of  the  55th  regiment. 

2  Alexander  McKee,  assistant  deputy  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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the  People  are  so  pressing  for  their  money  that  they  daily  threaten 
to  arrest  him  for  it,  wh.  would  be  verry  hard  upon  him,  If  I 
remember  right  Co11.  Boquet  certified  the  last  Acc".,  which,  I 
think  is  as  much  as  can  be  done,  until  he  receives  the  money,  & 
takes  their  receipts.  — 

I  am  most  sincerely  &  respectfully 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

General  Gage  —  WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
May  26th.  1 764 
received  June  3  d. 
answered  — 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Niagara,  May  26,  1764] 

At  a  meeting  with  the  Chippaweighs  held  at  Niagra  26th. 
May  1  764  — 

Pres'.  Col.  W.  Browning"  Command'.  w,h.  sev1.  of  the  6 
Nat8.  &  others  — 

Shawanaxcapowee  speaker  addressed  the  command*.  &c.  as 
follows.  — 

Brethren  — 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  assembled  here,  and  to  smoke  out  of  the 
same  Pipe  (all  smoking  out  of  the  Calumet )  — As  the  Weather 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

“  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning  of  the  46th  regiment,  com¬ 
mandant  at  Niagara. 
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is  clear,  and  as  there  is  a  Prospect  of  its  continuing  so,  we  are 
come  to  Open  our  Hearts,  and  declare  freely  what  we  have  to 
Say,  and  that  you  will  Pity  us  as  a  lost  People.  — 

Gave  the  Calumet  of  Peace 

Brethren  — 

We  have  always  shut  our  Ears  when  Belts  were  brought  to  us 
contrary  to  the  Interest  of  the  English.  —  I  speak  for  four 
Villages,  and  tell  you  that  we  are  employed  by  seven  others  of  the 
same  Nations  to  treat  for  Peace  for  them,  and  that  they  pro¬ 
pose  coming  soon  to  Niagra  to  speak  for  themselves.  —  Their 
Nations  are  situated  at  the  back  of  Toronto  on  the  North  and 
East  sides  of  Lake  Huron.  — 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 

The  Six  Nations  made  answer  to  the  above  Speech  as  fol¬ 
lows  —  viz*. 

Pres*,  as  before 

Brethren  — 

We  have  given  attention  to  what  you  have  said,  and  thank 
you  for  it,  but  at  the  same  time  acquaint  you,  that  though  we 
came  here  on  another  Purpose,  than  Peace,  (having  found  our 
constant  &  many  Endeavors  to  preserve  it,  prove  ineffectual)  we 
will  however,  on  your  dispositions  &  Inclinations  for  it,  treat 
with  you  thereon,  and  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  whilst 
the  present  Opportunity  Offers,  to  embrace  it,  as  by  neglecting 
so  to  do,  you  will  feel  the  ill  Consequences.  —  therefore  advise 
you  to  repair  to  the  Dwellings  of  your  Brethren  the  English, 
from  which  you  will  see  a  Smoak  arise,  and  the  dark  shades  of 
Night  vanish,  and  the  Morning  light  appear.  —  And  further, 
Brethren,  we  must  assure  you  that  such  as  will  not  now  accept 
the  Terms  of  Peace  offered  them,  shall  not  meet  with  either 
favor,  or  affection,  but  on  the  contrary  will  be  treated  with  the 
utmost  Severity  by  the  English  for  their  Obstinacy,  and  ill  be¬ 
havior.  — 


A  Belt. 
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JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 

[May  21-31,  1 764] 

Johnson  Hall  May  the  21st  — 

Four  Onondagas  arrived  here,  who  were  sent  by  their  Nation 
to  acquaint  Sir  William  of  the  loss  of  Swegaaseo,  one  of  their 
Principal  Men,  and  a  great  friend  to  the  English,  —  that  they 
are  now  so  much  concerned  thereat,  they  can  attend  no  Busi¬ 
ness,  they  desired  also  to  know  where  the  Nations  were  to  meet, 
in  order  to  acquaint  them  with  their  Loss,  and  to  know  the  Per¬ 
son  they  would  appoint  in  his  Stead,  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Then  delivered  a  Letter  to  Sir  William,  from  Mr.  Wemp- 
wherein  he  informed  him  that  all  the  Onondagas  were  ready  to 
join  him  when  called  upon,  and  that  all  their  Canoes  were  made 
ready  for  that  Purpose.  —  That  they  did  not  send  his  Belt,  and 
Message  to  the  Senecas  as  desired,  as  there  were  some  of  them 
then  coming  down  to  him  on  that  business.  — 

Sir  William  answered  them,  that  he  was  very  thankful  for  the 
early  notice  they  had  given  him  of  their  great  loss,  and  heartily 
condoled  with  them  thereon.  —  and  here  according  to  Custom 
Sir  Wm.  went  through  the  Ceremony  of  Condolance,  with  three 
Strings  of  Wampum,  and  Covered  the  Grave  of  the  deceased 
with  three  black  Strouds,  —  then  by  a  Belt  recommended  it  to 
their  Chiefs,  and  Councilors  not  to  neglect  the  grand  Affair 
now  in  hand  upon  any  account  whatsoever,  but  to  exert  them¬ 
selves  as  becoming  friends,  and  firm  Brethern,  which  wou’d  be 
more  conducive  to  their  Interest  than  any  Action  of  their  Lives. _ 

A  Belt.  — 

The  Onondagas  then  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  thanks  for  the 
Concern  shewn  by  him  for  their  loss  and  assured  him  they 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Hendrick  Wemp. 
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would  not  fail  to  follow  his  Advice,  and  perform  their  several 
Engagements  —  desired  to  know  what  time  they  were  to  meet, 
—  whether  at  Oswego,  Three  Rivers,  or  Fort  BreWerton. — to 
which  Sir  Wm.  answered  that  as  soon  as  he  knew  the  time,  and 
place  from  Col.  Braadstreet,1  he  would  acquaint  them,  and  the 
whole  Confederacy  therewith.  —  then  clothed  them,  and  desired 
they  would  remain  here  until  a  Meeting,  which  he  was  then  going 
to  hold  with  the  Mohocks,  was  over,  as  he  might  have  Occasion 
to  send  some  Message  by  them,  to  which  they  agreed,  and  went 
to  their  Encampment.  — 

Johnson  Hall  May  the  2 2  A  — 

Sir  William  Johnson  held  a  Meeting  with  the  two  Mohock 
Castles  and  desired  they  would  appoint  two  of  their  best,  and 
most  sensible  Men  to  carry  a  Message  for  him  to  the^henussios, 
viz'.,  that  their  Conduct  now  in  protecting  them  Villains,  the 
Delawares,  against  whom  they  had  lately  taken  up  the  Hatchet, 
as  well  as  against  the  Shawanese,  is  such  a  Breach  of  their  late 
Engagements  entered  into  here,  and  so  astonishing  as  to  have 
occasioned  him  to  send  them  two  Messages  thereon,  to  which, 
as  he  had  not  yet  received  any  Answer,  he  was  now  induced  to 
send  them  a  third,  and  last  viz',  that  if  they  did  not  give  them  up 
to  the  General,  he  would  take  them  by  force,  which  would  prove 
fatal  to  those  who  protect  them.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

May  25th.  —  The  Chiefs  of  the  Mohocks  being  met  with  the 
Messengers  who  were  appointed  to  carry  Sir  Wm’s.  Belt  to  the 
Chenussios,  he  delivered  to  them  the  above  message,  as  also  to 
Lieu1.  Preston2  who  accompanied  them,  with  further  Instructions 
from  him. 

On  same  day  two  Onondagas  arrived  here  in  three  days  to 
acquaint  Sir  William  that  their  Young  Men  were  all  ready  for 

1  Colonel  John  Bradstreet  of  the  60th  regiment. 

2  Lieutenant  Achilles  Preston  of  the  44th  regiment. 
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a  long  time,  and  waited  impatiently  to  join  the  Army  as  did  also 
the  Cayugas,  Oneidas,  and  Tuscaroras,  who  had  all  Canoes  made 
ready  for  the  purpose.  —  they  further  informed  Sir  Wm.  that  they 
had  accounts  from  Scioto  Plains  that  the  Shawanese  were  Joined 
by  some  T wighlees,  as  well  as  Delawares,  and  that  they  express 
their  surprize  at  the  backwardness  of  the  Army,  which  they  are 
determined  to  fight  in  the  Woods  where  their  Cannon  would  be 
useless  —  that  they  are  constantly  dancing  their  War  Dances, 
and  seem  very  desirous  of  coming  to  Action  with  us,  and  the  Six 
Nations,  —  that  they  had  this  account  at  Onondaga  from  some 
of  their  People  who  passed  by  the  Scioto  Plains,  coming  from 
War,  —  that  King  Beaver 1  was  at  Chenussio  with  the  Squash 
cutter,2  and  that  they  were  all  very  still  thereabouts.  — 

27th. — On  this  day  seven  Onondagas  arrived  here,  sent  by 
Karraghiagigo  a  great  friend  of  Sir  Wm’5.,  and  chief  Warrior, 
to  inform  him  of  this  ill  state  of  Health,  and  that  he  never  ex¬ 
pected  to  see  him  any  more,  and  that  if  it  so  happened  to  assure 
him  that  the  Belts  which  he  gave  him  should  be  made  use  of  by 
his  Warriors,  being  13  in  number,  as  well  as  if  he  were  living  — 
at  the  same  [time]  desiring  some  Ammunition,  Paint  &c  might 
be  sent  him  for  that  Purpose,  which  would  afford  him  great 
Pleasure  to  divide  it  amongst  them,  whilst  he  was  in  his  Senses. — 

A  black  6c  white  Belt. 

28th.  —  Four  Coghnawageys  arrived  here,  sent  by  the  rest  of 
their  Party,  then  at  Hans  V :  Epp’s  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  that 
they  were  so  far  advanced  in  their  way  hither  in  order  to  join  the 
Army  agreeable  to  his  desire  —  6c  that  they  wanted  to  know 
where  to  leave  their  Birch  Canoes,  8  in  number,  and  where  they 
should  encamp  — 

2  Strings  — 

Sir  Wm.  dispatched  the  Messenger  back  to  acquaint  them  that 


1  A  Delaware  chief. 

2  Taghcaposse  ( Yaghapoose) ,  a  Delaware  chief. 
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their  Canoes  should  be  taken  Care  of  at  Coghnawagey,  and  that 
he  had  sent  Cap*.  Butler1  to  meet  them  and  shew  them  where  to 
Encamp,  also  to  provide  Victuals  for  them  at  Vroman’s.2  — 

On  same  day  a  Number  of  Onondagas,  and  Munsies  from 
Otseningo  came  to  Sir  Wm.  to  beg  that  he  would  send  Pro¬ 
visions  for  their  Women  &  Children  to  serve  them  in  the  absence 
of  their  men  who  were  all  to  Join  the  Army,  also  some  Paint  and 
Clothing  for  7  Warriors  now  here.  — 

29th.  —  Sir  Wm.  Recd.  a  letter  from  Coll.  Bradstreet3  desiring 
the  Indians  might  have  notice  to  repair  to  Oswego,  and  Niagara, 
as  he  intended  to  leave  Schenectady  in  a  few  days,  or  as  soon  as 
the  Connecticuits  arrived.  —  Sir  Wm.  accordingly  sent  a  Belt 
of  Wampum  by  some  Onondagas  then  here  to  acquaint  the  Six 
Nations  thereof,  and  to  desire  they  would  be  at  Oswego  in  15 
days  time,  also  another  Belt  by  some  Onondagas  to  the  Indians 
living  on  the  Susquahanna  desiring  they  might  be  at  Niagara, 
or  Oswego  at  the  above  mentioned  time  exactly,  which  wou’d  be 
about  the  full  of  the  Moon  — 

2  Belts  black  Wampum. 

On  same  day  a  party  of  60  Coghnawageys  with  Philips4  the 
Interpreter  arrived  here,  after  the  usual  Salutations,  Sir  Wm, 
got  an  Indian  to  perform  the  Ceremony  of  Condolence  usual  on 
such  Occasions,  which  on  their  parts  was  returned  in  a  very 
friendly  manner  —  Ordered  them  Refreshments,  Pipes,  Tobacco 
&c  —  then  sent  Cap*.  Butler  to  shew  them  their  Encampment, 
and  deliver  them  Provisions,  after  which  Sir  Wm.  told  them  he 
wou’d  call  them  to  a  Meeting  the  day  following  when  he  would 
acquaint  them  with  all  things  necessary  for  their  Information  on 
the  present  Occasion.  — 

1  Captain  John  Butler.  Captain  Thomas  Butler  died  in  1759. 

2  Barent  Vrooman. 

3  Colonel  John  Bradstreet. 

4  Philip  Philips. 
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31st.  —  Sir  Wm.  dispatched  Cap'.  Jacobs1  with  21  Men  to  join 
Montour2  &c  at  Niagara. 

On  same  day  Sir  Wm.  met  the  Coghnawageys  in  Council,  and 
acquainted  them  with  the  Steps  hitherto  taken  to  punish  the  disaf¬ 
fected  Indians,  and  then  gave  them  a  Belt  desiring  they  might  act 
such  a  part,  as  would  merit  the  good  Opinion  of  their  new 
Brethren,  the  English  &  convince  the  ill  disposed  of  their  Error, 
and  folly  in  Quarrelling  with  so  powerful  a  People,  and  so 
strongly  allied ;  —  after  recommending  it  to  them  in  the  most 
strong  manner  to  exert  themselves  as  men  on  the  present  Occasion, 
Sir  Wm.  then  threw  them  the  bloody  Belt,  stood  up,  and  sung 
his  War  Song  with  Hane  Croyne,  —  after  which  Tom  Wild- 
man  rose  up,  and  sung  his,  as  did  all  the  rest,  theirs  —  after  which 
Sir  Wm.  ordered  them  Punch,  Rum  &c  —  &  parted.  — 

Eod.  Die  Benjamin  Gilleway  spoke  to  Sir  Wm.  on  Behalf  of 
the  Wialoosing  Indians  as  follows  — viz1. 

Brother.  — 

It  was  not  our  faults  that  our  Young  men  did  not  accompany 
the  other  Parties  to  Kanestio  &c  —  as  you  desired  them  when 
here  in  the  Winter,  and  according  to  their  Promise,  it  was  entirely 
owing  to  a  Message  sent  to  us  by  the  Mingoes  shortly  after  we 
left  this,  desiring  us  to  do  nothing  (as  we  were  but  young 
People)  until  they,  then  going  down  to  Council  at  your  House, 
returned.  —  this  was  the  cause  of  our  not  acting  agreeable  to  our 
Promise.  — 

A  Bunch  of  Wampum 

Brother.  — 

I  am  now  to  tell  you  by  desire  of  the  Warriors  that  they  are 
determined  to  abide  by  the  Engagements  entered  into  here  last 
Winter,  and  to  assure  you  that  they  will  without  fail  meet  you  at 
Oswego,  whenever  you  appoint  a  Day. 

A  Belt.  — 


1  Captain  Jacob,  a  Mohawk  Indian. 

2  Captain  Henry  Montour. 
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Sir  Wm.  answered  as  follows.  —  viz*. 

Brother.  — 

It  is  trifling  to  say,  it  was  not  your  faults  that  the  Y oung  Men 
did  not  go,  or  that  any  Message  the  Mingoes  could  send  you, 
Should  have  weight  with  you  after  what  passed  here  last 
winter.  —  what  you  all  then  promised,  is  what  you  should  have 
observ’d  and  nothing  else,  and  I  expect  you  will  Observe  the  same 
for  the  future  — 

A  Bunch  of  Wampum 

Brother.  — 

If  your  young  Men  will  all  assemble  at  Oswego  by  the  15th. 
of  next  month  which  is  the  day  appointed,  and  behave  well  dur¬ 
ing  the  Campaigns,  I  will  forget  what  is  passed,  and  look  upon, 
and  treat  you  in  the  same  manner  I  do  the  Six  Nations,  and 
others;  and  your  People  now  in  Philadelphia  in  that  case  will 
be  well  treated,  otherwise  not,  as  we  shall  then  look  upon  you  not 
well  disposed.  — 

TO  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

A.  L.  S3 

Johnson  Hall  31st.  May  1764 

Sir  — 

I  am  just  favoured  with  yours  of  Yesterday  concerning  the 
Number  of  Battoes  I  shall  want  &ca. 

As  the  goods,  stores  &ca.  are  not  yet  all  arrived,  I  cannot 
ascertain  with  exactness  how  many  will  be  necessary,  but  I  ap¬ 
prehend  [s — en] "  three  Handed  Boats  will  be  sufficient,  and  I 

1  In  collection  of  Hall  Park  McCullough,  North  Bennington,  Vt.  This 
letter  was  originally  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:436,  with  an  error  in 
transcription.  It  has  been  printed  here  in  order  to  correct  that  error,  which 
concerns  the  number  of  boats  desired. 

2  The  word  in  the  manuscript  is  partially  obliterated,  but  there  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  it  being  the  number  seven,  and  that  Johnson  is  asking  for 
“seven  three  Handed  Boats,”  and  not  “three  Hundred  Boats,”  as  given 
in  4:436.  The  context  of  the  letter  upholds  this  view. 
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should  be  glad  to  have  that  Number  sent  to  Fort  Johnson  by  the 
5lh.  of  June,  so  as  they  may  be  loaded  and  Sent  forward  before 
my  own  Departure.  — 

I  acquainted  the  General  that  I  should  require  an  officer,  and 
about  30  Men  to  accompany  me,  if  I  had  that  Number  now 
they  might  mann  the  Boats,  otherwise  I  shall  want  some  other 
Hands  at  least  till  I  know  where  I  am  to  have  ye.  party. 

I  have  sent  off  orders  to  the  Indian  Officers,  &  the  different 
Nations,  and  I  doubt  not  they  will  be  all  in  readiness  at  the  time 
appointed  &  to  a  considerable  Number.  — 

I  am 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant 

Coll.  John  Bradstreet  Wm.  Johnson 

FROM  HENRY  BOUQUET 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Philadelphia  May  31st.  1764. 

Sir  — 

General  Gage  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  to  Command 
the  Troops  in  the  Southren  department,  and  the  Governm*.  of 
Pennsylvania  having  at  last,  yesterday  passed  their  Bill  giving 
One  Thousand  Men  to  Act  in  Conjunction  with  His  Majestys 
Forces  employed  this  way,  I  beg  that  you  will  permit  me  to  have 
the  Honor  to  Correspond  with  you,  &  request  the  favour  of  your 
Sentiments  concerning  the  Opperations  intended  against  the  Ohio 
Indians. — As  I  have  no  Certain  Information  of  the  Numbers 
they  Can  Collect  for  the  defence  of  their  Country  from  among 
themselves  and  their  Allies  nor  of  the  Situation  of  their  Towns 
and  the  difficulties  of  getting  at  them,  but  from  the  imperfect 
Accounts  of  our  Traders.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to 

In  British  Museum.  Add.  MSS.  21,  637.  A  variant  copy,  without 
table  of  miles,  is  in  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7,  Canadian  Archives. 


COLONEL  HENRY  BOUQUET 
From  a  painting  in  possession  of  Mrs  George  A.  Robbins, 
Ambler,  Pennsylvania 
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give  me  what  Intelligence  you  have  upon  those  Heads,  and  your 
Oppinion  as  to  the  Number  of  Troops  you  would  Judge, 
Necessary  to  Answer  the  purpose  of  destroying  their  Towns 
without  too  great  a  Risque  of  being  overpowered.  Likewise 
whether  you  wou’d  think  it  most  adviseable  to  attack  them  by 
going  down  the  River,  or  Marching  by  Land  from  Fort  Pitt. 

In  the  first  case  I  am  apprehensive  that  from  the  delays  of  this 
province  we  have  already  lost  the  Opportunity  of  the  high  waters, 
and  that  even  supposing  the  Ohio  to  remain  Navigable,  the 
Muskingham,  or  Scioto  would  be  too  Shallow  to  admitt  loaded 
Bateaux,  of  which  we  have  not  a  sufficient  Number  to  carry  the 
Necessary  Troops  and  I  am  informed  that  it  would  be  extreamly 
difficult  for  Men  &  Horses  to  March  along  the  Shore  (supposing 
the  Batteaux  to  Carry  the  provisions)  on  Account  of  the  Craggy 
Hills,  Swamps,  and  high  weeds;  and  to  build  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Batteaux  at  Pittsbourgh  would  require  at  Least  three  months 
besides  the  Risque  in  case  of  Miscarriage  to  have  to  go  back 
against  the  stream.  To  go  by  land  with  Pack  Horses  &  Cattle 
is  Certainly  Slow  &  expensive,  but  the  woods  at  a  Certain  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  River  are  said  to  be  open,  no  large  Rivers  to 
obstruct  the  March  and  more  facility  to  get  at  their  Inland 
Towns;  from  the  Accounts  given  me  of  the  Country  (in  which 
I  flatter  myself,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  set  me  right)  it  Appears 
that 


From  Fort  Pitt  down  the  River  to  the 

Mouth  of  Muskingham  is . 

From  the  Mouth  of  Muskingham  to  Will’s  Town 
From  thence  to  Wakataumike . 

From  the  Muskingham  by  Land  to  the  lower ) 
Shawnese  Town  upon  Scioto . \ 

And 

From  the  Mouth  of  Muskimgham  to  the  Mouth  J 
of  Scioto  by  Water . $ 


Miles 
.200 
.  60 
.  20 

..70 


200 
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From  the  Mouth  of  Scioto  to  the  Lower  Shawnese  j 


Town — (by  Water)  . (  . 

By  Land 

From  Fort  Pitt  to  the  lower  Shawanese  Town . 230 


List  of  Delaware  &  Shawnese  Towns  over  the  Ohio 


Kiskuskees 

Shaningo 

Pemlatuning 

Saltlick, 


N.  W.  from  Fort  Pitt 


Mohoning, 
Cayahga 
Ottawas  Town. 

Tuscarawes 
Mohigon  John 


N.  W.  from  Fort  Pitt 

W 


Mingoes  Town 
Old  Hunting 
Bullet  Town 
Waukatamuike 
Wills  Town. 


upon  the  Branches 
of  Muskingham 


S.W. 


Shawanese  Salt  Lick  Town) 

Lower  Shawnesse  Town  [  S  W  upon  Scioto 

In  all  16  Towns  Besides  those  upon  Lake  Erie. 


The  General  has  acquainted  me  that  you  would  procure  a 
Body  of  Indians  to  join  me,  and  it  is  upon  them  that  I  must 
Chiefly  depend  for  Guides  or  Pilots,  and  as  I  am  not  Sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  Manner  of  Managing  them,  I  beg  you  will 
appoint  to  Command  them  a  person  who  can  take  that  Care 
Upon  himself  and  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  Transport  Provisions 
so  farr  by  Land,  to  let  me  know  whether  they  will  be  satisfied 
at  the  rate  of  the  Common  Allowance  of  a  Ration  ^  day, 
or  if  they  must  have  more  and  if  they  will  expect  Presents  from 
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me,  and  what  they  should  be,  or  only  from  you  at  their  Return, 
and  if  they  can  run  their  own  Ball  to  fitt  their  Bores,  that  I  may 
be  prepared  accordingly,  and  avoid  giving  them  any  Cause  of 
Complaint  — 

To  Prevent  Accident,  you  will  no  doubt  fix  upon  some  Badge 
to  be  worn  by  our  Friend  Indians  easy  to  be  distinguished  in 
the  Woods,  and  which  the  Enemy  can  not  imitate  — 

In  1738  We  gave  the  Cherokees  a  Yellow  Piece  of  Stuff  to 
tie  about  their  Heads  the  End  flying  lose  behind  them. 

I  shall  inform  you  when  we  shall  be  ready  to  march  but  it 
will  require  at  least  five  Weeks  from  this  day  before  our  Pro¬ 
vincial  Troops  can  quite  the  Settlements. 

HB 

FROM  WILLIAM  BROWNING 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 3 

Niagara  May  the  31st.  1764  — 

Sir  — 

Herewith,  I  transmit  you  the  Speech"  of  some  Indians  from 
Toronto  &  delivered  to  me  on  the  26*.  instant  at  a  meeting  held 
with  them,  together  with  the  answer  of  the  six  Nations  thereto 
Two  Sons  of  their  Chief  remained  at  a  Distance  to  wait  Events, 
and  are  come  in  to  join  their  father  here,  On  two  of  the  Indians 
going  away  with  the  Answer.  —  De  Coignie  (as  I  made  three 
Chenussio  Indians  who  were  here  attend  this  meeting)  resolved 
to  go  to  their  Castle  with  Silverheels.  he  expects  to  acquire  some 
knowledge  of  their  Intentions.  I  told  him,  I  thought,  as  matters 
were  that  he  risqued  his  P erson ;  but  as  he  seemed  determined, 
I  would  not  Stop  him.  —  I  imagine  the  first  intention  of  the 
Shawanese  coming  this  way  was  not  the  best.  I  believe  they  are 
now  intimidated  at  the  appearance  of  things,  and  I  am  just  now 
told,  (but  without  good  authority)  that  they  are  moving  off.  — 

1  Extract  in  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Ante  pp.  202-3. 

3  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 


214 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


the  Chippeweigh  Indians  here  expect  a  large  Number  of  their 
Nation  to  come  here  directly,  —  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  how  to 
treat  them. 

I  am.  Sir  — 

Yours  &c 

W.  Browning 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  June  1st.  1764 

Dear  Sir 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  Co11.  Bradstreet  notifying  his 
expectations  to  set  out  in  a  little  time,  and  desireing  I  would  put 
the  Indians  in  motion,  I  have  Accordingly  sent  Messingers  to 
direct  the  Indians  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Joyn  the  Troops. 
The  Mohawks,  Oneidaes,  Tuscaroras,  Onondagaes,  Cayugaes,  & 
those  of  Susquahana  at  Oswego,  and  the  Senecas  at  Niagra.  — 

Sixty  Coghnawagey  Indians  are  arrived  here  the  rest  being 
not  yet  returned  from  hunting,  I  shall  send  these  forward  in  a 
Day  or  two,  and  as  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  have  been 
waiting  this  considerable  time  and  have  Indian  Officers  now  in 
their  Castles,  there  can  be  no  delay  on  their  Acctl.  — 

The  unforeseen  delays  wh.  have  retarded  the  Expedition  will 
I  apprehend  give  me  an  opertunity  of  Seeing  the  Indians  at 
Niagra  before  they  proceed,  when  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able 
to  do  good  Service  amongst  them,  and  to  Send  them  away 
strengthened  in  their  resolutions,  as  well  as  have  it  in  my  power 
to  take  some  necessary  measures  towards  the  security  and  success 
of  the  Expedition,  by  being  at  a  place,  where  I  shall  doubtless 
be  furnished  with  a  good  deal  of  necessary  intelligence.  — 

In  my  letter  of  the  1  1 ,h.  Ins'.2  I  requested  among  other  things 
that  I  might  have  an  Officer  and  about  30  Men  to  accompany 

'  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  May  11,  1764.  Ante  pp.  189-90. 
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me,  for  which  I  am  hopeful  Y ou  will  give  the  necessary  Orders, 
as  I  expect  to  set  out  by  the  14tn.  of  this  Ins*. 

There  are  a  considerable  Number  of  Indians  here  at  present 
from  the  different  Nations,  they  will  all  set  of  for  Osswego  in 
about  two  days,  some  of  them  have  brought  me  down  a  German 
Boy  taken  last  fall  to  the  Southward  by  the  Shawanese,  there 
have  been  a  good  many  Prisoners  delivered  up  this  Spring,  and  I 
shall  de  everry  thing  towards  getting  all  the  rest  out  of  the 
Enemy  hands.  — 

In  case  nothing  happens  to  overset  our  proceedings  with  the 
Senecas,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  ye.  lines  run  at  Niagra, 
agreable  to  the  preliminary  Articles,  this  is  the  more  necessary 
to  be  done  in  my  presence,  as  it  may  be  a  means  of  preventing 
future  disputes  on  that  Head,  &  reconciling  any  imediate  diffi- 
cultys  which  might  arise,  for  this  reason  I  apprehend  Your 
Orders  to  some  of  the  Engineers  will  be  necessary  that  they  may 
run  the  Courses  agreable  to  the  Articles.  — 

I  find  my  friend  Lieu'.  Co".  Eyre1  has  a  great  desire  for  going 
Home  for  a  few  Months,  but  I  believe  he  is  unwilling  to  sollicit 
You  on  the  Subject,  least  your  permission  at  this  time  could 
not  be  obtained  with  propriety,  if  it  could,  I  apprehend  he  might 
be  of  some  service  at  Home  at  this  Juncture  as  he  could  give  a 
better  State  of  our  Frontiers  &ca.  than  any  other  now  in  England, 
and  would  probably  be  asked  many  Questions  from  his  Station 
as  Cheif  Engineer,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  freedom  of  these 
hints,  and  beleive  me  to  be  with  the  most  Cordial  Esteem. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient,  and 
His  Excellency  Most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  W«.  Johnson 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Eyre. 
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P.S.  I  this  moment  received  Several  letters  from  Niagra,  by 
wh.  I  find  the  Indians  whom  I  sent  up  are  arrived  there,  and 
everry  thing  as  yet  goes  on  well.  — 

It  would  be  verry  necessary  to  order  Sixty  Meddals  of  this 
kind  or  any  other  you  please  to  be  made  by  the  best  hand  there, 
but  full  as  large  again,  as  the  enclosed  Pattern,  and  Sent  to  me 
at  Niagra,  that  I  may  give  them  to  Such  Sachims  as  Still  carry 
French  Meddals  which  they  think  a  great  deal  of,  and  it  would 
not  be  right  to  Strip  them  of  the  French,  before  I  have  English 
ones  to  give  them,  as  that  would  be  thought  by  them,  a  degra¬ 
dation. 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  June  1st. 

Received  June  9th.  1  764 

Answered  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  June  2J.  1764. 

Dear  Sir  — 

The  Indians  whom  I  sent  to  Detroit  are  this  Day  returned 
with  dispatches  from  Major  Gladwin,2  containing  a  letter  for  You 
(which  I  herewith  enclose)  and  one  for  myself  with  enclosures 
containing  an  Answer  from  ye.  Hurons  to  my  Message,  and  a 
Copy  of  the  Examination  of  a  Frenchman  touching  the  perfidy 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Detroit.  — 

I  have  also  a  letter  from  Lieu*.  Co".  Browning3  and  Another 
from  the  Indian  Officers,  acquainting  me  that  on  the  22d.  Ult°. 
they  arrived  there  with  82  Indians,  Several  more  were  to  Join 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

■  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Gladwin,  commandant  at  Detroit. 

'  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning,  commandant  at  Niagara. 
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them  in  a  few  days,  —  that  a  Serjant  and  one  Private  Sent  by 
Co11.  Browning  to  Chenussio  in  quest  of  Deserters  returned  Safe 
to  the  Fort  escorted  by  two  Senecas,  and,  that  Nation  promised 
to  send  in  search  of  them,  they  not  being  in  their  Castle. 

The  Indians  I  had  sent  to  Detroit  met  with  none  but  the 
Hurons,  who  have  sent  me  Several  Belts  in  Answer  Assureing 
me  of  their  sorrow  for  what  they  had  done,  begging  to  be  pittyed 
for  the  folly,  and  promiseing  to  live  on  ye.  strictest  terms  of  peace 
hereafter;  but  did  not  say  anything  of  meeting  me,  neither  did  it 
appear,  that  they  were  desired  so  to  do,  Which  from  one  of  your 
former  letters  I  understood  you  had  directed  Major  Gladwin 
to  acquaint  them  with,  so  that  I  dispair  of  Seeing  them,  and  as 
for  the  rest  they  keep  aloof,  many  of  them  above  the  Falls  in 
the  Miamis  River.  — 

From  what  Major  Gladwin  writes  me  it  appears  evident  that 
the  much  greater  part  of  the  French  at  Detroit,  were  not  only  the 
almost  sole  and  principal  Authors  of  ye.  War,  but  also  gave  the 
Indians  all  the  assistance  both  in  Council  and  the  Feild  which 
they  possibly  could,  this  is  now  corroborated  by  so  many  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  perfidy,  and 
heartily  wish  their  principals  may  meet  with  a  punishment  ade¬ 
quate  to  their  guilt  —  I  make  no  doubt  that  Major  Gladwins 
packet  to  You  contains  such  matters  as  are  necessary  for  your 
more  particular  information.  — 

I  am  greatly  in  want  of  a  Warrant  for  my  Disbursements  &ca., 
as  the  occasion  of  my  application  for  that  of  £.5000  was  purely 
to  purchase  such  goods  &ca.  at  ye.  cheapest  hand,  as  should  be 
wanted  for  the  Service  of  the  Campaign ;  I  have  already  bought 
to  great  part  of  that  amount,  and  some  of  them  are  already  arrived 
from  Philadelphia,  there  yet  remains  a  Warrant  for  the  Acc».  of 
past  Disbursements,  Officers  Pay  &ca.  as  f  last  Accompt  Sent 
You,  great  part  of  which  is  already  advanced  on  my  own  Credit 
to  stop  importunity,  &  therefore  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my 
troublemg  you  so  much  on  this  Subject,  which  I  should  not  have 
done,  but  from  ye.  necessity  I  am  under  to  settle  the  whole,  and 
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reimburse  myself  on  Acc'*.  of  what  I  have  already  advanced.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  Most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient  and 

Genrl.  Gage  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  June  2nd.  1  764. 
received  June  7th.  — 
answered  — 


INDIAN  INTELLIGENCE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Detroit,  June  4,  1764 ] 

In  this  month  Sir  \Vm.  Johnson  received  the  following  Intelli¬ 
gence  from  Col.  Henry  Gladwin  dated  June  the  4th.  1  764.  — 
viz*. 

Mr.  Langdoe  who  arrived  yesterday  from  Ouiattanon2  in¬ 
formed  Col.  Gladwin  that  the  Nations  thereabout,  are  all  quiet, 
and  easy,  the  Ottawa  Nation  is  on  the  Miamie  River  working  at 
their  Corn  fields,  and  divided  into  two  Bands,  the  first  or  Pon- 
diac's  is  with  Mehekan  two  leagues  above  the  first  Rapids,  which 
is  about  six  leagues  from  the  Lake,  there  are  about  twenty  two  or 
twenty  three  Cabins  from  six  to  eight  men  each.  —  the  second 
Band  is  with  Makatapanie,  and  is  ab*.  five  or  six  Leagues  higher 
up.  both  Bands  are  on  the  right  hand  shore  going  up.  —  in  the 
last  Band  there  are  about  five  or  six  Cabins.  —  N.B.  there  are 
about  six  Chippexveigh  Cabins  with  the  first  Band.  — 

On  Thursday  June  the  4th.  Mr.  Tadeaux  told  me  (James 
Grant)  in  the  presence  of  Col.  Gladwin,  and  Lieu*.  Hay3  of  the 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

Ouiatanon,  Wawiaghtonon,  at  the  junction  of  the  Tippecanoe  and 
Wabash  rivers,  near  the  site  of  present  Lafayette,  Indiana. 

3  Lieutenant  William  Hay  of  the  60th  regiment. 
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60  Regiment  that  one  Lesperance  a  Frenchman  on  his  way  to  the 
Illenois,  saw  a  letter  with  the  Ottawas  at  the  Miamie  River,  which 
he  said,  he  was  positive,  was  wrote  by  one  Babtisi  Campeau  a 
Deserter  from  the  Settlement  at  Detroit,  and  signed  by  Pondiack 
the  Savage  at  the  Illenois  intimating  that  there  were  five  hundred 
English  coming  there,  and  that  they,  the  Ottawas  must  have 
Patience.  —  that  he,  Pondiac,  was  not  to  return  until  he  had  de¬ 
feated  the  English,  —  that,  then,  he  would  come  with  an  Army 
from  the  Illenois  to  take  Detroit,  which  he  desired  they  might 
publish  to  all  the  Nations  about  —  that  Powder,  and  Ball  was 
in  as  great  Plenty  as  Water,  —  that  the  French  Commissr.  Labeff 
had  sold  above  forty  thousand  Weight  of  Powder  to  the  In¬ 
habit5.  —  that  the  English,  when  they  came  there  might  not  have 
it,  —  Tadeaux  said  there  was  another  letter  sent  to  an  Inhabitant 
at  Detroit,  on  the  same  Subject,  but  cannot  tell  in  whose  hands, 
it  is- —  Tadeaux  further  said  that  Lesperance  told  him  that 
Pondiac  on  his  way  to  the  Illenois  this  Spring,  found  some 
English  Prisoners  at  Miamie,  one  of  whom  had  beat,  a  Chief  of 
that  Place.  —  that  Pondiac  told  them  they  should  burn  him, 
and  on  their  not  Complying,  threatned  to  destroy  their  Nation, 
on  which  Threat,  that  that  Prisoner  was  burnt,  and  another 
Shot  — 

Signed  — 

James  Grant.  — 

NB  —  This  Baptist  Campeau  ~] 
was  Pondiac’s  Secretary  all  ' 

last  Summer 

FROM  RALPH  BURTON 

A.L.  S.1 


Montreal,  June  ye.  6lh.  1764. 


Sr.  — 

By  Lieu1.  Donnellan2  I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 


1  In  New  York  Public  Library. 

2  Lieutenant  John  Ormsby  Donellan  of  the  60th  regiment. 
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22d  of  May.1  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  all  the  intelligence 
you  are  so  good  as  to  give  me. 

I  hope  the  Cacknawagas,2 3  who  set  of  for  Fort  Johnson,  are 
arrived,  a  second  Detatchment  of  them  set  of  for  Oswego  yester¬ 
day.  This  Castle  have  behaved  well,  those  of  the  Canasadago 
Castle,  we  shall  never  have  any  good  of,  so  long  as  those  Priests 
of  Sf.  Sulpice,  have  such  Property  there. 

I  have  had  a  Message  from  the  Messasagoes,  to  make  Peace 
but  I  did  not  choose  to  hear  them,  but  refered  them  to  you;  I 
told  them  of  this  Congress  you  were  to  have  at  Niagara,  where 
they  would  be  heard,  they  begin  to  be  pinched;  this  total  stop 
to  Indian  Trade,  distresses  them  greatly.  What  those  Messasagas 
are  so  keen  about  Makeing  Peace  for,  is,  to  Trade  at  Fort  Wm. 
Augustus '  which  until  affairs  are  settled  would  not  be  prudent. 

they  have  brought  on  a  Man  and  Woman,  they  took  from 
Oswegatgi  last  Fall. 

I  am  at  present  very  much  occupied  as  such  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  brevity  of  this  Scroll. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  your  Congress  may  have  all  the  good 
effects  you  can  desire 

Mrs  Burton  begs  her  best  respect  to  you. 

and  I  am  Sr  With 
great  respect  and  esteem 
your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

To  SR  William 

Johnson  Bar*.  &c  &c.  R  Burton.4 

1  Destroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  225. 

2  Caghnawagas,  emigrants  from  the  Mohawks  who  settled  at  Sault  St. 
Louis,  near  Montreal.  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:242. 

3  Formerly  Fort  Levis. 

Major  General  Ralph  Burton,  who  succeeded  Gage  as  governor  of 
Canada  when  the  latter,  in  1763,  succeeded  Amherst  as  commander  in 
chief  for  North  America. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  June  9th.  1764. 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  ye.  28th.  Ult°.,2  together 
with  the  order  to  the  Officers  on  the  Communication  for  a  party 
of  Men.  — 

As  the  Troops  who  can  be  spared  with  me  must  from  the 
weakness  of  the  Garrisons  be  verry  few,  tho  it  is  necessary  I 
should  be  accompanied  to  Niagra  by  at  least  30,  I  purpose  to 
take  8  of  the  33  th.  from  my  own  Garrison,  &  Settle  wth.  Co11. 
Bradstreet  about  the  remainder,  which  I  am  induced  to  require 
as  well  to  make  some  appearance  amongst  the  Inds.  as  for  my  own 
Security  Agst  any  Straggleing  partys  of  the  Delawares  &ca.  who 
are  sufficiently  Irritated  agst.  me,  and  must  all  know  of  my  in¬ 
tended  Journey. 

I  am  not  yet  determined  on  returning  by  ye.  North  Side  of  the 
Lake,  it  will  depend  on  the  intelligence  I  may  receive  &  the 
disposition  I  find  the  Indians  in.  I  have  procured  a  Boat  to  be 
made  by  Co11.  Bradstreet.  —  The  Tents  are  I  hear  arrived 
at  Schenectady,  but  the  want  of  a  Sufficient  Number  of  Oil 
Cloaths,  will  I  fear  occasion  much  of  the  goods  being  spoiled. 

The  Indians  about  Detroit  appear  well  disposed  &  know  it  is 
not  our  Interest  to  destroy  them,  this,  they  have  long  beleived, 
tho  it  will  have  but  verry  little  weight  with  so  Jealous  a  People, 
who  from  our  rapacious  desire  of  Lands  beleive  we  have  them 
solely  in  view,  which  once  obtained  they  expect  to  be  enslaved, 
this  is  what  has  been,  and  is  likely  to  be  instilled  into  their  heads 
by  many  French,  &  some  imprudent  People  of  our  own,  who 
have  often  cast  out  such  Threats,  all  which  has  had  a  bad  effect, 
but  in  my  opinion,  the  cheif  thing  is,  that  the  Indians  expect  who- 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:432-34. 
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ever  possesses  Posts,  or  carrys  on  Trade  in  their  Country  must 
pay  them  for  it,  altho  they  make  use  of  the  other  Argument  to 
account  for  any  act  of  Hostility. 

The  Abuses  in  trade,  and  dealings  with  the  Indians  have  cer¬ 
tainly  been  many  &  grave,  and  should  be  strictly  prevented  for 
the  future  to  leave  them  no  cause  of  complaint  on  that  Head. 
This,  if  duely  attended  to,  and  that  the  Government  will  be 
satisfied  of  the  necessity  there  is  for  meeting  the  Indians  fre¬ 
quently  &  repeating  our  engagements,  as  well  as  bestowing  some 
favours  upon  them  will  secure  our  Frontiers  &  preserve  our  Trade 
on  a  better  &  more  secure  footing,  than  we  can  ever  expect  it 
by  any  other  method  we  can  practice.  —  The  People  are  all 
eager  for  Trade  altho  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  Indians 
feel  the  want  of  it  a  little  longer,  but  as  this  cannot  be  well 
denyed  to  those  who  may  come  into  Terms  at  Niagra,  I  could 
wish  the  Governours  of  the  Several  Provinces  who  are  to  grant 
Passes  for  the  Indian  Trade  would  subject  all  frauds  to  a  proper 
punishment,  by  makemg  the  Traders  enter  into  Recognizance  in 
Sums  proportioned  to  their  Number  of  Boats.  —  this  appears  to 
me  highly  necessary,  and  I  flatter  myself  You  will  think  it  worthy 
recommendation.  — 

I  am  hopefull  You  will  also  agree  with  me  in  opinion  that 
Osswego,  Niagra,  Detroit,  &  Fort  Pitt  will  be  the  best  &  most 
Secure  places  for  Trade,  where  the  Propertys  of  the  Traders 
will  be  secured  from  any  dissaffected  Indians,  to  which  they  prove 
a  great  temptation  at  the  small  Posts,  &  the  Traders  under  the 
Fye  of  a  Feild  Officer  or  Captn.  will  be  much  more  cautious  in 
their  dealings,  especially  if  such  Officer  is  impowered  on  their 
committing  frauds  in  trade  to  banish  them  from  the  Posts,  and 
on  Sending  an  Accu.  of  the  nature  of  the  Offence  they  forfeit 
their  recognizance  wth.  the  Governour.  I  have  now  wrote  ye. 
Lieu*.  Govr.  of  this  Province  on  yl.  Head:  — The  Posts  I  have 
mentioned,  will  answer  everry  purpose  of  Trade,  and  are  as  con¬ 
veniently  scituated  as  there  is  any  occasion  for  without  being 
exposed  to  the  risque,  to  which  the  rest  are  so  liable.  — 
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I  am  sorry  for  the  Obstruction  given  to  Major  Loftus,1  tho  I 
think  it  was  lucky  the  Tenicas  &ca.  attacked  him  before  He 
could  advance  farther  up  the  River,  where  he  must  unavoidably 
have  been  overpowered  by  Numbers,  the  necessitty  of  gratifying 
them  with  favours  or  paying  some  Tribute  for  ye.  possession  of 
Illinois,  as  well  as  our  more  Northeren  possessions  is  verry  clear. 
We  have  been  oblidged  to  do  the  same  with  many  States  in 
Africa  we  dispise  notwithstanding  they  have  often  committed 
as  many  Acts  of  cruelty  as  were  ever  done  by  any  Indians  In 
America.  — 

I  hope  to  set  out  about  the  14th.,  and  shall  on  my  way  to 
Niagra,  make  you  acquainted  with  anything  wh.  may  occur 
worthy  your  knowledge.  I  shall  be  glad  on  my  way  &  there  to 
receive  any  farther  instructions  You  may  think  necessary,  and 
You  may  rely  on  my  utmost  endeavours  to  accomplish  the  end 
of  my  Journey  to  your  Satisfaction.  —  as  I  am 

with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  and 

His  Excellency  most  Humble  Servant 

General  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

P.S.  In  order  to  facilitate  ye.  establishm'. 
of  the  Illinois,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  a  proper 
Person  to  the  Indians  of  Mississipi  to  Treat  with 
them,  assure  them  of  our  pacific  disposition,  y*. 
they  shall  have  a  fair  &  plentiful  trade,  &  to  back 
the  whole  with  a  suitable  present;  the  Westeren  Indians 
would  not  have  suffered  us  to  take  possession  of 
Detroit,  but  from  the  precaution  I  took  in  sending 
Mr.  Croghan  to  prepare  them  for  it.  — 


1  Major  Arthur  Loftus  of  the  22d  regiment. 
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INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
June  9  th.  1  764 
received  June  23. 
answered  — 


FROM  JOHN  PENN 

A.L.  S.1 


Sir  — 


Philadelphia  June  9th.  1764 


I  have  receiv’d  an  account  this  morning  of  the  Indians  having 
committed  Several  murders  upon  our  frontiers  near  fort  Loudon 
and  by  a  letter  which  I  have  seen  from  the  back  parts  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  at  least  An  hundred  people  have  been  murder’d  Scalpt 
and  taken  prisoners  in  the  back  Settlements  of  that  Province. 

I  have  had  some  thoughts  of  offering  an  handsome  reward 
for  Scalps,  but  least  such  a  measure  should  interfere  with  any 
plan,  you  may  intend  to  put  in  execution;  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  your  Sentiments  upon  it.  what  I  am  most  apprehensive  of, 
is,  that  some  friendly  Indian  might  Suffer  by  it,  which  would  be 
of  very  bad  consequence ;  were  it  not  for  this,  I  am  persuaded  this 
Step  would  be  attended  with  great  success  especially  as  the 
people  in  this  Province  are  very  desirous  of  it  and  have  men¬ 
tion’d  it  in  Several  petitions  to  me.  Your  immediate  answer  to  this 
will  be  very  agreable  to  me,  as  I  am  much  press’d  upon  the  oc¬ 
casion. 

You  would  much  oblige  me  if  you  would  enquire  whether  there 
is  any  truth  in  a  Story  told  by  one  David  Owens2  who  is  now  in 
this  Town,  it  is  this;  that  he  deserted  from  Cap'.  Allen  M ’Cleans 
Independent  Company,  at  Fort  Harcoman,  on  the  Mohocks 
River  and  went  toward  Shirman’s  Valley,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
by  three  Indian  Hunters,  who  carried  him  to  Wighalousin,  where 
he  remaind  one  year;  but  was  absent  altogether  four  years  and 
an  half  among  the  Indians  upon  the  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna ; 
but  about  two  months  ago,  left  the  Indians  and  return’d  to  the 

1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

2  A  deserter  who  lived  among  the  Shawnees. 
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Frontiers  of  this  Province,  he  went  from  Red  Bank  Situate  on 
the  N.  East  branch  of  Susquehanna  seven  miles  above  Diahoga1 
with  nine  Indians,  who  were  going  to  the  Middle  River  to  join 
another  party  with  an  intent  to  fall  upon  our  frontiers,  he  says 
the  third  night  after  he  left  Red  Bank,  he  killd  seven  of  the 
Indians  he  was  with:  three  men,  two  women  and  two  Children, 
but  only  Scalpt  five;  among  whom  were  Nepenase  and  Neshack- 
pawagy  both  Munsies  (I  don’t  know  whether  you  will  be  able 
to  make  out  their  Names  by  my  Spelling.)  The  rest  of  their 
names  he  did  not  know,  he  brought  down  a  white  boy  who  was 
taken  last  fall  between  Walpack  and  Chapnuck  in  crossing  the 
Delaware  in  a  flat,  this  fellow  has  not  the  best  of  Character; 
for  which  reason  we  are  afraid  to  let  him  go,  till  we  can  get  some 
account,  as  to  the  manner  of  his  getting  possession  of  these 
Scalps ;  for  he  certainly  produc’d  five  fresh  Scalps,  his  own  story 
of  this  Matter  Seems  very  unlikely ;  you  may  possibly  come  at  the 
truth  of  this  matter  from  some  Indians  who  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  fact. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  one  of  your  letters  relating  to  the 
lands  the  Conistogoe  Indians  liv’d  upon,  I  am  to  inform  you 
that  the  whole  tract  was  fairly  purchas’d ;  and  these  poor  people 
had  five  hundred  acres,  which  they  were  sufferd  to  live  upon  as 
friends  and  allies,  they  never  had  any  deed  for  it,  or  any  other 
title  to  it  than  the  liberty  given  them  by  the  Proprietors  to  remain 
there  as  long  as  they  liv’d  and  their  Children  after  them.  I  wish 
you  success  in  your  treaty  and  am  with  much  Esteem 

Sir  — 

Your  most  obedient 
hble  Servant 

John  Penn2 


SR.  William  Johnson  — 


1  Tioga. 

2  John  Penn,  son  of  Richard  Penn,  and  grandson  of  William  Penn, 
founder  of  Pennsylvania.  After  the  death  of  Richard  Penn,  he  and  his 
uncle,  Thomas  Penn,  became  sole  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
lieutenant  governor  of  Pennsylvania  at  intervals  between  1  763  and  1776. 
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INDORSED: 

Philadelphia  June  9th.  1  764 


From  Govr.  Penn 

INDIAN  INTELLIGENCE 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Detroit  June  9-1  1 ,  1764 ] 

Further  Intelligence  from  Col.  Gladwin  dated  Detroit  June 
9*.  1 764  — 

This  day  a  small  Party  of  Powtawatamies  arrived  here  who  in¬ 
formed  that  an  Indian  was  come  from  the  Illenois  to  Sl. 
Joseph’s  who  told  them  that  he  had  been  in  Council  with  Pon- 
diac  at  the  Ilenois,  —  that  Mr.  Denyon2  told  him  he  was  glad 
to  see  him,  and  hoped  that  his  Senses  were  come  to  him  —  that 
Pondiac  then  took  a  large  Belt  and  laid  it  before  him,  saying, 
— “My  Father,  the  reason  of  my  Journey  here  is  to  get  you, 
and  all  your  Allies  to  Join,  and  go  with  me  against  the  English; 
upon  which  Mr.  Denyon  took  the  Belt,  and  said  to  him,  —  “Your 
Speech  much  surprizes  me,  as  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  received 
my  Message,  whereby  I  informed  you  that  the  French,  and 
English  were  but  One,"  then  returned  the  Belt.  —  that  Pondiac 
then  took  the  Belt  back,  and  with  different  Belts  importuned 
Denyon  on  the  same  subject  —  that  at  last  Mr.  Denyon  grew 
angry  &  kicked  it  from  him,  asking  him  (Pondiac)  if  he  had  not 
heard  what  he  had  said  to  him.  —  Mr.  Deneyon  then  addressed 
himself  to  the  Illenois  Indians,  and  told  them,  that,  “they  saw  him 
that  day  in  the  Fort,  but  perhaps  they  would  see  their  Brothers 
the  English  the  next  day,  and  exhorted  them  to  live  in  Amity  with 
them,  which  he  said  he  made  no  doubt  of  their  doing,  as  their 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Major  Pierre  Joseph  Neyon  de  Villiers,  French  commandant. 
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Sentiments  were  very  good.  —  That  Pondiac,  then  asked  Mr. 
Deneyon  for  some  Rum,  who  gave  them  a  small  Kegg,  which 
he  took  to  one  of  the  Villages,  and  with  a  red  Belt  exhorted 
them  to  sing  the  War  Song  with  him,  which  some  of  them  did 
when  drunk,  but  were  sorry  for  it  when  sober,  —  that  the  Indian 
who  brought  this  account,  said  that  he  saw  three  English  Officers 
before  he  left  the  lllenois  that  had  been  sent  before,  the  Army 
not  being  far  off  with  a  large  body  of  Indians.  — 

June  the  10th.  —  That  on  this  day  Tieaia 1  a  Wiandott,  chief  of 
this  Place  arrived  here  from  Sanduskey  where  he  had  been  to 
carry  Sir  William  Johnson’s  Speech,  who  says  that  after  he  had 
delivered  it  to  the  Chiefs,  and  left  it  to  their  Deliberation,  the 
great  Chief,  Big  Jacob  got  up  and  thanked  him  for  the  trouble 
he  had  been  at  to  bring  it,  and  that  immediately  the  whole  of 
them  went  out,  after  he  had  delivered  it  —  that  he  advised  them 
to  come  to  their  Senses,  but  in  case  they  did  not,  it  was  their 
own  Affair.  (Aaron  says  they  made  great  Game  of  Teata  for 
speaking  so  to  them).  —  Four  days  after,  they  came  back,  and 
asked  Teata  to  come,  and  hear  what  they  had  to  say  in  answer. 

—  that  the  first  Belt  they  gave  him,  was  a  Repitition  of  Sr.  Wm  s. 
Speech,  —  that  then  they  took  another,  saying,  “Sir  Wm.  asks 
the  reason  why  he  struck  the  English,  —  we  think  he  ought  to 
know  better  than  any  body.  —  Yes!  said  they,  tis  Sir  Wm.  that 
ought  to  know:  —  but  since  the  Senecas  have  made  Peace  with 
the  English,  and  him,  tell  him  it  was  they  that  first  embroiled  the 
Earth,  and  were  the  first  Cause  of  what  has  been  done.  —  That 
they  then  took  another  Belt,  and  said,  — “Sir  Wm.  and  the  Six 
Nations  want  that  we  should  own  our  folly,  and  find  words  to 
excuse  ourselves,  that  we  may  be  again  set  right.  —  You  will 
tell  him  by  this  Belt,  which  you  are  charged  to  deliver  to  him, 

—  that  for  what  is  past,  it  is  past,  that  we  have  yet  done  no 

1  Theata,  described  as  a  good  Huron  in  The  Journal  of  Pontiac's 
Conspiracy,  pp.  19,  82. 
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harm  —  that  since  last  summer  we  have  kept  our  Young  men 
quiet,  for  which  reason  we  think  the  Breach  might  be  easily 
made  up,  —  and  tell  him  also,  we  shall  keep  them  quiet  the 
Summer,  when  we  think  we  shall  be  reconciled.  — 

Gave  the  Belt.  — 

Two  Mohocks  who  came  with  T eata  say  that  they  were  told 
by  the  Hurons  of  Sanduskey  that  they  would  not  tell  Teata  the 
Result  of  a  Council  they  had  with  the  ShaiOanese,  which  was, 
“that  they  went  to  try  to  take  Fort  Pit  by  Treachery,  and  if  they 
failed  there,  they  were  to  go  to  the  Frontiers,  —  that  whilst  they 
were  at  the  Delaware  Village,  thirty  small  Parties  went  out 
against  the  Inhabits.  of  the  Frontiers.  —  say  also  that  the  Flurons 
of  Sanduskey  laughed  at  Teata  behind  his  back,  and  called  him 
Fool  for  believing  what  Sir  William  had  said,  and  for  bringing 
such  a  Message  —  that  though  Sir  Wm.  said  they  might  be 
friends,  it  could  never  be  until  all  the  English,  except  Traders 
went  from  this  Place,  meaning  Detroit,  —  that  their  Cods  tell 
them  they  must  make  War,  and  Peace  for  seven  Years,  at  the 
end  of  which  by  force  of  treachery  during  that  time  all  the 
English  would  be  drove  away,  and  that  then  they  would  have 
Peace,  and  not  ’till  then.  —  that  the  Delawares,  Shawanese, 
and  Hurons  of  Sanduskey  say  the  English  are  fools,  —  that  they 
can  make  friends  with  them  when  they  please,  and  Tomahawk 
them  the  next  day.  —  that  the  English  always  told  them  that  they 
had  as  many  men  as  there  were  leaves  on  the  trees,  —  but  that 
they  look  upon  one  Indian  as  good  as  a  thousand  of  them,  and 
that  nothwithstanding  they  are  but  Mice  in  Comparison  to  them, 
they  will  bite  as  hard  as  they  can.  —  that  the  Hurons  of  Sandus¬ 
key  told  them  they  were  very  sorry  that  Sir  Wm.  was  coming  here, 
as  they  imagined  by  that  he  wanted  to  leave  his  Bones  there.  — 
that  whilst  they  were  at  the  Shawanese  Village,  the  French  from 
the  Mississippi  sent  them  a  Present  of  Powder,  of  which  they  saw 
three  Barrels.  —  that  the  Onondagas  which  Sir  Wm.  had  sent 
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agst.  the  Shawanese,  came  to  one  of  their  Villages  where  they 
(the  two  Mohawks)  were,  who  being  asked  what  they  came  for, 
answered,  “we  are  come  to  Scalp  you.”  —  that  then  one 
Kayenghshoutong  said,  “here  take  these,  (giving  them  two  old 
Scalps  that  he  had  newly  painted)  go  home,  and  tell  Sir  Wm., 
Y ou  have  scalped  some  Shawanese,  —  upon  which  they  returned, 
—  that  the  above  mentioned  Indians  were  the  cause  of  their 
not  striking  against  the  Shawanese,  but  that  it  was  different  with 
the  T uscaroras,  for  that  they  had  lost  three  men.  —  That  Mr.  S*. 
Martin1 2  the  Interpreter  told  Colonel  Gladwin  that  the  Hurons 
of  this  place  told  him  that  if  Peace  was  made  with  the  Shaw¬ 
anese  Delawares,  and  Hurons  of  Sanduskey,  it  would  be  very 
bad,  and  not  lasting.  — 

Sir  William  received  the  following  Intelligence  from 
of  wch.  the  following  is  a  Copy.  — 

On  my  Arrival  at  the  Falls  of  the  Miamie  River  the  1  llh.  of 
May  last  where  Pondiack  and  a  great  many  Ottawas  and  Wyan- 
dots  live,  I  was  much  Surprized  at  the  general  uneasiness  which 
prevailed  amongst  them.  —  Pondiac  in  particular  told  me  that  he 
could  have  no  Rest  for  evil  Birds  coming  &  whispering  bad  news 
in  his  Ears,  saying  that  the  Spaniards  were  to  come  to  the 
Illenois,  and  that  they  and  their  fathers  the  French  would  Join 
with  the  Indians  to  drive  the  English  out  of  the  Country.  —  when 
I  asked  him  for  his  Authors,  he  would  name  no  particular 
Person,  but  told  me  they  were  French  Traders  that  came  fre¬ 
quently  up  that  River  — 

On  the  1  7th.  May  whilst  I  was  at  the  Miamies,  two  French, 
and  one  Englishman  arrived  there  Express  from  the  Illenois  bound 
to  Fort  Pit  who  informed  me  that  the  Indians  there  were  very 
uneasy  that  Mr.  Croghan  had  not  come,  or  sent  some  Person  to 
make  a  lasting  Peace  with  them,  as  the  French  were  continually 


1  Jacques  St.  Martin. 

2  Name  missing  in  the  manuscript.  Probably  it  was  Henry  Gladwin. 
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buzzing  in  their  Ears  that  the  English  had  a  large  Party  of 
Indians  at  hand  to  cut  them  off  for  the  Mischief  they  had  done 
to  Mr.  Croghan,  and  his  Party  the  Year  before,  and  persuading 
them  to  leave  their  Settlements,  and  fly  to  the  other  Side  of  the 
Mississippi  to  them  their  Fathers  for  Relief,  and  that  the  Inter¬ 
preter,  and  the  Gentleman  who  are  appointed  to  take  care  of  the 
Post,  were  obliged  to  go  constantly  armed  for  fear  the  Indians 
would  fall  upon,  and  kill  them,  —  all  Occasioned  by  the  Distrust 
the  French  had  Created  in  them,  of  the  English.  —  And  when  I 
came  to  Detroit,  I  was  greatly  perplexed  on  account  of  the  French 
People  telling  the  Indians  that  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  had  not  sent 
for  them,  but  that  I  was  bringing  them  down  to  Oswego  of  my 
own  accord,  —  and  that  they  might  expect  to  be  all  put  to  death, 
as  soon  as  they  came  there,  which  Suspended  their  Resolutions 
so  long,  that  it  created  much  more  Expence  to  the  Crown  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  been,  and  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to 
move  them.  —  and,  even  the  day  I  left  Detroit,  some  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  offered  to  hold  me  any  Bet  that  I  would  never  get  them 
down.  — 

FROM  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Schenactady  I0h.  June  1764 
Sir 

\  ours  of  this  date'  I  have  just  this  Moment  got.  Except  Fort 
Stanwix,  where  thir  is  nine  Men  of  the  55h.  &  Some  discharg’d 
Invahdes  of  the  1  7h.,  there  is  not  a  Regular  till  we  get  to  Oswego 
that  I  know  of,  and  but  twenty  or  thirty  Provincials.  As  I  pass 
I  shall  leave  every  man  that  can  be  spar’d  at  any  of  the  Posts  of 
the  last  mention  d  P eople  for  Y  ou,  and  if  any  thing  can  be  done 
more  at  Oswego  it  will  be  done;  a  Vessell  Shall  be  kept  for  You 
if  possible  to  be  got  in  time  and  when  You  are  at  Niagara  I  shall 
order  the  Garrison  to  furnish  you  as  Many  Men  as  they  can 

1  E  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:445-46. 
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possibly  for  your  protiction  there.  Should  we  be  gone  before  you 
get  to  Oswego  a  Vessell  will  be  your  safest  Surest  way. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  am  so  unwell  still  as  not  to  be  able  to  ride  to 
Johnson  Hall  &  thereby  miss  of  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  You. 
I  shall  call  at  Fort  Johnson  to  Morrow  as  I  pass  and  shall  be 
much  oblig’d  to  You  for  sending  me  any  hints  You  would  have 
me  attend  to  respecting  the  Indians  which  are  to  go  with  Us,  if 
any  thing  more  than  what  You  have  already  mention’d;  and  pray 
mention  if  You  would  have  any  Provincials  left,  if  to  be  found 
at  the  Posts,  for  You  as  I  pass.  They  are  but  a  poor  Security 
I  own. 

I  am 

Sir  Your  Most  Obedient 
humble  Servant 


Sir  William  Johnson  Bar1. 


Jn°.  Bradstreet 


INDORSED:1 

June  10th.  1764 — 
Co11.  Bradstreets’  letter 


HEADS  FOR  COLONEL  BRADSTREET’S  INSPECTION 


A.  D2 3 

Heads  for  Co11.  Bradstreets  Inspection 


[June  12,  1764]a 


1st.  It  will  be  necessary  on  Seeing  the  Indians  to  address  them 
with  affability,  &  make  a  short  Speech  to  them,  expressing  his 
satisfaction  at  seeing  so  many  of  them  assembled,  wishing  them 
always  to  act  such  a  part,  &  remember  their  engagements  lately 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library. 

3  Date  fixed  by  record  in  Journal  of  Indian  Affairs  for  this  date,  post 
p.  236.  These  memoranda  were  given  to  Col.  Bradstreet,  perhaps  verbally, 
at  Fort  Johnson  as  he  passed  up  the  Mohawk  on  his  expedition.  See  also 
Bradstreet’s  request  for  these  hints  in  his  letter  for  June  10,  1764, 
ante  pp.  230-3 1 . 
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entered  into  with  me,  whereby  they  have  gained  credit,  &  that 
it  will  not  fail  to  endear  them  to  the  English  &ca.  This  the  Inds. 
will  think  much  of,  &  the  neglect  of  it  however  trifleing  it  may 
appear  will  produce  a  discontent  amgsl.  them. 

2d.  To  See  that  they  are  properly  cloathed,  &  armed,  also 
victualled  plentifully,  with  a  Dram  likewise  Moms.  &  Even?, 
which  ye  officers  will  see  done,  if  ordered  by  You.  — 

3d.  That  as  the  Indians  have  their  own  particular  customs,  & 
have  been  used  to  frequent  councils  &ca  from  the  beginning, 
they  may  frequently  express  a  desire  to  speak  to  the  Commanding 
officer,  on  which  occasion,  if  they  are  some  times  indulged  with 
a  patient  hearing  they  will  act  wth.  greater  ardour  &  spirit.  — 

4th.  That  whenever  any  unexpected  or  sudden  movement  is 
made,  they  may  be  always  told  of  it  in  form,  &  some  reasons  as¬ 
signed  for  so  doing,  this  is  of  the  highest  importance,  &  cannot 
safely  be  neglected.  The  French  used  often  to  consult  them,  if 
they  differed  in  sentiments,  the  French  gave  reasons  for  their 
designs,  if  they  agreed,  the  French  artfully  told  them,  that  they 
thanked  them  for  their  advice,  wh.  they  were  determined  to 
follow. 

5th.  That  the  length  of  the  Boats,  especially  in  Lake  Erie  where 
there  are  high  Short  Seas  frequently,  may  endanger  their  backs, 
to  prevent  wh.,  it  is  proposed,  that  the  boats  be  furnished  like  the 
Birch  Canoes,  with  good  Poles  the  length  of  ye.  Boat  on  which 
let  the  provisions  &ca.  rest,  &  the  boats  will  be  infinitely  stiffer, 
&  abler  to  stand  the  Short  Seas.  —  and  as  the  Beach  of  the 
Lakes  are  verry  unsafe  from  ye.  sudden  winds  wh.  rise  there,  the 
Rivers  or  Creeks  are  the  safest  Landing. 

6th.  On  a  Supposition  that  the  army  goes  by  ye.  South  Side  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  that  Co11.  Boquet  be  to  act  in  concert,  an  Express 
might  be  sent  from  Prisque  Isle1  to  Fort  Pitt.  —  from  Cayuhaga 


1  Presque  Isle,  on  the  site  of  Erie,  Pa. 
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River  a  Body  of  Indians,  &  light  Troops  to  go  against  the  Dela¬ 
wares  &  Shawanese  &ca.  liveing  on  the  Muskingum  River  & 
its  Branches,  might  do  great  execution.  — 

From  Sandusky  River,  a  Body  of  light  Troops  &  the  Indians 
might  be  sent  with  a  good  prospect  of  success  to  the  great  plains 
of  Scioto  where  the  Major  part  of  the  Enemy  are  assembled, 
and  I  beleive  ready  to  fly  at  the  approach  of  a  body  of  Troops 
and  Indians.  —  Sandusky  Seems  the  best  place  for  carrying  on 
any  thing  agst.  them  Nations,  and  is  the  Rout  by  wL  our  Indians 
all  along  expected  to  proceed  agst.  the  Delawares  &  Shawanese. 

7th.  It  will  be  of  much  Service  to  shew  kindness  to  the  Cheif 
Warriors  of  Each  Nation,  whom  (if  approved  of)  the  Indian 
officers  will  point  out.  —  or  introduce. 

8lh.  Also  Some  provisions  to  be  delivered  at  ye.  Royal  Block 
house  at  Oneida  Lake  for  the  use  of  ye.  Oneida  &  Tuscarora 
Indians,  whose  Familys  will  want  it  much  in  their  Absence.  &  is 
expected  by  them.  — 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  June  2-14,  1764 ] 

June  2d.  —  On  this  day  Peter,2 3  and  his  two  Sons  with  Jacob" 
arrived  here  from  Detroit,  with  Letters  in  answer  to  the  Generals, 
and  Sir  Wms.  sent  last  Winter  to  Major  Gladwin  Commandant 
there ;  they  also  brought  Sir  Wm.  answers  to  his  Belts  sent  at  the 
same  time  to  the  Hurons.4  — 

3d.  —  The  Cognawageys  being  all  met,  also  the  Oneidas,  and 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  A  Mohawk  Indian. 

3  A  Mohawk  Indian  called  Captain  Jacob. 

4  Ante  pp.  227-28. 
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Senecas,  their  Speaker  delivd.  Sir  William  a  Belt,  whereby  they 
desired,  that  after  the  Campaign  was  over,  if  any  of  their 
People  should  be  made  Prisoners,  they  might  be  restored  to 
them.  —  in  answer  to  which  Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  would  use 
his  Interest  with  the  General  to  that  purpose  on  behalf  of  those 
who  were  least  concerned  against  him,  or  who  might  be  led  into 
the  War  by  others  against  their  Will.  — 

3th.  —  Sir  Wm.  Clothed  62  Cognawageys,  and  armed  the  most 
of  them  for  War,  after  which  he  desired  they  would  make  ready 
to  set  off  the  next  day  for  Oswego,  so  as  to  be  there  with  all  the 
rest  on  the  1 5  ins1.  —  On  the  6th.  they  made  several  Complaints. 

—  first  chiefly  on  account  of  their  not  being  allowed  to  pass  any 
Post  without  a  Passport,  and  their  [having]  been  often  fired 
upon,  which  is  what  they  have  ever  been  Strangers  to,  and 
therefore  begged  they  might  not  for  the  future  be  obliged  to  ask 
for  Passes  on  every  Occasion.  —  2d,y.  for  Powder,  as  they  could 
not  get  any  to  Hunt,  or  even  shoot  Pidgeons  with.  —  3d'y.  that 
some  good  man  might  be  appointed  in  the  Room  of  Lotteridge.1 

—  Sir  Wm.  assigned  them  the  reason  for  their  first,  and  second 
Complaint,  and  told  them  that  as  soon  as  he  had  punished  those 
Indians  who  were  in  arms  against  him,  and  who  were  the  sole 
Cause  of  their  Complaint,  every  thing  should  be  properly  settled, 

—  as  to  their  third  Demand,  he  promised  it  should  be  complied 
with  as  soon  as  possibly  he  could  —  so  Ended 


7th.  —  Seven  Cayugas  arrived  here  in  four  days  from  their  Castle, 
being  sent  by  their  Sachims,  and  head  VCarnors  to  assure  Sir 
Wm.  of  the  Sincerity  of  their  late  Professions  of  Friendship  made 
to  him  at  the  last  General  Meeting,  —  that  nothing  shou’d  alter 
their  Resolutions,  and  to  beg  that  he  would  be  as  sincere,  and 
steadfast,  and  not  hearken  to  any  lying  Chirping  Birds,  which 
fly  back,  and  forward  with  evil  reports  but  to  depend  upon  what 
the  Cayuga  Sachims,  and  head  Warriors  had  promised]  when 

last  here  ~  A  Belt  — 


Captain  John  Lottridge  ol  the  Indian  service,  who  was  drowned. 
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One  of  the  Cayugas  wth.  3  Strings  of  Wampum  addressed 
Sir  Wm.  viz1. 

Brother.  — 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  by  Order  of  the  Sachims  that  they 
are  affraid  they  may  have  disobliged  you,  though  without  any 
intention  of  so  doing,  by  harboring  some  of  the  Delawares 
amongst  us.  —  the  Case  is  this;  —  when  at  Lancaster  last  Year 
at  the  Meeting  then  held  there,  they  desired  of  us  Protection,  and 
a  place  of  Residence,  as  they  were  then  living  in  the  Road  of  the 
Warriors  who  were  daily  going  out  to  war  against  your  People; 
—  We  out  of  Pity  to  them,  then  promised  them  liberty  of  settling 
amongst  us,  as  we  never  heard  of  their  having  any  hand  in  the 
War  against  you,  for  which  they  were  very  thankfull,  and  this 
Spring  they  reminded  us  of  our  Promise,  and  begged  we  would 
take  them  up  by  the  hand  to  our  Country,  which  we  have  done 
to  the  amount  of  ten  families,  and  thought  we  were  doing  well, 
as  we  knew  the  Governor  of  Philad13.  had  also  taken  a  number 
of  them  under  his  Protection,  but  we  now  understand  by  some 
Expressions  of  yours  that  you  was  displeased  at  it,  and  looked 
upon  us  in  a  bad  light  for  so  doing.  —  We  beg  that  you  will  not 
imagine  we  would  harbour  any  who  were  your  Enemies ;  —  no, 
these  People,  you  know  were  not  concerned  in  any  of  the  Hos¬ 
tilities  against  you,  wherefore  our  Chiefs  beg  you  will  not  be 
angry  at  their  receiving  them.  —  Those  of  the  Squash-Cutter  s 
Party  whom  you  imagined  we  took  amongst  us,  are  at  Chenussio, 
and  thereabouts,  it  will  give  our  Nation  Pleasure  to  find  you  of 
a  different  way  of  thinking  when  you  have  heard  the  truth  of  the 
affair.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

8th.  —  Sir  Wm.  made  the  following  Answer  —  viz*.  — 

Brethn.  of  Coghnawagey.  — 

I  am  glad  to  see  you,  and  to  hear  that  your  Nation  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  keep  up  to  the  Engagements  which  they,  at  the  last  gen- 
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eral  Meeting  entered  into.  —  it  is  what  is  expected  of  you  by  all 
your  Brethren  the  English,  and  I  cannot  sufficiently  recommend 
a  strict  Observance  thereof  to  you,  as  that  will  be  a  means  of 
your  happiness  and  what  will  cause  us  to  keep  up  our  Engage¬ 
ments  with  you.  —  tell  your  Nations  I  shall  regard  no  lying 
Birds,  or  Tale  Carriers,  but  form  my  Judgement  from  your  Con¬ 
duct,  and  Actions.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  must  own  to  you,  that  on  being  told  by  the  Senecas  that  you 
had  recd.  seventy  Warriors,  with  a  number  of  old,  and  Young 
besides  of  the  Squashcutters  Party,  I  was  as  much  surprized,  as 
displeased,  that  you  who  are  a  sensible  People  should  act  a  Part 
so  inconsistent  with  your  Interest,  and  so  Opposite  to  the  Agree¬ 
ments,  and  Resolutions  lately  entered  into  by  you  here  in  the 
Presence  of  all  the  Nations:  but  as  you  now  assure  me  it  is  a 
wrong  Charge,  I  am  well  pleased,  and  I  desire  you  will  Return 
with  all  Speed,  and  tell  your  Nation  so,  and  that  I  expect  they 
with  their  Nephews  (now  settled  amongst  them)  will  muster 
Strong,  and  join  his  Majesties  Troops  at  the  time  appointed  — 

3  Strings.  — 

The  CognaWageys  with  Lewis  Clement  a  Lieu*,  in  the  Indian 
Service  marched  for  Niagara,  being  64  in  number,  they  encamped 
the  first  night  at  CognaiOagey,  where  Sir  Wm.  ordered  them  an 
Ox  for  their  W ar  feast,  and  some  Liquor,  and  were  joined  by  a 
few  Mohock  Warriors.  — 

I  1  &  1 2th.  On  this  day  Sir  Wm.  Clothed  and  armed  28  of 

the  lower  Mohawks,  &  ordered  them  to  meet  him  on  the  1 6th.  at 
Conajohare  —  same  day  met  Col.  Bradstreet  at  his  Sons  house1 
where  he  had  a  long  Conversation  with  him  concerning  the  present 
Expedition  —  gave  him  sev1.  necessary  hints.  Pieces  of  Intelli¬ 
gence  relative  to  the  Situation  of  the  Country  where  the  Enemy 


1  Fort  Johnson,  where  John  Johnson  lived  after  1  763. 
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lived,  with  the  best  manner  of  attacking  them,  as  also  how  to  be¬ 
have  towards  the  Indians  who  accompanied  him,  for  all  wch.  he 
was  extremely  thankfull,  and  promised  to  follow  the  Directions 
given,  &  promised  to  order  a  Vessel  for  Sir  Wm.  at  Oswego  in 
case  he  proceeded  to  Niagara  before  his  Arrival  —  On  the  13 
Sir  Wm.  clothed  the  Seneca  Hostages  &  prepared  them  for  the 
Journey,  also  several  other  Indians  who  were  to  accompany 
him  — 

Eod.  Die  Issued  Orders  to  the  Officers  to  the  2d.  Battalion 
of  his  Regiment  of  Militia  to  appear  under  arms  at  Conajohare 
on  Saturday  next  being  the  16th.  in  order  to  Review  them;  — 

1 4lh.  Sir  Wm.  gave  Cap*.  Butler  his  Instructions,  and  sent  him 
to  Oswego  before  him  to  receive  a  Parcel  of  Goods  belonging 
to  some  Albany  Traders,  &  therewith  to  Cloth  such  Indians  as 
might  be  assembled  there  on  his  Arrival.  — 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

June  the  15th  1764 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Assembly  to  sett  off, 
and  bound  the  Lands  &c  for  the  Indians  — 

We  the  Subscribers,  with  Mr.  Wm.  Potter,  being  appointed 
by  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  at  their  Session  in  August 
last  to  Set  off,  and  bound  the  various  Tracts  of  Land  that  here¬ 
tofore  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Sachims  of  the  Naraganset 
Tribe  of  Indians  to  that  Tribe  for  their  sole  Use,  Mamtainance, 
and  Support  &c  do  Report  that  agreeable  to  s'h  appointment,  we 
have  been  on,  and  viewed  said  Lands,  and  on  examining  said 
Indians,  and  others,  we  cannot  find  any  Lands  set  off,  or  appro¬ 
priated  by  the  Sachims  to  the  said  Tribe,  as  a  Tribe:  but  we  find 
various  Tracts,  or  Pieces  of  Land,  which  have  been  set  of  to 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7 ;  inclosed  in  Matthew 
Robinson  to  Johnson,  Nov.  15,  1764. 
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particular  Persons,  or  Families,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  be¬ 
tween,  two,  and  three  Thousand  Acres,  which  the  Sachim  Saith 
is  what  he  meant  to  give,  and  execute  a  Deed  for  to  said  Tribe, 
and  is  still  willing  to  do  it,  according  to  his  Agreement,  and 
promise  at  said  General  Court.  —  but  as  there  are  large  d  racts 
of  Land  which  are  neither  Leased  by  the  Sachim,  nor  set  off  to 
any  of  the  1  ribe,  but  seem  to  be  in  common  used  when  wanted 
both  by  the  Sachim,  and  Tribe,  the  Petrs.  insisting  on  that,  or 
part  of  it  being  Set  off  with  the  Rest;  And  whereas  there  is  a 
larger  Number  of  said  Tribe  than  the  Petrs.  —  who  seem  utterly 
against  being  set  off,  but  chuse  to  remain  with  the  Sachim,  as 
heretofore,  and  say  the  Petrs.  may  be  set  off  by  themselves,  but 
they  are  not  willing  to  be  set  off  with  them.  But  we  not  having 
Authority  to  set  off  any  Lands  to  part  of  the  Tribe,  if  we  could 
have  persuaded  them  to  agree  where,  and  how  much;  So  after 
sev1.  days  waiting  on  them,  trying  to  get  them  to  agree  how  much 
to  set  off,  and  where,  but  cou  d  not,  we  were  obliged  to  return, 
and  do  Report  as  above  said.  All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  by 


N.  B  —  As  the  Lands  set  off,  and 
improved  by  the  Tribe,  or  particular 
Persons  are  intermixed  with  other 
Lands,  some  Leased,  and  others 
unimproved,  we  think  if  they  be  set  off 
from  the  other  Lands,  they  must 
be  surveyed,  which  is  a  Work 
of  considerable  time.  — 


Joseph  Lippitt 
Thomas  Church 
Job  Randall 
John  Barker 


June  the  15  th.  1764  — 

To  the  House  of  Magts.  — 


Gen1.  Resolved  that  this  Report  be  accepted. 

V oted,  and  passed  ‘p  Order  — 

John  Lyndon  Cler  — 

In  the  upper  1  louse  Read  the  same  day,  and  Concurred  — 

By  Ordr.  Henry  Ward  —  Secy 
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TO  HENRY  BOUQUET 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

German  Flats  June  17th.  1764 
Sir. 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  3 1 st.  Ulto2  on  the  day  I  left  home, 
being  now  thus  far  on  my  way  to  Niagara,  in  order  to  meet  those 
nations  who  are  disposed  for  Peace,  being  now  surrounded  by 
sev1.  Indians,  I  am  prevented  from  writing  as  fully,  as  I  other¬ 
wise  shou’d :  but  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  correspond  with  you, 
as  well  as  to  give  you  my  Sentiments  on  every  Subject  necessary 
towards  promoting  the  Success  of  your  Operations.  — 

I  am  of  Opinion  that  1 000  Men  will  be  the  smallest  number 
you  can  think  of  to  answer  the  purpose  of  your  expedition.  —  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  enemy  you  have  to  encounter,  can  collect 
an  equal  number  in  one  body:  but  then  it  must  be  considered 
that  experience,  activity,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Country 
will  give  a  much  smaller  body  of  Indians  great  advantage  over 
us,  that  they  can  make  an  attack  without  much  loss,  &  retreat 
when  they  fail  of  Success,  without  risque,  to  which  we  shou’d  be 
exposed  in  the  same  situation.  — 

The  delays  which  attended  the  raising  men  for  the  Service, 
has  given  our  Enemies  great  consequence,  as  well  as  retarded 
your  Design:  the  reasons  therefore  you  assign  against  an  expedi¬ 
tion  by  water,  appear  very  material  to  me,  although  I  am  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Indians  that  they  pass  up,  and  down  the  Musking- 
am,  and  Scioto  at  all  seasons,  but  whether  the  Size,  and  figure 
of  your  Boats  will  permit  you  to  run  that  hazard,  is  difficult  to 
determine,  and  I  am  sensible  that  a  Retreat  against  the  Stream 
of  the  Ohio  will  greatly  expose  you,  if  drove  to  that  necessity. 
Otherwise  I  should  think  that  an  expedition  up  the  Muskingam, 
and  from  thence  by  Land  along  a  good  Road  to  Scioto  would  ap¬ 
pear  best.  — 

Your  account  of  the  Openness  of  the  Woods,  and  description 
of  the  Country  over  the  Ohio  agrees  with  mine,  and  I  should 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Ante  pp.  210-13. 
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think  the  same  practicable  with  Troops  hardy,  active,  and  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  Woods:  to  get  the  generality  of  Men  so  quali¬ 
fied,  is  very  difficult,  and  without  such,  no  expedition  can  be 
carried  on  through  the  interior  parts  of  America  with  any  pros¬ 
pect  of  Success.  —  I  have  conferred  with  Col.  Bradstreet  con¬ 
cerning  his  expedition,  and  I  am  of  Opinion,  his  making  some  at¬ 
tempt  by  the  way  of  Sanduskey,  would  greatly  contribute  to  your 
success,  if  you  was  at  the  same  time  ready  to  cooperate  with 
him;  but  that,  I  fear  is  now  too  late  to  expect,  at  all  events,  there 
are  many  Villages  at  present  about  the  Muskingam,  and  I  dare 
say  your  first  attempt  will  be  there  to  prevent  their  Obstructing 
you.  —  Many  of  the  Indians  about  Ohio,  may  probably  have 
changed  their  situation  very  lately.  I  know  their  attention  at 
present  is  to  our  attempts  by  the  Lakes,  but  on  my  arrival  at 
Niagara  which  will  be  about  ten,  or  twelve  days,  I  shall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  know  further  concerning  the  designs,  and  situation  of 
the  enemy,  and  also  do  all  in  my  power  to  send  you  a  body  of 
Indians,  under  proper  Officers  by  way  of  Presq’Isle  to  Fort 

Pitt. 

With  regard  to  Provisions,  I  am  sensible  of  the  difficultys  you 
will  have  in  transporting  them,  at  the  same  time  I  know,  that 
the  Indians  will  not  be  content  with  it  according  to  any  certain 
Allowance,  but  will  require  it  as  often,  as  hungry.  —  As  I  have 
Presents,  and  Clothing  with  me,  I  shall  supply  them  at  Niagara, 
least  it  could  not  be  purchased  &  got  up  in  sufficient  time  to  Fort 
Pitt.  —  On  my  Arrival  at  Niagara,  I  shall  speak  to  the  Indians 
that  a  good  Party  may  proceed  to  you;  but  as  the  certainty  of 
their  Rout,  Numbers,  and  other  particulars  depend  on  many  Cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  must  defer  any  thing  more  on  that  head  until  my 
arrival  there,  when  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  every  thing  neces¬ 
sary  for  your  information,  as  well  as  do  all  in  my  power  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  Success  of  your  expedition.  — 

I  am  with  much  esteem 
Sir 

Y ours  &c  — 
W.  Johnson 


The  Indian  Uprising ,  1764-1765 


241 


TO  JOHN  PENN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Burnetsfeild2  June  18lh.  1764 

Sir  — 

I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  9th.  Ins1,  on  my  way 
to  Niagra,  which  deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  writeing  you  as 
fully  as  otherwise  I  should. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  losses  sustained  ab*.  Fort  Loudoun, 
and  on  the  Frontiers  of  Virginia,  all  which  will  I  hope  be  shortly 
put  a  stop  to,  in  the  mean  time  I  cannot  but  approve  of  your 
gratifying  the  desire  of  the  People  in  your  Province  by  a  bounty 
on  Scalps,  &  I  heartily  wish  success  to  the  design,  &  to  guard 
as  much  as  in  my  power  against  the  ill  consequence  of  their 
killing  any  of  the  Freind  Indians.  I  shall  make  them  all  ac¬ 
quainted  therewith  &  caution  them  by  no  means  to  appear  on  your 
Frontiers  till  affairs  are  settled. 

David  Owens  was  a  Corporal  in  Cap.  Jn.  Mc. Cleans  Company 
&  lay  once  in  garrison  at  my  house.  He  deserted  Several  times  as 
I  am  informed,  &  went  to  live  amongst  ye.  Shawanese  &  Dela¬ 
wares  with  whose  language  he  was  acquainted  his  Father  having 
been  long  a  Trader  amongst  them.  The  circumstances  relating 
to  his  leaveing  the  Inds.  have  been  told  me  by  Several  Indians. 
That  he  went  out  a  Hunting  with  his  Indian  Wife  &  Several 
of  her  Relations,  most  of  whom  wth.  his  Wife  he  killed  and 
scalped  as  they  Slept,  as  he  was  always  much  attached  to  Indians, 
I  fancy  he  began  to  fear  he  was  unsafe  amongst  them,  &  killed 
them  rather  than  make  his  peace  with  ye.  English  than  from 
any  dislike  either  to  them,  or  their  principles. 

I  hope  to  be  at  Niagra  within  10  or  12  days  when  I  shall  do 
everry  thing  in  my  power  for  obtaining  an  advantagious  peace 

1  In  collection  of  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Sage,  Menands,  N.  Y. 

2  The  German  Flats. 
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with  those  Indians  who  desire  it,  for  ye.  benifit  of  the  Colonies  — 
tho  the  slender  efforts  hitherto  made  use  of,  &  our  great  back¬ 
wardness  will  encrease  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  to  such  a 
pitch  as  must  in  a  little  time  occasion  another  rupture,  unless  by 
freindship  &  favours  we  secure  them  in  our  Interest. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
The  Honrble.  Humble  Servant 

Lieut.  Govr.  Penn.  Wm.  Johnson 

INDORSED : 

18"  June  1764 
A  Letter  to  the  Governor 
from  Sir  William  Johnson 
(read  in  Council  6th.  July  1764) 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


New  York,  June  24th.  1764. 

Dear  Sir,  — 

I  have  just  recieved  yours  of  the  9th.  Inst.,2  and  hope  the  Garri¬ 
sons  will  be  able  to  give  you  an  escort  from  post  to  post,  till  you 
get  to  Oswego,  where  they  may  spare  a  greater  number  to  escort 
you  to  Niagara,  and  that  you  may  be  furnished  there,  with  such  a 
number  as  you  shall  require.  It  is  very  proper  that  you  should 
have  a  sufficient  Guard  with  you  as  well  for  protection,  as  to 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Also  a  copy  printed  in  Illinois 
Historical  Collections,  10:268-69,  from  the  Gage  Letter  Books,  in  Har¬ 
vard  College  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  221-24. 
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make  an  appearance  amongst  the  Indians.  As  I  heard  nothing 
to  the  Contrary,  I  concluded  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  Oil 
Cloths  to  answer  your  purpose  in  the  store,  and  I  am  sorry  I 
was  not  acquainted  in  time  of  that  Defect,  that  I  might  have 
ordered  some  to  be  made. 

What  you  observe  about  the  Savages  is  certainly  very  just, 
they  do  not  give  the  true  reasons  for  the  Commissions  of  their 
Acts  ot  hostility.  I  am  glad  those  of  Detroit  are  so  well  disposed. 
I  expect  the  Government  will  soon  give  some  directions  about  the 
Indian  trade,  in  which  matter  they  should  now  be  well  informed; 
and  also  convinc’d  of  the  necessity  of  having  meetings  with  the 
Indians,  as  heretofore  practised.  They  expect  it,  and  I  must  say, 
that  some  of  them  deserve  that  attention  from  Us.  What  you 
represent  relating  to  the  precautions  the  Governors  should  take  in 
granting  their  passes  for  the  Indian  trade  is  certainly*  right  and 
worthy  the  strongest  recommendation.  The  Misfortune  is,  they 
are  fearfull  doing  any  thing  unless  backed  by  an  Act  of  As¬ 
sembly.  I  shall  write  to  them,  as  soon  as  it  becomes  proper  to 
grant  a  liberty  to  trade.  But  ’till  you  have  been  at  Niagara,  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  ascertain  the  Nations  we  may  trade  with 
in  Safety,  &  I  agree  with  you,  it’s  better  to  let  the  Indians  feel  a 
want  of  trade,  as  long  as  it  can  be  avoided  with  them.  All  the 
Posts  you  mention  are  certainly  proper  for  the  trade  to  be  carried 
on  at,  nor  should  any  traders  go  any  where  but  to  the  posts  fixed 
upon  for  their  trade.  I  believe  this  will  be  part  of  the  intended 
regulations  from  home.  Michillimackinak  must  be  added  to  those 
you  mention,  or  there  will  be  Complaints  from  the  Merchants  of 
Canada,  tho’  its  too  much  exposed  to  be  insulted. 

From  the  accounts  I  have  had  from  the  Southard,  they  think  it 
practicable  by  other  measures,  than  were  taken  before  to  move 
up  the  Mississippi,  and  I  hope  it  will,  when  the  preparations  are 
made,  be  tried  again.  I  expect  Mr.  Steuart1  will  be  there,  to 


1  John  Stuart,  superintendent  of  Indians  in  the  South. 
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send  Belts  to  the  Cherokees  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  who  may 
be  of  great  Service,  from  thence  to  the  Illinois  is  the  greatest 
danger.  Mr.  Steuart  has  a  good  deal  of  influence  with  those 
Indians.  He  tells  Me,  that  a  Body  of  them  are  gone  out,  against 
the  Shawnese  &  Delawares.  I  have  thought  of  all  means  how  it 
would  be  possible  to  get  a  proper  person  to  the  Ilinois,  to  talk 
to,  and  make  friends  of  the  Savages,  in  those  P arts.  I  can  neither 
be  down  the  Ohio,  nor  up  the  Mississippi,  as  matters  now  stand. 
If  we  make  a  firm  peace  with  the  Indians  of  Detroit,  Miamis  and 
the  Ouabache  and  they  are  really  sincere,  it  may  be  effected  by 
their  means :  and  some  of  the  best  of  them  might  be  employed  on 
such  an  Errand.  You  will  see  soon  if  such  a  thing  could  be 
brought  about.  Unless  the  Indians  of  that  District  are  joined 
by  the  Northern  Tribes,  they  might  be  frightened  into  a  Consent 
if  they  were  found  obstinate,  for  they  are  not  a  Warlike  people, 
&  I  was  informed,  were  reconciled  to  our  taking  possession  of  their 
Country,  ’till  spirited  up  against  Us,  by  some  Deputies  from  the 
Shawnese  &  Delawares.  Those  Villains  have  procured  ammuni¬ 
tion  there,  which  they  have  lately  shewn  Us  they  do  not  want, 
by  firing  for  Six  hours  against  For  Dmwiddie  in  Virginia  they 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  Mischief  there  &  in  Pensilvania.  — 

Your  Medals  are  finished,  and  I  only  wait  a  good  opportunity 
to  send  them.  I  think  I  mention’d  before  to  Col0.  Bradstreet, 
to  furnish  you  such  a  guard  as  you  shall  require  at  Niagara,  but 
shall  do  it  again  by  this  Oportunity. 

I  am,  with  great  regard 
&ca 


INDORSED: 

Copy/  To 

Sir  William  Johnson 
Bar'. 

at  Oswego 

New  York  June  24th.  1763  [1 764] 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Ontario 2  June  29ih.  1764  — 

Dear  Sir  — 

On  my  way  to  this  place  I  was  favored  with  Y our  letter  of  the 
10th.3  together  with  the  Warrant  for  the  Disbursements. — 

I  arrived  here  on  the  26th.  with  a  Body  of  450  Indians,  I  had 
before  sent  above  100  Indians  of  Canada  whom  I  found  here  on 
my  arrival,  &  yesterday  I  was  Joined  by  about  100  Inds.  of 
Oneida  &ca.,  there  are  still  many  behind  who  are  hourly  ex¬ 
pected,  so  that  I  think  I  shall  have  ye.  largest  Number  ever  as¬ 
sembled  at  Niagra,  where  I  shall  be  joined  by  some  of  the  upper 
Nations,  &  those  whom  I  sent  to  the  carrying  place  some  time 
ago,  being  120  in  Number. — 

You  will  hear  by  this  opertunity  that  a  Soldier  of  the  Royal 
Artillery  has  been  scalped  on  ye.  carrying  place  by  a  party  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  Hurons,  or  Delawares,  consisting  of  17  —  Our 
Inds.  went  imediately  in  pursuit  of  them  by  different  Routs  but 
failed  of  Success  the  Enemy  getting  over  the  River,  this  Affair 
has  greatly  exasperated  the  Inds.  who  consider  it  as  an  Insult 
offered  to  them  on  their  own  Land  as  they  call  it,  and  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  have  revenge.  — 

You  have  probably  heard  of  the  unlucky  Accident  wh.  lately 
happened  at  one  of  the  little  Posts  on  ye.  way  to  Fort  Sclosser.4 
A  Party  of  abf.  20  Inds.  on  their  March  to  Join  ye.  rest  passing 
by  Sung  their  War  Song  according  to  Custom,  &  discharged 
their  peices  as  a  Salute  to  the  Post,  but  the  Person  Commanding 
who  was  a  non-commissioned  Officer,  mistakeing  their  purpose 
imediately  fired  upon  them  with  grape  shot,  by  wh.  three  Inds. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Oswego. 

3  Johnson  Papers,  4:446-48. 

4  Fort  Schlosser  at  Little  Niagara. 
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were  badly  wounded  before  the  Mistake  was  discovered,  I  have 
used  everry  Argument  to  shew  the  Indians  with  me  that  the  whole 
was  an  Error,  but  they  were  some  time  before  they  could  account 
for  it  in  that  light.  —  Lieu'.  Co11.  Browning1  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  pacify  the  Party. 

The  Red  Head  a  Cheif  Warrior  of  Onondaga  dropped  down 
dead  last  Sunday  in  Major  Duncans2  Room  at  this  place,  he  was 
a  verry  ready  fellow  &  much  esteemed,  I  have  performed  the 
Ceremony  of  Condolence  which  has  taken  me  up  almost  a  day, 
&  wL  could  not  be  avoided. 

I  purpose  to  leave  this  in  2  or  3  days,  &  have  sent  to  apprise 
the  Chenussios  &ca.  thereof,  that  they  may  meet  at  Niagra  without 
delay,  where  there  are  a  Number  of  Mississageys  &  ChippaWaes 
waiting  my  arrival,  &  the  Hurons  soon  expected.  — 

Co11.  Bradstreet  &  the  Troops  are  still  here,  he  has  received 
dispatches  from  Detroit  containing  the  particulars  of  some  infor¬ 
mation  given  to  Major  Gladwin  corroborateing  ye.  Acc".  of  the 
French  perfidy,  &  giveing  an  account  of  the  Scituation  of  the 
Enemy,  Pondiac  has  it  seems  been  with  the  Command',  of  the 
Illinois  to  Sollicit  for  assistance,  and  it  is  Said  the  Inds.  have  pro¬ 
cured  an  Immense  quantity  of  Ammunition  there,  wh.  was  given 
them  by  the  French  to  prevent  its  falling  into  our  Hands.  —  The 
greatness  of  the  Indians  Numbers  would  give  us  all  imaginable 
hopes  of  reduceing  our  Enemys  of  Sioto  &  the  parts  Adjacent  if 
the  Army  make  an  Attempt  y'.  way,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  we 
shall  meet  with  few  or  none  of  ye.  Enemy  on  this  side  of  Michili- 
mackinac,  consequently  they  will  not  be  so  materially  necessary; 
but  their  presence  &  Numbers  may  check  any  Attempts  towards  a 
renewal  of  Hostilities,  and  I  can  have  little  doubt  of  their  readi¬ 
ness  &  zeal,  provided  a  good  understanding  so  necessary  on  all 
occasions  with  them  be  duely  attended  to  this  Campaign.  — 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Browning. 

2  Major  Alexander  Duncan  of  the  35th  regiment. 
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I  have  spoke  a  great  deal,  to  Co11.  Bradstreet  on  that  Head, 
&  he  has  promised  me  to  prevent  any  misunderstandings,  and  has 
given  orders  to  put  a  Stop  to  those  indiscreet  Expressions  con- 
cern§.  Indians  so  customary  amongst.  the  Soldiery,  which  often 
proves  of  Ill  consequence,  as  it  is  frequently  understood  by  some 
by  Stander  who  will  not  fail  to  report  it  &  exaggerated  to  his 
Nation.  — 

P  S.  July  1 st.  I  received  an  Acc11.  from  the  Chenussios  that  some 
of  them  were  on  their  Way  to  Irondequot  with  many  English 
Prisrs.  Some  of  them  so  small  that  they  could  not  conveniently 
march  to  Niagra,  6c  were  likewise  in  much  want  of  provisions,  in 
consequence  of  which  they  begged  a  few  Boats  6cca.  might  be 
sent  to  them,  wh.  was  accordingly  done  this  Day.  this  Step  of  the 
Senecas  appears  well  6c  I  hope  it  may  be  followed  by  a  strict 
compliance  with  everry  thing  else  required.  I  am  in  hopes  we 
shall  move  from  hence  the  3d.  Ins'.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  most  perfect  Esteem 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
and  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

His  Excellency 
Generl.  Gage  — 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson,  Ontario 
June  29th.  1  764. 
received  July  14th.  — 
answered.  — 
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WILL  OF  WITHAM  MARSH 

A.  Df.1 

[June  29 ,  1764 ] 

This  is  the  last  will  &  Testam1.  of  me  Witham  Marsh,  His 
Majesty’s  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  &  Clerk  of  the  City  & 
County  of  Albany,  Clerk  of  the  common  Pleas,  &  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Said  City  &  County,  now  residing  in  Albany 
aforesC  dated  the  29th.  June,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
&  Sixty  four  years,  from  the  Incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Pay  my  Debts. 

To  my  most  hond.  &  ever  respected  Friends,  The  Earl  of 
Halifax,2  Lewis  Lord  Sondes,  The  Honble  Sir  William  Johnson, 
Baronet,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  a  gold  Ring  of  3  Guineas 
value  each. 

From  the  Remr.  of  my  Salary,  in  the  Hands  of  Richard 
Nicholls  Esqr.  Depy.  Recr.  Gen1,  of  His  Majestys  Revenue,  to  be 
given  [in  part],  to  my  much  loved  Friend  Mr.  Edwd.  Waldo 
Merchant  in  Ab  &  ch3  Lane  £44  -0-0  Sterling  being  the  Sum, 
as  I  conjecture,  what  I  now  may  owe  to  Him. 

I  desire  all  my  personal  Estate  may  be  sold  to  the  best  Bidders : 
and  the  Monies  arising  yreby,  with  all  sums  of  Monies  I  may  Die 
possess’d  be  transmitted  to  England  for  the  Sole,  &  intire  Use  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Whitaker,  Daughter  of  Mr.  William  Whitaker,  of 
Leachlade  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  in  England,  if  She  Sole; 
but  if  married,  to  her  own  Seperate  Use,  without  any  Husband 

1  In  Court  of  Appeals,  Albany,  N.  Y.  This  draft  is  stated  in  an  affi¬ 
davit  of  John  McKesson  and  Gilbert  Burger,  before  Goldsbrow  Banyar, 
May  27,  1  766,  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Witham  Marsh,  and  intended 
as  his  will  or  draft  therefor,  though  unsigned.  The  draft  in  the  Johnson 
manuscripts  was  mutilated  by  fire,  is  somewhat  differently  worded,  and 
may  be  considered  a  draft.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  299.  On  May  7, 
1765,  Peter  Silvester  renounced  his  executorship  in  favor  of  the  others 
named.  See  post  p.  715. 

2  George  Montague  Dunk,  second  Earl  of  Halifax. 

3  Name  uncertain. 
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interfering  therein,  who  shall  not  be  intitled  to  one  penny  I  Leave. 
If  She  is  dead,  all  what  I  Bequeath  to  Her,  shall  be  paid  to  my 
first  Cousin  John  Marsh  of  Eye,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  in 
old  England,  or  his  Representatives. 

I  hereby  confirm  the  Deed  Made  to  my  elder  Brother  John 
Marsh  of  Richmond  in  the  County  of  Surrey  Esqr.  by  me,  of  all 
that  capital  Messuage  called  Jeffries,  Situated  at  Chelmsford  in 
the  County  of  Essex  which  was  purchased  by  my  Great  Grand¬ 
mother  the  said  Mrs.  Anne  Taverner  Widow,  &  Relict  of  Na¬ 
thaniel  Taverner  Esqr.  formerly  of  Writtle  in  the  Said  County  of 
Essex  in  England. 

I  desire  my  good  Friends  the  Honble  sir  William  Johnson, 
Robert  Leake  Esqr.  His  Majesty’s  Commissary  General  at  New 
\  ork,  and  Peter  Silvester  Esqr.  of  Albany,  will  See  this  my  will 
executed;  to  the  two  last  I  leave  a  Ring  of  the  value  of  two 
Guineas  each. 

Deposit  my  wretched  Remains  under  the  Belfry  of  Albany 
Church,  if  I  die  in  that  City:  a  plain  Coffin,  and  a  Small  Stone, 
on  wch.  is  to  be  engraved  an  Epitaph 

Withamus  de  Marisco,  alias  Marshe,  Natus  8vo 
die  May  1  7  (See  my  prayer  Book)  ex  matre  sui 
Patris,  nobilissime  oriundus.  Denatus  idem  Withamus 
—  die  176  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 


Contemporary  Copy 1 2 


New  York  July  2C  1764 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  just  received  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Illinois  to 
Majr.  Loftus,-’  dated  14th.  of  April,  the  Savag  es  there  were  well 
disposed  ’till  Pondiac  arrived  about  the  beginning  of  that  Month. 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Major  Arthur  Loftus  of  the  22d  regiment. 
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And  the  Officer  who  wrote  to  Major  Loftus  says,  undid  in  one 
night,  What  He  had  been  doing  for  Eight  Months.  This  fellow 
shou’d  be  gained  to  our  Interest,  or  knocked  in  the  head.  He  has 
great  Abilities,  but  his  Savage  Cruelty  destroys  the  regard  we 
Should  otherwise  have  for  him.  I  hope  you  will  see  him  at 
Niagara,  if  Majr.  Gladwin  has  made  it  publickly  known  amongst 
the  Nations,  that  you  would  be  there  to  meet  them.  For  notwith¬ 
standing  his  inveteracy,  they  must  all  suffer  for  want  of  trade, 
and  He  wou’d  be  glad  of  peace,  if  he  could  hope  to  be  forgiven, 
but  He  thinks  he  has  been  guilty  of  too  many  Cruelties.  If 
peace  is  made  with  them,  I  Shou’d  think  it  an  easy  matter  to  send 
Belts  to  the  Illinois  Nations,  &  those  nations  would  be  satisfied 
with  us,  seeing  the  Others  had  made  peace. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

&ca 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart. 


INDORSED: 

Copy  ./.  To 
Sir  William  Johnson  B!. 
&ca  &ca  &ca 
at 

Niagara 

New  York  July  2d.  1764 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[June  15-  July  3,  1764] 

On  June  the  15th.  1764  Sir  William  Johnson  set  off  for  Nia¬ 
gara  in  company  with  Lieu'.  Johnson2  &  other  Gent".,  —  lodged 
that  night  on  Straw  at  Anthony's  Nose.3  the  16lh.  Sr.  Wm.  re- 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Guy  Johnson. 

3  On  the  Mohawk  River. 
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view’d  the  second  Battalion  of  the  Militia  Regiment  on  the  Cono- 
jahare  Flats,  —  was  Joined  there  by  Mr.  Duncan,1  Mr.  Sterling,2 3 
and  Lieu1.  Fry '  —  same  day  some  of  Sr.  Wm’s.  messengers  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Seneca  Country  with  very  favorable  answers  to  his 
speech,  requesting  that  he  wou’d  not  harbour  a  bad  opinion  of 
them  after  the  assurances  they  lately  gave  him  of  their  Sincerity, 
and  Resolutions  to  abide  by  their  engagements — June  the  1  7th. 
Sr.  Wm’s.  Horses  stray’d  away  wch.  detained  him  some  time.  — 
the  Mohawks,  &  Conajohares  came  in  a  body  to  Sir  Wm  s  Tent 
where  they  all  sung  their  War  Song,  dined,  and  marched  with 
him  to  the  German  Flats  where  they  arrived  in  the  evening  — 
an  Ox  was  given  for  a  War  dance  wcL  was  kept  up  till  mid¬ 
night —  Monday  the  18th.  Sr.  Wm.  rec’d  letters  from  Niagara 
wlL  an  acc*.  of  three  of  the  Indians  whom  he  had  sent  up  being 
wounded  by  the  soldiers  out  of  the  Redoubts  on  the  Carrying 
Place  by  mistake  —  Gave  the  Indians  here  another  Ox  for  a 
War  dance  on  the  arrival  of  the  whole  Party,  —  wth.  Liquor  &c 

—  On  Tuesday  the  19th.  set  off  from  the  Flats  wlL  Cap*.  John¬ 
son,  Mr.  Duncan,  Lieu1.  Fry,  Indians,  and  Rangers,  also  5  boats. 

—  rode  as  far  as  Stephen  Franks,  then  got  into  the  boats  — 
encamped  at  the  North  end  of  Reynard’s  field  —  by  the  way  the 
Inds.  took  up  two  Deserters  from  the  Yorkers  at  Oswego,  —  14 
more  of  their  Party  wth.  Corporal  Laus  quit  them  about  the  three 
Rivers.  —  On  Wednesday  the  20th.  Sr.  Wm.  dispatched  a 
Seneca,  and  Cayuga  to  acquaint  the  Senecas  of  his  coming 
then  embarked  at  6  o’  the  Clock,  &  reached  Fort  Schyler  at  9  — 
gave  the  Party  a  dram  &  set  off  for  Orisco4  lodged  abh  2 
miles  above  Orisco  —  Thursday  21st.  arrived  at  Fort  Stanwix, 
victualled  the  Inds.  &  got  all  the  things  over  the  Carrying  Place 

1  John  Duncan  of  the  firm  of  Duncan,  Phyn  and  Company. 

2  James  Sterling,  Indian  trader. 

3  Hendrick  Frey  Jr,  of  the  militia. 

4  Oriskany. 
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and  set  off,  got  down  as  far  as  Bull’s  Fort1 2  that  night  —  22nd. 
embarked  early,  and  got  that  day  as  far  as  the  Neck  in  Wood 
Creek  —  On  the  23d.  arrived  at  the  Royal  Block  house, J  where 
Sr.  Wm.  met  a  number  of  the  Oneidas,  Oughquagoes,  and  Tusca- 
roras  whom  he  called  together  and  prepared  for  their  march  after 
giving  Orders  for  a  quantity  of  Provisions  for  the  Women,  and 
Children  of  the  before  mentioned  nats.  of  Indians  during  the 
absence  of  the  Warriors  —  same  day  recd.  a  letter  giving  an 
acc*.  of  the  Seneca’s  death  at  Conojahare  whose  death  was  con¬ 
doled  in  the  evening  at  a  Meeting  —  Mr.  Preston3  retd.  from 
Chenussio  with  one  Conjohare,  and  two  Chenusios  wth.  favor¬ 
able  answers  to  Sr.  Wms.  Message  acquainting  him  that  the  Dela¬ 
wares  were  determined  to  meet  him  at  Niagara  in  order  to  make 
submission  &  beg  Peace  &c  —  On  Sunday  the  24th.  June  Sr.  Wm. 
after  settling  every  thing  at  the  Block  house  wth.  the  Indians,  and 
seeing  them  on  board,  set  off  for  Fort  Brewerton1 5  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  evening,  and  met  a  number  of  Ganughsaragey3  Inds. 
—  who  had  been  four  days  there  waiting  his  arrival  without  re¬ 
ceiving  any  Provisions  from  the  Fort  —  called  them  together, 
and  after  settling  all  matters  wth.  them  prepared  them  for  their 
march.  —  Col.  Bradstreet  left  this  yesterday  at  9  A.M.  wdl.  all 
the  Indians.  —  On  Monday  25th.  Sr.  Wm.  arrived  at  the  three 
Rivers6  with  a  fine  body  of  Indians,  and  there  was  Joined  by  the 

1  Bull’s  Fort  on  the  north  bank  of  Wood  Creek,  Oneida  county,  two 
and  one  half  miles  west  of  Fort  Stanwix,  was  destroyed  by  a  detachment 
of  French  and  Indians  commanded  by  Lieutenant  de  Lery,  March  27, 
1756. 

2  Royal  Blockhouse  at  the  east  end  of  Oneida  lake  and  at  the  mouth  of 
Wood  Creek. 

3  Lieutenant  Achilles  Preston. 

4  Fort  Brewerton  at  the  west  end  of  Oneida  lake,  on  Oneida  outlet, 
opposite  the  present  village  of  Brewerton. 

5  Kanasowaga  or  Kanaghseragy,  a  Tuscarora  castle.  See  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names,  pp.  110-11. 

e  T  he  junction  of  the  Oneida,  Seneca  and  Oswego  Rivers,  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y. 
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Onondagas,  Otseningos,  and  Chugnuts  who  told  him  that  they 
hourly  expected  the  Cayugas,  Kanasadageys,  Wialoosings  &c  to 
a  great  number.  —  Bunt1  and  his  Son  came  to  Sir  Wm’s.  Tent, 
on  his  arrival,  with  whom  he  had  a  long  discourse  on  the  state  of 
affairs  —  here  had  the  acc*.  of  Red  Heads 2 3 4 5  death  which  hap¬ 
pened  the  day  before  at  Oswego  by  excessive  drinking  —  shortly 
after  Diaquanda,  Tawasbquaghtee,  and  a  number  of  Warriors 
came  to  Sir  Wm’s.  Tent,  and  informed  them  that  he  intended  to 
set  off  for  Oswego  the  day  following,  and  expected  they  wou’d  be 
ready  to  Join  him,  to  which  they  answered  that  they  wou’d,  not¬ 
withstanding  they  promised  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Cayugas, 
Senecas  &c,  whom  they  every  moment  expected  —  In  the  night 
the  Mohawk  Sachims  desired  a  private  Meeting  wth.  Sir  Wm.,  to 
which  he  agreed,  and  then  told  him  that  the  Chenussios  were  still 
ill  disposed,  and  determined  to  make  use  of  treachery,  if  pos¬ 
sible  at  Niagara,  and  begged  he  wou’d  be  on  his  guard,  which 
they  likewise  were  determined  to  be  —  On  Tuesday  26th.  about 
9  o’  the  Clock,  Sr.  Wm.  set  off  from  the  three  Rivers  for  Oswego 
with  above  50  boats  full  of  Indians  which  made  a  great  appear¬ 
ance,  dined  at  the  Falls,"  and  encamped  at  the  Creek  from 
whence  he  wrote  to  Cap*.  Butler1  to  prepare  for  his  arrival,  and 
meet  him  above  the  Rift  —  Wednesday  27th.  two  Runners  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Cayuga  Sachims  then  at  the  Falls  in  10  Canoes 
desiring  Sr.  Wm.  wou’d  wait  a  little  for  their  Joining  him  so  as  to 
go  in  together  at  Oswego,  he  accordingly  gave  Orders  to  all  the 
Nations  not  to  move  till  their  arrival,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  dress, 
and  paint  themselves.  —  About  9  they  arrived,  —  gave  them 
Drams  &c,  and  embarked,  —  arrived  at  the  Rift  about  1 0  — 
landed  &  marched  to  Sr.  Wm’s.  Encampment,  where  the  Cogna- 
wageys  drew  up,  and  saluted  him  as  the  passed,  wch.  was  returned 


1  An  Onondaga  chief  sachem. 

2  An  Onondaga  sachem. 

3  Oswego  Falls. 

4  Captain  John  Butler. 

5  Rapids. 


254  Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 

by  the  body  of  Indians  who  came  with  him.  —  then  took  a  walk 
to  Col.  Bradstreet  in  the  Fort  w'L  whom  he  had  a  long  discourse 
on  the  present  Plan  he  was  going  upon,  dined  wth.  him  &  then 
went  to  Camp  where  he  assembled  the  chiefs  of  the  sev1.  nats.  & 
gave  them  5  belts  of  Wampum  &  3  Strings  towards  condoling 
the  death  of  Red  Head  wch.  was  deferred  to  next  day,  wch.  was 
accordingly  performed  in  presence  of  the  Six  Nations  —  29th. 
30th.  June,  1st.  Sc  2nd.  July  spent  in  Sundry  meetings,  receiving 
Intelligence,  Sc  clothing  Warriors  —  their  Women,  Sc  Children, 
giving  provisions  to  the  Family  of  those  who  Joined  the  Army  — 
July  the  3d.  got  all  the  Inds.  on  Board  to  the  am',  of  1 3  w'L 
120  at  Niagara,  Sc  then  went  on  board  the  Johnson 2  wA  ab*.  14 
Indn.  Chiefs  of  diff1  Nats.  - —  about  3  o’  the  Clock  passed  the 
Mohawk  on  board  of  wch.  Col.  Bradstreet  sailed  wA  the  Com¬ 
modore.  — 


FROM  JOSEPH  TRACY 
Contemporary  Copy  ' 


Norwich,  July  11,  1764. 
Sir 

I  understand  by  your  Letter  to  Mr.  Aukum4 5  that  you  are 
desirous  to  know  the  heads  of  the  Controversy  between  the  Col¬ 
ony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Mohicion  Indians,  and  have  been 
desired  by  Mr.  Mason,  and  the  Indians  to  acquaint  your  Honor 
with  the  Transactions.  As  I  have  been  for  a  great  number  of 
Years  particularly  acquainted  therewith,  shall  endeavor  to  do  it 
as  briefly  as  the  Case  will  admit  Sc  is  as  follows  — 

I  am  See 

JosH.  Tracy 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

2  A  boat. 

3  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7 ;  under  date  of  Decem¬ 
ber  I,  1764.  This  letter  in  mutilated  form,  without  postscript,  was 
printed  in  Johnson  Papers:  4:455-61.  Hence  it  is  reprinted  here. 

4  Samson  Occum,  a  Mohegan  Indian  missionary. 

5  John  Mason,  a  deputy  governor  of  Connecticut. 
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In  the  first  Settlement  of  this  Colony  old  Uncas  was  chief  of 
this  Tribe  of  Mohiccon  Indians,  and  at  War  with  a  small  Tribe 
of  Indians1 2 3  that  lived  in  a  place  now  called  Middletown,  on  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  and  took,  and  destroyed  them 
all,  and  went  immediately  to  Hartford,  and  there  made  Report 
to  the  English  People  that  was  settled  there,  that  he  had  con¬ 
quered  his  Enemy,  and  would  give  them  the  Township,  if  they 
would  settle  it,  which  extended  on  the  East  side  of  that  River 
eight  Miles,  and  Joined  to  Unca's  Hunting  Land,  which  was  a 
Tract  of  16000  Acres,  reserved  by  himself  for  that  purpose.  — 
Soon  after  this  the  Pequots,  a  Tribe  of  Indians  made  War  against 
the  Settlers  in  this  Colony,  and  Uncas  assisted  the  English  with 
1 000  of  his,  and  made  an  entire  Conquest  of  the  P equots,  upon 
which  Uncas  demanded  his  Share  in  the  Lands  so  conquered, 
and  they  set  him  out  New  London,  Groton,  Lyme,  Say  Brook, 
KillingsWoth,  and  West  Haddam,  which  Townships,  Uncas 
soon  after  sold  to  (the  People  of  Connecticut)  Mr.  John  Wint- 
[h]rop.  Father  of  the  late  Governor  Wint[h]rop,  but  still  re¬ 
served  the  aforementioned  Tract  of  Hunting  Lands,  and  other 
large  Tracts  for  his  own  use.  —  Upon  this  Mr.  Wint[h]rop  went 
home,  and  Representing  to  King  Charles  the  second  that  they  had 
conquered,  and  purchased  a  large  Tract  here,  obtained  a  Charter" 
A  :D.  1 658  —  for  so  much  as  they  had  Conquered,  or  purchased, 
—  (but  Uncas  still  remained  in  Alliance  with  them,  and  Claimed, 
and  possessed  a  large  Tract  of  Land,  wcL  they  had  not  as  yet 
Purchased  from  him)  &  Mr.  Winthrop  was  appointed  Governor, 
and  Major  John  Mason  was  appointed  Depy.  Governor,  as  Mr. 
Mason  was  the  commands.  Officer,  and  had  been  greatly  service¬ 
able  with  Uncas  Assistance  in  destroying  the  Pequots,  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  which  his  Majesty  sent  Uncas  a  Bible  to  shew  him 

1  The  Nipmucks. 

2  The  charter  of  Connecticut  was  granted  on  April  20,  1662.  The 
date  in  the  manuscript  is  1  658,  the  year  indicated  later  in  the  document, 

3  In  a  battle  near  the  Mystic  river. 
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the  way  to  Heaven,  and  a  Sword  to  defend  him  from  his  Enemies, 
which  they  have  in  keeping  to  this  day.  —  Soon  after  this 
Major  Mason  took  a  Deed  of  Unca’s  whole  Claim  as  a  Fee  &c 
in  Trust,  to  prevent  any  fraudulent  Purchases  being  made  by  the 
English  from  the  Indians,  and  became  their  Guardian.  Soon  after 
this  Uncas  made  application  to  the  General  Assembly,  Saying, 
“We  are  all  grown  old  Men,  and  to  prevent  our  Children’s 
Quarrelling  when  we  are  dead,  we  desire  you  to  send  out  Men  to 
settle  Bounds  between  Us,  and  You,  to  prevent  any  Controversy 
hereafter”  —  Accordingly  the  General  Assembly  sent  out  Govr. 
Treat,1  Major  Tolcott,2  and  one  other  Gent",  to  settle  said 
Bounds,  which  they  Settled,  &  Recorded  in  the  Colony  Records. 
—  soon  after  Uncas  died,  and  Oenenco  his  son  succeeded  him, 
and  made  Application  to  the  General  Assembly,  desiring  them  to 
Establish,  and  Confirm  Major  Samuel  Mason,  Son  to  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  Major  John  Mason,  as  their  Guardian,  —  that  no 
Deed  given  by  the  Indians,  might  be  counted  good  in  Law,  but 
what  Major  Samuel  Mason  acknowledged,  also  that  said  Oen¬ 
enco,  and  his  Son  MaWmet  might  be  Established  Heirs  of  all 
said  Unca’s  Lands  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  all  which  the 
Assembly  did  Establish,  and  confirm  as  they  Requested,  and 
shortly  after  Sold,  and  gave  to  the  English  Twenty  Townships, 
but  still  Reserved  to  himself  one  Tract  of  8  by  4  Miles,  which 
was  his  Planting  Lands,  And  also  that  which  is  now  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Colchester,  containing  25  by  8  Miles,  and  two  Miles  in 
Width,  and  nine  in  length,  on  the  North  bounds  of  Lyme,  which 
was  his  Hunting  Lands.  — 

Sometime  after  this,  some  Gentlemen,  representing  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  that  the  Indians  had  no  more  Right  to  the  Lands, 
than  the  W olves,  and  Bears  that  possessed  them,  Governor  WJn- 

Robert  Treat,  founder  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  governor  of  Connecticut 

from  1683  to  1687,  and  in  1689;  also  deputy  governor  at  different 
times. 

2  John  Talcott  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
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throp,1  and  Governor  Soltonstall,2  obtained  a  Grant  (without 
any  Purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  contrary  to  their  Consent)  of 
1  1 00  Acres  of  said  Planting  Land  for  themselves,  and  600 
Acres  more  to  maintain  a  Free  School  at  New  London,  and  200 
Acres  more  for  the  Settlement  of  a  Priest  there; — And  the 
Assembly  soon  after  granted  the  whole  of  the  Township  of  Col¬ 
chester  to  a  Number  of  Proprietors,  without  any  Purchase  from 
the  Indians.  —  On  the  Proprietors  attempting  to  settle  the  Town¬ 
ship  the  next  Year,  Major  Mason,  their  aforesaid  Guardian,  sent 
up  his  Son  Captain  John  Mason  with  20  Indians  to  forbid 
their  Settling  on  said  Land,  upon  which  there  was  a  small 
Skirmish,  and  the  Settlers  took  four  Indians,  and  put  them  in 
New  London  Jail,  and  went  on  to  Settle  said  Township;  where¬ 
upon  Oenenco  sent  a  Complaint  to  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne 
informing  that  he  had  given,  and  sold  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Con¬ 
necticut  twenty  Townships,  Reserving  to  himself,  and  Tribe  the 
before  mentioned  Tracts  of  Hunting,  and  Planting  Grounds 
which  Contained  in  the  whole  1 00,000  Acres,  which  said  1 00,- 
000  Acres  the  General  Assembly  had  Granted  away  to  the 
English  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony.  —  Her  Majesty  heard  the 
Complaint,  and  ordered  it  to  be  carried  through  the  Law  at  the 
Crown’s  Cost,  and  appointed  Governor  Dudley3  of  Boston  with 
nine  other  Gentlemen  to  hold  a  Court  at  Connecticut  to  hear, 
and  determine  the  Cause,  upon  which  Governor  Winthrop,  and 
his  Council  granted  out  a  Warrant  to  forbid  Govemr.  Dudley, 
and  his  Councils  Holding  any  Court  in  Connecticut,  Saying, 
“that,  King  Charles  had  Granted  them  a  Charter,  and  therefore 
Queen  Anne  had  no  Right  to  order  any  Court  in  Connecticut,” 
— -  but  nothwithstanding,  Governor  Dudley,  and  Councils  went  on, 
and  gave  Judgement,  that,  “all  the  above  mentioned  Hunting, 
and  Planting  Lands  should  be  returned  to  the  Indians,”  where¬ 
upon  the  Governor,  and  Compy.  of  Connecticut  appointed  a 


1  Fitz-john  Winthrop,  governor  of  Connecticut  from  1  698  to  I  707. 

2  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  governor  of  Connecticut  from  1  708  to  1  724. 

3  Governor  Joseph  Dudley  of  Connecticut. 
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Committee  to  accomodate  Matters  with  Captain  Mason,  Guard¬ 
ian  to  the  Indians,  and  Oenenco.  Accordingly  they  agreed  that 
the  Indians  should  Hold  their  Planting  Lands,  and  that  the  In¬ 
habitants  should  hold  all  the  Hunting  Lands,  in  Consideration 
of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  for  which  Sum  the  Committee  gave 
Oenenco  a  Bond,  &  Oeneco  gave  them  a  Deed  of  said  Hunting 
Lands.  —  but  when  the  Committe  made  a  Report  to  the  As¬ 
sembly  of  what  they  had  done,  the  Lower  House  accepted  of  it, 
but  the  upper  House  frowned  upon  it,  and  sent  it  out  of  Court; 
upon  this  the  Committee  tore  their  hands,  and  Seals  off  from  both 
Deed,  and  Bond,  and  left  the  matter  as  before.  —  Shortly  after 
this.  Captain  Mason  received  a  Wound,  which  disabled  him 
for  several  Years,  but  on  the  Recovery  of  his  health  took  a  Voy¬ 
age  to  London  to  get  out  Execution  on  the  aforesaid  Judgement, 
but  on  his  Arrival  there,  he  found  that  the  Governor  &  C°.  had 
obtained  a  Review:  whereupon  his  Majesty  appointed  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  New  York,  and  his  Council,  and  the  Governr.  of  Rhode 
Island  and  his  Council,  or  any  five  of  them  to  Review  said 
Judgement.  — 

About  this  time  the  Mohiccon  Indians  were  alarmed  with  a 
Rumour  (supposed  to  be  spread  by  some  friends  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment)  that  the  Mohawks  were  about  to  come,  and  take  their 
Country,  upon  which  they  desired  the  Government’s  Assistance, 
and  were  answered  by  Govr.  Tollcott,  that  if  they  would  ac¬ 
knowledge  Benjamin  Uncas  for  their  Sachim,  they  would  pro¬ 
tect  them,  otherwise  they,  the  Mohawks,  might  kill  them  all. 
Upon  this  the  Mohiccons  immediately  began  to  build  a  Fort  for 
their  Defence;  but  on  being  informed  that  it  was  only  a  Trick 
to  frighten  them,  they  cut  it  all  down,  and  destroyed  it.  —  The 
Governor  of  New  York,  agreeable  to  his  Instructions  sent  Col 
Courtland,1 2  and  Daniel  Horsmanden"  Esquire,  and  Governor 

1  Philip  Van  Cortland,  member  of  the  New  York  Provincial  Council 
from  1  730  to  1  748. 

2  Daniel  Horsmanden,  member  of  the  New  York  Provincial  Council 
from  1733  to  1747. 
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Wanton1  of  Rhode  Island  with  six  of  his  Council  came,  and  held 
a  Court:  but  the  day  before  the  Court  sat,  the  aforementioned 
Benjamin  Uncas  gave  a  Deed  to  the  Government  of  the  whole 
Claim,  upon  their  giving  him  a  Cold  laced  Coat,  and  Hat,  and 
declared  him  to  be  the  chief  Sachim,  but  contrary  to  the  Consent 
of  the  Tribe  of  Indians,  who  unanimously  Protested  against  it, 
Saying,  “that  this  Ben  Uncas  was  not  the  right  Heir,  —  that  his 
Father  was  a  Bastard,  and  not  the  Heir  of  old  Uncas,  and  there¬ 
fore  called  him  Piquium,  which  signifies  in  English,  “that  he  was 
half  Dog.”  —  Upon  the  Opening  of  the  Court,  the  Government 
brought  in  this  pretended  Sachim  (alledging  that  the  Tribe  had 
no  Right  to  say  any  thing  in  the  Case),  and  he  confessed  Judge¬ 
ment  against  himself,  and  the  Court  refused  to  hear  the  Council 
for  the  Tribe,  upon  which  Colonel  Cortland,  and  Daniel  Hors- 
manden  Esquire,  protested  against  said  Court’s  Proceedings,  & 
said,  “it  was  a  Trick"  —  drew  off,  and  left  them;  but  Gover¬ 
nor  Wanton,  and  his  Council  proceeded,  and  gave  Judgement 
in  favor  of  the  Government,  against  the  Indians,  —  whereupon 
the  said  Tribe  of  Indians  sent  a  Complaint  to  his  Majesty  King 
George,  informing  him  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court,  where¬ 
upon  said  Judgement  was  declared  to  be  Erroneous,  and  his 
Majesty  appointed  the  Governors  of  New  York,  and  New 
Jersey,  and  their  Council,  or  any  five  of  them,  again,  to  Review 
said  Judgement,  accordingly  Cadwallader  Colden2  Esquire,  Dan¬ 
iel  Horsmanden  Esqr..  Colonel  Cortland  of  New  York,  Doctor 
Rodman,3  and  Robert  Hunter  Morris4  Esquire,  from  New  Jersey 
came  to  hear  the  Case,  whereupon  the  Council  for  Connecticut 

1  William  Wanton  was  governor  of  Rhode  Island  from  1732  to  1734; 
John  Wanton  from  1  734  to  1  740;  Joseph  Wanton  from  1  769  to  1  775. 

2  Cadwallader  Colden,  at  different  times  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
York,  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Council  from  1721  to  1  776. 

3  John  Rodman  was  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Provincial  Council 
from  1  738  to  1756. 

4  Robert  Hunter  Morris  was  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Provincial 
Council  from  1738  to  1764. 
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made  this  Plea  (viz*.)  “that  King  Charles  the  second  had 
granted  a  Charter  to  Connecticut,  and  therefore  King  George  had 
no  Right  to  appoint  anj'  Court  in  said  Colony but  on  the  Courts 
desireing  them  to  Sign  their  Plea,  they  desired  Liberty  to  con¬ 
sider  it  ’till  next  morning.  —  the  day  following  they  brought  a 
small  piece  of  Paper  into  Court;  four  Inches  wide  on  which  were 
wrote  words  to  the  following  Purport  (viz1.)  “I  Uncas  Sachim 
of  Mohiccon  do,  upon  mature  Consideration,  make  over  all  my 
Lands,  but  my  Planting  Lands  to  the  Governor,  and  Magistrates 
on  Connecticut  River,”  and  was  Dated  A.D.1640  (eighteen 
Years  before  Connecticut  Charter,)  — and  their  Council  fur¬ 
ther  said,  that  Major  Mason  came  into  the  General  Assembly 
A:D:  1664,  and  told  them  that  he  had  bought  all  the  Mohiccon 
Lands,  and  would  have  them  lake  the  Jurisdiction,  Right  &c  — 
(but  they  made  him  this  answer,  viz*,  if  you  have  bought  it,  you 
may  take  it,  and  settle  it  your  self,  "Vv'e  will  have  no  Concern  with 
it  ) ,  and  therefore  they  Said  the  whole  of  the  Mohiccon  Country 
was  Conveyed  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut;  —  Whereupon, 
three  of  the  Judges  made  up  Judgement  in  favor  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  found  the  Fee  well  Conveyed,  —  Whereupon  the 
other  two,  viz'.,  Daniel  Horsmanden  Esquire  and  Robert  Hunter 
Morris  Esqr.  Protested  against  said  Judgement,  and  sent  their 
Protest  home  with  the  Judgement.  —  There  being  a  Clause  in 
the  last  Commission,  that  either  Party  that  was  aggrieved  by  the 
Judgement,  might  have  an  Appeal  home  to  his  Majesty,  and 

Privy  Council,  which  should  finally  decide  the  Controversy:  _ 

Accordingly  Mr.  Samuel  Mason,  Guardian  to  the  Indians,  ap¬ 
pealed  to  his  Majesty,  and  Council,  went  to  London,  and  peti¬ 
tioned  for  Money  wherewith  to  carry  on  the  Case,  according  to 
the  Act  of  Queen  Anne  aforementioned,  and  they  Granted  him 
£95  7..  12..  7  for  what  he  had  expended  on  said  Case,  and  finally 
to  finish  it  (which  is  the  last  Money  was  given  to  Relieve  the 
Indians)  of  which  money  they  Ordered  £371  .  .  to  be  kept  to 
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finish  the  Case,  and  not  to  be  applied  to  any  other  use,  —  and 
Mr.  Mason  and  his  Attorney  Mr.  Ashley  gave  Bonds  for  the 
P erformance  thereof,  and  lodged  the  Money  in  a  Banker’s  hands 
till  the  day  of  Tryal;  —  the  day  of  Tryal  was  appointed,  but 
Mr.  Samuel  Mason’s  death,  which  was  twelve  days  before  said 
day  (which  was  October  the  1 6th.  A:D :  1  7  [56] *)  prevented  the 
case  from  coming  to  a  Tryal,  and  the  Guardianship  being  en¬ 
tail’d  on  Captain  Mason,  and  his  Male  Heirs,  Mr.  Ashley  wrote 
over  to  know  who  was  the  surviving  Male  Heir  of  Captain 
Mason,  and  Mr.  John  Mason,  who  is  now  going  to  England,1 2 
on  behalf  of  the  said  Tribe,  is  the  Male  Heir  — 

P:S. —  The  Government  Committee  came  to  me 

twice,  &  a  the  third  time,  two  of  the  Chiefs  of  said  Committee 
came,  and  desired  me  to  take  the  Government’s  side.  —  they 
said,  if  I  was  of  their  side,  they  knew  that  they  should  gain  the 
Cause,  for  that  the  Indians  had  laid  more  weight  on  what  I  said, 
since  Captain  Masons  death,  than  on  any  body  else.  —  I  told 
them  that  I  knew  that  as  well  as  they  did.  —  they  then  offered 
me  800£  out  of  Connecticut  Colony’s  Treasury.  —  I  told  them 
that  the  Indians  were  in  the  Right  of  the  Cause,  and  they  in 
the  wrong.  —  that  therefore,  in  Conscience,  I  could  not  serve  the 
Devil  for  800£.  —  for  I  counted  it  no  better  than  a  Bribe.  —  they 
seemed  to  be  a  little  heat,  and  then  walked  off,  and  never  said 
one  word  from  that  day  to  this  about  the  matter.  — 

I  would  further  inform  you  (which  I  had  forgot)  that  after 
Major  Mason,  and  they  (the  Indians)  had  conquered  the  Pe- 
quots,  the  Lord  Say,  and  Lord  Brook  came  over  from  London, 
and  bought  Say  Brook  of  said  Uncas  (it  was  called  Saybrook 

1  Figure  omitted  in  manuscript. 

J  For  a  letter  dealing  with  this  dispute,  see  Robert  Clelland  to  Thomas 
Fitch,  Dec.  26,  1764,  in  Connecticut  Historical  Society  Collections,  18: 
313-15,  Fitch  Papers,  p.  2. 
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from  the  names  of  these  two  Lords),  and  said  Lords  build  a 
Fort  at  said  Say  Brook  at  King  Charles  the  second’s  expence, 
and  my  Grandfather  was  Engineer,  and  Gunner  of  said  fort, 
which  soon  after  some  evil  minded  Persons  set  a  fire,  and  burned 
to  ashes,  and  the  Ruins  of  it  are  to  be  seen  there  to  this  day.  — 

Signed  — 

Joseph  Tracy.  — 


CONFERENCE  WITH  INDIANS 

Copy 1 

[Niagara,  July  9-14,  1764 ] 

Minutes  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson’s  proceedings  with  the  Indians 
from  his  arrival  at  Niagara,  July  7th.  1  764. 

Monday,  July  9th. 

Several  Ottawas  of  Michihmackinack  who  had  been  for  some 
time  attending  Sir  Wm.  Johnson’s  arrival  waited  on  him  this 
Morning,  &  spoke  as  follows. 

Brother, 

We  heartily  Wellcome  you  to  this  place,  &  we  request  that 
this  Young  White  Man  here  present  may  act  as  an  Interpreter, 
for  us  in  all  our  transactions  with  you. 

Brother, 

We  have  long  waited  your  arrival,  &  have  been  repeatedly 
told  you  would  be  here  in  a  little  time,  we  are  now  most  heartily 
Glad  to  see  you,  &  as  a  proof  of  our  Esteem,  we  bind  you  and 
our  people  together  so  fast  that  no  people  can  ever  separate  us. 

Brother, 

We  intreat  you  will  compassionate  our  poverty,  &  the  losses  we 


1 1*1  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Parkman  Collection.  Printed 
in  part  from  mutilated  document,  Johnson  Papers  4:466-478. 
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sustained  in  neglecting  our  affairs  in  order  to  bring  the  English 
prisoners  in  safety  last  year  to  Montreal. 

Brother 

We  have  now  done  for  the  present  but  tomorrow  we  shall 
open  our  minds  more  fully  to  you  &  acq'.  you  with  all  the  news 
am’st  us  — 

Gave  3  Strings. 

To  which  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  answered. 

Brethn. 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  all  here,  &  to  find  you  appear  so  well 
disposed,  I  shall  make  use  of  the  Young  Man  you  have  recom¬ 
mended,  &  hear  w'.  you  have  to  say  tomorrow :  — 

Yr.  behavior  last  year  was  very  good,  &  1  am  glad  you  was  well 
awarded  for  it  notwithstands.  wch.  after  affairs  are  settled  here.  If 
I  find  you  continue  to  act  properly,  I  shall  consider  your  Wants, 
&  afford  you  some  Supply  — 

Gave  3  Strings. 

July  10th.  The  Inds.  being  all  arrived  with  the  Army  this 
morning,  The  Onondagas,  &.  1  waited  upon  Sir 

Wm  on  the  occasion. 

P.M.  The  Nipissins  &  Ottawas  waited  on  Sir  Wm  —  They 
said  they  were  come  now  to  see  him;  that  they  had  met  with  no¬ 
body  on  the  way  who  understood  or  Could  treat  with  them. 
That  at  Oswego  they  were  directed  to  attend  him  at  Niagara, 
as  the  person  transacting  Ind".  affairs,  &  were  glad  to  find  the 
Young  Man  their  Interpreter  present. 

Sir  Wm  answered  them.  —  That  he  was  glad  to  see  all  those 
who  had  been  instrumental  in  Saving  the  Lives  of  the  Garrison 
of  Michilimackinack,  &  who  were  resolved  to  act  as  friends  to 
the  English,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  they  came 


1  Blank  in  manuscript. 
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on  their  own  private  affairs,  or  were  Deputized  by  their  Nation: 
If  so  he  was  ready  to  hear  them. 

They  answered  — 

That  the  afternoon  being  far  spent  they  would  deferr  declaring 
their  business  till  the  next  morning  when  they  would  attend  him 
—  he  replyed  That  he  should  be  glad  to  see  them  early  to¬ 
morrow,  &  hear  what  they  had  to  say ;  but  Expected  they  would 
speak  from  their  hearts,  and  not  their  Lips  as  many  Nations  had 
done,  &  thereby  incurred  our  displeasure.  — 

Then  gave  them  the  Pipes,  Tobacco,  &  a  Dram,  after  which 
they  departed.  — 


Ottawa  Chiefs 


July  11th.  (1764)  The  Ottawas,  Chipeweighs,  Cristineans  & 
Nipissins  waited  on  Sir  William 

Present. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart. 

G.  Johnson  Esqr.  D.A.  for  Indn.  affairs 
Bildennawan 
Cashkokey 
Teckamus 
Otchinggwas 
Pemmassad 
Shawwamusse 
Otchibauscasigon 
Shownannicaboa 
Kagaisse 
Sowwongibbey 
Ogewetassin  — 

Wabikackeck  — 
or  white  Hawk  ]  a  Chipeweigh  Warrior  Alg.  &  Nip. 

Speaker  addressed  Sir  Wm  as  follows  — 

Brother,  We  take  this  time  to  assure  you  that  all  those  Indians 
now  here  are  your  friends  &  well  disposed  in  their  hearts,  as  for 
me  you  Know  I  live  amongst  your  people  near  Montreal. _ 


Chipeweigh  Chiefs 
a  Christinox 
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As  a  proof  of  the  good  will  of  the  Inds.  present,  wherever  they 
met  with  any  of  your  blood  they  brought  it  safely  down  to  you. — 
Then  Bildanwan  the  Chief  of  the  Ottawas  arose  &  said  — 
Brother,  When  we  saw  you  yesterday  you  told  us  that  we 
should  speak  honestly  &  from  our  hearts  to  you  without  Conceal¬ 
ing  any  thing,  which  gives  us  great  pleasure  &  we  therefore  beg 
you  will  now  listen  to  us.  — 

We  are  become  very  poor,  having  no  Trade  or  Goods,  which 
reduced  some  of  us  to  great  necessity  last  Winter  &  we  fear  some 
of  us  may  starve  the  next,  unless  supplied.  You  desired  we  should 
acq1  you  with  the  Cause  of  our  coming  &  we  shall  conceal  nothing 
from  you,  we  hope  you  will  by  your  usage  to  us,  render  your 
Enemys  Jealous  &  uneasy  at  the  treatment  we  receive  — 

Brother.  We  are  in  great  Want  of  powder,  in  particular, 
without  which  we  cannot  subsist  our  familys,  having  Expended 
all  which  was  formerly  given  us.  We  are  also  without  Knives, 
Axes  or  any  other  Necessary  Articles,  &  therefore  We  are  come 
to  see  you  &  hoping  you  will  consider  our  distresses  — 

A  Bunch  of  black  Wampum 

Brother.  You  have  desired  us  to  open  our  hearts,  &  we  do  so 
we  shall  hide  nothing  from  you,  but  honestly  acq‘.  you  with  every 
thing  we  Know  —  We  are  in  pressing  want  of  many  things  & 
desirous  to  return  home  soon,  we  therefore  beg  you  will  allow 
those  who  have  Furs  to  trade  them  off  &  also  to  purchase  some 
Rum  in  order  to  take  home  —  We  are  the  more  urgent  as  we 
see  that  the  Traders  are  packing  up  their  Goods,  for  which  reason 
we  should  be  glad  to  trade  imediatly.  We  have  been  long 
from  home  &  did  not  meet  with  your  Speech  till  we  came  near 
Montreal  from  whence  we  were  sent  here  by  the  Govr  who  told 
us  that  you  would  supply  our  wants  &  fill  our  Canoes.  —  We  now 
beg  you  will  tell  us  where  we  can  have  Rum  to  Comfort  us,  as 
we  are  in  great  want  of  it  — 

A  bunch  of  black  &  White  Wampum 
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To  which  Sir  Wm.  answered  them 

Brethren,  I  have  heard  what  you  said,  &  shall  answer  it  in  the 
Afternoon  In  the  meantime  I  must  Explain  to  you  what  I  meant 
by  desiring  you  to  open  your  hearts.  —  this  was  to  know  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  present  War  &  who  commenced  it  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  know  how  I  should  treat  with  the  Inds.  whom  I 
shall  meet  at  this  place  — 

To  which  the  Ottawas  Chief,  ansd.  that  he  Knew  nothing  of 
the  War  till  it  was  commenced,  but  they  1  in  the  Morn¬ 

ing  till  all  they  Knew. 

Then  1  the  Nipissin  said.  That  all  those  present  were 

alike  well  attached  to  the  English  — 

Sir  Wm.  dismissed  them  with  pipes  Tobacco  &  a  dram  — 

Brethren.  You  let  me  Know  the  other  Day  that  you  were  in 
great  Want  of  Amumtion  &  Everry  other  article  necessary  for 
yr.  hunting  or  Subsistance — As  I  have  Severall  times  since  my 
arrival  here  told  you  the  reason  of  yr.  Suffering  Viz.  by  the  bad 
behaviour  of  the  Drunken  foolish  Inds.  I  need  not  add  farther  on 
that  subject,  than  to  advise  you  to  Assist  all  in  your  power  to 
bring  them  Wicked  People  to  Sense  of  their  [Error  As] 2  Soon  as 
that  is  done.  Trade  will  imediatly  flourish,  &  not  before,  In  the 
meantime.  As  you  have  given  me  so  many  assurances  &  Proofs 
of  yr.  good  intentions,  I  shall  order  you  a  little  Amunition,  for 
your  Journey,  &  some  Cloathing  for  yr.  Familys. 

A  Belt 

Brethren.  I  am  oblidged  to  you  for  opening  yr.  hearts  to  me,  & 
that  is  the  way  Brothers  must  always  do,  otherwise  they  cannot 
be  called  true  brothers.  Nor  their  friendships  last  long. 

As  to  yr.  request  for  liberty  to  trade  w'.  Furrs  &  Skins  you 
have  here,  it  is  you  see  granted,  entirely  on  Acc".  of  your  good 
behaviour  towards  our  Prisoners,  &  yr.  peaceable  disposition. 


1  Blank  in  manuscript. 

-Words  supplied  from  original  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:470. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765  267 

this  indulgence  should  convince  you  of  our  regard  for  all  well  dis¬ 
posed  Indians,  when  you  see  Trade  denyed  to  all  others,  As 
Soon  as  ye.  have  finished  Trading,  I  purpose  giveing  you  a  proof 
of  his  Majesty  s  bountyful  Esteem,  for  Good  honest  Indians.  I 
shall  likewise  give  you  some  Rum  to  carry  home  with  you  — 

A  Belt. 

At  a  Conference  with  the  Ottawas,  Chipeweighs,  Nipissins  &c 
in  the  presence  of  the  Six  Nations.  July  12th.  1764.  P.M. 

Present. 

Sir  Wm  Johnson  Baronet 

G.  Johnson  Esqr.  D.A.  for  Indn.  affairs.  Lieut  Coll  Browning 
&  Sevr1.  other  officers  Lieut  Coll  Campbell. 

Speaker 

Brother  Warrajheyagey 

The  Menomenys  &  Folsavoins  have  sent  me  with  this  Calumet 
of  peace  to  inform  you  that  they  are  on  their  Way  to  see  you. 
there  are  three  Nations  Viz1,  the  Osages  who  cannot  see  you  this 
Summer  —  We  must  now  desire  you  will  let  us  hear  what  you 
have  to  say  so  as  we  may  be  able  to  give  them  an  Acct  of  it  — 
Then  delivered  the  Calumet  which  was  Smoked  out  of  by  all 
present. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Caghnawagas  then  declared  that  the 
affairs  of  this  day  were  over  &  that  tomorrow  they  should  pro¬ 
ceed  to  business  —  Upon  which  they  adjourned  till  tomorrow  — 
At  a  Conference  with  the  Ottawas,  Chipeweighs  Nipissins  &c 
in  the  presence  of  the  6  Nations,  Niagara,  July  13th,  1  761  [4]. 

Present1 

Sir  Wm  addressed  them  as  follows 
Brethren, 

I  am  glad  to  see  all  of  those  of  your  people,  who  are  well  dis- 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript  follows. 


268 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


posed  &  I  shall  be  well  pleased  to  meet  the  sev1  Nations  who 
have  sent  the  pipe  of  peace  and  I  shall  treat  with  them  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Gave  3  Strings 

Brethren.  The  unjust  War  Commenced  by  many  of  the  West¬ 
ern  &  other  Nations  leaves  me  little  reason  to  Expect  that  we  can 
rely  much  upon  their  Sincerity,  and  the  great  King  finding  all 
other  methods  ineffectual  has  been  obliged  to  send  an  Army  with 
a  large  body  of  good  Inds.  under  an  Experienced  Officer  now 
at  this  place,  in  order  to  bring  all  obstinate  Nations  to  a  Sense  of 
their  folly,  at  the  same  time  as  some  Nations  made  proposals  last 
fall  of  peace  &  Reconciliation.  I  was  directed  to  meet  them  here, 
and  I  am  now  ready  to  hear  what  they  have  to  offer.  I  Expect 
that  you  will  first  declare  who  were  the  Promoters  of  the  War  & 
the  causes  they  assigned,  for  so  high  a  breach  of  their  Agree¬ 
ment  — 

A  Belt. 

Brethren 

You  all  doubtless  begin  to  see  the  consequences  of  a  Quarrel 
with  the  English,  by  the  Loss  of  an  Extensive  Trade,  which  you 
might  have  Securely  enjoyed  but  for  the  Treacherous  behaviour 
of  some  of  your  Neighbours  who  have  by  their  conduct  deprived 
you  of  it.  Since  it  must  appear  to  be  the  highest  madness  in  us  to 
suffer  any  goods  to  go  into  a  Country  where  our  Enemys  reside. 
The  Cause  why  you  have  no  Trade  is  still  remaining,  &  his 
Majesty  will  permit  none  until  all  our  Enemys  are  reduced  to 
reason  It  is  therefore  the  Interest  of  all  you  who  are  our 
Friends  who  have  sensibly  felt  the  dearth  of  Goods,  &  who 
have  wisdom  enough  to  see  to  whom  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  en¬ 
gage  unanimously  ag*.  our  Enemy5  &  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
bring  them  to  a  Just  punishment,  or  a  proper  Knowledge  of  their 
Error  If  any  of  Your  Young  Men  as  a  proof  of  their  inno¬ 
cence  in  the  War  &  of  their  esteem  for  us,  Joyn  heartily  at  this 
time  &  accompany  his  Majestys  Troops,  &  the  Ind5.  now  here, 
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they  shall  be  well  rewarded  &  I  shall  likewise  send  home  your 
old  people  with  a  handsome  present  as  a  proof  of  his  Majesty’s 
Esteem.  I  hope  this  proposal  will  be  the  more  Agreeable  to  you 
as  it  is  the  best  opportunity  you  Ever  can  have  of  convincing  us 
of  your  own  Sincerity,  and  of  Revenging  yourselves  on  account  of 
the  Trade  of  which  our  Enemys  have  deprived  you.  — 

A  belt. 

Brethren 

Several  of  your  people  here  present  have  strongly  represented 
their  Great  Wants,  on  acct  of  the  Stoppage  of  Goods,  &  Set 
forth  their  Good  behaviour  last  year  in  Escorting  the  Garrison 
of  Michilimackinac  to  Canada,  for  this  the  English  are  very 
thankfull  &  I  am  glad  the  Inds.  were  very  well  rewarded  at 
Montreal  but  Notwithstanding  which  I  would  willingly  indulge 
them  in  their  late  demands,  If  it  were  in  my  power  but  that 
cannot  be  [at]  present,  his  Majesty  having  strictly  forbid  it  till  our 
Enemys  are  Subdued  —  What  you  suffer  by  this  prohibition 
shoC  Convince  you  of  the  ill  consequences  of  Quarreling  with  the 
English  who  Command  all  the  Doors  into  your  Country  &  with¬ 
out  whose  Consent  you  can  receive  no  Supplys,  as  we  shall  never 
suffer  any  goods  to  be  transported  into  an  Enemys  Country.  I 
am  sensible  of  the  Inconvenience  You  labour  under,  and  the 
distance  you  have  come,  which  might  all  be  remedied  if  we 
had  a  post  again  at  Michilimackinac,  as  no  Traders  are  evei 
to  go  hereafter  but  where  there  is  a  post  for  the  Security  of  their 
goods.  I  am  hopefull  you  would  be  glad  to  see  the  English  once 
more  at  that  place,  as  you  might  then  have  your  wants  supplied 
without  the  delay  &  trouble  of  a  long  Journey.  If  I  Judge  aright, 
let  me  Know  it  that  measures  may  be  taken  accordingly.  — 

A  Belt 

Brethren 

If  I  have  taken  notice  of  what  you  said  this  morning  and  am 
well  pleased  to  hear  you  have  preserved  my  Words  at  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  this  place  so  carefully.  As  your  happiness,  and  Security 
depends  upon  your  good  behavior  to  the  English.  I  expect  you 
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will  always  have  it  in  View,  that  by  due  observance  of  your 
several  Engagements  you  may  enjoy  the  benefits  resulting  from 
their  Friendship.  — 

A  Belt 

To  which  1  the  Chief  of  the  Chipeweighs 

answered  — 

Brother 

Hearken  to  what  I  have  now  to  say:  I  have  been  away  at  St 
Marys  where  I  have  resisted  all  the  Sollicitations  of  your  Enemys 
who  sent  me  three  belts  of  Wampum  which  I  disregarded.  —  I 
have  been  this  Summer  at  La  Baye  where  I  told  your  Enemys 
that  I  was  coming  to  you,  but  they  disregarded  me.  —  had  I 
Known  what  was  intended  ag'.  you,  you  shod.  not  have  Suffered 
the  loss  you  did:  for  my  part  I  always  endeavoured  to  preserve 
peace,  &  have  become  a  great  Sufferer  &  very  poor  by  the  War. 

I  Know  nothing  of  the  War  nor  can  I  fix  it  wth.  certainty  on  any 
Nation  —  As  it  is  now  too  late  &  we  want  to  consult  together  we 
must  defer  says,  anything  till  tomorrow.  — 

Then  1  A  Chipeweigh  Chief  addressed  Sr  Wm  — 

Brother, 

I  live  over  the  North  Side  of  this  Lake  &  am  a  Stranger  to 
what  past  but  I  have  always  loved  peace  &  am  now  very  poor; 
I  have  attended  to  w*.  you  said  &  am  heartily  Glad  I  Know  yr. 
Resolutions.  — 

Gave  a  bunch  of  Wampum 

Then  the  Chief  of  the  Ottawas  (Bindanouan  spoke  — 

Brother,  you  must  not  imagine  I  am  acquainted  with  the  Cause 
of  the  War  [as  I  live  so  distant]2  I  only  heard  a  little  bird 
Whistle  an  acc*.  of  it  &  on  going  to  Michilimackinac  I  found 
your  people  Killed,  Upon  wch.  I  sent  our  Priest  to  enquire  into 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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the  [ cause  of  it]  matter.  On  the  Priests  return  he  bro't  me  no 
favourable  acct.  but  a  War  hatchet  from  Pondiac  wc^  I  scarcely 
looked  on  &  imediatly  threw  away.  I  Expected  the  Priest  wo’d 
have  bro’t  me  a  More  particular  acct  from  Pondiac,  but  he  bro’t 
nothing  but  what  I  have  mentd. 

Bror.  As  It  is  now  late  we  shall  retire  &  Consult  on  an  Ansr. 
ag*.  Tomorrow  — 

Saturday  July  14th.  At  a  Conference  with  the  before  mentd 
Indians. 

Present  as  before  — 

A  Chipeweigh  Chief  spoke  as  follows  — 

Brother, 

Hearken  to  what  I  have  to  say.  —  We  are  a  poor  Ignorant 
people,  &  Know  nothing  of  w*.  you  asked  us  Yesterday. 

Gave  Skins 

Brother 

We  resolved  to  wait  your  arrival  here,  &  to  attend  to  wl.  you 
said  —  We  are  not  of  the  same  people  as  those  reside  abf 
Michilimacknc  we  only  heard  at  a  distance  that  the  Enemy  were 
Killing  yr  people,  on  which  we  covered  our  heads,  a  I  resolved 
not  [to]  suffer  my  people  to  engage  in  the  War  I  gathered  them 
together,  &  made  them  sit  still.  In  the  Spring  on  uncovering  my 
head  I  perceived  that  they  had  again  began  a  War  &  that  the 
Sky  was  all  cloudy  in  that  Quarter.  I  tho*.  all  was  peace  — 

Gave  a  Beaver  blanket 

Brother, 

All  our  Young  people  on  hearing  of  the  renewal  of  hostilities 
were  determined  on  peace  &  Rejected  the  Wampm.  sent  by  yr. 
Enemys  after  which  we  took  all  the  prisoners  from  amongsl  them 
—  Perhaps  you  may  doubt  the  truth  of  wh'.  I  have  said  but  be 
assured  it  is  from  my  heart,  &  that  the  Great  Spirit  wo’d  dis¬ 
cover  our  falshood  if  we  used  any.  We  have  lived  by  our¬ 
selves  two  days  Journey  from  Toronto. 
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Then  18  Young  Warriors  of  the  Chipeweighs  who  were  to 
Joyn  the  Army  seated  themselves  opposite  Sr  Wm  after  which  a 
Chief  stood  up  &  Said. 

Brother, 

Hearken  to  what  I  say.  We  have  attended  to  your  desire  of 
Yesterday,  &  in  consequence  of  it,  here  are  18  of  my  people  who 
shall  Joyn  the  Army,  the  rest  not  being  here.  We  flattered  our¬ 
selves  that  you  wo’d  Give  us  a  taste  of  your  Strong  Water  which 
we  are  very  desirous  of  —  We  would  also  desire  to  have  Mc¬ 
Carty  with  us  as  an  Interpreter,  as  he  understands  our  language 
well  — 

They  deferred  ans§.  with  regard  to  the  Post  at  MichiH  till 
the  arriv1  of  the  Warriors  Arrived  — 

Then  Sir  Wm  addressing  the  Chipeweighs  said  — 

Brothers 

I  have  hearkened  with  attention  to  what  you  have  said  &  I  am 
well  pleased  to  hear  of  your  friendly  disposition  towds.  the 
English.  —  I  recommend  to  you  always  to  continue  in  the  sane 
Sentiments  as  the  only  means  of  receiving  peace  &  plenty  to  your 
people.  — 

I  thank  you  for  your  readiness  in  furnishing  us  with  18  of 
your  people,  they  shall  be  well  taken  care  of,  &  have  the  Inter¬ 
preter  you  desire,  &  I  am  hopefull  the  Example  you  have  set  will 
be  followed  by  all  the  Well  disposed  Indians  in  your  parts. 

Agreable  to  yr.  desire  I  have  sent  for  Liquor  that  yr.  young 
Men  may  dance  the  War  dance  — 

As  many  of  the  Western  Inds.  are  on  the  road  &  will  be  here 
to  night,  I  shall  defer  saying  any  thing  farther  till  their  arrival 

Then  delivered  them  Some  Rum  of  which  the  Warriors  &c 
drank  a  Glass  &  then  danced  the  War  dance.  — 

After  which  the  Chipeweighs  said.  That  they  hoped  Sir  Wm 
wo’d  remr  his  promise  about  Clothing  the  old  people  that  they 


1  Apparently  intended  for  “remainder.” 
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were  in  a  Great  hurry  &  wanted  to  return,  that  their  Canoes  were 
insufficient  to  carry  them  home  — 

Then  the  Chipeweighs  Said  —  That  it  gave  them  the  most 
infinite  pleasure  to  hear  of  Sir  Wm’s  coming,  that  on  his  arrival 
the  Lakes  became  placid,  the  Storms  ceased  &  the  Whole 
face  of  Nature  was  changed  — 

Sir  Wm.  ans’d  them,  that  their  dem’ds  &  his  promises  sho’d  be 
duly  noticed. 

P.M.  The  Menomineys  &  Ottawas  Arrived  &  waited  on  Sir 
Wm.  to  acq*.  him  that  197  of  their  people  were  at  the  Carryg 
place,  &  wanted  boats  to  bring  them  to  him  Sir  Wm.  thereupon 
ordered  Eight  boats  to  bring  them  down  — 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

July  15 A  1764 

The  Ottawas  of  L’Arbre  Croache2  near  Michillimackinac 
waited  on  Sir  Wra.  Johnson  at  3  to  the  number  of  3  with 
the  following  Chiefs  —  viz*.  Kiocuskcum,  Egorniney,  and  Nosa- 
iVaquet. — After  delivering  their  Passes  (in  which  they  were 
strongly  recommended  by  Major  Gladwin)  and  also  a  Letter 
from  Le  Pere  1  Jesuit  Missionary  at  Michillimackinac. 

containing  strong  Assurances  of  their  good  Behavior,  they  then 
delivered  Sir  Wm.  &c  four  Calumets  of  Peace  of  which  he 
smoked,  and  returned  them  to  the  Indians,  who  passed  them 
round.  —  this  done,  Mac.kakeeman  their  Speaker  addressed  Sir 
William  as  follows.  —  viz*. 

Present  -  Sr.  Wm. 

Brother  Warraghiyagey  — 

We  are  very  happy  in  Seeing  you  as  you  have  cleared  the 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  L’Arbre  Croche. 

3  Blank  in  the  manuscript  copy. 
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Sky  throughout  this  Country,  and  Smoothed  the  Waters  of  the 
Lakes,  so  that  all  is  calm.  —  We  are  poor,  and  hope  you  will 
consider  our  past  Services,  &  take  Compassion  of  us.  we  are  to 
assure  you  of  our  friendship  and  affection  for  the  English.  — 
Then  told  Sir  Wm.  that  they  hoped  he  would  allow  them  a  Bul¬ 
lock  to  make  Broth,  and  give  them  a  little  Liquor  to  take  to 
their  Encampment,  and  hoped  for  as  good  Usage  as  they  had  met 
with  last  Year  at  Montreal.  — 


Sir  Wm.  answered  that  he  was  glad  to  See  them,  and  to  receive 
so  good  a  Character  of  them,  and  hoped  they  would  continue  to 
deserve  it,  —  that,  as  Montreal  was  a  Settled  Country,  they 
could  be  better  Supplied  with  Provisions  than  here,  especi¬ 
ally  as  our  Enemies  had  killed  most  of  our  Cattle,  —  that  he 
would  nothwithstanding  try  to  get  some,  and  wou’d  send  them 
some  Rum  over  the  River,  —  that  he  hoped  before  he  left 
Niagara  to  render  the  Lakes,  and  Waters  perfectly  smooth,  and 
to  clear  the  Air,  as  he  was  come  to  make  Peace  with  the  Penitent 
Indians,  but  that  as  our  obstinate  enemies  deserved  Punishment, 
one  of  his  Majesty  s  Commanders  was  come  here  with  a  Body 
of  Troops  to  act  against  them.  —  Then  gave  them  Pipes,  To¬ 
bacco,  and  Rum,  after  which  they  went  off.  — 


On  the  same  day  the  Falsovoines,  or  Manominis  living  at  La 
Bay1  waited  on  Sir  W«*.  to  the  number  of  90  with  the  following 
Chiefs,  who  brought  with  them  Lieu'.  Gorrell’s2  Testimonials  in 
their  favor  —  viz1. 

Grand  Pee  j  Succamoy,  or  Musketo 

Monsieur  Carot  Wabashago,  or  White  Crab 


Chicconaway 


Wenosachey,  or  Bever.  — 


They  addressed  Sir  William  as  follows.  — 


Brother.  — 

Hear  what  we  have  to  Say;  We  are  very  poor.  Our  Fathers, 

La  Baye  des  Puans,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin. 

2  Lieutenant  James  Gorrell  of  the  60th  regiment. 
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(we  don’t  mean  the  French)  desired  us,  when  we  spoke  with 
our  Brethren,  and  wanted  any  thing  to  smoke  a  Pipe  with  them 
first.  —  Brother,  nothwithstanding  the  Road  was  full  of  Bushes 
&c,  —  we  pushed  our  way  through  in  Order  to  see  you,  and  to 
know  how  your  heart  was,  and  now  we  are  glad  to  See  the  Sky 
here  clear.  —  Brothr.  when  our  old  Man  present,  the  Speaker, 
was  here  two  Y  ears  ago,  he  took  so  fast  a  Hold  of  your  hand, 
that  nothing  could  since  part  them.  —  Some  other  Indians  tell 
Lies,  and  deceive  you,  but  I  never  will.  —  and  when  the  drunken, 
and  bad  Indians  began  Hostilities,  I  always  thought  of  what  you 
said,  and  expected  that  I  would  be  esteemed  accordingly,  where¬ 
fore  I  did  all  in  my  Power,  and  Saved  some  of  your  People, 
for  which  I  hope  you  will  take  Pity  of  our  Children  &c  — 
Brother,  the  Indians  of  our  Nation  at  La  Bay  hold  you  fast  by 
the  hand,  and  as  this  is  the  Pipe  our  fathers  esteemed  so  much, 
we  will  leave  it  with  you  to  convince  you  of  our  Regard.  — 

Then  Gave  the  Pipe  to  Sir  Wm.  to  smoke,  and  after  handing 
it  round  to  all  present  to  smoke  out  of  it,  delivered  it  to  Sir  Wm. 
as  a  Token  of  their  Regard,  &  Sincerity,  —  they  then  told  Sir 
Wm.  that  they  had  Escorted  three  English  from  La  Bay ,  who 
were  left  there  last  Y ear,  and  assured  him  it  was  with  the  greatest 
Difficulty  they  cou’d  save  them  from  the  Chippaweighs  who  took 
the  Fort  of  Michillimackinac.  —  They  then  addressed  Sir  Wm. 
—  Brother,  we  are  quite  destitute  of  Wampum  Belts,  having 
made  use  of  all  we  had,  in  endeavoring  to  quiet  the  illdisposed, 
and  bring  them  to  their  Senses,  having  Delivered  out  above 
twenty  on  that  Occasion.  —  they  then  said  that  they  had  finished 
for  the  present,  and  would  wait  to  hear  Sir  Wm’s.  answer  in  the 
morning.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  was  glad  to  see  so  many  of  their  People 
here  at  this  Meeting,  and  more  so,  as  they  came  well  Recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Commands.  Officer  of  La  Bay,  and  Major  Glad¬ 
win,  —  that  he  Regarded  all  honest  Indians,  and  would  treat 
them  according  to  their  Merit  —  that  he  would  speak  to  them 
the  next  day,  having  the  Hurons  this  day  to  talk  with.  —  then 
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gave  them  Pipes,  Tobacco,  Rum  &c  to  carry  to  their  Encamp¬ 
ment,  and  Parted. 


NATIONS  AT  INDIAN  CONGRESS  AT  NIAGARA 

Copy 1 

July,  1764 


Indians  at  the  Congress 

at 

Niagara.  July. 

1764. 

Mohawks . 

45 

Caenawagues.  .  ^ 
Canyesadaguss .  \ 

124 

Schahanies . 

14 

Canajoxeris  . 

57 

Oneydas  &  Tusce- 
roras  . 

— ■ 

120 

Onendagas . 

2 

.  .  o 

115 

Aquagaws . 

117 

Senecas  . 

178 

Fennessess . 

'■’3 

273 

Cayugas . 

a 

146 

Menomenies . 

S 

99 

Jibbeways  . 

*■£ 

71 

Ottawas . 

173 

Huron  &  Wyandots 

.  .T. 

16 

Foxes  &  Sacs  .... 

27 

women  &  children  .  . 

150 

Total 


.1725 

£25.000N. 


Expence  of  Provisions  for  the  Indians] 

only  at  the  Congress,  Niagara  July  york  Cur- 

1  764  .  rency 

Besides  the  presents . £38.000  Sterling. 

1  Printed  in  “Journals  of  Capt.  John  Montresor”,  in  Nerv  York  His¬ 
torical  Society  Collections,  188/,  p.  275. 
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CERTIFICATE  TO  AN  OTTAWA 

D.  S 7 

[Niagara,  August  1,  1764]. 

By  the  Honourable  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet,  His 
Majestys  Sole  Agent  and  Superintendant  for  the  Affairs  of  the 
Northern  Indians  of  North  America,  —  Colonel  of  the  Six 
united  Nations,  their  Allies  and  Dependants  &ca  &ca  &ca. 

To  Akowawbomye  —  A  Chief  of  the  Ottawaw  —  Nation 
Whereas  I  have  received  from  the  officers  Commanding  the  out¬ 
posts  as  well  as  from  other  persons  an  account  of  your  Good 
behaviour  last  year  in  protecting  the  officers,  soldiers  &c.  of  the 
Garrison  of  —  Michilimackinac  —  and  in  Escorting  them  down 
to  Montreal,  as  also  the  Effects  of  the  Traders  to  a  large  amount 
and  you  having  likewise  entered  into  the  strongest  engagements 
of  Friendship  with  the  English,  before  me  at  this  place  —  I,  Do 
therefore  give  you  this  Testimony  of  my  Esteem  for  your  Ser¬ 
vices  and  Good  behaviour  — 

Given  Under  my  hand  and  seal  At  Arms  At  Niagara  the  first 
day  of  August  1764  — 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

1  hereby  Certify  that  the  above  when  delivered  to  me  having 
the  Seal  torn  and  defaced,  I  took  the  Seal  now  fixed,  from  an 
Old  Testimonial  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  &  Affixed  it  to  this 
Testimonial  —  given  under  My  hand  &  Seal  at  Montreal  this 
22d  day  of  August  1  792. 

Joseph  Chew1 2 
Secret^,  of  Indian  Affairs 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  A  nearly  identical  certificate  for 
Kewaykishgum,  an  Ottawa  chief,  is  in  the  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library. 
A  similar  document  for  a  Menominee  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:499. 

2  Joseph  Chew,  associate  of  Sir  William  who  received  an  appointment 
of  secretary  of  Indian  Affairs  in  1  774;  served  in  Canada  as  Secretary  of 
Indian  Affairs,  1  792-98. 
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AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Niagara  July  J7-August  4,  1764 ] 

At  a  General  Congress  at  Niagara  on  the  [  1  7th.] 2  July  1  764 
with  the  Sachims,  and  Chiefs  of  the  Ottawas,  Chippeweighs  of 
Toronto,  of  Lake  Huron,  and  Lake  Superior,  the  Nipissins, 
Algonkins,  Meynomeneys,  or  Falsavoins,  &  Ottawas  of  La  Bay, 
the  Six  Nations,  &  Indians  of  Canada.  — 

Present  —  Sir  William  Johnson  Superintend'. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Agent 

Sir  William  addressed  the  several  Nations  as  follows,  begin¬ 
ning  with  those  who  arrived  last.  — 

Brethren  the  Menomeneys,  &  Ottawas  of  La  Bay.  — 

Before  your  Arrival  at  this  Place,  I  had  a  General  Meeting 
with  your  Brothers  the  Ottawas,  Chippeweighs,  &c  wherein  I 
explained  to  them  the  Occasion  of  my  coming  here,  and  the  cause 
that  the  Army  was  going  against  our  Enemies,  that  the  Officers 
commanding  the  Troops  was  directed  to  go  against  those  Nations, 
who  continued  obstinate,  and  that  I  was  to  receive  the  Concessions 
of,  and  Settle  a  Peace  with  those  Nations  who  were  disposed  to 
Yeild,  after  which  you  should  all  have  Trade;  but  ’till  that  was 
effected,  his  Majesty  would  not  permit  it,  and  that  some  of  the 
young  Men  Should  Join  our  Troops,  and  Indians,  as  a  proof  of 
their  Sincerity  and  Attachment,  and  that  if  they  expected  a  Trade 
upon  good  Terms,  they  must  admit  of  a  Fort  at  Michillimackinac., 
with  the  particulars  of  which,  and  their  Compliances,  you  are  all 
acquainted.  I  shall  therefore,  now  speak  to  you  in  general  on  the 
Subject  of  this  Meeting.  — 

A  Belt. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  These  several  meet¬ 
ings  at  Niagara  which  come  in  succession  in  the  Indian  Records,  are 
given  here  in  order. 

2  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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Brethren  — 

You  have  known  the;  English  for  a  number  of  Years,  though 
your  Connections  with  the  French  prevented  your  having  much 
Intercourse  with  them  until  we  reduced  all  Canada,  and  of  con¬ 
sequence  became  possessed  of  all  the  Out  Posts,  which  the  French 
Governor  granted  us  by  the  Capitulation. — You  assisted  the 
French  during  the  late,  and  preceding  War,  and  they  Rewarded 
you  for  it,  nothwithstanding  which,  although  we  were  numerous, 
and  able,  we  did  not  attempt  anything  against  you,  but  con¬ 
sidered  you  as  a  People  who  had  been  misled,  and  Imposed 
upon  by  them.  —  They  often  sent  Armies  against  you,  killed 
many  of  your  People,  and  meditated  a  Design  of  possessing  them¬ 
selves  of  your  Country :  we  never  attempted  the  one,  nor  intended 
the  other.  —  perhaps  you  got  more  Presents  from  the  French  than 
from  us;  but  this  was  given  you  as  Pay,  nor  would  you  have 
received  anything  from  them,  but  that  you  gave  them  Some 
assistance.  —  All  we  wanted  was  to  keep  the  Posts,  which  we 
took  from  the  French,  in  Peace,  and  Quietness,  and  to  carry  on 
a  fair  Trade  at  them  with  you  for  our  mutual  Advantage.  —  Yet 
you  see  that  some  of  the  Western,  and  other  Indians  were  not 
capable  of  knowing  when  they  were  happy,  but  began  a  Quarrel 
with  us,  murdered  our  Traders,  &  took  our  Forts  by  treachery.  — 

Now  they  begin  to  be  Sorry,  to  be  sensible  of  their  loss,  their 
families  are  reduced  to  necessities,  and  they  have  involved  you  in 
the  same  Situation,  because  we  cannot  trust  our  Goods,  or 
Traders  in  an  Enemy’s  Country.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

How  blind  must  these  People  have  been  if  they  imagined  that 
a  few  troublesome  drunken  People  could  shake  so  strong  a  Na¬ 
tion  as  the  English,  who  conquered  the  French,  and  all  their 
Allies?  who  could  support,  or  give  them  Succor?  have  not  we 
every  Door  in  this  Country?  If  they  thought  the  few  French  re¬ 
maining  could  Join  them,  how  grossly  have  they  been  mistaken, 
—  these  French  are  a  conquered  People,  now  our  Subjects,  and 
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must  fight  for  us.  —  if  they  doubt  this,  let  them  cast  their  eyes 
to  the  Carrying  Place,  where  many  Hundred,  the  flower  of  all 
Canada  are  now  prepared,  and  going  with  our  Warriors  against 
them.  — 


They  have  heard  bad  Stories  from  the  French;  no  doubt  they 
have,  —  and  from  French  Traders  who  wanted  to  set  them  a 
Quarrelling  with  the  English  that  they  might  reap  the  fruits  of 
Trade.  —  that  is  now  over.  —  No  ill  disposed  People  will  ever 
be  suffered  into  your  Country,  nor  any  Lies  told  you  to  blind 
your  Eyes,  whilst  they  Stole  your  Furrs.  —  the  English  will 
deal  fairly  with  you.  —  they  will  treat  you  kindly,  and  trade 
with  you  honestly.  You  will  grow  Rich,  and  happy,  and  your 
Brothers  Contented,  so  that  our  Union  cannot  be  shaken.  — 

A  Belt. 


Brethren.  — - 

All  that  is  wanting  on  your  Parts  to  attain  this,  is  that  you 
never  more  listen  to  Stories  told  you  by  People  who  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Management  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  you  shut  your 
Ears  against  all  bad  Birds,  and  be  no  longer  deluded  by  their 
Whistling,  —  that,  when  any  evil  Reports  prevail,  you  cast  your 
Eyes  to  the  Eastward,  where  you  will  find  me  ready  to  clear  up 
mistakes,  and  do  you  Justice,  —  that  you  love  the  English,  and 
Consider  them  as  Brethren,  —  that  you  take  care  of  our  Post 
at  Michillimackinac,  and  the  Soldiers,  and  Traders  there,  and 
that  you  keep  the  Sky  clear,  and  the  Waters  of  the  Lakes,  and 
Rivers  smooth,  and  even  so  that  they  may  come  to  that  Country 
without  any  Danger,  —  &  lastly  that  you  do  all  in  your  power  to 
procure  Restitution  for  the  Trader’s  Losses,  and  to  restore  to  them 

their  P anis,  and  other  Prisoners,  now  amongst  your  People. _ 

If  you  will  do  all  this,  and  engage  to  pay  due  Regard  for  the 
future  to  what  I  have  now  Recommended,  I  shall  once  more  re¬ 
ceive  you  into  an  Alliance  with  the  English,  and  take  care  that 
every  thing  on  their  parts  shall  be  strictly  adhered  to,  to  which  end 
his  Majesty  purposes  a  Regulation  of  Indian  Trade  to  correct  all 

Abuses;.~  A  Belt. 
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To  which  the  Indians  answered. 

Brother.  — 

We  have  hearkened  to  what  you  have  Said,  and  perfectly 
understand  the  whole  of  your  Speech ;  we  shall  now  take  the  same 
into  Consideration,  &  give  you  an  answer,  tomorrow  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  —  &  then  Parted.  — 

Sir  William  then  Acquainted  the  Hurons  that  he  intended  to 
speak  to  them  in  the  afternoon.  — 


At  a  Conference  with  the  Hurons  of  Detroit  July  the  1  7th. 
1 764  ~ 

Present  —  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1.  Superintend1. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Ag1. 

Sir  William  addressed  them  as  follows  —  viz1. 


Sachims  &  Chiefs  of  the  Huron  Indians.  — 

I  did  not  expect  when  I  received  you  into  Alliance  with  the 
English  in  1761  that  the  solemn  Engagements  you  had  then 
entered  into  would  have  been  so  shortly  violated.  —  You  had 
experienced  the  good  Disposition  of  the  English  ever  since  they 
took  Possession  of  that  Country,  —  they  never  Resented  your 
attachment  to  the  French,  nor  attempted  to  deprive  you  of  your 
Liberty.  —  The  French  left  the  Country,  and  you  at  our  Dis¬ 
cretion,  and  we  might  have  denied  you  Trade,  and  reduced  you 
to  Starve,  if  we  had  been  ill  disposed  or  had  any  bad  Designs 
against  you.  On  the  contrary  we  shewed  you  favor,  and  Regard, 
—  admitted  you  into  our  Ailiance,  and  sent  you  Traders  in 
Abundance^-  In  return  you  have  made  War  upon  our  People, 
and  killed  many.  — JhWaHsurdity  of  your  attempts  against  us, 
who  have  conquered  the  French,  and  You,  makes  me  Pity  your 
folly,  and  I  hope  by  this  time  you  are  convinced  that  it  really 
was  such :  —  if  so,  I  hope  it  may  be  a  means  of  keeping  you  to 
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your  Engagements  hereafter,  on  which  your  Happiness  de¬ 
pends.  — 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  any  more  particular  Instances  of  your 
late  Conduct,  as  I  conclude  you  are  a  good  deal  concerned  at  it 
by  your  Desire  of  Peace  signified  to  Major  Gladwin  last  Year, 
and  to  me  lately  by  the  Return  of  my  Messengers.  —  I  have 
therefore  only  to  desire  you  will  attend  to  the  only  Terms  of 
Peace  that  can  be  Offered  you.  — 

After  which  Sir  Wm.  explained  to  them  the  following  Articles1 
—  viz*. 


Then  the  Hurons  after  having  agreed  to,  and  signed  the  above 
Articles,  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Brother.  — 

We  give  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  having  made  Choice 
of  this  day  to  go  through  so  happy  a  Work.  —  We  are  thank- 
full  to  the  Great  King  for  this  Instance  of  his  Clemency,  as  well 
as  to  you  for  your  kind  treatment  to  us,  as  also  for  your  power¬ 
ful  Mediation  on  our  Behalf,  and  perfectly  Agree  to  what  you 
proposed.  Our  Children  yet  unborn,  will  Remember,  and  be 
thankful  for  this  good  Work.  —  Although  we  are  accused,  yet, 
during  the  whole  War,  we  have  Observed  our  Engagements, 
and  constantly  treated  with,  and  spoke  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Detroit.  —  We  agree  perfectly  to  the  Articles  pro¬ 
posed  to  us,  and  shall  abide  by  them,  as  well  as  be  always 
Sensible  of  your  good  Offices;  —  and  we  beg  you  will  make 
Allowance  for  our  Ignorance  on  this  Occasion.  — 

Gave  a  Bunch  of  Wampum  — 

Brother.  — 

We  return  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  above  who  knows  our 
Actions,  &  we  are  full  of  Respect  for  the  Great  King  George,  as 

1  These  Articles  of  Peace  are  printed  in  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col  Hist  /V  Y 

7:650-51.  * 
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well  as  highly  obliged  to  you  for  the  Transactions  of  this  day.  — 
It  is  certain  were  we  ill  disposed,  we  should  have  left  our  Settle¬ 
ment,  when  we  Seen  the  Hills,  and  the  Trees  shake.  —  What  we 
did,  we  were  Compelled  to  by  your  powerful  Enemies  the  Otta- 
Was,  who  prevented  our  Communication  with  the  Fort,  but  never 
forgot  our  Engagements.  —  We  acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  as 
you,  to  have  no  Head,  but  the  Great  King,  and  we  perfectly 
agree  with  all  the  Articles  proposed.  — 

A  Belt  6  Rows  — 


At  a  Congress  with  the  Ottawas,  &c  —  at  Niagara  on  July 
the  19th.  1764.  — 

Present  —  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar1.  Superintend'. 

Guy  Johnson  Esquire,  Depy.  Agent 

One  of  the  Chiefs  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  are  glad  to  see  you  here  this  day,  as  also  the  Officers, 
and  Traders.  —  We  request  you  will  attend  to  us  here  assembled, 
—  Your  Brothers  from  Michillimackinac,  who  are  very  poor,  and 
have  many  Children.  —  This  is  the  Pipe  of  Peace  which  is  in 
great  Esteem  amongst  us,  and  which  we  always  smoke  out  of.  — 
Brother,  this  Pipe  was  sent  by  the  1  to  smoke  out  of,  with 
our  Brother,  and  we  are  to  assure  you  that  this  is  an  old  Pipe, 
made  when  the  Indians  of  those  Nations  came  to  their  Senses.  — 
they  all  Joined  in  sending  it  to  you,  and  we  hope  you  will  Comply 
with  their  Desires,  by  Smoking  out  of  it.  —  We  shall  leave  it 
with  you  here,  and  we  hope  you  will  take  Care  of  it,  that  it 
may  be  smoked  out  of  by  the  distant  Nations,  whenever  they 
come  here.  — 

1  hen  Gave  the  Calumet  with  a  Belt 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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Brother.  — 

I  speak  on  Behalf  of  the  Chiefs  of  all  the  Nations  here,  and 
I  hope  you  will  take  Compassion  on  our  Distresses,  and  Poverty. 
—  On  the  Receipt  of  the  first  News  of  Michillimackinac,  we 
were  astonished,  <k  covered  our  Heads  with  our  Blankets.  —  We 
have  not  yet  lost  our  Senses,  but  retain  them  as  we  did,  when  we 
were  a  numerous  People.  —  but  we  are  in  great  Poverty.  — 
Brother,  this  is  a  fine  clear  day,  &  we  hope  the  Great  Spirit  is 
this  day  looking  down  on  our  Actions,  and  that  you  will  Pity  our 
Condition.  — 

Gave  a  Belt  of  7  Rows  — 

Brother.  — 

I  hope  you  will  Excuse  my  Ignorance,  being  an  Old  Man 
chosen  by  the  Young  People.  —  We  hope  you  will  pity  us,  and 
that  we  may  meet  with  the  same  Treatment  here  we  did  last  Year 
at  Montreal,  when  we  Escorted  the  Garrisons  there.  —  We  are 
in  great  want  of  Trade  —  Our  Families  in  much  Distress.  We 
beg  you  will  permit  us  to  Trade,  as  we  have  some  Furs,  —  and 
that  the  Trade  may  be  reasonable.  — We  hope  the  Traders  will 
take  a  Buckskin  as  a  Beaver,  and  two  Doeskins  as  of  the  same 
Value.  Also,  four  Racoons  for  a  Beaver,  and  one  Bear  Skin. 

two  small  Beavers  to  be  as  one,  and  that  you  will  take  our 
Deer  Skins.  When  we  lived  at  Michillimackinac  with  the 
drunken  Indians  there,  we  brought  them  in  a  great  Measure  over, 
and  we  shall  endeavor,  to  do  the  same,  on  our  Return  home. _ 

^  A  Belt  8  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  speak  for  all  our  Nations  who  are  as  one,  and  have  the  same 
way  of  thinking.  —  We  have  been  here  a  good  while,  and  are 
very  desireous  to  trade,  and  Return  immediately  without  Hurting 
our  Skins,  and  we  hope  you  will  think  no  Harm  of  us,  but  that 
we  are  come  here  on  the  same  good  work  with  yourself,  and  as 
your  Men  are  now  going  out  against  the  drunken  Indians,  we 
hope  that  we  who  are  well  disposed  may  not  be  hurt. _ 

A  Belt  8  Rows.  — 
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Brother.  — 

I  speak  for  the  Chief,  Piggagun,  here  present  who  lives  on  an 
Island  near  Michillimackinac.  —  he  first  Wellcomed  your  People 
to  Detroit,  —  he  is  now  come  here  with  the  same  good  Dispo¬ 
sition,  —  I  therefore  hope  you  will  Pity  him,  and  allow  him  to 
Trade.  — 

A  Belt  1  1  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  speak  now  for  the  ChippeiOaighs  near  Toronto,  to  assure  you 
that  they  are  all  well  disposed,  and  of  one  mind  with  us,  and 
you.  —  they  are  now  reduced  to  great  Poverty  through  the 
means  of  those  Indians  who  became  drunk:  they  therefore  beg 
you  will  indulge  them  with  a  fair  Trade  in  like  manner  as  the 
rest.  — 

A  Belt  of  1 0  Rows.  — 

To  which  Sir  William  answered.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  have  attended  to  what  you  have  Said,  and  I  shall  direct  that 
the  Calumet  of  Peace  may  remain  here  for  the  Purposes  you 
mentioned;  I  am  glad  to  find  so  many  Nations  well  disposed,  and 
shall  always  be  glad  to  see  them.  —  I  expected  you  would 
have  been  more  particular,  and  that  you  would  have  given 
me  a  full  answer  to  my  last  Speech,  when  I  desired  you  would 
continue  to  Act  as  Friends  to  the  English,  and  take  care  of  the 
Fort  at  Michillimackinac,  as  also  to  collect  the  Prisoners,  Deser¬ 
ters,  and  Panis,  and  other  Slaves,  who  were  English  Property, 
as  well  as  to  make  some  Restitution  to  the  Traders  for  the 
Losses  they  Sustained.  —  I  hope  you  will  strictly  perform  all 
this,  and  give  me  your  answer  upon  it.  —  in  the  mean  time,  as 
you  represent  your  great  Want  of  Trade,  and  that  as  I  look  upon 
you  as  a  well  disposed  People,  I  have  conferred  with  the  Officers 
commanding  the  Troops  going  on  this  Expedition,  and  we  have 
agreed  to  let  you  have  a  reasonable  Trade  for  two  days,  com- 
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mencing  tomorrow,  after  which  all  Trade  must  be  Stopped,  until 
our  Enemies  are  Reduced.  —  it  is  therefore  your  Interest  to  sup¬ 
port  us  in  bringing  them  to  Submission.  —  they  are  your  Enemies, 
as  well  as  ours,  —  they  are  the  Occasion  of  your  being  so  poor, 
and  without  Trade,  and  until  they  are  humble,  You  cannot  ex¬ 
pect  it  as  formerly.  —  I  am  glad  to  see  Piggagun,  and  well 
pleased  with  his  Services,  —  I  shall  always  Esteem  such  Indians 
as  Act  friendly,  and  honestly  towards  the  English,  &  it  is  their 
Interest  so  to  do.  So  soon  as  Matters  are  entirely  settled,  and 
that  you  have  answered  what  I  last  said  to  you,  I  shall  give  you 
the  great  Covenant  Chain  Belt,  and  I  expect  a  large  one  from 
you  which  shall  be  carefully  preserved.  —  I  shall,  also  as  a 
Proof  of  his  Majestys  Bounty,  and  Esteem,  give  you  a  Present, 
and  some  Rum,  that  your  People  on  your  Return,  may  see  the 
kind  Treatment  you  have  met  with  here,  and  I  hope  you  will 
continue  to  deserve  it.  — 

P:M.  —  Pres',  as  before  —  The  Indians  of  Michillimackinac 
assembled,  and  Mechuckimon  their  Speaker  addressed  Sir  Wm. 
as  follows.  — 

Brother.  — 

Attend  to  what  we  have  to  say.  —  Our  People  are  foolish 

and  forgot  this  Morning  to  answer  fully  your  former  Speech. _ 

We  are  to  assure  you  that  all  our  People  are  well  disposed, _ 

that  we  love  the  English,  and  were  always  on  the  best  footing, 
both  with  Soldiers,  and  Traders,  whenever  they  came  into  our 
Country,  and  our  Hearts  Open  to  them.  —  We  shall  be  very 
glad  to  see  our  Brothers  again  at  Michillimackinac,  —  we  always 
loved  them,  but  we  now  like  them  better  than  ever,  as  they  come 
for  our  Good.  —  We  all  along  expected  to  have  Trade  on  your 
Arrival  here,  and  we  hope  we  shall  have  it ;  —  but  we  are 

affraid  to  pass  Detroit,  least  your  Enemies  should  attack  us. _ 

We  should  be  glad  to  see  the  Traders  amongst  us  again,  but  we 
are  fearful  that  they  might  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands,  in  which 
Case  we  should  be  worse  off  than  ever.  — 
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Brother.  — 

All  our  People  are  extremely  glad  to  See  you;  they  assure 
you  that  they  have  not  a  single  Prisoner  amongst  them.  —  but 
the  Chippaweighs  who  cut  off  Michillimackinac,  have  two  Sol¬ 
diers,  and  five  Panys,  belonging  to  the  Traders.  —  This  is  all  we 
have  at  present  to  Say,  as  we  only  came  to  answer  to  the  Parts 
of  your  former  Speech,  which  we  had  omitted  this  Morning. 

A  Belt  of  8  Rows.  — 

Sir  Wm.  answered  them  — 

Brothers.  — 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  so  Sensible  of  your  own  Interest, 
as  to  desire  the  Return  of  the  English  at  Michillimackinac.  it  will 
prove  greatly  to  your  Advantage,  as  we  shall  have  it  in  our  Power 
to  supply  you  with  a  greater  Quantity  of  Goods  than  formerly: 
—  We  were  but  just  settled  in  the  Place,  when  our  People 
were  murdered  there.  —  It  gives  me  Pleasure  to  hear  the  In¬ 
stances  of  your  Friendship,  and  good  behavior.  I  hope  you  will 
continue  the  same.  —  as  to  the  Prisoners,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
you  have  none:  —  but  I  expect  you  will  see  to  get  them  from  our 
Enemy,  which  I  think  you  may  easily  do.  —  You  need  not  be 
under  any  Apprehensions  concerning  the  Enemy,  provided  you 
accompany  the  Troops  when  the  Sett  off,  and  after  we  are  again 
settled  at  Michillimackinac,  we  shall  be  able  to  defend  one 
another. 

A  Belt.  — 

Bindanowan  then  addressed  himself  to  Piggagoonin,  and  de¬ 
sired  he  would  regard  what  Sir  Wm.  said  to  him,  and  by  no 
means  to  neglect  it,  nay,  not  that  he  should  not  sleep,  but  have  it 
always  in  his  Thoughts,  and  that  he  shou’d  likewise  try  his  utmost 
for  the  Recovery  of  such  English  Prisoners  as  might  be  still  re¬ 
maining  in  that  Part  of  the  Country. 

Sir  Wm.  then  returned  Bindanowan  many  thanks  for  the 
friendly  Admonitions  he  gave  to  Piggagonin  chief  of  the  Island 
above  Michillimackinac. 
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They  then  desired  to  know  from  Sir  Wm.  how  the  Senecas 
behaved,  or  what  was  to  be  done  with  them.  —  Sir  Wm.  gave 
them  an  account  of  their  villainous  behavior,  and  the  Steps  taken 
to  an  Accommodation  of  Matters  with  them,  wcF,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  fair  Promises  the}'  made  to  him  last  Spring,  they 
did  not  seem  to  regard  now,  —  that  in  case  they  did  not  perform 
them,  he  was  determined  to  do  himself  Justice  in  a  few  days.  — 
Sir  \Vm.  then  desired  to  know  their  Opinion  of  the  affair,  —  to 
which  they  answered  that  they  looked  upon  them  as  a  bad,  and 
troublesome  People,  being  sensible  that  all  this  Trouble  arose 
from  them  the  Delawares,  and  Shawanese.  — 

Parted. 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson  gave  the  following  Answer  to  the  Meyno- 
meneys  of  La  Baye 1  at  Niagara  July  the  21st.  1  764  — 

Present  as  before  — 

Brothers.  — 

I  Attended  to  your  Speech  made  four  days  ago;  and  it  gives 
me  Pleasure  to  hear  of  your  Conduct  and  good  Behavior.  —  be 
assured,  my  Heart  is  good,  and  has  always  been  the  same.  — 
the  Hearts  of  the  English  never  alter,  ’till  they  have  great 
Reason  for  it.  —  \  our  Sufferings  last  W inter  were  Occasioned 
by  the  bad  People  who  made  War  upon  us,  and  it  is  they  should 
answer  for  it.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brothers.  — 

We  shall  never  forget  the  Behavior  of  any  good  Indians  who 
preserv’d  my  Words,  and  followed  my  Advice,  —  and  they  will 
reap  the  Fruits  of  their  Attachment.  I  thank  you  for  the  Satis¬ 
faction  you  express  at  my  Arrival,  and  you  may  rely  on  my  Favor 
so  long  as  you  continue  to  deserve  it,  and  I  shall  not  fail  giving 
your  People  a  Testimony  of  his  Majestys  Regard. 

A  Belt.  — 
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Brothers.  — 

I  am  well  pleased  that  your  Young  Men  are  of  one  way  of 
Thinking  and  I  shall  preserve  Your  Belt  as  a  Proof  of  it.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brothers.  — 

You  say  you  are  of  one  Mind  with  the  Ottawas,  and  that  you 
went  together  to  Montreal.  —  I  hope  you  will  always  continue 
of  the  same  Mind.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brothers.  — 

I  consider  your  Wants,  but  you  must  blame  the  bad  Indians 
who  Occasioned  them;  I  have  allowed  you  a  Trade  here,  and  you 
will  for  the  future,  if  you  behave  well,  be  indulged  with  a  plenti¬ 
ful  one,  and  some  Liquor.  —  I  am  glad  you  remembred  what  the 
Officer  at  La  Baye  said  to  you,  and  from  your  late  good  Be¬ 
havior,  &  the  Confidence  I  have  in  your  Promises,  I  shall  let  you 
have  some  Liquor  to  carry  to  your  People.  — 

A  Belt 

The  Hurons  waited  on  Sir  Wm.  and  addressed  him  as  fol¬ 
lows  — 

Brother.  — 

We  return  Thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  above  that  Matters  are 
so  happily  settled  between  us  at  this  Place,  and  we  greatly  In¬ 
terest  our  selves  in  the  Success  of  all  your  Operations,  for  which 
reason  we  should  be  desireous  to  remain  here  until  publick  Busi¬ 
ness  is  over,  as  it  would  give  us  much  Pleasure  to  carry  home 
the  News  of  your  having  made  Peace  with  all  Nations.  — 

July  23ffi  — 

Sir  William  spent  in  private  Meetings  with  the  several  North¬ 
ern,  and  Western  Indians,  at  which  more  was  done  than  at  the 
publick  ones,  they  being  for  the  most  part  engaged  during  the 
time  in  Trading  of  their  Furs,  and  Skins  at  the  Prices  he  had 
settled  for  them.  —  On  same  day  Sir  Wm.  received  a  Message 
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from  the  Chenussio’s  Camp,  that  they  had  sent  for  all  the  Pris¬ 
oners  &c  and  would  be  here  in  two  days.  — 

A  Chenussio  Messenger  arrived  at  8:A.M.  to  acquaint  Sir 
Wm.  that  at  1 2  o’  the  Clock  the  Chenussios  would  arrive,  having 
encamped  near  this  Place  last  night.  - —  Sir  Wm.  dispatched  the 
Messenger  back  to  acquaint  them  that  half  a  Dozen  of  their 
Chiefs,  should,  on  their  Arrival  come  to  him,  and  let  him  know 
their  Number. — About  2  P:M  they  arrived,  and  fired  three 
Volleys,  first  sending  to  acquaint  Sir  William  of  their  Intention. 
About  5  all  the  chief  men  came  to  his  Quarters,  when  he  charged 
them  with  a  Breach  of  their  late  Treaty,  and  their  ill  behavior  in 
detaining  him  here  so  long,  and  told  them  that  he  would  speak  to 
them  the  day  following  in  publick,  and  expected  that  every  thing 
should  be  settled  the  one  way  or  the  other,  —  to  which  they 
made  answer  (after  going  thro’  their  usual  Ceremonies)  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  attend  the  Meeting  the  next  day,  and 
hoped  then  to  Satisfy  him  as  to  their  Staying  so  long  &c  —  On 
same  day  several  Sachims  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  Coghnawageys 
came  to  Sir  Wm.  to  know  what  he  intended  to  say  or  do  with 
the  Chenussios,  having  heard  the  night  before  that  he  said  he 
would  speak  but  one  Word  to  them,  at  the  same  time  say’d  that 
as  they  were  all  his  friends,  and  Joined  in  one  Cause,  they  ex¬ 
pected  he  would  let  them  know  beforehand  a  little  of  his  mind, 
and  then  they  would  assist  all  in  their  Power  towards  bringing 
matters  with  the  Senecas  to  a  happy  Conclusion.  —  Sir  Wm.  in 
answer  told  them,  that  he  desired  nothing  of  the  Senecas,  but  the 
fullfilling  the  Articles  they  subscribed  to  at  his  House,  which 
were  now  laid  before  his  Majesty,  the  General,  and  the  several 
Governors,  that,  if  they  did  not  do  it,  he  was  resolved  to 
return  from  hence  in  three  days,  and  Report  it  accordingly,  — 
that  he  was  surprized  at  their  asking  him  such  a  Question,  whom, 
they  all  knew  never  to  have  spoke  with  two  Tongues,  as  most  of 
them  did.  — 


At  a  Congress  with  the  Chiefs,  and  Warriors  of  the  Chenus- 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765  291 


sios,  and  other  Enemy  Senecas  —  at  Niagara  July  24th.  1  764  — 
Present  as  before.  — 


Sir  William  Johnson  addressed  them  as  follows  —  viz1. 


Chiefs,  &  Warriors  of  the  Senecas.  — 


I  little  expected  you  would  have  been  capable  of  Acting  so 
bad  a  P art,  as  to  give  Shelter  to  the  Enemy  Delawares,  after  the 
Promises  made  by  your  People  last  Spring  of  treating  them  as 
Enemies,  and  going  against  them,  this  was  so  bad  a  Behavior 
that  any  Nation  (the  good  natured  English  excepted)  would 
have  marched  immediately  against  you.  But  this  is  not  the  only 
Instance  of  your  Breach  of  Agreement,  —  for  you  now  come 
down  with  only  four  Prisoners,  although  you  had  engaged  to 
bring  every  Prisoner,  Deserter,  &  Frenchman,  and  Negro  who 
remained  in  any  of  your  Castles. 

Judge  then  in  what  light  you  deserve  to  be  treated,  and  whether 
it  is  not  a  Proof  of  great  Clemency  in  the  English  to  treat  with 
you  at  all  after  your  last  Years  Cruelty,  your  Breach  of  Treaty, 
lately,  and  your  neglect  of  all  the  Belts,  and  Messages  I  so  often 
sent  you. 

I  wish  you  may  be  Sincere  in  your  present  Intentions,  —  but 
for  the  future  we  can  believe  nothing  but  Actions,  and  there¬ 
fore,  without  entering  into  any  tedious  Formalities,  or  repeating 
past  Transactions,  I  shall  tell  you  in  a  few  Words  what  is  Ex¬ 
pected  of  you.  —  if  you  comply  with  it,  ’tis  well,  and  good,  if 
not,  we  have  no  business  to  meet  upon.  — 


A  Belt.  — 


This  then  is  expected  of  you  that  you  fullfill  every  Article 
of  the  Preliminaries  signed  and  Agreed  to  at  my  House  last 
April  by  the  Deputies  from  your  Nation,  who  are  now  present. 

(Flere  Explained  the  Articles.)  — 

Now  as  you  have  not  come  prepared  to  perfect  these  Articles, 
and  that  many  of  your  Prisoners  are  behind,  I  expect  that  within 
three  days  from  tomorrow  at  the  farthest  you  deliver  up  to  me 
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here  every  Prisoner,  Deserter,  Frenchman  &  Negro  in  your 
several  Castles,  otherwise  I  shall  return  home  without  delay,  and 
look  upon  all  your  Promises  as  nothing.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

That  you  likewise  immediately  appoint  a  few  of  your  best 
Men  to  accompany  an  Engeneer  who  is  to  run  the  Lines,  as 
agreed  upon,  and  see  them  marked  accordingly.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

That  you  engage  to  deliver  up  to  me  within  thirty  days  at 
farthest  three  of  the  Ringleaders  of  the  Delawares  in  order  to  be 
sent  to  the  General,  or  otherwise  Oblige  their  Chiefs  to  come  down 
to  my  House  within  that  time  to  make  a  proper  Submission,  and 
Satisfaction,  —  And  further  that  you  Guaranty,  and  defend  the 
Passage  over  the  Carrying  Place  in  the  most  Secure  Manner  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Lastly  — -  That  for  the  Performance  of  this,  you  deliver  up  to 
me  six  of  your  Chiefs  as  Hostages,  who  shall  be  Restored  when 
the  same  is  fulifilled.  —  If  you  comply  with  these  Terms,  which 
are  the  only  ones  will  be  Offered  you,  I  shall  abate  of  the  Article 
by  which  you  bound  yourselves  to  deliver  up  the  two  Murderers 
of  Kanestio.  — but  be  assured  that  no  Other  Terms  can,  or  will 
be  accepted  of  by  the  English.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Chiefs,  &  W arrrs.  of  the  Chenussios.  — 

I  must  now  desire  for  the  last  time  you  will  take  your  own 
distressful  Situation  into  Consideration,  and  if  you  regard  the 
Safety  of  your  Lives,  your  Families  and  the  Prosperity  of  your 
People  in  general,  you  will  lay  aside  the  foolish  Councils  of  any 
who  have  brought  you  into  this  War,  and  chearfully  submit  to 
the  generous  Terms  which  are  Offered  you.  — 

You  know  I  have  never  deceived  you,  and  therefore  you  may 
readily  believe  me  when  I  assure  you,  that  the  Terms  which 
have  been  Offered,  are  better  than  you  deserved.  —  You  know 
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our  Numbers,  —  You  know  what  we  can  do  with  them,  —  You 
are  not  ignorant  that  we  can  reduce  you  to  Beggary  without 
fighting,  by  only  Debarring  you  of  Trade,  and  you  must  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  no  Nation  of  Indians  would  treat  with  you  in  this 
manner,  who  had  been  greatly  injured  and  had  Power  to  Resent 
it  — If  you  deceive  us  any  more,  or  continue  Obstinate,  your 
Ruin  is  inevitable.  —  If  you  faithfully  perform  your  late  Engage- 
mts.,  the  generous  English  will  forgive  you.  —  Let  me  have  your 
speedy  Answer,  for,  I  have  no  more  time  to  lose,  nor  have  you 
any  other  Alternative.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

The  Meeting  broke  up  for  this  Day.  — 


At  a  Congress  with  the  Chenussios,  at  Niagara  July  25th. 
1  764.  — 

Present  as  before  — 

Sir  Wm.  addressed  them  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Chiefs,  &  Warriors.  — 

I  am  much  astonished  after  your  Transactions  at  my  House 
last  April  that  you  should  have  Harboured  the  Delawares,  our 
Enemies  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Peace  you  entered  into,  and 
the  Tenor  of  the  IV ar  Ax  you  then  took  up,  and  that  you  have 
detained  me  here  so  long  after  the  repeated  Messages,  and  Belts 
which  I  sent  you.  —  Having  spent  so  much  time  here,  during 
which,  I  have  settled  Affairs  with  all  the  other  Indians,  I  cannot 
longer  delay,  nor  be  put  off  with  trifling  Messages.  I  must  there¬ 
fore  desire  to  know  immediately  whether  you  are  now  prepared  to 
fullfill  the  Articles  of  Peace  by  delivering  up  all  the  Prisoners, 
Deserters,  Frenchmen,  and  Negroes  amongst  your  People,  as 
well  as  to  perform  the  rest  of  the  Covenants  your  Deputies  Sub¬ 
scribed  to.  — 


A  Belt. 
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Then  1  a  Chief  of  Chenussio  after  repeating  what 

Sir  Wm.  had  said  on  the  first  Belt,  answered.  — ■ 

Brother.  — 

We  have  attended  to  all  You  have  said,  and  taken  particular 
Notice  of  it,  but  as  two  of  our  chiefs  are  yet  behind  with  the 
Prisoners,  and  may  be  here  this  night,  or  tomorrow,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  answer  you  fully  ’till  their  Arrival,  when  the 
same  shall  be  fully  answered.  —  We  are  much  oblig’d  to  you  for 
your  Caution  against  list’ning  to  bad  Advisers.  —  they  have 
been  the  Cause  of  much  Trouble,  and  it  has  been  entirely  owing 
to  evil  Reports  that  we  were  so  slow  in  Coming.  — 

Just  as  he  had  ended,  Sir  Wra.  received  an  Account  that  Sev1. 
Senecas  were  arrived  who  reported  that  three  Days  ago  they 
met  the  Chiefs  on  their  way  to  Chenussio  to  collect  the  Pris¬ 
oners,  &  bring  them  to  Niagra.  —  then  1  Proceeded  — 

Brother.  — 

We  return  you  many  Thanks  for  your  kind  Advice  which  we 
shall  the  readier  follow,  as  we  are  Sensible  that  since  you  was 
appointed  to  the  Management  of  our  Affairs,  you  never  once 
deceived  us.  —  We  have  now  as  a  Proof  of  the  Sincerity  of  our 
Intentions,  come  on  before  the  rest  with  a  few  of  your  Flesh,  and 
Blood  (viz*,  four  Prisoners,)  the  rest  are  on  their  way,  &  will 
be  here  very  soon,  —  but  they  have  been  Retarded  through  the 
great  Want  of  Provisions.  — however  as  you  represent  that  you 
are  in  a  great  Hurry,  we  shall  send  off  Runners  immediately  to 
make  them  hasten  to  you.  — 

To  which  Sir  William  answered  — 

Chiefs  of  the  Chenussios  — 

I  have  heard  what  you  have  said  in  Answer  to  my  Speech, 
and  I  am  glad  You  have  delivered  up  those  few  of  our  Flesh,  and 
Blood.  I  heartily  wish  on  your  own  accounts  that  the  rest 
may  be  brought  in  tomorrow,  as  I  have  already  spent  much 
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time  in  expecting  them,  but  to  no  Purpose.  —  As  to  your  defer¬ 
ring  to  make  a  proper  Answer  until  the  Arrival  of  the  rest,  I  ap¬ 
prehend  my  time  will  not  admit  of  such  Delays,  however  I  shall 
speak  to  you  further  on  the  Subject  tomorrow.  — 

Then  the  Meeting  broke  up  for  that  day.  — 

Soon  after  arrived  20  Indians  of  Shekonijkamynanee  from  near 
Hudson’s  Bay  who  had  been  1 50  days  out  their  way,  1 5  days 
Journey  from  the  English  Settlements,  by  Rivers  which  have  a 
Strong  Stream.  —  they  said  they  wanted  to  see  Sr.  Wm.  and  to 
assure  him  of  their  Love  for  the  English,  —  said  that  it  was  late 
last  Year  when  they  heard  of  the  War  which  gave  them  great 
Concern,  —  that  they  had  been  at  Niagra  three  Years  ago.  — 
Sir  Wm.  bid  them  Wellcome,  and  told  them  he  would  always  be 
glad  to  see  them,  or  any  Indians,  who  were  friends  to  the  English, 
—  then  Ordered  them  Provisions  to  carry  to  their  People  whom 
they  left  some  Leagues  from  hence,  and  told  them  that  when  they 
were  all  assembled,  he  would  speak  to  them.  — 

In  the  Evening  Sir  Wm.  called  a  Chief  of  each  Nation  to  his 
Quarters  to  whom  he  spoke  very  strongly  on  the  present  Behavior 
of  the  Chenussios,  and  assured  them  that  unless  they  complied 
with,  and  fullfilled  their  late  engagements,  he  would  soon  take 
such  Measures  as  would  make  them  Repent  their  late  vile  Be¬ 
havior.  — 

P:M  —  The  Six  Nations  &c  met  agreeable  to  their  Adjournment 

Present  as  before.  — 

Abraham  chief  Sachim  of  the  Mohocks  addressed  Sir  Wm. 
desiring  to  know  whether  he  was  ready,  and  whether  the  Chiefs 
of  each  Nation  were  assembled.  —  Then  Tohadilkaraiva  a  Chief 
of  the  Chenussios  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows.  —  viz*. 

Brother.  — 

At  our  Meeting  yesterday,  we  acquainted  you  that  we  could 
not  give  you  proper  Satisfaction  concerning  all  the  Articles  of 
P eace,  as  so  many  of  our  Chiefs  were  yet  behind,  —  but  having 
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received  accounts  last  night  that  our  People  were  on  their  way 
hither  with  all  the  Prisoners  &c,  we  were  desirous  to  acquaint  you 
with  their  Sentiments  before  their  Arrival  to  assure  you  that  we 
are  unanimously  determined  on  performing  what  was  promised 
by  our  Deputies  at  your  House  last  Spring,  and  to  fulfill  all  their 
Engagements;  —  this  we  were  the  readier  induced  to  tell  you,  as 
you  appear  so  desirous  of  leaving  this  Place.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  we  only  meet  at  present  on  account  of  the  Hurry  you 
expressed  yesterday,  we  shall  not  at  present  return  your  Belts; 
but  they  shall  be  fully  answered  on  the  Arrival  of  the  rest  who 
are  behind. — We  have  only  at  present  to  assure  you  of  our 
Readiness  to  comply  with  the  Terms  our  Depties.  Subscribed 
to.  — 

Brother.  — 

At  the  Meeting  held  at  your  House  last  Spring,  you  threw  a 
Belt  to  the  rest  of  the  Six  Nations  (not  to  us)  recommending  it 
to  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  any  of  your  Enemies, 
and  also  a  Belt  to  bind  their  Warriors,  and  prevent  them  from 
going  out  to  War.  —  We  own  we  took  up  the  Ax  before  any  of 
the  Other  Nations,  and  promised  to  make  use  of  it.  We  are  now 
to  assure  you  that  we  are  in  Readiness,  and  will  turn  out  a 
Number  of  our  Young  Men  to  join  the  Army  against  your 
Enemies,  which  is  a  stronger  Proof  of  our  Friendship  than  any 
Words  we  can  make  use  of.  —  We  also  noticed  your  other 
Belts,  and  have  accordingly  bound  our  Warriors  together  in  one 
Place,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  hear  from  you.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  Chenussios  acknowledge  our  selves  to  be  great  Trans¬ 
gressors,  notwithstanding  which  we  hold  fast  by  the  Ax,  and  so 
soon  as  the  rest  of  our  People  arrive,  we  shall  turn  out  all  our 
Young  Men  in  your  Presence,  who  are  desirous  to  accompany 
the  Troops  against  your  Enemies.  — 
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Brother.  — 

With  regard  to  the  Article  you  proposed  concerning  a  Grant 
of  the  Carrying  Place,  and  the  Lands  Opposite  to  Niagara,  we 
are  to  assure  you  that  we  agree  to  the  same,  agreable  to  the 
Bounds,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Articles.  — 

Brother.  — 

i  he  two  Murderers  whom  you  desired  we  should  deliver  up, 
were  certainly  instigated  by  the  evil  Spirit  to  do  what  they  did, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  Sense  of  our  Nation.  —  One  of  these 
died  shortly  after  hearing  he  was  to  be  given  up  into  your  hands ; 
the  other  fled,  and  we  know  not  where  he  is.  —  We  beg  you 
will  not  Consider  this  as  a  Breach  of  our  Covenants.  —  We  are 
not  Masters  over  the  Lives  of  our  People,  and  were  they  in 
our  P ower  at  present,  we  should  certainly  give  them  up  agreable 
to  our  Promise.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  have  now  agreed  to  every  Article  which  was  in  our  Power, 
there  only  remains  the  Delivery  up  of  the  rest  of  your  People 
who  wrere  Prisoners,  —  and  lest  those  who  come  with  them  should 
be  alarmed  on  the  Road,  which  was  the  cause  of  their  Delay 
hitherto,  we  have  sent  Runners  to  assure  them  that  everything 
bears  a  peaceable  Aspect;  so  that  you  may  expect  them  here  the 
Day  after  tomorrow,  at  farthest.  — 

Then  the  Cagnawageys  asked  Sir  Wm.  whether  he  would 
permit  them  to  speak  to  the  Senecas  before  he  answered  them  to 
which  he  having  agreed,  1  homas  King  al  1  spoke  as 

follows  — viz*. 


Sir  William  answered  the  Chenussios  as  follows  —  viz1. 
Chiefs  &c  of  Chenussio  — 

I  have  heard  what  you  have  said,  and  am  pleased  to  find  you 
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have  rememb’red  your  late  Engagements,  and  are  determined  to 
Observe  them.  —  As  your  Happiness,  and  Security  depends  upon 
your  Strict  Compliance  with  the  late  Articles,  I  hope  you  will 
consider  it  as  your  Interest  to  continue  in  the  same  Sentiments,  you 
now  express,  and  that  you  will  take  Notice  of  the  strong,  and 
expressive  Arguments  made  use  by  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada. 
—  As  you  say  that  the  rest  of  your  People  will  certainly  be  here 
the  day  after  toMorrow,  I  have  no  more  to  say  to  you  at  present, 
than  to  tell  you  that  I  expect  if  they  regard  themselves  they  will 
be  here  at  that  time.  — 

On  Friday  the  27th.  July  the  Sachims,  and  Chiefs  of  T ough- 
kamawiman  waited  on  Sir  Wm.,  and  after  smoking  out  of  the 
Calumet  of  Peace  which  they  presented  to  him,  Shuckey  al 
Crane,  their  Speaker  addressed  him  as  follows  — 

Brother.  — 

On  your  taking  this  Place  you  then  took  us  by  the  little  Finger, 
then  by  two  Fingers,  —  then  the  next  time,  you  said  you  would 
take  us  by  the  large,  or  middle  finger,  and  hold  its  fast.  —  Your 
Reception  to  us  last  night  was  so  kind,  that  it  gives  us  Hopes  of 
your  performing  it.  —  We  are  sent  here  by  all  our  chiefs  to 
speak  with  you,  and  to  assure  you  that  we  live  quiet  in  our 
Towns,  and  mind  nothing  but  Hunting,  which,  as  there  comes 
no  Trade  that  way,  is  but  of  little  Service  to  us,  —  for  we  are  so 
poor  (as  you  may  see)  that  we  have  not  a  Knife  to  cut  our 
Victuals,  an  Ax  to  cut  our  Wood,  a  Kettle  to  boil  our  Victuals, 
so  that  we  are  Obliged  to  make  Stones  hot,  and  put  them  into 
Bark  Vessels  to  boil  our  food.  —  Brother,  we  are  therefore  come 
down  through  a  bad,  and  Briary  Road  to  see  the  English,  and  to 
desire  Trade.  — 

Laying  down  a  large  Beaver  Blanket  &  Calumet.  — 

Brother.  — 

In  former  times,  when  the  French  were  here,  and  you  at  Os¬ 
wego,  we  passed  by  this  Place  to  come  to  you,  although  there  was 
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a  great  Plenty  of  everything  here  at  that  time.  —  You  took  us 
by  the  hand,  a  second,  or  third  time.  —  You  then  Offered  us  a 
Flag,  but  we  told  you  we  were  too  Young  yet  to  receive  it,  but 
would  the  next  time,  —  and  as  we  were  on  our  way  to  yu.  the 
fourth  time,  we  heard  of  that  Place  being  taken,  so  were  dis¬ 
appointed.  —  Brother,  we  are  very  poor,  —  We  resolved  to  come 
down  here  to  see  you,  as  did  my  Brother  here  present  also,  I 
brought  you  this  Blanket  to  serve  you  for  a  Bed;  —  You  see  how 
white  it  is :  —  My  Heart  is  as  white,  —  and  quite  free  from  any 
evil  Thought  — 


Brother.  — 

As  I  came  along  the  Road  some  People  told  me,  my  hand  was 
light.  — -  I  looked  at  it,  and  differed  in  Opinion  with  them,  and 
found  it  was  as  usual,  having  never  let  Slip  the  first  Hold,  and 
I  am  now  come  to  take  a  faster  Hold  of  it  (meaning  Sir  Wm.) 
than  ever,  —  and  I  have  brought  you  a  small  Panis  as  a  Pledge 
to  confirm  my  Words.  — 


Brother.  — 

It  is  very  hard  to  pass,  this  side  of  Sl.  Mary’s,  the  Road  being 
very  full  of  Brush,  insomuch  that  we  were  Obliged  to  Open  it 
with  out  hands  to  Save  our  Eyes ;  but  we  resolved  nothing  should 
hinder  us  from  coming  to  your  great  Fire  Place,  the  Light  of 
which  is  now  seen  far,  and  near.  —  You  see  our  Poverty  by  the 
Smallness  of  our  Belt,  this  is  the  Road  of  Peace,  which  we  will 
keep  open,  &  desire  you  will  lay  your  foot  on  one  End,  as  we 
shall  ours  on  the  other; —  then  Nothing  shall  hurt  us.  — 


Brother.  — 

We  have  some  time  ago  heard  your  Desire  of  seeing  us,  and 
all  Nations  here,  —  We  determined  to  come,  and  now  are 
rejoiced  at  your  taking  us  so  friendly  by  the  Hand.  —  Brother, 
You  see  our  Poverty  by  our  Nakedness.  —  Nay,  we  are  ashamed 
to  appear  before  those  Indians,  now  here,  therefore  hope  you  will 
Pity  us,  and  afford  us  something  to  cover  us,  so  that  on  our 
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Return,  our  People  may  see  that  we  were  with  our  Brothers,  the 
English.  — 

Brother.  — 

This  Pipe  is  sent  by  all  our  Chiefs;  —  We  were  obliged, 
several  times  along  the  Road,  to  Hoist  up  this  Pipe  in  our  Canoe 
to  prevent  our  being  Scratched  on  our  way.  —  We  now  leave  it 
here  with  you,  that  it  may  be  used  whenever  any  of  our  People 
come  here,  and  then  think  of  the  Friendship  subsisting  between 
them,  and  the  English.  —  Then  laid  down  the  Pipe.  — 

1  o  which  Sir  William  answered.  — 

Bretheren.  — 

I  have  with  Pleasure  heard  your  friendly  Speech,  and  heartily 
bid  you  welcome  to  this  Council  fire,  which  is  lighted  for  all 
friendly  Indians,  and  expect,  after  this  that  they  will  constantly 
attend  the  same,  and  assist  in  preserving  it  clear,  as  it  is  intended 
for  the  Good  of  all  well  disposed  Indians.  —  As  I  am  now  much 
hurried,  I  must  defer  saying  any  thing  to  you  further  at  present, 
than  to  let  you  know  that  I  shall  to  Morrow,  or  next  day  meet, 
and  Settle  all  matters  with  you  for  our  mutual  Interest.  —  Sir 
Wm.  then  gave  them  a  Pair  of  large  Colours  &  Parted. 

On  same  day1  a  number  of  Sakis,  Winbigoos,  or  Puoans,  and 
Reynards,  or  Outagamies  waited  on  Sir  Wm.  when  Weshion  a 

chief,  and  Warrior  of  the  Sakis  addressed  him  as  follows  _ 

viz*. 

Brother.  — 

Listen  to  me.  I  am  come  a  great  way  to  see  you  through 
Briar y  Roads ;  but  as  I  was  determined  to  see  my  Brothers, 
nothing  could  Stop  me.  —  I  heard  a  great  many  bad  Birds  sing 
as  I  came  along,  yet  I  would  not  Stop,  nor  listen  to  them.  — 
Brother,  when  I  left  my  Town,  the  Day  was  clear,  like  this  Belt 
in  my  hand,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  more  so  on  Seeing  my  Brother. 
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—  and  on  my  way  hither,  in  several  Places,  the  Clouds  were 
dark,  and  heavy.  —  Brother,  I  assure  you  by  this  Belt,  which  is 
like  my  Heart  that  all  my  Nation,  of  whom  I  am  the  Head,  are 
determined  to  live  in  friendship  with  the  English,  as  are  also  the 
Reynards,  and  Puoans.  —  You  doubtless  have  heard  of  our 
Behavior  last  Year  to  your  People  at  La  Baye.  —  that  will,  we 
hope  strenghten  what  we  now  tell  you  — 

Brother.  — 

What  I  now  tell  you  may  be  depended  upon,  as  I  never  speak 
but  what  I  mean,  as  I  understand  you  do  the  same;  —  then 
believe  me  that  all  our  Nation,  and  these  I  before  mentioned  are 
well  inclined  to  the  English.  —  Brother  we  are  come  a  great 
way  to  See  you,  and  let  you  know  our  Distress,  having  neither 
Knives,  nor  Axes,  Ammunition  nor  anything  else  to  make  Life 
comfortable. —  We  are  forced  to  use  our  Bows  and  Arrows. 
We  hope  you  will  consider  our  Poverty,  and  Supply  us  with  such 
Necessaries,  also  with  some  of  your  Milk.  — -  Brother,  we  shall 
conclude  with  requesting  that  you  will  allow  us  Trade,  and  dis¬ 
patch  us  as  soon  as  possible  that  we  may  return  to  our  Nations, 
before  the  cold  Weather  sets  in,  and  let  them  know  the  great 
Work  you  are  now  about  here.  — 

Gave  a  black  Belt  green  Painted 

A  Chief  of  the  Reynards  then  arose,  &  spoke  to  Sir  William — 
Brother.  — 

We  the  Chiefs,  now  present  are  come  a  long  way  to  see  you, 
and  had  we  not  well  guarded  our  Eyes  with  our  hands,  we 
should  have  them  scratched,  as  part  of  the  Road  was  very 
Briary.  —  Brother  —  You  have  heard  what  our  Brother  who 
spoke  last  said  with  respect  to  their  wants,  and  Distresses;  — 
We  being  in  the  same  Situation,  and  as  well  disposed  as  any  of 
the  many  Nations  now  here,  hope  you  will  take  Pity  on  us  also, 
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and  allow  us  to  trade.  —  Our  Women  are  naked  all  to  Leather 
Petticoats  which  they  are  obliged  to  wear.  — 

A  black  Belt  5  Rows  — 

Brother.  — 

I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  before  said,  and  desire  you  will 
let  the  King  know  that  our  Nations  are  come  to  shake  hands 
with  him.  —  Brother —  You  will  believe  that  where  we  live, 
and  about  S*.  Mary’s,  all  is  quiet,  and  the  Sky  clear,  but  can’t 

say  so  as  to  this  side  of  S*. - 1  You  may  depend  upon  it 

that  our  Nations,  viz*,  the  Outagamies,  Tawas,  Menomineys, 
Puoans,  Sakis,  Aijarecy,  Nottawaes,  or  Sieux  &c  are  all  your 
friends.  —  last  Summer  when  your  People  were  ill  treated  by  the 
drunken  Indians,  we  and  the  before  mentioned  Nations  did  all 
in  our  Power  to  Save  them,  and  we  sent  Belts  to  the  TaWas  not 
to  take  up  the  Hatchet,  but  lie  still  as  they  were,  which  they 
listened  to.  —  Now,  Brother,  We  with  this  Belt  wipe  your  Eyes 
dry  for  the  Losses  you  sustained  last  Year.  — 

A  Belt  black  &  White  — 

Then  the  Puoans  addressed  Sir  Wm. 

Brother.  — 

We  have  little  more  to  say  than  what  our  Brothers  have  said, 
being  all  united  in  one  Interest,  and  our  Distresses  being  the 
same.  —  Brother,  we  of  the  Puoan  Nation  are  no  Speakers,  but 
what  we  say,  we  are  sincere  in.  —  We  will  take  you  by  the  hand, 
squeeze  it,  and  hold  it  fast.  —  Brother,  we  all  beg  of  you  most 
earnestly  that  in  case  matters  are  Settled,  and  Peace  made  this 
Year,  you  will  allow  us  Trade,  otherwise  we  must  Suffer.  — 

Six  Strings  of  Wampum  — 

Then  Akousy  one  of  the  Sakeys  Chief  arose,  and  presented  to 
Sir  William  several  Papers,  which  on  Examination  proved  to  be 
Commissions  from  four  different  French  Governors.  —  then  de¬ 
sired  Sir  Wm.  would  let  them  have  some  Rum  to  drink  with  his 
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People,  they  being  very  fond  of  our  Milk  (as  he  called  it)  and 
some  what  more  than  they  had  last  night,  that  their  Women  might 
also  taste  of  it. 

Sir  Wm.  returned  them  the  Papers,  and  told  them  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  glad  to  see  so  many  Sachims,  and  Chiefs  of  the  three  Na¬ 
tions,  viz*.  Sackis,  Reynards,  and  Puoans  especially  as  they  had 
acted  so  friendly  a  part  in  the  late,  and  present  Disturbance.  — 
that  he  would  Consider  their  Demands,  and  give  them  an  Answer 
the  day  following.  —  then  Ordered  them  Pipes,  Tobacco  &c 
after  which  they  went  to  their  Quarters.  — 


At  a  Conference  with  the  T oughkinaioinan  Indians  on  Satur¬ 
day  July  28th.  at  Niagara  — 

Pres*,  as  before 

Sir  Wm.  addressed  them  as  follows  viz*. 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  at  this  Place,  as  well  as  to  hear  that 
you  remember  the  Alliance  entered  into  at  Oswego,  and  when 
we  took  this  Fort.  I  now  give  you  my  whole  hand  which  I  shall 
not  let  slip  so  long  as  you  continue  peaceable,  and  Steady  in  your 
Engagements.  —  T  he  bad  People  who  were  the  Occasion  of  the 
Loss  of  Trade  are  not  all  quiet  as  yet,  —  so  soon  as  they  are 
punished,  you  shall  have  a  more  plentiful  Trade  than  ever.  — 
’till  then  it  is  not  Judged  prudent  by  the  King  to  hazard  his 
Subjects  Goods.  —  however,  as  you  are  a  good  People,  I  shall 
see  to  let  you  have  a  Days  trading  if  possible.  — 

Gave  a  Belt.  — 

Brethn. 

It  pleases  me  to  find  that  you  had  long  ago  commenced  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  English,  and  preferred  Trading  with  them. 
—  As  the  English,  since  the  time  you  have  mentioned,  have  Con¬ 
quered  the  French,  you  can  no  longer  find  any  other  People  to 
trade  with,  so  that  you  must  Consider  that  it  is  on  them  you  are 
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for  the  future  to  depend. —  For  the  present  f  shall  take  your 
Case  into  Consideration,  and  give  you  a  small  Token  of  his 
Majesty’s  Bounty.  —  I  am  glad  to  find  that  your  Hand  has  not 
Slipped,  and  I  shall  consider  the  Panis  you  have  given  me,  as  a 
Pledge  of  your  fidelity,  and  I  hope  shortly  to  clear  the  Road  to 
S'.  Mary’s,  so  that  it  may  become  easy  and  safe  for  Travelling, 
nothing  doubting  but  you  will  assist  in  so  good  a  Work,  so  that 
our  feet  shall  be  fixt  at  the  one  end  of  it  as  you  desire.  — 

Breth".  — 

l  am  glad  you  determined  on  Visiting  me  this  time,  and  I 
wish  we  always  have  so  friendly  a  Meeting.  —  I  shall  take  your 
Distresses  into  Consideration,  &  have  the  Pipe  of  Peace  preserved 
as  a  Testimony  of  your  Friendship.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William  then  answered  the  Sakis  &c  as  follows  — 
Brethren.  — 

l  am  heartily  glad  that  you  persevered  in  coming  here  noth- 
withstanding  the  Difficulties  you  met  with  by  the  way,  and  you 
acted  wisely  in  not  listening  to  the  bad  Birds,  who  might  be  the 
Cause  of  your  Ruin.  —  The  English  have  not  forgot  the  Be¬ 
havior  of  your  People  at  La  Baye,  and  I  expect  you  will  always 
continue  true  to  them,  and  your  Engagements.  — 

Brethren.  — 

It  gives  me  Pleasure  to  hear  the  Professions  of  Peace,  and 
Friendship  from  so  many  Nations,  and  I  shall  always  be  desirous 
to  do  them  Acts  of  Kindness  — 

You  know  whom  you  have  to  blame  for  your  Poverty,  they 
must  be  punished  before  the  Trade  can  be  settled;  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  as  you  say  that  you  are  in  great  want,  I  shall  see  that  you  get 
some  little  Necessaries,  &  Rum  for  the  present  — 

Gave  a  Belt  — 

Sir  William  ansd.  the  Reynards,  or  Foxes,  as  follows  — 
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Brethren.  — 

You  are  truely  welcome  to  this  Place,  and  I  shall  always  be 
glad  to  see  those  who  are  friends  to  the  English.  —  I  am  glad 
you  have  avoided  the  Briars,  which  were  in  the  Road,  and  am 
much  Concerned  at  the  Distresses  which  the  Behavior  of  our 
Enemies  has  involved  you  in,  and  shall  consider  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  shall  lay  before  his  Majesty  the  Behavior  of  all  the  good 
Indians,  &  it  will  doubtless  afford  him  Satisfaction  to  hear  that 
so  many  Nations  as  you  have  mentioned  are  well  disposed.  — 
As  to  those  who  stand  out,  and  love  War,  we  hope  to  bring  them 
soon  to  their  Senses  by  Punishment,  and  I  am  hopeful  it  must 
prove  agreeable  to  all  well  disposed  Indians,  as  these  bad  People 
are  the  Cause  of  your  Wants  at  present.  —  I  thank  you  for  all 
your  good  Offices,  &  I  wish  you  may  allways  continue  them. 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  Wm.  then  answered  the  Puoans  as  follows  —  viz*. 
Brethren.  — 

I  am  well  pleased  to  find  you  continue  firm  to  your  Engage¬ 
ments,  &  that  all  those  in  your  Neighbourhood  are  of  one  way  of 
thinking.  You  will  always  find  the  English  sincere  in  their 
Words,  and  Actions:  and  you  may  be  assured  that,  as  soon  as’| 
our  enemies  are  humbled,  you  shall  have  Trade  more  extensive 
than  ever.  — 

Four  Strings  of  Wampum  — 

Then  Sir  Wm.  delivered  to  Aukussey,  their  Chief,  of  Onis- 
quathona,  a  Testimonial,  and  a  Medal;  a  Pair  of  Colours  to  the 
Chief  Warrior  of  the  Sakis,  named  Washihoo ,  —  &  a  Medal, 
and  Pair  of  Colours  to  Nonoh  chief  of  the  Reynards,  —  a 
Medal,  and  Pair  of  Colours  to  the  Chief  of  the  Puoans,  named 
Winosigo 

To  which  they  answered. 
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Brother.  — 

We  return  you  thanks  for  what  you  have  said,  and  for  the 
marks  of  Friendship  which  you  have  given  us.  be  assured  we  shall 
always  retain  a  grateful  Sense  of  these  Favors,  and  preserve  in 
mind  what  you  have  said,  as  well  as  the  Medals  <k  Colours 
which  we  shall  produce  on  every  Occasion,  as  a  Proof  of  our 
Esteem  for  the  English.  — 

On  Saturday  July  the  29l]\  —  The  Chief  of  the  OttaWas  came 
in  when  1  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows  vizf.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  am  now  come  to  assure  you  of  my  own  Resolutions,  and  fixed 
Determination  in  favor  of  the  English,  —  to  assure  likewise  that 
our  Hearts  are  all  Streight,  and  that  we  shall  with  Pleasure 
accompany  the  Troops  to  Detroit.  —  As  a  Proof  of  this  Friend¬ 
ship  f  now  give  you  this  Wampum,  which  is  my  own  private 
Property.  — 

Gave  two  Belts  from  ab'.  his  Neck. 

To  which  Sir  Wm.  answered. 

Brothers.  — 

I  thank  you  for  the  Friendship  you  profess,  and  for  the  Offers 
you  make.  —  You  may  rest  assured  that  the  English  will  always 
preserve  a  Friendship  for  those  who  are  studious  to  merit  their 
favor.  — 

Gave  two  Belts.  — 

Eod.  Die  — P:M.  —  Wabbicomicot  a  chief  of  the  Chippa- 
Weighs  living  near  Toronto,  with  six  others  of  his  People  came 
in,  and  after  shewing  Sir  Wm.  a  Pass,  and  Certificate  from 
Major  Gladwin  of  his  good  Offices,  handed  him  a  Calumet  to 
smoke  out  of,  and  after  Handing  it  to  all  the  Officers  present, 
acquainted  Sir  William  with  the  several  Steps  he  had  taken  to 
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convince  the  bad  Indians  at  and  about  Detroit  of  their  Error,  — 
that  several  Nations  with  whom  he  spoke  had  declared  their 
Disaprobation  of  a  V/ ar  with  the  English,  —  that  for  his  part,  he 
was  determined  to  hold  the  English  fast  by  the  Hand,  and  not 
forget  what  he  heard  Sir  Wm.  say  to  him,  and  the  other  Nations 
in  1761  at  Detroit, —  that  he  was  very  poor,  and  hoped  his 
Brother  would  Consider  it.  — 

Gave  a  black  Belt  wtfl.  5  circles  of  white 

Sir  Wm.  after  telling  him  that  he  was  glad  to  see  him  at 
this  Congress  thanked  him  for  his  good  Offices  with  the  sev*. 
Nations  he  had  been  amongst  since  the  Commencement  of  Hos¬ 
tilities  ;  and  after  using  several  Arguments  to  shew  the  Madness  of 
engaging  in  a  War  against  so  powerfull  an  Enemy  as  the  English, 
—  the  only  People  who  can  now  Supply  them  with  necessaries 
they  want  for  their  hunting,  and  their  Support,  concluded  with 
advising  him,  and  his  People  to  continue  their  present  way  of 
thinking,  and  to  use  their  Endeavors  by  good  Council,  or  other¬ 
wise  to  bring  the  foolish  drunken  Indians  to  their  Senses,  so  that 
the  Road  of  Peace,  and  Trade  may  again  be  free,  and  open,  as 
until  that  is  done,  no  Trade  will  be  allowed,  which  must  greatly 
distress  all  the  Indian  Nations.  — 

A  Belt 

Then  Sir  Wm.  produced  a  large  Belt  with  a  Figure  represent¬ 
ing  Niagara’s  large  House,  and  Fort,  with  two  Men  holding  it 
fast  on  each  side,  and  a  Road  through  it,  and  desired  that  he, 
Wabbicomicot,  and  his  People  would  come,  and  settle  at  their 
old  Place  of  Abode  near  i  oronto,  and  have  a  carefull  Eye  al¬ 
ways  over  said  Fort,  and  Carrying  Place,  and  see  that  nothing 
should  hurt  either,  as  they  must  feel  the  Loss  as  well  as  the 
English  — 

A  Belt 

Sir  Wm.  then  gave  him  a  Medal,  another  to  his  elder  Brother 
Estawabey  a  third  to  his  Brother  in  Law  Weynakibio.  — 

W ahbicomicot  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  Thanks  for  the  good 
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Words  he  spoke  to  him  and  his  Party,  and  told  him  that  he  was 
greatly  pleased  to  hear  he  came  up  here  about  so  good  a  Work 
as  making  Peace  with  the  Indians,  - — -  also  thanked  him  for  the 
Clothing  he  promised  to  them,  —  repeated  his  good  Disposition 
of  Serving  him,  which  Occasioned  his  coming  here  at  this  time, 
and  further  said,  —  Brother  —  On  my  hearing  of  a  Disturbance 
at  Detroit,  I  went  there  and  found  the  Indians  in  that  Quarter 
drunk;  whereupon  I  used  all  my  Influence  to  disperse  them,  which 
I  effected :  —  that  is  the  reason  of  your  not  Hearing  from,  or 
seeing  me,  and  of  my  leaving  my  Castle.  —  Brother.  —  when  I 
arrived  at  Detroit,  and  found  the  Indians  drunk  there,  I  asked 
them  whether,  when  you  were  there  three  Y ears  ago,  you  advised 
them  to  any  such  thing.  —  surely  no,  — -  for  I  was  present,  and 
told  them  that  I  heard  nothing  from  you,  but  what  was  for  their 
Good,  so  then  recommended  to  them  to  get  sober,  and  think  of 
your  Words.  —  Brother  —  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  the 
Kindness  now  shewn  us,  by  allowing  us  a  little  Trade.  —  We  are 
convinced  of  it  by  your  uprightness,  and  know  that  it  is  done  with 
a  View  to  make  us  good.  —  We  hope  we  shall  always  remain 
firm  friends,  and  be  assured  we  will  not  any  more  regard  evil 
Reports,  but  ever  think  of  your  Advice,  which  we  now  treasure 
in  our  Breasts  —  so  ended  — 

Eod.  Die  Col.  Bradstreet  called  in  the  Chief  Warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  Cognawageys,  and  desired  to  know  their 
Resolutions;  to  which  they  answered  one  and  all  in  Sir  Wm’s. 
Presence  that  they  were  fully  determined  to  make  use  of  the  Ax 
which  he  gave  them  last  Spring  to  use  against  any  Nation  who 
were  Enemies  to  the  English,  be  they  who  they  would,  —  that 
they  were  come  here  for  that  end,  and  wou’d  be  ready  to  go 
when,  and  where  Sir  Wm.  pleased.  —  they  declared  their  Senti¬ 
ments  in  the  most  hearty,  and  warm  manner  that  Indians  were 
ever  heard  to  do.  —  they  were  then  told  that  they  were  to  march 
from  hence  on  the  first  of  August,  Sleep  one  night  at  Fort 
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Sclosser,1  and  set  out  next  Morning  in  their  Boats.  —  then 
Ordered  them  a  Barr1  of  Rum  &c,  and  dismissed  them.  — 

On  July  the  31st.  —  All  the  Sachims  of  the  Six  Nations  met 
at  Sir  Wm  s.  Quarters  to  let  him  know  (agreeable  to  his  desire 
of  Yesterday)  what  number  of  Sachims  of  each  Nation  there 
was.  — 

The  Onondagas 
Sticks  — 
which  was  —  5 
Cayugas  —  4 
Aughquisreh  —  2 


first  delivered  in 

Swegatchy  —  2 
Cognawageys  —  6 
Gaunaghsharagy  —  2 


theirs  by  a  Bundle  of 

Conajohares  —  3 
Mohocks  —  7 
Oneidas  —  4 


July  the  31st.  A:M:  Sir  William  went  over  the  River  and  had  a 
General  Meeting  with  all  the  Western  Indians  in  their  Camp.  — 
Present —  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Superintend1. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Ag'. 

Richd.  Shuckburgh  Esqr.  Secry.  for  Indn  Affairs 
Cap'.  Normand  McLeod  of  the  late  80th.  Reg1. 

Sir  William  addressed  the  Indians  as  follows  viz'. 

Brothers  of  the  Western  Nations,  Sachims  Chiefs,  &  Warriors  — 
You  have  now  been  here  for  several  days,  during  which  time 
we  have  frequently  met  to  Renew,  and  strengthen  our  Engage¬ 
ments,  &  you  have  made  so  many  Promises  of  your  Friendship, 
and  Attachment  to  the  English  that  there  now  only  remains  for  us 
to  exchange  the  great  Belt  of  the  Covenant  Chain  that  we  may 
not  forget  our  mutual  Engagements.  — 

I  now  therefore  present  you  the  great  Belt  by  which  I  bind 
all  your  Western  Nations  together  with  the  English,  and  I  desire 
you  will  take  fast  Hold  of  the  same,  and  never  let  it  slip,  to 
which  end  I  desire  that  after  you  have  shewn  this  Belt  to  all  Na¬ 
tions  you  will  fix  one  end  of  it  with  the  Chipaweighs  at  S'. 
Mary’s,  whilst  the  other  end  remains  at  my  House.  —  and 


1  Fort  Schlosser,  at  Little  Niagara. 
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moreover  I  desire  that  you  will  never  listen  to  any  News  which 
comes  to  any  other  Quarter,  if  you  do,  it  may  shake  the  Belt.  — 
but  keep  your  Eyes  upon  me,  &  I  shall  be  always  ready  to  hear 
your  Complaints,  procure  you  Justice,  or  rectify  any  mistaken 
Prejudices,  if  you  will  strictly  Observe  this,  you  will  enjoy  the 
favor  of  the  English,  a  plentiful  Trade,  and  you  will  become 
a  happy  People,  —  On  the  contrary,  if  you  listen  to  any  People 
whatsoever,  who  do  not  like  the  English  you  will  lose  all  these 
Blessings,  and  be  reduced  to  Beggary  &  Want.  — 

I  hope  you  are  a  People  too  wise  to  prefer  War,  and  Ruin  to 
Peace  &  Prosperity.  —  You  have  already  felt  some  Wants, 
which  must  make  you  sensible  of  the  necessity  you  are  under  to 
respect,  and  Esteem  the  English.  — 

I  Exhort  you  then  to  preserve  my  Words  in  your  Hearts,  — 
to  look  upon  this  Belt  as  the  Chain  which  binds  you  to  the 
English,  and  never  to  let  it  slip  out  of  your  Hands.  — 

Gave  the  great  Covenant  Chain,  23  Rows  broad,  & 
the  Year  1  764  worked  upon  it,  worth  above — £30. — 

Sir  William  then  Proceeded.  — 

Brethren.  — 

Everything  being  now  happily  settled  between  the  English 
and  you,  I  have  no  more  to  say  than  to  recommend  it  to  you  as 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  Importance,  wherein  your  Interest,  and 
Credit  is  concerned  to  make  a  proper  Retaliation  to  the  English 
Traders  who  were  plundered  in  your  Country,  and  are  thereby 
reduced  to  much  Distress.  This  you  may  easily  do  by  procuring 
their  Negroes,  P anis,  or  Servants  for  them,  and  by  considering 
them  out  of  the  Profits  of  your  Hunting.  —  Without  this,  our 
Traders  will  be  greatly  discouraged,  and  many  of  them  prevented 
from  going  into  your  Country,  but  if  you  will  act  the  honest 
Part,  I  have  recommended,  you  will  be  highly  esteemed  by  the 
English,  and  the  Traders  will  be  thereby  encouraged  to  bring 
large  Cargoes  to  your  Country.  — 
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I  therefore  strongly  insist  upon  your  L-ompliance,  and  I  promise 
you  in  that  case,  that  you  shall  be  indulged  with  a  reasonable 
Quantity  of  your  favorite  Liquor  for  the  future  which  has  been 
a  long  time  denied  to  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

T  hen  1  a  Chipeweigh  chief  arose  &  said  — 

Brother.  — 

I  am  of  Opinion  that  it  is  best  to  keep  the  Belt  of  the  Covenant 
Chain  at  Michillimackinac,  as  it  is  the  Centre,  where  all  our 
P eople  may  see  it.  I  exhort  you  to  hold  fast  by  it,  to  remember 
what  has  been  said,  and  to  abide  by  your  Engagements.  — 

Sir  William  then  gave  Medals  to  the  Chiefs,  and  exhorted 
them  to  look  at  them  often  in  order  to  remind  them  of  their  en- 
gagem,s.  — 

Then  1  arose  and  spoke  to  Sir  W“  ?nd 

Brother.  — 

We  have  thought  of  what  you  have  said,  and  greatly  approve 
of  the  same.  —  We  are  determined  to  follow  your  Advice,  for 
the  Good  of  our  People,  —  and  we  shall  never  Swerve  from  our 
Engagements,  but  look  at  the  Medals  you  have  given  us  every 
morning.  —  As  you  must  now  be  in  a  Hurry,  we  shall  deferr 
saying  any  thing  farther  until  tomorrow. 

Sir  Wm.  treated  them  all  wth.  Liquor  &c  — 

At  Parting,  all  the  Sachims,  Warriors  &c  came  and  shook 
hands  with  him,  and  all  the  Gen',  who  attended  the  Meeting  in 
the  most  friendly  manner.  — 

On  Sr.  Williams  Return  to  his  Quarters,  several  of  the  Chiefs, 
and  Sachims  of  Chenussio  came  to  wait  on  him  with  an  Appolo- 
gy  for  their  long  Stay,  and  to  acquaint  him  that  they  came  de¬ 
termined  to  fullfill  all  the  Engagements  they  entered  into  last 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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Spring  at  his  House,  to  which  end,  they  had  brought  in  nine 
Prisoners,  and  a  Deserter  to  deliver  to  him  in  the  morning,  at 
which  time  they  wou  d  be  ready  to  meet  him,  and  hoped  to  be 
able  to  Satisfy  him  and  the  world  of  their  Sincerity,  and  Desire 
for  Peace.  — 

Sir  Wm.,  after  giving  them  a  severe  Reprimand  for  their  past 
Behavior,  told  them  it  stood  them  upon  it  to  be  very  clear,  and 
sincere  in  what  they  were  going  to  say,  or  to  do  tomorrow,  other¬ 
wise  they  would,  &  must  be  inevitably  ruined,  as  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  be  any  longer  trifled  with  by  any  nation  whatso¬ 
ever.  —  so  parted. 


At  a  Conference  with  the  Western  Indians,  Niagara  August 
the  2d.  1 764  — 

Present  as  hjfcfhis  p- 

One  of  the  Indians  living  at  Michillimackinac  addressed  Sir 
Wrn.  as  follows  —  viz*.  — 

Brother.  — 

Hearken  to  what  I  have  to  say.  —  I  speak  on  behalf  of  all  the 
Indians.  —  they  have  listened  to  your  Speech  yesterday,  and  are 
well  pleased  with  it.  —  We  who  lived  about  Michillimackinac 
have  often  experienced  your  Bounty,  and  Goodness  to  us.  —  It 
was  with  Pleasure  that  we  attended  to  your  Speech,  and  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  King.  You  have  brought  us  all  to  our  Senses, 
and  you  may  depend  upon  our  Acting  agreeable  to  your 
desire.  — 

A  Belt  of  1  3  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  heard  you  express  your  Desire  that  we  should  remember 
what  you  said  to  us  yesterday.  —  We  assure  you  that  we  do,  — 
and  shall  never  forget  it,  —  and  that  we  shall  keep  fast  Hold 
of  the  Covenant  Chain  as  you  directed,  —  that  we  shall  not 
Listen  to  bad  Birds,  nor  be  corrupted  with  bad  News.  —  but 
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that,  if  we  shall  hear  any  such  1  hings,  we  shall  cast  our  Eyes 
to  you,  as  you  recommended. 

A  Belt  with  white  Triangles  1 4  Rows.  — 

Then  the  Speaker  repeated  what  passed  at  the  Meeting  last 
Year  with  General  Gage.  —  After  which  Sir  Wm.  told  them 
that  he  knew  it  all.  —  that  he  wd.  preserve  their  Belts,  —  hoped 
they  would  abide  by  their  Promises,  —  that  all  Belts  remained 
at  his  House,  which  was  the  only  Place  for  Transacting  Indian 
Affairs,  and  where  everything  relative  thereto,  remained  upon 
Record.  — 

Then  Wabbicommicot  told  Sir  William  that  as  he  was  in  a 
great  Hurry,  he  would  accept  of  his  Present  as  soon  as  he 
pleased,  and  set  off  tomorrow,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  say  much, 
lest  he  shou’d  add  to  his  Trouble.  — 

Sir  Wm.  answered  him  by  telling  him  that  he  was  ready  to 
give  him  Goods  at  any  time,  —  also  Provision,  and  Rum  to  carry 
with  him,  —  that  the  sooner  they  left  their  Ground  the  better  (it 
being  Swampy)  lest  they  might  get  Sick.  —  then  gave  the  several 
Head  Warriors,  and  Sachims  Testimonials  in  Writing,  and  also 
Medals,  and  Gorgets  —  so  parted. 


At  a  Conference  with  the  Chenussios  Thursday  — 

August  the  3d.  1 764  — 

Present — Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1.  Superintend*. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Agent 

Richd.  Shuckburgh  Secry.  to  Indian  Affairs 

Normand  Mc.  Leod  Cap',  of  the  late  80th  Regim*. 

Speaker  addressed  Sir  William  as  follows  — 

Brother  Warraghy. 

I  am  to  address  you  on  behalf  of  our  Nation,  and  I  request 
that  all  the  Nations  present  will  attend  to  what  I  say.  I  am  now 
to  acquaint  you  that  we  are  met  agreeable  to  your  desire,  when 
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our  Deputies  were  at  your  House,  and  we  thank  the  Great  Spirit 
that  he  has  enabled  us  to  come  together  this  day.  — 

A  Belt  of  7  Rows.  — 


Brother.  — 

Shortly  after  the  Meeting  at  your  House,  we  received  this 
Belt  from  you  informing  us  that  we  had  not  acted  up  to  our 
Engagements,  which  Report  arose  from  evil  Spirits  who  are  fre¬ 
quently  busied  in  Oversetting  the  good  Work  of  Peace,  and  we 
assure  you  that  we  have  had  nothing  more  at  Heart,  than  the 
fullfilling  our  Engagements,  &  should  be  here  much  sooner  but 
for  idle  Reports.  — 

Retd.  Sir  William’s  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

This  is  a  Belt  which  we  received  from  the  Coghnawageys  on 
their  coming  from  your  House,  desiring  us  to  take  notice  that  you 
had  lighted  up  a  Fire  at  this  Place,  and  requiring  us  to  be  present 
at  that  time,  which  Belt  we  have  fullfilled,  and  therefore  we  now 
return  the  same.  — 

Returned  the  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  am  now  to  answer  you  with  regard  to  the  Belt  you  spoke 
upon  to  our  People  the  other  day,  as  you  then  charged  them  with 
having  made  a  Breach  in  their  Engagements,  and  spoke  to  them 
in  so  strong  a  manner,  desiring  an  answer :  they  told  you  that  their 
Chiefs  being  yet  behind,  they  could  not  answer  with  so  much 
Propriety,  but  nevertheless,  as  you  was  urgent  they  knowing  the 
Sense  of  our  Nation,  declared  to  you  that  we  were  unanimously 
determined  to  fullfill  every  Article,  excepting  that  concerning 
the  Delivering  up  the  two  Murderers,  which  was  a  thing  out  of 
our  power.  We  now  being  all  assembled,  assure  you  that  we 
continue  in  the  same  mind,  and  are  determined  to  fullfill  every 
other  Article :  —  but  lest  you  should  think  that  the  Delawares 
who  are  under  our  Arms,  should  prevent  our  fullfilling  every 
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thing,  we  assure  you  that  they  cannot  influence  any  of  our 
Actions.  — 

A  Belt  of  6  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

In  answer  to  your  other  Belt  sent  to  us  wherein  you  expressed 
your  Surprize  at  our  delay  in  coming  here,  —  that  it  would  be 
very  bad  for  us,  —  and  might  bring  a  Blush  in  our  face.  —  We 
assure  you,  Brother,  that  we  agree  to  every  thing  you  have  pro¬ 
posed,  all  which  we  are  determined  to  comply  with,  &  have  only 
to  repeat  to  you  the  Sincerity  of  our  Intentions,  and  we  heartily 
wish  you  may  be  as  sincere.  — 

A  Belt  of  8  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

At  the  Meeting  with  our  People  the  other  day,  you  expressed 
your  Surprize  that  our  People  should  harbour  the'  Delawares 
after  what  we  had  promised.  —  those  of  our  Nation,  then  told 
you  that  as  their  Chiefs  were  not  arrived,  they  could  not  give  a 
satisfactory  Answer  till  they  came  in.  —  As  we  are  now  all 
assembled,  we  shall  give  you  our  reasons  for  it  viz1.  —  The 
Delawares  after  having  had  their  Castles  burned  by  the  Parties 
you  sent  out,  fled  to  us  for  Protection,  —  they  were  under  our 
Arm,  and  begged  that  we  might  take  them  into  Consideration,  — 
&  that,  whatever  we  agreed  to  with  you  at  this  Place,  they  would 
chearfully  Submit  to,  as  they  acknowledged  they  could  do 
nothing  contrary  to  us,  being  liable  to  be  squeezed  by  our  Arm, 
whenever  they  misbehaved.  —  Now,  Brother,  we  earnestly  re¬ 
quest  you  will  no  longer  carry  your  Resentment  against  them,  but 
be  assured  they  mean  to  behave  well  for  the  future,  and  should 
they  act  otherwise  they  can  easily  be  punished  by  us.  — 

Gave  5  Belts  which  had 
been  given  to  them  by  the  Delawares 

Brother.  — 

We  desire  that  you  and  all  the  Nations  present  will  give  At¬ 
tention  to  what  we  have  now  to  say  on  this  War  Belt  given  by 
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you.  —  Brother,  at  our  Meeting  with  you  last  Spring,  You  then 
threw  the  War  Hatchet  to  the  Five  Nations.  —  You  did  not  ask 
us  to  take  it  up,  nevertheless  we  were  the  first  who  did  so,  and 
that  with  a  firm  Resolution  to  make  use  of  it  against  your  Ene¬ 
mies.  —  We  now  assure  you,  and  the  Five  Nations,  that  we  have 
held  fast  Hold  of  the  Belt,  and  that  we  shall  immediately  use  it, 
to  which  end  we  now  offer  you  23  of  our  Young  Men  to  join  the 
Army.  The  most  of  our  People  being  drunk  ever  since  they  came 
here,  we  are  not  yet  able  to  collect  any  more,  but  to  morrow  when 
they  are  sober,  and  we  come  together,  we  shall  add  many  more 
to  that  Number.  — 

Brother.  — 

After  your  delivering  the  War  Belt,  you  delivered  (according 
to  Custom)  this  Belt  which  was  to  bind  our  Warriors  together, 
and  prevent  them  from  being  out  of  the  way.  —  this  Belt  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  rest  of  the  Nations,  and  we  have  since  duely 
observed  the  same  by  keeping  our  Warriors  at  home.  —  We  have 
now  Opened  our  hands,  and  given  you  23  of  them,  and  you  may 
expect  a  good  many  more  tomorrow.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  now  speak  to  you  as  a  Chief  Sachim  of  our  People.  —  as 
I  have  done  speaking  of  War,  be  assured  we  are  sincere,  and  con¬ 
vinced  of  our  Errors.  —  It  gives  me  great  Pleasure  to  see  so 
many  of  the  different  Nations  assembled  here,  especially  their 
Wise  men,  as  we  have  been  long  without  any  good  Heads,  and 
are  situate  so  far  from  the  rest,  that  we  have  forgot  our  old  Cus¬ 
toms,  and  Engagements,  the  Wise  men  here  convinced  us  of  our 
Errors,  and  we  are  resolved  for  the  future  to  live  in  Peace.  — 
Assure  your  self  that  we  have  cast  out  every  bad  Thought,  and 
will  adhere  strongly  to  our  present  Engagements:  wherefore  we 
earnestly  request  that  you  will  pity  us,  and  forgive  what  is  past, 
as  we  are  unanimously  resolved  to  live  in  Peace,  and  Friend¬ 
ship  w,h.  the  English  for  the  future.  — 


A  Belt  8  Rows.  — 
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Brother.  — 

In  may  last  Belt  I  acknowledged  our  Folly,  and  Wickedness, 
and  that  we  had  behaved  very  badly.  —  We  find  that  in  former 
times,  whenever  a  Quarrel  arose,  the  Party  in  fault  was  to  make 
Restitution.  —  We  are  not  able  to  make  you  sufficient  for  what 
has  been  done  by  our  Young  Men:  but  to  shew  you  our  present 
Sincerity,  we  take  up  a  large  Pine  Tree,  and  under  its  Roots,  we 
bury  the  Bones  of  your  People  that  were  killed,  so  that  they 
may  never  more  appear  either  in  your  Sight,  or  ours. 

A  Belt.  — 

—  Then  delivered  up  Ten  Prisoners.  — 

Brother.  — 

Having  taken  up  a  Pine  Tree,  and  buried  your  Peoples  Bones 
under  it,  I  now  take  up  a  large  Smooth  Stone  with  which  I  cover 
the  Crack  made  by  the  taking  up  the  Tree,  so  that  it  can  no  more 
appear.  —  there  now  only  remains  in  our  power  to  deliver  up 
your  Flesh,  and  Blood,  who  are  Prisoners,  and  this  we  assure  you 
is  all  we  have  in  our  Power  to  do  as  a  Proof  of  our  Sorrow.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

Having  done  every  thing  which  was  in  our  Power  towards  pro- 
curring  Peace,  we  have  no  more  to  add,  but  only  to  request  you 
will  think  of  nothing  except  what  is  for  our  mutual  Interest,  as 
we  assure  we  have  nothing  in  View,  but  Peace.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Then  the  Chenussios  repeated  the  Words  that  were  said  on  the 
Belts  from  the  Indians  of  Canada,  after  which  Thomas  King 
spoke  to  the  Women  of  the  Nations,  advising  them  for  the  future 
to  promote  Peace.  — 

Then  the  Meeting  was  dissolved  for  this  Day. 

On  Friday  August  the  3d.  the  Indians  assembled  to  receive  Sir 
William’s  Answer.  — 
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Present  as  before.  — 

Sir  Wm.  spoke  as  follows  —  viz1.  — 

Chiefs  &  Warriors  of  Chenussio.  — 

It  has  been  a  happy  Circumstance  for  you  that  you  came  in 
Yesterday,  otherwise  the  Army  would  certainly  have  gone 
against  you.  I  hope  for  your  own  sakes  you  are  sufficiently  pre¬ 
pared  for  answering,  and  fullfilling  all  your  Engagements.  I 
cannot  suppose  the  Delawares  will  be  any  Hinderance  unless  I 


consider  you  as  Dependant  upon  them. 


A  Belt. 


With  regard  to  your  present  Promises,  I  wish  you  may  be 

sincere  in  them :  —  it  is  for  your  Interest,  and  Security  that  you 

should  be  so  —  You  have  so  often  broke  them  that  we  can  only 

Judge  by  your  future  Conduct.  As  for  the  English,  you  have 

always  found  them  sincere ;  —  they  did  not  make  War  upon  you ; 

neither  did  they  commit  any  Acts  of  Barbarity;  —  You  need 

have  no  doubt  of  their  Sinceritv.  —  A  t-.  i 

A  Belt.  — 


You  have  heard  from  your  People  what  I  said  concerning  your 
Harboring  the  Delawares.  —  I  again  repeat  to  you  my  Astonish¬ 
ment  at  it.  Shall  they,  after  burning  our  People,  and  committing 
so  many  Acts  of  Barbarity  obtain  the  Benefits  of  a  Peace  with¬ 
out  some  strong  Concessions?  the  reasons  you  assign  for  harbour¬ 
ing  them  are  so  trivial,  that  I  know  nothing  which  can  make  us 
forget  it,  but  your  bringing  them  to  such  Terms  as  are  required 
of  them.  —  surely  they  and  you  must  think  us  fools,  if  they  had 
Peace  for  asking,  without  making  any  Satisfaction.  —  I  there¬ 
fore  insist  on  their  Delivering  up  their  King  Atlyataioitsera,  and 
the  Squash  Cutter  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  General  shall  think 
proper,  and  that  ev’ry  Prisoner,  Deserter,  Negro,  or  Frenchman 
they  have,  shall  be  at  the  same  time  delivered  up  to  the  Comman¬ 
dant  at  Oswego,  who  will  send  them  down  to  me.  —  the  English 
cannot  accept  of  any  other  terms,  and  I  expect  it  will  be  com¬ 
plied  with  immediately,  ’till  when  I  must  insist  on  two  of  your 
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Chiefs  as  Hostages  who  shall  be  restored  to  you  so  soon  as  the 
terms  are  fullfilled.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


What  remains  for  you  yet  to  perform  is  to  acknowledge  your 
perfect  Agreement  with  the  Articles  concerning  the  Carrying 
Place,  the  Posts  at  the  Rapids,  and  that  you  also  at  the  same  time 
with  the  Delawares  deliver  up  Sherlock  the  Deserter,  and  every 
other  Person  of  ours  amongst  you,  —  also  that  you  repeat  your 
Engagemts.  for  the  Security  of  this  Carrying  Place  against  all 
them,  who  would  Obstruct  it;  —  all  which  must  be  fully  per¬ 
formed,  else  all  your  Promises  must  be  considered  as  nothing.  — 

I  would  further  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  a  higher  Proof 
[of]  your  friendship,  —  that  you  should  cede  to  his  Majesty 
the  Lands  from  above  your  late  Gift,  to  the  Rapids  at  Lake 
Erie  on  both  Side  the  Streights,  in  Breadth  as  the  former,  and  to 
include  all  the  Islands.  —  if  you  do  this,  I  have  reason  to  think 
his  Majesty  will  be  well  pleased,  &  consider  you  for  it. 

A  Belt.  — . 


When  I  gave  the  War  Belt  to  the  Nations  last  Spring,  I  could 
not  with  Propriety  offer  it  to  you  whose  Hands  were  still  wet  with 
the  Blood  of  our  People.  —  I  thank  you  nevertheless  for  the  Pro¬ 
posals  you  then  made,  and  those  you  now  offer:  but  as  your 
People  have  been  so  lately  concerned  against  the  English,  I  don’t 
Judge  it  adviseable  that  they  should  accompany  our  Soldiers  who 
have  not  yet  got  your  late  Behavior  out  of  their  Heads.  —  a 
little  time,  and  your  good  Behavior  will  soon  Obliterate  what  is 
passed,  and  then,  whenever  we  have  occasion  we  shall  accept  of 
your  Services.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


I  am  glad  to  hear  you  kept  your  young  Men  at  Home  since 
last  Spring,  and  I  expect  you  will  always  keep  them  within  proper 
bounds,  and  never  more  suffer  them  to  break  their  Engage¬ 
ments.  — 


A  Belt.  — 
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I  am  also  pleased  to  hear  you  say  you  are  Sincere,  and  disposed 
to  Peace  for  ever. —  there  is  nothing  else  will  preserve  you  from 
Ruin.  —  It  is  your  business  to  make  choice  of  such  Chiefs  as  are 
wise,  and  know  their  Engagements;  for  without  so  doing,  we 
cannot  depend  on  your  Promises.  — 

A  Belt. 

I  thank  you  for  Covering  the  Graves  of  our  People;  but  it  is 
needless,  as  we  have  done  it  ourselves,  —  for  had  we  left  them 
above  Ground  till  this  time,  they  would  have  become  so  offensive 
that  our  Warriors  could  not  be  withheld  from  shewing  their  Re¬ 
sentment,  —  neither  could  I  have  treated  with  you:  we  have 
therefore  determined  to  forget  it.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

I  have  nothing  further  to  Say  to  you,  than  to  desire  that  you 
will  immediately  answer  me  on  the  Terms  I  have  mentioned,  if 
you  don’t  agree  to  them,  I  can  offer  you  no  other;  if  you  do.  You 
shall  once  more  be  called,  Brothers,  and  received  into  the  Cove¬ 
nant  chain  of  Friendship  with  the  English,  and  may  regain  that 
Place  you  formerly  possessed  in  their  Esteem,  which  is  of  too 
much  Importance  for  you  to  neglect.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

I  must  desire  you  will  strictly  observe  the  wholesome  Advice, 
and  Admonitions  given  you  by  your  friends,  the  Coghnawageys, 
and  other  Indians  of  Canada,  as  well  as  the  Five  Nations,  if  you 
neglect  it,  it  may  draw  on  you  their,  as  well  as  our  Resent¬ 
ment.  — 

Having  finished  all  Matters  here,  I  purpose  to  leave  this  to¬ 
morrow.  I  desire  therefore,  that  all  those  who  are  to  return  home, 
may  be  ready  to  accompany  me  in  the  Vessels  at  that  time  and 
I  desire  to  know  the  Number,  the  Warriors,  I  expect  will  pay 
due  regard  to  my  repeated  Advice,  and  proceed  chearfully  with 
the  Army  exerting  themselves  on  every  Occasion  against  our 
Enemies,  in  a  manner  becoming  Men,  and  faithful  Allies.  — 

A  Belt.  — 
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1  o  which  Serrihoana  answered.  — 

Brother.  — 

It  gives  us  great  Pleasure  to  find  that  matters  are  so  near  being 
settled,  and  as  you  are  doubtless  out  of  Patience  from  the  Delays 
you  have  met  with,  we  shall  immediately  retire,  and  Consider  on 
an  Answer.  — 


Saturday  August  the  4th.  — 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Hurons  waited  on  Sir  William  when  the 
chief  addressed  him  as  follows.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  are  very  happy  in  finding  Matters  so  happily  settled,  it  is 
what  we  earnestly  wished.  We  shall  on  our  Return  home  ac¬ 
quaint  all  our  P eople  therewith,  and  are  convinced  it  will  greatly 
rejoice  them,  be  assured  we  shall  never  forget  our  Engagements, 
or  the  kind  treatment  we  have  met  with  here.  —  then  Parted 

P:M  —  The  Chenussios  met  to  give  their  Answer.  — 

Present  as  Yesterday  —  The  Speaker  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as 
follows  — 

Brother.  — 

At  our  meeting  Yesterday  you  expressed  your  Surprize  at  our 
Harboring  the  Delawares,  and  desired  that  we  should  imme¬ 
diately  deliver  up  their  two  Chiefs  to  be  sent  to  the  General. 
We  have  accordingly  agreed  to  the  same.  —  I  have  sent  off  two 
Runners  this  Morning  to  fetch  them,  and  the  rest  of  the  Pris¬ 
oners,  as  we  agreed  to  last  night.  You  likewise  desired  that  ’till 
their  Arrival,  we  should  leave  two  Chiefs,  as  Hostages,  this  we 
have  likewise  complied  with,  and  agree  to  deliver  you  SouWar- 
raghyonana,  and  ArighiOadaga  two  of  our  chiefs.  — 

We  have  now  agreed  to  everything  you  formerly  required  of 
us.  Yesterday  you  asked  us  for  a  further  Tract  up  to  the 
Rapids  —  We  agree  likewise  to  give  that  to  his  Majesty:  —  but 
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with  regard  to  the  Islands,  we  have  for  some  time  had  it  in  View 
to  give  them  to  you  as  a  small  Reward  for  your  great  trouble,  and 
Care  of  us.  —  we  therefore  give  them  now  to  you,  and  we  ap¬ 
prehend  the  King  will  be  well  satisfied  with  the  Largeness  of  the 
Grant  we  have  now  made  him.  — 

Brother,  and  You  Brethren  of  the  Five  Nats.  — 

You  now  see  that  we  have  complied  with  the  several  things 
required  of  us,  and  we  do  assure  you  that  we  have  purged  our 
Hearts  of  everything  that  was  bad  in  us,  and  are  determined  for 
the  future  to  abide  by  our  Engagements.  We  have  only  now  to 
desire  that  the  Chain  of  Friendship  which  was  broken,  may  be 
renewed,  and  all  past  Matters  forgotten,  and  that  you  will  not 
listen  hereafter  to  the  idle  stories  of  those  wou’d  create  a  Differ¬ 
ence  between  us,  but  on  any  such  Occasion  send  for  us,  as  you 
will  always  find  us  steadfast  to  our  Engagements.  — 

Gave  3  Belts  of  the  Cov*.  Chain 

Brothr.  &  Breth".  of  the  sev1.  Nations.  — 

You  have  seen  our  perfect  Compliance  with  everything.  We 
have  now  to  mention,  that  the  Road  which  was  formerly  peace¬ 
able,  and  open  to  you,  has  been  through  our  faults  sometimes 
shut  up,  and  the  Passage  Obstructed.  We  now  open  the  same, 
and  engage  to  keep  it  in  Repair,  and  safe  for  our  Brethren  the 
English,  or  you  to  travel  either  by  night  or  by  day. 

A  Belt.  — 

At  our  first  Agreement  with  the  English,  we  were  promised  a 
plentiful  Trade.  We  now  acknowledge  in  the  Presence  of  all 
the  Nations  that  we  were  the  Cause  of  putting  a  Stop  to  it.  but  as 
we  have  agreed  to  your  Demands,  and  given  so  many  Assurances 
of  our  good  Behavior  hereafter,  we  hope  that  we  may  be  in¬ 
dulged  with  Trade  as  the  rest  of  the  Nations,  for  on  that  our 
Happiness  chiefly  depends.  — 


A  Belt. 
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Brother.  — 

By  this  Belt  we  remove  all  things  which  obstructed  the  Road 
of  Peace,  and  Trade,  so  that  you  may  pass  in  safety  by  Land,  or 
Water,  and  that  we  may  once  more  have  Traders  amongst  us.  We 
hope  that  we  will  now  be  indulged  with  our  Request,  &  that  you 
will  mention  to  us  the  Posts,  or  Places  at  which  Trade  will  be 
allowed  us.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Then  addressing  all  the  Nations,  Said  — 

Brethn.  — 

Having  finished  every  thing  I  now  address  my  self  to  you, 
hoping  you  will  excuse  any  mistakes,  or  other  faults  in  my  Speech, 
and  impute  the  same  to  my  Ignorance,  as  I  meant  nothing  but 
what  was  for  the  best  —  — 

Gave  a  Belt  to  the  Mohocks 

Then  Addressed  Sir  William.  — 

Brother.  — 

In  consequence  of  our  having  taken  up  the  Ax  last  Spring  at 
your  House,  we  Yesterday  Offered  some  of  our  Young  Men  to 
go  with  the  Army  on  Service,  but  as  you  seemed  to  disapprove, 
and  represented  that  our  bad  behavior  was  as  yet  too  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  your  People,  we  shall  keep  our  Young  Men 
at  home,  and  be  ready  on  any  Call  hereafter  to  go  against  your 
Enemies.  — 

Then  1  answered  the  Six  Nations  and  Coghnawageys 

Speech  to  the  Women  of  Chenussio  —  viz*.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  now  speak  in  the  name  of  the  Women  of  our  Castle,  —  they 
sincerely  pity  your  late  Situation,  and  as  they  know  their  own 
Power  &  Influence,  they  now  plant  the  Sachims  Horns  on  their 


1  Bank  in  manuscript. 


324 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Heads  so  that  they  may  be  as  powerful  as  ever,  and  be  distin¬ 
guished  from  all  the  rest. 

A  Belt  to  the  3  Nations 

Then  Sir  Wm.  answered  the  Chenussios  as  follows  — 
Brethren  of  Chenussio.1 2 3 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  Sr 

Niagra  August  5th.,  1764 

Dear  Sir 

Since  my  Arrival  here  I  have  received  Your  letters  of  the  24 
&  26th.4 5  of  June  &  2d.  of  July,0  on  the  8th.  of  which  I  arrived 
here,  but  such  has  been  my  trouble  to  this  day  that  I  had  never  an 
hours  leasure,  not  even  time  for  refreshment  from  the  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Indians  from  all  Quarters  who  have  attended  the  Congress, 
who  have  always  something  to  Say  as  well  as  to  ask,  &  would  be 
greatly  disgusted  if  I  did  not  give  them  a  hearing  at  any  moment 
they  pleased.  — 

Another  reason  which  in  some  measure  prevented  my  Write- 
ing  since  I  left  Osswego,  was,  that  I  could  not  say  anything  posi¬ 
tive  till  the  Arrival  of  the  Enemy  Seneca’s  particularly  ye.  Chen¬ 
ussios  who  did  not  all  arrive  till  the  2d.  of  this  Ins*,  this  greatly 
Alarmed  us,  &  it  was  Co11,  Bradstreets  &  my  opinion  that  ye.  Fort 
&  Carrying  Place  would  be  greatly  exposed  Should  the  Troops 
proceed  before  they  came  &  had  settled  Matters,  as  they  could 
muster  imediately  above  400  Men  of  their  own,  &  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  supported  by  the  100  Delawares  who  took  refuge 

1  The  manuscript  copy  ends  at  this  point. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

3  Ante  pp.  242-44. 

1  Johnson  Papers,  4:453. 

5  Ante  pp.  249-50. 
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amongst  them  after  their  Towns  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
Partys  I  sent  out  last  Spring,  &  the  Smallness  of  the  Force  under 
Co11.  Bradstreet  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  leave  a  Suffi¬ 
cient  Garrison  in  the  one,  or  a  proper  number  for  the  defence  of 
the  other,  especially  as  we  could  not  be  positive  but  many  of  ye. 
Westeren  Indians  here  might  be  tempted  to  Join  them.  — 

The  delay  of  the  Chenussios  appears  to  have  been  occasioned 
by  a  false  report  propagated  amgst.  them,  that  we  could  not  for¬ 
give  what  was  past,  &  had  lain  a  plan  for  killing  them  when  in 
our  power,  however  I  have  at  length  Settled  with  them  on  the 
best  footing,  which  the  posture  of  our  Affairs  could  admit,  and  I 
hope  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  You,  they  allow  of  a  Post  wh.  is 
now  erecting  above  the  Rapids  on  the  North  Side  of  Lake  Erie 
for  the  Conveniency  of  the  Vessels,  and  have  in  Addition  to  their 
Cession  last  April  Ceded  to  his  Majesty  all  the  Country  from  their 
former  grant  above  Fort  Sclosser  on  both  Sides  of  the  Strait  to 
Lake  Erie,  at  the  same  time  insisting  on  my  haveing  all  the  Isle- 
ands  above  the  great  Falls,  which  I  shall  offer  to  the  Crown,  they 
have  delivered  up  a  Deserter  &  13  Prisoners,  so  that  there  only 
remains  amongst  them  one  Deserter  &  3  or  4  Prisoners,  who  by 
the  Acc".  of  those  given  up  were  reduced  to  such  poverty  that 
they  could  not  undertake  the  Journey,  but  are  to  be  sent  to  Oss- 
wego  in  a  few  days.  The  Delawares  under  their  protection  have¬ 
ing  sued  for  Peace  it  was  Judged  adviseable  to  grant  it  to  them 
on  condition  that  they  imediately  gave  up  their  King  as  they  call 
him,  &  the  Head  Warrior  named  the  Squash  Cutter,  &  all  the 
Prisoners  &ca  in  their  possession;  This,  the  Chenussios  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  see  performed,  &  have  given  me  up  two  of  their  own 
Cheifs  as  Hostages  for  the  performance  of  it.  The  Indians  here, 
includeing  those  Freind  Indians  who  go  wth.  the  Army  amount  to 
2000  Souls,  of  which  above  1 600  are  fighting  Men.  There  were 
in  that  Number  Deputys  from  the  Ottawaes,  Chippawaes,  Hur- 
ons,  Sakis,  Reynards,  Puans,  Christino’s,  and  in  short  all  the 
Westeren  Indians,  most  of  their  Cheifs  had  Certificates  of  their 
good  behaviour  last  Year  from  the  Officers  then  at  the  Out 


326 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Posts,  as  also  from  Major  Gladwin,  &  after  renewing  their  Al¬ 
liance,  made  me  many  protestations  of  their  pacific  Disposition, 
&  agreed  to  ye.  Establishment  of  Michilimacinac,  the  Hurons  de¬ 
livered  up  3  Prisoners,  &  the  rest  engaged  to  get  all  those  who  are 
in  the  Enemys  hands,  as  well  as  to  procure  some  restitution  for 
the  Traders  Losses.  — 

It  is  impossible  from  my  present  hurry  for  me  to  descend  to  far¬ 
ther  particulars,  on  my  Arrival  at  home  I  shall  Send  you  a  Copy 
of  the  Treatys  &ca.  for  your  farther  information. 

The  Army  under  Co11.  Bradstreet  will  sett  off  from  hence  to 
Morrow,  accompanied  by  near  500  Inds.  as  reported  to  me  this 
Morning  by  the  Indian  Officers,  and  42  Ottowaes  and  Chip- 
pawaes  from  Sf.  Marys,  who  readily  offered  their  Service,  &  are 
headed  by  one  Mc.Carty  who  lived  several  years  amongst  them  & 
speaks  their  language  verry  well,  at  the  Same  time  I  purpose  to 
set  out  on  my  way  home,  with  the  Sachims  &ca.  of  ye.  Several 
Nations  who  attended  the  Congress. 

Pondiac  is  now  with  about  300  Men  some  distance  up  the 
Miamis  River,  but  has  expressed  his  desire  of  makeing  peace, 
finding  himself  deserted  by  so  many  of  his  People,  but  he  has 
-  not  as  yet  Attempted  to  come  in,  apprehensive  probably  that  he 
might  be  ill  treated. 

I  think  it  my  duty  at  all  times  to  represent  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  there  is  for  rendering  a  Peace  of  any  duration,  by  a  Method 
of  Treatment  &  notice  of  the  Indians,  which  has  for  some  time 
been  greatly  neglected.  They  are  certainly  capable  of  doing  In¬ 
finite  mischeif  whenever  disgusted,  and  they  can  I  am  well  con¬ 
vinced  be  made  our  Freinds,  &  secured  to  our  Interest,  if  we  take 
the  pains  to  repeat  our  mutual  Engagements  to  them  often  in  pub¬ 
lic,  and  make  it  their  Interest  to  behave  well  by  rewarding  the 
most  deserveing,  for  they  have  acquired  such  Notions  of  Interest 
from  the  use  made  of  them  by  the  English  &  French  that  in 
short  there  are  but  two  ways  of  dealing  with  them  left,  that  is, 
either  to  extirpate  them,  or  to  win  their  Affections  by  favour  & 
notice,  the  former  is  I  apprehend  out  of  our  power,  the  latter 
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may  be  easily  effected,  for,  their  disgust  and  apprehensions  of 
our  designs,  once  conquered,  they  will  receive  the  most  favourable 
impressions  of  our  integrity  &  freindship.  —  if  this  method  is  not 
pursued,  no  other  in  my  opinion  remains  but  that  of  contracting 
our  limits  and  keeping  upon  the  Frontiers  a  Considerable  body 
of  Troops  to  deter  the  Indians  from  breaking  out.  — 

I  have  the  Welfare  of  my  Country  too  much  at  heart  to 
suppress  any  sentiments  tending  towards  the  public  good,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  You  will  communicate  your  thoughts  on  this 
Subject  to  those  Persons  of  Rank  &  power  with  whom  it  remains 
to  give  peace  to  America. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient- 

&  most  Humble  Servr  -*: 

His  Excellency  Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

indorsed: 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
Niagara  Aug*.  5th.  1  764  — 
received  Aug*.  1 5th.  — 
answered  — 

TREATY  OF  PEACE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

(Copy)  [Niagara,  Aug.  6,  1764] 

Treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  between  his  Britannick  Majesty, 
and  the  Chenussio  Indians,  and  other  Enemy  Senecas,  Concluded 
by  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*,  with  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation.  — 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*,  on  behalf  of  his  Brittanick  Majesty, 
and  the  Chiefs  of  all  Chenussio  on  behalf  of  their  People,  and 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  vol.  7, 
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the  rest  of  the  Enemy  Senecas,  do  agree  to  the  following  Articles 
of  Peace.1 2  viz*.  — 


Then  the  Chenussio  Speaker  taking  the  Cov*.  Chain  Belt, 
spoke  to  Sir  Wm.  as  follows  — 

Brother.  — 

All  the  People,  both  Men,  and  Women  of  our  Nation  are 
become  very  happy  on  being  taken  once  more  into  the  Covenant 
Chain  with  the  English.  —  we  consider  it  as  a  happy  day,  in 
which  the  Great  Spirit  has  been  induced  to  receive  us  again  as 
Brothers  with  them,  &  we  assure  you  we  are  determined  for 
ever  to  hold  fast  by  our  present  Engagements.  — 

then  parted.  — 

RECEIPT  OF  CALEB  GRAYDON  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

A.  D.  S. 

[Carlisle]  August  10th.  1764 

[Rec’jd  of  Mr.  Alexander  McKee  Sixteen  Po[unds] 

]  Horse 

Caleb  Graydon 

TREATY  OF  PEACE 
Contemporary  Copy1 
[Lake  Erie  Camp,  August  12,  1764] 
Copy  of  the  Peace  made  by  Col.  John  Bradstreet  with  the 

1  These  Articles  of  Peace  are  printed  in  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y., 
7:652-53. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  The  treaty  was 
printed  in  mutilated  form  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:503-8;  that  manuscript 
copy  was  inclosed  in  Gage  to  Johnson,  Sept.  2,  1764,  see  post  pp. 

342-45. 
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Indians  of  Scioto  dated  Lake  Erie  Camp  at  L’Ance  aux  Feuilles1 
August  the  12th.  1764  —  Transmitted  to  Sir  William  Johnson 
Bar*.  — 

At  the  Request  of  the  Savages  who  arrived  this  Morning, 
Saying  they  were  sent  by  the  Hurons  of  Sanduskey,  the  Shaw- 
anese,  and  Delawares,  and  what  they  call  the  Five  Nats.  of 
Indians  inhabiting  the  Scioto  Plains,  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio, 
Presqu’  Isle  &c  &c —  I  Received  from  them  the  following 
Speeches  —  viz*.  — 

1st.  — A  long  Compliment  with  a  String  of  Wampum  — 

2d. - A  String  of  Wampum  begging  leave  to  Speak,  and  be 

heard. — 

3d*y.  —  To  ask  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  of  the  above  nations, 
where  this  Army  is  going,  and  what  are  your  Intentions.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

4th,y.  —  On  Receiving  certain  Intelligence  You  were  coming 
against  us  with  an  Army,  we  immediately  called  in  all  our 
Warriors,  who  were  out  against  your  Frontiers,  and  determined 
to  meet  you  on  this  Lake,  and  beg  for  Mercy,  and  Peace,  which 
we  now  do  in  the  name  of,  and  by  Order  of  the  Nations  above 
mentioned,  the  whole  being  truly  sensible  of  their  past  Folly, 
and  unjust  Behavior  to  the  English  without  Cause.  — 

A  String  of  Wampum 
Colonel  Bradstreet  answers  to  the  above.  — 

1  st  —  I  thank  you  for  your  Compliment.  — 

2d|y.  —  You  have  my  leave  to  speak  openly,  and  freely. — 

1 A  point  63  miles  from  “the  rapids  or  Discharge  of  Lake  Erie,” 
according  to  the  mileage  table  of  Captain  John  Montresor  who  accom¬ 
panied  Bradstreet.  This  would  be  somewhere  near  the  town  of  Dunkirk  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  See  Journals  of 
Capt.  John  Montresor  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  188/ , 

pp.  321-22. 
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3d. - The  Reason  for  Marching  the  Army  this  way,  is,  to 

Revenge  the  Insults,  and  Injuries  done  to  the  English  by  those 
Savages  who  have  not  asked  Forgiveness,  and  given  Sureties  for 
their  future  good  behavior  — 

4th'y  \  ou  have  done  well  in  Calling  in  all  your  Warriors 
begging  Peace,  and  truly  Repenting  of  your  late  Insolence,  and 
bad  Conduct  towards  the  English  without  any  Provocation  what¬ 
soever.  but  I  am  surprized  to  find  you  begging  Peace  so  soon 
after  your  causing  such  ari  impertinent  Letter  to  be  wrote,  as 
that  which  you  sent  by  Smallman1  to  Fort  Pitt,  Detroit  &c  — 
Noth  withstanding  which,  as  you  implore  Mercy,  and  Forgiveness, 
I  shall  grant  you  P eace  on  the  following  Conditions,  Provided 
that  you  are  fully  empowered  from  the  Nations  above  mentioned, 
and  that  the  Chiefs  of  those  Nations  will  Ratify  it,  and  that  you 
name  the  Chiefs  — 

They  answer  — 

We  are  fully  empowerd  to  Conclude,  and  Sign  a  Peace,  if 
we  can  obtain  one.  —  the  Chiefs  of  the  above  nations  will  cer¬ 
tainly  Ratify  it,  and  their  names  are  as  follows  — viz1. 

For  the  Shawanese,  —  Scobateche,  the  great  War  Chief 

For  the  Delawares,  —  the  whole  of  the  Chiefs.  — 

For  the  Hurons  of  Sanduskey,  —  Sastaregi,  Chief  of  the 
Warriors,  — and  our  selves  of  the  Five  Nations,  of  the  Plains 
of  Scioto  &c  &c  Ayashota,  Decaynetareyetoo,  —  Insenock- 
shoree,  Ateyweyuncta,  and  Ananenqua.  — 

Terms  on  which  Peace  is  granted.  — 

I*'  Article  — All  Prisoners  shall  be  delivered  up  at  Sanduskey, 

directly,  English,  French  &  Blacks  without  Reserve,  or  excuse  of 

being  named,  or  any  otherwise  connected  with  you;  and  should 

there  be  any  unwilling  to  leave  you,  they  must  be  obliged  to 
come.  — 


Major  Thomas  Smallman  who  had  been  a  prisoner  among  the  Indians. 
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2  Art  —  All  the  Chiefs  before  mentioned  shall  come  with  the 
Prisoners,  &  ratify  the  Peace  I  now  grant. 

3  Art  —  Six  of  the  Principal  of  the  Deputation  now  here  must 
remain  as  Hostages  for  the  true  Performance  of  the  Engagements 
they  hereby  enter  into,  and  in  Consideration  of  my  not  marching 
immediately  upon  my  Landing,  against  your  Castles,  as  I  at  first 
intended ;  —  and  the  other  4  with  one  of  my  Officers,  and  an 
Indian  belonging  to  this  Army,  must  proceed  with  the  utmost 
Dispatch  to  the  Nations  above  mentioned  to  acquaint  the  Chiefs 
with  the  Peace  granted,  and  what  is  expected  from  them,  as  I 
am  determined  not  to  lose  time,  or  suffer  my  self  to  be  Imposed 
upon.  — 

4  Art.  —  That  this  Peace  may  last  for  ever,  the  Nations  before 
mentioned  must  entirely  relinquish  their  Claims  to  the  Forts,  and 
Posts  which  the  English  now  have  in  their  Country.  —  And  the 
English  shall  be  at  liberty  to  build,  and  erect  as  many  Forts,  or 
Trading  houses,  as  they  may  find  necessary  for  Carrying  on 
Trade  between  them  and  the  Savages  without  Interruption;  — 
And  they  shall  grant  as  much  Land  round  the  Fort,  as  a  Cannon 
can  throw  a  Shot  over,  for  Raising  a  proper  Supply  of  Pro¬ 
visions  for  the  Use  of  the  Garrison,  and  Traders,  which  Lands 
they  are  to  renounce  and  look  upon  as  the  Property  of  the 
English  for  ever.  — 

5  Art  —  That  I  shall  be  at  Liberty  to  send  in  safety  from  this 
Army  to  your  Castles,  Six  English,  Six  Canadians,  and  Six 
Indians,  to  See  that  you  bring  away  all  the  Prisoners  you  have, 
which  Prisoners,  you  are  to  furnish  with  Horses,  and  Provisions 
during  their  Journey,  and  to  treat  them  with  all  the  tenderness, 
and  kindness  you  can,  —  and  that  I  may,  for  the  better  Security 
of  the  People  I  send,  keep  with  me,  an  equal  Number  of  Indians, 
until  the  Return  of  the  above  English,  Canadians,  and  Indians.  — 

6th.  Art  —  That  if  hereafter  it  Should  happen,  that  any  Person 
belonging  to  the  beforementioned  Nats.  shall  kill,  or  Plunder 
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any  of  the  English,  the  Person,  or  Persons,  so  Offending,  shall 
be  immediately  given  up,  and  be  delivered  at  Fort  Pitt  there  to 
be  tried  for  the  Offence  comitted  agreeable  to  the  Laws,  and 
Customs  of  the  English,  with  this  difference  only,  that  one  half 
of  the  Jury  shall  be  Indians  of  the  same  Nation  with  the 
Offender. 

7lth.  Art  —  You  cannot  be  Ignorant  of  an  Army  marching 
against  the  above  Nations  by  the  way  of  the  Ohio,  —  but  in 
Consideration  of  your  truly  Repenting  your  bad  behavior  & 
Conduct  towards  the  English,  and  the  Engagements  you  now 
enter  into,  and  the  Promises  you  also  make  of  your  future  good 
behavior,  I  shall  send  to  prevent  their  Proceeding  against  you.  - — 
but  you  may  be  assured,  that,  should  you  be  ever  guilty  of  the 
like  bad  behavior,  you  will  never  be  forgiven,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  you  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  face  of  the  Earth. _ 

8th.  Ar  That  if  any  of  the  Nations  or  Tribes  herein  men¬ 
tioned  should  separately  violate  the  Peace,  and  disturb  the 
Publick  Tranquility,  the  others  shall  consider  themselves  as 
bound  to  punish  the  Offenders,  by  Carrying  on  War  either 
Seperately,  or  Jointly  with  the  English,  and  their  Allies  against 
them  till  they  are  brought  to  Reason,  as  well  as  any  other 
Nation  now  at  War,  or  who  may  be  at  War  against  the  English, 
and  the  English  will  assist  them  against  their  Enemies. _ 

9‘h-  Ar  To  avoid  being  Imposed  upon  by  Delays  in  the  Ratify¬ 
ing  this  1  reaty,  and  so  lose  the  Season  for  Acting  against  the 
above  Indians,  I  do  allow  twenty  five  days  from  the  Date  hereof 
for  the  Arrival  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  above  Nations  at  Sanduskey 
with  all  their  Prisoners,  and  Should  they  fail  herein,  what  has 
been  done  I  shall  Consider  as  void,  and  they  may  expect  to  find 
us  Warriors,  instead  of  Brothers,  and  friends.  — 

By  the  Power  Invested  in  me  by  his  Excellency  Major 
General  Gage  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Majesties  Forces 
in  North  America  &c  &c,  the  above  are  the  Terms  on  which 
>rant  Peace  to  the  Nations  aforementioned,  that  is  to  say 
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the  Shawanese,  the  Delawares,  the  Hurons  of  Sanduskey,  the 
Five  Nations  inhabiting  the  Plains  of  Scioto,  the  Banks  of  the 
Ohio,  Presqu’Isle  &c  &c  &c  — 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal  on  the  day,  and  at  the 
Place  beforementioned.  — 

Jn°  Bradstreet  (L.  S.)  — 

From  the  Powers  we  have  Received  from  the  Chiefs  of  the 
different  Nations  we  represent,  that  is  to  say  the  Shawanese, 
Delawares,  Ffurons  of  Sanduskey,  the  Five  Nations  inhabiting 
the  Plains  of  Scioto,  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio  &c  &c  &c,  We  do 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  of  them  Nations  most  gratefully  accept 
the  Terms  abovementioned,  &  granted.  And  we  do  also  most 
solemnly  bind  ourselves,  and  them  to  the  true  Performance  of 
every  Article  in  every  Respect,  &  have  affixed  the  marks  of  our 
respective  Tribes  the  day  before  mentioned.  — 

The  Peace  being  Concluded  the  six  Nations  of  Indians  with 
those  of  Canada  rose  up  and  took  the  Deputies  by  the  hand, 
“saying  they  were  glad  they  were  come  to  their  Senses,  and 
hoped  they  wou’d  continue  so,  —  &  if  they  did  not,  that,  on 
the  first  break  of  the  above  Peace  to  which  they  were  witness, 
they  would  immediately  make  war  against  them.  — 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy  ./.  New  York  Aug1.  ! 6lh.  1764. 

Dear  Sir 

Tho’  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,2  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint 
you,  that  seeing  the  uncertainty  we  are  in,  even  yet,  as  to  peace 
or  War  with  the  Savages,  who  were  in  Arms  against  Us;  as  very 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:508-10. 
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few  of  these  tribes  either  came,  or  sent  Deputies  to  the  Congress 
you  held  at  Niagara,  and  that  we  have  no  further  proofs  of  their 
Dispositions  being  realy  pacifick,  than  the  sending  in  a  few 
prisoners  to  the  Detroit,  which  they  have  done,  over  and  over, 
in  order  to  amuse  Us;  I  have  by  this  oportunity  sent  positive 
Orders  to  Col0.  Bradstreet,  either  to  bring  those  tribes  to  conclude 
a  formal  peace,  which  shall  in  appearance  be  sincere  and  lasting, 
or  in  failure  of  that,  to  attack  them,  and  use  every  means  in  his 
power  to  destroy  them  —  If  you  should  have  any  thing  to 
communicate  to  him,  on  this  head,  you  will  take  the  advantage 
of  the  express.  I  have  likewise  sent  final  Orders  to  Col0.  Brad- 
street  to  attack  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares.  I  am  with  great 
regard 


Sir  William  Johnson  Bart. 


Dear  Sir, 
&ca 


INDORSED: 

Copy  /.  To 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bl. 
Johnson  Hall 

New  York  Aug'.  1 6th.  1  764. 


FROM  JOHN  ORMSBY  DONNELLAN 

A.L.S.1 

Quebeck  August  22d.  1764 

Dr.  Sir  Wm.  — 

I  wrote  you  once  to  Niagara  &  also  last  Post  to  Johnson  Hall, 
all  Particulars  relative  to  this  Province;  which  I  hope  you 
received,  it  gives  me  infinate  satisfaction  to  hear  of  your  success 
at  the  Treaty;  it  is  Published  in  the  Paper  which  makes  me  send 
it  you,  &  the  desire  of  wishing  you  joy;  or  else  I  have  very  little 
to  say ;  Colonel  Burton  was  here  a  few  Days  since  to  resign 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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all  Civil  Government  &  certainly  goes  to  England  soon,  General 
Murry  has  named  eight  of  the  Council,  &  Burton  &  Bruire  laugh 
at  the  thoughts  of  their  being  ask’d  to  be  of  the  Council  when 
he  has  secured  so  great  a  Majority  of  Scotch  &  them  of  the 
low’r  sort;  in  short  from  the  Porter  to  his  Excellancy  all  are 
his  abject  Slaves,  so  little  you  see  do  our  great  Folks  at 
home  study  the  true  Interest  of  the  Colony’s;  The  Bearer  is  Mr. 
Rogers  a  very  Genteel  Man  of  Fortune  at  Boston  who  pro¬ 
poses  doing  himsel  the  Pleasure  to  waite  on  you,  he  has  got  a 
Poem  that  has  lately  appear’d  here  which  he  promises  me  to 
shew  you  as  a  true  Portrait  of  the  affairs  here,  I  had  some 
thoughts  of  going  across  the  Lakes  to  have  the  Pleasure  of 
seeing  you  before  I  went  to  England  &  if  I  had  immagined  that 
it  would  have  been  of  any  service  I  assure  you  I  should  thinke 
very  little  of  the  trouble;  as  you  know  the  consequence  of  your 
Dispatch’s  &  how  often  the  Post  has  deceived  you,  My  Lord 
Hallifax  will  be  very  desirous  to  hear  of  your  success  &  if  you 
will  favour  me  with  a  Duplicate  of  the  Treaty  to  the  Lords  of 
trade,  or  Lord  Hallifax  you  may  depend  on  my  delivering  it 
myself;  &  if  when  Mr.  Rogers  is  with  you;  you  thinke  that  I 
can  be  of  service  only  forward  an  Express  to  me  &  I  will  come 
from  this  to  your  house  dirrectly,  &  go  home  by  Boston,  you 
will  know  the  advantage  of  a  Person  who  understand’s  matters 
to  explain  those  things  to  great  Folks;  in  short  I  leave  all  to  your 
wise  Determination  &  shall  waite  here  at  Quebec  for  your 
answer;  either  for  the  Dispatch’s;  or  your  letter,  as  nothing 
would  make  me  so  happy  as  that  every  transaction  of  Sir  Wms. 
should  appear  in  the  best  colours  excuse  my  scribling  so  hastily 
&  so  ill  and  Belive  with  sincere  regard 

Y our  most  obliged  & 
Devoted  Plumble  Serv1 

i 

J.  Donnellan1 


1  Lieutenant  John  Ormsby  Donnellan  of  the  60th  British  regiment. 
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P.  S.  My  Compliments  to  all  your 
famely  — 

INDORSED:1 

Quebec  August  22d.  I  764 


Lieu1.  Donnellans  Letter 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.2 

Johnson  Hall  August  22d.  1764  — 

Dear  Sir 

Three  days  ago  I  arrived  here  a  good  deal  Indisposed  from 
the  difficulties  I  met  with  from  the  Oneida  Lake,  My  Boats  not 
being  able  (from  the  lowness  of  the  Water)  to  get  up  the 
Wood  Creek  in  any  reasonable  time,  &  my  Thigh  not  per¬ 
mitting  me  to  ride,  I  was  obhdged  to  leave  Fort  Stanwix  in  a 
small  leaky  Battoe,  on  a  rainy  day  without  Covering  Bedding 
&ca.  — 

On  my  way  hither  I  had  the  favour  of  Yours  of  the  16th. 
Ult°.3  concerning  the  Westeren  Inds.  who  turned  back  from 
Carillon,  &  who  attended  the  Congress  at  Niagra,  they  were 
some  Ottawaes  from  S'.  Marys  with  a  few  Nipissins.  The 
Folles  Avoins  attended  the  Congress,  as  did  the  Sakis,  Reynards, 
Puans  &ca.  as  you  will  see  by  my  last,  but  did  not  go  towards 
Canada,  I  received  a  letter  at  Niagra  from  the  Jesuit  at 
Michilimacinac:  it  cheifly  ran  in  favour  of  the  good  behaviour  of 
®  Frenchman,  &  of  some  Indians  there  whom  he  represents  to 
have  taken  much  pains  in  preventing  the  late  rupture  from 
Spreading  too  far.  —  The  Sioux  did  not  attend,  they  are  on 
verry  bad  terms  with  some  of  the  upper  Chippaweighs  but  there 

1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

J  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

3  Johnson  Papers ,  4:484. 
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were  some  of  the  Christineaux  from  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Hudsons  Bay,  and  also  others  from  the  North  West  Side  of 
Lake  Superiour,  who  had  no  hand  in  the  War,  these  are  rather 
remote  to  give  us  much  trouble,  but  as  I  looked  upon  it  to  be 
necessary  to  give  all  Nations  of  Inds.  (particularly  those  who 
trade  at  our  Factories  or  Posts)  a  favourable  impression  of  ye. 
English,  I  dismissed  them  with  a  Present,  as  well  as  the  rest.  — 

I  herewith  enclose  You  Copys  of  the  Treatys  of  Peace  with 
the  Hurons  of  Detroit,  &  the  Chenussios,  the  rest  of  the  Inds. 
who  Attended  from  the  representation  made  to  me  not  haveing 
been  concerned  in  the  War,  I  only  renewed  &  Strengthened  the 
Covenant  Chain  with  them  and  obtained  their  promise  to 
procure  (as  far  as  in  their  power)  restitution  for  the  Traders 
losses,  as  well  as  to  get  all  Prisoners  out  of  the  Enemys  Hands, 
altho  I  know  many  of  them  could  not  avoid  being  in  some 
degree  concerned  against  us,  Yet  from  the  impossibility  of 
makeing  a  more  strict  enquiry,  or  of  punishing  some  without 
bringing  on  fresh  troubles,  which  we  were  not  able  to  put  an  end 
to,  it  was  Judged  adviseable  to  treat  those  Indians  as  People 
who  had  not  Joyned  in  the  War,  and  I  beleive  it  will  have  that 
effect,  that,  Pondiac  with  his  Adherents,  as  also  the  Potawa- 
tamies  will  be  verry  Submissive,  even  should  Co11.  Bradstreet  not 
be  able  to  Strike  a  Blow;  The  Shawanese  &  Delawares  will  also 
be  Staggered  at  the  Indians  Joining  our  Troops,  &  probably 
make  all  necessary  Submission. 

The  Prisoners  delivered  up  are  now  here,  &  Hostages  from 
the  Senecas  left  by  me  at  Ontario,  for  the  delivery  up  of  those 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Delawares,  as  well  as  for  that  of  their  two 
Cheifs. 

One  of  the  Prisoners  (a  Boy)  has  been  already  claimed  and 
delivered  up,  the  rest  I  intend  to  advertise,  so  as  their  freinds 
may  be  enabled  to  find  them  out,  and  shall  send  them  to  You 
at  New  York  for  that  purpose.  A  Frenchman  who  lived  amongst 
the  Cayugaes  has  been  given  up  to  me,  I  shall  as  he  desires  it, 
give  him  a  pass  to  go  to  his  freinds  at  Montreal.  — 
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On  the  Behaviour  6c  fair  promises  of  the  Westeren  Indians, 
Co11.  Bradstreet  6c  I  Judged  it  necessary  to  gratify  their  repeated 
request,  6c  allow  them  to  trade  off  such  Skins  as  they  had  for 
all  Articles  Amunition  excepted,  the  like  is  expected  now  by  the 
Seneca’s,  and  Co11.  Bradstreet  will  I  apprehend  on  his  arrival 
at  Detroit  find  himself  oblidged  to  indulge  those  who  are  peace¬ 
able  in  the  like  Manner. 

I  told  them  all,  that  their  loss  of  Trade  must  be  imputed  to 
the  behaviour  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  ’till  they  were  punished, 
or  Matters  properly  accomodated,  they  could  not  expect  it  as 
formerly,  but  least  the  refusal  of  it  should  disgust  those  who  are 
disposed  for  peace  I  must  beg  to  know  your  Sentiments  when, 
or  how  they  are  to  carry  on  the  Trade  with  the  well  affected.  — 
I  am 

with  utmost  respect 
Dr.  Sir 

Your  Excellencys 

His  Excellency  Most  Obedient 

The  Honr^E  Genl.  Gage  6c  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 


Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar'. 
August  22d.  1 764. 

Received  Sep'.  1st.  Inclosing 
the  Articles  of  Peace  made 
with  the  Hurons  of  Detroit. 
Answered.  — 


FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.Df.S.1 


Sir, 


Lebanon  25th.  Aug1.  1764. 


The  accounts  We  have  had  of  the  Smiles  of  Heaven  upon 


1  In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 
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\  our  Honour’s  Important  Undertaking,  and  the  Temper  Which 
So  many  distant  Tribes  of  Indians  have  discoverd  towards  the 
English  have  determined  the  Commissioners  of  a  Board  of 
Corrispondents1  lately  formd  in  this  Government  by  a  Commis¬ 
sion  from  the  HonK  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian 
Knowledge,  that  it  May  answer  Several  good  Reports  to  Send 
the  Revd.  Mr.  Occom2  to  meet  You,  if  it  May  be  before  those 
Indians  from  remote  Tribes  Who  have  Joyn’d  Your  Armies 
are  dispersed,  and  accordingly  they  do  herewith  Send  him,  in 
Order  to  Make  Proposals  to  [them]  sd  Tribes  of  Indians,  of 
receiving  Missionaries  and  School  Masters  among  them,  and  also 
to  procure  a  Number  of  likely  Youth  (of  both  Sexes  if  You 
think  best)  to  be  Educated  in  this  School  and  the  Commissionars 
desire  (if  Your  Honour  will  not  think  the  Burden  too  great 
amidst  Your  Weighty  Affairs)  that  the  Whole  may  be  under 
Your  direction  and  Conduct.  I  Should  be  glad  to  receive  15.  or 
20.  if  You  can  procure  those  Who  are  likely,  And  from  Tribes 
as  remote  as  may  be.  —  We  hope  to  be  able  to  Send  [ 
two  or  three  Ministers  Next  Spring  and  as  many  School  Masters, 
if  a  door  Shall  be  open  for  them.  All  the  Mohock  Boys,  and 
Several  Other  Indian  Youth  [are]  in  this  School  are  now  well 
accomplished  for  School  Masters  excepting  their  Want  of  Age  — 

I  have  no  need  to  recommend  the  Revd.  Mr.  Occom  or  his 
Brother  David  Fowler  Whom  We  have  appointed  to  Accom¬ 
pany  him,  to  Your  Honours  Kindness  &  Friendship,  since  You 
have  given  them  Such  Testimonals  thereof,  as  invite  them  and 
us,  With  greatest  Confidence  to  rely  upon  it  — 

May  God  Still  Smile  Upon  Your  Endeavours  to  Make 
[North]  America  a  quiet  and  peacible  Habitation  for  his  people, 
and  reward  all  your  Labours  and  Fatigue  therein,  not  only  With 
Such  Worldly  H  onours  as  You  have  Merited  from  Your  fellow 

1  Representing  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowl¬ 
edge. 

2  Samson  Occum. 
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men,  but  With  the  Richer  Blessings  of  his  new  [Covenant]  and 
everlasting  Covenant. 

I  am  With  great  Esteem  and  Respect 

Your  Honours  Most  Obed* 

and  Most  Humble  Servant 

Eleazar  Wheelock 

The  Honle.  Gen* l.  Johnson. 

P.S.  give  my 

love  to  Joseph.1 

INDORSED: 

To  Gen1.  Johnson 
Aug*.  23th  1 764 

FROM  JOHN  BRADSTREET 
Copy2 

Detroit,  28th  Aug.  1764. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  Have  only  Time  to  say  by  Major  Gladwin  we  have  shown 
the  Savages  in  this  Quarter  we  could  have  cut  them  up  in  Part 
at  least  had  they  not  ask’d  Peace,  that  the  Outawas,  Petewata- 
mas,  &c.  Chepewas  are  to  be  all  in  six  or  seven  Days  to 

end  the  general  Peace  &  comply  with  every  thing  I  demand, 
amongst  which  Bondeac4  is  to  be  given  up  to  be  sent  down  to 
the  Seacoast  &  maintain’d  at  his  Majestys  Expence  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  his  Days.  Major  Gladwin  will  tell  your  Ex.  the  sad 
State  of  this  place  respecting  the  Quarters  for  the  Troops.  I  shall 
do  all  I  can  towards  building  Barracks,  it  being  absolutely 
necessary.  The  Troops  you  ordered  for  to  Garrison  Michilimi- 
canack  with  two  Companys  of  fifty  Men  each  which  I  have 
raised  out  of  the  Inhabitants  here,  go  of  to  morrow  and  one 

1  Joseph  Brant. 

‘Printed  in  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  Detroit,  ed.  Hough,  pp.  283-84. 
From  Bradstreet  and  Amherst  MSS. 
s  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

1  Pontiac. 
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of  the  Vessels  shall  be  got  into  Lake  Huron,  tho’  no  more  than 
six  feet  Water  is  as  yet  found  over  the  Barr  in  Lake  St.  Clair, 
and  no  Pains  shall  be  wanting  to  know  how  to  fix  the  Navigation 
from  Neagara  Falls  to  Michigan  Lake,  &c. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  Peace  made  with  the  Shaw- 
anes,  &c.,  and  I  shall  be  at  Sandusky  at  the  Time  appointed  for 
the  Chiefs  &  Prisoners  to  be  there  &  to  march  against  them  to 
Scioto  if  they  do  not  fulfill  their  Engagements. 

From  very  good  Information  I  found  necessary  to  give  the 
Inhabitants  &  Savages  of  the  Elliones  &  the  Nations  on  this 
Side  of  it  to  the  Miames  to  know  that  unless  they  carry  them¬ 
selves  well  to  His  Majestys  Troops  who  were  to  take  Possession 
of  that  Country,  they  might  expect  to  bear  from  us  and  ye 
Savages  of  the  Six  Nations,  those  of  Canada,  the  Shawanes,  &c. 
that  we  have  made  Peace  with,  together  with  the  Nations  sur¬ 
rounding  this  Place  soon,  for  which  Purpose  I  have  sent  Capt. 
Morris1  of  1 7th  Regiment  and  Savages  with  the  usual  Belts. 
Should  Capt  Morris  succeed  he  is  to  push  on  to  all  the  Nations 
of  Savages  on  the  Banks  of  the  Missisippi  to  the  Sea,  as  your 
Ex.  will  see  by  his  Instructions  a  Copy  of  which  is  herein  en¬ 
closed,  as  also  the  Oath  the  Inhabitants  are  to  take. 

FROM  DANIEL  CLAUS 

Copy 2 3 

[Montreal,  August  30,  1764 ] 

Governor  Burton  goes  to  England  this  Fall,  Mr.  Murray"5 

1  Captain  Thomas  Morris. 

2  Extract  printed  in  Journal  of  American  History  (1908)  2:395.  This 
letter  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  234,  says  it  con¬ 
cerned  “a  present  to  the  Canadian  Indians  who  went  to  Niagara,  Indian 
criticism  of  Col.  Bradstreet’s  conduct  of  his  expedition,  the  Nipisinks  dis¬ 
trust,  the  complaint  of  the  Arundax  and  Skaghquanes  as  to  regulations 
governing  travel,  injuries  suffered  by  ‘Domestick  Indians’  from  the  soldiery, 
Gov.  Murray’s  favoritism  and  purpose  to  intrude  on  Johnsons’  department, 
the  two  Du  Charmes  and  the  character  of  the  offence  with  which  one  is 
charged.” 

3  Governor  James  Murray,  appointed  governor  of  Canada  in  1  763. 
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being  published  Govr.  in  Chief  of  Quebec  Province,  the  latter 
has  play’d  his  Cards  so  well  as  to  carry  all  before  him  as  far 
as  his  civil  Commission  will  admit  of,  he  chose  the  Number  of 
Council  left  to  his  Election,  consisting  of  eight  most  all  of  his 
Giving  he  fills  with  hungry  Sawneys.  He  even  intends  to  in- 
croach  upon  your  Department,  and  as  I  am  told  said  that  he 
thinks  ye  Canada  Indns  not  in  your  District  and  would  give 
the  Direction  of  Indn.  Affrs  to  one  Fraser,  a  half  pay  Captn.  in 
78th.  Reg’t.  as  he  thought  it  too  good  an  Employment  for  any 
but  a  Scotsman  to  enjoy,  nothing  seems  is  considered  but  the 
Benefit  of  the  Employ  be  the  Maan  capable  or  not.  I  laughed 
at  it  and  told  the  person  that  heard  the  above  of  Capt.  Brown 
of  60th.  Reg’t.  his  Right  hand  Man,  and  of  the  Council  to  be 
sure,  that  Mr.  Murray  was  Wellcome  to  appoint  said  Gentleman, 
and  pay  him  also,  as  I  believed  it  was  before  now  decided  of  the 
Canadian  Indns  not  being  left  to  his  management.  The  Ambition 
and  Imperiousness  of  Govr.  Murray  will  require  your  having  a 
strict  eye  of  your  Jurisdiction  in  Canada,  and  he  may  be  plagued 
as  well  as  he  does  others  thereby.  ’Tis  thought  the  45th  Degree 
will  take  in  many  settlements  in  this  country;  neither  can  I  per¬ 
ceive  how  passes  can  be  granted  by  any  one  but  yourself  for  your 
Jurisdiction. 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 


Contemporary  Copy 1 

New  York  September  2^.  1764. 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  22d.  of  August,2  and  am 
much  concerned  to  hear  of  your  being  indisposed  from  the 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Original  manuscript  in  New  York 
State  Library  was  mutilated  by  fire,  but  printed  with  omissions  in  John¬ 
son  Papers,  4:521-23. 

2  Ante.  pp.  336-38. 
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Difficulties  you  have  mett  with,  you  had  better  have  remained  a 
Day  or  two  at  Fort  Stanwix  till  you  had  procured  better  Con¬ 
veyances  down  the  River. 

It  is  a  little  Surprizeing  where  my  Letter  of  the  1 6th.  of  July1 
should  have  been  stoped,  and  not  forwarded  to  you.  I  wrote  to 
you  on  the  1 6th.  Ulmo.  As  you  had  not  received  it  on  the  22d.  it 
has  not  travelled  so  quick  as  I  hoped,  it  was  Sent  Express  from 
hence,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Glen  who  brought  yours  and  Colonel 
Bradstreets  Dispatches  from  Niagara. 

The  Sioux  Might  well  be  excused  the  not  comeing  to  Niagara, 
they  are  at  an  immense  Distance,  and  always  at  War  with  the 
Chippewas.  I  am  very  glad  you  have  sent  the  Western  Nations 
away  with  good  Impressions  of  us,  which  will  have  a  very  good 
Effect. 

The  Western  Nations,  Might  be  Supplied  by  the  Ottawa 
River,  but  I  believe  it  would  be  better  not  to  publish  any  Thing 
yet  concerning  Trade,  till  we  hear  a  little  further. 

I  am  oblidged  to  you  for  the  Treatys  of  Peace  which  you 
have  sent  me,  concluded  with  the  LIurons  and  the  Chenussies. 
And  I  herewith  send  you  a  most  Astonishing  Treaty  of  Peace, 
which  Colonel  Bradstreet  has  taken  upon  Himself  to  Conclude, 
with  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares,  which  contains  no  one  Article 
whereby  the  least  Satisfaction  is  given  for  the  many  horrid 
Murders  committed  by  those  Barbarians,  the  sole  Promoters  and 
Contrivers  of  all  our  Troubles,  and  the  Cheif  Actors  in  the 
Bloody  Tragedy.  I  know  not  on  what  Foundation  He  builds, 
to  imagine  Himself  empowered  to  conclude  any  Peace,  and  dic¬ 
tate  the  Articles  thereof,  Agreeable  to  His  own  Judgement.  He 
has  lately  seen  you,  His  Majestys  sole  Agent  and  Superintendant 
of  Indians  Affairs  at  Niagara,  on  the  Business  of  Peace.  He 
might  perhaps  be  empowered  to  consent  to  a  Suspension  of  Arms, 
and  refer  them  to  you  to  Settle  and  Conclude  the  Peace,  but 


1  Johnson  Papers ,  4:484. 
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He  has  taken  the  whole  upon  Himself.  I  look  upon  the  Peace  He 
has  made  as  Derogotory  to  the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  His 
Majestys  Arms  Amongst  the  Indian  Nations,  unsafe  for  the 
future  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  His  Majestys  Subjects,  and  the 
Basis  of  Future  Massacres.  Made  at  a  time,  that  two  Armies 
after  long  Struggles  are  at  an  immense  Expence  put  in  Motion, 
and  ready  to  penetrate  into  the  Heart  of  their  Country.  In 
short  so  little  consistent  with  the  good  of  His  Majestys  Service, 
and  made  without  Authority,  that  I  disavow  and  Annuli  it.  It 
has  been  Sent  here  by  the  way  of  Presqu’  Isle1.  And  a  Letter 
Sent  to  Colonel  Boquet  to  stop  his  Opperations.  But  the  Colonel 
tells  me,  that  the  Conditions  are  so  disgracefull,  That  He  shall 
continue  His  Opperations  till  I  send  Him  Orders  to  the  contrary. 
I  have  sent  Him  Orders  to  proceed,  And  had  before  given  Orders 
to  Him  and  Colonel  Bradstreet  to  attack  the  Shawnese  and 
Delawares,  and  to  listen  to  no  Terms  of  Peace,  till  the  Promoters 
of  the  War  were  delivered  into  their  Hands,  And  that  they 
had  sent  Deputys  to  you  to  sue  for  Peace.  These  Orders  could 
not  have  reached  Colonel  Bradstreet,  But  he  had  at  first  possitive 
Instructions  to  attack  those  Nations.  And  He  is  again  ordered 
to  attack  them,  notwithstanding  his  Peace,  which  I  will  not 
ratify  or  confirm.  I  shall  hear  from  you  on  this  soon.  And  Am 
with  great  Regard. 

Dear  Sir, 

Sir  William  Johnston  &ca 

Colonel  Bradstreet  tells  me  in  His  last  Letter  from  Niagara, 
that  He  was  going  to  Detroit. 

How  He  has  got  so  Suddenly  to  Preaqu’  Isle  to  meet  the 
Indians  there  too,  so  Opportunely  is  a  little  Astonishing,  his 
Letter  is  dated  the  14th.  Ult°. 


1  Now  Erie,  Pa. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy .  / . 

To  Sir  William  Johnston 
Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  September  2d.  1764 
Sent  by 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy 1 

Fort  George  Septr  3d  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  pleasure  I  received  yours  of  the  23rd  of  last 
Month2  giving  me  an  account  of  the  success  of  your  Negotiations 
with  the  Indian  Nations  who  met  you  at  Niagara,  so  highly  bene¬ 
ficial  to  all  North  America,  &  which  I  make  no  doubt  will  in 
consequence  thereof  procure  a  general  pacification  with  the 
Indians  everywhere  —  So  signal  a  Piece  of  Service  must  certainly 
procure  you  universal  applause  &  intitles  you  to  his  Majestys 
distinguished  favours. 

I  believe  you  will  not  think  it  proper  that  Licence  to  Trade 
be  granted  till  after  Col.  Bradstreet  shall  have  completed  what 
he  has  to  do.  You  was  formerly  of  Opinion  that  the  Trade 
should  be  confined  to  the  Garrisoned  Posts,  &  that  no  [traders] 
be  allowed  to  go  among  the  Indians.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
your  advice  as  to  the  Terms  on  which  Licences  to  Trade  are  to 
be  granted  and  what  security  may  be .  proper  to  take  for  the 
performance  of  the  Conditions  of  the  Licences.  Mr.  Duncan 
has  applied  for  a  Licence  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  proper.  I  believe 
you  have  no  objection  to  him  &  I  am  very  willing  to  gratify 
him. 


1  Printed  in  /Ve tv  Yorf(  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  356- 

57. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:511-14. 
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I  shall  tomorrow  communicate  your  Letter  to  the  Council  in 
relation  to  the  Complaints  of  the  Conojoharies  of  Injuries  don 
them  by  some  of  the  Inhabitants  &  to  take  their  advise  thereon. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  would  be 
more  effectually  secured  by  establishing  a  method  of  their  obtain¬ 
ing  Justice  in  a  Summary  way,  and  of  this  I  intend  to  write  my 
Opinion  to  his  Majesty’s  Ministers  as  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
Consequence  for  securing  a  lasting  Peace  with  them. 

I  am  to  meet  the  Assembly  tomorrow  at  their  own  Request, 
which  I  could  not  refuse  them  without  giving  them  great  dis¬ 
gust.  This  will  unavoidably  debar  me  of  the  pleasure  I  proposed 
in  a  Visit  to  you.  As  I  know  not  in  what  humour  the  Council 
may  be  as  to  adviseing  the  Grant  of  the  Lands  you  mention,  I 
think  it  best  to  take  the  Method  I  formerly  proposed  of  obtaining 
his  Majesty’s  Order  for  the  Grant.  This  method  will  be  attended 
with  this  advantage  that  it  may  be  granted  wholly  in  your  own 
Name  &  thereby  avoid  the  inconveniency  which  attends  the  using 
of  Trustees,  &  probably  it  may  be  obtained  free  of  Quit  rent  for 
10  years  as  the  Grants  to  reduced  officers  are.  If  you  approve 
of  this  I  shall  as  soon  as  I  know  your  pleasure  transmit  to  you  a 
draft  of  my  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  that  purpose  for 
your  approbation  &  amendment.  I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem 
&  Regard  Sir 


FROM  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

A.  Df.1 

[Sep1.  6 ,  1764] 

Dear  Sir 

Mr.  Darlington  this  Day  informed  me,  he  had  [agreed  with]2 
engaged  the  Bearer  Mr.  John  Arthur  in  your  Service  as  a 
Clerk,  and  as  Mr.  Arthur  wrote  in  my  Office  for  several  Months 

1  In  New  York  Historical  Society,  Kempe  Papers.  This  letter  is  given 
in  Johnson  Calendar ,  p.  235,  under  date  of  September  8. 

2  Words  in  italics  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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and  is  very  desirous  of  serving  you  he  has  requested  me  to  [write 
give  him  a  Character] ,  write  to  you  on  the  Subject. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  his  Skill  in  Bookkeeping  but  he 
informs  me  he  was  many  years  in  Trade  in  London,  and  I 
presume  he  cannot  be  deficient  in  that  Respect.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  French  Language  as  well  as  [the]  English 
and  is  I  believe  not  a  bad  Latin  Scholar.  He  can  bear  a  good 
deal  of  Application  [is  very  faithfull]  writes  a  good  Hand, 
and  I  think  his  Fidelity  may  be  depended  on  he  is  modest  indus¬ 
trious  to  oblige,  [and  he  has  no  bad  Quality]  —  I  hope  [he 
may]  you  will  find  [fit]  him  [to  be  the]  fit  for  your  Service,  [as  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  he  as] 

Your  Goodness  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  this  Letter, 
as  I  am  prompted  to  it  by  the  [o)is]  Desire  I  have  of  [seeing  an] 
hearing  so  Good  a  Man  as  I  take  Mr.  Arthur  to  be  [so  Well  is] 
in  a  Way  of  Supporting  himself. 

I  am 

Dear  Sir 

INDORSED:  Yrs  &c. — 

Sep1.  6  1764 
Letter  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
Mr.  Arthur. 

FROM  THOMAS  PENN 

L.  S.1 

London  Seplr.  7th.  1 764. 

Sir  — 

Tho’  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since 
I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  thought  I  would  not  let  Mr.  Croghan  depart, 
without  expressing  the  sense  I  have  of  your  constant  Services  to 


1  In  the  Ayer  Collection,  Newberry  Library,  Chicago.  Marked 
Dupt.  ’  ’ — duplicate. 
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the  Publick,  which  I  trust,  from  the  success  you  have  already 
had,  will  be  the  means  of  establishing  a  good  Peace,  with  all  the 
Indian  Nations,  this  I  have,  and  shall  on  all  occasions  declare  to 
his  Majesty’s  Ministers,  that  are  not  so  well  informed  of  your 
merit,  and  services;  as  to  my  Lord  Hallifax,  he  has  very  lately 
assured  me,  that  he  will  use  his  best  endeavours,  with  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  to  procure  you  a  proper  consideration  for  your  Services, 
whenever  a  Memorial  is  presented,  which  I  think  you  should 
draw  up,  setting  forth  an  exact  State  of  your  Case;  and  the 
hardships  that  have  been  put  upon  you,  and  send  it  over  to  any 
Friend  you  think  can  best  serve  you,  if  you  think  it  more  proper 
to  send  it  to  me  than  any  other,  I  will  most  readily  present  it. 
Let  one  be  sent  as  to  the  King  and  one  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  but  the  Top  may  be  blank  as  the  Treasury  may  change 
hands. 

The  last  Packet  I  suppose  carryed  you  the  Scheme  for  the 
future  management  of  Indian  Affairs;  I  took  much  pains  to 
induce  the  Board  to  form  one  for  your  settling  a  natural  Boundary 
with  the  Indians,  which  Mr.  Croghan  tells  me  you  have  much 
at  heart  —  they  did  not  incline  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
Boundary  mentioned  in  the  Proclamation,  but  after  having  many 
times  pressed  for  it,  it  was  agreed  upon  as  in  the  Draft,  which 
my  Lord  Hilsborough  shewed  me  when  finished,  whatever  part 
of  the  Land  to  be  taken  in  by  this  Boundary  shall  fall  to  our 
share,  as  being  in  Pennsilvania,  we  shall  make  the  Indians  such 
a  satisfaction  for,  as  shall  be  thought  just,  and  proper,  of  which 
you  will  do  us  the  favour  to  confer  with  Mr.  John  Penn  about, 
and  we  will  order  the  Goods  from  hence,  that  shall  be  agreed  for; 
you  will  also  be  so  good  to  say  what  you  may  think  proper 
to  the  Indians  relating  to  it,  if  any  thing  shou’d  be  necessary 
before  it  is  concluded.  I  am  with  great  regard 

Sir 

Y our  most  obedient 

SR.  William  Johnson.  humble  Servant 

Tho.  Penn 
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CONGRESS  WITH  WESTERN  NATIONS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Detroit  Sept.  7,  1764] 

Copy  of  the  Transactions  of  a  Congress2  held  with  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Ottawas,  and  Chippaweigh  Nations,  as  also  of  a  Peace 
made  with  them,  and  others  hereinafter  mentioned  by  Col 
Bradstreet,  at  Detroit  Septemr.  7lh.  1  764  — 

Wassong3  Chief  of  the  Chippaweighs  Spoke  as  follows  — 

What  I  am  going  to  say  is  in  the  name  of  my  self,  AttaWatky, 
and  all  the  Young  Warriors  of  the  Ottawas,  and  Chippaweighs. 
We  do  not  mean  to  give  Offence,  and  this  String  of  Wampum  is 
to  Open  your  Ears,  and  we  expect  to  be  heard  patiently.  — 
We  are  extremely  glad  to  find  our  selves  so  well  Received,  and 
hope  you  will  give  us  Peace,  in  the  name  of  the  two  Nations 
of  Ottawas,  and  Chippaweighs.  —  We  thank  you  for  having 
Compassion  on  our  selves,  our  Wives,  and  Families.  — 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum  — 

W asong  then  Spoke  on  a  green  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  beg  you  would  hearken  to  IVassang,  Attaxval(y ,  Shamin- 
daWa,  Outawang ,  ButaiOang,  Apockess,  and  Ahheiis.  —  Last 
Year  God  forsook  us.  —  God  has  now  opened  our  Eyes,  and 
we  desire  to  be  heard.  —  ’tis  God’s  will  our  hearts  are  altered.  — 
’twas  God’s  Will  you  had  such  fine  Weather  to  come  to  us  — 
It  is  Gods  Will  also  that  there  shall  be  Peace,  and  Tranquility 
all  over  the  face  of  the  Earth,  and  of  the  Waters.  —  every  thing 
that  was  done  last  Year  bad,  was  done  by  the  old  Warriors, 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  The  proceedings  of  this  Congress,  from  the  much  mutilated  draft, 
are  printed  in  Johnson  Papers ,  4:526-33. 

3  Wassong  (Wasson)  had  caused  the  death  of  Captain  Donald  Camp¬ 
bell,  second  in  command  at  Detroit,  when  Campbell  was  a  prisoner.  Jour¬ 
nal  of  Pontiac’s  Conspiracy,  1763,  pp.  208-10. 
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without  Cause;  We  have  therefore  turned  them  on  one  side.  — 
the  Young  Warriors  are  determined  to  settle  every  thing  them¬ 
selves,  and  prevent  for  the  future  any  Mischief  that  might  be 
intended.  —  the  Young  Warriors,  as  well  as  the  old  Sachims 
thank  you,  and  are  glad  to  see  the  good  Disposition  you  are  in.  — 
Now,  the  Young  People  have  the  Direction  of  affairs,  they  hope 
every  thing  may  be  settled  amicably  and  peaceably,  and  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  shake  hands  with  you,  and  your 
Officers  as  Brothers. —  This  day,  the  Young  Chiefs  broke  all 
their  old  Chiefs,  —  they  shall  never  be  allowed  to  act,  but 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  what  they  Say.  — 

You  have  forgiven  us,  but  our  Offences  are  so  great,  we  must 
again  Ask  it  in  the  name  of  our  Wives,  and  Children.  —  We 
also  pray  that  all  your  Troops  will  have  Compassion  on  them 
&  us,  &  hope  they  will  Remove  any  ill  Opinion  you  may  have 
of  them,  and  us,  —  and  we  thank  the  great  King  for  allowing 
you  to  forgive  us,  and  grant  us  Peace.  —  We  say  this  not  in  our 
name  alone,  but  in  the  name  of  all  the  Inhabitants  round  this 
Country.  — 

Wassang  then  shook  hands,  and  spoke  on  a  String  of  Purple, 

and  white  Wampum,  painted  Green,  and  blue  — 

Brother.  — 

Attend.  —  In  the  name  of  the  Miamis  I  speak.  —  they  thank 
God  for  opening  their  Eyes,  —  they  will  use  their  utmost 
Endeavors  to  restore  Tranquility.  —  ’tis  Gods  will  there  shall 
be  Peace  all  over  the  face  of  the  Earth,  —  and  you  shall  hear 
nothing  ill  of  them.  —  they  thank  you,  and  are  extremely  glad 
to  hear  by  the  People  you  sent,  that  you  will  grant  them  Peace, 
on  their  Return,  the  Village  will  be  overjoyed,  as  they  were 
at  the  Peace  of  the  Shawanese  &c  &c  &c  — 

They  once  more  thank  God  for  opening  their  Eyes;  —  so 
soon  as  they  get  home,  every  thing  will  be  established  on  the 
antient  Footing  of  Peace,  and  friendship.  —  On  the  whole  their 
Sentiments  are  the  same  as  the  Ottawas,  and  Chippaweighs,  and 
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hope  that  your  Army  will  throw  aside  all  Resentment  against 
them,  and  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  shake  hands  as  Brothers. 
—  Again  they  ask  for  Peace  in  the  name  of  their  Wives  & 
Children.  — 

Gave  the  String.  — 

Then  Shamindawa  spoke  —  viz1. 

When  Captain  Morris  arrived  at  the  Miamis,  Pondiack  spoke 
to  him  on  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  Saying,  “he  was  heartily  ashamed 
of  what  had  happened,  and,  that  if  he  could  be  forgiven,  he 
would  be  very  thankful,  and  do  all  the  Service  in  his  power  to 
the  English,  and  that  it  gave  him  a  great  pleasure  to  find  he  was 
going  on  a  business  that  would  give  Peace,  and  Quietness  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Earth.  —  that  he  should  pray  for  his  Success, 
and  remain  quiet  himself,  and  that  when  Cap1.  Morris  returns,  & 
should  he  succeed,  he  would  thank  God  for  it,  and  hopes  to  be 
forgiven.  — 

Colonel  Bradstreet’s  Answer  — 

The  Ingenuous  Confession  of  your  Folly  last  Year  without 
any  Provocation  from  the  English,  affords  me  Pleasure,  as  it 
gives  me  Reason  to  believe  your  Submissions  sincere,  and  that 
your  Request  for  Mercy,  and  Forgiveness  comes  from  your 
hearts,  I  shall  take  Compassion  on  your  Distress,  &  will  grant 
you  Peace  on  the  following  terms,  viz'.1 

COMPLAINT  OF  INDIANS 
Contemporary  Copy2 3 

[Sept.  8 ,  1764) 

Sir  William  Johnson  received  the  following  Complaint  of  the 
Indians  [of]  Aughquisasne,’’  transmitted  to  him  by  Dan1.  Claus 

1  Bradstreets  terms,  and  the  remainder  of  the  document  with  minor 
mutilation,  are  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:528-33. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

3  Indian  name  of  St.  Regis  village. 
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Esqr.  Depy.  Agent  for  Canada,  bearing  date  the  8th.  Septemr. 

1764  — 

That  three  Chiefs  of  Aughquisasne,  or  Sl.  Regis  came  to 
Col.  Claus  on  this  day,  and  complained  that  as  one  of  the  Chiefs 
was  passing  the  Post  at  the  Cedars 1  with  his  family  in  a  Birch 
Canoe,  being  on  his  way  to  Montreal  upon  some  business  with 
Cap*.  Claus,  and  going  at  a  good  rate  before  the  wind,  he  heard 
a  Shot  fired,  and  not  imagining  it  to  be  fired  at  him,  he  proceeded 
on  his  way,  but  immediately  after  another  was  fired  within  a 
few  Paces  of  him,  but  luckily  the  Ball  struck  a  Wave  in  the  Rift, 
which  prevented  its  hitting  the  Canoe,  and  wounding  or  killing 
some  one  in  it;  after  which  he  saw  some  Soldiers  upon  the  Shore 
running  with  their  Arms  after  the  Canoe  aiming  at  it,  when,  with 
difficulty  he  brought  about,  where  the  Water  was  very  rapid,  and 
put  a  Shore;  that  the  Soldiers  then  Cursing,  and  Swearing, 
ordered  him  to  push  with  his  Canoe  to  the  Officer  s  House,  which 
he  did,  —  and  when  brought  Prisoner  to  his  Room  the  Officer 
made  threatning  Signs  at  him,  and,  as  he  apprehended,  abused 
him  with  ill  Language,  and  ordered  him  to  the  Guard  house, 
where  the  Soldiers  immediately  hurried  him.  —  a  little  while 
after,  the  Soldiers  told  him  of  the  Officers  coming,  when  he 
expected  to  be  punished,  —  that,  on  the  Officers  entering  the 
Guard  Room,  he  (the  Chief)  had  asked  him  “how  soon  he 
was  to  be  Released,  —  to  which  the  Officer  answered,  “by  and 
by,  —  that  the  Indian  then  offered  him  one  of  the  Salmons  he 
had  in  the  Canoe,  which  he  refused,  and  said  that  if  he  did  not 
give  him  three,  he  shou’d  stay  nine  hours  (counting  nine  in  the 
Indian  Language). —  (N:B;  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
Indian  understood  French,  and  consequently  the  Conversation 
that  passed  between  the  Officers,  &  Soldiers,  it  being  in  that 
Language) .  That  at  last  the  Indian  consented  to  give  two, 
though  not  of  his  Property,  they  being  a  Present  to  some  Gent", 
in  Montreal,  —  that  he  then  obtained  liberty  to  pass,  the  Officer 


1  Cedars  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
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calling  him  to  his  House,  and  offering  him  a  Dram,  &  some 
Victuals,  which  he  accepted,  and  then  went  off.  — 

That  another  of  these  Chiefs  informed  Cap'.  Claus  that  about 
a  fortnight  agoe,  when  the  commanding  Officer  of  La  Galetle 1 
was  returning  from  the  Cedars,  and  seeing  beyond  S'.  Regis  a 
Canoe  with  Indian  Women  from  thence  in  it,  going  in  search  of 
he  challenged  them,  and  they  being  affraid  of  him, 
and  the  Soldiers  with  him,  made  off  out  of  their  Sight,  —  that 
the  Officer  calling  out  —  “they  are  Western  Indians,”  fired  a 
Shot,  —  and  that  the  Ball  had  struck  the  head  of  the  Canoe.  — 
That  in  short,  he  (the  commanding  officer  at  La  Galette )  had 
treated  the  Indians  like  Slaves.  —  Whereupon  these  Chiefs  ad¬ 
dressed  Cap'.  Claus  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  in  the  following 
manner.  —  viz'. 

Brother.  — 

We  don’t  know  what  to  think  of  such  usage  as  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  and  what  we  daily  receive  from  the  Soldiers.  — We  can¬ 
not  possibly  imagine  that  your  Sentiments  of  Peace  lately  pub¬ 
lished  at  Niagara  to  the  greatest  part  of  the  Indian  Nations 
upon  this  Continent,  are  sincere,  otherwise  you  would  not  act 
the  part  you  have  done  —  and  we  don’t  know  what  may  be  the 
Consequence,  should  it  continue  as  we  have  hitherto  experienced 
it.  —  we  have  submitted  to  You  a  vast  deal  more,  than  ever  we 
did  to  the  French,  who  never  in  Peace,  or  War,  debarred  us 
from  going  (without  their  leave)  to  our  Hunting  Grounds,  — 
as  it  is  the  Case  with  us  now.  —  Although  the  Commander  in 
chief  of  the  Army  at  the  settling  a  Peace  with  us  near  Fort  Wm. 
Augustus3  in  1  760  had  promised,  and  engaged  that  if  the  Country 
remained  in  the  Possession  of  the  English,  we  should  not  only 

1  Fort  La  Galette  was  a  post  on  the  south  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  near  Galette,  later  La  Presentation,  now  the  site  of  Ogdensburg, 

N.  Y. 

2  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

3  On  Isle  Royale,  later  called  Chimney  Island,  near  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y. 
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enjoy  the  same  Priviledges  we  enjoyed  in  the  time  of  the  French, 
but  still  more  and  greater,  —  and  the  usage  better  —  but  to  our 
Sorrow,  we  have  not  seen  the  Proofs  of  it  as  yet.  — 

We  beg  you  will  represent  our  Case  to  Sir  Wm  Johnson,  who 
we  hope  will  endeavor  to  Remedy  our  Grievances.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

N.B.  Otquandageghte  the  Srvegatchy  Chief  was  sent  Prisoner 
to  Montreal  for  having  no  Pass  to  go  by  the  Cedars  with  some 
necessaries  he  purchased  wA  his  Furs  —  and  Governor  Burton1 
wrote  to  the  Officer  that  he  did  his  Duty,  &  approved  of  what 
he  had  done  — 


AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

Johnson  Hall  September  the  10th.  [1764]  — 

On  this  day  eight  Deputies  from  the  Missasageys  arrived  here, 
and  on  entering  the  Council  Room,  Poton  chief  of  Wapaskotiang 
spoke  to  Sir  William  as  follows  — 

Father.  — 

We  are  come  a  great  way  to  see  you,  having  heard  that  you 
lately  called  all  the  Nations  to  a  Meeting  at  Niagara,  which 
when  we  found  we  were  too  late  for,  we  determined  to  come  here 
where  you  live.  —  In  the  Spring  when  we  were  on  our  Hunt,  we 
then  first  heard  of  your  Call  to  Niagara,  at  the  same  time  some 
of  our  People  went  to  Montreal  with  a  Message,  three  of  our 
young  men  who  attended  the  Meeting  at  Niagara  returned,  but 
could  not  give  us  a  proper  account  of  what  passed  there,  where¬ 
fore  we  resolved  to  come  this  way  to  See  you,  and  hear  what 
passed  at  said  Meeting.  —  Father,  our  Eyes,  and  Ears  have 

1  Major  General  Ralph  Burton  who  succeeded  Gage  as  Governor  of 
Montreal  in  I  763. 

In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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been  Stopped,  but  now  are  Opened,  and  we  hope  we  will  be 
heard. 

A  String  White  Wampum  — 

Father.  — 

We  tell  you  our  Ears,  and  Eyes  are  Opened ;  —  for  we  have 
understood  you  have  settled  Matters,  and  made  Peace  with  all 
the  Nations  who  attended  the  late  Meeting,  on  hearing  of  which 
we  immediately  resolved  to  come  to  you,  and  declare  our  desire 
of  being  received  into  the  friendship  of  the  English,  which  we 
now  earnestly  desire;  and  as  we  are  come  so  far  with  so  good 
a  Resolution,  we  beg  you  will  listen  to  our  Request,  and  let 
nothing  for  the  future  seperate  us,  or  break  our  friendship,  but  let 
it  remain  as  bright,  and  clear  as  the  Sun;  and  this  is  the  earnest 
Request  of  our  whole  Nation,  who  sent  us  here  to  make  known 
their  Intentions  of  abiding  forever  by  what  they  now  promise. 
With  this  Belt  we  now  take  Hold  of  you  by  the  hand  so  fast  that 
nothing  can  loosen  it. 

A  black  Belt.  — 

Father.  — 

As  all  the  Nations  are  now  well  disposed  to  keep  the  Peace 
with  their  Breth".  the  English,  we  hope  Trade  will  be  allowed 
us  as  usual  at  Oswego,  and  elsewhere,  and  that  Care  be  taken 
that  we  are  not  imposed  upon  in  our  Dealings.  —  here  finished. 

On  his  being  asked  by  Sir  Wm.  what  Nation  had  taken  the 
four  Prisoners  from  La  Callete 1  last  Autumn,  he  answered,  that 
they  were  from  Pemitasquick,  and  that  said  Indians  had  brought 
back  said  Prisoners,  two  by  the  way  of  Kadaraghqui,  &  two  by 
the  Ottowa  River  — 

1  An  Indian  settlement  on  the  north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  a 
little  below  the  modern  town  of  Prescott.  It  was  founded  by  the  French 
for  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  whom  they  persuaded  to  move  to 
Canada  under  their  protection.  La  Galette  is  distinct  from  Fort  La  Galette, 
later  called  Fort  La  Presentation,  now  the  site  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y., 
which  is  on  the  south  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
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Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  wou’d  answer  them  as  soon  as  con¬ 
venient  —  Ordered  them  Provisions  &c  —  and  Parted.  — 

RECEIPT  OF  JOHN  MARTON  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

A.  D.  S. 

[Fort  Pitt  September  12 ,  1764 ] 

[  ]  tt  Sepr.  12th.  1  764  Received  of  Mr.  Alexander  McKee] 

Twelve  Pounds  for  a  Bay  Mare  [ 

Jn°.  [Marton] 

AN  INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Sept.  16,  1764 ] 

Taiawarunte  Speaker  of  Onondaga  with  three  others  of  his 
Nation  arrived,  and  addressed  Sir  William  as  follows.  — 

Brother.  — 

Our  chief,  the  Bunt,  was  as  far  as  the  Oneida  Lake  on  his 
way  to  you,  but  his  Wife  being  taken  ill,  he  was  obliged  to 
return  to  his  Castle,  and  desired  me,  and  these  People  here, 
to  proceed  to  your  House,  and  by  this  Belt  desires  to  know  from 
you  whether  Mr.  Croghan  is  returned  from  England,  and  if  he 
was,  that  you  wou’d  inform  us  of  what  News  there  is  from  the 
Great  King  concerning  us,  and  our  affairs,  which  we  much  long 
to  hear.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

With  these  Strings  we  request  that  you  would  write  to  the 
Officers  commanding  at  the  Posts  along  the  Communication, 
which  are  in  our  Country,  that  they  wou’d  occasionally  allow 
us  Provisions,  at  least  when  going  to,  or  returning  from  you  on 
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business,  and  that  they  would  make  their  People  behave  more 
friendly  to  the  Indians  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  —  otherwise 
what  do  we  get  for  our  Attachment  to  our  Brethren  the  English, 
more  than  those  who  have  acted  against  you.  —  We  also  desire 
you  would  allow  an  Interpreter  to  remain  at  Fort  Brewerton,1 
who  may  interpret  between  us,  and  the  Officer  commanding 
there.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  are  also  in  the  name  of  our  Nations,  to  beg  you  will,  as 
usual,  allow  us  a  good  Black  Smith,  and  Gunsmith  to  repair  our 
Arms,  Utensils  &c  —  without  which,  we  cannot  hunt,  or  plant 
properly,  and  we  hope  you  will  send  them  up  as  soon  as  you  can 
so  as  they  may  burn  Coals  &c  before  the  cold  Weather  sets 
in.  — 

3  Strings.  • — 

To  which  Sir  William  answered.  — 

Breth".  of  Onondaga.  — 

I  am  sorry  your  chief  Man,  the  Bunt  was  prevented  coming 
here,  as  I  shou’d  be  glad  to  see  him;  —  Mr.  Croghan  is  not  yet 
arrived,  but  daily  expected,  as  soon  as  he  comes,  I  shall  let  you 
know  what  news  he  has  brought.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brethren  — 

The  Officers  commanding  the  several  Posts  have  no  Allow¬ 
ance,  nor  Orders  to  give  Provisions  to  Indians,  except  to  those 
going  on  Service;  but  I  believe  they  are  directed  by  the  General 
to  behave  friendly  to  all  good  Indians,  and  as  I  am  sensible  of 
the  necessity  there  is  of  giving  some  Provisions  at  times  to  such 
of  you  as  come  down  on  business,  I  will  write  to  the  General 
about  it,  who  I  doubt  not  will  order  what  is  reasonable  — 

3  Strings.  — 

J  In  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.  at  the  west  end  of  Oneida  Lake,  on 
Oneida  outlet,  opposite  the  present  village  of  Brewerton. 
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Brethren.  — 

As  your  Nation  behaved  well,  and  acted  so  good  a  part  in 
this  War  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  as  soon  as  possible  a  good 
Smith,  who  shall  do  all  your  work,  and  I  must  desire  you  will 
use  him  well,  and  behave  so  as  to  merit  his  continuance,  and 
our  friendship.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Breth".  of  Onondaga.  — 

I  give  you  this  Belt  in  charge,  and  expect  you  will  send  it  to 
the  Chenussios  by  good  Messengers,  who  are  to  tell  them  that 
I  am  greatly  surprized  at  their  breach  of  Promise  made  to  me 
at  Niagara,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  Nations,  then  assembled 
there,  and  which  I  then  acquainted  the  General  of,  who  is  now 
displeas’d  at  such  Trifling,  and  to  let  them  know,  that,  if  they 
are  not  at  Oswego  with  the  Squash  Cutter,  and  Attyatawitseris 
in  twenty  days  from  this  time,  with  all  the  Prisoners  &c,  their 
two  Men  now  at  Oswego,  will  be  sent  down  to  the  General,  and 
we  will  look  upon  the  Delawares  still  as  our  Enemies,  &  use 
them  as  such.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Then  the  Onondaga  Speaker  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  thanks 
for  what  he  had  Said,  and  promised  to  them,  and  then  assured 
him  that  they,  the  Onondagas,  wou’d  go  to  the  Senecas,  and 
deliver  his  Message  to  them  faithfully,  and  let  him  know  their 
Answer.  —  then  gave  them  some  Clothing,  and  sent  a  Present  to 
Sunt  their  Chief.  — 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Sept.  20-22,  1764] 
Johnson  Hall  SeptemL  20th.  — 
of  the  Chiefs,  and  Warriors  of  the  lower  Mohocks,  namely 
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Abraham,  Daniel,  Hendrick,  Aaron,  Isaac,  John  arrived  here, 
and  desired  a  Hearing,  which  being  granted,  Abraham  their 
chief  spoke  to  S'.  Wm.  as  follows. 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

We  are  come  here  at  the  desire  of  our  Castle  to  speak  to 
you.  —  before  we  wou’d  enter  on  the  Subject  of  our  Complaint, 
we  wou’d  desire  to  remind  you  of  the  first  agreement,  and 
friendship  settled  between  your  Ancestors,  and  ours,  which  we 
have  ever  since  closely  followed,  and  flatter  ourselves  you  can 
vouch  for  us  since  your  coming  to  the  Country,  and  particularly 
for  our  Conduct  in  the  old  French  War,  wherein  we  exerted 
ourselves,  and  brought  in  many  Scalps,  and  Prisoners  to  you.  — 
On  the  breaking  out  of  this  last  War,  we  were  again  applied  to 
for  our  Assistance,  and  told  that  it  was  for  our  Country,  which 
the  French  wanted,  which  the  French  wanted  to  creep  into  by 
different  ways,  that  the  War  was  Commenced,  and  that  shou’d 
You,  and  vOe  be  favored  so  much  by  the  Almighty,  as  to  lay 
the  French  under,  we  should  then  be  a  happy  People,  and  enjoy 
our  Lands  in  Peace.  —  We  were  in  hopes,  after  the  Reduction 
of  Canada,  of  seeing  that  happy  time;  but  to  our  great  Concern, 
the  Western,  and  other  foolish  Nations,  soon  removed  that  wished 
for  Prospect  by  falling  upon  our  Brethren,  their  Forts,  and 
Settlements,  on  wcL  we  were  again  applied  to  by  you,  to  rise, 
and  assist  in  punishing  these  unthinking  People,  this  appeared  to 
us  so  reasonable  that  we  complied  (Remembering,  as  we  before 
observed  the  engagements  our  Forefathers  had  entered  into) 
and  fell  upon  some  of  them  &  their  Settlements,  last  Winter,  in 
which  we  were  Successful,  and  now  our  People  are  with  the 
Army  to  assist  in  punishing,  or  bringing  to  Reason  these  bad 
People,  thinking  that  after  these  Nations  were  brought  to  their 
Senses,  we,  and  our  Young  Men  should  sit  down,  and  enjoy 
Peace  agreeable  to  what  was  told  us.  —  but,  Brother,  to  our 
very  great  Concern,  we  understand  from  many  People  that  in  a 
short  time,  some  of  our  Brethren,  are  determind  to  deprive  us 
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of  the  chief  Tract  of  Hunting  Land  we  have  left,  called 
Kayadarusseras,  with  a  great  quantity  of  Land  about  it,  which 
we  never  could  learn  (from  the  most  strict  enquiry  made  several 
Years  ago)  had  been  sold  by  our  Nation,  Wherefore  we  must 
say,  if  that  is  to  be  the  Case,  we  are  much  deceived  in  the 
Opinion  we  ever  entertained  of  our  Brethren’s  Honesty ;  —  but 
after  our  long,  and  uninterrupted  Regard,  and  Attachment  to 
them,  and  the  many  accounts  we  have  had  from  you,  of  the 
Uprightness  of  the  Great  King,  and  his  determined  Resolution 
to  see  Justice  done  to  all  well  disposed  Indians,  we  can  hardly 
think  of  being  so  treated,  and  wronged.  —  What  we  now  request, 
is,  that  you  will  write  to  the  Governor,  and  let  him,  and  his  great 
People  know  our  earnest  desire,  which  is,  that  he  and  they  will 
not  suffer  any  People  to  deprive  us  unjustly  of  our  Lands,  but  to 
stop  any  Proceedings  now  intended  with  regard  to  Kayadarus¬ 
seras,  until  the  Great  King’s  pleasure  is  known,  who,  we  are 
sure,  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  so  greatly  wronged,  as  it  must 
alarm  all  the  Nations  of  Indians,  and  shew  them  what  a  bad 
Return  we  have  for  our  Services  to  the  English.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  now  acquaint  you  that  as  some  of  our  People  were  lately 
on  their  Hunt  about  Kayadarusseras  Creek,  and  the  Lakes  in  that 
Quarter,  they,  to  their  Surprize  discovered  several  Settlements 
of  English  there;  they  would  not  go  near  them,  until  they  had 
acquainted  us  of  it.  We  now  tell  you.  Brother,  that  we  intend  to 
send  some  of  our  soberest,  &  most  sensible  People  to  drive  those 
People  off  of  our  Lands,  which  I  hope  they  will,  without  further 
trouble,  as  they  have  no  Right  to  them.  — 

Then  they  ended.  — 

Sir  William  in  answer  told  them  that  He  would  send  their 
Request  to  the  Lieu*.  Governor,  who  he  did  not  doubt  wou’d 
do  all  in  his  Power  to  have  Justice  done  to  them,  &  that  so  soon 
as  he  received  his  Answer,  wou’d  acquaint  them  therewith.  — 
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then  desired  that  they  would  by  no  Means  have  any  Dispute  with 
the  People  living  on  their  Lands. 

Septembr.  2 2d.  On  this  day  Aucus  a  Tuscarora  chief  with  six 
Warriors  were  fitted  out  for  War  against  the  Shawanese,  and 
Delawares,  by  Sir  WmM  and  set  off  immediately,  promising  to 
endeavor  to  overtake  the  1  7  Mohawks,  if  possible  whom  he  has 
sent  to  Fort  Pit  to  Join  Col  Bradstreet.1  —  On  same  day 
Aserego  a  Mohiccon  Chief  arrived  here,  and  amongst  other 
things  complained  of  the  Patroon’s  having  defrauded  an  old 
Man  of  their  Tribe  of  a  Tract  of  Land,  on  the  East  side  of 
Hudson’s  River;  —  to  which  Sir  Wm.  answered  that  nothing 
cou’d  be  done  in  the  matter  untill  the  arrival  of  Col.  Croghan 
from  England,  by  whom  he  expected  to  know  how  the  great 
People  there  are  disposed  to  rectify  the  Indians  Complaints,  he 
having  given  it  in  charge  to  him  to  enquire  from  those  in  power 
there  what  Steps  he  was  [to]  take  in  such  Cases.  — 

22d.  —  Several  Onondagas  with  Kanagiagaia  arrived  here,  & 
with  a  Belt  of  white  Wampum  spoke  a  great  deal  to  Sir  Wm., 
on  the  Integrity  of  their  nation,  and  their  Poverty  owing  to  all 
their  young  men  being  out  with  the  Army.  they  beg  d  for 
Clothing  &  a  little  Ammunition  for  six  of  the  nation  who  were 
with  him.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Next  he  begg’d  for  a  large  Kettle  for  an  old  Woman,  Mother 
to  one  of  the  chief  Warriors  now  on  Service.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Lastly,  for  a  Beaver  Trap,  and  a  little  Money  to  pay  for 
mending  others  &c  he  had  broke  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  that  he  was  sensible  of  their  Attachment 
to  the  English  and  of  their  Young  Mens  good  Behavior;  there- 


1  Colonel  John  Bradstreet  of  the  60th  regiment. 
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fore  wou’d  let  them  have  some  Clothing,  and  other  Articles 
required,  at  the  same  time  recommending  it  to  them  always  to 
behave  so  as  to  merit  the  favor  of  the  English  — 

Parted  — 

FROM  JOHN  ORMSBY 

A.  L.  S.* 1 
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[Philadelphia  Sept.  23,  1764 ] 

] 

2] 


]  taking  the  land  [ 

]  utter  Stranger,  but  [ 

]  I  am  Sir,  one  of  those  [ 

]  suffered  Severely  by  th  [ 
d]  anger,  having  lost  all  that  [ 

]  I  had  at  two  Stores  at  [ 

]  between  the  Ohio  &  ye.  Lake 

]  to  £3300  Curry,  of  Penn  [  ] 

]  Ived  me  with  the  Merchants  [ 

]  £2000,  &  for  which  they  est  [  1 

injterest.  I  have  Still  a  bout  [ 

]  Indian  Goods  at  Fort  Pitt  [ 

]  ’d  in  some  Measure  Stop  [ 

]  merchts.  for  a  while,  and  as  there  [ 

]  for  Such  Goods  this  Fall  on  [ 

]  the  use  of  the  Indians,  shall  [ 

]  particular  favour  if  you  will  [ 

]  ent  Mr.  Alexr.  McKee  to  [ 
prjesent  Price  of  Such  Goods,  there  [ 


1  According  to  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  238,  this  letter  refers  to  Indian 
depredations  and  Ormsby’s  losses,  Johnson’s  family  in  Ireland,  and  efforts 
to  obtain  compensation  in  England  for  losses  of  merchants  through  Crog- 
han  and  Moses  Franks.  See  also  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  313,  May  17, 

1  766,  for  account  of  losses  of  John  Ormsby  in  1  763. 

Lines  burned  off  are  indicated  by  brackets, 
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J  ed  Sir,  for  an  Opertunity  of  [ 

]  but  unhappily  have  not  had  the  op  [ 

]  be  Intimate  with  Several  so  [ 

]  lary  that  glorious  Hero  the  [ 

]  and  your  Sister  Reily  in  [ 

]  —  In  May  ’52  I  took  my  [ 
on]ly  little  daughter  Polly  [ 

]  Reily  was  afflicted  with  [ 

]  afraid  she  is  no  more  [ 

]  I  had  the  pleasure  [ 

]  your  Son  here,  a  [ 

]  being  a  fine  [ 

]  When  [ 

]  Sufferers  by  [ 

]  £200  Ster1.  for  [ 

]  to  employ  Sollicitors  [ 

]  to  the  King  &  Parliament  [ 

]  is  not  known  here,  but  [ 

]  of  geting  lands  some  where  [ 

I  have  heard  at  this  [ 

]  that  there  is  a  Scheme  on  [ 

]  the  Indian  Trade  on  this  [ 

]  carried  on  by  Agents  for  [ 

] elusion  of  all  others;  this  [ 

]  Merchts  here  prodigiously  as  [ 

]  will  be  all  Sent  from  England  [ 

]  furs  Ship’d  off  in  return  [ 

]  at  York  or  Philad3.  —  how  [ 

]  ooting  it  will,  I  must  humble  [ 

]  take  poor  Ormsby  under  your  [ 

]  not  Stay  an  hour  in  this  [ 

]  extricate  myself  from  the  difficulties 
I  have  opened  a  little  Store  [ 
order  to  be  near  F.  Pitt  [ 
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here,  and  if  you  will  be  kind  [ 
one  of  your  Clerkes  to  write  [ 
the  care  of  Mr.  Francis  Campble  [ 

Pennsylvania,  I  shall  esteem  it  [ 

[fa]vour,  and  if  you  desire  [ 

[to]  acquaint  you  frequently  [ 

[  ]  ay  Occur  towards  [ 

[  ]  Shippenstown  [ 

[  ]  Philada.  towards  [  ] 

[  ] 

[  ]  dom  I  [ 

[  ]  most  profound  Respect 

Most  Obed1. 

And  most  humble  Serv*. 

John  Ormsby 

ADDRESSED : 

The  Right  Honble  Sir 
William  Johnson  Barronkn1. 
at  his  House,  or  Johnson  Hall 

in 

North  America 
TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S.1 

Johnson  Hall  7br.  30th.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  23th.  Ins1.2  together  with 
the  Warrant,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  You  at  your 
leisure  concerning  the  Order  left  with  You  relative  to  my 
Acc,ts.  agreable  to  yr.  kind  promise.  — 

Before  this  comes  to  hand  You  will  have  seen  Major  Gladwin 
who  can  give  you  the  freshest  news  from  Detroit  &ca.  —  I  under¬ 
stand  that  on  Co".  Bradstreets  return  from  thence,  he  was  to  call 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:545-46. 
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at  Sandusky  in  order  to  Settle  with  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares, 
should  they  come  prepared  to  comply  with  the  Terms,  it  is  a 
Quere  how  he  will  act,  as  he  must  before  this  time  have  receivd 
Your  Orders  to  attack  them,  but  I  apprehend  they  will  not  be 
verry  ready  in  comeing  in,  and  that  they  will  be  employed  in 
Watching  Co11.  Bouquets  motions,  who  must  ere  now  have  left 
Fort  Pitt,  if  the  Indians  intend  to  break  their  promise  with  Co11. 
Bradstreet,  &  that  he  has  detained  none  of  them  as  Hostages, 
they  will  assuredly  detain  his  party.  — 

*(I  have  received  Acctts.  from  all  Quarters  of  the  Steps  taking 
by  the  French  to  secure  ye.  Affections  of  the  Indians  by  makeing 
them  presents,  &  sending  large  quantitys  of  Goods  up  the  Missis- 
sipi,  where  they  are  makeing  Several  Settlements,  that  the  King 
Sends  out  Goods  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  &  many  Inds. 
are  gone  that  way  to  trade,  on  the  reports  made  by  the  rest,  the 
French  are  known  to  be  of  too  restless  a  disposition,  for  this 
peice  of  Intelligence  to  become  doubtfull  and  this  conduct  of 
theirs  must  greatly  promote  their  Interest,  whilst  it  lessens  that 
of  the  English.  — )* 

The  Senecas  as  I  have  formerly  observed  are  a  people  of  great 
power  &  Influence,  &  the  contenting  them  will  prove  in  a  good 
measure  the  means  of  Secureing  the  rest,  the  indulgeing  them 
with  the  carrying  of  Goods  over  Niagra  Carrying  place,  would 
certainly  be  verry  agreable  to  them,  neither  can  I  see  that  ye. 
Traders  would  be  any  loosers  by  it.  nay,  they  realy  pay  much 
dearer  now  to  our  People,  than  the  Indians  ever  demanded.  — 
but  what  I  know  must  be  the  surest  means  of  keeping  them 
perfectly  easy,  is  the  calling  them  frequently  to  conferrences, 
repeating  mutual  engagements,  &  giveing  them  some  Presents  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  add  to  this  a  freindly  treatment  as  they 
come  to,  or  pass  the  Posts,  the  Contrary  to  which,  is  more  dis- 
agreable  &  Alarming  to  them  than  anything  else,  I  am  Sensible 
how  disagreable  it  is  to  English  Officers  in  General  to  admit 
them  into  their  Rooms,  &  hear  what  they  have  to  say,  as  well 
as  to  give  them  trifles  now  &  then,  wh.  cannot  be  expected  without 
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an  Allowance,  but  the  necessity  for  so  doing  is  so  Evident  to 
me  that  I  cannot  help  wishing  it  was  recommended  at  home,  so 
that  some  Steps  may  be  taken  about  it,  for  without  this,  we  shall 
only  do  business  by  halves,  for  the  Indians  being  used  to  much 
freedom  with  the  French  Generals  &  Officers,  who  treated  them 
kindly  thro  policy  &  Interest,  will  ever  doubt  our  Sincerity  till 
they  receive  the  same  Usage,  besides  that,  the  Inds.  cannot  but 
doubt  my  repeated  Assurances  of  the  freindship  &  Esteem  of 
the  English,  for  those  with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  when  they 
hear  the  Soldiery  bestowing  Curses  &ca.  verry  liberally  upon 
them  at  the  Posts,  &  often  giveing  them  much  worse  treatment, 
of  which,  Numbers  are  Witnesses,  but  as  this  proceeds  from 
Strong  prejudice,  I  must  own  it  verry  difficult  to  be  removed, 
altho  it  is  absurd  to  insult  those  with  whom  we  are  at  Peace, 
however  highly  they  might  have  deserved  it.  — 

I  know  You  will  readily  beleive  me  that  I  have  nothing  but 
the  Public  Good  at  heart  in  these  remarks,  added  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  wC  I  most  ardently  wish  may  attend  all  your  Measures 
for  secureing  Peace  in  America,  and  you  may  be  assured  that 
the  cordial  reception  You  have  afforded  my  Sentiments  from  time 
to  time  will  always  induce  me  to  offer  them  with  a  becomeing 
Candour  &  freedom. 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  request  ye.  favour  of  Yr.  Advice  & 
Sentiments  concerning  Lieu*.  Johnson’s1  Half  pay,  whether  he 
can  draw  it  or  not,  many  say  he  can  as  he  has  not  a  Commission 
from  Home,  if  so,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  manner  of 
doing  it,  if  not,  whether  he  cannot  reassume  his  half  pay,  in  case 
it  should  happen  that  the  present  employment  is  only  Temporary. 
- —  excuse  my  troubleing  You,  &  believe  me  to  be 

with  the  highest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

GENERAL  Gage  —  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


1  Guy  Johnson. 
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INDORSED : 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

Sep*.  30*.  I  764 

received  Octr.  1 2*.  — 
answered  — 

^Extract  of  this  letter  as 
betwixt  (  )  sent  to  the 

Right  Honble.  the  Earl  of 
Halifax,  in  a  letter  bearing 

date,  October  13th.  1764  —  1 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy'2 

Fort  George  New  York  Ocf  1,  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  that  I  can  give  you  an  agreeable  Answer 
to  your  favour  of  the  21st  of  last  Month,3  inclosing  the  Indian 

Speech. 

By  directions  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations,  I  am  now 
preparing  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  to  vacate  the  Pattent  of 
Kayaderosseres,  with  which  I  shall  send  a  Copy  of  the  Speech 
of  the  Indians  to  you  of  the  20th  of  last  Month. 

In  case  the  Assembly  should  not  do  them  Justice  I  can  on 
good  authority  assure  them  that  Justice  will  be  done  them  in 
some  other  method. 

I  have  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  a  Copy  of  heads  of  a  Plan 
they  have  form’d  for  regulating  the  Trade  with  the  Indians,  & 

1  This  second  indorsement,  in  a  different  hand,  indicates  that  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  letter  was  copied  to  be  sent  to  George  Montagu  Dunk. 

Earl  of  Halifax,  Secretary  of  State. 

2  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1 876,  pp.  369- 

370. 

3  Johnson  Papers,  4:54 1 -43. 
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they  desire  me  to  make  such  remarks  on  it  as  occur  to  me.  No 
doubt  you  have  a  like  Copy. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  it  agrees  with  those  Senti¬ 
ments  which  we  agree  in,  &  have  communicated  to  each  other  & 
it  will  add  much  to  that  pleasure  if  we  agree  in  every  other  point. 
The  greatest  difficulty  with  me  is  how  to  regulate  the  Trade 
with  the  Mohawks  who  live  intermixed  with  the  Christians,  and 
other  Indians  living  near  our  Frontiers  who  resort  daily  to  the 
Christian  Houses,  how  to  do  them  Summary  Justice,  &  how  that 
Trade  may  contribute  to  the  public  Expence. 

Another  difficulty  is  in  the  entire  prohibition  of  Rum  or  other 
spirituous  Liquors,  &  if  this  should  be  thought  proper  how  it 
can  be  prevented  in  the  law  when  the  Indians  resort  Daily  to 
the  Christian  Houses,  in  which  case  the  bad  effects  of  it  are 
chiefly  to  be  guarded  against. 

I  am  very  desirous  of  having  your  opinion  on  these  points 
or  any  other  you  shall  think  proper  to  communicate  to  me  without 
delay,  because  I  am  directed  to  communicate  my  Sentiments  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  doubt  much  of  the  success  with  the  Council  of  your  Petition 
for  the  Lands,  you  formerly  proposed  &  for  that  reason  I  think 
it  better  to  apply  immediately  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Trade  &  Plantations  as  I  proposed.  By  their  recommendation 
I  have  received  orders  to  grant  large  tracts  of  Land  to  several 
persons,  who  can  have  no  such  pretentions  to  favours  as  you 
have.  Never  in  my  Life  had  I  so  much  business  on  my  hands 
as  at  this  time.  The  Assembly  &  Letters  both  from  the  Sec^.  of 
State  &  Lords  of  Trade  on  variety  of  subjects  to  answer.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  shall  send  you  the  Draft  of  the  Letter  I  propose 
to  write.  If  I  can  take  a  Day  for  that  purpose  before  the  next 
Post  I  shall  do  it.  I  shall  not  in  any  case  delay  it  after  the  Packett 
is  gone.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  Regard 

The  King  has  fixed  Connecticut  River  as  the  Boundary  be¬ 
tween  this  Province  &  New  Hampshire  &  I  expect  the  Kings 
Order  by  next  Packett. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  THOMAS  KING 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Sandusky  October  3,  1764] 

A  Court  of  Enquiry  held  at  the  Carrying  Place  of  Sandusky 
Camp  at  Sandusky  October  the  3d.  1764  —  Upon  an  Examina¬ 
tion  of  Thomas  King  with  regard  to  Captain  Morris  of  the  1  7th. 
&  his  Party’s  Treatment  on  the  River  Miamis  by  the  Indians 
there.  —  Interpreted  by  Messrs.  Bleiker,2  Montour,3  Johnson4 
and  Des  Grois5  Indian  Officers,  and  Interpreters.  —  viz*. 

After  Rowing  up  the  River  Miamis  eighteen  Miles,  they 
Disembarked,  and  marched  by  land  to  an  Indian  Castle,  and 
were  met  with  by  about  200  Warriors  of  different  Nations  who 
attempted  to  Seperate  him  (Cap*.  Morris)  from  his  oy^n  Indians; 
however  the  whole  arrived  at  three  Castles,  and  begged  of  the 
Indians,  that  they  would  permit  them  to  bring  up  their  Amuni- 
tion  Provisions  &c.  which  they  chose  to  undertake  themselves, 
and  Plundered  the  Party  of  the  whole;  upon  which  Thomas 
King  proposed  to  Captain  Morris  to  return,  which  he  declined.  — 
Pondiack  seemed  to  be  very  glad  to  see  the  Chiefs  from  the  Six 
Nations,  as  he  understood  that  they  were  the  Occasion  of  the 
War,  having  received  Belts  from  the  Senecas  for  Carrying  on  the 
War,  during  the  Congress  held  at  Niagara,  &  said  the  reason  he 
had  Struck  was  owing  to  his  having  thought  the  Six  Nations 
had  continued  in  Carrying  on  the  War,  from  the  Belts  he  had 
Received  from  Chenussio  sent  him  by  the  Senecas,  and  that  he 
should  take  care  for  the  future  how  he  should  be  deceived.  — 
that  he  should  set  off  to  the  next  Castle  about  8  miles  off,  were 
he  should  settle  every  thing  against  their  Arrival,  from  thence 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  printed  in  mutilated 
form  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:552-55. 

2  John  J.  Bleecker  (Bliker). 

3  Henry  Montour. 

1  John  Johnston,  captain  of  Indians  and  interpreter. 

5  Stephen  De  Grois. 
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he  sent  a  very  large  Belt  to  2  10  Castles  to  make  the  Road  clear, 
that  nothing  should  molest  them,  and  gave  it  to  S'.  Vincent  a 
French  Trader  to  deliver  it,  —  that  Pondiack  had  Received  a 
letter  from  the  King  of  France  with  an  account  that  he  had 
been  dead,  and  risen  again,  and  that  he  should  send  directly  60 
Sail  of  Vessels  up  the  River  Mississipi  with  every  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  War.  —  That  in  five  days  the  whole  arrived  at  the 
Miamis  Fort  where  they  were  met  by  a  number  of  Indians  with 
Spears  &c  Equiped  in  a  warlike  manner,  who  received  them  with 
Whoops,  and  Hollows,  and  by  the  behavior  of  the  Indians  sus¬ 
pected  they  had  some  bad  Intentions,  more  particularly  as  they 
had  forceably  taken  Cap1.  Morris  from  them,  and  that  Thomas 
King  presently  after  heard  that  he  (Capt.  Morris)  was  naked, 
and  bound,  and  an  Indian  prepared  with  his  T omahawk  ready 
to  dispatch  him,  when  Pondiack’s  Nephew  ran  to  his  Relief, 
cutting  him  loose,  Saying  “will  this  one  Englishman  attone  for 
all  my  Brethren  now  exposed  at  Detroit?  —  About  Sunset  Pon¬ 
diack’s  nephew  told  Thomas  King  that  he  had  Saved  his  Chief, 
that  the  T  wightwees,  (what  we  call  Miamis)  were  a  bad  Tribe, 
—  that  he  was  Surprized  at  their  Assurance  during  the  time 
Pondiack  was  making  Peace.  —  S'.  Vincent  came  into  the  Room 
where  Captain  Morris  was  Releasing,  and  told  them  he  was 
astonished  at  their  behavior  whilst  Pondiack  was  making  Peace. 
The  Indians  made  this  Answer,  “had  you  delivered  us  this  Belt 
before  their  Arrival,  this  would  never  have  happened.”  —  A 
Meeting  of  the  Twightwees  was  held  this  Evening,  welcoming 
the  Six  Nations,  the  Cognawageys,  Saying  that  “whatever  they 
had  to  say,  they  might  deliver  it  the  next  day.” — Accordingly 
Thomas  King  spoke,  giving  them  a  Belt,  saying  “that  he  was 
sent  by  Col.  Bradstreet  and  the  chiefs  of  the  six  nations  in  order 
to  make  Peace  with  them,  if  they  were  Inclinable  to  it.  —  that 
if  they  had  anything  to  say,  the  Road  should  be  Open  from  the 
Illenois  to  Onondaga.  — 

The  Twightwees  produced  15  Belts,  and  5  Strings  of  Wam¬ 
pum,  and  spoke  as  follows, 
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These  1 3  Belts,  and  5  Strings  arrived  three  days  ago 
from  the  Senecas  in  the  name  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  exhort 
us  by  the  first  Belt  to  give  Attention  to  what  concerns  our  mutual 
Interest,  and  to  be  united  to  them  in  friendship,  and  upon  no 
Account  to  Suffer  that  friendship  to  be  dissolved.  — 

The  second  Belt  has  on  it  six  human  Figures  five  of  which  are 
Represented  with  two  Hearts,  the  sixth  with  one.  by  this  Belt 
the  Senecas  represent  the  other  five  [ Indian ]  Nations  as  false, 
and  deceitful,  and  they  themselves  alone  to  have  Integrity  of 
Heart.  —  that  the  English  were  leading  the  other  Five  Nations 
blindfold.  —  “We  now  tell  you  that  by,  and  by,  the  English  will 
cut  this  Road  along  with  the  Five  Nations,  and  we  desire  that 
you  will  stop  them,  and  not  suffer  them  to  pass.  —  T wightiVees 
chief  then  Observed  that  “he  was  Convinced  of  the  Honesty,  and 
Sincerity  of  the  Senecas,  as  the  Arrival  of  the  Five  nations  Chiefs 
together  with  the  English  was  a  Confirmation  of  the  truth  of  what 
they  had  said.  “We  now  see  plainly  that  the  Five  nations,  Cogh- 
nawageys  and  Canada  Indians  are  Brothers  to  the  English.  — 
“Had  we  put  the  English  to  Death,  who  are  now  here,  we  should 
not  be  to  blame,  for  it  was  the  Request  of  you,  the  Six  Nations 
yourselves.  —  It  is  our  Inclination  that  you  return  back,  for  if 
you  proceed  You  must  expect  to  die  for  persisting  in  it,  doing 
what  you  yourselves  the  Six  Nations  have  by  your  Belts  pro¬ 
hibited.  —  the  Senecas  further  declare  that  a  Door  is  Opened 
between  their  Country,  and  that  of  the  Twightwees,  through 
which  they  might  certainly  see  whatever  Schemes  the  English 
were  contriving  against  them,  —  at  least  if  they  did  not,  it 
should  not  be  the  fault  of  the  Senecas.  —  When  the  Senecas  had 
finished  they  told  us,  “we  are  now  Returning  home,  and  in  a 
Months  time,  we  will  return  with  a  large  Ax,  which  will  be 
carried  by  two  Senecas,  two  Shawanese,  and  two  Delawares  — 
that  the  Senecas  said  it;  —  giving  the  Ax  to  the  Miamis,  — 
that  they  must  kill  the  English  on  their  Arrival,  and  they  them¬ 
selves  would  bar  the  Road,  ’till  such  time  as  they  could  put  a 
better  Instrument  into  their  hands.  —  The  Twightwees  told 
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Thomas  King,  from  the  Senecas,  that  it  was  their  own  faults, 
having  agreed  never  to  make  Peace  with  the  English.  — 

Fourth,  and  Fifth  Belt  to  the  same  purpose  as  before  men¬ 
tioned.  — 

Sixth  Belt.  —  “You  see  the  English  are  the  Authors  of  this 
Disturbance  wanting  to  encroach  on  our  Lands,  and  that  we 
ought  to  be  strong,  and  support  one  another.  —  These  six  Belts 
I  have  explained  to  you:  as  to  the  rest  you  are  privy  to  them, 
eight  Belts  I  shall  send  forward  to  the  Illenois.  — 

The  Speaker  gave  Thomas  King  four  Strings  of  Wampum, 
saying,  “he  was  very  glad  to  see  the  Coghnawageys,  with  the 
Five  Nations,  and  that  he  would  keep  nothing  concealed  in  his 
heart  from  them  as  you  are  unexpected  here,  and  being  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  English. 

Brothers.  — 

I  would  not  deceive  you  —  You  must  not  proceed  any  further, 
for  you  will  be  killed,  you  having  killed  some  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Nations  through  which  your  Path  lies — at  Niagara; — so  you 
must  Return  back.  —  I  suppose  you  expected  if  you  were  to 
succeed,  that  you  should  live  deliciously  at  the  Illenois,  and  get 
fine  Presents  by  Order  of  the  General  that  sent  you.  —  We  find, 
you  are  not  your  own  Masters.  —  Brother,  what  can  your  Er¬ 
rand  be  to  go  so  far  as  the  Illenois,  leaving  your  Wives,  and 
Children  at  home  behind,  who  may  be  killed  by  the  English? 
Have  you  the  Vanity  to  think  that  the  English  are  your  Brothers, 
when  at  the  same  time,  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  as 
what  they  deliver  to  you,  comes  not  from  their  hearts?  — 
Thomas  King  answered,  —  According  to  your  desire,  I  shall 
return.  — 

(Signed)  — 

Peter  Daly  —  Major 
Jn°.  MoNTRESOR —  Engeneer 
Rich0.  Montgomery1  Cap'. 


1  Richard  Montgomery,  who  fell  at  Quebec  on  December  31,  1775, 
was  commissioned  a  captain  in  the  1  7th  British  regiment  on  May  4,  1  762. 
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INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy1 

[Sanduskey  Lake,  Oct.  5,  1764 ] 

Copy  of  the  Proceedings  at  a  Meeting  with  the  Five  Nations 
at  the  Camp  near  the  Carrying  Place  —  Sanduskey  Lake  Octo¬ 
ber  the  5th.  1764  — 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations  who  Joined,  and  accompanied 
the  Troops  commanded  by  Col.  John  Bradstreet  met  at  his  Tent 
at  half  past  two  o’  the  Clock  this  afternoon  to  accquaint  him  in 
answer  to  the  War  Belt  he  had  given  them  to  attack  the  Shaw- 
anese,  and  Delawares  immediately  agreeable  to  the  Orders  he 
had  lately  received  from  General  Gage.  —  - — 

Thomas  King  Chief  of  the  Oneidas  spoke  as  follows  —  viz'. 

We  have  Considered  of  the  Message  you  sent  unto  us.  We 
have  had  Meetings  on  that  Subject.  We  are  again  Assembled 
before  you.  You  desired  our  Intentions  might  not  be  made  pub- 
lick.  We  will  tell  them  to  no  one.  You  have  sent  People  of 
these  Nations  to  strike  against  the  Shawanese  who  are  part  of 
the  Onondaga  Nation.  — 

Colonel  Bradstreet  answered,  “the  Parties  who  are  gone  out, 
are  against  the  Delawares.  — 

Thomas  King  then  spoke.  — 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure.  —  You  remember  Yesterday  we 
told  you  that  the  whole  of  the  five  Nations  had  taken  the  Reso¬ 
lution  of  going  home.  On  your  speaking  to  us  we  changed  our 
mind,  and  determine  to  stay.  When  we  left  Niagara,  it  was  with 
an  Intention  of  giving  Peace  to  all  Nations  of  Indians  who  should 
ask  it.  We  are  glad  to  see  you  have  had  such  Success  and  hope 
that  those  Nations  who  have  made  Peace,  do  not  speak  from 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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their  Lips  only,  and  with  an  Intention  to  deceive  you.  We  are 
very  glad  there  is  a  P arty  gone  out  to  Strike  against  the  Enemy. 
It  will  give  Proofs  they  are  sincere  in  the  Peace  they  have  con¬ 
cluded.  We  think  it  proper  the  whole  of  the  Five  Nations  remain 
quiet  to  see  the  Event  of  this  Affair,  if  they  bring  in  either  Pris¬ 
oners,  or  Scalps,  it  will  be  a  Medicine  to  us,  we  will  receive  it, 
and  follow  their  Example.  —  Making  War,  to  us  is  a  serious 
Affair,  when  we  once  begin,  it  is  not  easily  put  an  end  to,  and 
perhaps  you  will  not  always  be  with  us  to  direct,  and  assist  us. 
When  I  left  the  Miamis,  I  receive  a  String  of  Wampum,  —  I 
was  directed  to  return  to  Onondaga,  where  the  great  Fire  burned, 
and  endeavor  to  regulate  matters  for  the  time  to  come.  You  have 
desired  us  to  Stay  with  you.  We  are  determined  to  do  it,  &  are 
ready  to  do  whatever  you  ask  of  us.  — 

Col.  Bradstreet’s  Answer.  — 

I  am  much  Surprized  you  will  not  strike  against  the  Shaw- 
anese.  at  Niagara  you  took  up  the  Hatchet  against  those,  as  well 
as  any  other  Nation  who  wou’d  not  behave  properly.  I  have 
three  times  told  you  of  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares  having 
murdered  our  People,  and  Carried  off  Prisoners,  since  their 
Asking  Peace  of  me  at  L'Ance  Feuilles,  and  of  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  North  America  ordering  me  to  carry  on  the 
War  against  them  for  so  doing,  if  you  will  not  act  against  the 
Shawanese,  why  will  you  not  Act  against  the  Delawares?  — 
to  this,  they  gave  no  Answer,  but  desired  to  see  the  Event  of 
the  Parties  gone  out,  and  requested  leave  to  send  some  of  their 
People  to  meet  the  Ten  Men  they  expected  from  the  Shaw¬ 
anese,  and  Delawares  to  be  delivered  up,  as  also  the  Chiefs  who 
are  to  go  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  sue  for  Peace.  — 


Pres'. 


Etienne  deGrois 
Anthony  Bleiker 


Interprs 


John  Bradstreet  Col.  — 

\  Rich0  .MoNTGOMERYCap1 1 7  R'. 
')  T  HOMAS  Mant  Aid  de  Camp  — 
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FROM  JOHN  LUKE 
Copy 1 

Fort  Stanwix  Octr.  10th.  1764 
Sir 

I  have  been  favour’d  with  both  your  Letters  of  the  8th.  Inst.; 
am  much  obliged  to  You  for  sending  up  the  Serjeant  and  Ten 
Men,  it  is  a  strong  reinforcement  to  my  garrison.  Mr.  Fry 
arrived  here  with  two  Battoes,  whom  I  have  given  Liberty  to  pass 
by  your  desire ;  he  is  here  at  present  waiting  for  the  Oneida  s 
to  come  in  to  trade  with  him. 

Col.  Vaughan  pass’d  this  a  few  days  since  he  seems  to  be 
surprised  at  the  badness  of  the  Road  &  the  method  of  Travelling, 
indeed  I  have  begun  now  to  mend  it  &  hope  to  make  it  passable 
soon.  —  I  hear  no  news  from  above  farther  than  it  wS’s  expected 
by  the  best  Accounts  that  Col.  Bradstreet  was  to  leave  Detroit  the 
14th.  Septbr.  The  Papers  mention  two  men  going  Express  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Detroit  were  taken  and  one  of  them  found  dead 
on  the  Road,  it  does  not  seem  as  if  those  Indians  wou’d  be  at 
peace  with  us  without  punishment.  I  am  &c  &c 

Sir  W-.  Johnson  John  Luke 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S2 3 

NevO  York  October  I4lh.  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  30th.  of  Septr.:i  and  here¬ 
with  transmit  you  the  Memorandum  mentioned  before,  concern¬ 
ing  your  Warrant;  which  upon  a  nicer  Inspection  I  find,  that 

1  In  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Original  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

3  Ante  pp.  364-67. 
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I  had  entirely  Mistaken.  The  vouchers  to  be  lodged  in  the 
Secretary’s  Office  here,  are  for  the  Southern  Department  only, 
and  do  not  concern  you.  I  therefore  return  you  the  only  voucher 
you  Sent  Me  so  that  all  is  right  again. 

It  is  not  easy  to  Judge  what  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares  will 
do,  or  what  Colonel  Bradstreet  will  do,  if  He  is  fed  up  with 
Hopes,  and  his  People  not  come  in.  I  was  from  the  Beginning 
of  opinion  that  the  Indians  would  keep  them,  looking  with  some 
Reason  upon  their  Negotiations  only  as  a  Deceit.  The  Philadel¬ 
phia  Paper  which  arrived  yesterday  still  mentions  their  infesting 
the  Frontier  of  Virginia. 

I  have  just  got  Letters  from  Col0.  Bradstreet  of  the  1 2th.  of 
Septr.  from  Detroit.  Since  Major  Gladwin’s  Departure  the 
Ottawas  Chippewas  &ca.  had  made  their  P eace.  I  transmit  you 
a  Copy  of  their  Treaty.  Pondiac  was  at  the  Miamie  with  all 
the  Twigtwees  and  Indians  of  the  Ouabache  which  could  be  col¬ 
lected.  Captain  Morris1  of  the  1  7th.  saw  them  all  in  his  Way  to 
the  Ilinois.  Pondiac  still  despotick,  but  was  become  tractable, 
and  was  to  meet  Col°.  Bradstreet  at  Sandusky,  to  treat,  I  under 
stand,  for  Himself.  The  Army  was  to  Set  off  for  Sandusky  about 
the  14th.  of  Septr. 

Colonel  Bouquet  was  at  F:  Pitt  on  the  26th.  Ulmo.  and 
passed  the  Ohio  a  few  Days  afterwards.  He  had  had  an 
Accidental  Interview  with  some  Delawar  Indians,  whom  he  re¬ 
proached  for  their  traiterous  Infraction  of  their  late  Negotiations, 
which  He  gave  for  Reason  of  his  Marching  on;  and  sent  some 
of  them  to  inform  their  Nations  of  it,  and  to  Send  their  Chiefs 
to  him,  to  give  Satisfaction  for  their  Murders.  He  proposed  to 
send  others  with  some  of  his  own  People,  with  Letters  to  Colonel 
Bradstreet,  and  to  detain  a  number  of  the  Indians  as  Hostages  for 
their  Safety.  The  Mohawks  and  other  Indians  you  sent  to 
Him,  had  not  then  joined  Him. 

The  French  seem  resolved  to  give  us  all  the  Trouble  they 


1  Captain  Thomas  Morris  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 
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can,  I  was  in  Hopes  they  were  moved  away  by  this  Time,  and 
had  given  up  New  Orleans  to  Spain.  I  have  had  no  news  from 
the  Southward  this  long  Time. 

What  you  observe  about  calling  the  Indians  to  frequent  Con¬ 
ferences  may  no  Doubt  have  a  very  good  Effect.  The  Neglect  of 
this  was  said  to  be  in  part  the  Reason  of  their  not  being  hearty 
in  our  Cause,  the  Beginning  of  last  War.  This  and  Many  other 
Expedients  may  be  necessary  to  cement  our  union  with  them; 
and  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  our  finishing  our  Matters  with 
the  Shawnese  and  Delawares.  A  Little  Time  will  clear  this  up, 
and  we  shall  then  Judge,  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  upon  the 
whole.  Our  Concerns  with  Indians  are  now  greatly  extended 
by  our  Acquisitions  in  the  late  War  And  we  seem  to  have 
occasion,  for  some  Settled,  uniform.  System  for  the^  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Number  of  your  Deputys,  Inter¬ 
preters  &ca.  should  be  increased,  and  the  Several  Nations  with 
whom  they  are  to  deal,  allotted  to  them.  To  begin  at  Detroit 
and  take  in  the  whole  Country  from  thence  round  by  Missilimak- 
inak  and  by  the  Ilinois  River  to  Fort  Chartres,  and  from  thence 
down  the  Mississipi  and  up  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Pitt,  seems  the 
Tract  of  Country  immediately  under  our  Consideration.  1  he  rest 
is  under  your  own  Eye  or  your  Deputy  in  Canada.  You  will 
be  so  good  as  to  take  this  rough  Sketch  under  your  Considera¬ 
tion,  and  think  of  what  Plan  will  be  the  best  to  pursue,  for  a 
general  System,  additions  or  alterations  may  be  made  afterwards, 
as  Experience  shall  direct.  Conferences  may  possibly  be  so 
managed  in  the  different  Districts  as  to  embrace  the  whole.  The 
Trade  is  another  Consideration,  for  which  I  hear  Commissarys 
will  be  appointed.  The  Treatment  of  the  Indians  at  the  Posts 
is  likewise  Material,  and  that  shall  be  regulated.  You  know  the 
Posts  we  occupy.  The  Quantity  and  Nature  of  the  Presents 
to  be  furnished  the  officers  Commdg.  and  on  what  Accounts  they 
are  chiefly  to  be  given  deserves  also  to  be  mentioned.  I  throw 
out  loose  thoughts  as  they  occurr.  You  will  be  the  best  Judge 
what  is  worth  adopting  and  what  Rules  are  the  most  proper  to 
establish. 
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You  will  probably  soon  have  occasion  of  an  Interview  with 
Some  of  the  Senecas;  and  may  sound  them  concerning  the 
Carrying  Place.  We  may  make  a  Merit  of  every  thing  we  do 
in  their  Favor  as  they  have  by  Treaty  given  up  the  whole.  I  am 
with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1.  Thos.  Gage 

indorsed:1 

New  York  8br.  14th.  1764 
Genr1.  Gages  Letter 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Johnson  Hall ,  Oct.  10-15,  1764 ] 

October  the  1 0fb. 

Serrehoana  chief  of  Chenussio  with  several  others  arrived 
here  when  being  all  met  he  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows.  — 

Brother  Goragh  Warraghijsy. 

Agreeable  to  our  Engagement,  and  Promise  made  to  you 
at  Niagara  in  the  Presence  of  the  several  Nations  last  August,  we 
sent  this  Man  (now  present)  to  desire  the  Squash  Cutter,  or 
Onusaraquedra,  and  Attiatawitseris  two  chiefs  of  the  Delawares 
(which  we  promised  to  deliver  up  to  you)  to  go  and  meet  you 
at  Oswego  —  On  his  Arrival  at  their  Place,  the  former  was 
out  Hunting,  and  did  not  return  for  20  days ;  when  he  returned, 
and  heard  the  Message  we  had  sent  to  him;  he  agreed  therewith, 
and  said  he  wou’d  immediately  fall  about  collecting  all  the 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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Prisoners  &c,  which  when  he  had  done,  and  was  ready  to  set 
off,  one  of  them  a  Young  Woman  was  taken  ill  with  a  bloody 
Flux,  and  died  of  it,  which  together  with  the  want  of  Shoes 
prevented  their  coming  now,  on  which  we  judged  it  proper  to 
come  to  acquaint  you  with  the  Cause  of  their  Delay;  and  as 
soon  as  we  hear  what  you  say  on  the  affair,  we  shall  return  to  our 
Country.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Sir  Wm.  answered  by  telling  them  that  he  was  greatly  sur¬ 
prized  at  the  trifling  Excuse  they  had  made  for  their  Nephews, 
and  wou’d  talk  to  them  further  the  next  morning,  it  being  then 
near  night.  — 

11 A  —  The  Indians  having  again  met,  Sir  Wm.  told  them  that 
he  expected  they  wou’d  fully  comply  with  every  Article  of  the 
Treaty  settled  with  them  at  Niagara  in  the  presence  of  so  many 
Nations,  that  unless  they  did,  he  could  not  look  upon  them  as 
friends,  nor  honest  Men,  neither  could  they  expect  to  see  their 
two  men,  Hostages,  now  at  Oswego,  and  that  as  he  had  lately 
sent  a  Message  to  their  Nation  by  the  Onondaga  Speaker  much 
to  this  Purpose,  he  could  not  say  more  until  he  had  their  answer 
thereto,  which  he  then  daily  expected.  —  then  discharged  them, 
at  the  same  time  earnestly  exhorting  them  to  be  honest,  and  act 
up  to  their  Engagements  lately  entered  into,  else  they  would 
again  forfeit  the  friendship  of  the  English,  and  incurr  their 
displeasure. 

A  large  black  Belt.  — 

Then  Serrehoana,  their  Chief  after  many  Declarations  of  his 
own  good  Intentions  and  Resolutions,  assured  Sir  Wm.  that  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  their  Nation  fullfill  their 
Promises  made  at  Niagara,  and  that  he  was  ashamed  they  had 
not  as  yet  done  it,  —  then  parted.  — 

1 5th  —  On  this  day  Abraham,  and  several  Mohock  Chiefs  came 
here  on  Sir  Wm’s.  Call  two  days  ago.  —  When  met,  Sir  Wm. 
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told  them  the  reason  of  his  Calling  them  together,  was  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  Resolution  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  do  them 
Justice  with  respect  to  the  Patent  of  Kayadarusseras,  for  which 
end,  they  had  directed  the  Govern1 2",  of  New  York  to  endeavor 
the  Vacating  of  said  Patent,  which,  if  not  done,  they  wou’d  then 
try  to  have  it  broke  in  England.  — 

The  Mohocks  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  thanks  for  the  good 
News  he  had  Communicated  to  them,  and  his  trouble  taken  in  the 
affair,  as  they  did  also  to  the  King,  and  his  great  Men  for  his, 
and  their  Care  of  them,  for  which  they  would  ever  be  grateful, 
&  parted 

TO  PETER  SILVESTER 


Df. 

October  /  5th.  /  764 


[  l1 

[  ]  immense  hurry  occasioned  by  A  [ 

Bussiness  this  time  past  can  any  wise  Apologize  [  ] 

my  silence,  &  as  it  is  not  yet  quite  over,  I  only  snatch  [  ]  ents 

time  to  write  you,  having  now  a  large  Packet  [  ]  me  to 

answer  from  Home,  wh.  requires  some  time  and  much  Atten¬ 
tion.  — 

I  herewith  send  you  a  few  Acctts.  long  due,  which  I  would 
have  you  to  recover  by  Sueing  the  Persons  as  noths.  else  will  do. 

I  Should  be  glade  likewise  of  your  Opinion  &  Advice  Con¬ 
cerning  one  Wilhelmus  &  Lieu*,  in  one  of  the 

Militia  Companys,  who  I  had  taken  on  a  Warrant  I  Assued3  by 
me  as  fo11.  thereof  sometime  last  Summer,  for  his  disobedience  of 
my  order  in  not  Marching  with  his  Company  on  an  Alarm, 
that  a  Number  of  the  Enemy  Indians  were  on  their  March 
against  ye.  upper  SettlemC.  of  this  River,  on  pretence  that  he  was 
not  well,  the  Contray.  of  which  can  be  proved  by  several  of  his 


1  Brackets  indicate  lines  burned  off. 

2  Wilhelmus  Dillenback.  Blank  space  in  the  manuscript. 

3  Issued. 
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Neighbours  He  has  I  Understand  (in  my  Absence)  been  at 
Albany,  but  what  was  done  there  in  ye.  Affair  I  Could  never 
hear,  As  he  is  Liable  to  the  fine  of  £300  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
I  am  determined  to  Make  him  to  pay  it,  or  lodge  [ 
in  Goal,  agreable  to  Said  Act,  he  is  fellow  who  Swore 
]  in  Court  last  June  was  a  twelve  month,  &  is  now 
going  [  ]  Country  at  liberty.  —  If  you  look 

at  the  Militia  act,  [  ]  find  it  very  clear  and  Strict 

in  regard  to  his  Crime.  [  ]  the  fine  I  intend  to  buy 

Amunition  &  Arms  for  [  ]  are  poor  &ca. — There 


is  one  Frederick  Bourks 
hundd.  Pounds  in  my  [ 
in  Some  part  of  [ 

[ 

[ 

INDORSED:1 

[ 


[ 


]  mine,  above  a 
]  ago  &  is 
]  desireous  of  having 
]t  the  best  Method. 

]  me-  Way.  — 


] 


Letter  [ 
wlL  Acctts. 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 2 

Fort  George,  N.  Y.  Octr  15,1 764. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Assembly  have  given  such  an  answer  as  I  expected  to 
my  Message  recommending  to  them  to  vacate  Kayaderosseras 
Pattent,  as  both  are  in  Print  I  need  not  send  them.  I  cannot 
however  forbear  a  low  insinuation  in  their  answer  that  Abraham  s 
speech  to  you  is  not  genuine. 

3  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  Printed  in  Nero  Yorl(  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  378- 
79. 


382 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations  in  case  the 
Assembly  refuse  to  vacate  this  Pattent  to  send  them  an  authentic 
Copy  of  it,  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  Parliament 
next  Sessions  I  shall  send  a  Copy  of  the  P attent  and  Indian 
Purchase  by  the  next  Packett  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province 
for  that  purpose. 

It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  send  to  the  Board  of  Trade  & 
Plantations  what  proofs  you  can  procure  of  the  continued  claim 
of  the  Indians  &  that  the  Lands  granted  by  this  Pattent  remain 
unsettled  and  unimproved.  Of  this  last  be  as  particular  as  you 
can,  &  of  every  other  thing  which  may  be  of  use.  These  proofs 
should  go  by  the  next  Packett  at  the  time  I  send  the  Copy  of 
the  Pattent. 

I  had  no  less  than  7  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  States 
office,  on  as  many  different  Subjects  to  Answer  by  the  last 
Packett,  &  four  Letters  from  the  Plantation  Board  which  required 
long  answers.  This  with  the  affairs  of  the  Assembly  have  so 
Entirely  taken  up  my  time,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  form 
the  draft  of  the  Letter  I  promised.  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  it  by 
next  Post.  The  Assembly  still  continues  to  sit,  but  I  hope  they 
will  finish  this  Week.  I  am  with  great  esteem  &  regard  very 
affectionately. 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Octbr.  [17th.  1764] 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  favour  of  you  letter  of  the  1st.  Ins1.2  too  late  to 
be  answered  by  the  last  Post,  it  often  happens  that  I  dont  receive 
the  letters  here  till  Monday,  wh.  is  the  Day  the  Post  sets  of  from 
Albany  for  New  York.  — 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:550-51. 
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My  time  has  been  sufficiently  occupied  for  the  last  8  Days 
with  a  large  Pacquet  which  I  received  from  the  Lords  of  Trade 
wherein  they  desire  my  sentiments  &  remarks  on  a  Plan  for  the 
better  regulation  of  Indian  Affairs,  &  for  the  makeing  several 
necessary  Establishments  in  my  Department  as  well  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  abuses  in  Trade,  as  for  ye.  more  effectually  attending 
to  their  Affairs,  with  some  powers  for  doing  the  Indians  summary 
Justice  in  small  Matters,  (a  thing  greatly  wanted)  and  also 
that  proper  presents  be  annually  given  them,  to  defray  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  all  which,  their  Lordships  propose  a  Duty  on  ye.  Ind". 
Trade,  they  propose  Eleven  places  of  Trade  in  ye.  Northeren 
District  &  Commissaries  to  reside  at  each  for  preventing  abuses, 
they  appear  convinced  of  the  necessity  there  is  for  all  such 
regulations  which  they  have  drawn  up  by  his  Majestys  Order, 
but  they  say  it  must  be  paid  by  the  Trade.  —  I  beleive  You  will 
agree  with  me  that  nothing  can  be  more  necessary  than  these 
regulations,  and  I  have  reason  to  expect  they  will  be  attended 
with  Salutary  consequences.  — 

I  received  a  few  lines  by  Cap1 2.  Montgomery1  of  the  1  7th.  from 
Co11.  Bradstreet  dated  at  Sandusky  ye.  27th.  Ult°.  where  he  was 
to  remain  some  time  with  the  Troops.  —  As  Captn.  Montgomery 
is  charged  with  dispatches  to  You  You  will  be  better  informed 
of  all  the  news,  than  I  can  write  You. 

I  find  Cap*.  Morris'  with  the  Inds.  who  had  been  Sent  to  the 
Illinois  some  time  ago,  were  obhdged  to  return  to  the  Army,  the 
Piankashaws  &ca.  not  suffering  them  to  pass  thro  their  Country; 
it  is  I  find  said  by  some,  that  some  of  the  Senecas  had  set  up 
those  Nations  to  obstruct  the  Journey,  tho  it  may  be  that  some 
of  them  might  have  done  so,  Yet  there  is  much  more  reasons 
to  think  that  the  Frenchmen  who  are  certainly  amongst  them 
Nations  were  the  sole  cause  of  it,  News  has  been  spread  amongst 
the  Indians  in  yl.  Quarter  some  time  ago,  that  three  Vessels  were 


1  Captain  Richard  Montgomery  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

2  Captain  Thomas  Morris  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 
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arrived  at  New  Orleans,  with  presents  &ca.  which  were  to  be  sent 
up  the  Mississipi  for  all  the  Nations  in  them  parts.  — Some  of 
the  Chenussios  have  Just  left  me.  they  came  to  represent  the 
difficulty  they  found  in  apprehending  the  Two  Delaware  Cheifs, 
that  the  Prisoners  who  are  yet  amongst  them,  should  be  all  soon 
brought  down.  The  Cheif  (A  man  I  have  known  to  be  well  dis¬ 
posed  for  many  Years)  confessed  that  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  apprehend  the  before  mentioned  Delawares  but  begged  I 
would  consider  how  difficult  it  was  for  Indians  to  be  brought 
to  do  such  a  thing.  I  dismissed  him  &  ye.  rest  with  a  Message 
to  their  People,  that  they  must  comply  with  that  Article  as 
well  as  the  rest,  otherwise  their  Hostages  now  at  Osswego,  must 
be  sent  down  to  You  to  N  York. 

As  for  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares  to  the  Southward  their 
late  conduct  has  sufficiently  manifested  their  bad  intentions.  I 
beleive  they  are  now  much  disconcerted  by  the  approach  of  one 
Army,  &  the  Station  of  ye.  other,  if  they  are  drove  to  necessity, 
they  will  probably  send  their  Women  &  Children  down  the 
Sioto  &  Ohio  in  Canoes  whilst  the  Men  will  remain  in  some 
secret  places  to  distress  Co!l.  Bouquet  on  his  retreat.  — 

Herewith  I  transmit  You  my  Acclt.  of  Disbursements  in  the 
Indian  Department  for  this  Campaign  &ca.  with  the  amount  of 
Cloathing,  Presents  &ca.,  the  Expences  incurred  in  Canada,  & 
Officers  Sallanes  to  the  24,h.  Ult°.  for  which  I  must  request  the 
favour  of  Your  Warrant. 

The  Expences  are  greater  than  I  could  have  Wished,  but  are 
the  necessary  consequences  of  such  a  War  as  we  have  been 
involved  in.  I  hope  the  Plan  now  in  agitation  will  render  these 
Articles  less  necessary  hereafter.  — 

I  am 

with  the  most  sincere  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
&  most  Humble  Servant 

His  Excellency  Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 
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Sr  .Wm.  Johnson 
Octr. 

received  Octr.  27th. 
answered  — 

FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

A.  L.  S2 

Camp  near  T usfyaraWas  October  21st.  1764 

Hond.  Sir 

On  the  1  7th.  September  Ten  Delawares  came  near  Fort  Pitt, 
three  of  whom  with  one  Hicks1 2  a  White  Prisoner  came  up  to 
speak  with  the  Commanding  Officer;  and  having  nothing  to  say 
from  their  Chiefs  &  not  come  upon  any  bussiness,  they  were  de¬ 
tained;  Colonel  Bouquet  on  his  arrival  dispatched  one  of  these 
three  Indians  the  22d  with  a  Message  to  their  Chiefs;  Demanding 
them  to  make  proper  Satisfaction  for  the  many  Injuries  we  had 
received  from  them,  &  to  deliver  up  all  the  White  Prisoners 
amongst  them  to  him,  if  they  had  not  before  done  it;  to  Colonel 
Bradstreet.  October  2d.  Two  Six  Nation  Indians  arrived  at  Fort 
Pitt  with  a  Message,  from  the  Senecas,  living  upon  the  Ohio, 
Delawares  &  Shawanese  to  assure  us  that  they  were  sincerely 
sorry  for  their  past  Conduct  and  were  now  collecting  all  their 
Prisoners  in  Order  to  deliver  them  up. 

October  3d.  —  Colonel  Bouquet  sent  off  these  two  Six  Nation 
Indians  with  two  Expresses  to  Colonel  Bradstreet,  and  a  Message 
to  the  above  Nations  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  would  hear  their 
Chiefs  at  Tuskarawas  &  there  tell  them,  what  they  were  to  do 
to  obtain  a  Peace. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9.  This  letter  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  Bouquet  to  Johnson,  Johnson  Papers,  4:570-71,  a  copy;  the 
original  is  in  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9. 

2  Hicks  was  a  white  who  voluntarily  lived  among  the  Indians  and 
whose  evil  designs  against  the  English  were  frustrated  by  friendly  Indians 
under  Sir  William  Johnson’s  influence. 
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This  day  the  Troop’s  Marched  from  Fort  Pitt  and  arrived  at 
Tuskarawas  the  13th.  without  any  Interruption  from  the  Indians, 
more  than  their  keeping  Spies  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the 
Army  upon  the  way. 

14th.  —  The  Two  Expresses  sent  the  3d.  to  Coll  Bradstreet 
arrived  in  Camp:  they  informed  us  that  the  two  Indians  proceed 
with  their  Letters,  &  that  they  had  been  in  the  Indians  Towns  & 
delivered  Colonel  Bouquets  Message,  upon  which  the  Indians, 
set  off  from  their  Towns,  &  purposed  to  meet  him.  The  1 6th.  1  7  A 
1 8th.  1 9th.  and  20lh.  we  had  several  Meetings  with  them  in  which 
the[y]  readily  agreed  to  every  thing  required  of  them;  they  are 
to  deliver  up  in  Twelve  days  at  Waukatemmakie,  a  Town  in 
the  centre  of  their  Country;  all  Prisoners  &  other  white  people 
amongst  them,  without  exception. 

We  have  not  had  any  Expresses  from  Coll.  Bradstreet  tho’  the 
Indians  assure  us  He  is  at  Sandusky;  &  has  threatened  to  March 
against  their  Towns,  They  seem  mutch  frightened  at  being  sur¬ 
rounded  by  two  Armies,  &  we  are  informed  they  were  making 
Canoes,  to  have  gone  down  the  River  before  they  received  Coll 
Bouquets  last  Message.  This  is  the  best  account  I  am  able  at 
present  to  Transmitt  your  Honour  of  our  proceedings;  as  I  must 
defer  a  more  particular  one  till  I  return  to  Fort  Pitt.  In  the  mean 
Time  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect. 

Your  Honour’s  most  obedient  and 
very  Humble  Servant 

Alexander  McKee 

To  the  Honourble 

Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet  — 

indorsed:1 

Tuscarawaes  8br.  21sl.  1764 


Mr.  Alexander  Mc.Kees  letter 
Entd.  Ind".  Recds.  Vol.  9.  P.  243. 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

Fort  George,  N.  Y„  Octr  22d  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  now  enclose  the  draft  of  the  Letter  which  I  proposed  to  write 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  &  Plantations  that  you 
may  correct  if  any  mistake  has  happened,  &  that  you  may  amend 
it  as  you  shall  think  requisite. 

By  order  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  I  shall  send  to  them  a 
copy  of  the  Kayaderosseres  Pattent  under  the  Seal  of  this 
Province.  Two  things  are  necessary  for  you  to  send  as  full  proofs 
as  you  can.  1 st  That  the  Indians  have  continually  denyed  the 
Purchase  to  have  been  fairly  made.  2.  That  no  Improvements  or 
very  few  are  made  by  the  Proprietors  &  of  this  last  be  as  par¬ 
ticular  as  possible.  This  alone  may  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the 
Pattent. 

The  Packet  came  in  yesterday.  No  news  by  her,  &  I  have 
nothing  but  Duplicates.  I  am  very  affectionately  Sir 

FROM  WILLIAM  P.  SMITH 

A.  L.  S.2 

Elizabeth  Town  (N  Jersey)  22d.  October,  1764. 
Sir, 

I  not  long  Since  recd.  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samson  Occum  an 
Indian  Preacher,  in  which  he  informed  me  as  Secretary  of 
the  Correspondent  Commissioners  of  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  that  he  had  lately  recd. 
a  Letter  from  You,  dated  so  far  back  as  Novembr,  1763,  in 
which,  at  the  desire  of  the  Oneidas,  you  requested  him  to  inform 
you  what  had  become  of  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  which  they  had 


1  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  p.  379. 

2  In  Library  of  Congress. 
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sent  by  him  on  some  Occasion.  Mr.  Occum  writes  he  was 
much  surprized  on  receipt  of  the  same,  and  immediately  made 
Enquiry  about  the  said  Belt  at  New  York,  and  there  found  it 
still  in  the  Hands  of  the  Honble.  Mr.  Smith.  This  was  the  first 
time  the  Commissioners  ever  heard  of  this  Affair.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  Occasion  of  its  being  unknown  to  them  till  now,  was 
this.  —  Mr.  Occum  very  properly  delivered  the  Belt,  soon  after 
his  receiving  it,  to  the  late  Revd.  Mr.  David  Bostwick  of  New 
York,  then  President  of  the  Commissioners,  who  being  at  that 
time  in  an  ill  state  of  Health,  was  unable,  we  conjecture,  to  do 
any  thing  in  the  Affair,  having  never  acquainted  us  of  it  before  his 
Death.  He  lay  very  long  ill,  and  after  his  Decease,  the  Belt  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith  we  suppose  by  his  Friends  who 
knew  not  the  Intention  of  it.  On  receiving  Mr.  Occum’s  Letter, 
I  informed  the  Commissioners  at  their  first  Meeting,  and  had  their 
Directions  to  write  by  the  first  Opportunity  to  the  Society,  the 
request  of  the  Oneidas  to  have  an  English  Missionary  sent 
among  them  and  to  order  the  said  Belt  to  be  sent  therewith. 
This  I  have  just  done.  They  farther,  Sr.  directed  me  to  write 
their  humble  Request  to  You,  begging  the  Favour  of  You  to 
represent  this  Matter  to  the  Oneidas  at  the  very  first  convenient 
Occasion  to  remove  any  Suspicions  of  Slight  at  this  unfortunate 
&  purely  accidental  Delay  of  an  Answer  to  their  Message :  And 
to  pray  you  to  inform  that  the  Commissioners  have  warmly 
recommended  their  request  to  the  Society;  And  that  as  soon  as 
an  Answer  can  be  obtained  it  shall  be,  without  any  Delay,  for¬ 
warded  thro’  your  Hands,  we  hope  to  great  Satisfaction. 

By  Order  of  the  Correspondent 
Commissioners  from 

S'. 

Your  most  Obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant 

WM.  P.  Smith 

The  Honorable  SR.  WlLLIAM  JOHNSON 
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ADDRESSED : 

To  the  Honourable 
Sr.  William  Johnson  Bar1, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 
County  of  Albany. 

INDORSED:1 

Octbr.  22d.  1 764 


Mr.  Wm.  P.  Smiths 
Letter,  concerning  a  Belt 
given  by  ye.  Oneidaes  to  Mr. 
Sampson  Occum 


FROM  RALPH  BURTON 

A.  L.  S2 


Sir.  — 


Montreal,  Octor.  ye.  23d.  1764. 


By  some  accident,  your  favor  of  the  29th.  of  August,3  came  to 
hand,  but  a  little  time  ago. 

You  have  no  sort  of  occasion,  to  apologize,  for  having  mis¬ 
laid  my  other  letter,  as  I  am  well  convinced  the  infinite  trouble 
you  must  have  had,  at  the  Congress,  with  so  many  different 
Matters.  Give  me  leave  to  Congratulate  you,  upon  the  Peace  you 
Made,  and  the  great  Concessions  of  Land,  (and  them  so  advan¬ 
tageously  situated,)  that  they  have  given  up,  to  His  Majesty.  I 
am  extremly  glad  the  Indians  of  Canada,  have  behaved  so  well; 
they  have  allways  expressed,  their  satisfaction  at  the  manner 
they  have  been  treated  here. 

The  fewer  Indians  that  come  down  to  Canada,  upon  matters 
of  business,  (at  least  for  some  years  to  come,)  the  better. 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

3  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  234;  letter  destroyed  by  fire. 
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I  am  certain  no  Trade  from  Canada,  has  gone  up  either 
River,  dureing  this  last  Summer,  to  the  upper  Country. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  my  being  fully  satisfied,  with  the 
good  Conduct,  and  activity,  of  Captain  Claws,  in  his  Department; 
I  have  given  him  a  Certificate,  as  such  which  he  relly  merrits. 
had  his  affairs  allowed  him,  I  should  have  been  extremly  glad, 
he  could  have  remained  here  this  winter.  I  hope  Lieu*.  Scott,1 
whom  by  your  approbation,  acts  for  Captain  Claws,  during  his 
absence,  will  be  able  to  carry  on  the  business  of  this  Winter, 
and  that  by  next  Summer,  he  will  have  made  himself  pritty 
perfect  in  the  language;  he  is  a  good  Officer,  and  has  application. 
Captain  Claws  has  taken  down,  a  few  Memorandums,  to  speak 
to  you  upon,  the  regulating  and  settleing  of  which  is  really  neces¬ 
sary,  and  which  I  hope  you  will  arange. 

I  was  upon  the  point  of  departing,  when  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Gage,  acquainting  me  of  His  Majestys  having  been 
graciously  pleased,  to  approve  of  my  being  an  Brigadier  Gen1, 
on  the  American  Staff  if  I  chose  to  stay;  such  a  mark  of  my 
Monarchs  approbation  of  my  Conduct,  was  not  to  be  refused, 
that  I  pass  this  winter  at  Montreal,  how  many  more  in  America, 
does  not  depend  upon  me. 

Mrs.  Burton  begs  me  to  present  [you]  her  respects,  to  you 

and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
the  greatest  esteem,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble 
Servant. 

R.  Burton2 

To  SR  William  Johnson  Bar*., 

&c  &c  &c. 


1  Lieutenant  Hugh  Scott. 

12  Major  General  Ralph  Burton  who  succeeded  Gage  as  Governor  of 
Montreal. 
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INDORSED:1 

October  23d.  1 764 
Govr.  Burtons  letter 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

New  York  Octr.  26th.  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

Captain  Montgomery  who  Arrived  here  a  few  Days  ago 
from  Colonel  Bradstreet  who  was  at  Sandusky,  tells  me,  he 
did  not  See  You  in  his  way  hither,  to  Inform  You,  of  the 
Treachery  &  Villany  of  the  Indians.  I  therefore  transmit  you 
the  inclosed  Papers  which  will  Sufficiently  acquaint  You,  of  the 
Secret  Practises  of  the  Senecas,  Shawnese,  and  Delawares. 
These  Nations,  as  Soon  as  acquainted  with  Captain  Morris’s 
going  off  for  the  Illinois,  ’tho  immediately  after  the  Peace  Con¬ 
cluded  by  the  first  at  Niagara,  &  by  the  two  last  at  Presqu’  Isle, 
have  prevented  our  getting  to  the  Mississipi.  Till  their  Arrival 
at  the  Miamie  Fort,  Every  Thing  was  going  Smoothly  on;  But 
by  their  Contrivance  We  are  Disappointed  in  our  Hopes  of 
Settling  Our  Business  at  the  Illinois,  in  the  manner  we  wished. 
The  Indians  too,  with  Colonel  Bradstreet  refuse  to  attack  the 
Enemy,  as  Some  of  the  Papers  will  Shew  You,  Tho’  fully 
Sensible  of  the  Shawnese  &  Delawares.  Colonel  Bradstreet’s 
Parties  were  luckily  Saved  by  the  Wiandots  who  told  them  at 
Sandusky,  that  they  must  go  no  further:  That  if  they  did,  they 
would  be  Certainly  put  to  Death.  Those  were  the  Partys,  who 

1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  A  copy  from  Gage  Letter  Book  in 
Harvard  College  Library  is  printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  10: 

349-50. 
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were  to  gather  up  our  Prisoners,  from  whence  You  may  perceive 
what  Peace  makers,  they  were  who  Negotiated  with  Us  at 
Presqu  Isle.  Colonel  Bradstreet  was  apprized  of  their  Treason 
before  he  got  my  Letters,  &  made  his  Complaints  to  all  the 
Nations  desiring  their  Assistance,  with  some  Hopes  of  Success. 
A  part  of  the  Chippewas,  was  out  Against  them  with  Some 
white  People;  of  whose  Success  I  am  not  quite  clear.  One 
of  the  Papers  inclosed,  mentioning  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  these 
people  Consenting  to  Send  to  you  their  Deputy  s,  and  to  Deliver 
up  the  promoters  of  the  War,  is  nothing  more,  as  I  Learn  trom 
Captain  Montgomery  than  a  piece  of  Deceit,  Shewing  their 
Contempt  of  us,  rather  than  any  thing  Else.  — 

An  Onondaga  &  Oneyda  have  been  with  Col0.  Bouquet  to 
desire  he  would  not  Advance;  And  that  the  Shawnese  and 
Delawares,  would  make  Peace.  He  desired  to  see  their  Chiefs, 
whom  he  would  treat  with,  if  they  Chose  to  come  to  Him, 
properly  authorized  by  their  Nations.  They  have  at  length 
perswaded  Him  to  go  towards  Tuscororaas. 

Pondiac  has  a  Letter  from  the  French  to  tell  him,  that  their 
Fathers  are  not  Crushed,  as  the  English  would  make  the  Indians 
believe,  and  mention  a  large  Fleet  coming  into  the  Mississipi.  I 
have  just  received  Letters  from  Home,  that  a  Spanish  Govr.  & 
Lieut  Govr.  were  nominated  for  New  Orleans,  &  have  also  a 
Letter  from  thence  to  Inform  Me,  that  the  Spaniards  were  Soon 
Expected.  This  therefore  must  be  the  trick  of  some  Villains,  to 
prevent  our  getting  to  the  Illinois,  in  order  to  keep  the  Trade  in 
their  Hands  as  long  as  Possible.  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

INDORSED:  &  ca. 

Copy/ 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall, 

New  York,  Oct'.  26th.  1 764. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S } 

Johnson  Hall  Octbr.  31st.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  both  your  favours  of  the  14th.  Ins1.,2 
one  of  which  shall  be  answered  on  this  Sheet,  the  other  is  likewise 
answered  by  this  opertunity  My  Absence  from  home  for  a  few 
Days  prevented  my  receiveing  them  so  soon  as  otherwise  I 
should.  — 

I  am  oblidged  to  You  for  the  Copy  of  the  Treaty  made  at 
Detroit,  on  which  I  must  refer  You  to  the  letter  which  goes 
herewith. 

Pondiac  will  not  in  my  opinion  be  able  to  continue  Despotick 
for  any  length  of  time,  his  party  is  greatly  reduced,  and  the 
Shawanese  &  Delawares  must  before  now  be  settled  with,  one 
way  or  another,  for  I  presume  Co1.  Bouquet  must  have  been 
reinforced,  &  proceeded  shortly  after  your  last  Acctts.  — 

Altho  it  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  whether  the  Shawanese  and 
Delawares  were  at  any  time  Sincere,  Yet,  the  Approach  of  Co11. 
Bouquet  certainly  furnishes  them  with  an  excuse  for  delaying 
their  compliance  wth.  the  Terms  proposed  by  Co11.  Bradstreet.  — 

I  cannot  but  greatly  approve  of  Your  Sentiments  on  the 
regulations  necessary  in  my  Department,  the  whole  of  which  per¬ 
fectly  agrees  with  my  own  Opinion.  I  have  divided  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  into  three  Parts  which  will  Comprehend  all  ye.  Country 
of  the  Several  Nations  in  the  Northeren  District,  and  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  but  the  several  regulations  and  Appointments 
proposed  by  the  Plan,  with  ye.  good  treatment  of  the  Indians  at 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  pp.  375-78. 
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the  Posts,  will  produce  the  most  Salutory  consequences.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

PS.  I  was  obhdged  to  detain 
my  letter  to  this  Day  ye.  6th. 
of  Novr.  haveing  missed  ye.  Post. 

This  moment  I  received  five 
Prisoners,  four  of  them  from 
the  Army,  &  one  (a  Child)  from 
ye.  Delawares  near  Chenussio  — 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Octbr.  31st.  1764 
received  Novr.  101*1.  — 
answered  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Private  Johnson  Hall  Octbr.  31st.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

Altho  the  words  of  the  late  Treaty2  may  at  first  appear 
extraordinary,  yet,  I  am  not  at  a  loss  to  Acc*.  for  them,  as  I 
know  it  has  been  verry  customary  for  many  People  to  Insinuate 
that  the  Indians  call  themselves  Subjects,  altho  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  they  were  never  so  called,  nor  would  they  approve  of 
it.  —  tis  true  that  when  a  Nation  find  themselves  pushed,  their 
Alliances  broken,  and  themselves  tired  of  a  War,  they  are  verry 
apt  to  say  many  civil  things,  and  make  any  Submissions  which 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Detroit,  September  7-10,  1  764.  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:326-33;  and 
the  first  portion  ante  pp.  349-5 1 . 
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are  not  agreable  to  their  intentions,  but  are  said  meerly  to  please 
those  with  whom  they  transact  Affairs  as  they  know  we  cannot 
enforce  the  observance  of  them,  but  you  may  be  assured  that 
none  of  the  Six  Nations,  Western  Indians  &ca.  ever  declared 
themselves  to  be  Subjects,  or  will  ever  consider  themselves  in  that 
light  whilst  they  have  any  Men,  or  an  open  Country  to  retire  to, 
the  very  Idea  of  Subjection  would  fill  them  with  horror.  — 
Indeed  I  have  been  Just  looking  into  the  Indian  Records,  where 
I  find  in  the  Minutes  of  1751  that  those  who  made  ye.  Entry 
Say,  that  Nine  different  Nations  acknowledged  themselves  to  be 
his  Majestys  Subjects,  altho  I  sat  at  that  Conference,  made 
entrys  of  all  the  Transactions,  in  which  there  was  not  a  Word 
mentioned,  which  could  imply  a  Subjection,  however,  these  mat¬ 
ters  (notwithstanding  all  I  have  from  time  to  time  said  on  that 
Subject)  seem  not  to  be  well  known  at  home,  and  therefore,  it 
may  prove  of  dangerous  consequence  to  persuade  them  that  the 
Indians  have  agreed  to  things  which  (had  they  even  assented  to) 
is  so  repugnant  to  their  Principles  that  the  attempting  to  enforce  it, 
must  lay  the  foundation  of  greater  Calamities  than  has  yet  been 
experienced  in  this  Country,  —  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  no 
Nation  of  Indians  have  any  word  which  can  express,  or  convey 
the  Idea  of  Subjection,  they  often  say,  “we  acknowledge  the  great 
King  to  be  our  Father,  we  hold  him  fast  by  the  hand,  and  we 
shall  do  w*.  he  desires’’  many  such  like  words  of  course,  for 
which  our  People  too  readily  adopt  &  insert  a  Word  verry 
different  in  signification,  and  never  intended  by  the  Indians  with¬ 
out  explaining  to  them  what  is  meant  by  Subjection.  —  Imagine 
to  yourself  Sir,  how  impossible  it  is  to  reduce  a  People  to  Subjec¬ 
tion,  who  consider  themselves  independant  thereof  both  by  nature 
&  Scituation,  who  can  be  governed  by  no  Laws,  and  have  no 
other  Tyes  amongst  themselves  but  inclination,  and  suppose  that 
it’s  explained  to  them  that  they  shall  be  governed  by  the  Laws 
Liable  to  the  punishments  for  high  Treason,  Murder,  Robbery 
and  the  pains  and  penaltys  on  Actions  for  property  of  Debt,  then 
see  how  it  will  be  relished,  and  whether  they  will  agree  to  it, 
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for  without  the  Explanation,  the  Indians  must  be  Strangers  to 
the  Word,  &  ignorant  of  the  breach  of  it.  — 

A  few  days  must  now  enable  us  to  know  the  finai  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  Campaign,  we  can  then  form  a  Judgement  of  what 
is  next  &  best  to  be  done.  — 

For  my  part  I  have  agreable  to  your  letter  only  given  \  ou 
my  private  Sentiments  on  ye.  Subjection  mentioned  in  the  Treaty, 
as  to  a  Freind  in  whom  I  can  thoroughly  confide,  for  I  would 
not  take  upon  me  to  censure  the  insertion  of  these  Words  done 
by  any  Officer  Commanding  an  Army,  as  probably  his  Motive 

might  be  well  intended.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  utmost  Respect 
&  Sincerity 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  —  WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

Private 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Octr.  3 1 st. 


answered  — 


1764 


RECEIPT  OF  JOHN  MEANNER  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

D.  S. 

[Fort  Pitt  October  31 ,  1764] 

[Rec’]d  of  Mr.  Alexander  McKee  Assistant  [Agent] 
for  Indian  Affairs  at  Fort  Pitt  Forty  Pounds  [Three  Shillings] 
&  Seven  Pence  Pennsylvania  Currancy  Equal  [to 
Pounds  Sterling  being  my  full  Pay  as  an  [Indian] 

Interpreter  at  Fort  Pitt  from  the  1st.  May  1764  to  the  [31st 
October]  1  764  Six  Months. 

His 

John  IM  Meanner 
Mark 
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RECEIPT  OF  ALEXANDER  MCKEE  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

D.  S. 

[Fort  Pitt  October  3/ ,  1764 ] 

Received  of  George  Croghan  Esqr.  Eighty  [Pounds] 

Seven  Shillings  &  two  pence  Pennsylvania  Currancy  [equal  to] 

Fifty  P ounds  Sterling  being  my  full  Pay  as  assistant 

agent  at  Fort  Pitt  from  the  1st.  May  to  the  31st.  October  1764 

Alexander  [McKee] 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  November j5,  1764 ] 

Sir  William  Johnson  delivered  a  Paper  of  Instructions  to 
George  Croghan  Esquire  Depy.  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  bearing 
date  the  6th.  of  NovemL  1764  of  which  the  following  is  a 
Copy  —  viz1.  — 

You  will  proceed  from  hence  to  Carlisle  in  the  Province  of 
Pennsilvania  where  you  will  inform  yourself  of  the  present  State 
of  the  Indians  of  Ohio  &c,  and  of  the  Issue  of  the  Expeditions 
against  them.  —  Shou’d  they  have  received  a  Blow,  or  have  been 
reduced  to  proper  Terms  of  Submission,  you  will  give  me  imme¬ 
diate  Notice  thereof,  and  in  the  mean  time  take  every  Method 
in  your  Power  for  rendering  a  Peace  lasting,  and  honorable, 
and  for  that  purpose,  settle  proper  Correspondences,  and  endeavor 
to  have  Intelligence  of  all  their  Designs,  and  communicate  your 
Intentions  to  the  Interpreters  at  Detroit,  and  Michillimackinac.  — 

In  case  it  should  happen  that  the  Indians  are  not  Reduced,  or 
that  they  still  continue  to  Act  against  the  English,  You  will  take 
every  Method  in  your  power  for  preserving  the  Fidelity  of  those 
who  may  yet  remain  our  friends,  and  through  their,  and  every 
other  means  procure  Intelligence  of  all  the  Enemies  Motions, 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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and  communicate  the  same  to  the  Officers  at  any  Posts  who 
may  require  that  Precaution. 

And  you  will  give  me  from  time  to  time  an  account  of  every¬ 
thing  Material  which  Occurs  in  that  Quarter. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Johnson 
Hall  the  6th.  day  of  Novemr.  1764  — 

W.  Johnson. 

FROM  HENDRICK  FREY  JR.  AND  JOHN  BUTLER 

Copy 1 

Six  Mile  up  Canosorago  Creek  Novbr  6,  1764 

Honble  Sir 

Since  our  Last  Cap*.  Frey  has  Safely  Stored  at  the  Roy  all 
Blockhouse  twenty  Barrills  of  Dry  Roots,2  since  which  have  Gott 
about  Six  Barrills. 

The  Cayoucas  and  Sinnicas  are  hourerly  Expected  which  is 
all  we  wait  for  when  one  of  us  shall  Return  home,  the  Ondages 
have  still  Obscand’d  themself s  and  only  a  Few  have  been 
here  we  hear  they  have  Gone  Down  in  Order  to  Sell  their  Roots 
to  the  Widow  Maginnis  who  we  hear  is  at  Cases,  Buying  Roots 
for  Rum  &c  and  also  at  the  Flats  if  they  or  any  have  that  Liberty 
we  are  surly  in  a  Disadvantage  to  those.  We  heard  Last  Night 
that  Canadacaya  and  Party  have  Only  left  Owego  Six  Days 

Ago  and  that  they  Consisted  of  one  hundred  in  Number 

We  are  etc  etc 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Frey  &  Buttler 


1  In  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Original  wa* 
destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Probably  ascirum  Cctriadense,  wild  ginger,  used  in  making  rum. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  Sd 

Johnson  Hall  Novbr.  8th.  1764 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  Writeing  You  2  letters  Sent  by  Mr. 
Croghan  Who  left  this  a  Couple  of  Days  ago,  Since  which  I 
had  the  favour  of  Your  letter  of  the  26th.  Ult0.1 2  with  the 
several  enclosures,  for  which  I  am  to  thank  You. 

Altho  I  did  not  see  Captn.  Montgomery3  when  on  his  Way 
to  New  York,  I  notwithstanding  heard  for  some  time  past  from 
Several  Persons  of  a  report  concerning  the  Seneca’s,  but  the  same 
did  not  much  engage  my  attention,  As  I  was  pritty  well  con¬ 
vinced  the  whole  of  it  proceeded  from  Mistake,  and  a  Want  of 
due  knowledge  either  of  the  Scituation,  Interests,  or"Manners  of 
the  Indians,  &  this  often  occasions  us  to  commit  to  Writeing  not 
only  Sentences  but  Sometimes  whole  Speeches  different  from 
the  Meaning  of  the  Indians,  for  Instance  the  late  Treaty  at 
Detroit,  &  that  wth.  the  Sandusky  Wyendats.  — 

The  Senecas  dureing  their  continuance  of  Hostilities  Sent  many 
Belts  (at  least  12  or  14)  to  ye.  Severall  Nations  extending  to 
the  Illinois  &ca.  to  induce  them  to  make  War  upon  the  English, 
to  which  I  apprehend  they  required  but  little  encouragement, 
but  as  I  am  persuaded  they  never  sent  a  single  Belt  to  that  effect 
since  the  Treaty  at  Niagra,  I  think  it  at  the  same  time  necessary 
to  explain  my  Self  on  that  Subject,  the  rather,  as  I  apprehend 
Matters  will  appear  so  to  You. 

You  may  recollect  I  have  made  mention  of  the  Senecas  of 
Ohio  &ca  who  have  resided  in  that  Quarter  for  some  Generations, 
and  are  fast  friends  to  ye.  Shawanese  &  Delawares  by  inter¬ 
marriage  &ca.  These  Seneca’s  have  not  included  themselves  in 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  pp.  391  -92. 

3  Captain  Richard  Montgomery  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 
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the  Treaty  with  me,  and  have  (as  I  have  been  informed)  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  against  Us  ever  Since,  the  Senecas  here  having 
no  more  influence  or  Authority  over  them,  and  being  no  more 
Accountable  for  their  Actions,  than  the  Momawks  for  the  Indians 
of  Coghnawagey  Emigrants  from  them.  It  is  to  be  considered 
that  there  are  Emigrants  from  the  Mohawks,  Oneidaes,  Tus- 
caroras,  Ondagaes,  Cayugaes,  &  Coghnawageys  as  well  as  from 
the  Senecas,  &  that  they  have  lived  many  Years  in  distant 
Quarters,  on  which  Acclt.  they  Associate  themselves  with  their 
Neighbours  &  neglect  their  own  peculiar  Nation,  who  can  no 
longer  be  accountable  for  their  conduct  nor  charged  wth.  their 
Crimes,  Altho  I  have  formerly  known  instances  of  the  same 
nature  with  ye.  present  which  have  been  productive  of  much 
Error,  &  verry  near  turning  out  of  bad  consequence,  &  all  ariseing 
from  not  knowing  the  distinctions  amongst  the  Indians,  or  how 
to  express  their  Ideas  from  the  uncommon  mode  of  Stile  they 
make  use  of. 

I  shall  readily  allow  that  there  are  Several  of  the  Seneca’s  at 
Chenussio,  Karaghiadiro  &ca.  whose  Aversion  to  the  English  is 
so  far  from  being  conquered,  that  they  would  readily  do  us  a 
prejudice  if  they  could  with  propriety.  And  I  agree  likewise, 
that,  there  are  several  Individuals,  who  contrary  to  the  Senti¬ 
ments  of  their  Nation  would  probably  take  upon  them  to  send 
Belts  in  the  name  of  the  Whole  to  any  other  Nation  to  renew  a 
War,  or  gratify  any  other  purpose,  and  of  this  practice  (which  is 
but  too  General)  I  could  give  many  Instances,  but  I  am  certain 
it  is  not  the  case  now,  altho  so  represented,  with  a  view  which 
may  soon  appear,  on  the  other  hand,  allowing  it  to  have  been 
the  case,  the  Nation  to  Whom  these  People  belong,  cannot  be 
properly  charged  with  what  they  are  in  no  wise  privy  to,  and 
indeed  if  they  were,  according  to  the  Principles  they  invariably 
pursue  amongst  themselves,  no  punishment  could  be  well  inflicted 
on  the  Offenders.  —  The  Seneca’s  of  Ohio,  &  in  its  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  have  been  some  time  our  most  implacable  Enemys.  I 
might  have  inserted  their  names  in  my  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  but 
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that  I  have  always  cautiously  avoided  a  practice  which  would 
not  bear  a  Scrutiny,  and  at  the  same  time  taken  care  not  to 
make  the  Indians  say  more  than  they  realy  mean  or  intend  at  a 
time  of  Treaty.  —  These  Senecas  more  conveniently  scituated, 
and  well  disposed  to  form  any  Plan  to  obstruct  our  Measures, 
or  Captn.  Morris’s1  Journey,  but  the  mean  body  of  that  Nation, 
who  are  now  suspected,  had  they  even  an  Inclination  so  to  do, 
never  divined  that  such  a  Scheme  was  in  agitation,  or  such  a 
Journey  intended,  as  I  presume  it  was  kept  a  Secret,  till  the 
time  of  Co11.  Bradstreets  Sending  away  the  Party.  —  I  am  most 
certain  that  the  Seneca  Nation  here  have  not  since  the  late  Treaty 
hitherto,  made  any  attempts  whatever  to  obstruct  our  designs, 
and  I  know  that  all  ye.  Cheifs  of  that  Nation  are  verry  desireous 
to  preserve  the  Peace. 

When  the  Indians  went  upon  the  Expedition  they  were  told 
to  observe  and  follow  all  such  directions  as  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Army  should  give  them,  that  they  were  to  go 
against  any  Nation  he  required,  and  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares 
being  then  our  Principal,  &  in  fact  our  only  Enemys,  they,  at 
the  great  War  Feast  given  at  Niagra  Sung  their  War  Song 
against  them  in  presence  of  Co11.  Bradstreet,  Myself,  &  a  great 
Number  of  Officers  &ca.,  &  expected  nothing  else  than  proceed¬ 
ing  by  the  way  of  Sandusky  against  &  attacking  them.  —  As  a 
farther  Corroboration,  I  have  a  Copy  of  my  Orders  to  the  Indian 
Officers  ready  to  be  produced,  and  I  am  sensible  I  can  have 
the  Testimony  not  only  of  them,  but  of  all  the  Indians  as  a  far¬ 
ther  proof  of  it.  —  The  Indians  were  even  astonished  at  the 
Armys  leaveing  Sandusky  from  whence  they  all  along  flattered 
themselves  they  were  to  have  proceeded  to  the  great  plains  of 
Scioto  first.  — 

Those  Indians  who  (with  an  Officer)  came  lately  sick  from 
the  Army,  have  given  me  an  Acclt.  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Campaign,  which,  Delicacy,  &  a  regard  to  the  Character  of  those 
concerned  forbids  me  as  yet  to  make  public.  — 

1  Captain  Thomas  Morris  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 
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There  are  several  inconsistencies  in  those  Papers  You  were 
pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  amongst  others  Thomas  King  an  Indian 
most  hearty  in  our  Interest,  &  who  killed  the  first  Delaware  last 
Winter  &  took  four  Prisoners  &  who  at  parting  with  me  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  Stronger  than  any  of  the  rest,  &  impatient  to  fall 
upon  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares)  says  that  the  Shawanese 
are  part  of  the  Onondaga  Nation  (a  falshood)  —  He  next  says, 
that  when  they  left  Niagra  it  was  with  an  intention  of  giveing 
peace  to  all  Nations  of  Indians  who  should  ask  it.  He  is  after¬ 
wards  glad  there  is  a  Party  gone  out  to  Strike  against  the  Enemy , 
and  then  says  “if  they  bring  in  either  Prisoners  or  Scalps,  it  will 
be  a  Medicine  to  us,  we  will  receive  it,  and  follow  the  Example 
and  concludes  with  Saying,  “You  have  desired  us  to  Stay  with 
You,  we  are  determined  to  do  it,  and  are  ready  to  do  whatever 
you  ask  of  us."  —  How  different  a  conclusion!  To  conclude  I 
am  fully  persuaded  the  Indians  who  accompanied  the  Army 
were  determined  at  Setting  off  to  Strike  the  Shawanese  &  Dela¬ 
wares,  if  afterwards  things  had  happened  to  render  them  unwill¬ 
ing  to  do  so,  &  whether  that  unwillingness  should  stop  the  progress 
of  an  Army  time  must  make  known. 

I  mention  these  few  particulars  with  that  Confidence  and 
reliance  on  Your  esteem,  of  which  I  have  received  so  many 
proofs.  —  and  I  am  most  sincerely  &  Affectb. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  most  Humble  Servant 

His  Excellency  WM.  JOHNSON 

The  Honrble.  GENRE  Gage  — 

P.  S.  I  have  now  before  me  above  a  Hundred  Strong  proofs, 
to  Shew  that  the  Six  Nations  liveing  at,  &  ab*.  Ohio,  Muskingum 
&ca.  have  acted  Independent  of  ye.  Six  Nations  here,  if  You  have 
recource  to  Mr.  Bradstreets  Treaty  of  the  12,b.  of  August  at  or 
near  Prisque  Isle,  You  will  see  the  Six  Nations  of  Ohio  were 
principals,  —  You  will  also  See  by  their  Speech  of  ye.  24th. 
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June  last  from  the  lower  Shawanese  Town,  &  Sent  to  Fort  Pitt 
by  Major  Smalman,1  that  they  act  in  Concert  with  the  Shaw¬ 
anese,  Delawares  &ca.,  nay  seem  to  direct  the  whole,  &  tell  you 
towards  the  latter  end,  that  they  speak  for  all  ye.  Nations  in 
them  parts,  &  are  sincere.  —  I  shall  not  trouble  You  with  any 
more  at  present.  —  only  to  observe  that  People  unacquainted 
with  the  Six  Nations  Emigration,  will  naturally  charge  whatever 
may  be  done  by  a  Seneca,  Ondaga  &ca.  liveing  along  the  Ohio, 
to  those  liveing  in  these  parts,  as  I  am  pritty  certain  is  the  case 
now,  by  these  means  unhappy  mistakes  may  soon  arise. 

Yrs.  W.  J  — 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Novr.  8th.  1  764 
received  Novr.  1  7th. 

answered. 

THOMAS  SMALLMAN  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Smallman3  to  Alexr.  McKee 
Assis*.  Ag*.  for  Indn.  Affairs  dated  at 

Muskingum  8th.  Novemr.  1764. 

—  transmitted  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  — 

Sir  — 

In  Febry  last  Jonquiere ,4  a  French  Officer  came  in  with  a 
Letter  from  the  Shawanese,  and  having  assembled  the  Chiefs 
together,  he  laid  before  them  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum,  w,h.  a 
red  Pipe  and  some  Tobacco,  he  told  them  he  was  sent  by  their 

1  Major  Thomas  Smallman. 

*  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

s  Major  Thomas  Smallman. 

4  Joncaire  Chabert. 
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Fathers,  the  French  who  live  at  the  Illenois,  and  then  read  them 
a  Letter,  which  they  seemed  very  well  satisfied  with ;  but  as  I  was 
not  master  of  their  Language,  could  not  know  its  Contents,  till 
one  of  our  Women,  a  Prisoner,  who  had  a  Frenchman  to  her 
Husband,  informed  me  that  the  above  Jonquiere  was  sent  by 
the  French  to  excite  the  Indians  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against 
the  English,  and  that  there  was  then,  a  Trader  on  his  way  up, 
with  Powder,  and  Ball  to  Supply  them.  —  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  this,  as  Jonquiere  proceeded  immediately  to 
W akatumica,  and  frequently  went  to  War  along  with  the 
Senecas  against  the  Frontiers  of  Virginia.  Some  time  in  May 
Mr.  Othea,  the  French  Merch*.  arrived  with  three  large  Canoes 
loaded  with  Powder,  Lead,  Tobacco,  and  Rum;  he  staid  there 
’till  the  beginning  of  July,  and  returned  home,  inviting  with  him 
about  fifty  Shawanese,  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation,  and  some 
Delawares.  — 

Jonquiere  returned  to  the  lower  Towns  the  middle  of  July, 
where  he  stayed  about  ten  days,  during  wch.  time  he  bought  up  a 
Quantity  of  Wampum,  held  Conferences  with  the  Shawanese, 
and  afterwards  set  off,  as  I  was  informed,  with  one  Seneca  Indian 
to  the  Southern  Indians.  —  Shamokin  Daniel  a  Delaware  Indian 
told  me  that  the  French  had  Invited  the  Shawanese,  and  Dela¬ 
wares  to  go  see  them.  &  then  put  the  War  Hatchet  into  their 
hands  to  strike  the  English,  but  that  his  Nation  had  refused  it.  — 
some  time  in  Septemr.,  a  French  man  whose  name  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn,  came  from  the  Miamis  with  a  fresh  Supply 
of  Ammunition,  not  less  than  800  weight  of  Powder,  and  Lead 
in  proportion.  —  his  chief  view,  I  believe,  was  to  purchase 
Negroes,  when  he  heard  that  Army  was  Encamp’d  at  this 
Place,  and  a  Runner  arriving  from  W akatumica  with  an  account 
that  it  was  marching  towards  their  Towns  to  take  the  Captives 
by  force,  and  cutt  them  off,  the  French  Trader  very  generously 
delivered  them  all  his  Ammunition,  which  Compleated  them  two 
Pounds  of  Powder  [to]  a  man.  — 

(Signed)  Thos.  SMALLMAN  — 
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FROM  MATTHEW  ROBINSON 
Contemporary  Copy 1 
[South  Kingston,  November  15,  1764 ] 

Sir  William  Johnson  Received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Robinson 
dated  South  Kingston  November  the  15th.  1764  together  with 
a  P etition,  and  State  of  a  Case  relative  to  a  Dispute  between 
the  Naraganset  Indians  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
Thos.  Ninnegret  their  Sachim,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
Copy  —  viz1. 

Sir 

The  occasion  of  this  pretends  no  other  Appology  than  that 
some  of  our  Naraganset  Tribe  of  Indians  under  Thomas  Ninne¬ 
gret,  the  present  Sachim,  being  by  far  the  most  sensible  part, 
and  seeing  the  approaching  Ruin  of  the  whole  Tribe,  have 
applied  for  several  Years,  to  no  purpose,  to  their  Sachim, 
desiring  him  to  forbear  Selling  off,  and  Leasing  out  such  large, 
and  so  many  excellent  Tracts  of  Land  out  of  said  Estate  belong¬ 
ing  to  said  Tribe,  —  but  all  in  vain:  —  he  treats  them  with 
Scorn,  and  Contempt,  and  sets  them  at  Defiance.  —  they  have 
always  been  true  friends  to  his  Majesties  Interest,  —  and  have 
applied  to  our  General  Assembly,  representing  their  Case,  and 
dangerous  Condition,  which  brought  on  an  Agreement  between 
said  Sachim,  and  the  Petitioners  on  behalf  of  said  Tribe,  in 
which,  by  means  of  the  Committee’s  Misconstruction  of  the  words 
of  said  Agreement  (as  I  apprehend)  they  returned  home  without 
having  any  thing  done.  —  And  as  the  Danger  of  their  destruction 
hastens  on  very  fast,  —  and  some  how  or  other  it  so  happens 
that  the  Delays,  and  continuances  at  our  General  Assembly,  give 
Tom,  and  his  White  Allies,  and  friends,  much  time  to  Serve 
themselves,  and  get  good  Estates  from  Tom  —  and  the  poor 
Tribe  to  be  Ruined,  which  will  soon  be  if  not  very  quickly 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  This  letter  in  muti¬ 
lated  form  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:587-88. 
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Prevented,  they  have  been  advised  to  apply  to  your  Honor  as 
Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  in  North  America.  —  they  have  there¬ 
fore  desired  me,  who  all  along  conducted  their  Case,  to  prepare 
their  Papers,  and  fit  their  Case  for  your  Perusal.  —  If  therefore, 
Sir,  you  can,  and  will  assist  the  Tribe  in  puting  a  Stop  to  the 
hasty  method  the  King  takes  in  destroying  their  Estate,  you  will 
do  an  excellent  piece  of  Service.  —  I  advised  them  to  wait  till 
our  Assembly  should  act  upon  the  affair;  but  the  Delays  have 
provocked  them,  and  two,  or  more  of  them  are  setting  off  next 
week  to  wait  on  you  with  their  Papers,  and  a  short  Petition  which 
I  have  drawn  up  for  them  to  sign.  —  they  have  several  loose 
Papers  to  Shew  you,  such  as  a  List  of  all  the  Lands  conveyed, 
and  also  others  that  can  afford  your  Honor  Information.  —  If 
you  will  be  pleased  to  do  any  thing  for  them,  and  think  proper 
to  honor  me  with  your  Commands  on  their  behalf,  you  may 
depend  on  a  due,  and  honorable  Compliance.  —  If  you  should 
incline  to  know  any  other  particulars  than  I  have  expressed  in 
the  State  of  their  Case,  and  their  Petition  to  you,  Sr.  I  must  refer 
you  to  Toby  Chadwick ,  one  of  the  Messengers  who  carries  this, 
who  is  able  to  inform  you  fully.  — 

I  am  &c  — 

Mathw.  Robinson  — 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  NINEGRETT  ET  AL. 

Contemporary  Copy 1 

(Copy)  [Nov.  15,  1764] 

Petition  of  Thomas  Ninegret  and  ors  of  his  Tribe 

To  the  Honorable  Gen1.  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Newport 
within,  and  for  the  County  of  Newport  on  the  first  Monday  of 
August  AD:  1763  — 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7;  inclosed  in  Matthew 
Robinson  to  Johnson,  Nov.  15,  1764. 
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Humbly  Sheweth 

That  Thomas  Ninegret  Chief  Sachim  of  the  Naraganset 
Tribe  of  Inch,  together  with  the  Principal  Indians  of  said  Tribe, 
are  justly  sensible  of  the  many  favors  they  and  their  Ancestors 
have  from  time  to  time  received  from  the  Colony,  with  whom 
they  have  maintained  the  strictest  friendship  since  the  Settling  of 
the  English  amongst  them;  and  at  all  times  have  Exerted  them¬ 
selves  in  their  Defence  in  the  various  Wars  in  which  the  English 
have  been  unhappily  engaged  with  the  other  Nations  of  Indians 
in  America,  and  have  demeaned  themselves  as  good,  and  faithful 
Subjects  to  his  Majesty,  and  those  of  his  Predecessors,  and 
always  shall  continue  so.  Yet  still  it  hath  so  happened  that 
some  evil,  and  designing  People  with  a  view  of  making  private 
Advantage  to  themselves,  have  industriously  been  for  a  long 
Course  of  Y ears,  endeavoring  to  make,  and  foment  Divisions,  & 
Discord  amongst  the  said  Tribe,  and  alarmed  them  with  needless 
Fears,  and  Jealousies,  to  their  great  Hurt,  and  Disquiet,  who 
otherwise  would  have  remained  peaceable,  quiet,  and  happy:  an 
Instance  of  which  is  now  before  this  Honoble  Assembly  by  a 
Petition  brought  forward,  and  signed  by  some  of  said  Tribe, 
to  which  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  Observe,  that,  it  is  with 
Concern  they  are  obliged  to  say  that  there  is  not  the  least  founda¬ 
tion  for  any  of  those  Charges,  Suggestions,  and  Insinuations  Con¬ 
tained  therein.  They  cannot  pass  unnoticed  the  Introductory  part 
thereof,  “calling  the  legal,  and  Actual  Sachim,  as  a  Person  who 
now  only  acts  as  such,  when  it  is  well  known,  that  he  is  not  only 
the  legal  Heir  according  to  the  Course  of  Descent,  but  as  one 
who  had  the  Voice  of  the  Tribe,  upon  the  decease  of  his  father. 
In  the  said  Petition,  it  is  urged  “that  the  Sachim  hath  sold, 
and  disposed  of  several  great  Tracts  of  Land,  and  are  under 
great  Fears,  and  apprehensions  (as  they  express  themselves)  of 
the  whole  of  his  Estate  being  W asted,  and  Squandered  away,  to 
the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Sachim,  and  his  Tribe,  to  which  your 
Memorialists  answer,  “True  it  is  that  he  the  Sachim  hath  sold 
some  Lands,  &  was  under  Necessity  so  to  do,  —  that  his  father. 
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and  himself  for  near  thirty  Years  last  past,  for  the  Support, 
and  Defence  of  their  Right  in  the  Sachim’s  Lands,  have  been 
engaged  in  Lawsuits  brought  against,  and  by  them,  [in]  almost 
every  Court,  during  that  long  Course  of  Time,  and  was  at  last 
obliged  to  Answer  an  Appeal  brought  against  them,  before  his 
Majesty,  in  Council,  and  was  there  Pending  near  ten  Years 
before  he  could  obtain  a  Decree ;  the  Expence  of  which  Lawsuits 
involved  them  in  so  great  a  Debt,  that  they  could  not  discharge 
it,  without  disposing  of  some  part  of  their  Real  Estate,  as 
they  had  no  Personal  Estate  with  which  to  do  it.  Y  our 
Memorialists  judging  it  was  better  to  dispose  of  some  part  thereof, 
than  the  whole  should  be  lost.  All  which  Lawsuits,  and  Expences 
are  caused  by  some  of  the  Petrs.,  and  others  ready  to  inlist  on 
such  Occasions,  and  who  now  Charge  the  Memorialist  with 
Extravagance  in  being  obliged  to  do  what  is  before  Observed. 
As  to  what  the  Petrs.  farther  suggest  that  they  are  under  Appre¬ 
hensions  the  Memorialists  will  dispose  of  the  Remainder  of  the 
Estate,  is  equally  fallacious;  for  he  is  now  ready,  and  hath 
offered  to  give  them  any  Security  for  the  Lands  they  now 
improve  for  their  Use,  and  that  of  the  Tribe,  they  now  Enjoying 
greater  Rights,  and  Priviledges  than  ever  they  have  done  any 
time  heretofore  in  any  of  the  Sachim’s  Reigns.  —  but  nothing 
seems  to  be  Satisfactory  to  said  Petrs.  but  a  Conveyance  of  the 
whole  of  the  Lands  in  the  Improvement  of  said  Tribe,  to  one 
or  two  of  them,  and  the  other  part  of  the  Tribe  to  depend  on 
them,  which  your  Memorialists  apprehend  would  be  very  Injuri¬ 
ous,  and  unjust.  Your  Memorialists  cannot  conclude  without  re¬ 
turning  the  Government  their  thanks  for  their  Care,  and  Protec¬ 
tion  of  them  heretofore,  not  being  desirous  of  being  further 
troublesome  to  them,  as  now  being  capable  of  taking  prudent 
Care  of  themselves,  and  their  Estates.  — 

Subscribed  — 

Thomas  Ninnegret  John  Daniel  James  Chawcom 
With  152  of  the  Tribe  of  Naraganset  — 
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THE  CASE  AGAINST  THOMAS  NINEGRETT 
Contemporary  Copy1 2 

Colony  Rhode  Island  South  Kingston,  Novr.  15th.  1764 

‘Rhode  Island,  &c  Ss.  — 

State  of  the  Dispute  subsisting  between  part  of  the  Ninnegret 
Tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Naraganset  Country  in  the  Colony  of 
Rhode  Island  in  New  England,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the 
rest  of  said  Tribe  on  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Ninnegret  the 
present  Sachim  of  said  Tribe.  — 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1709,  and  for  ages  before,  time 
Immemorial,  —  Ninnegret  and  his  Tribe  of  Indians  were  Seized, 
and  possessed  of  a  large  Tract  of  Land  situate  in  the  Naraganset 
Country  in  said  Colony,  and  he  the  said  Sachim  Ninnegret  finding 
that  as  the  White  People  grew  in  said  Colony,  and  made  Settle¬ 
ments,  they  imposed  upon  said  Tribe,  and  got  their  Settlements 
from  them,  some  by  fraud,  and  some  by  artful,  and  designing 
Bargains  over-reached  them,  and  some  others  forceably  en¬ 
croached  upon  their  Lands:  “Wherefore  the  said  Sachim  Ninne¬ 
gret  on  the  eighth  day  of  March  1709  did  by  an  Instrument 
under  his  hand,  and  Seal,  covenant  and  agree  with  the  Governor, 
and  Company  of  said  Colony,  that  they  should  have  the  Over¬ 
sight,  &  care  of  his  Land  &c,  and  that  he  would  not  Sell,  or 
Hire  out  any  of  his  Lands  without  their  Consent,  or  Approbation, 
under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  such  Lands  by  him  Sold,  and 
Hired,  —  and  nothwithstanding  which  several  evil  minded  Per¬ 
sons  out  of  Lucre  have  craftily,  and  designedly  Cheated  the  said 
Sachim  of  some  of  his  Lands,  and  of  the  Profits  of  his  other 
Lands,  so  that  he  has  not  sufficient  to  maintain  himself,  &  People 
upon,”  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Law  Book  of  Said  Colony  Lo. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  Inclosed  in  Matthew 
Robinson  to  Johnson,  Nov.  15,  1764. 

2  This  document  in  mutilated  form  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:588- 
91.  In  that  manuscript  the  first  paragraph  given  here  was  the  indorsement. 
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48.  —  And  at  the  same  time  sd.  Sachim  granted  a  large  T ract 
of  Land  to  said  Colony  for  said  Purposes,  as  in,  and  by  said 
Instrument  may  be  seen,  upon  which  in  1713  a  Law  was  made 
forbidding  all  Persons  to  Purchase,  or  Hire  Lands  of  said  Sachim 
without  the  Assent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony, 
under  a  Penalty,  —  and  making  void  said  Grants,  and  Leases, 
and  also  disannulled  all  that  had  been  made  by  said  Sachim 
between  the  Date  of  Said  Instrument,  and  the  making  of  said 
Law.  —  Many  other  Laws  have  been  made  of  the  like  kind 
since,  —  and  no  Lands  were  sold  by  old  Ninnegret,  or  any  of 
his  Posterity  but  by  assent,  and  Approbation  of  the  General 
Assembly  upon  application  made  to  said  Assembly  ’till  within  a 
few  Years  past,  that  designing  Persons  who  had  Views  of 
Interest,  and  withal  had  Influence  in  the  General  Assembly  pre¬ 
vailed  on  said  Assembly  to  Repeal  all  these  Laws,  representing 
that  the  Sachim  ought  to  have  liberty  to  sell  his  Estate  as  he 
pleased,  without  such  Restrictions ;  —  so  that  ever  since,  the 
present  Sachim  Thomas  Ninegret  has  sold  a  great  Number  of 
Farms,  and  is  still  Selling  as  he  pleases,  whereby  the  said  Tribe  is 
in  Danger  of  being  Ruined,  and  left  without  any  Lands  to  live 
upon.  —  And  as  he,  the  said  Sachim  has  prevailed  upon  many 
of  the  Tribe,  (and  other  Indians  that  came  from  abroad,  and 
are  not  of  the  Tribe)  to  sign  a  Petition  to  the  Assembly, 
declaring  their  unwillingness  to  have  the  Lands  divided  from 
said  Sachim,  this  Created  some  Obstruction,  and  the  end  of 
which  will  soon  be,  that  they  will  have  no  Lands  to  live  upon, 
as  the  said  Sachim  is  so  largely  in  Debt,  as  is  supposed  to  the 
nearest  Computation  50,  or  £60,000  our  old  Tenor.  —  the  Lands 
of  the  Tribe  must  go  to  pay  off  that  Debt,  and  build  his  new 
House  —  and  pay  for  his  fine  Pleasure  Boat  that  will  stand 
him  in  4  or  £5000  Old  Tenor. — AVherefore  it  is  necessary 
he  should  be  stopped.  —  and  the  Assembly  thought  so  in  August 
1  763,  when  it  appears  that  the  Upper  House  brought  him  said 
Sachim  to  agree  to  all  those  Lands  being  set  off  to  said  Tribe, 
for  their  use  for  ever,  which  had  been  at  any  time  theretofore 
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appropriated  to  the  use  of  said  Tribe,  as  by  said  Vote  may 
appear.  —  And  he  agreed  to  give  a  Deed  to  said  Tribe  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  same  being  laid  off  to  them,  to  hold  to  said  Tribe 
forever.  Accordingly,  a  Comittee  was  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  who  did  nothing,  as  appears  by  their  Report  —  neither 
was  it  expected  they  ever  would  do  any  thing  in  it,  because 
they  consisted  of  men  of  different  Parties,  and  some  of  them 
strong  Party  men,  and  undertook  to  search  for  Lands  amongst 
said  Tribe,  that  ever  had  aforetime  been  appropriated  to,  or  used 
by  said  Tribe  seperately  from  the  Indian  Sachim,  which  is  a 
matter  that  was  never  Suggested  in  the  making  said  Agreement, 
or  ever  thought  of  by  said  Petrs.  —  For  it  is  well  known  that  all 
the  Lands  amongst  Indians,  are  possessed,  and  Enjoyed  by  the 
Sachim,  &  Indians  together,  —  the  Sachim  not  having  large 
Farms  set  off  to  him  —  and  the  Tribe  enjoying  another  particular 
large  Part  for  them  to  dwell  upon.  —  but  on  the  contrary,  they 
all,  Sachim,  and  Tribe  generally  live  together  in  Towns.  —  there¬ 
fore  it  is  no  wonder  said  Committee  could  not  find  any  Lands  in 
said  Tribe  particularly  appropriated  to  the  Tribe’s  use  seperate 
from  the  Sachim.  — 

The  present  Petitioners,  since  that  Report  was  made,  have 
been  obliged,  by  two  of  them,  to  Petition  the  Assembly  again, 
shewing  the  necessity  of  said  Agreements  being  put  in  force;  for 
they  have  been  in  danger,  some  of  them  of  being  killed  by  some 
of  the  other  part  of  the  Tribe,  —  and  Tom  the  Sachim  is  still 
Selling,  and  Spending  the  Estate.  —  Wherefore  they  pray  that 
Sir  Wm.  Johnson  wou’d  do  something  for  them;  —  for  the 
General  Assembly  keeps  putting  off  doing  anything,  whilst  the 
Sachim  keeps  Selling,  &  their  Ruin  draws  nigh  unless  speedily 
prevented.  — 

It  is  worthy  of  Remark  that  old  Ninnegret  in  1709  by  his 
aforesaid  Agreement,  &  Covenant  with  the  Colony,  alledges 
“that  he,  and  his  People  had  been  so  Cheated,  that  he  had  not 
then  sufficient  to  maintain  himself  upon.”  —  How  small  a  Part 
of  said  Estate  must  be  left  after  such  a  great  Number  of  Farms 
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being  sold  off  since  that  time,  by  the  two  former  deceased 
Sachims,  and  this  present  one?  which  fully  indicates  how  very 
insufficient  the  Estate  yet  undisposed  of  is,  to  support  said  People 
upon.  — 

Signed  — 

Mw.  Robinson  &  Petrs. 

PETITION  OF  NARRAGANSETT  INDIANS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 3 

Rhode  Island,  Novr.  / 5th.  1764 

(Copy) 

To  SlR  William  Johnson  Bar1.  Superintendent  for  Indian 
Affairs  — 

The  Humble  Petition"  of  Samuel  Niles,  and  Ephraim  Coyheis, 
and  others  being  part  of  the  Tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Naraganset 
Country  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  whereof  Thomas  Ninne- 
gret  is  Sachim.  — 

Shew*. 

That  in  June  1763  s  the  Petitioners,  and  others  of  said  Tribe 
petitioned  the  Gener1.  Assembly  of  said  Colony,  Representing 
that  the  said  Sachim  had  sold  a  great  part  of  the  Lands  belong¬ 
ing  to  said  Tribe  wcl\  had  always  appertained  to  their  use  and 
Support,  and  that  he  was  very  extravagant,  and  kept  still  selling 
other  Tracts  without  the  Assent  of  that  Assembly,  or  the  Advice 
of  his  own  Council,  as  always  had  been  done  by  the  Sachims, 
his  Ancestors,  and  that  thereby  said  Tribe  is  in  great  danger 
of  being  ruined,  &  set  a  Starving,  unless  the  Colony,  or  Towns 
should  maintain  them,  —  and  prayed  assistance,  which  procured 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  This  petition  in  mutilated  form  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4-592- 
95. 

3  See  petition  of  the  Narragansetts  to  the  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island 
June  16,  1764,  post  pp.  431-35. 
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an  Agreement  entered  into  [in]  the  Council  Chamber  of  said 
Colony  before  the  Governor,  and  Council  of  said  Colony  in 
August  Anno  Dni  1763,  which  agreement  is  herewith  presented 
to  your  Honor,  —  notwithstanding  which  nothing  has  been  yet 
done  therewith,  and  he  the  said  Sachim  still  keeps  wasting  said 
Estate,  and  Selling  Lands,  and  running  more  in  Debt,  which 
hastens  on  their  Ruin.  And  although  they  have  Petitioned  again 
to  said  Assembly  to  put  said  Agreement  in  Execution,  yet  it 
is  delayed,  and  they  know  not  when  the  Matter  will  be  brought 
to  an  Issue  to  prevent  their  Ruin ;  —  Therefore  they  are  advised 
to  apply  to  your  Honr ;  shewing  all  the  Proceedings  —  and  beg 
that  you  will  please  to  consider  that  this  Tribe  has  always  been 
true  friends  to  his  Majesty  King  George,  and  all  his  Family,  — 
and  this  last  War  sent  out  many  of  their  Young  jpaen,  who 
chearfully  Joined  the  King  of  England’s  Cause  ag'.  his  Majesties 
Enemies,  and  most  of  them  have  died  in  that  Service,  —  and 
their  Fathers,  &  Mothers,  Wives,  and  Children  are  now  likely  to 
starve  at  home  by  the  Extravagance,  and  obstinacy  of  their 
Sachim,  who  will  do  nothing  to  secure  their  Lands  to  said  Tribe 
but  what  he  is  Compelled  to,  he  saying,  “tis  all  his,  and  he  has 
a  Right  to  sell  it  as  he  will  —  that  he  will  sell  it  as  fast  as 
he  pleases  without  asking  them  leave.”  —  We  therefore  pray 
that  your  Honor  will  interpose,  not  only  on  our  behalf,  but  on 
behalf  of  the  whole  Tribe,  and  use  your  Power  conferred  on  you 
by  his  Majesty  King  George  to  Stop  all  future  Grants,  or  Leases 
being  made  by  him  said  Sachim  of  any  said  Lands,  and  to 
procure  that  all  those  Lands  sold  by  him  since  our  Complaint 
first  made  to  the  Gen1.  Assembly  of  said  Colony,  and  all  Leases 
made,  and  entered  into  by  him  since  that  time,  may  be  disannull’d 
and  made  void,  —  and  that  for  the  future  said  Agreement  may 
be  finished,  and  that  said  Sachim  may  be  Compelled  to  finish, 
and  Conclude  it  according  to  the  true  Intent,  and  meaning 
thereof,  —  and  that  said  Tribe  may  (so  long  as  any  of  said 
Tribe  continue)  be  secured  on  said  Estate,  a  safe  Living,  and 
Abiding  for  ever,  without  Molestation  from  their  Sachim,  or 
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any  other  Whites,  or  Indians  forever 

—  And  as  in  Duty  bound 

they  shall  ever  have  reason  to  pray.  - 

Subscribed  by  — 

his 

his 

Elder,  Samuel  ^  Niles 

Ephraim  0  Coyheas 

mark 

mark 

his 

his 

Joseph  X  Coyheas 

T obey  Coyheas 

mark 

mark 

— and  thirty  six  of  the  aforementioned  Tribe  —  as  ‘p  List  of  the 
names  in  the  Superindts.  office  —  annexed  to  the  Petition.  — 


(Copy) 

The  Defence  of  the  Governor  and  Compy.  of  the  English 
Colony  of  Connecticutt  in  New  England  in  America  against 
the  Decree  of  Governor  Dudley  and  others,  in  favor  of  Oweneo, 
chief  Sachim  of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  Shewing  reasons  to  this 
Honoble  Court  why  the  said  Decree  ought  to  be  Reversed.  The 
said  Governor  &  C°.  saving  their  Right  to  have  the  chief 
Sachim  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  called,  or  otherwise  marked, 
singled  out,  and  distinguished  by  some  Act  done  in  Court  from 
the  other  Indians  who  have  appeared  in  Court.  Saving  also 
their  Right  to  know  the  Complaint  of  Oweneo,  heretofore  the 
chief  Sachim  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  to  the  said  Govr.  Dudley, 
and  others,  and  to  have  the  same  produced  by  any  chief  Sachim, 
or  Indian  claiming  Benefit  by  the  said  Decree.  Saving  also  their 
Right  to  be  informed  with  sufficient  Certainty  who  are  the 
Principal  Sachims  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  mentioned  in  the 
Commission  aforesaid,  to  have  been  the  chief  Proprietors  of  the 
Lands  in  this  Colony  of  Connecticutt  in  New  England,  upon 
the  first  Coming  of  the  English  Subjects  to  Inhabit  these  Parts : — 
What  Grant,  or  Grants  they  made  to  the  English  of  what 
Lands,  —  to  whom  in  particular,  and  the  Date,  or  Dates  of 
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said  Deed,  or  Deeds,  in  order  that  such  Deed,  or  Deeds  may 
be  produced  by  the  Govr.  and  C°.  aforesaid,  or  by  such 
Person,  or  Persons  who  have  the  same,  to  this  Court  to  be 
Inspected,  that  it  may  appear  whether  any  Lands,  and  what 
Lands  are  Reserved  therein,  and  also,  that  it  may  be  par¬ 
ticularly  made  to  appear  that  any  such  Reserved  Lands  are 
mentioned,  or  Contained  amongst  the  Lands  described  in  said 
Decree.  —  All  which  Matters,  and  things  the  said  Govr.  &  C°. 
&c  do  save  to  themselves  as  their  Right  to  have  been  done 
before  they  should  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  the  Cause  men¬ 
tioned  in  said  Commission.  And  also  saving  to  the  particular 
Tennants  of  Lands  within  this  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  all  their 
just  Rights  to  particular  Defences  against  the  said  Decree, 
and  to  the  said  Governor,  and  C°.  all  further  Defences  against 
the  said  Decree,  and  Claims  of  Parties  against  the  Governor 
&  C°.  when  the  Causes,  and  Grounds  of  such  Claims  by  the 
Course  of  said  Proceedings  shall  be  made  to  appear,  —  Do 
nevertheless  in  Obedience  to  the  Rules,  and  Orders  of  this 
Court  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  the  Cause,  and  shew  to  this 
Honoble  Court  as  Grounds,  and  Reasons  against  the  said 
Decree  —  as  followeth  —  viz*. 

That  soon  after  the  Coming  of  the  English  to  settle  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticutt  which  was  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
1 636  —  they  formed  themselves  into  a  small  Government,  and 
agreed  upon  a  Plan  for  that  purpose,  in  Consequence  of  which 
they  Elected  &  appointed  their  several  Officers,  the  principal 
whereof  were  the  Governor,  and  Magistrates  which  were  an¬ 
nually  Chosen  to  their  respective  Offices  by  the  People  that 
united  with  them.  — 

That  the  said  English  having  gone  through  with  a  War  with 
the  Pequots  and  Conquered  them,  in  which  Uncas  (who  was 
accounted  a  Pequot,  and  lived  at  Mohegan)  had  been  friendly 
to  the  English,  a  Friendship  was  Cultivated  between  the  English 
and  said  Uncas,  and  his  Men,  who  after  the  Pequot  War,  were 
accounted,  and  treated  as  a  distinct  People,  and  Uncas  as 
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Sachim,  and  first  Sachim  of  that  People.  —  That  thereupon 
Uncas  Sachim  of  the  Mohegans  by  Deed  in  Writing  under  his 
hand  bearing  Date  Septemr.  28th.  1 640  by  the  name  of  Uncas 
al.  Poquion  did  give,  and  freely  Granted  unto  the  Governor, 
and  Magistrates  of  the  English  upon  Connecticutt  River  all  the 
Lands  that  did  belong  to  him,  or  of  Right  ought  to  belong  to 
him  by  what  name  so  ever  it  was  called,  whether,  Mohegan, 
Tomtake,  Aquapamsifye,  Porketamuak,  WippaWake,  Massapeng, 
or  any  for  ever  after  that,  to  dispose  of  as  their  own,  either 
by  Settling  Plantations  of  the  English  thereon,  or  otherwise  as 
should  seem  good  to  them,  Reserving  only  for  the  said  Uncas' s 
own  use  that  Ground  which  at  that  present  time  was  Planted, 
&  in  that  kind  improved  by  him,  and  therein,  and  thereby 
Covenanted,  not  to  suffer  (as  far  as  he  had  power)  any  English, 
or  any  other  to  sit  down,  or  Plant  within  any  of  those  Limits, 
which  before  that  Grant,  did  belong  to  him,  without  the  Con¬ 
sent,  and  Approbation  of  the  said  Magistrates,  or  Governor  at 
Connecticutt  aforesaid,  and  this  the  said  Uncas  therein  also 
declared  he  did  upon  mature  Consideration,  and  good  Advice 
freely,  and  without  any  Constraint,  Also  at  the  same  time  the 
s‘h  English  freely  gave  to  the  said  Uncas  5  /i  Yards  of  Trucking 
Cloth  with  Stockings,  and  other  things  as  a  Gratuity,  whereby, 
and  by  force  whereof  the  said  English  Subjects  became  seized 
and  possessed  of  all  the  Lands  within  the  said  Uncas' s  Claim, 
and  Right,  Saving  the  said  Lands  reserved  in  and  by  the  afore¬ 
said  Grant,  which  was  but  a  small  Quantity;  which  sd.  Grant 
and  Reserve  is  (as  the  said  Governor,  and  C°.  have  been 
informed,  and  do  really  believe,  and  hope  to  Prove)  that  very 
Grant,  and  Reserve  referred  to  in  and  by  the  Commission  of 
Queen  Anne  to  the  said  Governor  Dudley,  and  others.  — 

And  the  said  Govr.,  and  C°.  do  further  shew  that  the  said 
Reserved  Lands  being  very  uncertainly  described  in  the  Deed 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  Uncas  being  willing  to  give  up  & 
dispose  of  all  his  Lands,  and  Claims  within  this  Colony  to  the 
English,  and  they  desirous  of  having  the  Native  Indian  Right 
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to,  and  within  the  whole  of  said  Uncas’s  Claim.  Major  John 
Mason  one  of  the  said  English  Subjects,  and  a  Principal  Mem¬ 
ber  in,  and  of  their  Government,  obtained  one  other  Deed  of, 
and  from  the  said  Uncas,  together  with  his  Brother  called 
Wawegua,  bearing  date  at  Mohegan  the  15th.  of  August  1659 
well  executed  under  their  hands;  in,  and  by  which,  they,  as 
Sachims  of  the  Mohegan  Country,  did  in  Consideration  of  a 
valuable  Consideration,  Give  Grant,  Bargain,  and  sell  unto 
Major  John  Mason  aforesaid  all  the  Lands  that  did  belong  to 
their  Territories  then  possessed  by  them,  or  that  had  before  that 
time  belonged  to  their  Predecessors,  with  all  Corn,  and  Corn 
Lands  wheresoever,  and  Covenanted  that  the  said  Major  his 
Heirs,  and  Assigns  should  peaceably  enjoy  the  same  without 
Molestation,  or  Incumberance  by  which  Deed  the  said  Sachems 
disposed  of  those  Lands,  which  had  been  Reserved  as  aforesaid 
by  the  Deed  of  Septemr.  28'L  1 640,  as  aforesaid.  — 

That  soon  after  the  making  of  the  said  Deed  to  the  said 
Mason  (viz'.)  on  the  14th.  day  of  March  1660,  he  the  said 
Major  Mason  Conveyed  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  those 
Lands  that  the  said  Uncas,  and  Wawegua  had  Granted  to  him, 
as  appears  by  the  publick  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt 
in  the  following  Words  (viz'.)  “the  Jurisdiction,  Power  over 
that  Land  that  Uncas,  &  Wawegua  have  made  over  to  Major 
Mason  is,  by  him  Surrendered  to  this  Colony,”  —  Nevertheless 
for  the  Laying  out  those  Lands  to  Farms,  or  Plantations,  the 
Court  doth  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  Major  Mason.  —  It  is  also 
Ordered,  and  Provided  with  the  Consent  of  Major  Mason,  that 
Uncas,  and  Wawegua,  and  their  Indians,  and  Successors  shall 
be  supplied  with  sufficient  Planting  Ground  at  all  times,  as  the 
Court  sees  Cause,  out  of  that  Land,  —  and  the  Major  doth 
reserve  for  himself  a  Competency  of  Land  sufficient  to  make 
a  Farm,  whereby  the  said  Sachems,  and  the  said  Mason  dis¬ 
posed  of  all  their  aforesaid  Lands  to  the  Colony,  —  And  the 
said  Colony,  thereby  also  Agreed  with  the  said  Mason  in  favor 
of  the  said  Sachems,  &  Indians  to  provide  them  with  Planting 
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Ground,  and  to  allow  to  the  said  Mason  a  Farm  out  of  the 
Lands,  thereby  appearing  to  belong  to  the  said  Colony,  And 
thereby  it  appears  that  the  said  Indian  Sachems,  &  their  People 
agreed  after  that  time  to  hold  their  Lands,  which  they  should 
afterwards  Hold,  Possess,  or  Improve,  from,  and  under  the 
English,  and  thereupon,  more  fully  to  Vest  the  Property  in  the 
English  Colony;  and  to  remove  all  Doubts,  and  Disputes  the 
said  Uncas,  and  his  two  Sons  Oweneo,  and  Attaxvonhood  did 
by  their  Deed  bearing  Date  the  20th.  of  May  1661  Confirm 
the  said  Deed  of  August  the  15th,  1659  to  the  said  Major 
Mason  his  Heirs,  and  Assigns  forever,  and  therein  did  declare 
that  it  was  a  Deed  of  Sale  of  all  their  Lands,  and  Territories 
within  their  whole  Claim,  and  that  it  was  made  with  the  Consent 
of  all  their  People  of  Mohegan,  And  Covenanted  that  neither 
they  nor  their  Heirs,  would  ever  thereafter,  trouble,  or  molest 
the  said  Mason  his  Heirs  nor  Assigns  in  the  quiet  Enjoyment 
of  the  above  mentioned  Lands.  —  that  thereupon  the  said  English 
Subjects  having  obtained  the  aforesaid  Lands,  and  diverse  other 
Lands  by  Purchase  as  aforesaid,  and  having  long  before  obtained 
some  other  Parts  of  the  said  Colony  by  Conquest,  they  United, 
and  agreed  together  to  make  their  Petition  to  his  late  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  second  to  be  Incorporated  with  Powers  of 
Government,  and  for  his  Majesties  Grant,  and  Confirmation  of 
those  Lands  obtained  by  Indian  Purchases,  and  Conquest,  as 
aforesaid.  — 

Whereupon  John  Winthrop,  the  said  John  Mason  with 
divers  others,  being  Persons  principally  interested  in  the  said 
Colony,  by  their  humble  Petition  to  his  late  Majesty  King 
Charles  the  Second,  Informed  him  that  the  said  Colony  of 
Connecticutt,  or  the  greatest  Part  thereof,  was  Purchased,  and 
obtained  for  great,  and  Valuable  Considerations,  and  some  other 
parts  thereof  gained  by  Conquest,  and  with  much  difficulty,  and 
at  the  only  Endeavors,  Expence,  and  Charge  of  them,  and  their 
Asociates,  and  those  under  whom  they  Claim  Subdued,  and 
improved,  and  thereby  became  a  considerable  Enlargement,  and 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


419 


Addition  to  the  Dominion,  and  Interest  of  his  said  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  Second,  in  these  Parts.  —  In  Consideration 
whereof  &c  his  said  Majesty  by  his  Letters  Patent,  or  Charter 
under  the  great  Seal  of  England  bearing  Date  at  Westminster 
the  23d.  day  of  April  in  the  14th.  Year  of  his  Reign,  Erected 
the  said  John  Winthrop,  John  Mason,  and  others  into  a  Cor¬ 
poration  in  Name,  and  Fact,  by  the  Name  of  the  Governor,  and 
Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  in  America  with  Powers  of  Government,  and  gave, 
granted,  and  Confirmed  the  Lands  described  in  the  same  Patent, 
including  the  Lands  Claimed,  and  Purchased  from,  and  under 
the  Mohegan  Sachems  as  aforesaid  unto  the  Governor,  and  C°. 
aforesaid,  and  their  Successors,  Whereby  the  said  Governor, 
&  Compy.  of  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticutt  became  Seized 
of  the  said  Lands,  to  Llold  the  same  upon  T  rust,  and  for  the 
use,  and  benefit  of  themselves,  and  their  Associates,  Freemen 
of  the  said  Corporation  &c.  — 

That  thereupon  some  short  time  afterwards  the  said  Governor, 
and  C°.  at  a  General  Assembly  held  at  Hartford  May  the 
14th.  1663  Granted  unto  the  said  Major  Mason  a  Farm  of 
500  Acres  to  be  laid  out  where  he  should  chuse  it,  and  in  1664 
the  said  Major  Mason  desired  to  take  up  his  Farm  at  a  certain 
Place  by  him  mentioned  to  the  Court,  which  the  Court  agreed 
to,  all  wcL  were  as  a  Recompense  to  the  said  Mason  for  his 
good  Services  relating  to  the  Indian  Purchases  aforesaid,  and 
in  Conformity  to  the  said  Agreement  in  1 660,  and  the  said 
Govr.  &  C°.  have  always  taken  sufficient  Care  that  the  Indians 
should  be  supplied  with  sufficient  Planting  Ground.  —  Where¬ 
upon  the  said  Governor,  and  C°.  observe,  and  say,  that  as  the 
Principal  Cause  set  forth  in  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne  s 
Commission,  and  again  Recited  in  the  present  Commission, 
by  which  this  Court  is  held  (to  be  Reviewed)  is,  the  Mohegan 
Indian’s  native  Right  to  certain  Lands  Reserved  by  the  said 
Indians  in  their  Grants  to  the  English,  and  the  Wrong  done 
them  by  taking  away,  and  Dispossessing  them  of  said  Lands  by 
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an  Act,  or  Order  of  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticutt,  and  other  Injuries,  and  Violences  re¬ 
specting  the  same,  —  And  in  as  much  as  by  the  foregoing 
Grants,  Sales,  Agreements,  Declarations,  and  Transactions,  it 
appears  that,  whatsoever  Lands  were  at  first  Reserved  by  the 
said  Indian  Sachems,  they  had  long  before  the  Granting  of  said 
Commission  in  1704  Disposed  of,  and  Conveyed  the  same  to 
the  English  Subjects  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  they  were  all 
Granted,  and  Passed  at  that  time  of  the  said  Charter  to  the 
Governor  and  Compy.  aforesaid,  and  by  said  Charter  vested 
in  the  Governor  &  C°.  in  full  &  absolute  Property,  and  Right  in 
Law;  —  Therefore  the  said  Judgement,  or  Decree  of  Governor 
Dudley,  and  others  in  1705,  was  without  any  just  foundation, 
and  plainly  contrary  to  the  Truth  of  the  Fact,  relating  to  the 
said  Reserved  Lands  (about  which,  and  Matters  relating  thereto, 
the  first  Commissioners  under  the  said  first  Commission,  were 
only  to  enquire,  and  determine)  and  for  this  Cause,  the  said 
Decree  ought  to  be  Reversed,  and  made  Null,  and  void;  —  And 
the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  humbly  conceive  they  need  not  in 
obedience  to  the  Rule  of  this  Court,  shew  further  Reasons  why 
the  said  Decree  should  be  Reversed.  —  But  in  as  much  as  the 
said  Governor,  and  C°.  are  desirous  to  wipe  off  all  unjust,  and 
unreasonable  Aspersions  that  have  frequently  been  cast  upon  the 
Honor,  and  Justice  of  this  Government,  in  their  Conduct  towards 
the  said  Mohegan  Indians,  and  that  they  may  set  forth  such  new 
Matter  relating  to  the  said  Cause,  as  may  shew  further  Reasons 
why  the  said  Decree  ought  not  to  be  of  any  force,  or  Effect 
at  this  day,  they  further  say  that  nothwithstanding,  at  divers 
times,  the  said  Indians,  by  the  Instigation,  and  Sollicitation  of 
divers  evil  minded  Persons,  Subjects  of  this  Government,  who 
have  sought  to  make  private  Interest  to  themselves,  by  making 
pretended  Purchases  of  some  of  those  above  mentioned  Lands 
of,  and  from  the  Mohegan  Sachems,  and  have  induced,  and 
prevailed  on  the  said  Sachems  to  believe,  or  at  least  to  pretend 
to  believe  they  were  Owners,  and  Proprietors  of  all  the  Lands 
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originally  Claimed  by  them,  and  might  Sell  the  same  over 
again,  contrary  to  the  just  Right  of  the  said  Governor  and 
Compy.  to  the  great  Disturbance,  Trouble,  and  Expence  of 
this  Government,  Yet  they  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  abating  all 
just  Resentments  on  this  head,  have  always  carried  it,  and 
behaved  with  great  kindness  6c  tenderness  towards  said 
Indians.  —  Wherefore  the  said  Governor  and  Compr.  in  Con¬ 
formity  to  the  Prejudicate  Opinion  of  the  said  Sachems  in 
favor  of  their  pretended  Right,  and  for  preserving  Peace  with 
the  said  Sachems,  6c  the  Tranquility  of  this  Province,  did  on 
the  1 8th.  of  May  1 68 1  Enter  into  Articles,  and  Agreement  with 
old  Uncas  the  first  Sachem  before  mentioned,  who  amongst 
others  things  Resigned  up  to  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticutt 
all  his  Lands,  and  Territories,  binding  himself  his  Heirs,  and 
Successors  that  he  would  make  no  other  Dispose  of  them  to  any 
Person,  or  People  whatsoever,  without  the  Colony’s  Grant,  and 
allowance  first  had,  and  Obtained,  and  that  they  should  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  into  Plantations,  Villages,  or  Farms  according  as  the 
General  Court  of  said  Colony  should  Order,  and  determine  the 
same,  —  the  said  Uncas  to  Receive  such  reasonable  Satisfaction 
for  his  Supposed  Propriety  in  such  Lands,  as  he,  and  the 
Purchasers  should  agree  upon.  And  the  said  Governor,  and 
C°.,  amongst  other  things,  thereby  did  agree  that  in  case  the 
said  Uncas  and  his  People  fullfilled  on  their  part  their  Agree¬ 
ment,  that  then,  whatever  Plantations  the  sd.  Goverr.  and  C°. 
should  grant  to  any  People  in  that  Tract,  which  had  been 
the  Mohegan  Country,  and  Territories,  they  the  said  Govr.  and 
C°.  would  take  Care  that  a  Sufficiency  of  Lands  for  the  said 
Indians,  6c  their  Successors  should  still  be  reserved  for  them  to 
plant  on,  and  that  such  a  just  Price  Should  be  paid  for  the 
Residue  as  should  be  agreed  upon.  —  Whereby  the  said  Govr. 
and  C°.,  although  they  had  obtained  from  those  Indians  their 
whole  Claim  long  before,  and  did  not  want  any  further  Title 
against  them,  yet  in  Condesension  to  those  Opinions  those  Indians 
were  Prejudiced  with,  and  the  better  to  preserve  Peace,  and 
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a  good  Understanding  with  them;  they  the  said  Governor  &  C°. 
agreed  that  something  should  be  paid  for  those  Lands  as  they 
from  time  to  time  should  be  Settled  by  the  English:  in  Conse¬ 
quence  of  which  Agreement  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  have 
taken  Care  that  some  Satisfaction  has  always  since  been  made 
to  the  said  Indians  for  all  Lands  granted,  and  settled  into  Towns 
&  Plantations  within  the  Lands  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Mohegans. — And  further  they  say  that  the  better  to  fullfill, 
and  Conform  to  said  Agreement,  they  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  in 
the  year  1683  &  1684  Enquired  into  the  Extent,  and  Limits 
of  the  Mohegan  Sachem’s  Claims,  or  Countrys,  the  better  to 
know  when  a  Plantation  granted,  and  Settled,  was  within,  and 
when  without  their  antient  Territory.  —  but  this  was  done,  not 
with  any  Apprehension  of  any  need  of  any  further  Purchase 
of  any  native  Indian  Property,  the  same  having  been  often 
granted,  and  Conveyed  to  them  before,  but  was  done  only  for 
the  sake  of  Peace,  pursuant  to  the  Agreement  aforesaid,  all 
which  was  an  extraordinary  Act  of  kindness  towards  the  said 
Indians,  over  whom  the  Government  have  had  a  general  Care, 
and  Guardianship  ever  since.  —  And  the  said  Govr.  &  C°.  have 
from  time  to  time  always  taken  Care  to  see  the  said  Agree¬ 
ment  f ullfilled,  for  wch.  Purpose  the  General  Court  of  said 
Colony  in  1692  on  Oweneo’s  Request,  Consented  &  allowed 
that  he  the  said  Oweneo  should  not  sell  his  Land  without  Cap'. 
Samuel  Mason’s  Consent  &c,  thereby  the  better  to  prevent  the 
said  Oweneo’s  being  imposed  on,  and  so  loosing  the  satisfaction 
agreed  on  by  the  said  Articles,  to  be  paid  for  the  Lands  to  be 
settled  into  Plantations  &c  as  aforesaid,  but  did  not  positively, 
and  absolutely  Subject,  and  Limit  the  sd.  Oweneo  to  the  said 
Captn.  Mason’s  Pleasure,  nor  did  the  said  Governor  &  C°. 
give  the  said  Mason  any  Power  not  Subject  to  their  Controul.  — 
That  at  divers  times  before  the  Year  1681,  and  since  the  said 
Uncas,  Oweneo,  and  other  Succeeding  Sachems  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians  have  sold  (beside  the  General  Sales  before  the  Year 
1662)  by  particular  Sales  to  sundry  towns  and  particular  Per- 
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sons,  all  the  Lands  within  the  Mohegan  Territories,  antiently 
so  Called,  and  particularly  all  those  Tracts  of  Lands  mentioned 
in  the  Judgement  of  Joseph  Dudley  Esquire  &c  given  in  the 
Year  1705,  —  and  even  those  particular  Sales  were  all  made 
before  the  giving  that  Judgement  (excepting  those  Lands  in  the 
said  Judgement,  or  Decree,  called  the  Sequestered  Lands,  part  of 
which  they  then  lived  upon,  and  which,  because  the  Government 
had  promised  to  Reserve  a  Sufficiency  for  them  for  Planting 
Ground,  so  the  Government  hath  always  allowed  them  to  Hold 
the  same,  and  Considered  those  Lands,  as  the  said  Indian’s 
Land)  though  at  that  time,  they  had  little,  or  no  Title  in  in 
Severalty  thereto,  —  and  instead  of  taking  away  from  them  the 
said  Lands  by  Act  of  Assembly,  and  Granting  the  same  to  the 
Towns  of  New  London,  and  Colchester,  as  is  falsely  alledged 
in  the  Judgement  aforesaid,  the  said  Govr.  and  C°Tby  an  Act 
of  Assembly  made  with  Oweneo’s  full  Consent,  and  Approba¬ 
tion,  in  May  1703,  the  better  to  Secure  those  Lands  to  the  sd. 
Indians,  did  annex  the  same  Lands  to  the  Town,  and  Jurisdiction, 
&  Power  of  New  London,  with  an  Express  Saving  to  the 
Indians  of  their  Property,  and  Rights;  and  the  same  is  also 
saved  or  rather  Confirmed  to  the  said  Indians  by  the  Patent 
given  to  New  London  in  1  704  including  those  Lands,  which 
Act  of  Assembly  is  Supposed  to  be  the  Act  referred  to  in 
Queen  Anne’s  Commission,  and  Recited  in  his  Majesties  Com¬ 
mission  by  which  this  Court  is  held,  and  the  same  is  therein 
Represented  to  be  an  Act  by  which  the  Lands  reserved  by 
the  Indian  Sachims,  in  their  first  Grants,  were  taken  from  the 
Mohegans,  which  Act  in  Truth,  was  so  contrary  to  that  Repre¬ 
sentation,  that  it  was  an  Act  of  great  kindness  to  them,  and  by 
which  those  Lands  were  much  better  Secured  to  them,  than 
before,  and  were  thereby  brought  within  the  Limits  of  a  Town, 
and  the  same  Indians,  under  the  Priviledges,  and  Protections 
thereof,  not  only  as  to  their  Lands,  but  also  as  to  their  Persons, 
and  Families,  —  Whereupon  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  say  that 
the  sd.  Judgement  contains  Facts  plainly  contrary  to  the  Evidence 
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in  that  Case,  and  is  founded  on  false  Suggestions,  and  Misrepre¬ 
sentations  made  by  Oweneo,  or  more  probably  by  him,  at  the 
Instance  of  some  Persons,  who  in  seeking  their  own  Interest  on 
the  Ruins  of  the  said  Indian’s  Rights,  were  prevented  of  their 
intended  Design  by  those  very  Acts  of  Government  in  kindness 
to  the  said  Indians,  which  secured  those  Lands  to  the  said 
Indians.  —  Wherefore  the  said  Governor,  and  Compy.  say  said 
Judgement  ought  to  be  Set  aside  and  declared  null,  and  void, 
and  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  in  further  Proof  of  their  Justice, 
Honor,  &  kindness  towards  the  Mohegan  Indians,  do  say  that, 
since  the  giving  of  said  Judgement,  they  have  always  taken  Care 
of  them,  not  Resenting  Oweneo’s  Complaint,  and  Prosecution 
against  them,  Supposing  it  to  be  by  other  Persons  means  that 
the  Controversy  was  Stirred  up,  and  Carried  on :  —  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  from  time  to  time  have  had  a 
general  Oversight  over  the  said  Indians,  and  Care  of  their 
Rights,  —  and  nothwithstanding,  one  friend,  or  other,  as  they 
pretended,  persuaded  Oweneo  to  sell  great  Part  of  the  aforesaid 
Lands,  called  the  Sequestered  Lands,  more  especially  the 
Western  Part,  and  at  last  by  one  General  Deed  on  the  10th. 
of  May  1710 ,  Sold  all  the  Western  Part,  &  made  some  few 
other  Sales  in  the  Eastern  part,  by  which  means,  there  were 
sundry  disputes  &  difficulties  arisen  between  said  Indians,  and 
those  to  whom  they  had  Sold,  respecting  said  Lands,  &  there¬ 
upon  the  General  Court  of  the  said  Colony,  being  informed 
by  Petition  of  Cesar,  their  chief  Sachem  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  of  the  very  unsettled  State  of  said  Indians,  and  the 
Contentions  about  said  Lands,  did  out  of  Regard  to  said  Mohe¬ 
gan  Indians,  and  at  their  Request,  and  Desire,  take  the  same  into 
Consideration,  and  in  order  to  provide  a  Remedy  for  said  Indians, 
did  appoint  their  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Same,  and  in 
October  1718,  on  the  Information  of  their  said  Committee,  the 
said  General  Court  appointed  a  further  Committee  with  full 
power  to  Settle  all  those  Differences  amongst  the  said  Indians, 
and  English  there,  and  to  provide  for  the  Settlement  of  the 
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Gospel  Ministry  amongst  them,  which  Committee,  did  enquire 
into,  Settle,  accomodate,  and  determine  all  Differences,  Disputes, 
and  Controversies,  then  Subsisting,  to  the  general  Satisfaction  of 
the  chief  Sachems,  and  Mohegan  Indians,  and  the  English  Pur¬ 
chasers  of  Part  of  said  Lands,  respecting  the  Sales  by  the  said 
Sachems  made,  and  the  just  Payment  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor, 
and  in  the  Conclusion  settled  upon,  and  Sequestered  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Mohegan  Indians  betwen  four  and  five  thousand 
Acres  of  good  Land,  which  from  that  time  they  have  enjoyed, 
&  have  a  more  indisputable  Right  to  the  same,  than  they  ever 
had  to  any  Lands  since  the  Year  1659  when  they  Sold  all 
their  Native  Right  so  called,  —  which  having  finished  the  said 
Controversies  as  aforesaid,  their  Doings  by  an  Act  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  of  said  Colony  were  confirmed  the  1  1th.  of  May  1721 ,  by 
means  whereof,  all,  and  all  manner  of  Controversies  then  Sub¬ 
sisting  between  the  said  Indians,  and  English  were  put  to  an 
End.  —  all  which  the  said  Govr.  and  C°.  did  at  their  own 
Cost,  and  Expence,  and  during  all  the  time  since  the  said 
Decree  of  Govr.  Dudley,  and  others,  and  said  Sequestration 
and  Settlement  by  the  last  Act  of  Assembly  the  Indians  have 
made  no  Pretence  of  Claim,  or  Challenge  to  any  other  Lands 
than  those  only  within  the  Bounds  of  the  said  Sequestered 
Lands,  —  neither  have  they  had  any  Controversy  with  the 
Government  respecting  the  same,  ’till  a  Controversy  was  Stirred 
up  by  Cap*.  John  Mason,  —  but  have  had  their  Dependance 
upon  them  for  their  Advice,  and  Assistance,  which  the  said 
Govr.,  and  Colony  afforded,  as  Occasion,  and  Opportunity  pre¬ 
sented.  —  that  thereupon  the  said  Indians  being  Settled  upon, 
and  Secured  in  their  said  Lands,  Captain  John  Mason,  by  Act 
of  Assembly  of  the  said  Colony  in  October  1  723  at  his  Request, 
was  permitted  to  go  and  live  on  the  said  Indian’s  Land,  which 
Permission  the  Colony  intended,  and  made  in  favor  to  said 
Indians,  more  particularly  that  the  said  Indians  might  by  him  be 
Instructed,  Civilized,  and  Christianized,  who  accordingly  soon 
went  there,  and  there  continued  in  Peace  for  some  time,  &  the 
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said  Govr.  and  C°.  Supposed,  and  believed  they  should  have  no 
more  Controversies  about  with  said  Indians  about  these  aforesaid 
Lands,  or  any  others,  —  but  so  it  happened  that  the  said  Captain 
Mason  endeavoring  to  make  an  Interest  to  himself  to  the  Preju¬ 
dice  of  the  said  Indians,  obtained  from  the  Sachim,  and  Council 
of  the  said  Tribe,  or  Nation  the  aforesaid  Writing  produced  by 
Mr.  Bollan,  bearing  Date  the  21st.  day  of  October  A:D  1724. 
Signed  by  their  Sachem,  and  Council  aforesaid,  by  which  the 
said  Mason  induced  the  said  Indians  to  declare  they  had  made 
him  Guardian  to  have  the  whole  Disposal  of  their  Affairs,  and 
Improvement  of  their  Lands,  as  his  Ancestors  had  before  him. 
and  to  agree  he  should  Improve  said  Land  not  only  for  their 
use  as  the  Government  ordered,  but  to  add  that  he  should  improve 
the  same  to  the  Benefit  of  himself,  and  his  Heirs  for  ever,  by 
means  whereof  he  soon  claimed  the  Guardianship  and  use  of 
these  Lands,  without  Inspection  of,  or  Subjection  to  the  orders 
of  the  Government  respecting  the  same :  —  but  the  Government, 
by  their  Care,  and  Guardianship  over  them,  preserved  them 
from  his  Endeavors,  and  defeated  his  Intentions.  —  Thereupon 
he  Stirred  up  new  Controversies  upon  the  old  Foundation,  and 
still  under  Pretence  of  Regard  to  the  Indians,  and  pretending  to 
appear  for  them,  applied  for  the  aforesaid  Commission,  which 
was  granted  in  1737,  wherein  it  is  Suggested  that  Differences 
have  arisen,  and  do  arise  between  the  Mohegan  Indians,  and 
the  said  Colony  of  Connecticutt  which  the  said  Govr.  and  C°. 
declare  they  believe,  and  hope  to  prove  are  all  owing  to  his,  and 
his  Son’s  John  Masons,  and  Samuel  Mason’s  Suggestions,  and 
Insinuations  without  any  just,  and  true  foundation,  and  there¬ 
upon  the  said  Governor  &  C°.,  as  they  have  always  endeavoured 
to  quiet  the  said  Indians,  whenever  they  were  made  uneasy 
through  any  false  Representations  of  others,  or  Mistakes  of  their 
own,  and  in  Condescention  to  the  Weakness  of  their  Capacity, 
in  order  to  prevent  future  Differences,  paid  to  the  Chief  Sachem, 
and  principal  Heads  of  the  said  Mohegan  Indians  a  Valuable 
Consideration,  who  also  knowing  that  the  said  Governor  & 
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Compy.  had  treated  that  1  ribe  with  Justice,  and  kindness,  and 
that  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  Care  of  the  said  Govr.  and  C°., 
that  the  Lands  they  now  possess,  had  been  Secured  to  them,  and 
that  if  the  Colony  had  not  interposed  for  their  Protection  and 
Relief,  they  should  have  possessed  no  Lands,  nor  even  so  much 
as  have  been  a  distinct  People  known  in  this  Country,  in  Con¬ 
descension  whereof,  the  chief  Sachim,  and  Principal  Heads,  with 
others  of  said  Tribe,  by  their  Deed  in  Writing  under  their  Hands, 
and  Seals,  bearing  Date  the  28th.  of  Febry.  A:D  1737/8  — 
did  Release,  Discharge  and  acquit  the  said  Govr.  &  Compy., 
and  all  other  Persons  from  the  said  Decree  given  by  the  said 
first  Commissioners,  and  of,  and  from  all  other  Claims,  Actions, 
Causes  of  Action,  Processes,  Judgements,  Costs,  Executions, 
Dues,  and  Demands  whatsoever;  — And  as  a  further  Evidence 
of  their  Opinion  of  the  kindness,  and  Justice  of  the  said  Govr. 
and  Compy.  towards  them  in  their  Transactions  &  Dealings  with, 
the  chief  Sachem  of  the  said  Nation  Benjamin  Uncas,  and  the 
principal  Heads  of  the  said  Mohegan  Indians  are  here  ready, 
and  the  said  Benj".  Uncas  hath  been  several  days  waiting  to  be 
called  in  the  name  of  chief  Sachem,  to  Renounce,  and  Disclaim 
the  present  Suit,  and  the  said  Decree,  and  all  benefit  thereby, 
which  Renunciation,  and  Disclaimer,  the  said  Governor  and 
C°.  are  Interested  in ;  —  and  the  said  Govr.  and  Compy.  do  say 
that  the  said  Benjamin  Uncas,  otherwise  called  Ben  Uncas,  is 
now  the  true,  and  right  chief  Sachim  of  the  Mohegan  Indians, 
&  hath  been  chief  Sachim  of  the  said  Mohegan  Indians  for 
about  the  space  of  eighteen  Years  last  past,  and  hath  been 
generally  known,  Received,  and  Treated  with  as  such,  —  And 
for  these  as  well  as  other  Reasons  offered  in  the  Course  of 
these  Proceedings  in  this  Suit,  they  do  humbly  insist  upon  it  as 
their  Right  that  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  may 
be  called  that  it  may  Judicially  appear  in  this  Court,  who  is  the 
chief  Sachem  by  the  Commission  aforesaid  appointed  to  be 
Summoned  before  this  Court,  who  has  not  yet  been  called,  or 
acknowledged  under  that  Stile,  or  Character,  or  distinguished 
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in  this  Court  from  any  private  Indian  of  that  Nation;  and  the 
said  Govr.  &  Compy.  further  declare  that  they  have  always 
taken  more  particular  Care  of  the  said  Indians  in  the  said  Colony, 
than  of  the  English  Subjects  within  the  same,  with  regard  to  their 
helpless  State  &  Circumstances,  And,  for  that  Purpose  have  pro¬ 
vided  Lands  for  all  their  several  Tribes,  or  Families  of  Indians, 
remaining  in  the  Colony,  and  have  made  several  Laws  in  their 
favor,  particularly  an  Act  made  in  the  13th.  Year  of  his  late 
Majesty  King  George  Entituled  an  Act  for  preventing  Encroach¬ 
ments  on  Lands  Sequestered  for  the  Indians,  whereby  it  is 
provided  that  no  Limitation  of  time  shall  be  Pleaded  against 
them  in  any  Suit  for  the  Recovery  of  their  Possessions,  as  it 
may  against  the  English  in  Suits  for  Lands,  —  and  whenever 
there  has  been  Occasion  for  a  Suit  in  favor  of  the  Indians,  and 
especially  for  the  Mohegans,  this  Colony  has  taken  the  Care 
and  Burthen  thereof,  of  which  several  Instances  may  be  produced 
in  Evidence.  —  And  the  said  Govr.  &  C°.  further  declare  that 
the  several  Purchases  made  of,  and  the  Transactions  with  the 
several  Tribes,  or  Nations  of  Indians  in  this  Colony  from  the 
beginning  thereof,  have  generally  been  made  with  the  Sachem, 
or  Sachems  of  such  Indians,  as  Sovereign  Head,  or  Heads  of 
such  Tribe,  or  Nation,  and  not  with  particular  Person  or  Persons 
of  such  Tribe,  or  Nation;  and  all  Acts  done  by,  and  with  such 
chief  Sachim  of  such  Tribe,  or  Nation  are,  and  have  been  always 
esteemed  to  be  as  valid,  and  good  in  Law,  as  if  the  whole  Nation, 
or  Tribe  had  personally  Joined  with  their  Sachims  in  the  said 
Act.  —  And  they  do  further  say,  that  great  favor  is  due  to  all 
Acts  relating  to  Property,  which  are  done  in  the  Infant  State 
of  any  Country,  and  nicety  of  forms  are  not  to  be  expected 
under  such  Circumstances,  where  the  Honesty  of  Intention  is 
Sufficiently  declared  by  the  Parties:  And  the  said  Govr.  and 
Compy.  do  further  say  that  many  People  in  this  Colony  have 
honestly  Purchased,  and  settled,  and  made  Improvements  on 
divers  parts  of  the  Lands  described  in  the  said  Decree,  and  now 
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brought  into  Question  by  this  Suit,  and  have  lived,  and  spent 
their  Days  thereon,  some  twenty,  some  thirty,  some  forty,  some 
fifty,  some  sixty,  some  Seventy  Years,  and  that  the  Number  of 
said  Families  do  now  amount  to  five,  or  six  hundred,  or  upwards, 
the  Dispossessing  of  whom,  would  Ruin  them,  and  tend  to  the 
Demolishing  of  many  Christian  Churches,  and  Depopulating  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Colony,  and  turning  it  once  again  into  a 
Wilderness,  contrary  to  his  Majesties  declared  Intention  to  this 
Colony  in  their  Charter  of  Incorporation :  —  And  the  said 
Govr.  and  Compy.  do  further  declare  that  no  Person  hath  hereto¬ 
fore  had  Guardianship  of  and  over  the  said  Indians,  or  any 
other  Tribe  of  Indians  in  this  Colony,  but  such  as  have  been 
Subjects  to,  Dependant  upon,  and  under  the  Inspection,  and 
Controul  of  this  Government,  whose  Guardianship  they  have 
always  granted,  and  taken  away  as  they  saw  Cause,  —  and 
declare,  and  protest  against  the  said  John,  and  Samuel  Mason, 
their  having  any  Right  of  Guardianship  of  and  over  said 
Mohegan  Indians  at  this  day,  and  do  hereby  assert  that  the  said 
Govr.  and  Compy.  have  Right  and  Authority  according  to  antient 
Stipulations,  Covenants,  and  Agreements  with  the  said  Indians, 
and  according  to  Usage,  and  Custom  from  first  to  last,  to  have, 
and  Exercise  a  Guardianship,  and  Oversight  over  the  said 
Mohegan  Indians  in  all  things  that  relate  to  their  Interest,  and 
Advantage:  Yet  nevertheless,  that  the  Honor,  and  Justice  of 
the  said  Government  in  regard  to  their  Conduct  towards  the 
said  Mohegan  Indians  may  appear,  the  said  Govr.  and  C°., 
though  they  conceive  they  are  answerable  only  to  chief  Sachem 
of  the  Mohegan  Indians  by  force  of  his  Majesties  Commission 
for  Holding  this  Court,  and  insist  upon  it  as  their  Right,  yet 
if  this  Honorable  Court  think  proper  to  hear  the  said  Mason’s, 
or  any  of  the  disaffected  Indians  of  the  said  Tribe,  whose 
number  amounts  to  but  about  Twelve,  the  said  Govr.  and  Compy. 
shall  readily  submit  that  Matter  to  the  Court.  —  And  the  Govr. 
and  C°.  further  say  that  at  the  day  of  the  Date  of  the  said 


430 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Commission,  and  at  the  day  of  the  Date  of  said  Decree,  divers 
Persons  claimed  Property  in,  and  then  were  in  actual  Possession 
in  Severalty  of  divers  parts  of  those  Lands  mentioned  in  the 
Decree  aforesaid,  who  were  not  Summoned,  nor  appeared  in  that 
Court,  yet  the  said  Commissioners  decree  their  Lands  to  belong 
to  the  said  Oweneo,  Uncas ,  and  the  said  Mohegan  Indians,  and 
that  they  should  be  put  into  Possession  of  the  same:  All  which 
matters,  and  things  the  said  Govr.  6c  C°.  do  aver,  and  will  prove 
the  same  to  be  true;  Wherefore,  and  for  that  it  doth  not  appear 
by  the  said  Decree,  and  Proceedings,  and  Process  by,  and 
before  the  said  first  Commissioners,  what  Lands  those  were,  which 
the  first  Sachems,  in  their  Sales  to  the  English  had  Reserved 
to  themselves,  concerning  which  the  said  Commissioners  had 
only  Power  to  enquire,  and  determine,  —  and  for  that  it  doth 
not  appear  by  that  Decree,  and  Proceedings,  and  Proofs  relating 
thereto,  that  the  Lands  Decreed  to  be  the  Right  of  the  Indians, 
were  long  before  the  said  Commission  in  fact  granted  to  the 
English  Subjects  by  the  said  Sachem,  or  Sachems,  —  And  for 
that  no  Act  of  Assembly  appears  on  the  Face  of  the  Proceedings 
aforesaid  that  had  taken  from  the  said  Indians  any  Lands  as 
appears  by  the  Commission  of  Queen  Anne  to  have  been  Sug¬ 
gested,  and  is  therein  said  to  be  Complained  of  in  said  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  for  many  other  Reasons  apparent  in,  and  to  be  Collected 
from  said  Decree,  and  the  Proceedings,  and  Proofs  relating 
thereto,  the  said  Govr.  6c  C°.  do  humbly  pray  that  the  Decree 
aforesaid  may  be  declared  Null,  and  void,  and  Reversed  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  that  such  Decree  may  be  further  given  in  the 
Premisses  as  may  Quiet  the  said  Govr.  and  Compy.  from  all 
future  Trouble,  Vexation,  and  Charge  in  6c  about  the  same  — 


Roger  Wolcot 
James  Wadsworth 
Thomas  Fitch 
Joseph  Fowler 
John  Bulkley 


Agts.  for  the  Governor 
and  C°.  of  the  English 
Colony  in  Connecticut 
in  New  England  in 
America  — 
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PETITION  OF  THE  NARRAGANSETT  TRIBE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

(Copy) 

Rhode  Island  &c  ss.  —  To  the  Honble  General  Assembly  to  sit 
in  Newport  in  and  for  said  Colony  the  2d. 
Monday  in  June  AD:  1763  by  Adjourn¬ 
ment.  — 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  large  Part  of  the  Naraganset 
Tribe  of  Indians  whereof  Thos.  N inegret  reigns  as  Sachim  — 
Humbly  Shew  —  That  the  Land  belonging  to  said  Tribe  of 
Indians,  which  was  Reserved  to  said  Tribe,  by  old  Ninnegret, 
the  Naraganset  Sachim,  was  by  him  reserved  to,  and  for  his  use, 
and  the  use  of  his  said  Tribe,  and  their  Children  foxever:  And 
the  rest  of  his  Estate  in  Naraganset,  was  by  him,  and  his  said 
Tribe  Surrendered  up  to  this  Colony  for  their  Protection.  And  a 
Law  was  passed  in  this  Colony  agreeable  thereto,  to  make  void  all 
Grants,  Deeds,  and  Leases  made  by  the  said  Sachim  of  said 
Tribe  of  Indians  without  the  Consent,  and  Approbation  of  the 
General  Assembly  with  a  Fine  thereto  annexed;  the  Intent 
whereof  was  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  coming  to  Poverty  by 
means  of  Impositions  from  designing,  and  ill  minded  People. 
Nevertheless,  said  Law  (altho’  it  was  a  long  time  in  force,  and 
very  serviceable  to  said  Tribe)  hath  lately  been  Repealed,  which 
is  likely  to  prove  their  utter  Ruin:  for  since  the  Repeal  thereof, 
Thomas  the  present  Sachim,  hath  alone  (to  answer  his  own 
Purposes,  and  the  Purposes  of  other  designing  People)  without 
the  Consent  of  his  Tribe,  or  asking  the  Approbation  of  the 
General  Assembly,  sold,  and  Conveyed  away  by  Deeds  divers 
Tracts  of  Land  belonging  to  said  Tribe  to  the  English  People, 
and  is  daily  so  doing,  and  threatens  to  sell  as  much  thereof  as  he 
pleases,  without  the  Consent  of  his  Tribe;  so  that  they  are  in  the 
utmost  danger  of  having  all  their  Settlements,  and  Lands  taken. 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 
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and  sold  away  from  them  to  their  utter  Undoing,  —  And  unless 
your  Honors  interpose,  they  are  most  likely  to  be  set  a  Starving, 
or  become  a  Town-charge;  which  will  be  the  Case  of  many  old 
Women,  and  Young  Squaws,  and  Young  Children,  who  will  be 
in  danger  of  Perishing,  when  they  all  depended  they  had  an 
Inheritance  in  those  Lands  from  their  Forefathers,  for  them,  and 
their  Posterity,  to  enjoy,  and  possess  as  they  had  done  for  ages 
before.  They  therefore  are  obliged  to  apply  to  this  Assembly, 
and  pray  for  Protection,  and  that  your  Honors  would  pass  an 
Act  (agreeable  to  the  Interest  of  the  Royal  Charter)  to  prevent 
their  being  imposed  on,  and  to  prohibit  the  said  Sachim  from 
Selling  any  more  of  said  Land  from  them  (especially  their  par¬ 
ticular  Settlements)  without  absolute  necessity,  and  the  Consent, 
as  formerly  of  his  Tribe,  and  of  the  General  Assembly,  otherwise 
Ruin,  and  Destruction  must  be  their  Fate.  —  For  there  is  no 
Dependance  on  this  Sachim,  who  is  Spending  every  thing  he  can. 
And  as  many  Men  of  said  Tribe  have  gone  out,  and  some  lost 
their  Lives  in  the  King’s  Service  in  the  late  War,  their  Wives, 
and  Children  ought  to  be  supported  on  said  Lands,  which  we 
hope  you  will  also  consider  duly,  and  grant  this  our  Petition; 
and  ’till  You  hear  us  on  the  Subject  Matter  hereof,  pray  said 
Sachim  may  be  prohibited  selling  any  of  said  Lands,  —  (which 
he  threatens  to  do  because  he  has  heard  of  this  our  Application 
to  this  Assembly)  —  And,  as  we  depend  entirely  on  your  Honors 
for  Safety,  we  shall  (if  you  take  care  of  us,  as  we  expect)  for 
ever  have  reason  to  thank,  and  pray  for  your  Honors.  — 

Subscribed.  — 


Tobias  Coheis  X 
Joseph  Coheis  $ 
Ephraim  Coheis  ; 
Samuel  Niles  j- 
Jos.  Tuchigh  / 
James  Niles  jC 
Thos.  Lewis 


John  Shaddock 
Chars.  Anthony 
Thos.  Paul 
David  Secator 
Peter  Shaddock 
Tobias  Shaddock 
John  Tuchigh 
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Sampson  Poal 
Roger  Wobby 
Thom5.  Tuchigh 
John  Shaddock  Jur. 
Simon  Niles 
Sarah  Niles 
Abigal  Boson 
Mary  Shaddock 
Jerusha  Niles 
Sarah  Sampson 
Hannah  Tuchigh 
Jane  Tuchigh 
Mary  Pall 
Betty  Coheis 
Hannah  Tomb 
Betty  Runnis 
Betty  Niles 
Sarah  Coheis 
Hannah  Shaddock 
Margart  Anthony 
Hannah  Thompson 
Rukamah  Talker 
Betty  Joshua 
Sarah  Jacketis 
Mary  Siass 


Mary  Cottrel 
Sarah  Shaddock 
Betty  Daniel 
James  Chauan 
Sarah  Daniel 
David  Mox 
Mary  Mox 
Hannah  Penny 
Jacob  Catone 
Sarah  Pall 
James  Danal 
Sonto  John 
Betty  Sam 
Abigal  Primes 
James  Coof 
Sarah  Coof 
Chomo  Eke 
John  Wompoy 
Sarah  Wampoy 
Anstres  Lews 
Maney  James 
Mary  Reade 
Hannah  Coies 
Sarah  Anthony 
Matha  Toby 


June  the  1 6th.  1  763  — 

To  the  House  of  Magst.  — 

Gent. 

Resolved  that  this  Petition  be  referred  to  next  Session  of 
Assembly,  and  that  Thomas  Ninegret  Sachim  be  served  with 
a  Copy  of  this  Petition,  and  Cited  to  appear  at  next  Sessions 
to  answer  the  same:  And  that  in  the  meantime  the  said  Thomas 
Ninegret  Sachim  be,  and  is  hereby  Restricted,  and  Forbid  to  Sell, 
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and  dispose  of  any  Lands  in  the  Naraganset  Country  on  any 
Pretence  whatsoever.  — 

Voted,  and  past  P  Order  —  J.  Lyndon  Cler.  — 

In  the  upper  House  —  June  the  16th.  1763  —  Read,  and 

Concurred 

By  Ordr.  Henry  Ward  Secry. 

August  5th.  1 763  — 

To  the  House  of  Mag,s.  — 

Gent  — 

Resolved  that  this  Petition  be  Granted.  — 

Voted,  and  past  P  Ordr.  —  J.  Lyndon  Cler.  — 

To  the  House  of  Deputies.  — 

Gent  — 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  this  House  that  on  the  Petition  of  the 
Indians,  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  set  off,  and  Bound  the 
various  Tracts  of  Lands  that  heretofore  have  been  appropriated 
by  the  Sachims  of  the  Naraganset  Tribe  of  Indians  to  that 
Tribe  for  their  sole  use,  Maintenance,  and  Support,  he  the 
Sachim  of  the  said  Tribe,  agreeing  and  consenting  to  give  and 
Execute  a  good,  and  effectual  Deed  to  said  Tribe;  and  also 
liberty  of  Passing  &  Repassing  on  his  Lands  to  the  Pond,  and 
Sea  for  the  Advantage  of  Fishing:  And  which  the  Petitioners 
in  the  presence  of  this  House  have  agreed  to  accept  of:  which 
this  House  are  of  Opinion  may  have  a  Tendency  to  quiet  that 
uneasiness  that  at  present  seems  to  Subsist  amongst  them.  — 

August  the  5th.  1  763  —  Voted,  and  Passed,  By  Ordr. 

Henry  Ward  Secy 

Read  the  same  day  in  the  Lower  House,  and  Concurred  — 

P  Order  —  J.  LYNDON  Cler. 

To  the  House  of  Deputies  — 

Gent  — 

Resolved  that  Joseph  Lippitt,  and  Thomas  Church  Esqrs.  with 
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such  others  as  shall  be  added  by  the  Lower  House,  be  appointed 
a  Committee  to  perform  the  Service  within  mentd. 

August  6th.  1763 — Voted,  and  Passed  By  Ordr. 

Henry  Ward  —  Secy 

Read  the  Same  day  in  the  Lower  House,  and  Concurred 
with  the  Addition  of  Job  Randall  Esquire,  Mr.  William  Potter, 
and  John  Barker  Esqr.  for  the  Purpose  above.  — 

Voted,  and  passed  'p  Ordr.  —  J.  LYNDON  Cler. 

INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Oct.  13 -Nov.  16,  1764] 

Copy  of  the  Conferences  and  Messages  which  passed  between 
Colonel  Bouquet,  and  the  Delawares,  Shawanese  &c  from  his 
Arrival  at  the  Camp  of  Tuskerawas 2  on  the  13th.  of  October 
1  764  to  the  Conclusion  of  the  Peace  with  those  Nations.  — 
Transmitted  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  by  Alexander  McKee  assis'. 
Ag‘.  for  Indian  Affairs 


Camp  at  Tuskerawas,  October  the  14th.  Received  the  follow¬ 
ing  Message  in  Writing  from  the  chief  Warriors  of  the  Dela¬ 
wares.  —  viz1. 

Brother,  Col  Bouquet.  — 

We  are  glad  to  hear  the  good  Speeches  you  have  made,  and 
also  that  our  Brothers  Captain  Pipe,  and  Captain  John  are  alive 
and  Salute  us.  We  now  also  salute  you  with  a  good  heart, 
and  shall  be  more  glad  when  we  meet  you  at  Tuskerawas;  — 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  See  Bouquet  to 
Johnson,  Nov.  15,  1764,  Johnson  Papers,  4:585-86. 

2  On  the  upper  Muskingum  River.  For  a  sketch  of  Bouquet’s  route, 
see  Hutchins’  “Map  of  the  Ohio  Country,  1765,”  In  Smith’s  Historical 
Account  (Philadelphia,  1765). 
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if  we  see  our  Brothers  Pipe,  and  John  at  a  small  distance,  then 
we  shall  think  you  mean  nothing  but  good.  — 

(Signed  —  ) 


WlNGENUM 
Neolan 
SUNFISH 
Simon  Girty 
Cap7.  Will 


Linechque,  or  Cap7.  Jacobs.  — 
Loya  N I  POLAND 
Niochaolan 
Cap7.  Killbuck 
Sicasso,  or  Thomas  Hickman 
Welapachchin 


1  he  above  Letter  was  wrote  by  John  Gibson  a  Prisoner 
amongst  them.  — 


Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  Camp  near  Tuskerawas  Octobr. 
the  1 5th.  — 


Chiefs,  Capts.  &  Warriors  of  the  Delawares.  — 

I  Received  the  Letter  you  sent  me  Yesterday,  by  which  I  see 
you  are  coming  to  speak  with  me.  —  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what 
you  have  to  say,  and  will  wait  for  you  tomorrow  at  this  Place. 
You  may  come  without  Fear,  for  I  will  not  hurt,  or  detain  any  of 
you,  but  leave  you  at  liberty  to  go  when  you  please,  not  doubting 
but  you  will  behave  in  a  proper  manner 

You  will  give  me  notice,  a  little  before  hand,  at  what  time 
you  intend  to  come,  that  I  may  send  P eople  to  bring  you  to 
Camp.  Cap'.  Pipe,  and  Cap'.  John  are  both  well,  and  if  any 
of  their  friends  chuse  to  see  them,  I  will  give  them  leave,  after  I 
have  heard  what  you  have  to  say:  —  and  they  shall  be  set  at 
Liberty,  as  soon  as  Peace  is  made,  which  will  shortly  happen,  if 
you  have  well  Considered  my  Messages,  and  determined  to  do 
what  is  right.  — 

(Signed)  H:  Bouquet. — 
Camp  near  Tuskarowas  Octobr.  16,h.  — 

The  Speech  of  four  Senecas,  and  two  Delawares  to  Col. 
Bouquet.  - — 
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Brother.  — 

We  Received  your  Letter  Yesterday  by  the  White  man  you 
sent  us,  expressing  that  you  was  glad  he  returned  to  you,  after 
being  at  our  Towns  to  acquaint  you  of  our  Coming  to  meet  you. 
We  now  thank  God  for  giving  us  this  Opportunity  of  Seeing  one 
another,  and  speaking  together;  and  our  Chiefs,  Warriors, 
Women,  and  Children  return  you  their  thanks  for  the  Message 
you  sent  them  Yesterday.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  thank  God  for  enabling  us  this  day  to  wipe  your  Eyes  that 
you  may  clearly  see  our  Chiefs  when  they  come  to  speak  with 
you.  —  And  we  cleanse  your  Body  with  this  String  of  Wampum 
that  you  may  chearfully  receive  to  your  heart  the  good  Speeches 
they  will  make  you.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  we  have  now  wiped  your  Eyes,  and  Cleansed  your  Body 
on  behalf  of  our  selves,  the  Senecas  living  on  the  Ohio,  the 
Delawares,  and  Shawanese ;  we  inform  you  that  the  reason  of  our 
not  coming  sooner,  is  because  the  Shawanese  are  not  yet  come: 
but  the  Chiefs  of  the  other  two  Nations  are  all  present,  and 
expect  the  Shawanese  tomorrow;  when  they  shall  have  a  Meeting 
amongst  themselves,  they  will  then  come  to  speak  to  you.  — 
Brother.  Another  reason  for  our  not  meeting  you  sooner,  was 
that  Col.  Bradstreet  had  Invited  us  to  the  Lakes,  at  the  same 
time  you  expected  us  to  meet  you  at  Fort  Pitt;  in  this  Case 
we  were  at  a  loss  which  way  to  go.  —  but  when  you  hear  our 
Chiefs,  you  will  then  be  convinced,  that  our  Delay  was  not 
through  any  bad  Design  against  you.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  what  you  say,  and  as  Peace  is  preferable 
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to  War,  I  shall  be  well  pleased  if  we  can  agree  upon  Terms.  — 

A  String.  — 


Brothers.  — 

You  sent  me  a  Message  Yesterday  acquainting  me  that  you 
would  come,  and  speak  to  me  today.  You  now  tell  me  that  you 
cannot  speak  to  me,  because  the  Shawanese  are  not  come,  & 
that  when  the  Shawanese  do  arrive,  you  will  consult  together, 
but  I  now  tell  you  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for  the  Shawanese, 
as  I  will  hear  today,  or  tomorrow  what  the  Delawares  have  to 
say  by  themselves;  and  I  will  not  stay  for  the  Shawanese,  but 
will  hear  seperately  each  Nation,  and  I  desire  the  chiefs  of  the 
Delawares  to  speak  for  the  Delawares  only,  and  not  for  the 
Senecas,  or  the  Shawanese.  — 

A  String.  — 


At  a  Conference  held  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Senecas  living 
on  the  Ohio,  the  Delawares,  and  Shawanese,  —  Camp  at  Tusker- 
awas  October  the  17th.  1764. — 


Pres1. 

Col.  Henry  Bouquet  Commands,  his  Majesties  Forces  in  the 
Southern  District.  — 


Lieu'.  Col.  Reid1 
Lieu'.  Col.  Francis2 3 
Lieu1.  Col.  Clayton 
Major  Prevost2 
Major  Murray,4 
Major  De  Haas 
Major  Feild 
Cap'.  Stewart 


Royal  Highlanders 
Pennsilvanians 

D°. 

Royal  Americans 
Roy1.  Highlanders 
Pennsilvanians 
Virgnia.  Voluntiers 
Royal  Highlanders 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  Turbutt  Francis. 

3  Major  Augustine  Prevost. 

4  Major  William  Murray. 
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Cap*.  Grant 
Cap*.  Ourry' 
Cap*.  Williams 
Cap1.  Lewis 
Cap*.  Small 


Royal  Highlanders 
A.D.  Q.M.G1.  — 
Chief  Engineer 
Virginia  Voluntiers 
Major  of  Brigade  wth. 
sev1.  other  officers  of 
the  Army 


Mr.  Allexander  McKee  Assistant  Ag*.  for  Indian  Affairs.  — 
David  Owens  - —  Interpr. 

Indians.  — 


Senecas.  —  Delawares.  —  Shawanese.  — 

Kaiashuta  Chief  ^  Custaloga  ^  Keissinautchta  Chief  ] 

with  15  Warriors \  Beaver  \  Chiefs/  with  6  Warriors. — ^ 

w*L  20  Warr*.  \ 

Kaiashuta  and  Turtleheart2  Speakers.  — 


Brother.  — 

In  the  name,  and  by  Order  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several 
nations  here  present,  with  this  String  of  Wampum  we  clean  your 
Ears  with  that  you  may  hear  with  Attention  what  they  are  now 
going  to  say  to  you.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  have  done  our  utmost  to  be  ready  to  speak  today  as  you 
desired,  and  we  now  inform  you  that  it  was  owing  to  the  Nations 
who  live  to  the  Westward  of  us,  and  to  our  foolish  young  Men 
that  a  War  has  happened  between  us,  so  that  it  is  neither  your 
fault  nor  ours:  and  as  you  desired  us  Yesterday  to  be  strong  in 
doing  good,  we  now  throw  away  everything  bad,  so  that  none 
of  it  remains  in  our  heads,  and  we  Join  our  thoughts  with  yours, 
that  we  may  be  always  of  one  mind  for  the  future.  — 

Two  large  Belts.  — 


1  Captain  Lewis  Ourry. 

2  A  Chief  of  the  Delawares. 
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Brother.  — 

Now  that  we  have  thrown  every  thing  bad  away,  and 
nothing  remains  in  our  Hearts  but  good,  we  take  fast  Hold  of 
this  Chain  of  Friendship;  and  we  the  chiefs  of  the  Delawares, 
Shawanese,  and  Senecas  living  on  the  Ohio,  who  are  Related 
to  the  Six  Nations,  Request  you  will  do  the  same,  as  we  cannot 
hold  it  fast  without  your  help:  and  we  must  both  look  up  to 
God,  who  now  sees  every  thing  that  passes  between  us,  for  his 
Assistance.  —  Do  not  think  that  what  we  say  comes  from  our 
Lips  only:  It  proceeds  from  the  bottom  of  all  our  Hearts,  there¬ 
fore  we  again  Request  you  will  join  both  hands  with  ours  to 
this  Belt  of  Friendship.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  have  repeatedly  told  you  that  we  have  thrown  every 
thing  bad  from  our  hearts,  and  that  you  should  hear  nothing  but 
good  from  us.  —  Colonel  Bradstreet  has  desired  us  to  deliver 
up  your  Flesh,  and  Blood.  W e  now  assure  you  it  shall  be  done, 
as  you  have  long  desired  to  see  them.  Our  Reasons  for  not 
Complying  with  this  Request  sooner,  was,  that  Col.  Bradstreet 
held  us  by  one  hand,  and  you  by  the  other,  so  that  we  did  not 
know  which  way  to  Carry  them,  but  we  now  desire  you  will 
inform  us  at  what  Place  you  chuse  to  receive  them,  whether  at 
Fort  Pitt,  or  at  the  Lake. — We  have  been  very  diligent  in 
Collecting  ourselves  together,  with  the  few  Prisoners,  you  see, 
to  meet  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

(Here  they  delivered  up  18  White  Prisoners.)  — 

This  is  all  we  are  Ordered  to  Say,  by  our  Chiefs;  —  You  will 
now  listen  to  themselves  here  present  — 

Custeloga  chief  of  the  Delawares  of  the  Wolf  Tribe 
Speaker.  — 
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Brother.  — 

By  this  String  I  confirm  every  thing  that  has  now  been  said  by 
our  two  Young  Men.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  assure  you  that  the  Intention  of  my  Tribe  is  good,  and 
that  we  are  determined  to  do  what  you  desire  of  us,  and  deliver 
you  up  all  your  Flesh,  and  Blood.  I  now  deliver  you  the 
Number  of  Prisoners  amongst  my  People.  — 

(then  delivered  42  small  Sticks.  — ) 

A  Belt.  — 

Beaver  chief  of  the  Turkey  Tribe  Speaker.  — 

Brother.  —  . _ 

You  shall  likewise  soon  see  all  your  Flesh,  and  Blood,  who 
are  still  Prisoners  amongst  my  Tribe.  — 

(Delivered  a  Bundle  of  41  small  Sticks)  — 

Kaiashuta  Speaker.  — 

Brother.  — 

You  have  now  heard  all  we  have  to  say  at  present,  and  we 
think  we  have  done  everything  required  of  us  by  Col.  Bradstreet, 
who  sent  me  to  these  Nations  with  these  Articles  of  Peace.  — 
(then  he  Produced  the  Original  Articles  of  Peace  signed  by 
Colonel  Bradstreet.  — )  — 

The  Conference  intended  to  have  been  held  with  the  Indians 
on  the  1 8th.  was  deferred  till  the  20lh.  on  account  of  the  badness 
of  the  Weather.  — 


At  a  Conference  held  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Senecas  living 
upon  the  Ohio,  the  Delawares,  &  Shawanese.  —  Camp  near  Tus- 
kerawas  Octor.  20th. 

Present  —  Col.  Henry  Bouquet  commands,  his  Majesties  Forces 
in  the  Southern  District,  &  the  other  Officers  mentioned  at  the 
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Conference  of  the  I  7th.,  —  Also  the  same  Indian  Chiefs,  and 
Warriors.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Speech  to  the  above  mentioned  Nations.  — 

Chiefs,  Captains,  &  Warriors.  — 

I  wish  that  in  your  Speeches,  you  may  have  expressed  the  true 
Sentiments  of  your  Nations,  which  we  shall  Judge  of  from  your 
Actions,  and  not  from  your  Words.  — 

A  String.  — 

You  say  it  was  not  your  Fault  that  this  War  has  happened, 
but  that  it  was  owing  to  the  Western  Nations,  and  to  your  foolish 
young  Men.  —  I  answer  that  it  is  your  fault,  because  we  might 
have  protected  you  against  those  Nations,  had  they  attempted 
to  force  you  to  make  War  upon  us.  —  and  as  to  your  Young 
Men,  it  is  your  duty  to  chastise  them  when  they  do  wrong,  and 
not  to  suffer  yourselves  to  be  directed  by  them.  — 

A  String.  — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  thrown  every  thing  bad  out 
of  your  Hearts,  and  that  you  are  now  sincerely  disposed  to  take 
fast  Hold  of  the  Chain  of  Friendship.  —  As  soon  as  Peace  shall 
be  made  with  you,  we  will  likewise  hold  it  fast. 

A  String.  — 

You  say  that  the  Reason  of  your  not  Delivering  your  Prisoners 
sooner,  was,  because  Colonel  Bradstreet  had  told  you  to  carry 
them  to  Sanduskey,  and  that  I  had  wrote  you  to  deliver  them 
to  me.  —  You  know  that  by  your  Treaty  with  Col.  Bradstreet 
to  which  I  appeal,  you  promised  expressly  to  deliver  all  your 
Prisoners  to  him  at  Sanduskey  in  25  days,  after  the  12th.  of 
August,  on  which  Day  the  sd.  Treaty  was  Signed,  and  that  if 
you  failed  in  the  Performance  of  that  Article,  the  Peace  would 
be  broke  from  that  Moment.  — 

(Here  the  Original  Treaty  was  read.)  — 

The  day  on  which  the  Prisoners  ought  to  have  been  Delivered 
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was  the  6th.  of  September,  &  my  first  Message  to  you  in  Writing, 
and  now  in  your  hands,  is  dated  at  Fort  Pit  the  20th.  of  Sepr. 
14  days  after  the  time  fixed  for  delivering  them.  You  could  not 
have  Received  that  Message  in  your  Towns  before  the  27th.  ;  — 
therefore  it  cannot  in  any  Manner  excuse  you  for  Breaking  the 
Peace,  by  not  delivering  your  Prisoners,  either  to  Col.  Bradstreet 
or  to  me,  from  which  it  is  very  evident,  that  as  Usual,  you  did 
not  intend  to  deliver  them  at  all.  — 

Again,  when  you  begged  for  Peace,  you  assured  Col.  Brad- 
street  that  you  had  recalled  all  your  Warriors  from  our  Fron¬ 
tiers,  —  And  you  know,  that  contrary  to  that  Declaration,  they 
have  continued  to  Murder  our  People,  and  to  take  them  Prisoners 
to  this  Day,  which  we  can  prove  by  an  Old  Man  here  present, 
who  was  taken  on  the  28th.  of  Septemr.,  47  Days  after  the  above 
Peace  was  made.  (Here  John  Palmer  was  produced).  —  I 
have  besides,  certain  Information  that  you  were  determined  to 
pay  no  Regard  to  that  Peace,  and  had  actually  collected  all 
the  Warriors  of  the  Senecas  living  on  the  Ohio,  the  Delawares, 
and  the  Shawanese  to  Attack  this  Army,  had  you  thought  your 
selves  strong  enough.  — 

A  String.  — 

Having  now  answered,  and  Refuted  every  thing  you  have 
said  in  Excuse  for  your  Breach  of  the  Peace,  I  must  inform 
you  that  I  am  Commanded  by  General  Gage  to  declare  to  you, 
that  as  you  broke  the  Peace  granted  you  by  Col.  Bradstreet,  the 
General  also  breaks  it  on  his  side;  —  and  Sir  William  Johnson 
has  already  informed  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Western  Indians 
of  your  perfidious  Behavior.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

You  must  be  sensible  that  you  deserve  the  severest  Chastise¬ 
ment,  —  but  the  English  are  a  merciful,  and  generous  People 
averse  to  shed  the  Blood,  even  of  their  most  cruel  Enemies,  — 
and  if  it  was  possible,  that  you  could  Convince  us  that  you  sin¬ 
cerely  Repent  of  your  past  Conduct,  and  that  we  could  depend 
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on  your  good  Behavior  for  the  future.  You  might  yet  hope  for 
Mercy  and  Peace.  —  But  before  I  tell  you  the  Terms,  I  will 
Recapitulate  the  many  Injuries,  &  Insults  we  have  recently  re¬ 
ceived  from  you,  or  your  Allies,  which  have  at  last  Occasioned 
the  March  of  the  Kings  Army  into  your  Country.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

You  have  begun  this  War  without  the  least  Reason,  or  Pro¬ 
vocation  whatsoever.  —  You  have  in  time  of  profound  Peace, 
and  without  having  received  the  least  Injury,  murdered  Captain 
Clapham1  who  had  been  a  Friend,  and  a  Father  to  many  of 
you.  — 

You  have  Killed,  or  Captivated  all  the  Traders  sent  to  your 
Towns  at  your  own  repeated  Request,  and  Plundered  their 
Effects.  —  You  have  dared  to  Attack  Fort  Pitt,  to  the  Building 
of  which  you  had  expressly  consented,  when  in  presence  of 
George  Croghan  Esqr.  Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  I  made 
the  first  Treaty  with  you  upon  the  Ohio,  after  we  had  dispossed2 
the  French  of  Fort  Du  Quesne :  and  several  of  you  now  present 
assisted  at  that  Treaty.  — 

You  murdered  treacherously  last  Year  one  of  our  Men  sent 
in  a  Canoe  from  Fort  Pitt,  to  bring  over  the  Ohio  some  of  your 
People  who  pretended  they  had  a  Message  to  deliver  to  the 
Commanding  Officer,  —  and  you  violated  by  that  horrid  Crime 
the  Custom  held  sacred  amongst  all  Nations  not  to  kill  Persons 
employed  in  publick  Messages,  even  in  time  of  War.  — 

You  attacked  soon  after  the  Kings  Troops  in  the  Woods, 
and  being  defeated  in  the  Attempt,  you  fell  upon  our  Frontiers, 
where  you  have  continued  to  murder  our  People  to  this  Day.  — 

One  of  your  Parties  killed  lately  in  one  day  eleven  Children 

1  Captain  (Colonel)  William  Clapham  and  his  family  (five  persons) 
were  murdered  on  the  Youghiogany  (West  Newton,  Pennsylvania)  on 
May  28,  1  763,  by  Wolfe,  and  other  young  Delawares.  See  Bouquet 
Papers  (Harrisburg,  1943),  21654:113;  and  2 1  655  :1 98. 

2  Dispossessed. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


445 


at  School,  and  not  satisfied  with  an  infamous  Action,  they 
Masacred  near  the  little  Beaver  Creek1  the  only  Boy  they  had 
spared,  and  had  the  Impudence  to  fix  his  head  upon  a  Pole 
in  the  middle  of  the  Path;  and  this  You  did  after  you  had 
begged  Peace  of  Col.  Bradstreet. 

You  have  constantly  declared  that  you  would  never  make 
Peace  with  the  English;  and  when  the  Senecas,  and  Western 
Indians  have  Submitted,  and  humbly  begged  for  Peace,  you 
alone  have  pretended  to  Stand  out,  declaring  that  you  despised  all 
the  Efforts  we  could  make  against  you,  as  appeared  by  that 
insolent  Letter  which  you  obliged  Thomas  Smallman2  to  write 
and  sent  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  at  Niagara.  —  Your  Conduct  has 
always  been  equally  perfidious.  You  promised  at  every  former 
Treaty,  as  you  do  now,  that  you  would  deliver  up  all  your 
Prisoners,  and  have  received  every  time,  on  that  account  con¬ 
siderable  Presents;  but  you  never  complied  with  that,  or  any  of 
your  Engagements.  — 

You  know  that  all  these  Charges  are  true,  and  only  a  small 
part  of  the  numberless  Murders,  Depredations,  and  Breaches  of 
Faith  you  have  been  guilty  of.  — 

I  am  now  to  tell  that  we  will  no  longer  be  imposed  upon 
by  your  Promises,  and  that  the  army  shall  not  leave  this  Country 
’till  you  have  fully  complied  with  every  Condition  that  is  to 
precede  any  Treaty  with  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

I  have  brought  with  me  the  Relations  of  the  People  you  have 
Massacred,  or  taken  Prisoners:  they  are  impatient  to  take  Re¬ 
venge  for  the  bloody  Murderers  of  their  Friends: — and  it  is 
with  the  greatest  Difficulty,  that  I  can  protect  you  against  their 
just  Resentment,  by  assuring  them  that  no  Peace  shall  ever  be 

1  Little  Beaver  Creek,  a  small  stream  flowing  from  the  north  into 
the  Ohio  River  below  Beaver  Creek.  See  Evans’  map  in  C.  A.  Hanna, 
The  Wilderness  Trail,  2:144 

2  Held  by  them  as  a  prisoner. 
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granted  to  you,  till  you  have  given  us  proper  Satisfaction.  — 

Your  former  Allies  the  Ottawas,  Chippaweighs,  Wyandots  &c 
have  made  their  Peace  wth.  us,  and  the  Six  Nations  have  Joined 
us  against  you.  —  We  now  surround  you  on  every  side  having 
P ossession  of  all  the  W  aters  of  the  Ohio,  the  Mississipi,  the 
Miamis,  and  the  Lakes.  —  All  the  French  living  in  1  are 

now  Subjects  to  the  King  of  great  Britain,  &  dare  no  longer 
assist  you:  it  is  consequently  in  our  power  to  destroy  you.  —  but 
if  I  find  that  you  execute  faithfully  the  conditions  that  I  shall 
require  of  you,  I  will  not  treat  you  with  the  Severity  you 
deserve.  —  I  give  you  1 2  days  from  this  Date  to  deliver  into 
my  hands  at  WacatamikeJ  all  the  Prisoners  in  your  Possession, 
without  any  Exception,  Englishmen,  Frenchmen,  Women,  and 
Children,  whether  adopted  in  your  Tribes,  married,  or  living 
amongst  you,  under  any  Denomination,  or  Pretence  whatever, 
and  also  all  Negroes,  and  to  furnish  all  the  said  Prisoners  with 
Clothing,  Provisions,  and  Horses  to  carry  them  to  Fort  Pitt. 

When  you  shall  have  fully  Complied  with  this  Preliminary 
Condition,  I  will  then  let  you  know  on  what  Terms  you  may 
obtain  the  Peace  you  sue  for.  — 

The  above  Speech  was  delivered  to  the  Indians  by  Col.  Henry 
Bouquet  in  the  Presence  of  the  Officers  &c  mentioned  at  the 
Conference  of  the  1  7th.  — 

October  20th.  Colonel  Bouquet  having  required  the  Chiefs  to 
appoint  a  Man  of  each  Nation  to  attend  him  on  his  March  to  the 
Place  fixed,  they  named  Keyashuta  for  the  Senecas,  T urtleheart, 
and  Custaloga  s  son  for  the  Delawares,  and  James  Smith  for  the 
Shawanese 

Keyashuta  addressing  himself  to  the  Nations  present,  desired 
them  to  be  strong  in  performing  every  thing  then  Required  of 
them,  and  as  they  had  been  accused  of  having  always  told 

1  Blank  in  the  manuscript;  “those  parts”  in  Bouquet  Papers  copy  from 
British  Museum. 

-A  Shawnee  village,  Waukatomike,  on  Thomas  Hutchins’  map. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


447 


Lies  before,  to  be  now  punctual  in  the  Execution  of  their  Promises 
to  convince  their  Brethren  that  they  could  speak  Truth,  he  added, 
that  he  would  Conduct  the  Army  to  the  Place  appointed  for 
delivering  up  the  Prisoners.  —  Keisinautchtha  chief  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  said  he  would  immediately  go  to  inform  his  Nation  of 
every  thing  he  had  heard,  but  that  as  the  Distance  was  great, 
they  could  not  be  at  Wacatimike  in  less  than  ten  days,  when 
they  wou’d  they  would  certainly  meet  us,  and  comply  with 
every  thing  required  of  them,  and  that  he  expected  the  Shawanese 
would  be  treated  in  the  same  Manner  as  the  Delawares.  — 

Octobr.  22d.  The  Army  proceeded  attended  by  a  number  of 
Senecas,  Delawares,  and  Shawanese,  and  arrived  at  the  Forks  of 
Muskingum 1  on  the  25th.  —  this  Place  having  been  fixed  upon 
as  more  Centrical1 2  than  Wacatimike  to  receive  the  Prisoners.  — 

27th.  Col.  Bouquet  sent  a  Shawanese  with  a  Message  to  his 
Nation,  First,  desiring  them  to  be  punctual  to  the  Day  fixed  for 
Delivering  up  the  Prisoners.  —  Secondly  —  As  they  had  ex¬ 
pressed  some  uneasiness  at  our  not  Shaking  hands  with  them,  to 
tell  them  that  the  English  took  only  their  friends  by  the  hand, 
that  they  could  not  expect  to  be  treated  as  such  until  a  Peace 
was  concluded  with  them.  —  Thirdly  —  to  bring  the  Letters  for 
Col.  Bouquet  wrote  by  the  French  Officer  commanding  at  Fort 
Chartres ,3  which  were  sent  last  Winter  by  three  Shawanese,  but 
detained  by  their  Nation.  —  Fourthly.  —  To  provide  themselves 
with  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  to  subsist  their  People, 
and  their  Prisoners  during  the  time  necessary  to  settle  matters  at 
this  Place.  — 

28*.  —  The  above  Messenger  returned,  and  informed  Col. 

1  Muskingum  River,  a  northern  branch  of  the  Ohio  River. 

2  Intended  for  “central.” 

3  Fort  Chartres,  in  Illinois  Country  on  Mississippi.  See  surrender  docu¬ 
ment  in  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  10:1  161-65.  Captain  Louis  St. 
Ange  de  Bellerive  was  in  command  at  this  time,  having  succeeded  Nyon  de 
Villiers  in  June,  1  764. 
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Bouquet  that  he  did  not  proceed  all  the  way  with  his  Message; 
but  having  delivered  it  at  Wacatimike,  the  chief  of  that  Town 
proceeded  with  it  himself,  and  desired  him  to  return,  and  acquaint 
the  Col  that  he  had  collected  all  the  Prisoners  that  belonged 
to  him,  which  would  arrive  in  two  days:  and  that  he  was  going 
to  the  lower  Shawanese  Town  to  hasten  their  People  below  to 
bring  their  Prisoners.  — 

A  String.  — 

29th.  —  On  this  day  Custaloga  arrived  with  his  Prisoners.  — 

30th.  —  Custologa  informed  Col.  Bouquet  by  a  String  of  Wam¬ 
pum  that  as  soon  as  his  People  were  all  come,  which  he  expected 
tomorrow,  he  would  then  speak  to  him.  — 

A  String.  — 

Col.  Bouquet  informed  Custologa  that  he  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  heard  him  to  day,  but  that  as  there  were  yet  two 
Days  of  time  appointed,  to  come,  he  wou’d  not  hurry  him.  — 

A  String.  — 

3 1 st.  —  The  Big  W olf,  and  seven  other  Shawanese  arrived, 
and  delivered  up  eight  white  Prisoners  and  informed  Col  Bouquet 
that  they  were  sent  by  their  Chiefs  to  assure  him  that  he  might 
depend  on  seeing  them,  and  all  their  Prisoners  at  this  Place.  — 

A  String.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  in  so  good  a  Disposition,  —  and  that 
you  have  brought  these  Prisoners  before  the  time  fixed  for 
delivering  up  the  whole,  and  I  hope  your  Chiefs  will  follow  your 

Example  &  deliver  every  Drop  of  white  Blood  in  your  Nation. _ 

A  String.  — 

Novemr.  1st.  —  Custaloga,  Keiyshuta  with  sev1.  other  Indians.  — 
Brother.  — 

Two  days  ago  we  appointed  to  meet  you  this  day,  &  we  desire 
you  will  listen  to  us. 


A  String.  - — 
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Brother.  — 

On  our  first  Meeting  you  at  Tuskarawas,  you  then  desired  to 
see  your  Flesh,  and  Blood  at  this  Place,  agreeable  to  which,  we 
the  Delawares  now  deliver  you  up  Thirty  two  English  Prisoners, 
and  the  Senecas  present,  deliver  you  three.  —  there  is  yet  amongst 
them  four  more,  which  they  have  sent  for,  and  will  be  here 
tomorrow  — 

A  large  String 

Brother.  — 

We  have  told  you  both  at  Tuskarowas,  and  this  place  that  we 
would  strictly  comply  w'C  your  desire  in  delivering  up  all  our 
Prisoners;  —  and  now  the  four  Nations,  which  this  Belt  repre¬ 
sents,  join  as  one,  and  have  agreed  to  follow  your  Advice,  and 
further,  are  determined  to  prevent  and  defeat  any  bad  Designs 
that  may  be  found  against  you  by  any  Nation  whatever,  the 
Wyandots  have  made  Peace  with  Col.  Bradstreet,  —  but  not¬ 
withstanding  join  with  us  in  Delivering  you  this  Belt,  to  Renew 
their  Friendship  with  you.  — 

A  Belt  — 

They  then  addressed  themselves  to  the  Coghnawageys  present 
in  the  Substance  of  the  above  Speech  with  a  String.  — 

Col.  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

I  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  Speeches  you  have  made  to 
me,  and  I  receive  these  Prisoners  as  a  mark  of  the  Sincerity  of 
the  Promises  you  made  at  Tuskarawas,  and  I  recommend  to  you 
to  be  always  sincere  in  your  Transactions  with  us,  as  it  is  the 
only  means  to  make  us  forget  what  is  past,  and  bring  about  a 
Reconciliation.  You  must  not  forget  that  there  are  still  a  number 
of  Prisoners  amongst  you,  and  ’till  the  last  of  them  are  delivered 
up,  I  cannot  proceed  to  the  good  Work  of  Peace. — 

A  String.  — 

2d.  —  We  sent  an  Officer  and  three  men  of  the  Virginia  Volun¬ 
teers,  and  two  Coghnawaga  Indians  to  Sandusky  with  a  Message 
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to  the  Wyandots  ordering  them  to  deliver  up  all  the  Prisoners 
they  had  left.  —  On  this  day  King  Beaver  arrived  with  all  his 
Prisoners.  — 

3d.  —  Received  a  Message  from  the  Shawanese  Chief  acquaint¬ 
ing  Col.  Bouquet  that  they  were  coming  in  with  all  their 
Prisoners.  Col.  Bouquet  sent  them  an  answer  to  hasten  them,  and 
a  String  of  Wampum  to  bring  the  four  Frenchmen  who  lived 
amongst  them.  —  the  same  day  having  had  Intelligence  that 
some  French  Traders  were  arrived  at  the  lower  Shawanese  Town, 
Mitchel1  with  two  Coghnawaga  Indians  were  sent  off  with  a 
Message  to  the  Bed  Hawk  chief  of  that  Nation,  requiring  him 
to  have  the  said  Traders  seized,  and  brought  to  Col.  Bouquet.  — 
Custaloga,  King  Beaver  with  several  others.  — 

Brother.  — 

It  is  now  late,  and  we  can  say  little  —  but  tomorrow  You  may 
be  assured  of  hearing  every  thing  we  have  to  say.  — 

A  String 

Brother.  — 

We  now  deliver  you  57  Prisoners.  —  Our  Reasons  for  doing 
[so]  to  night,  are,  perhaps  that  some  of  them  might  attempt  to 
Run  away.  —  You  can  take  better  Care  of  them  than  we  can,  — 
and  to  morrow  we  will  speak  to  you.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Novemr.  4th.  —  The  Indians  sent  in  a  Message  that  they  were 
ready  to  speak.  —  Col.  Bouquet  sent  them  for  answer  that  he 
could  not  admit  them  to  speak,  ’till  they  had  Delivered  the 
Remainder  of  the  Prisoners.  — 

5tK.  —  King  Beaver  delivered  up  8  White  Prisoners.  —  and 
Custaloga  three.  — 

Mr.  Mitchel  Returned  with  the  Coghnawagey  Indians,  having 
been  Stoped  by  Keisinautchtha,  the  chief  of  the  Shawanese  at 

1  Thomas  Mitchell,  Indian  Trader  of  Pennsylvania  who  had  been 
prisoner  among  the  Shawnees. 
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Wacatumica,  who  informed  him  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  lower 
Town  were  all  gone  down  to  the  French,  and  that  he  could 
do  no  business  there  if  he  proceeded,  and  that  all  the  People  of 
the  lower  Town  were  on  their  way  with  all  their  Prisoners  to 
meet  Col.  Bouquet.  — 

6A  —  Owens,1  and  Turtleheart,  a  Delaware  Indian  were  sent 
to  the  Shawanese  to  know  whether  they  were  coming,  and  the 
time  they  would  be  here.  — 

7th.  —  Owens  returned  from  the  Shawanese,  &  said  that  they 
would  arrive  with  their  Prisoners  the  9th.  Ins1.  — 

On  same  day  a  Soldier  was  found  killed  in  the  Woods.  —  the 
Indians  were  suspected,  and  Col.  Bouquet  sent  the  following 
Message  to  their  Chiefs. — vizf.  —  “Keyashuta.  —  one  of  our 
Soldiers  has  been  killed  this  Morning  near  the  Whikr  W omans 
Creek.2  —  As  the  Murder  has  been  committed  in  the  Country 
of  the  Delawares,  I  expect  that  they  will  find  out,  and  Deliver 
to  me  the  Murderer,  and  unless  they  do  it,  I  shall  make  that 
Nation  answerable  for  the  Murder.  —  therefore  acquaint  forth¬ 
with  the  Chiefs  of  the  several  Tribes  of  the  Delawares  with  this, 
that  they  may  exert  themselves  towards  the  Discovery  of  the 
Murderer. 

A  String.  — 

The  Chiefs  promised  to  deliver  up  the  Murderer  if  they  could 
discover  him,  and  sent  five  Indians  in  pursuit  of  a  Wyandot, 
whom  they  believed  to  be  guilty  of  the  Crime.  — 

8th.  —  A  Message  was  sent  to  the  Shawanese  to  acquaint  them 
with  it,  and  to  desire  them  to  come  in  with  their  Prisoners,  and 
not  to  be  afraid  on  account  of  that  Murder.  —  The  Shawanese 
sent  Thomas  Smallman  (a  Prisoner  amongst  them)  to  the  Camp 
with  some  of  the  Horses  stolen  by  the  Senecas,  and  sent  word 

1  David  Owens,  a  deserter  who  had  lived  among  the  Shawnees.  See 
C.  A.  Hanna,  The  Wilderness  Trail,  2:386. 

2  White  Womans  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Muskingum  River. 
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that  they  would  come  in  the  1 0th.  with  their  Prisoners,  &  sent  the 
following  Letter  viz1. 

Dated  W acatumica  Novemr.  8th .  / 764  — 

Brother.  — 

We  the  Shawanese  have  thought  proper  to  send  Mr.  Small- 
man1  to  acquaint  you  of  our  arrival  at  this  Place,  and  have, 
according  to  your  desire,  brought  with  us  a  great  Number  of  your 
Flesh,  and  Blood,  which  should  have  been  given  up  before  now 
to  you,  had  we  not  heard  some  evil  Reports,  that  you  had  some 
bad  Design  against  us.  —  We  now  dispatch  the  Bearer  w'L 
one  of  our  young  men  to  know  the  Truth  of  it,  and  shall  upon 
your  Invitation  in  Writing  proceed  with  all  our  Prisoners  to 
your  Camp.  —  We  the  Shawanese  are  come  with  no  other  Intent 
than  to  see  you,  to  Ratify,  and  Confirm  our  antient  Friendship, 
and  to  make  an  everlasting  Peace  with  you,  our  Brothers.  —  I 
am  in  behalf  of  the  Shawanese.  — 

Your  Friend  &  Brother. 

Red  Hawk,  or  Mesquepatatha  — 
Chief  Captain. 


At  a  Conference  held  with  the  Senecas  living  upon  the  Ohio, 
&  Custaloga’s  Tribe  of  Delawares  —  At  the  Camp  on  the 
Muskingum  Novemr.  9th.  1  764  — 

Pres'.  — 

Col.  Bouquet  —  The  Officers  mentioned  at  the  former  Con¬ 
ference,  w‘h.  sev1.  Gent,  of  ye.  Army 
Mr.  Alexr.  McKee  Assis'.  Ag'.  for  Indian  Affairs.  — 

Indians.  — 

Senecas.  Delawares. 

Keiashuta,  Chief )  Custaloga  Chief — 

with  10  Warrrs.  (  and  twenty  Warriors  — 


1  Thomas  Smallman. 
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Keyashuta  Speaker  — 

Brother.  — 

The  misfortune  which  has  happened  of  one  of  your  People 
being  murdered  the  day  before  yesterday  gives  us  the  same 
Sorrow  it  must  give  you;  and  we  beg  that  this  Acident  may  be 
no  Hindrance  to  the  Friendship  already  begun  between  us.  — ■ 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

By  this  String  of  Wampum  we  wipe  the  Tears  from  your 
Eyes,  and  remove  from  your  heart  ye.  Resentment,  which  this 
Murder  has  raised  against  us,  and  we  hope  that  you  will  throw 
away  ev’ry  thing  bad  that  this  may  have  Occasioned,  and  hear 
us  freely.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  —  J  ( 

We  have  strictly  complied  with  your  Desire,  and  now  deliver 
to  you  these  three  Prisoners  who  are  the  last  of  your  Flesh,  and 
Blood,  that  remains  amongst  us,  the  Senecas  &  Custalogas 
Tribe.  — 

We  now  gather  together,  and  with  this  Belt,  bury  all  the 
Bones  of  the  People  killed  during  this  unhappy  War,  which  the 
Evil  Spirit  caused  between  us.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  cover  the  Bones  in  such  a  manner  that  they  may  never 
more  be  Remembred  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  again  Cover  them  with  Leaves,  that  the  Place  where  they 
are  buried,  may  never  be  seen.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  we  have  been  a  long  time  astray,  and  the  Path  between 
you,  and  us  stopped,  we  hope  it  will  be  once  more  cleared,  —  And 
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we  now  extend  this  Belt  of  Wampum  between  you,  and  us,  that 
we  may  again  Travel  in  Peace  to  see  our  Brothers,  as  our 
Ancestors  formerly  did.  —  And  as  you  will  hold  it  by  one  end, 
and  we,  by  the  other,  we  shall  be  always  able  to  discover  any 
thing  that  may  happen  to  disturb  our  Friendship.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  we  have  now  extended  a  Belt,  Representing  the  Road 
between  you,  and  us,  we  beg  that  you  will  take  fast  Hold  of  it, 
that  the  Path  may  always  be  kept  Open  between  us.  —  this  is  all 
we  have  to  say  at  present.  — 

A  String.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

I  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  Speeches  you  have  made,  w^. 
I  shall  now  answer.  — 

A  String  — 

Two  days  ago  one  of  our  Men  was  Murdered:  —  I  do  not 
charge  you  personally  with  that  Murder,  but  as  it  has  been 
Committed  in  your  Country,  the  Blood  must  remain  upon  your 
heads,  ’till  you  have  delivered  to  us  the  Murderers  to  be  put  to 
Death.  — 

A  String.  — 

I  Receive  these  three  last  Prisoners  which  you  now  deliver, 
and  I  bury  the  Bones  of  the  People  that  fell  in  the  War,  so 
that  the  Place  may  be  no  more  seen.  — 

A  String.  — 

Your  Readiness  in  Complying  with  every  Condition  I  have 
hitherto  required  of  you  Convinces  me  that  your  Intentions  are 
upright,  and  consequently,  I  will  now  treat  you  again  as  Brothers 
and  speak  to  you  as  such.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brothers.  — 

You  ask  for  Peace,  —  and  Peace  you  shall  have.  —  the  King 
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my  master,  and  your  Father  has  appointed  me  to  make  War 
upon  you.  —  but  he  has  other  Servants  who  are  employed  in  the 
Work  of  Peace.  —  and  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  empower 
Sir  William  Johnson  to  make  Peace  with  the  Indians.  It  is  to 
him  therefore  that  you  are  to  apply.  —  but  before  I  can  give 
you  leave  to  apply  to  him,  two  things  are  necessary  to  be  set¬ 
tled.  —  The  first  is,  that  as  Peace  is  not  yet  made,  you  will 
deliver  to  me  four  Hostages.,  —  viz*.  Two  for  the  Senecas, 
and  two  for  Custalogas  Tribe,  who  are  to  remain  in  our  hands 
at  Fort  Pitt,  till  the  Peace  is  concluded  with  Sir  Wm.  Johnson, 
as  a  Security  that  you  shall  not  Commit  any  Hostilities,  nor 
Violence  against  any  of  his  Majesties  Subjects,  or  their  Proper¬ 
ties.  and  when  the  Peace  is  made  they  shall  be  delivered  back 
to  you.  — 

A  Belt  — 

The  Second  is,  that  the  Deputies  you  are  to  send  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  be  fully  Empowered  by  you  to  treat  for  your  Tribes, 
and  that  you  engage  to  abide  by  what  they  shall  stipulate.  — 

In  that  Treaty  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  will  settle  every  thing  con¬ 
cerning  Trade,  or  any  other  Point  necessary  to  render  the  Peace 
everlasting.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brothers.  — 

The  Deputies  you  are  to  send  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  as 
well  as  Hostages  to  be  delivered  into  my  hands,  are  to  be  named 
&  presented  to  me  for  my  Approbation.  — 

A  String  — 

I  will  inform  Sir  William  Johnson  of  what  has  passed  between 
us  (vide  Lettr.  page  224  of  this  Vol).1  and  I  speak  to  you  now 
on  your  own  Belts  that  your  Deputies  may  Repeat  to  him  all  you 
have  said  to  me.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


1  Letter  of  November  15,  1764;  Johnson  Papers,  4:585-86. 
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Brothers.  — 

I  believe  that  you  have  now  delivered  up  all  the  Prisoners 
you  had  in  your  Tribes;  but  if  any  should  yet  be  discovered 
amongst  you  hereafter,  you  are  to  deliver  them  at  Fort  Pitt,  as 
well  as  any  of  those  now  delivered  up,  that  might  return  to 
you.  — 

A  String  — 

Brothers.  — 

You  have  not  mentioned  to  me  Cap1.  Pipe,1  and  Cap'.  John2 
who  are  detained  at  Fort  Pitt:  but  I  have  not  forgot  them:  and 
as  you  have  now  delivered  to  us  all  our  People,  I  will  return  to 
you  those  two :  —  there  are  still  more  of  your  People  amongst 
us:  but  as  they  are  not  my  Prisoners,  I  cannot  dispose  of  them, 
but  will  Recommend  it  to  the  General  to  have  them  given  to 
you  when  the  Peace  is  concluded.  — 

A  String  — 

The  Col.  then  took  the  Chiefs  by  the  hand  for  the  first  time 
which  Occasioned  much  Joy  amongst  them.  — 


At  a  Conference  held  with  the  Turtle,  and  Turkey  Tribes 
of  the  Delawares  November  the  10th.  1 764  — 

Present. — Col.  Bouquet  —  with  the  Officers  mentioned  at  the 
former  Conferences,  and  sev1.  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Army.  — 

Mr.  Alexr.  Mc.kee  Assistant  Ag‘.  for  Indian  Affairs.  — 

Indians.  — 

King  Beaver  chief  of  the  J  fKeylappame  Chief  of  the 
Turkey  Tribe  &  30  Warrrs.  \  J  Turtle  Tribe  with  25 

Warriors. 

Keyashuta,  Custaloga  —  The  Senecas,  and  Delawares 

as  Yesterday  — 


1  A  Minsi  Delaware  chief. 

2  A  Delaware  Indian. 
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Brother.  — 

It  gave  us  great  Satisfaction  to  hear  the  good  Speech  you  made 
yesterday  to  one  of  our  Tribes,  and  as  you  desired  at  Tuskarawa 
to  see  your  Flesh,  &  Blood,  I  now  deliver  you  13,  which  are 
the  last  we  have  remaining  in  our  Tribes:  And  it  will  likewise 
give  us  pleasure  that  you  will  take  us  once  more  by  the  hand, 
as  your  Brethren,  that  we  may  travel  the  Road,  now  open  for 
us  in  Peace,  to  see  you. 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

I  return  you  a  great  many  Thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Chiefs, 
Warriors,  Women,  and  Children  of  our  three  Tribes  who  are 
all  glad  to  embrace  Peace  once  more  with  their  Brethren :  — 
And  we  likewise,  return  God  Thanks  for  giving  us  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  you  by  the  hand  in  Peace,  which  shall  never  more 
be  broke  on  our  sides.  —  Our  young  Men  shall  now  think  of 
nothing  but  Hunting,  to  exchange  their  Skins,  and  Furrs  with 
their  Brethren  for  Clothing.  — 

A  Belt 

Brother.  — 

Should  we  at  any  time  discover  any  of  your  People,  who  are 
not  Delivered  to  you  now,  they  shall  be  immediately  sent  to  you, 
as  well  as  those  who  may  attempt  to  Return  to  us.  — 

A  String  — 

Col.  Bouquet  desired  to  know,  before  he  spoke  to  them,  the 
Reason  there  was  no  Chief  to  speak  for  the  Turtle  Tribe. — 
They  answered,  that  their  Chief  was  not  present,  but  that  his 
Brother  Keylappama  acted  for  him.  —  The  Col.  then  asked 
them  whether  they  would  chuse  to  have  the  Speech,  delivered 
Yesterday  to  the  Senecas,  and  Custologas  Tribe,  Repeated  to 
them.  —  They  said,  in  Answer  that  they  would  be  glad  to  hear 
it  from  himself,  —  upon  which  the  same  Speech  was  Delivered  to 
them  with  the  following  Addition,  viz*,  “that  an  Englishman  who 
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had  murdered  some  of  our  People  upon  the  Frontiers,  and  had 
brought  the  Scalp  to  their  Nation  should  immediately  be  de¬ 
livered  up, — And  that  each  Tribe  should  deliver  the  same 
Number  of  Hostages,  and  Appoint  the  same  number  of  Deputies 
to  go  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  as  had  been  stipulated  for 
Custalogas  Tribe.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Novemr.  10th.  —  In  the  Evening  the  Officer,  and  three  Men  of 
the  Virginia  Volunteers  returned,  who  had  been  sent  the  2d.  Ins*, 
with  a  Message  to  the  Wyandots,  and  brought  the  following 
Letter  from  one  of  their  Chiefs.  — viz'. 

To  Col.  Bouquet.  — 

Brother.  — 

As  I  have  Received  certain  Intelligence  that  all  our  Chiefs 
have  left  their  Towns,  &  have  gone  some  Distance  to  the  West¬ 
ward  to  Hunt,  I  hope  you  may  not  take  it  amiss  that  I  do  not 
proceed  after  them,  being  unacquainted  with  the  Places  they  may 
Resort  to:  but  I  will  send  one  of  our  young  men  this  Winter 
to  deliver  your  Message  to  them,  their  Answer  to  which  you 
shall  be  acquainted  with  early  in  the  spring,  at  which  time  we 
can  conveniently  call  all  our  Prisoners  to  Fort  Pitt.  — 

Wrote  the  8th  of  Novemr.  1764  — 'j  (Signed) 
near  the  Head  of  Scioto  —  ( 

Clerunque  — 

The  above  Officer  was  informed  at  a  Delaware  Town  that 
the  Wyandots  had  passed  that  Place  with  a  Number  of  Horses, 
which  they  had  stole  from  the  English.  — 


At  a  private  Conference  held  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares 
&c  the  1 1 ,h.  Ins*.  — 

Present. — Col.  Bouquet^  Cap1.  Ourry 

Col.  Reid  (  Mr.  Alexr.  Mc.kee  Assist*. 

Ag*.  to  Indian  Affairs  — 
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Indians.  — 

Custologa,  —  the  Beaver,  —  and  Newcomer’s1  Brother. 
The  Beaver  Spoke  — 


Brother.  — 


Yesterday  you  desired  that  we  would  appoint,  and  Present  to 
you  the  Hostages  to  be  left  in  your  hands.  We  have  named  Six, 
and  also  five  Deputies  to  go  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  they  are  Men 
of  Experience,  on  whom  we  can  Rely,  and  proper  to  treat  for 
us.  —  their  Names  are.  — 


Hostages  — 

Mondeaticker,  or  Wm.  Davis. — 
Noondias,  or  Andw.  Trump. — 
Killackchcker,  or  Simon  Giety.  — 
Katepakomin,  or  Jon.  Compass. — 
Possquetonckmy,  or  Custologas  son 
(Steel) 

W  aylsckonowias. — 


Deputies.  — 
Killbuck.  — 

W  ey  weyaughing. — 
LahalapoWkeg, 
or  Hutchins  — 
Tilipawiska. — 
Luquet,  or  Flour 


Brother 

You  desired  to  know  the  Deputies,  and  Hostages  we  should 
appoint.  You  now  have  their  Names,  and  these  are  the  Men. 
You  also  Required  of  us  the  Man  who  killed  one  of  your  Soldiers, 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  deliver  him  up;  but  as  soon  as  we  can 
discover  who  he  is,  and  of  what  Nation  whe  [we]  shall  inform 
you,  and  then  you  can  demand  him  from  his  Chief.  — 

A  String.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

Brothers.  — 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  appointed  the  Deputies,  and  Hostages 
I  required  of  you.  —  I  have  no  Objections  to  the  Persons  you 
have  named,  —  they  shall  be  well  treated,  and  we  shall  take  the 


1  New  Comer,  or  Nettawatwees,  a  Delaware  chief. 
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same  care  of  them  as  of  your  own  People.  —  I  am  satisfied  for 
the  present  with  what  you  say  in  regard  to  the  Man  who  Struck 
us.  As  soon  as  I  know  of  what  Nation  he  is,  I  shall  demand  him 
of  his  Chief,  and  you  will  then  be  clear  of  the  blame.  —  I  do 
not  think  it  proper  that  any  of  your  People  should  go  to  our 
Settlements,  the  Inhabitants  not  being  yet  Reconciled  with  you. — 
but  if  some  of  you  are  desirous  of  going  to  Fort  Pitt,  you  may 
with  safety.  — 

A  String.  — 

The  Beaver  Spoke.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  now  produce  you  the  Deputies  we  intend  to  send  to 
Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  —  as  they  cannot  understand  or  express  them¬ 
selves  in  English  we  beg  you  will  send  an  Interpreter  with 
them.  — 

A  String.  — 

Col.  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

Brothers.  — 

You  shall  have  from  me  all  necessary  Assistance,  and  if  you 
tell  me  what  man  you  chuse  for  an  Interpreter  I  will  appoint 
him.  —  The  Beaver  Replied,  Brother  —  As  Owens 1  speaks  our 
Language  so  well,  and  is  Accustomed  to  the  Woods,  we  should 
be  glad  he  would  accompany  us.  —  Col.  Bouquet  answered.  — 
they  shall  have  him,  —  and  addressed  the  Chiefs  as  follows  — 
viz*. 

Brothers.  — 

The  Chief  of  the  Turtle  Tribe  having  given  me  great  Reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  his  Conduct,  I  Depose  him:  from  this 
Moment  he  is  no  more  Chief,  the  Tribe  is  therefore  to  chuse 
another  Chief,  and  present  him  to  me.  —  I  shall  Confirm  him, 
and  he  shall  be  King  of  the  Turtle  Tribe,  and  acknowledged 


1  David  Owens,  a  deserter  who  had  lived  among  the  Shawnees. 
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as  such  by  the  English. — Nichiconeaclt  (or  the  two  Feathers) 
and  Cockodosi,  go  with  the  Captives  to  Fort  Pitt.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


At  a  Conference  held  with  the  Shawanese,  Muskingum 
Novemr.  12  th.  1764. 

Present.  —  Col.  Bouquet  —  with  the  Officers  mentioned  in  the 
former  Conferences  wth.  the  Delawares  &c  &c 


Indians.  — 


Keyinatitchtha 

Nimwa 


|  Shawanese  Chiefs 


Red  Hawk 

Lawissimo 

Benjwassica 

Eweekeenwee 

Keighteighque 


.Chief  Cap,s.  —  and  40  Warriors,  — 


Coghnawageys  Senecas  — 

Shauggowa  Chief )  Keyashuta  / 

&  20  Warriors  —  (  &  1 0  W arriors  —  \ 


Delawares.  — 

Custaloga  l  Ch.efc  &  30  Warriors  _ 
Beaver  ^ 

The  Red  Hawk  Speaker.  — 


Brother.  — 

We  are  come  to  this  Place  to  see  you,  and  thank  God  that 
we  are  here  met  together  which  gives  us  all  a  great  deal  of 
Pleasure  Brother  —  You  will  listen  to  us  your  Y ounger  Breth¬ 
ren,  —  and  as  we  discover  something  in  your  Eyes  that  shows 
you  are  not  satisfied  with  us,  we  now  wipe  away  every  thing  bad 
between  us,  that  you  may  see  us  clearly.  —  And  as  you  have 
heard  many  bad  Stories,  we  likewise  clean  your  Ears  that  you 
may  hear  us  speak,  and  Remove  every  thing  bad  between  us. 
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that  it  may  be  like  the  Hearts  of  our  Ancestors,  when  they 
thought  of  nothing  but  what  was  good,  We  now  hope,  as  you  are 
a  Warrior  that  you  will  think  of  nothing  but  good.  — 

A  String  — 

Brother.  — 

When  you  arrived  at  this  Place,  we  were  informed  of  your 
Desire.  We  immediately  set  about  Gathering  your  Flesh,  and 
Blood,  and  accordingly,  all  that  could  be  Collected  at  this  time, 
we  have  now  brought  you.  but  there  Remains  more  amongst  us, 
which  you  may  be  assured,  you  shall  see  in  the  Spring.  — 

Brother.  — 

A  Year  and  a  half  ago,  we  made  a  Peace  with  you  at  Fort 
Pitt,  which  was  soon  after  broke;  but  that  was  neither  your  Fault, 
nor  Ours,  but  the  whole  Blame  is  to  be  laid  on  the  Ottawas, 
who  are  a  foolish  People,  and  are  the  Cause  of  this  War.  When 
we  now  saw  you  coming  this  Road,  you  advanced  towards  us 
with  a  T omhaTvk  in  your  hand,  but  we  your  Younger  Brethren 
take  it  out  of  your  hand,  and  send  it  up  to  God  to  dispose  of 
it  as  he  pleases,  by  which  means  we  hope,  never  to  See  it  more.  — 

And  now  Bretheren  we  beg  that  you  who  are  Warriors  will 
take  Hold  of  this  Chain  of  Friendship,  and  Receive  it  from  us, 
who  are  also  Warriors,  and  let  us  think  no  more  of  War,  but 
take  Pity  of  our  Old  Men,  our  Women,  and  Children.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother.  — 

Since  the  Peace  we  made  at  Fort  Pitt,  many  of  our  Young 
men  on  both  sides  have  been  killed  by  this  War,  occasioned  by 
the  Ottawas ;  —  but  now  I  bury  their  Bones,  so  that  they  shall 
be  no  more  seen.  —  Brother.  —  Now  that  we  have  thrown  away 
everything  bad  out  of  our  Hearts,  we  hope  that  you  will  hear 
favorably  our  great  Men,  who  are  not  now  at  home,  but  will 
surely  come,  and  speak  to  you  in  the  Spring  at  Fort  Pitt,  and 
then  you  shall  hear  nothing,  but  good.  — 


A  Belt.  — 
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This  is  all  your  Younger  Brethren  have  to  say  to  you  at 
present.  — 

They  then  Produced  the  following  Letters,  Messages,  and 
Treaties  which  were  Read  —  viz*. 

A  treaty  held  with  them  April  21st.  1701  — 

A  Message  from  Govr.  Gordon1  Decemr.  4th.  1  730  — 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Penn  Jan>\  1 8th.  1  732  — 

A  Letter  from  Govr.  Thomas2  August  1 6th.  1  742.  — 

After  which  he  added,  —  Now  Brother,  I  beg  that  we  who 
are  Warriors  may  forget  our  Disputes,  and  Renew  the  antient 
Friendship  which  appears  by  these  Papers  to  have  subsisted 
between  our  Ancestors.  — 

Col.  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

Cap,s.  &  Warriors.  — 

I  have  heard  your  Speaker,  and  seen  the  Papers  you  have  laid 
before.  —  I  shall  take  them  into  Consideration,  and  tomorrow 
morning  I  will  give  you  my  Answer  at  this  Place.  —  in  the  mean 
time,  I  will  Receive  the  few  Prisoners  you  have  brought  us.  — 
(they  Delivered  thirty  Six  Prisoners) 


At  a  Conference  Held  November  the  14th.  1764.  — 

Present  Col.  Henry  Bouquet  with  the  same  Officers,  &  Indians 
as  at  the  Conference  of  the  1 2th.  &c.  — 

— Col.  Bouquet’s  Speech  to  the  Shawanese.  — 

Cap,s.  &  Warriors.  — 

The  Speeches  you  delivered  the  day  before  Yesterday  would 
have  been  agreeable  to  me,  if  your  Actions  had  Corresponded 
with  your  ^Yrds.  You  spoke  much  of  your  Disposition  for 
Peace,  but  at  the  same  time  you  neglected  to  Comply  with  the 


1  Patrick  Gordon,  deputy  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  1726-1736. 

2  George  Thomas,  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  1  738-1  747. 
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only  Condition,  upon  which  you  can  Obtain  it.  —  To  sett  this 
Matter  in  a  clear  Light,  I  will  Repeat  to  you,  what  has  passed 
between  me  &  your  Chiefs.  I  received  a  Message  at  Fort  Pitt 
by  two  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  were  empowered  by  the 
Senecas  living  on  the  Ohio,  the  Delawares,  and  the  Shawanese, 
to  ask  for  Peace.  I  told  them  that  if  you  were  desirous  of  Peace, 
your  Chiefs  should  come  to  Tuskarawa,  and  speak  themselves 
to  me.  —  accordingly  Keisinautchtha  met  me  at  that  place,  a 
Month  ago  with  some  of  your  People,  &  having  heard  the  Con¬ 
ditions  prescribed  to  the  Senecas,  &  Delawares,  he  told  me  that 
he  accepted  them  likewise  for  the  Shawanese,  and  that  they 
would  certainly  come  to  me  at  this  Place  in  ten  days,  when 
they  would  deliver  up  all  their  Prisoners.  —  in  Consequence  of 
that  Engagement  I  did  not  attack  you,  as  I  had  intended,  but 
have  waited  at  this  Place  for  you  ever  since.  —  You  are  come  at 
last,  bringing  only  a  small  Part  of  your  Prisoners,  and  you  pro¬ 
pose  to  put  off  the  Delivering  of  the  rest  ’till  the  Spring,  the 
Delawares  have  been  equally  concernd  with  you  in  this  War; 
they  have  submitted  to  the  Conditions  I  required  of  them,  fully 
Complying  with  every  part  of  their  Engagements  with  me,  and 
have  given  me  entire  satisfaction  by  their  Conduct  in  the  Course 
of  this  Transaction. — what  Right  have  you  to  expect  different 
Terms?  I  shall  cut  this  matter  short  with  you,  and  before  I 
explain  myself  further,  I  insist  upon  your  giving  me  an  immediate 
answer  to  the  Questions  I  shall  ask  you.  — 

A  String.  — 

First.  —  Will  you  immediately  Collect,  and  Deliver  up  all  the 
Prisoners  yet  in  your  Possession,  —  Men,  Women,  &  Children 
and  the  French  living  amongst  you,  —  with  all  the  Negroes  that 
you  have  taken  from  us,  either  in  this,  or  any  other  W ar,  without 
any  Exception  or  Evasion  whatsoever?  — 

Secondly. —  Will  you  give  Six  of  your  People  as  Hostages 
to  remain  in  my  Hands  for  Security  that  all  the  above  Prisoners 
shall  be  Delivered  without  Delay,  and  that  your  Nations  shall 
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comit  no  Hostilities  on  the  Persons,  or  Properties  of  his  Majes¬ 
ties  Subjects?  — 

A  Belt.  — 


The  Shawanes’s  Answer.  —  Beniwasica 1  Speaker.  — 


Brother.  — 


What  you  have  now  Required,  we  agree  to.  —  Six  of  our 
People  shall  go  with  you,  as  Hostages,  and  I  myself  will  imme¬ 
diately  return  to  our  lower  Town,  and  collect  all  your  Flesh, 
and  Blood  that  you  may  see  them,  as  soon  as  we  can  Carry 
them  to  Fort  Pitt.  —  As  to  the  Frenchmen  you  desire  us  to  deliver 
up,  we  cannot  do  it:  they  are  your  Subjects;  do  what  you  will 
with  them.  —  but  we  believe  they  are  Returned  before  this  time 
to  their  own  Country.  — 


Here  they  named  the  following  Hostages  — 
Red  Hawk,  or  Messquepelathee 
Eweekumvee,  or  Kurstler 
Keighteighqua,  or  Twamina 
Buck,  or  Com  Blade2 


Wakecawpa 

Neighthakeina 


1 

l 


Colonel  Bouquet’s  Answer.  — 

Capts.  &  Warriors  — 

As  you  have  consented  to  the  Terms  I  have  offered  you,  I 
will  now  treat  you  with  the  same  Indulgence  I  have  shewn  to  the 
Delawares,  and  put  you  in  the  way  to  renew  the  friendship  that 
formerly  subsisted  between  us.  — 

A  String.  — 


I  came  here  determined  to  strike  you  with  a  Tomhawk  in 
my  hand;  but  since  you  have  submitted,  it  shall  not  fall  upon 
your  heads :  I  will  let  it  drop,  and  it  shall  no  more  be  seen.  —  I 

1  Chief  of  the  Shawnees. 

2  Comblade,  Cornstalk,  Keightighqua,  Tawname  Buck,  a  Shawnee 
Chief. 
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bury  the  Bones  of  all  the  People  who  have  fallen  in  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  War,  and  Cover  the  Place  with  Leaves,  so  that  it  shall  be 
no  more  perceived.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Having  now  Buried  the  dead,  and  seen  that  you  have  Re¬ 
moved  everything  bad  from  your  Hearts,  I  will  again  treat  you 
as  Brothers,  and  speak  to  you  as  such.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brothers.  — 

As  you  are  now  going  to  Collect  all  our  Flesh,  and  Blood, 
remaining  amongst  you  to  deliver  them  up  as  soon  as  possible,  at 
Fort  Pitt,  I  desire  that  you  will  use  them  with  Tenderness,  and 
look  upon  them  as  Brothers,  and  no  longer  as  Captives:  and 
as  they  have  Relations  in  this  Army,  who  are  anxious  to  see 
them,  I  intend  to  send  some  of  them  with  you  to  assist  in  bringing 
them  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  I  hope  you  will  give  them  all  the  As¬ 
sistance  in  your  Power.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brothers.  — 

I  have  now  settled  every  thing  with  you  as  W arriors ;  what 
remains,  concerns  the  Peace;  and  will  be  settled  with  your 
Chiefs.  — 

Colonel  Bouquet’s  Speech  to  the  Shawanese  Chiefs  &c  — 
Brothers.  — 

Every  Condition  Preliminary  to  a  Peace  having  now  been 
agreed  upon  between  us,  I  permit  you  to  appoint  Deputies  to  go 
to  Sir  William  Johnson  to  make  your  Peace,  the  said  Deputies 
are  to  have  full  Power  to  treat  for  your  Nation,  and  you  are  to 
promise  to  execute  punctually  what  shall  be  stipulated  by  them 
at  that  Treaty.  —  as  soon  as  you  have  appointed  them,  you  will 
present  them  to  me,  and  I  will  give  them  Letters  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  to  inform  him  of  what  has  passed  at  this  Place  (vide 
Page  224) 1 — 

A  Belt.  — 


1  Bouquet  to  Johnson,  Nov.  15,  1764,  Johnson  Papers,  4:585-86. 
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The  Coghnawageys  addressing  the  Shawanese  with  a  String 
of  Wampum,  told  them  that  they  were  glad  to  see  them  settle 
matters  peaceably  with  their  Brethren  the  English,  and  bid  them 
be  strong  in  doing  good,  and  Peace  would  last  for  ever.  — 

A  String  — 


King  Beaver  addressed  the  Shawanese.  — 
Grandchildren.  — 

It  gives  me  great  Pleasure  to  see  you  comply  with  every  thing 
now  Required  of  you  by  your  Brothers  the  English,  and  as  they 
have  desired  to  see  all  their  Flesh,  and  Blood,  be  strong  and 
deliver  them  up,  as  we  have  done:  then  we  may  expect  an  ever¬ 
lasting  Peace.  —  and  observe  what  our  Uncles  the  Cognawageys 
have  said  to  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


Keyashuta  Addressed  the  Shawanese  — 

Brothers.  — 

Be  Strong,  and  Perform  every  thing  you  promise,  and  I  desire 
you  will  appoint  som  of  your  Wise  men  to  go  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
with  the  Deputies  going  from  the  Delawares,  and  us.  — 

Beniwissica  returned  the  Cognawagas,  and  Senecas  thanks 
for  the  good  Advice  they  gave  them,  and  said  that  his  Nation 
wou’d  hold  fast  by  the  Friendship  now  Settled,  as  it  was  what 
they  long  wished  for.  — 

Then  told  Col.  Bouquet  that  he  would  immediately  go  home 
to  his  Town  to  make  his  People  acquainted  with  what  had 
passed,  as  it  would  give  them  all  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  — 

Novemr.  16th.  —  The  Turtle  Tribe  of  the  Delawares  presented 
to  Col.  Bouquet  TatpisI(ahoung  the  new  Chief  they  had  chosen 
in  the  room  of  Nellohaways  deposed,  &  he  was  confirmed  by  the 
Colonel  — 
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FRANCIS  NARTLOO  TO  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

Copy 1 

Royal  Blocl?  House  Novbr.  16th.  1764 
Sir. 

I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Indians  of  Connowaroherry 
have  within  These  3  weeks  drove  off  a  Flock  of  23  Sheep  from 
this  Post  20  of  which  they  Killed  and  the  remaining  3  they  abso¬ 
lutely  refused  delivering  when  I  sent  to  the  Castle  without  a 
Ransom  of  Two  Dollars  a  Head.  I  am  &c  &c 

Fras.  Nartloo 

To  Col.  Bradstreet  (Lieut.) 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 2 

Fort  George,  N.  Y.  Novr.  19.  1764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  so  much  engaged  in  finishing  my  Dispatches  to  his 
Majesty’s  Ministers  when  I  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  Instant 
that  I  could  not  answer  it  by  that  Post. 

I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  Indian  Purchase  &  Pattent 
of  Kayaderosseras  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations  under 
the  Seal  of  the  Province  so  that  it  may  be  brought  authentically 
before  the  Parliament,  and  I  shall  with  this  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  Indian  Deed  if  I  can  get  it  copied  before  the  Post  goes. 

The  proposal  of  your  reconciling  the  Indians  to  that  Pattent 
was  another  low  insinuation  that  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Indians 

1  In  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Original  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  245. 

2  Printed  in  Nerv  Yorf?  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  405-7. 
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arises  from  you,  which  the  affidavits  of  which  you  sent  me  copies 
remove,  &  therefore  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  send  duplicates 
of  them  signed  by  the  Justice  before  whom  they  were  taken. 

I  shall  be  well  pleased  with  any  alteration  you  think  proper 
to  make  in  the  Draft  of  the  Letter  I  sent  you  for  I  have  no 
other  view  but  to  serve  you.  I  am  told  the  King  has  taken  a 
resolution  not  to  Grant  more  than  20,000  acres  to  one  Person, 
if  so,  as  I  believe  it  is  true,  it  may  be  proper  in  case  your  Tract 
exceeds  that  quantity,  to  think  of  some  other  name  for  the  re¬ 
mainder,  as  I  find  has  been  done  in  England  by  some  great  Men 
there,  when  they  wanted  more  Land  than  the  King  would  allow 
to  one  person. 

Maybee1  has  presented  a  Petition  to  me  in  Council  which  is 
referred  to  you.  If  he  cannot  with  your  assistance  make  the 
Indians  easy,  I  shall  order  the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute, 
but  in  what  form  it  can  be  done  I  know  not. 

There  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence  now  before  the  Council 
whether  appeals  are  to  be  allowed  from  the  Courts  of  common 
law  in  Civil  cases  to  the  Govr.  &  Council  and  from  them  to  the 
King  in  his  Privy  Council.  The  Judges  have  refused  to  admit 
of  such  appeals,  &  I  stand  singly  in  support  of  the  Kings  Preroga¬ 
tive.  This  will  have  great  consequences  after  it  comes  before 
the  King  in  his  Council,  as  it  must  do.  The  Owners  of  the  great 
Pattents  are  terribly  affrayd  of  it  &  fill  the  Minds  of  the  People 
with  unjust  &  unreasonable  apprehensions,  but  all  they  can  do 
will  only  serve  to  irritate  the  Ministry  for  the  Kings  Prerogative 
will  be  zealously  supported  whatever  they  may  foolishly  think  of 
intimidating  the  King  &  his  Ministers.  I  am  with  great  esteem 
&  affection. 


1  Cobus  Maybe,  his  brother  Joseph  and  others  of  his  family  attempted, 
by  getting  certain  Indians  drunk,  to  persuade  them  to  sign  a  deed  to  the 
land  they  lived  on. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

New  York  Noor.  19lh.  1764. 

Copy/. 

Dear  Sir 

I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  8th.  of  November,2  and 
was  before  the  Receipt  of  it,  pretty  well  satisfied,  that  the  Seneca 
Nation,  cou’d  not  in  general,  have  had  any  Concern,  in  the 
Belts  sent  to  the  Twigtwees,  from  the  Circumstances  of  time;  it 
does  not  seem  likely,  that  Captn.  Morris’s  Journey  to  the  Ilinois 
cou’d  have  been  made  known  to  the  Seneca  Nation  time  enough 
for  them  to  have  got  before  him,  to  the  Miamie  Fort.  This,  and 
many  other  things  remain  to  be  cleared  up,  and  I  most  sincerely 
wish  to  hear  that  the  troops  were  returned  from  Sandusky,  and 
that  all  was  well  on  that  side. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  Warrant  for  the  pay  of  your  own 
Appointments,  and  that  of  your  Officers.  There  is  a  mistake 
in  the  other  account,  which  occasions  it  to  be  sent  back,  in  order 
to  be  rectified.  You  have  in  that  Account,  given  Credit  for  a 
Warrant  made  out  in  June,  which  is  already  settled,  being  a 
compleat  Warrant,  with  your  receipt  to  Mr.  Mortier,  for  the 
amount  of  it,  and  has  therefore  been  sent  home.  You  received 
£5000,  on  Account  in  April.  This  was  advanced  you  not  by 
Warrant,  but  by  an  order  on  Mr.  Mortier  to  advance  you  so 
much  on  account,  which  sum  he  should  deduct  out  of  the  first 
Warrant,  granted  in  your  name.  You  desired  it  might  not  be  de¬ 
ducted  in  the  Warrant  of  June,  therefore  must  be  deducted  from 
the  present  One.  But  this  you  need  take  no  notice  of  in  your 
account,  as  the  present  Warrant  must  be  made  out  for  the  whole 
Sum,  for  which  you  will  give  your  receipt  accordingly.  Mr. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Another  copy  in  Gage  Letter 
Book,  Harvard  College  Library,  is  printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collec¬ 
tions,  10:363. 

2  Ante  pp.  399-403. 
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Mortier  will  of  course  deduct  the  £5000,  in  the  payment  of  it, 
and  then  the  Order  for  the  said  Sum  advanced  is  cancelled.  And 
by  this  means,  the  whole  Sum  goes  home  to  the  treasury  in  one 
regular  Warrant.  They  have  made  a  memorandum  of  this,  in 
my  Office,  which  f  transmit  to  you,  least  I  may  not  have  ex¬ 
plained  it  clearly  enough.  I  am  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar1.  &ca 

INDORSED : 

Copy/  To 

Sir  William  Johnson 
Bart.  &ca. 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  Novr.  19th.  1764. 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  9hr.  20lh.  1764 

Private 
Dear  Sir  — 

Being  at  Conajohare  for  these  few  days  past,  Col1.  Bradstreet 
passed  me,  but  on  hearing  of  my  being  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
He  sent  Lieu'.  Mant  to  beg  I  would  meet  him  next  Day,  which 
I  accordingly  did,  when  he  shewed  me  many  Papers  relative  to 
his  transactions  dureing  the  Campaign,  all  wh.  plainly  shew  a 
good  deal  of  design,  and  that  he  is  determined  to  do  what  I 
think,  and  what  I  told  him  he  had  better  let  alone,  but  he  de¬ 
clared  he  would  vindicate  his  conduct  to  the  utmost,  and  shew 
the  World  he  acted  up  to  his  Instructions,  I  repeated  my  opinion 
&  told  him  that  things  were  often  made  worse  by  publishing.  He 
said  he  must  defend  himself  when  struck  at  wL  he  thought  he 
could  easily  do,  &  that  he  supposed  Y ou  had  wrote  a  great  deal 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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home  to  his  disadvantage,  I  told  him  that  in  such  delicate  points, 
a  man  should  not  Act  upon  supposition.  His  answer  was  much 
ye.  same  with  the  former,  &  in  a  verry  high  Strain.  I  then 
took  him  to  task  for  the  unfair  Steps  he  had  taken  wA  regard 
to  the  Indians,  &  Indian  Officers  Examinations,  &  told  him  I 
much  doubted  the  authenticity  of  ye.  translation  or  rather  Inter¬ 
pretation  of  their  Answers  to  him,  as  well  as  that  of  Thomas 
Kings  Examination,  then  asked  him  what  reason  he  had  to  Swear 
Capts.  Montour1  &  Johnston2  at  the  Court  of  Enquiry,  that  the 
Instructions  they  received  from  me  was  what  he  was  to  Judge 
by,  as  by  them  he  would  learn  my  Sentiments  (which  I  thought 
he  well  knew  before)  respecting  the  part  which  the  Indians  & 
Rangers  were  to  Act  until  they  had  Joined  him.  He  said  twas 
verry  true,  there  was  no  occasion  for  their  Swearing  had  they  not 
left  their  Instructions  with  part  of  their  baggage  at  Niagra  or 
some  of  the  Posts.  —  I  then  told  him  that  he  could  not  have 
forgot  what  passed  in  his  presence  at  Niagra  when  he  gave  the 
War  Feast  at  which  time  the  Six  Nations  in  their  War  Song 
declared  their  firm  resolution  of  falling  upon  the  Shawanese  & 
Delawares  liveing  on  and  about  the  Scioto  plains,  that  I  then, 
&  at  other  times  told  him  (on  hearing  him  say  he  intended  going 
to  Detroit  first)  that  if  so,  I  much  feared  the  Indians  would 
all  be  dissatisfied,  &  think  we  were  not  in  Earnest,  as  the  Indians 
of  Scioto  &  that  Quarter  were  ye.  People  against  whom  they 
took  up  the  Hatchet,  &  against  whom  they  all  along  expected 
the  Army,  &  they  were  to  March.  —  I  then  asked  him  (if  the 
Delawares,  Shawanese  &ca.  regarded  the  Peace  they  made  with 
him)  why  they  did  not  comply  with  the  Terms  thereof,  he 
answered  that  Your  letter  prevented  it,  &  Co11.  Bouquets  March, 
(here,  he  says,  I  think  it  behoves  you  to  exert  yr.  self,  as  You  are 
concerned  wth.  regard  to  ye.  Inds.  —  I  answered,  I  could  easily 
clear  my  conduct,  that  my  verry  Instructions  would  do  that.  — ) 3 


1  Henry  Montour,  captain  of  Indians. 

2  John  Johnston,  captain  of  Indians. 

3  Material  in  parenthesis  was  written  in  the  margin  at  this  point. 
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Who  by  the  by  had  not  moved  for  some  time  after.  —  The  dis¬ 
persed,  distressed  &  confused  State  of  the  Army,  exceeds  that 
of  most  Armys  who  have  been  entirely  routed,  &  had  not  the 
Chenussios  been  sincere  in  their  engagements  made  to  me,  I  am 
certain  that  ten  Men  of  the  whole  Army  Scattered  &  distressed 
as  they  were,  would  never  have  reached  Niagra,  or  even  the 
carrying  place.  —  this  much,  I  thought  I  could  not  (consistent 
with  the  freindship  so  long  subsisting  between  us)  avoid  acquaint¬ 
ing  You  with,  that  You  may  know  the  Design  &  guard  against 
it,  and  as  it  is  a  freedom  merely  proceeding  from  freindship  & 
Esteem  I  hope  You  will  not  take  it  amiss.  —  the  whole  of  it  is, 
and  Shall  remain  entirely  within  my  own  breast.  — 

I  shall  conclude  with  acquainting  You  of  an  Affair,  which  if 
not  put  a  Stop  to,  will  give  the  utmost  Dissatisfaction  to  the 
Indians  in  General,  &  to  the  Mohawks  in  particular,  it  is  this, 
One  Ury  Klock,  a  Man  of  an  Infamous  Character,  who  has  for 
Severall  Y ears  past  occasioned  many  quarrels  &  disputes  in  these 
parts,  privately  makeing  Divisions  and  Partys  amongst  the 
Indians,  as  also  between  them,  &  His  Majestys  Subjects  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Service,  a  considerable  Expence  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  also  much  trouble  to  me  in  my  Department,  and  He  acts 
so  privately,  that  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  lay  hold  of 
him.  —  He  is  now  Sending  a  Son  of  his  named  George  Klock, 
(a  Chip  of  the  old  Block)  to  England,  from  thence  he  is  to  go 
to  Holland  &  Germany,  and  is  carrying  away  two  Indians  of 
the  Conajohare  Tribe  in  order  to  Shew,  and  make  money  by 
them,  The  Indians  are  all  much  offended  at  it,  and  begged  they 
might  not  be  allowed  to  carry  away  their  people  but  have  them 
sent  back,  there  were  two  of  ye.  same  Nation  taken  away  in  the 
same  manner  last  Year  &  never  heard  of,  wh.  has  done  a  good 
deal  of  Harm.  As  this  will  reach  you  before  they  sail  from 
York,  I  doubt  not  you  will  forbid  Klock,  or  his  Associate  one 
Martah  Nestle,  takeing  the  Indians  with  them  at  their  Peril,  from 
that,  or  any  other  Port  of  America,  but  that  they  bring  or  Send 
them  back  to  their  Castle. 
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I  have  mentioned  it  also  to  the  Lieu*.  Governour,  fearing  you 
might  be  out  of  town,  &  they  get  off. 

I  am  in  great  Want  of  money  to  discharge  the  Several  Sums 
yet  due,  so  hope  You  have  ordered  me  a  Warrant  for  the  Am*, 
of  the  last  Accn.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  sincere  respect 
and  affection 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  Humble  Servant 

the  Honrble.  GenC  Gage  —  WM.  JOHNSON 

INDORSED: 

Private 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Novr.  20th. 

1764 

received  Novr.  28'*1.  — 

FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy1 

Camp  upon  Muskingum,  Novemr.  1 7lh.  1 764  — 

Sir  — 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  reed  my  letters  dated  at  Tus- 
karawas  the  21st.  of  OctoL2  from  whence  the  Army  marched 
the  22d.,  &  arrived  at  this  place  the  25th.  being  fixed  upon  as 
more  convenient  than  W akatumakie  for  the  sev1.  Nations  to 
deliver  up  their  Prisoners.  — We  have  held  at  this  place  several 
Conferences,  with  the  Senecas  who  live  upon  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Delawares,  during  the  Transacting  of  which  business,  they  have 
shewed  a  great  desire  for  Peace,  and  strictly  complied  in  De- 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Ante  pp.  385-86.  See  also  Bouquet  to  Johnson,  October  21,  1764, 
Johnson  Papers,  4:571. 
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livering  up  all  their  Prisoners.  —  Col.  Bouquet  has  thought 
proper  to  Refer  them  to  you  for  the  concluding  of  Peace  with, 
and  they  have  appointed  Deputies  who  are  immediately  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  you  for  that  purpose.  —  they  have  likewise  delivered  up 
six  of  their  Prisoners  from  the  Delawares,  and  one  from  the 
Senecas,  as  Hostages,  for  the  true  Performance  of  the  Pre¬ 
liminary  Articles  required  of  them,  and  a  Security  that  they  will 
commit  no  Hostilities  against  the  Persons,  or  Properties  of  any 
of  his  Majesties  Subjects  till  a  Peace  is  Ratified  with  them,  for 
further  particulars,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  Minutes  of  the  whole 
Proceedings  with  them  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  you. 
(Vide  Page  225  of  this  Vol.)  1  —  The  Shawanese  have  behaved 
with  some  Insolence,  and  did  not  come  in  at  the  time  appointed 
with  their  Prisoners,  owing,  I  believe  to  some  Supplies,  which 
they  expected  from  the  French,  as  their  Chiefs,  who  went  to  the 
Illenois  last  Spring,  and  are  now,  I  am  informed  on  their  way 
returning  home  with  some  French  Traders,  and  five  large  Canoes 
loaded  with  Ammunition  &  Goods.  —  this  will  be  the  third 
time,  they  have  been  Supplied  by  the  French  during  this  War, 
which  will  appear  by  Major  Smallman’s  Letter  to  me,2  who  has 
been  a  Prisoner  amongst  them,  which  I  have  transmitted  to  you 
with  the  rest  of  the  Proceedings.  —  they  have  at  last  submitted 
to  the  same  Terms  with  the  Delawares,  &  given  Six  of  their 
Principal  Warriors,  as  Hostages,  ’till  they  have  Collected  & 
delivered  up  all  the  Prisrs.,  who  yet  remain  amongst  them,  this 
winter  at  Fort  Pitt.  We  have  recd.  upwds.  of  200  Prisoners  from 
the  diff*.  Nations,  &  the  business  being  finished,  the  Army  is  to 
return  to  Fort  Pitt  to  morrow. 

I  am  &c  — 

Alexr  McKee  — 


1  Ante  pp.  435-67. 

2  November  8,  1  764;  ante  pp.  403-4. 
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AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Nov.  13-23,  1764] 

Novemr.  13th.  —  Six  Chiefs  of  the  Minisinks  with  thirty  more 
arrived  at  Johnson  Hall  and  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum 
addressed  Sir  Wra.  and  went  through  the  usual  Ceremony.  viz‘. 
Clearing  the  Sight,  the  Speech,  and  the  way  to  the  Heart  so  as 
they  might  look  friendly  at  each  other,  and  speak  openly,  and 
candidly.  — 

3  Strings  — 

Then  with  a  Belt,  repeated  the  old  Agreement  entered  into 
(as  he  said  near  200  Years  ago)  between  their  Ancestors,  and 
ours,  that  they,  then,  gave  them  Possessions  &  commenced 
Brothers,  —  that  they  constantly  think  of  that  Agreement  which 
is  handed  down  from  Father  to  Son,  and  will  never  forget  it. 

Gave  the  Belt. 

By  three  Strings  assured  Sir  William  that  they  had  not 
neglected  making  use  of  the  Road  which  he  had  Opened  nine 
Years  ago  to  their  Settlement,  but  endeavored  all  in  their  power 
to  keep  it  clear  of  all  Obstructions,  —  that  they  now  came  along 
said  Road  with  their  old,  poor,  and  helpless  People  to  see  him, 
who  had  the  Care  of  them.  — 

3  white  Strings  — 

Sir  William  returned  the  Complement  of  Condolance  agree¬ 
able  to  their  Custom,  and  gave  them  in  return  — 

3  Strings  of  Wampum. 

And  in  answer  to  their  Belt,  told  them  that  he  was  much 
pleased  to  hear  them  repeat  part  of  the  old  Agreement  entered 
into  between  their  Forefathers,  and  ours,  and  that  they  would 
never  forget  the  same,  —  and  told  them  he  was  much  concerned 
to  find  so  many  of  the  several  Nations  had  forgot  it,  and  by 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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reason  thereof,  had  acted  so  unnatural,  cruel,  and  impolitick  a 
part  to  their  own  Prejudice,  and  that  of  others,  who  had  no 
hand  in  their  vile  Plot.  — 

Sir  Wm.  then  delivered  them  a  Belt,  desiring  they  wou’d 
keep  in  mind  their  Engagements,  which  would  be  the  only  future 
method  of  continuing,  and  preserving  the  friendship  of  the 
English,  on  which  alone  depended  their  happiness.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Lastly.  — 

Sir  William  told  them  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  they  were 
careful  in  keeping  the  Road  to  their  Settlement  clear,  and  open, 
and  desired  they  would  allways  take  care  not  to  suffer  any 
Stoppages  therein,  as  that  would  be  their  own  Loss,  &  that  he 
expected  they  were,  and  would  allways  be  honest,  and  sincere 
in  every  thing  they  said  to  him.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Then  told  them  that  as  a  few  of  their  young  Men  had  Joined 
the  Mohawks  going  to  Col.  Boquets,1  he  wou  d  give  them,  now 
here,  a  little  Clothing,  Provision,  and  some  Ammunition,  where¬ 
with  to  hunt.  — 

They  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  thanks  for  the  Ammunition  &c, 
and  assured  him  that  they  of  Chughnut  had  nothing  bad  in  their 
Hearts,  nor  any  thing  else,  but  to  live  in  friendship  with  the 
English.  —  They  then  told  Sir  Wm.  that  some  Indians  from 
Owegy,  and  Otseningo  going  down  in  three  Canoes  on  their  Hunt 
in  7ber;2  about  the  Susquahanna  River,  were  fired  upon,  about 
Wioming  by  a  Party  of  English,  —  that  the  Indians  called  out, 
they  were  friends,  and  desired  they  wou  d  not  fire  upon  them, 
nothwithstanding  which,  they  gave  them  a  second  fire,  and 
wounded  one  squaw  in  the  Shoulder  with  a  Buckshot,  and  also 
in  one  of  her  fingers,  whereupon  they  made  off,  which  was  a 


1  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet. 

2  September. 
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Circumstance  that  greatly1  their  sending  a  number  to  Join  Col. 
Boquet  by  that  Rout,  but  that  however  32  proceeded  in  order 
to  join  that  Army.  — 

Novemr.  20th.  —  On  this  day,  Bunt  chief  of  Onondaga,  the 
Speaker  T egaWarunte  with  several  Chiefs  of  said  Nation  arrived 
at  Johnson  Hall,  and  the  day  following  being  all  assembled  in 
the  Council  Room,  the  Speaker  Teyawarunte  begun  with  return¬ 
ing  the  Great  Spirit  many  thanks  for  his  Goodness  in  enableing 
Sir  Wm.  to  settle  matters  so  well  with  so  many  Nations  at 
Niagara,  and  also  for  his  safe  Return.  —  then  with  three  Strings 
of  Wampum  went  thro’  the  Ceremony  of  Condolance  usual  on 
such  Occasions.  — 

3  Strings  — 

T eyaWarunte  then  returned  Sir  Wm.  a  black  Belt  of  Wampum, 
which  he  had  sent  by  said  Speaker  some  time  ago  to  desire  the 
Senecas  would  punctually  fullfill  their  Engagements  entered  into 
with  him  at  Niagara.  —  He  then  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  that  they 
of  Onondaga  had  sent  a  Belt  of  their  own  on  that  Occasion, 
lest  his,  which  was  a  very  good  one,  shou’d  be  lost.  — 

Returned  a  black  Belt 

23d.  —  Being  called  into  Council,  Sir  Wm.  returned  their  Nation 
many  thanks  for  their  good  Dispositions,  and  the  helping  hand 
they  gave  him  at  the  General  Meeting  last  Summer,  at  Niagara, 
with  the  distant  Nations,  the  good  effects  whereof  he  did  not 
doubt  but  they  would  soon  feel,  as  also  all  well  disposed 
Indians.  —  then  went  through  the  Ceremony  of  Condolance  that 
is  usual,  in  return,  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum  — 

3  Strings  of  Wamp. 

After  that  was  over,  Sir  Wm.  condoled  the  death  of  Adaarious, 
one  of  their  Warriors  who  died  at  Sandusky  with  the  Army  in 
Septemr.  last,  and  covered  his  Grave  with  two  Stroud  Blankets, 
a  Pair  of  Stockings,  and  Ruffled  Shirt,  —  then  acquainted  the 


1  Word  omitted  in  the  manuscript. 
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Sachims,  that,  as  the  Ceremonials  were  over,  he  was  ready  to  hear 
what  they  had  to  say,  — 

Whereupon  Teyawarunte  speaker  stood  up,  and  addressed 
Sir  Wm.  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Brother  Gorah1  Warraghijagey.  — 

We  the  Sachims  of  Onondaga  take  this  Opportunity,  before 
the  Arrival  of  our  Warriors,  to  beg  you  would  take  all  pains  in 
your  power,  to  reconcile  them,  &  remove  all  uneasiness  from  their 
minds,  being  now  very  uneasy,  &  much  displeased  at  the  manner 
they  have  been  treated,  during  the  Campaign,  &  their  being  left 
in  so  distressed  a  manner  by  their  Leader.  —  but  above  all  on 
account  of  their  being  Charged  with  acting  an  indifferent  Part 
in  the  Campaign,  as  some  of  them  (who  arrived  sometime  ago 
with  the  sick)  with  Concern,  informed  us.  We,  on  our  part,  will 
use  all  Arguments,  on  their  Arrival,  at  our  Council  fire,  to 
Remove  all  uneasiness,  and  Anger  from  their  Breasts.  — 

Gave  a  Belt.  — 

Brother.  — 

The  Cayugas,  Oneidas,  and  Tuscaroras  lately  applied  to  us 
to  speak  to  you  for  the  Releasment  of  the  three  Chenussios,  con¬ 
fined  as  Hostages  at  Oswego.  —  We  are  realy  ashamed  to  ask 
the  favor,  as  we  were  all  present  at  Niagra  when  the  Senecas 
delivered  them  to  you,  until  they  had  given  up  the  Squash  cutter, 
and  Attiatawitsera,  two  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares,  which  they 
have  not  as  yet  done;  and  should  we  be  refused,  we  shall  be 
much  ashamed,  as  they  all  look  upon  us  to  have  some  Interest 
with  our  Brethren,  and  that  we  do  not  seem  to  be  concerned 
at  their  confinement  in  our  Country,  and  under  our  Eyes ;  Where¬ 
fore  with  this  Belt  of  Wampum,  we  entreat  you  to  use  your 
Interest  with  the  General  for  their  Releasement.  — 

Gave  a  large  Belt 

The  Speaker  then  said,  he  had  finished. 

1  Gora  implies  a  person  in  authority  under  His  Majesty.  The  gover¬ 
nors  were  addressed  by  that  title,  and  the  Indians  often  made  use  of  it 
when  addressing  Sir  William  Johnson. 
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Eod.  Die,  P:M:  — Sr.  Wm.  met  them  again,  and  Answered 
as  follows  —  viz‘.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  thank  you  for  your  Advice,  but  am  sorry  to  hear  from 
you  that  there  is  so  great  a  necessity  for  you,  and  me  to  take 
the  Steps  you  now  Recommend  towards  pacifying,  and  settling 
the  discontented  minds  of  the  Six  Nation  Warriors,  who  accom¬ 
panied  his  Majestys  Troops  this  Campaign,  and  you  may  be 
assured,  that,  when  I  am  made  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
Cause  of  their  uneasiness,  and  that  from  the  Chieftains  of  each 
Nation,  I  shall  then  take  the  proper  Measures  for  removing  any 
Disquietudes  they  now  complain  of  — 

A  Belt. 


Brethren.  — 

As  to  the  Request  made  to  you  by  the  other  Nations,  and 
the  reasons  they  give  for  applying  to  you,  they  are  really  very 
trifling,  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  they  do  not  appear  so  to  you. 
Your  Complying  now  with  their  Request,  is  not  Acting  like  the 
wise  People  which  you  are  taken  for.  What  must  your  Brethren 
think  of  you,  who  were  present,  and  a  great  means  of  the  Senecas 
coming  into  my  Proposals,  now  to  request  that  we  wou’d  give  up 
the  Hostages,  before  that  Nation  performed  their  Promises,  wch. 
were  made  in  the  Presence  of  so  many  other  Nations,  and  upon 
which  terms  only,  Peace  was  granted  to  them?  As  I  have  a 
great  Regard  for  your  Nation,  I  wish  you  to  continue  the  good 
Character  you  have  acquired,  and  the  favorable  Opinion  which 
our  People  have  of  you,  I  must  desire  you  will  not  interfere 
in  this  Case,  but  rather  insist  on  the  Senecas  performing  their 
Engagements,  (which  I  think,  concerns  you  all)  then,  they,  8c 
you  will  find  me  ready  to  fullfill  mine,  which  is  only  to  deliver 
up  the  Hostages,  for  whom  I  have  ordered  warm  Clothing.  — 
Parted  — 


A  double  Belt.  — 
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Sir  Wm.  then  acquainted  them  with  some  news  he  received 
from  Col.  Boquet  which  he  had  by  Letter  from  him  the  21st. 
Ulto,1  —  after  which  they  desired  to  know  what  News  Mr. 
Croghan  had  brought  from  England,  that  they  might  acquaint 
all  the  Confederacy  therewith  before  they  went  into  the  Woods 
on  their  Hunt,  adding  that  they  were  very  impatient  to  hear  it, 
if  any.  — 

Sir  \Vm.  answered,  by  telling  them  he  would  meet  them  in  the 
Evening,  and  acquaint  them  with  such  particulars  as  concerned 
them.  —  then  withdrew.  — 

At  six  P:M.  being  again  assembled,  Sir  Wm.  told  them  that 
his  Majesty  had  directed  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  form  a  Plan  for 
the  Regulation  of  a  free  Trade  at  the  sev1.  Posts,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  Abuse,  or  Fraud  therein,  —  that  their  Lordships  had  ac¬ 
cordingly  form’d  such  a  Plan,  and  sent  it  to  him  lately  for  his 
Perusal,  and  Opinion,  —  that  as  soon  as  that  Plan  took  place, 
which  was  expected,  it  wou’d,  by  the  next  Spring,  the  Indians 
would  be  sure  of  a  fair  and  plentiful  Trade  at  the  several  Posts 
appointed  for  the  same,  —  that  a  Commissary,  a  Smith,  and  In¬ 
terpreter,  were  to  be  stationed  at  each  Post.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

That  his  Majesty,  and  great  Men  being  of  Opinion  that 
nothing  cou’d  so  effectually  prevent  Disputes  between  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  the  Indians,  as  a  Boundary  Line  between  them,  had 
directed  that  he  should  propose  the  same  to  the  Six  Nations, 
and  settle  it  with  them  in  such  a  Manner  as  will  most  tend  to 
the  entire  Satisfaction  of  both  parties:  —  Sir  Wm.  then,  after 
Saying  a  great  deal  to  them  on  the  Subject,  desired  to  hear  their 
Opinion.  — 

A  large  Belt  w,h.  a  Square 

The  Indians  returned  Sir  Wm.  many  thanks  for  Communica¬ 
ting  so  much  news  to  them,  &  assured  him,  that  what  was  pro¬ 
posed,  was  very  agreeable  to  them.  — 


1  Johnson  Papers,  4:570-71. 
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Sir  Wm.  then  desired  them  to  be  ready  for  a  Meeting,  when 
called  upon,  which  might  be,  in  about  six  Weeks  time,  or  when 
they  all  Returned  from  Hunting,  which  they  approved  of  — 
Gave  them  some  Clothing,  Cash  &c  to  the  Chiefs,  and  parted. 

FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 

Fort  Pit,  December  3d.  1 764. 
Sir. 

The  Troops  returned  the  28lC  of  November  to  this  place,  and 
brought  the  Deputies  &  Hostages  for  the  Delawares,  with  the 
Hostages  delivered  up  by  the  Shawanese,  two  of  whom  were  to 
have  proceeded  as  Deputies  with  those  of  the  Delawares  to  con¬ 
clude  a  Peace  at  the  same  time  with  them,  —  the  others,  who 
were  to  have  remained  in  the  Fort,  apprehensive  of  being  confined 
left  us  in  the  night,  and  were  followed  by  their  Deputies  in  the 
Morning,  a  Party  of  the  Cognawageys  were  dispatched  after 
them,  but  returned  without  being  able  to  overtake  them,  upon 
which  Col.  Bouquet  sent  the  inclosed  Message  to  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Delawares.  —  I  am  informed  by  Killbuck  that  one  great 
reason  of  the  Shawanese  behaving  in  such  a  manner  is,  that  they 
lately  received  some  Twists  of  Tobacco  from  the  French  living 
at  the  Illenois,  encouraging  them  to  carry  on  the  War  against 
the  English,  &  that  they  wou’d  still  endeavour  to  supply  them 
with  Ammunition.  This  they  received  at  our  Camp  upon  Mus¬ 
kingum  from  some  French,  who  I  suppose  may  be  arrived  at 
the  lower  Shawanese  town  by  this  time,  whom  Major  Smallman" 
mentioned  to  me  to  be  on  their  way  there.  The  Pride  &  In¬ 
solence  of  this  Nation  will  never  be  lowered  until  they  are  de¬ 
prived  of  any  Connection  with  ye.  French  —  As  soon  as  I  am 
able  to  learn  from  the  Delawares  what  Step  they  intend  to  take, 
as  to  their  late  Conduct,  shall  immediately  transmit  you  an  acc*. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Major  Thomas  Smallman. 
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it-  I  enclose  a  List  of  the  Prisoners  Names1  who  have  been 
delivered  up  this  Campaign  by  the  sev1.  Nations  — 

(Signed). 

Alexander  McKee 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS2 3 

Johnson  Hall  December  1sl.  1764  — 

Two  Indians  from  Naraganset  arrived  here  with  many  Papers, 
relative  to  a  dispute  between  them,  and  their  Sachim  about  their 
Lands.  —  Sir  William  being  then  extremely  hurried  in  settling 
other  Matters,  was  obliged  to  detain  them  until  the  3d.  ins‘.  when 
he  wrote  a  Letter  to  their  Chief,  and  desired  therein,  that,  in 
Case  he  could  not  settle  the  Dispute  between  him,  and  his  People, 
he  wou  d  then  come  to  him,  and  he  would  assist  all  in  his  power 
in  Settling  the  same.  —  Sir  William  also  wrote  a  Letter  to  Mr. 
Robinson '  the  Lawyer  concerned  for  the  Inds.  against  their 
Sachim.  —  Then  gave  both  Letters  to  the  Messengers,  with  his 
Advice  to  them  to  agree  amongst  themselves.  —  &  dismissed 
them.  — 

Sir  William  Johnson  received  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Tracy 
dated  Norwich  July  1  1th.  1764  together  wth.  the  Heads  of  the 
Controversy  between  the  Colony  of  Conecticuit  and  the  Mohic- 
con  Indians,  of  both  which  the  following  is  a  Copy.4  viz*.  — 

HENRY  BOUQUET  TO  CUSTALOGA  ET  AL 
Contemporary  Copy5 

Copy  of  Col.  Bouquets  Message  to  Custaloga,  King  Beaver, 
and  King  Samuel  the  chiefs  of  the  Delaware  Nation,  December 
the  3J.  1764.  —  viz1. 

5  Post  pp.  485-9 1 . 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  Matthew  Robinson  of  South  Kingston,  R.  I.  See  Robinson  to  John¬ 
son,  November  15,  1764,  ante  pp.  405-6.  Sir  William’s  letter  to  Rob¬ 
inson  has  not  been  found. 

4  See  Tracy  to  Johnson,  July  11,  1764,  ante  pp.  254-62. 

5  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  inclosed  in  Gage 
to  Johnson,  December  3,  1  764. 
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Brothers.  — 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Shawanese 
who  were  given  to  me  as  Hostages  are  run  away  without  any 
reason,  as  you  will  hear  from  your  own  People,  who  are  treated 
here  as,  if  they  were  our  own  People.  — 

As  the  Shawanese  will  tell  Lies  to  you,  and  to  their  own 
Nation,  I  send  you  this  Message  to  let  you  know  the  truth,  and 
desire  you  will  immediately  acquaint  Keisinautchte  and  the  other 
Shawanese  Chiefs  with  it,  and  tell  them  that  I  don  t  mind  the 
bad  Conduct  of  the  Red  Hawk,  and  his  foolish  young  Men,  but 
recommend  it  to  them  to  be  Strong  in  doing  what  they  have 
promised,  and  to  bring  us  our  Flesh,  and  Blood,  and  send  wise 
men,  and  not  fools  to  make  Peace  with  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  But 
if  they  shou’d  be  foolish,  and  not  bring  in  our  P eople,  that  1 
will  once  more  go,  and  fetch  them,  which  will  be  bad  for  them. 
for  We  tread  heavy,  and  can  Crush  them  under  our  feet,  if  they 
make  us  angry  — 

Your  own  People  have  behaved  very  well,  and  they  shall 
return  to  you,  when  Killbuck  has  made  Peace.  —  The  bad 
Conduct  of  the  Shawanese  shall  make  no  Alteration  between 
you,  and  us,  —  I  wish  you  all  well,  and  desire  you  to  let  me 

know  what  the  Shawanese  will  do,  as  soon  as  you  can.  — 

A  String  — 

Henry  Bouquet.  — 

CAPTIVES  DELIVERED  TO  COLONEL  BOUQUET 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

List  of  Captives  taken  by  the  Indians  and  delivered  to  Col. 
Bouquet  by  the  Mingoes,  Delawares,  Shawanese,  Wyandots  & 
Mohiccons  at  Tuskarawas  &  Muskingum  NovemL  1764.  — 
transmitted  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar',  by  Mr.  Alexr.  McK.ee 
Assis*.  Agent  for  Indn.  Affairs,  Decr.  3d.  1764 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 


INDIANS  GIVING  A  TALK  TO  COLONEL  BOUQUET 
Engraving  from  a  painting  by  Benjamin  West 
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Numr. 

Engsh.  &  Indian 

Names  of  Males 

Where  taken 

When  taken 

1 

Michl.  Patterson 

Virginia 

1756 

2 

John  Bird 

ditto 

1756 

3 

Geo.  Yokeham 

ditto 

1763 

4 

Stepn.  Blankship 

ditto 

1758 

5 

Thomas  Harper 

ditto 

1764 

6 

Michh  See 

ditto 

1764 

7 

Geo.  See 

ditto 

1764 

8 

John  Huntsman 

ditto 

1764 

9 

Adam  Huntsman 

ditto 

1764 

10 

Solomon  Carpenter 

ditto 

_ 

1  1 

John  Gilmore 

— 

_ 

12 

Thomas  Wheat 

— 

_ 

13 

John  Freeling 

The  above 

1  3  Wth.  Col.  ) 

Me.  Neil’s 

Voluntiers  ( 

14 

Fredck.  Myers 

ditto 

_  J 

15 

Leond.  Hyard 

ditto 

1764 

16 

James  Bell 

ditto 

1764 

17 

Thomas  Collins 

ditto 

1763 

18 

James  Price 

ditto 

1757 

19 

Willm.  Young 

ditto 

1757 

20 

Jas.  Harris 

ditto 

_ 

21 

Chrisr.  Hirmntroud 

ditto 

_ 

22 

Michh  Cobble 

ditto 

_ 

23 

Bridget’s  Son 

ditto 

— 

24 

Cawacawache 

ditto 

_ 

25 

Nicholas  Petro 

ditto 

_ 

26 

Philip  Petro 

ditto 

— 

27 

Hance 

ditto 

_ 

28 

John  Williams 

ditto 

— 

29 

Dank  Rhoads 

ditto 

-  . 

30 

Henry.  Punnet. 

ditto 

— 

31 

Mordocai.  Babson 

ditto 

— 

32 

Michh  Rhoads 

ditto 

— 

the  above  1 9  went 

with  Major  Fields 

Voluntiers 
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Numr. 

Females  &  Children 

Where  taken 

When  taken 

1 

Barbara  Rigar 

ditto 

1758 

2 

Doroth.  Rigar 

ditto 

1758 

3 

Margt.  Sivers 

ditto 

1758 

4 

Elizth.  Sivers 

ditto 

1758 

5 

Cathne.  Sivers 

ditto 

1758 

6 

Mary  Lancises 

ditto 

1755 

7 

her  Child 

— 

— 

8 

Elizth.  Foster 

ditto 

1764 

9 

Eleonr.  Kincade 

ditto 

1764 

i° ) 

M  l 

&  two  children 

Virginia 

— 

■  — 

12  ^ 

Elizth.  Mouse 

ditto 

1758 

13 

Eve  Harper 

ditto 

— 

14 

Chrisna.  House 

ditto 

— 

15 

Margt.  Yokeham 

ditto 

1763 

16 

Mary  Me.  Cord 

ditto 

1763 

17 

Elizth.  Gilmore 

ditto 

— 

18 

Elizth.  Gilmore  Jum. 

ditto 

1763 

19 

Florce.  Hutchenson 

ditto 

1764 

20 

Mary  See 

ditto 

\ 

21 

Cathe.  See 

ditto 

\  1  764 

22 

Barbara  Huntzman 

ditto 

1764 

23 

Susan  Fishback 

ditto 

1755 

24 

Margt.  Fisback 

ditto 

1755 

25 

Peggy  Freeling 

— 

— 

26 

Peggy  Cartmill 

— 

— 

27 

Molly  Cartmill 

ditto 

— 

28 

Pegy  Reyneck 

ditto 

— 

29 

Elizth.  Stover 

— 

— 

30 

Elizth  Stover  Junr. 

— 

— 

31 

Tamar 

— 

— 

32 

Elizth.  Snodgrass 

— 

— 

33 

Elizth.  Castle 

The  above  33  went  wth. 

Col.  Me.  Neil’s  Voluntiers 

34 

Eve  Ice 

ditto 

— 

35 

Wm.  Ice 

— 

— 

36 

Lewis  Ice 

— 

— 

37 

John  Ice 

— 

— 

38 

Thomas  Ice 

— 

— 
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Numr. 

Females  &  Children 

Where  taken 

When  taken 

39 

Elizih.  Ice 

— . 

— 

40 

Cathane.  Ice 

— 

— 

41 

Rebecca  Bryan 

— , 

— 

42 

Anna  Catherine 

— 

43 

Sarah  Price 

— 

_ 

44 

Sally 

— 

— 

45 

Caty  Westbrook 

— 

— 

46 

Hanah  Price 

— 

_ 

47 

Polly 

— 

— 

48 

Hannah 

— 

_ 

49 

Experience  Wood 

ditto 

— 

Numr. 

Females  — 

Names 

where  takn. 

when  taken 

50 

Mary  Clouser 

ditto 

_ 

51 

Betty  Clouser 

— 

_ 

52 

Magdlne.  Clouser 

— 

_ 

53 

Mary  Closer 

Virginia 

— 

54 

Pegy  Colly 

— 

— 

55 

Conogoncony 

— 

— 

56 

Alice.  Stedler 

— 

— 

57 

Molly  Milch 

— 

— 

58  1 

Mary  Craven 

— 

— 

59 

Pegy  Punnet 

— 

— 

The  above  Twenty  Six  went  under 

the  care  of  Major  Fields 

1 

Voluntiers.  — 

Numr. 

Pennsylvanians  — 

Males 

where  takn. 

when  taken 

1 

Jn.  Jacob  L’Roy 

Pensylvia. 

1755 

2 

Ephm.  Walker 

ditto 

1757 

3 

John  Walter 

— 

— 

4 

John  Cochran 

ditto 

1758 

5 

Davd.  Johnson 

ditto 

1757 

6 

Marrce.  Devine 

ditto 

1763 

7 

Lodwick.  Clemm 

ditto 

1755 
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Numr. 

Pennsylvanians  — 

Males 

where  takn. 

when  taken 

8 

Felty  Clemm 

ditto 

1755 

9 

Francis  Innis 

ditto 

1756 

10 

James  Beaty 

ditto 

1763 

1 1 

Tho.  Boyd 

ditto 

1757 

12 

Jas.  Campbell 

ditto 

1763 

\3 

Andw.  Sims  — 

ditto 

1764 

14 

Henry  — 

ditto 

1756 

15 

Hans  Adams  Smiltzer 

ditto 

— 

16 

Joseph  Smiltzer  — 

ditto 

— 

17 

Jas.  Smiltzer 

ditto 

— 

18 

Josh.  Studebacker 

ditto 

— 

19 

Chrisr.  Tanner 

ditto 

— 

20 

Hans  Adams 

ditto 

— 

21 

Simons  — 

ditto 

— 

22 

Peter  — 

ditto 

— 

23 

Jammey  — 

ditto 

— 

24 

Pompadour 

ditto 

— 

25 

T  awaniina 

ditto 

— 

26 

Jas.  Butler 

ditto 

— 

27 

Samh  Wallace 

ditto 

— 

28 

Crooked  Legs 

ditto 

— 

29 

Sowmouth 

Pennsylvia. 

— 

30 

John  Dunnahoe 

ditto 

— 

31 

William  Lake 

ditto 

— 

32 

William  Martin 

— 

— 

33 

James  Martin 

— 

— 

34 

Robert  Knox 

— 

— 

35 

John  Fisher 

— 

— 

36 

John  Biddle 

— 

— 

37 

John  Diver 

— 

— 

38 

Hans  Diver 

— 

— 

39 

John  Palmer 

— 

— 

40 

Mc.Cullough 

— 

— 

41 

John  Gibson 

— 

— 

42 

Thos.  Smallman 

— 

— 

43 

Edwd.  Henderson 

— 

— 

44 

Dank  Clemm 

ditto 

— 

45 

Geo.  Anderson 

ditto 

- - 
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Numr. 

Pennsylvanians  — 

Males 

where  takn. 

when  taken 

46 

John  Harry 

ditto 

— 

47 

Jacob  — 

ditto 

— 

48 

Hicks  — - 

ditto 

— 

49 

Hicks  — 

ditto 

— 

The  above  49  Pennsylvanians  went  under  the  care  of  Lieut.  Col.  Clayton. 


Numr. 

Names  of 

Females 

Where  taken 

When  taken 

1 

Sarah  Boyd 

ditto 

— 

2 

Elizabth.  Smith 

ditto 

— 

O 

D 

Hannah  Smith 

ditto 

— 

4 

Her  Child 

ditto 

— 

5 

Elizth.  Henry 

ditto 

1756 

6 

Margt.  Miller 

ditto 

1  755. _ 

7 

Mary  Villa 

ditto 

1756 

8 

EliztE  Wilkins 

ditto 

1764 

9 

Mary  Wilkins 

ditto 

1764 

10 

Elizth.  Me.  Lroy 

ditto 

1755 

1 1 

her  Child 

ditto 

— 

12 

Mary  Me.  LRoy 

ditto 

1755 

13 

Cathne.  Heat 

ditto 

1756 

14 

Uly  Stroudman 

ditto 

1755 

15 

Cathne.  Stroudman 

ditto 

— 

16 

Hanah  Maria  Sourback 

ditto 

— 

17 

Kitty  —  — 

ditto 

— 

18 

Beverly  Miller 

ditto 

1756 

19 

Peggy  — < 

ditto 

— 

20 

Cathne  Williams 

ditto 

— 

21 

Betty  Y oung 

ditto 

— 

22 

Jenny  Ennis 

ditto 

1756 

23 

Christiana 

Pensylvania 

— 

24 

Rachl.  Lininger 

ditto 

1755 

25 

Margt.  Lininger 

ditto 

1756 

26 

Margt.  Mansell 

ditto 

— — 

27 

Dorathy.  Mansell 

ditto 

- - 

28 

Elizth.  France 

ditto 

1755 

29 

Hanah  Smith 

ditto 

- . 

30 

Cathne.  Lingerfield 

ditto 

— 
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Numr. 

Names  of 

Females 

where  taken 

when  taken 

31 

Pegy  Baskin 

ditto 

1755 

32 

Ann  Finley 

ditto 

1755 

33 

Mary  Campbel 

ditto 

— 

34 

Mary  Lowrey 

ditto 

1756 

35 

Jane  Lowrey 

ditto 

1  756 

36 

Susana  Lowrey 

ditto 

— 

37 

Irena  — 

ditto 

— 

38 

Phebe  — ■ 

ditto 

— 

39 

Chris®.  Wampler 

ditto 

1756 

40 

Flatnose 

ditto 

— . 

41 

Betty  — 

ditto 

— , 

42 

Agnus  Davison 

ditto 

— • 

43 

Molly  Davison 

ditto 

— 

44 

Rachael  — 

ditto 

— 

45 

Polly  — 

ditto 

— 

46 

Cathne.  Bacord 

ditto 

— 

47 

Jean  Crowe 

ditto 

— 

48 

Polly  Crow 

ditto 

— 

49 

Dorothys  Son 

ditto 

— 

50 

David  Bighead 

ditto 

— < 

51 

Martha  Martin 

ditto 

— 

52 

Susana  Knox 

ditto 

— 

53 

Jean  Knox 

ditto 

— 

54 

Mary  Knox 

ditto 

— . 

55 

Susana  Knox 

ditto 

- - 

56 

Esther  Flacherty 

ditto 

1756 

57 

Elizth.  Stinson 

ditto 

— 

58 

Mary  Stewart 

ditto 

— 

59 

Jean  Me.  Coon 

ditto 

— 

60 

Rachel  Fincher 

ditto 

— 

61 

Elizth.  Coon 

ditto 

— 

62 

And  — 

ditto 

— 

63 

two  Children 

ditto 

— 

64 

Christa.  Wampler 

ditto 

— 

65 

Rhody  Boyd 

ditto 

— 

66 

Elizth.  Studebacker 

ditto 

— 

67 

|  Dorothys  daughter 

ditto 

— 

The  above  67  Women  and  Children  went 
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under  the  care  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Clayton  of  the  Pennsylvia.  Regiment.  — 


Virginians  with  Col.  ) 

Me.  Neil’s  Voluntiers  ( 
Virgins,  wth.  Major  Field  Jr. 
Pennsylvanians  with  ) 

Lieut.  Col.  Clayton  \ 


Men  Women  &  Children 


13 

33 

46  ' 

with  Col.  McNeil 

19 

26 

45 

-with  Major  Field 

49 

67 

116 

with  Lieut.  Col. 

Clayton 

Tot.  207. — Men  Women  &  Children 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Decbr.  6th.  1764  — 

Private 
Dear  Sir  — 

Since  my  last  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  Your  Letters  of  the 
1  1th.2  and  19th.  UIt°.,3  as  also  the  Warrant  for  my  own  Pay,  & 
that  of  my  Officers,  and  I  now  enclose  You  the  other  Acc". 
agreable  to  the  form  prescribed.  — 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Co11.  Bouquet  of  the  21st.  of 
Octbr.4  He  was  then  at  Tuscarawas,  or  Bever  Town  on  his 
way  to  the  Midsettlement,  where  the  Inds.  promised  to  bring  in 
their  Prisoners,  I  wish  they  may  be  Sincere,  but  I  am  somewhat 
apprehensive  that  as  they  find  Co11.  Bradstreet  has  retired,  they 
may  want  to  intice  Co".  Bouquet  to  such  a  Distance,  as  may 
give  them  hopes  of  cutting  off,  or  at  least  greatly  distrissing  his 
retreat,  this,  is  but  my  surmise,  I  hope  it  will  turn  out  otherwise, 
but  the  late  Treatys  are  I  understand  looked  upon  in  so  trifleing 
a  light  by  the  Indians,  &  their  Self  Importance  so  much  encreased 
this  Campaign  that  they  will  be  easily  induced  to  prosecute  the 
War  with  Vigour.  — 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:583-84. 

3  Ante  pp.  470-71 . 

4  Johnson  Papers,  4:570-72. 
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I  have  a  Packquet  from  Fort  Augusta  in  Pensilvania  ac¬ 
quainting  me  that  the  Indians  I  had  Sent  out  to  Join  Co11.  Bouquet 
arrived  at  that  place,  &  were  proceeding  with  great  Spirits  to 
him,  ’till  they  received  Belts  &  Messages  from  all  the  Indians 
assureing  them  that  a  Peace  was  general,  &  concluded  on  all 
sides,  &  wh.  was  imprudently  corroborated  by  the  words  of  those 
at  Fort  Augusta  who  attended  ye.  Meeting  however  I  hear  they 
have  proceeded  to  Join  ye.  Army.  — 

From  what  I  have  discovered  &  can  understand  there  is  no 
Doubt  but  a  vindication  of  conduct  will  shortly  Appear,  give  me 
leave  therefore  my  Dear  Sir  to  mention  a  few  points  which 
appear  necessary  for  yr.  private  Observation  and  which  freindship 
compels  me  to  lay  before  You.  — —  In  the  first  place,  I  find  the 
main  Argument  will  be  about  the  Orders,  wh.  ’tis  affirmed  were 
to  treat  with  any  Indians  who  should  desire  Peace ,  then  insuper¬ 
able  Difficultys  will  be  pointed  out  to  shew  the  impossibility  of 
executing  the  Orders  You  afterwards  sent.  Such  as  Dry  Rivers, 
no  pack  Horses,  the  Distance  more  than  Doubled,  the  Indians 
declineing  it  &ca.,  You  may  Already  have  seen  an  absurd  letter 
in  the  Papers  loaded  with  falsehoods,  but  calculated  to  impose 
on  those  who  only  hear  one  story,  &  the  rest  will  undoubtedly 
be  of  a  peice  with  that  imposition  on  ye.  Public,  permit  me 
therefore  to  submit  to  You  those  heads  wh.  appear  to  me  most 
necessary  to  be  dwelt  upon  with  regard  to  the  Errors  or  failure 
of  the  Expedition.  —  These  are  indeed  too  many  to  be  comprised 
within  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  tho  I  have  good  Authority  for  them, 
I  shall  only  point  out  the  most  remarkable.  Viz1,  the  disoblidgeing 
the  Indians  at  first  setting  out,  &  preventing  them  from  falling 
upon,  &  putting  to  death  as  they  intended  the  10  Imposters  at 
L’Ance  aux  feuilles,  when  they  ran  to  do  so.  The  Treaty  with 
them  &  all  other  Indians  dureing  the  Campaign  in  the  french 
language  without  explaining  any  thing  that  was  said  on  either 
side.  —  The  Abandoning  so  abruptly  his  advantagious  encamp¬ 
ment  near  to  the  Rift  in  Sandusky  River  against  the  opinion  of  all 
the  Indians,  —  A  Return  Made  as  I  hear  of  1200  Men  fitt  to 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


493 


carry  20  Days  provision,  yet  nothing  done,  or  attempted  in  con¬ 
sequence  thereof  altho  I  can  make  it  clearly  appear  that  the  whole 
distance  he  had  to  March  from  thence  would  not  require  Six 
Days  with  a  larger  Body  than  he  had,  &  that  thro  a  fine  open 
Wood.  I  have  a  Prisoner  now  here,  who  travelled  it  frequently  in 
4  days  from  Sandusky  to  the  Shawanese  Town  at  Gajufyeta,  & 
from  thence  to  ye.  Settlem'.  of  Shawanese  &ca.  on  the  Scioto 
Plains  in  a  Day  with  all  ease.  If  you  choose  it,  I  will  send  him 
down  to  You  for  examination,  but  had  He  only  gone  half  the 
way,  wh.  he  could  have  done  easily  in  two  or  three  Days,  He 
would  have  at  least  obtained  all  ye.  Prisoners  by  so  doing,  greatly 
favoured  Co11.  Boquets  design,  &  not  have  forfeited  the  Indians 
good  opinion  &  freindship,  Which  he  now  has  entirely  of  all 
Indians,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majestys  Interest.  — 

The  Solemnizing  a  Peace  with  Several  Nations  at  Detroit, 
most  of  whom  had  ratified  the  same  with  me  at  Niagra  The 
introduceing  words  implying  an  absolute  Subjection  &  Dominion 
Words  which  I  know  must  have  a  verry  fatal  tendency  whenever 
duly  explained  which  it  will  appear  has  not  been  done.  —  The 
Granting  away  Lands  to  Severall  Officers,  &  even  to  some  French 
Inhabitants  at  and  about  Detroit  &  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  ex¬ 
pressly  contrary  to  his  Majesty’s  Proclamation  &  the  fixed  deter¬ 
mination  of  ye.  Crown,  &  Lastly  the  fatal  consequences  attending 
his  relying  solely  on  Detroit  Pilot  a  notorious  Villain  contrary 
to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Army  in  General,  by  wh.  he  passed  a 
fine  River,  &  haulted  (without  hauling  up  his  Boats)  at  an 
Open  Beach  within  a  little  way  of  another  capable  of  receiveing 
the  whole,  one  half  of  which  were  that  night  lost,  the  Conse¬ 
quences  attending  that  loss,  burying  the  Cannon  &  Amunition  the 
latter  by  day,  all  in  sight  of  the  French  Villain  from  Detroit  (who 
it  is  Said  betrayed  Cap'.  Daliel)1  who  accompanied  him,  &  was 
his  Cheif  Councellor.  &  who  may  take  up  ye.  Cannon  &ca.  on  his 
return  to  Detroit,  or  direct  the  disaffected  Inds.  to  use  them 


1  Captain  James  Dalyell  was  killed  in  an  ambush  July  31,1  763. 
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agst.  Detroit  6cca.  The  Scattered  scituation  of  his  Troops  6c 
Indians,  many  of  whom  perished,  6c  many  are  still  behind, 
amongst  whom  are  abh  1  70  Inds.  6c  Rangers  with  some  of  their 
Officers  who  may  now  be  soon  expected  as  those  Inform  me 
who  are  Just  returned  this  Day,  6c  who  have  been  26  Days  in 
ye.  Woods  to  Niagra  without  an  ounce  of  provision  given  them 
at  parting.  To  this  may  be  added  the  generall  dissatisfaction 
of  all  the  Inds.  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct,  but  particu¬ 
larly  on  his  disapointing  them  at  L’ance  aux  Feuilles,1  and  after¬ 
wards  by  his  precipitate  retreat  from  Sandusky  Falls  contrary  to 
ye.  opinion  6c  advice  of  the  Inds.,  who  remained  there  some  days 
after  him.  —  Notwithstanding  ye.  foregoing  contains  many  Ar¬ 
ticles,  You  may  assure  Yourself  they  are  only  General  Heads 
which  can  be  particularised,  fully  enlarged  upon,  6c  proved  in  a 
manner  that  will  astonish  You  so  soon  as  the  Indians  6c  their 
Officers  arrive  here,  wh.  may  be  in  about  a  Week,  as  they  travel 
thro  the  Six  Nation  Country.  — 

The  sooner  these  Articles  are  made  known  in  a  proper  place 
the  better,  for  I  am  persuaded  nothing  will  be  left  unattempted 
to  throw  everry  thing  on  other  Shoulders,  and  therefore  these 
Heads  are  Just  Submitted  to  your  Speculations  as  the  Tribute  due 
to  a  Freindship,  w1'.  I  shall  never  fail  to  cultivate.  —  I  expect 
the  Six  Nations  down  here  in  a  little  time,  6c  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  your  Sentiments  on  the  affair  of  the  Two  Delawares  who 
the  Senecas  were  to  deliver  up,  as  they  will  doubtless  speak  about 
the  Hostages  at  Ontario,  should  they  not  bring  down  ye.  Dela¬ 
ware  Cheifs  agreable  to  Treaty,  I  should  know  what  is  best  to 
say  to  them,  or  should  they  be  persuaded  to  bring  down  these 
Cheifs,  so  that  they  might  be  sent  to  New  York  on  promise  of 
being  there  forgiven,  whether  you  think  it  will  be  better,  than 
to  let  ye.  matter  lye  as  at  present,  for  you  well  know  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  persuading  them  to  give  up  any  Person  to  suffer  Death. 
—  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  from  some  of  the  Indian  Officers, 


1  On  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  near  the  town  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 
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as  well  as  of  the  Troops,  that  the  Senecas  of  Chenussio  have  be¬ 
haved  wth.  the  utmost  humanity  to  several  Soldiers  &ca.  who 
passed  their  Castles,  feeding  them  gradually  till  they  recovered 
Strength,  &  then  dismissing  them  in  a  freindly  manner  with  plenty 
of  provisions.  —  The  easy  Terms  which  the  other  Nations  have 
lately  received,  will  probably  make  the  Senecas  expect  something 
of  the  nature  I  have  mentioned.  —  These  easy  Terms  &  the  fruit¬ 
lessness  of  the  Expedition  has  done  an  Infinity  of  harm,  I  hear 
from  all  Quarters  how  much  the  Indians  ridicule  ye.  manner  of 
begging  a  Peace  as  they  call  it.  —  The  Indians  under  pompous 
names  treated  with  at  L’Ance  Aux  Fueilles,  or  the  Sandusky, 
Shawanese  &  Delawares  are  still  our  Enemies,  as  I  am  informed 
by  Letter  Just  received  from  Lieu'.  Co".  Campbell  dated  at 
Detroit  ye.  12th.  Ulto.1  &  it  is  certain  by  acc^s.  from  all  Quarters 
that  ye.  most  plentifull  Supplys  of  Arms  Amu".  &ca.  are  gone  up 
the  Mississippi,  &  are  daily  distributed  amongst  the  Indians,  & 
even  brought  to  some  of  their  Villages  near  the  Lakes.  —  If  I 
hear  shortly  from  England  I  may  be  able  to  take  some  timely 
Steps  before  next  Summer  (particularly  wth.  regard  to  Trade) 
but  should  it  happen  that  the  regulations  are  not  determined  in 
time,  I  cannot  but  greatly  fear  for  the  consequences.  —  The  In¬ 
dians  returned,  &  those  who  are  on  their  way,  will  be  in  great 
want  of  some  Ammunition  for  hunting,  (they  have  lost  their 
Spring  &  Fall  Hunt  by  their  Absence  with  the  Army,  w".  to 
them  is  a  great  deal,)  So  that  I  must  beg  you  will  order  me  5 
Hundred  of  good  powder  &  lead  in  proportion. 

I  am  with  the  utmost  sincerity  &  regard, 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Affec1*. 

His  Excellency  and  verry  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

PS.  I  have  at  present  a  plan  in  view,  which  I  shall  lay  before 
you  in  my  next,  touching  a  method  w".  bids  verry  fair  for  gaining 


1  Not  found. 
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possession  of  the  Illinois,  &  I  hope  it  may  merit  your  Notice.  — 
Quere,  why  were  not  the  Indians  asked  as  well  as  the  French 
Men  at  ye.  Council  of  War,  ab*.  ye.  distance  to  ye.  plains?  or  the 
English  Prisoners,  then  in  his  Camp,  who  lived  in  yl.  Quarter,  & 
Marched  it  often.  —  Should  it  be  given  as  a  reason  for  not 
going  into  the  Rivers  with  the  Boats,  that  they  were  shutt  att 
the  Entrance  or  Mouth  with  sand.  —  I  Answer  few  or  none  of 
the  large  Rivers  or  Creeks  are  ever  stopped,  &  allowing  they 
were,  it  is  not  five  Minutes  work  for  20  Men  to  open  them  being 
all  Sand,  that  I  have  often  done  with  my  Boats  Crew  only.  — 

INDORSED: 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Decr.  6th. 

1764 

received  Decr.  1 5th.  — 
answered  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


New  York  DecT.  6th.  1764  — 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Have  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  that  Colonel  Bouquet 
has  reduced  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares  &ca  to  the  most 
Humiliating  Terms  of  Peace;  which  they  are  finally  to  conclude 
with  You,  on  Such  further  Terms  as  Shall  be  thought  proper  to 
Impose  upon  them.  For  your  more  particular  Information,  I 
transmit  You  all  the  Transactions  betwixt  Colonel  Bouquet,  and 
those  Savages  from  his  Arrival  at  Tuscarawas  till  his  Return 
from  the  Forks  of  the  Muskingham.  This  will  give  You  Sufficient 
Information  into  every  thing  that  has  passed,  and  prepare  You 
for  what  You  shall  Judge  further  necessary  to  be  done,  when 
the  Deputys  come  to  you.  A  Free  &  uninterrupted  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  must  be  Insisted  upon.  As  for  the  Savages  of  the 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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Delaware  Nation  who  are  prisoners  here,  You  will  Settle  and 
Dispose  of  them  to  the  most  Advantage,  Likewise  those  who 
were  to  be  delivered  up  by  the  Senecas,  whose  Hostages  are  now 
at  Ontario  for  the  performance  of  that  Article  of  the  Treaty  at 
Niagara.  These  matters  You  will  Adjust  as  You  see  best  for 
the  general  good  of  the  Service.  We  must  Shew  firmness  where 
it’s  proper,  &  yield  in  Trifles  when  it  becomes  Necessary  to  gain 
their  Affections.  We  may  want  other  Posts  of  Trade.  The 
mouth  of  the  Canawa1  seems  a  good  one,  tho’  I  am  not  yet 
Sufficiently  informed  of  the  Communication  with  that  River  from 
Augusta  County  in  Virginia.  If  the  Communication  with  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  the  mouth  of  that  River  is  tolerably  good,  it  Seems 
to  me  the  best  Route  to  the  Ilinois;  And  that  Country  will  prob¬ 
ably  in  that  Case,  soon  be  Supplied  by  that  Route.  I  Have  wrote 
to  Colonel  Bouquet  Some  weeks  ago,  in  Case  Peace  was  made, 
to  Endeavor  to  get  an  Officer,  if  not  a  Detachment  to  the  Ilinois, 
to  Send  People  to  Inform  all  the  Indians  of  the  Miamie, 
Ouabache  &ca,  of  the  Peace,  to  Endeavor  to  pacify  them,  and  I 
wish  Pondiac  had  come  into  Us  and  made  his  Peace,  for  he  may 
still  do  us  much  mischief  to  the  westward.  All  these  matters  You 
may  likewise  talk  over  with  the  Deputys.  And  it  would  be  well 
if  a  Message  could  be  Sent  to  Pondiac,  the  Sooner  the  better.  He 
may  do  us  much  Service  or  hurt,  in  the  Business  next  in  Hand, 
which  is  taking  Possession  of  the  Ilinois.  I  hear  of  no  Tribe  on 
the  Mississipi  now  averse  to  us,  I  mean  below  the  Ohio,  Except 
the  Akansas ;  &  Pondiac’s  Influence  reaches  even  to  them.  — 

It’s  to  be  hoped  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares  will  keep  the 
Peace  they  have  made.  Colonel  Bouquet  has  Conducted  Himself 
in  this  Business  with  Firmness  &  Ability;  And  has  reduced  and 
Humbled  them  as  they  deserved.  And  I  am  Convinced  without 
marching  into  the  heart  of  their  Country,  and  shewing  them  we 
would  Dictate  a  Peace  on  our  own  Terms,  with  that  Firmness 

1  Canhawa,  or  present  Kanawha  River,  tributary  of  Ohio  in  West 
Virginia. 


498 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


&  Steadiness  which  Colonel  Bouquet  has  kept  up  with  them 
in  all  his  Transactions,  that  we  should  have  had  no  Peace  at  all. 
His  March  threw  them  into  a  Terror  &  Confusion.  He  has 
Obliged  them  to  deliver  up  even  their  Own  Children  born  of 
white  women. — Above  Two  Hundred  Prisoners  were  in  his 
Hands,  &  his  Partys  Collecting  the  rest  among  the  Shawnese 
Villages,  these  last  Refused  his  Conditions  at  first;  but  were  given 
instantly  to  understand  that  they  should  have  no  better  Terms 
than  the  rest.  Colonel  Bouquet  believes  from  their  present  Hum¬ 
ble  Dispositions  that  they  are  Sincerely  Disposed  for  Peace ; 
and  they  will  not  Easily  break  it,  provided  they  are  kept  under 
proper  management.  That  no  Traders  are  permitted  to  go  to 
their  Towns  to  cheat  them,  that  the  French  are  entirely  Excluded 
from  coming  amongst  them,  which  cannot  be  Effected  till  we 
possess  the  Ilinois.  And  the  Mingoes  be  obliged  to  quit  the 
Country  and  Join  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  they  belong,  as  they 
are  the  most  Corrupted  of  all  Indians,  live  by  Robberys,  and 
always  Endeavor  to  Embroil  Matters,  to  have  the  Opportunity 
to  plunder  Friends  and  Foes,  those  Villains  have  Stole  a  number 
of  Our  Horses  — 

Our  affairs  are  now  brought  to  a  Conclusion  for  this  Year, 
and  You  will  be  able  to  Determine  on  what  Shall  be  proper 
to  be  done,  to  cement  the  several  Negotiations  we  have  Entered 
into.  And  we  must  Consider  that  the  Twighwees  and  the  Indians 
of  the  Ouabache  and  the  Ilinois,  tho’  they  have  not  Struck,  are 
greatly  averse  to  Us ;  And  will  be  Still  Spirited  up  to  that  aver¬ 
sion  by  the  French.  Pondiac’s  Tribe  too,  tho’  they  made  Peace, 
will  not  be  very  Sincere,  as  their  Chief  was  not  Included;  We 
should  work  in  that  Quarter  even  in  the  winter.  I  shall  soon 
hear  from  Colonel  Bouquet  relative  to  these  Matters;  and  know 
what  he  has  been  able  to  do  in  that  Quarter,  tho’  I  don’t  Recol¬ 
lect  that  I  mentioned  Pondiac.  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca.  — 


SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar'. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


499 


INDORSED: 

Copy/ 

To  Sir  Willm.  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  Decembr.  6th.  1  764. 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy 1 

Decr.  10*  1764 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hear  that  the  General  has  sent  an  Express  to  Albany,  by 
which  I  conclude  you  will  receive  an  account  of  Col.  Bouquet’s 
Success,  by  which  you  may  soon  expect  the  Shawanese  &  Dela¬ 
ware  Chiefs  to  conclude  Peace  with  you  in  form.  In  short  Col. 
Bouquet,  the  General  tells  me,  has  don  everything  that  was 
expected  from  that  Expedition.  The  General  in  his  Letter  to  me 
thinks  it  proper  that  I  should  open  the  Trade  with  the  Indians, 
which  I  have  accordingly  done  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
by  Proclamation,  as  you  will  see  in  the  Gazette  of  this  Day, 
which  I  design  to  send  to  you.  In  it  likewise  you  will  find  the 
account  of  Col.  Bouquets  success  as  I  received  it  from  the 
General.  If  you  have  anything  to  propose  in  relation  to  the 
Trade  please  to  Communicate  it  before  Licences  are  granted  to 
the  Traders. 

As  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  other  Colonies  on  the  General’s 
Letter  to  the  several  Governor’s,  will  open  the  Trade  with  the 
Indians,  it  was  thought  improper  that  they  should  have  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  Colony  in  time. 

No  doubt  you  will  or  have  heard  of  a  grand  Dispute  about 
allowing  appeals  to  the  King.  The  whole  Body  of  the  Law, 
Judge  &  Lawyers,  are  violently  against  it,  as  it  will  undoubtedly 

1  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  420- 

21. 
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lessen  their  Power  6c  Influence.  Whatever  be  done  in  this  place, 
I  am  very  confident  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  humble  them, 
6c  to  curb  their  Licentiousness  after  this,  tho’  I  now  stand  alone 
in  this  Dispute  without  any  assistance. 

You  will  likewise  find  the  Benefit  of  it  in  your  affairs  both 
Public  6c  Private. 

I  have  not  a  single  line  by  the  Packett.  Gen*.  Gage  is  ap¬ 
pointed  commander  in  chief  in  place  of  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst 
who  has  resigned.1  This  disappoints  some  People  as  they  now 
doubt  of  G1.  Monckton’s  return  to  this  Place. 

I  am  much  hurried  in  Writing  my  Letters  by  the  Packett 
which  is  to  go  next  Thursday.  I  am,  6cc. 

INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Dec.  2-16,  1764] 
Johnson  Hall  December  2 1 764  — 

From  the  2d.  of  this  Month  to  the  8th.  several  Indians  return¬ 
ing  from  the  Army  kept  dropping  in  by  small  parties  greatly  dis¬ 
tressed,  and  exclaiming  against  Col.  Bradstreet  for  his  conduct 
during  the  Campaign,  they  told  Sir  William  they  would  wait 
’till  the  whole  of  their  Nations,  namely,  the  Coghnawageys,  and 
Ganughsadageys3  arrived  here.  — 

Sir  William  welcomed  them,  and  told  them  he  was  Sorry  to 
hear  so  many  Complaints  against  Col.  Bradstreet,  and  that  he 
wou’d  endeavor  to  put  every  thing  relative  to  them  6c  their  affairs 
on  the  best  footing,  and  send  them  home  well  Clothed  6cc.  — 
then  Ordered  them  Quarters,  Provisions,  Pipes,  Tobacco,  Rum 
6cc  to  relieve  their  drooping  Spirits.  — 

1  Although  Gage  was  acting  for  a  year,  he  was  not  formally  commis¬ 
sioned  until  November  1  6,  1  764. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  These  were  Canadian  tribes  of  Indians. 
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From  Decemr.  the  9th.  to  the  14th.  the  Coghnawageys,  and 
Ganughsadageys  kept  dropping  in,  naked,  and  almost  famished 
whom  Sir  Wm.  Clothed,  and  Comforted  all  in  his  power,  by  act¬ 
ing  as  Physician,  and  Surgeon  to  all  who  were  sick,  or  lame, 
they  told  him  that  sev1.  more  of  their  Nations  were  yet  behind, 
and  doubted  their  being  able  to  reach  the  Settlements,  particu¬ 
larly,  Sadagarahis,  and  old  Warrior,  and  three  others  who  were 
just  spent,  when  they  saw  them  last  near  Presq’  Isle.  —  On  this 
day,  the  Indians  being  out  of  patience  waiting  so  long  for  some 
of  their  People  yet  behind,  came  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  that  they 
intended  to  set  off  the  next  day  for  Canada,  as  they  dreaded  the 
Severity  of  the  Winter  (were  they  to  delay  any  longer)  would 
prevent  their  getting  home,  as  the  Creeks,  Rivers  &  Lakes  would 
be  soon  impassible  for  some  time,  whereupon  Sir  Wm.  Called 
them  all  together  into  the  Council  Room,  &  made  the"following 
Speech  to  them  —  viz1.  Old  Brant  Speaker  — 

Brethn.  of  Coghnawagey,  Ganughsadagey  —  both  Sachims  & 
Warriors.  — 

Your  accepting  the  Hatchet  which  I  gave  you  last  Year,  on 
the  Commencement  of  Hostilities  so  readily,  and  your  alertness 
in  coming  here  on  my  Call  to  Join  the  Army,  together  with  your 
good  behavior  during  the  Campaign  give  me  not  only  much 
Pleasure,  but  Satisfy  me  with  regard  to  your  Sincerity.  Your 
remaining  steadfast  in  them  Principles  will  be  your  greatest 
Security,  and  surest  Means  of  continuing  &  preserving  the  friend¬ 
ship,  and  good  will  of  all  the  English  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Bretheren.  — 

With  this  Belt  I  remove  all  uneasiness,  and  Discontent  (occa¬ 
sioned  either  by  disapointment,  Maltreatment,  or  otherwise)  from 
the  minds  of  your  Warriors  &c,  and  must  desire,  you  will  not 
let  that  Zeal  slacken,  which  you  have  hitherto  manifested  for 
his  Majesties  Service,  but  preserve  therein,  and  set  the  good 
Example  to  the  other  Nations  of  your  Confederacy  (who  have 
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not  acted  up  to  the  Engagements  entered  into  with  me  at  the 
Reduction  of  Canada)  which  will  raise  you  in  the  Esteem  of  the 
English.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Bretheren.  — 

As  the  Campaign  in  this  Quarter  has  not  answered  all  the 
ends  expected,  and  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  and  Sanduskeys, 
by  letters  which  I  lately  received  from  the  commanding  Officer 
at  Detroit,  still  continue  our  Enemies,  I  must  desire  you  will  still 
keep  that  Ax  which  I  gave  you  and  the  Six  Nations,  until  all 
Matters  between  us,  and  the  aforesaid  Nations,  or  any  others 
ill  disposed  be  properly  accomodated,  and  that  you  do  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Tenor  of  the  Treaty  settled  with  you  at  Coghnawagey 
in  the  Year  1760)  hold  your  selves  in  Readiness  to  Join  us,  when 
I  call  upon  you,  which  I  shall  not  do  without  a  sufficient  Cause, 
and  then  you  may  depend  on  better  Treatment:  and  this  I 
desire  you  will  communicate  to  all  your  Confederacy  in 
Canada.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Bretheren.  — 

I  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  a  proper  Deportment 
towards  the  English,  and  to  avoid  all  trifling  Disputes  with  them, 
which  only  serve  to  create  greater  Misunderstandings,  and  cannot 
turn  out  to  your  Advantage.  —  Lastly,  that  you  do  by  no  means 
suffer  your  selves  to  be  misled  by  idle,  and  groundless  Reports 
of  wicked,  and  ignorant  People,  who  regardless  of  your  Interest, 
and  the  Peace  of  your  Country,  are  induced  by  the  Evil  Spirit, 
to  propogate  such  groundless,  and  unfeasible  Stories,  as  a  Child 
must  be  really  ashamed  of  mentioning.  —  besides,  it  is  using  you 

all  very  ill,  as  it  is  an  Imposition  on  your  understandings:  _  I 

mean  the  foolish,  though  wickedly  calculated  Stories  lately,  and 
daily  spread  of  the  French  being  again  risen,  and  that  they  are 
determined  to  fight  the  English  again,  and  desiring  you,  and  other 
Nations  to  be  ready  to  assist  them,  and  a  great  deal  of  such 
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Stuff,  unworthy  of  the  Notice  of  People,  endowed  with  the 
least  Share  of  Sense.  —  Then  ended.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

N.B. — Sir  Wm.  first  Condoled  the  Death  of  the  great  or 
chief  Sachim  of  the  Loretto  Indians  who  died  at  Sanduskey 
during  the  Campaign,  which  is  a  Custom  kept  up  by  them,  and 
expected  to  be  Performed.  — 

A  Black  Belt 

On  Thursday  Morning  the  Coghnawageys,  and  Canughsada- 
geys  being  again  assembled,  Peter  their  Speaker  addressed  Sir 
William  as  follows  —  viz*.  — 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

We  the  chief  Warriors  of  Coghnawagey,  and  Ganugsadagey 
return  you  our  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  kind  Reception  you 
have  given  us,  and  for  covering  our  poor  naked  Carcases,  which 
suffered  much  lately  by  Cold,  and  Hunger.  We  are  very  thank¬ 
ful  to  you  for  the  Concern  you  Shew  for  the  Loss  we  have 
Sustained  by  the  Death  of  the  late  Chief  of  Loretto,  your  late 
hearty  friend  by  condoling  his  death  agreeable  to  our  Custom, 
and  his  Rank.  — We  hope  you  will  excuse  our  not  answering 
you  thereon  with  Wampum,  being  unprovided  therewith,  as  we 
came  out  to  War.  therefore  hope  you  will  accept  our  hearty 
thanks,  without  them,  and  believe  us  as  sincere  as  if  we  had 
spoke  to  you  therewith.  — 

Brother.  — 

(Taking  up  two  of  Sir  Wm’s  Belts  with  which  he  spoke  first,)  — 
I  speak  for  the  Chiefs  of  the  Warriors,  who  desire  me  to  return 
you  many  thanks  for  removing  the  great  uneasiness  their  minds 
laboured  under  on  account  of  the  ill  Success  of  the  Campaign, 
as  also  of  the  bad  Treatment  they  often  received  during  the 
Course  of  it,  and  more  especially  so,  in  returning  home  through 
the  Woods,  being  left  to  shift  for  themselves,  and  entirely 
destitute  of  every  thing  necessary  on  that  Occasion,  by  which 
they  greatly  suffered,  and  many  of  our  Bretheren,  the  English, 
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your  Soldiers,  perished,  and  many  more  would  have  inevitably, 
had  it  not  been  for  our  assistance.  —  Noth  withstanding  such 
Treatment,  and  ill  Conduct  is  very  discouraging,  yet  you  may 
be  assured  we  shall  firmly  abide  by  what  we  promised  to  you. 
and  will  encourage  the  rest  of  our  Confederacy  to  do  the  same.  — 
thus  far  we  thought  proper  to  answer  at  present,  but  on  our 
Return  shall  lay  your  Speeches,  and  Belts  before  the  whole 
Confederacy,  who  we  are  certain  will  pay  a  due  Regard  thereto. 

Then  a  Chief  called  Tahaghtaghhquisere  stood  up,  and  told 
Sir  Wm.  he  might  depend  upon  it,  that  they  would  pay  no 
Regard  to  any  wicked,  or  idle  Reports,  of  which  there  were 
too  many,  and  that  he  was  Surprized,  Col.  Bradstreet  did  not 
use  some  means  (when  desired  by  them)  to  have  a  French  Of¬ 
ficer,  and  his  small  Party  of  about  five  in  number,  at  the  Miamis 
River,  apprehended,  who  were  come  there  to  Pondiac,  and 
his  Party  to  Stirr  him  and  the  Indians  up  against  the  English, 
not  only  telling  them,  but  also  our  Indians  that  the  French  were 
again  risen,  and  would  shortly  attack  the  English,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  that  there  were  several  Boats  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  loaded 
with  warlike  Stores  &c,  three  whereof  were  for  Pondiac,  and  the 
Indians  of  his  Party,  —  that  two  of  the  Vessels  were  loaded 
with  Clothing,  and  one  entirely  with  Arms,  and  Ammunition,  — 
that  they  gave  Thomas  King  a  large  French  Flag,  which  he  said 
would  be  a  Protection  to  those  who  carried  it,  which  Flag  Thos. 
King  shewed  to  the  Governor  of  Detroit  on  his  Arrival  there.  — 
Why  that  Frenchman  was  not  taken,  and  Pondiac  along  with 
him,  we  don’t  know,  but  we  are  sure  they  ought  to  have  been, 
as  they  were  endeavoring  all  in  their  power  to  set  mischief  for¬ 
ward.  —  We  hear  that  our  Brother  Skana,  al,  Bradstreet  reports 
that  the  Indians  were  unwilling  to  fight. — We  always  thought 
that  a  great  man,  or  head  Warrior  would  not  lie;  but  now  we 
see  otherwise;  for  we  were  always  ready,  had  he  shewn  us  where, 
and  set  the  Example:  but  all  he  wanted  was,  that  some  of  us 
Indians  should  go,  and  try  to  Scalp  one  of  the  Shawanese,  or 
Delawares,  and  he  lye  in  his  Camp  idle,  though  by  what  We 
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cou’d  see,  and  learn,  his  Army  was  ready  enough  to  fight,  but 
it  seems  he  did  not  think  it  proper.  —  surely,  we  were  all  desirous 
of  falling  upon  the  first  Indians  of  the  Enemy  we  saw  near 
Chodoghque,1  until  forbid  by  him. — had  not  that  been  pre¬ 
vented,  there  would  be  no  restraining  our  young  men  from  falling 
upon  the  Enemy.  —  that  Beginning  greatly  displeased  &  Cooled 
our  Young  Men’s  Zeal,  as  did  also  his  Conduct  at  the  Miamis 
River,  when  he  told  us  to  embark  in  order  to  go  up  the  River 
with  him  to  Attack  Pondiac,  and  some  French  with  him.  —  We 
all  expected  there  would  be  an  Opportunity  of  distinguishing  our¬ 
selves,  and  of  getting  some  Prisoners  and  Scalps  to  shew  our 
People  that  we  had  been  at  War,  but  instead  of  that,  on  his 
meeting  two,  or  three  little  Canoes  with  a  few  Ottawas,  and 
talking  a  little  with  them  (which  he  never  communicated  to  us) 
he  dropt  his  first  Resolution  of  fighting  them,  and  set  off  for 
Detroit,  what  passed  there,  I  leave  the  Five  Nations  to  inform 
you  of  when  they  arrive.  I  am  sorry  we  have  reason  to  say  so 
much  about  the  affair,  but  we  are  really  ashamed,  and  concerned 
to  return,  as  those  who  are  at  home  will  laugh  at  our  having 
done  nothing.  —  this  is  the  first  time  we  ever  Joined  our  Breth- 
eren  the  English,  and  are  sorry  to  say  we  never  experienced  such 
hardships,  and  ill  treatment  from  the  French,  nor  so  unsuccessful 
a  Campaign.  —  here  ended.  — 

Sir  William,  in  answer,  desired  they  would  think  no  more  of 
the  hardships  &  ill  treatment  they  suffered  during  the  Campaign, 
being  now  over;  which  were  owing  to  the  Indiscretion,  or  rather 
the  commanding  Officer’s  want  of  knowledge  in  their  way  of 
waging  War  &c,  and  that  he  would  by  his  Care  of  them,  make 
up  for  the  Disapointment,  and  Losses  they  sustained.  —  then  gave 
them  Money  in  Lieu  of  their  Arms,  Packs  &c  lost  in  the  Ship¬ 
wreck  &c  —  &  Orders  for  their  Provisions  on  their  Journey, — 
also  Sleds  to  carry  their  Sick  to  Albany.  —  &  then  set  off 

1  Chautauqua,  though  here  referring  to  the  head  of  the  portage  on  Lake 
Erie. 
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Decern'.  15th.  —  On  this  day  Thomas  King,  and  his  Party 
arrived  here  in  a  very  poor  Condition,  being  from  the  1 6th.  day  of 
October,  the  day  on  which  they  left  Sanduskey  to  this  Ins*,  being 
60  days,  obliged  to  shift  for  their  living  in  the  Woods.  —  Sir 
Wm.  ordered  them  Refreshment,  and  told  them,  that  as  they 
were  so  much  fatigued  &c  they  had  best  rest  themselves,  and 
the  next  day  he  would  be  glad  to  meet  them  again,  and  hear  their 
accounts  &c  — 

1 6th.  —  Being  met  Thomas  King  spoke  to  Sir  Wm.  as  follows. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  Depy.  Ag*. 

Present  —  Mr.  Kirtland1 2  / 

John  Taylor  Interpr.  \ 

Brothr.  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

I  am  now  come  before  you  in  a  worse  Condition  than  ever  you 
saw  me,  or  any  of  your  Bretheren  before.  It  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  goodness  of  the  Great  Spirit,  that  we  now  see  you,  and  to 
him  we  return  thanks  for  it,  which  some  days  ago  we  all  dis- 
paired  of,  on  account  of  the  wretched  Situation  we  were  left  in 
after  the  Destruction  of  our  Boats  near  Sanduskey,  from  whence 
we  were  Obliged  to  march  through  the  Wilderness  26  days 
without  an  Ounce  of  Provisions  allowed  us  at  parting.  This, 
and  many  other  hardships  imposed  on  us  during  the  Campaign, 
(had  not  our  Resolutions  to  act  heartily  with  our  Bretheren,  the 
English,  against  the  Enemy,  been  very  strong,)  would  have 
determined  us  not  to  put  up  with  such  Treatment. — but  we 
were  realy  hearty  in  the  Cause,  and  fully  resolved  to  Revenge 
the  many  Injuries  suffered  by  our  Bretheren,  on  the  Delawares, 
and  Shawanese.  —  for  Instance,  —  when  we  first  discovered  two 
Boats  of  the  Enemy  near  Chodaghque,  We  all  rose  up,  took  to 
our  arms,  and  ran  towards  them  with  a  firm  Resolution  to 
demolish  them,  until  Skana“  forbid  it,  and  desired  me  to  call 


1  The  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland. 

2  The  Indian  name  for  Colonel  Bradstreet  —  also  Skeanoh. 


The  Indian  Uprising ,  1764-1765 


507 


aloud  to  all  the  Indians  not  to  hurt  them  Indians  coming  in,  as 
he  supposed  they  might  be  Messengers  of  Peace:  then  Ordered 
me  to  get  some  of  our  Indians  to  go  in  a  Birch  Canoe  to  meet 
them,  and  bring  them  to  him,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
When  met,  they  told  Skana  they  were  sent  by  four  Nations  to 
enquire  where  the  Army  was  going,  and  what  its  Resolution 
was,  —  whether  for  Peace,  or  War,  that  either  Was  equal  them. 
to  which  Skana  answered  that  he  Was  very  glad  to  find  them 
disposed  for  Peace.  —  After  he  had  talked  to  them  a  while,  he 
told  us  that  he  had  made  Peace  with  the  Shawanese,  Delawares, 
Six  Nations  of  Ohio,  and  Wyandots  of  Sanduskey,  and  desired 
we  would  shake  hands  with  them.  After  this  we  of  the  Six 
Nations,  Coghnawageys  &c  had  a  Meeting  together  in  order  to 
Consider  what  was  best  to  be  done,  or  whether  we  should  say 
any  thing  to  those  Indians,  whom  we  looked  upon  to  be"Spies.  — 
We  were  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  Skana  should  have  told 
them  that  he  was  going  into  their  Country  in  order  to  punish 
them  for  their  Conduct  towards  the  English,  but  as  he  had  taken 
such  pacific  Measures  contrary  to  their  expectations,  we  were 
determined  to  do  nothing  in  the  Affair,  but  let  him  go  on  as  he 
pleased,  as  he  did  not  think  worth  while  to  consult  [with]  us 
thereon.  —  Brother,  this  greatly  cooled  our  Zeal,  and  lesened 
our  Opinion  of  Skana  s  Conduct,  as  did  his  unexpected  Retreat 
from  Sanduskey  Falls,  when  no  Danger  was  near,  in  so  much 
that  when  he  afterwards  told  us  he  would  carry  on  the  War 
against  them,  and  wanted  Some  of  us  to  go  a  Scalping,  we 
thought  him  mad,  and  told  him  that  we  were  ready,  and  will¬ 
ing  to  go  with  his  Army  any  where,  but  that  we  did  not 
understand  his  sending  us  against  the  enemy,  and  he  with  his 
army  lye  inactive  in  his  Camp;  and  we  realy  believe  that  the 
Officers,  and  Soldiers  would  very  readily  go  to  the  Scioto  Plains, 
which  were  but  four,  or  five  days  easy  march  (as  the  Indians 
go  it  in  three  days)  if  Ordered.  —  His  (Skana  s)  treating  with 
a  few  Indians  of  the  Ottawa  Nation  at  the  Miamis  River,  when 
we  thought,  and  were  told  we  were  going  to  fight  Pondiacs 
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Party,  and  this  all  in  French,  and  by  French  Interpreters,  whilst 
there  were  English  Interprs.  much  better  than  them,  gave  us  a 
very  odd  Opinion  of  the  affair,  as  did  also  the  same  Conduct 
at  Detroit,  when  he  met  some  Indians  of  the  Ottawa,  Chippa- 
Weigh,  and  P oWatarvattimie  Nations,  with  whom  he  bid  us  Shake 
hands,  “telling  us  that  we  were  all  Brothers,”  when  we  did  not 
know  a  word  that  passed  between  him,  and  them,  —  neither  has 
he  ever  told  us  a  Word  of  it  to  this  day.  — 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  Instances  we  could  mention 
of  the  ill  treatment  we  received  this  Campaign,  —  and  should 
there  be  any  blame  laid  by  the  General,  as  we  understand  there 
is,  and  realy  think  very  deservedly,  we  doubt  not  but  it  will  lye 
on  him  who  ruled  the  whole  in  a  more  absolute  manner  than  we 
ever  before  experienced.  — 

Then  ended  —  saying  he  would  leave  the  rest  for  the  Onon¬ 
daga,  &  Cayuga  Warriors  to  relate.  — 

Sir  William  thanked  Thomas  King  for  acquainting  him  with 
the  Transactions  of  the  Campaign,  —  told  him  he  was  very 
sorry  they  had  met  with  a  Treatment  so  disagreeable  to  them, 
&  unexpected  to  him,  after  the  many  Promises  made  to  him 
by  Skana  at  Parting,  that  he  wd.  be  very  carefull  of  them,  and 
Consult  their  Chiefs  when  necessary,  —  that  he  would  do  all  in 
his  power  to  remove  all  uneasiness  from  their  breasts,  —  that 
they  should  never  more  experience  the  like  treatment  —  then 
gave  them  Cloths  &c,  as  some  Compensation  for  their  uneasinesses, 
&  losses,  &c  sustained.  — 

BILL  OF  DUNCAN  AND  PHYN 

D.  S. 

Schenectady  [December  17,  1764] 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson 

Bought  Dune  [  ] 
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TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S 7 

Johnson  Hall  Dechr.  1 8th.  1764  — 

Sir  — 

I  have  Just  received  your  favour  of  the  3d.  Insf.1 2  and  with  it 
the  agreable  news  of  the  Success  of  Co".  Bouquets  proceed¬ 
ings,  which  sufficiently  shews  that  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares 
are  a  good  deal  Humbled.  —  The  letters  which  I  at  the  same 
time  received  from  Mr.  McKee  &ca.  sufficiently  prove  the 
assistance  which  the  Indians  have  procured  from  time  to  time 
from  the  Illinois,  and  likewise  point  out  the  necessity  of  our 
speedily  possessing  that  Country,  altho  I  fear  it  will  require 
many  previous  Steps  to  be  taken  before  it  can  be  accomplished. 

I  however  write  to  the  General  by  this  P ost  to  lay  before 
Him  the  only  method  which  occurs  to  me,  namely  that  of  Your 
Settleing  the  Point  with  the  Indians,  &  engageing  some  Cheifs  of 
Each  Nation  in  the  Way,  together  with  Pondiac  to  Accom¬ 
pany  You  to  the  Illinois,  &  the  Garrison  might  follow  You,  — 
On  this  Subject  however,  I  should  be  glad  to  confer  farther 
wth.  You,  and  as  You  propose  comeing  to  New  York,  &  I  have 
reason  to  Expect  the  Shawanese  Delawares  &ca  here  in  a  verry 
little  time,  I  think  it  best  You  would  come  here  to  be  present  at 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 

2  Not  found. 
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their  Transactions,  when  we  might  be  able  to  think  farther 
about  it,  as  well  as  about  the  Trade  &  the  Persons  to  accom¬ 
pany  You,  &  remain  there,  in  case  of  our  getting  possession; 
&  also  to  settle  it  with  these  Nations  who  must  necessarily 
attend  You  thither,  and  whose  acquaintance  &  Influence  with  the 
rest  must  be  of  ye.  greatest  use. — the  Family  Join  me  in  Com¬ 
pliments  As  well  as  many  thanks  to  You  for  the  Several  things 
Y  ou  have  been  so  good  to  Send  them.  —  lam  Sincerely 

Your  Hearty  Welwisher 
&  Humble  Servant 

George  Croghan  Esqr.  —  WM.  Johnson 

P.S.  I  hope  you  have  not  forgot  the 
Survey  of  Pensilvania  &ca.  wF  You  said 
you  would  get,  against  my  Settleing  ye.  Line  — 


INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS 
Contemporary  Copyx 

Copy  of  Col.  Bouquets  Message  to  the  Chiefs,  Capts.  and 
Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  delivered  at  Fort  Pitt  by  the  com¬ 
manding  Officer, 

December  the  22F  1764.  — 

Brothers.  — 

As  I  have  acquainted  you  with  every  thing  that  has  passed 
between  the  Shawanese  and  us  concerning  the  Peace  they  have 
begged  for,  and  which  they  have  broke  by  not  complying  with 
the  terms  they  had  agreed  to,  I  desire  that  you  will  go  to  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Delawares,  and  desire  them  to  send  for  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Shawanese  to  come,  and  speak  to  you  before  them;  and 
you  will  ask  them  the  reason  of  their  Conduct  in  not  complying 
with  their  engagements,  and  you  will  insist  upon  a  positive  answer 
whether  they  are  for  Peace,  or  War.  —  If  they  are  for  Peace,  — 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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to  deliver  to  you  immediately  the  Six  men  they  were  to  leave 
as  Hostages  at  Fort  Pit,  who  are  to  remain  at  the  Post  ’till  their 
Nation  has  delivered  without  exception  all  their  Prisoners,  and 
then  they  will  be  permitted  to  send  Deputys  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
to  make  Peace.  — 

If  they  should  refuse  to  comply  with  these  conditions,  You 
will  declare  to  them  that  they  shall  never  have  another  Peace, 
and  that  the  English,  the  Six  Nations,  and  all  the  Indian  Nations 
in  Alliance  with  us  will  make  War  upon  them  ’till  we  have 
extirpated  them  from  the  face  of  the  Earth,  as  a  faithless,  and 
treacherous  People  unworthy  to  live.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


RECEIPT  TO  MINDERT  WIMPLE  ET  AL. 

D.  S.1  ~~ 

Schonectady  24  December  1764 

Sir/ 

You  are  to  proceed  from  Hence  With  Five  Slays  Loadid  with 
Twelve  Barells  of  Flour  &  Six  BarE  Pork  for  the  use  of  The 
Indians  which  you  will  deliver  to  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar',  or 
person  Appointed  by  him  to  Receive  the  Same 

John  Glen  Jr 

To  Mes5.  Mindert  Wimple 
Cetrean  Veddirs 
Harramans  Vedder 
Mindert  R.  Wimple 
John  M.  Veader 

Decbr.  25,h.  1764 

RecE  the  above  quantity 
of  provisions 

WM.  Johnson 


1  In  Pierpont  Morgan  Library,  New  York  City. 
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[Johnson  Hall,  Dec.  19-30,  1764] 

19th.  —  GaWehe,  Taghawarong,  T ennewhanega,  &  Anarvaka 
Chiefs  of  Oneida,  with  their  Young  Men  &c  to  the  number  of 
56  arrived  here,  after  the  usual  Ceremonies  being  over,  Sir  Wm. 
ordered  them  Provisions,  Liquor,  Tobacco  &c,  and  they  went  to 
their  Encampment  — 

21st.  —  Being  all  refreshed  after  their  several  hardships,  and 
fatigues  during  the  Campaign,  Sir  Wm.  called  them  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  Room,  and  made  them  fully  acquainted  with  what  Col. 
Boquet  had  done:  on  which  they  returned  him  many  thanks  for 
communicating  all  the  news  to  them,  and  added  that  they  were 
glad  to  hear  of  Col.  Boquet’s  success  —  that  his  Conduct,  al¬ 
though  he  did  not  fight,  was  praise  worthy,  whilst  that  of  their 
commanding  Officer  was  quite  otherwise.  —  that  he  was  cross 
only  to  his  own  People,  and  friendly  to  the  Enemy,  who  now 
laugh  at  him  for  his  behavior.  — 

Sir  Wm.  then  Condoled  the  Death  of  Oghtaghquisere  one  of 
their  Sachims  who  died  during  their  absence ;  —  after  which  he 
told  them  that  he  was  much  surprized  to  hear  from  the  General 
that  some  of  their  People  at  ConaWaroghere 2  had  lately  drove 
away  some  sheep  from  the  Royal  Block  house,3  belonging  to  a 
Sutler,  and  refused  delivering  them  up  to  the  Owner  without  a 
Reward,  —  that  such  a  Conduct,  or  behavior  would  not  only 
overset  all  they  (of  that  Settlement)  had  done,  and  incur  his 
displeasure,  but  also  breed  ill  blood  between  them  &  their 
Brethren,  who  would  not  bear  such  treatment  from  them.  —  he 
concluded  with  desiring  them  in  the  strongest  Terms,  never  more 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Canowaroghare,  now  Oneida  Castle,  in  the  town  of  Vernon,  Oneida 
county.  New  York,  within  twelve  miles  of  Oneida  Lake.  Beauchamp, 
Aboriginal  Place  Names,  p.  137. 

3  At  the  east  end  of  Oneida  Lake. 
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to  be  guilty  of  the  like  wantoness,  —  that  if  they  did,  he  would 
not  say  a  word  in  their  favor.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

T o  which  they  answered. 

Brother.  — 

On  our  Return  from  the  Army,  our  Sachims  with  Concern 
acquainted  us  with  what  you  now  charged  our  People  with, 
and  after  relating  all  the  Circumstances  relative  thereto,  we  were 
pleased  to  find  that  it  was  not  done  with  the  knowledge,  or  Ap¬ 
probation  of  any  of  our  Sachims,  but  by  NicJ^us,  who  is  always 
respected  by  the  English,  and  another  who  lately  came  amongst 
us  from  Aughquisasney 1  in  Canada,  &  that  as  soon  as  the  old 
People  had  heard  of  the  same,  they  Reprimanded  them  severely, 
but  too  late  having  killed  some,  the  rest  they  gave  up  to  the 
Owners,  he  paying  them  for  taking  them  up  in  the  Woods. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  we  of  Conaworoghere  will  ever 
abide  by  our  engagements  &  Promises  made  to  you  last  Winter, 
and  that  nothing  shall  Oblige  us  to  depart  from  them ;  wherefore 
we  beg  that  what  has  now  been  done  by  the  two  we  mentioned, 
may  not  alter  your  Resolutions,  or  mind.  — 

Gave  a  Belt  — 

Sir  William  told  them  that  its  being  done  by  two  of  their 
People  only,  was  no  satisfaction  to  the  Man  whose  property  the 
Sheep  were,  nor  a  sufficient  excuse  to  us  for  such  behavior,  — 
then  desired  they  would  consider  how  they  would  like  to  be 
served  so  by  our  People,  and  told  them  that  that  very  Rascal 
Nickus  made  a  great  deal  of  noise,  and  gave  him  much  trouble 
about  a  Horse  of  his  which  was  taken  by  one  Buck  a  Driver  of 
Cattle,  and  would  not  rest  until  he  got  Lieu*.  Col.  Campbell2  to 

1  Aughquisasne,  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Regis,  Canada,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  near  the  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  Canada. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  who  in  1764 
succeeded  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Gladwin  as  commandant  at  Detroit. 
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pay  him  £16 — for  the  horse,  &  added,  “if  your  People  are  so 
tenacious  of  their  Property,  why  shd.  not  our,  who  have  a  better 
notion  of  it,  than  you  —  &  desired  once  more  that  they  wou’d 
take  better  Care  of  their  People’s  behavior  towards  the  English, 
or  it  would  certainly  be  productive  of  mischief. 

This  they  faithfully  promised  to  do  —  then  broke  up  the 
Meeting  for  that  day.  — 

The  day  following  Sir  William  Clothed  them  &  did  all  in 
his  power  to  make  amends  for  their  losses  &c  sustained  during 
the  Campaign,  particularly  that  of  their  Boats,  &  Vessel, — after 
which  they  assured  Sir  Wm.  that  should  any  of  the  Nations  still 
continue  our  Enemies,  they  would  be  ready  for  service  whenever 
he  called  upon  them.  —  Sir  Wm.  returned  them  thanks  for  their 
offers  of  Service,  and  told  them  that  if  any  of  the  Nations  should 
still  continue  obstinate,  he  would  then  acquaint  them,  and  let 
them  know  his  Resolutions :  —  then  ended  with  insisting  on  their 
paying  for  the  Sheep  which  some  of  their  People  had  killed, 
belonging  to  the  Sutler  which  they  agreed  to  assuring,  that  when 
their  young  men  had  hunted  a  little,  they  would  bring  Payment, 
or  as  much  as  they  could  to  him,  that  he  might  see  they  had  an 
Intention  to  fullfill  their  Promise.  —  Ended. 

Decemr.  29th.  —  Tafyarihogo  with  his  Party  arrived  here  from 
the  Expedition  in  a  very  poor  Condition,  and  much  disgusted  at 
Skana’s  Conduct,  and  treatment  of  them,  and  acquainted  Sir  Wm. 
that  the  six  Nations  were  greatly  dissatisfied  in  their  minds  on 
account  of  the  unsuccessful  Campaign,  and  that  as  they  were 
determined  to  come  down  soon,  he  begged  that  Sir  Wm.  would 
use  some  means  to  reconcile  them,  otherwise  he  much  feared 
matters  would  be  worse  than  before.  —  (here  he  repeated  the 
same  accounts  which  the  other  Parties,  on  their  Arrival  had 
acquainted  Sir  Wm.  with,  with  some  additional,  but  aggravating 
Circumstances)  — declaring  that  they,  nor  any  of  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions  would  ever  move  a  foot  against  any  enemy,  was  Onaghsagh- 
rone ,  al.  Bradstreet  to  Command  the  Army,  but  would  with 
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pleasure  shoot,  or  dispatch  him  in  such  Case,  as  he  had  been 
the  means,  &  occasion  of  all  their  Sufferings  for  two  months 
&c.  — 

Sir  Wm.  endeavored  to  remove  their  uneasiness  in  the  best 
manner  possible  —  then  Clothed  them,  and  made  up  their  sev1. 
Losses  with  money  &c.  —  next  day  they  set  off.  — 

30th.  —  A  Seneca  Chief  from  Karaghijadira 1  named  Sough' - 
na'egy  arrived  here,  who  gave  Sir  Wm.  the  following  Intelligence 
viz*,  that  by  late  accounts  from  the  Ohio  by  some  of  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  and  others,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Delawares  were 
sincere  &  meant  to  keep  the  Peace  they  were  now  about  Settling, 
but  that  the  Shawanese  were  not  hearty,  above  the  half  of  them 
being  against  it,  as  also  Pondiac,  who  the  Informant  said  was  his 
intimate  friend,  and  a  man  of  the  greatest  Influence  amongst  all 
the  Nations  to  the  Westward,  and  Southward,  and  who  is 
greatly  incensed  against  Col  Bradstreet  for  cutting  his  Belt  of 
Wampum  to  pieces  with  an  Ax,  which  he  Pondiac  look’d  upon 
as  a  Threat,  or  Challenge,  though  he  meant  well  by  sending 
it,  —  as  are  also  all  the  Nations  who  heard  of  the  rash  Action. 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.2 3 

NeiO-york  Decr.  3  Ist.  1 764. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  18(F  Ulmo.'’  The  Delaware 
Deputys  will  probably  be  soon  with  you  I  have  heared  nothing 
of  the  Shawnese  Since  their  Three  Hostages  went  off  from  Fort 
Pitt.  But  neither  Colonel  Bouquet  or  the  Delawares  apprehended 
any  Consequence  from  it.  From  what  we  have  hitherto  learnt, 

1  A  town  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place 
Names,  pp.  25,  26. 

2  In  Princeton  University  Library. 

3  Not  located. 
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They  behaved  well  to  the  Partys  who  went  into  their  Towns 
for  the  Prisoners.  Messages  were  immediately  sent  to  the  Nation 
and  the  Delawares  are  anxious  to  have  them  back,  that  the 
Shawnese  may  be  in  the  same  Situation  as  themselves.  They 
were  to  have  accompanied  the  Delawares  to  your  House,  in  Lieu 
of  the  Deputys  who  were  not  arrived;  by  which  means  Colonel 
Bouquet  thought  He  might  Save  you  Trouble  in  giving  you  an 
opportunity  to  treat  with  both  Nations  at  one  Time. 

The  Project  of  the  Kanahwa  is  a  future  Business,  but  if  the 
Communication  from  Augusta  County  Virginia,  to  the  Mouth  of 
that  River  is  made  good,  It  will  be  at  all  Times  the  great  Road 
to  the  Ilinois,  when  we  get  Possession  of  it.  I  apprehend  the 
Shawnese  and  Delawares  should  be  spoke  to  about  the  erecting 
a  Post  there,  as  well  as  the  Six  Nations. 

I  have  anticipated  your  Thoughts  concerning  the  Detaching 
Persons  to  the  Ilinois.  And  Time  rather  presses,  as  I  am  given 
to  understand,  that  the  34lh.  Reg1,  will  set  out  from  New-Orleans 
in  February.  Upon  that  Account  I  am  now  sending  off  Mr. 
Croghan  with  L*.  Fraser,1  who  carry  Letters  to  the  French  Com¬ 
mandant,  a  Manifesto  to  the  Inhabitants  and  Speeches  to  the 
Indians.  They  propose  to  go  down  the  Ohio  and  so  up  to  the 
Nations  on  the  Ouabache.  If  the  Affair  of  the  Shawnese  is  of  no 
more  Consequence  than  we  apprehend.  Peace  with  Them  and  the 
Delawares,  may  be  looked  upon  as  certain.  But  if  it  should  so 
happen  that  the  Chiefs  of  those  Nations  should  refuse,  or  have 
any  Reluctance  to  go  with  Mr.  Croghan  to  the  Ouabache  and 
the  Ilinois,  till  they  hear  what  has  passed  betwixt  You  and  their 
Deputys;  it  will  be  Necessary  in  that  Case,  That  Notice  should 
be  sent  to  Fort-Pitt,  of  every  thing  agreed  upon  at  your  Congress 
as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  And  if  Mr.  Croghan  shall  not  be  able 
to  proceed  till  then.  He  will  wait  at  Fort-Pitt  till  He  hears  from 
you,  and  that  those  Nations  are  informed  of  what  has  passed, 
and  the  Agreements  you  have  made.  And  the  Affair  of  Accom- 


1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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panymg  us  to  the  Ilinois  will  no  Doubt  be  a  principal  Affair  to 
treat  of,  at  the  Congress.  Mr.  Croghan  makes  no  Doubt  of  the 
Chiefs  being  ready  to  go  with  Him  immediately.  Belts  have  been 
sent  to  the  Miamie,  Ouabache  and  the  Lakes,  to  acquaint  Them 
of  the  Peace,  both  by  Shawnese  and  Delawares.  Croghan  will 
send  a  particular  Belt  to  Pondiac,  if  one  is  not  already  gone. 
And  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  you  concerning  the  Presents  Neces¬ 
sary  to  be  made  at  the  Forts,  I  shall  write  to  Detroit  concerning 
the  bringing  Pondiac  down  there,  and  to  be  received  as  a  Friend. 
I  believe  none  of  the  Nations  will  hold  out  the  Moment  they 
hear  the  Spaniards  are  at  New-Orleans,  which  is  a  Thing  We 
can  now  safely  tell  the  Savages  is  done.  Monsr.  dAbbadie1  tells 
Lb  Col°.  Robertson2  That  He  expected  the  Spanish  Commissarys 
immediately,  And  He  was  ordered  to  France.  I  have  Letters  to 
the  30th.  of  Novr.  from  Pensacola,  which  are  positive  as  to  the 
Spaniards  taking  Possession  of  Louisianne. 

Mr.  Croghan  will  no  doubt  acquaint  You  of  the  Particulars 
of  His  intended  Harangues  Belts  &ca. 

I  Am  glad  you  intend  speaking  to  the  Oneidas  concerning 
the  Sheep.  And  return  You  many  Thanks  for  your  kind  Con¬ 
gratulations  on  my  Appointment  to  the  Chief  Command  of  the 
Troops,  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Jefferey  Amherst,  And  am  with 
great  Regard 

Dear  Sir, 

Y our  most  obedient, 
humble  Servant 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Barb  Thos.  Gage 

INDORSED: 

N  York  Decr.  31st.  1764 


From  Genl  Gage 


1  M.  d’Abbadie  de  St.  Germain,  governor  of  Louisiana. 

2  James  Robertson. 
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FROM  WILLIAM  BROWNING 
Copy 1 

[  -1764] 

Sir. 

Having  agreeable  to  your  Excellency’s  desire,  examined  the 
acc*.  of  Stedman  employed  as  waggon-master  on  the  carrying 
place  of  Niagara,  find  the  several  articles  of  waggon  horses  &  ox- 
teams  furnished  by  him  to  be  just,  as  to  the  times  they  were 
employed  (the  prices  being  to  be  regulatid  by  the  Quarr.  Master 
Gen1.)  from  the  13th.  of  September  1763  to  the  17th.  of  Jan?. 
1  764.  The  loss  of  all  the  Oxen,  horses  &  waggons  in  the  affair 
of  Lieuts.  Campbell  &  Frasier  with  the  Indians,  rendered  it  indis¬ 
pensably  necessary  for  that  essential  service  to  employ  whatever 
cattle  could  be  collected,  &  to  fit  out  the  broken  carriages  for 
the  transporting  provisions  for  the  support  of  Detroit  then 
besieged. 

To  prevent  mistakes,  I  had  ordered  every  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  an  escort  to  certify  Each  day  those  waggons  &  teams 
were  employed. 

There  not  being  batteaus  sufficient  for  the  transporting  to  On¬ 
tario,  Maj :  Rogers  &  the  several  parties  arrived  with  him  the  5th. 
of  Decr.  from  Detroit.  I  ordered  two  small  batteaus  of  Stedman’s 
to  be  taken  up  for  that  service. 

The  other  articles  not  being  within  the  time  that  I  commanded 
at  Niagara,  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  causes  of  them. 

I  am,  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 
Will  Browning 

To  Sir  William  Johnston,  Baronet 


In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
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FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Geo.  Croghan  Esqr.  Dy.  Ag*.  to  Sir 
Wm.  Johnson  datd.  — 

N  York,  Jariv.  Is1.,  1765. 

Sir  — 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  your  of  the  18th.  ult0.2  for 
which  I  return  you  many  thanks,  and  think  my  self  happy  to  find 
my  Sentiments  respecting  the  Illenois  have  met  with  your  appro¬ 
bation.  —  Some  days  ago  the  General  informed  me  that  the 
Shawanese  Hostages  had  made  their  escape  from  Col.  Bouquet, 
and  that  the  Mingo,  or  Seneca  Hostages  had  left  him  on  his 
March  to  Fort  Pitt  before  he  had  reached  that  Post,  and  that 
only  five  Delawares  were  gone  with  the  Coghnawageys  to  treat 
with  you  on  a  Peace.  —  On  receiving  your  Letter  Yesterday 
I  waited  on  the  General,  and  told  him  that  you  expected  me  at 
your  house  to  attend  the  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  Deputies.  —  On 
considering  a  little,  he  told  me  that  you  was  not  acquainted  with 
all  the  Circumstances  of  Col.  Bouquets  expedition,  or  you  would 
certainly  have  ordered  me  to  Fort  Pit  —  that  he  was  of  Opinion 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  settling  matters  with  those  Nations  — 
that  he  had  no  Opinion  of  either  Expidition,  and  that  your  Plan 
must  be  followed,  or  he  could  expect  no  Success,  and  desired  I 
wou’d  proceed  on  my  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  write  to  you  for 
your  Instructions,  which  he  wou’d  forward  to  me  by  Express, 
and  which  he  was  sure  you  would  approve  of  —  Indeed  when 
I  considered  all  Circumstances  I  could  not  help  being  of  the 
General’s  Opinion,  and  flatter  myself  that  it  will  meet  wA  your 
approbation. 

To  morrow  I  set  off,  and  request  you  to  send  me  your  Instruc¬ 
tions  for  my  better  Conduct  on  this  interesting  affair,  which  I 
am  in  great  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  effect.  —  the  Success  in  a 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7, 

2  Ante  pp.  509- 1  0. 
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great  Measure  depends  much  in  my  having  it  in  my  power  to 
open  the  trade  at  Fort  Pit,  Detroit,  Michillimacinac,  and  the 
Illenois,  and  appointing  some  persons  at  each  Post  to  see  Justice 
done  to  the  Indians  in  Trade  &c — I  am  — 

Sir 

Yours  &c. 

Geo  Croghan 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Jam 3<h  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  received  your  kind  favour  of  the  16th.  Ult°.2  a  few  Days  ago 
in  the  midst  of  much  hurry  with  the  Indians  as  usual  besides 
those  who  were  with  the  Army  daily  comeing  down  to  be 
cloathed  &ca. 

I  have  already  sent  to  acquaint  the  Senecas  that  it  is  expected 
the  two  Delawares  be  brought  here  imediately  &  left  to  our 
discretion,  that  otherwise  they  cannot  with  any  degree  of  pro¬ 
priety  expect  their  Hostages,  and  You  will  find  in  my  letter  of 
the  18th.  Ult°.,3  that  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  proposeing  my 
thoughts  on  the  method  to  be  pursued  for  obtaining  possession 
of  the  Illinois.  —  *1  heartily  wish  the  Affairs  of  my  Department 
may  be  soon  settled  so  that  I  may  have  Officers  in  sufficient  time 
at  the  Posts  to  prevent  ye.  Abuses,  which  will  I  know  begin  to 
be  practiced  at  the  opening  of  the  Trade,  which  may  prove  of 
verry  bad  consequence  unless  proper  precautions  are  taken  — * 
so  soon  as  these  officers  are  appointed  &  the  Plan  Settled,  our 
Indn.  Expences  will  cease  as  a  fund  is  intended  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  for  that  use,  ’till  then  the  Officers  on  the  Frontiers  will 
doubtless  be  desireous  of  standing  well  with  the  Indians,  but  I 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:617-19. 

3  Ibid.  4:623-26. 
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hope  it  may  be  confined  to  some  Articles  to  Cheifs  of  Conse¬ 
quence,  &  a  little  provisions,  wh.  tho  I  know  it  is  hard  to  be 
spared,  I  am  persuaded  will  please  them  as  much  as  any¬ 
thing. —  *  I  am  greatly  concerned  at  the  amount  of  the  Indian 
Expences,  but  it  remains  with  the  Government,  who  have  the 
Plan  now  before  them  to  put  a  Speedy  end  to  it.  —  in  the 
mean  time  I  shall  practice  as  much  Oeconomy  as  our  Affairs  can 
possibly  admit  of.  —  there  are  no  Prisoners  here  except  three 
Boys  and  a  Girl  two  of  whom  were  delivered  up  at  Sandusky  by 
a  Coghnawagey  Cheif  who  lives  near  the  great  plains,  &  two 
by  a  Wiandot  Family  which  lives  within  two  days  Journey  of 
Sandusky,  whose  names  I  have  advertised  in  the  public  Prints, 
neither  were  there  any  other  Prisoners  obtained  by  Coll.  Brad- 
street  that  ever  I  could  hear  of.  — 

I  am 

with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  Genrl.  Gage  —  Humble  Servant  — 

WM.  Johnson 

P.S.  I  could  still  relate  many  farther  particulars  on  the  Subject 
You  know  of,  some  of  them  verry  extraordinary  indeed,  I  should 
be  sorry  there  was  a  necessity  for  laying  them  open  to  the  Public, 
but  from  what  I  hear  is  now  in  Agitation,  I  imagine  there  will  be 
a  necessity  for  doing  so  in  a  little  time. 

I  understand  above  40  of  the  Troops  are  still  among  the  Six 
Nations  who  came  into  their  Castles  in  so  wretched  a  Scituation, 
that  they  are  not  yet  able  to  March,  and  what  is  extraordinary 
Sevr1.  of  my  Officers  are  yet  behind.  — 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
Janry.  3<  1 765 
received  Janr>\  13th. — 
answered  — 
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FROM  HENDRICK  FREY  JR 

A.  L.  S. 


HonT  Sir 


Canajo[harry  January  3,  1765] 


Your  Favour  o[  ] 

Recd.  and  have  According  [  ] 

the  Survey  of  your  Land  at  [  ] 

which  I  perform’d  sometime  [  ] 

to  the  Best  of  my  Knowledge  [  ] 

to  his  Instructions  which  you  [  ] 

The  order  of  the  Comm[ 
of  the  high  ways,  I  Immediately  [ 

Execution,  after  the  Meeting. 

Our  Letters  are  Safely  put  [ 

Board  the  Ship  York  Cap*.  Berton  [ 
saild  for  London  the  14th.  Decbr.  I  h[ 
heard  the  flatts  at  Canajoharry  is  [ 
ed  at  York.  Mv  Author  is  Domenfe 
antz  who  had  it  from  Geo.  Clock  I 
Best  Wishes  Hon,e.  Sir  Your  Most[ 


Hendr[ick  Frey]1 


ADDRESSED : 

To 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 
Johnson  Hall 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 2 

Fort  George,  N.  Y.  Jari>.  6th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your  very  kind  favour  of  the  18th.  of  last  Month.3  It 


1  Hendrick  Frey  Jr.  The  elder  Hendrick  Frey  died  in  1  763. 

2  Printed  in  Netv  Yorfc  Historical  Society  Collections ,  1876,  pp.  442- 
44. 

3  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:622-23. 
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gives  me  great  pleasure  that  the  Indian  affairs  are  at  last  brought 
to  such  a  situation  that  you  can  exert  your  influence  to  the  best 
advantage  &  securing  Peace  for  the  future. 

The  bad  influence  which  the  French  from  the  Illinois  have 
had  on  our  Indians,  cannot  continue.  Our  Ministry  must  put 
a  stop  to  it,  if  it  be  not  done  already,  as  I  believe  it  is,  for  it  is 
now  generally  thought  that  by  this  time  the  Spanyards  are  in 
possession  of  New  Orleans.  All  our  accounts  from  thence  con¬ 
firm  this  Opinion. 

I  long  to  hear  that  the  two  Mohawks  who  are  going  to 
Europe  with  young  Clock* 1  are  return’d  to  you,  I  sent  them  back 
with  my  Pass  &  a  Letter  to  you  with  some  Money  to  bear  their 
Expences  on  the  Road. 

You  will  see  in  the  Proclamation  which  I  issued  that  Licences 
are  to  be  granted  in  the  manner  you  propose.  I  shall  be  as  careful 
on  this  head  as  possible,  for  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  Peace  will  depend  much  on  a  proper  regulation  of 
the  Trade.  In  my  last  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  made 
particular  mention  of  this  as  the  greatest  Consequence. 

I  meet  with  the  greatest  opposition  in  the  affair  of  appeals, 
but  as  1  am  convinced  that  the  People  of  this  Province  have  no 
other  security  in  their  Property  against  the  dangerous  power  of 
the  Profession  of  the  Law,  nothing  shall  deter  me  from  using 
my  best  endeavours  to  effect  it;  &  tho’  I  stand  alone,  I  am  very 
confident  I  shall  succeed.  In  time  the  People  will  become  sensible 
to  the  great  advantages  they  thereby  will  obtain.  The  Lawyers 
(some  of  them)  purchase  in  every  disputed  Title,  by  this  &  the 
expence  of  Lawsuits  they  will  worm  People  out  of  all  their 
Property.  For  this  reason  I  lay  my  account  with  encountring 
all  their  Malice,  &  the  malice  of  some  other  avaricious  families. 
But  all  this  shall  not  deter  me :  as  soon  I  shall  have  accomplish’d 
this,  I  shall  with  pleasure  retire  from  public  business,  as  I  am 

1  George  Klock,  son  of  Ury  Klock.  See  Johnson  to  Gage,  Nov.  20, 

1  764,  ante  p.  473. 
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come  to  the  time  of  life  when  retirement  is  to  be  desired  above 
all  things — You  are  in  the  prime  of  Life — may  you  long  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  usefull  to  your  Country. 

There  is  one  thing  I  had  almost  forgot,  Major  Skeene  who 
is  lately  return’d,  said  the  Board  of  Trade  think  it  improper  for 
you  to  take  any  Land  by  Gift  from  the  Indians.  Some  who 
have  obtain’d  the  Kings  Grants,  in  this  Province  have  had  their 
Eyes  turn’d  on  your  Purchase,  by  some  of  your  back  friends. 
I  am  very  affectionately  Yours. 


FROM  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

A.  L.  S. 


[On]andago  January  [8,  1765] 


[  ] 

After  a  fatuiging  march  from[ 

[  ]  this  place  having  for  thirty  [ 

either  raind  or  snow1’,  the  Snow  [ 

[  ]ga  and  this  and  no  road  we  [ 

]  road  With  out  any  Snow  S  [ 

]  Delay  there  is  no  road  between  [ 

]  fore  this  Instant  the  Indians  [ 

]  of  there  Young  men  to  the  royall  [ 

]  the  road  is  oppen  between  the  Com  [ 

]  the  German  flatts  as  they  prepose  Goi[ 

[  ]  for  reasons  the  Snow  being  So  Deep  — 

This  oppertunity  I  imbrace  and  [ 

]  two  InClosed  packets  to  be  forwarded  [ 

]  al  block  house  to  You  Which  I  wish  [ 

]  the  return  of  the  Indian  I  shall  End[eavour 
make  as  much  Speed  as  possable  homew[ard 
The  Indians  of  Cyuago  and  [ 

]  that  the  time  is  Expired  that  you  [ 

]  a  meeting  being  at  the  full  of  the  [moon 
]pired)  at  our  Departure  from  Cuy  [ 

]  all  the  warriours  in  from  hunt  [ 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 
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[wi]th  Coll  Broadstreet1  on  the  [  ] 

[  ]ou  that  as  Soon  as 

[  ]  Expect  them  down 

[  ]  elt  in  about  ten  days 

[  ]  down  Sooner  had  we  but  [  ] 

]  Wherefore  I  thought  it  would 
[  ]  Give  You  timely  notice  of  the 

]  be  prepaired  to  receive  them 
]  Large  body  Comeing  Down  as  [  ] 

]  to  finish  what  they  have  to  say 
]  eeting.  I  should  be  Very  Glad  if  [  ] 

]  Send  me  a  Letter  up  to  franks 
[  ]  with  them. 

Capt  montour  and  me  a  Small  D  [  ] 

]  Ginausee  Stept  of  the  road  to  a  hunt  [  — -  ] 

]  Long  Coat  and  Squash  Cutter  were :  we  [  ] 

]  Satisfied  us  so  far  as  to  Let  us  know  that  [ 

]  ts  they  did  not  Come  down  to  Y ou  the  [ 

]  them  by  telling  them  they  would  make  [ 

]  Y ou  and  them  they  Likewise  bid  us  [ 

]  Case  You  Sent  for  them  again  they  [ 

]  in  Case  of  there  fauilure  in  not  [  ] 

]  de  to  be  the  fault  of  the  Sinacas  [ 

]  waumpom  from  them  to  You  [ 

[  ]  at  Ciug  [  ] 

Long  Coat  wish  a  [  ] 

told  me  the  next  day  the  [ 

]  this  will  Suffice  for  the  p  [resent  ] 

]  at  it  is  but  a  patchd  peace  [  ] 

]  Remain  him  who  has  the  [  ] 

Your  hum1.  Sar1 

John  Johns  [ton]  2 


1  Colonel  John  Bradstreet. 

2  Captain  of  Indians. 
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ADDRESSED : 

To 

the  Hon1.  Sir  William  Johnson  Barn.  — 

Johnson  Hall 

QD  WC 

SPEECH  OF  BENIVASSICA 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Fort  Pitt  Januv.  8th.  I764[65]  — 

The  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  with  Benivasica  a  Shawanese 
Chief  waited  on  the  commanding  Officer.  KannadagaWya,  the 
Mohawk  Chief  addressed  the  Shawanese  with  Col.  Boquet’s 
Message  which  had  been  delivered  to  him,  and  the  other  Chiefs 
of  the  Six  Nations  at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  22d.  December  —  to  wctl. 
Benivassica  answered  — 

Brothers,  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  Chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations  —  viz*.  — 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  and  I  thank  God  for  having  now 
the  Opportunity  of  meeting  you  together,  and  as  you  have  desired 
to  know  the  Sentiments  of  my  Nation,  I  assure  you  both  that  we 
are  determined  to  perform  all  our  promises  to  Col.  Boquet,  and 
our  Chiefs  remain  in  the  same  good  Disposition  of  Peace  as  when 
they  parted  with  him  on  the  M uskinghum  —  I  came  likewise  to 
assure  you  that  we  gave  no  Credit  to  the  false  Reports  carried 
home  by  the  Red  Hawk,  and  the  other  foolish  men  who  took 
his  Advice  in  running  away.  —  they  have  deceived  us,  as  well 
as  you,  therefore  hope  you  will  take  no  notice  of  their  bad 
behavior.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother  the  commands.  Officer.  — 

After  my  Return  home  from  your  Camp  upon  the  Musking- 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 


7  he  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


527 


ham,  the  good  news  which  I  carryed  with  me,  gave  our  War¬ 
riors,  Women,  and  Children  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  as  I 
took  with  me  some  of  your  People  who  went  for  their  Relations, 
they  were  readily  given  up  to  their  friends.  You  have  seen 
them,  —  which  I  hope  will  convince  you  our  Intentions  are  good, 
and  I  assure  you  our  Inclinations  for  Peace  is  so  great  that  we 
have  taken  no  notice  of  being  struck  four  different  times  by  the 
Nations  living  near  the  Lakes.  — 

A  String.  — 

LIST  OF  EFFECTS  OF  WITHAM  MARSH 

D.  S. 

[Nerv  Yor]k  IIth.  January  1765 

[  ]ocy 

]  Johannis’s  -  - - 

]  Guineas . - 

1  peice  [  ] 

1  pair  Sheets  [  ] 

7  Cravats  of  [  ] 

5  pair  Worsted  S[tockings] 

6  pair  Linnen  St[ockings] 

5  pair  Silk  Stockings 

1  Remnant  Cam  [brie] 

3  Worsted  Caps 

7  Napkins 

1  piece  Linnen 

1  Large  Damask  [  ] 

4  Small  -  -  -  -d° 

1  peice  Damash  for  Nap  [kins] 

2  Towels 

1  Diaper  Table  Cloth 

36  Bound  Books 

Number  of  Phamphlets 
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1  Blue  Silk  Mantle 
6  peices  flowerd  Dimity 
1  Green  Rug,  Bolster,  Ma[ttress] 

Small  Coverd  &  Bearskin  [  ] 

1  Silver  mounted  Sword 

2  Perukes,  1  Emty  Trunk 

Taken  by  us  — 

WM.  Darl[ington] 

WM.  But[ler] 

Edwd.  S[myth] 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

Fori  George,  Jany  f  2th  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  Morning  Mr  Hansen,2  who  is  to  carry  this  to  you, 
inform  d  me  of  the  Death  of  Mr.  Marsh,3  and  at  the  same  time 
made  application  to  me  for  my  Commission  of  Clerk  of  the 
City  &  County  of  Albany.  I  told  him  that  I  would  appoint  none 
before  I  had  your  Opinion  of  the  fitness  of  the  Person  &  how 
far  you  may  think  it  proper  to  separate  the  clerk’s  office  from 
the  office  of  Secretary  for  Indian  affairs.  On  which  he  has 
undertaken  to  carry  this  Letter  to  you  &  to  bring  an  answer  by 
Friday  next. 

He  has  made  such  offers  to  my  son4  as  have  given  me  a 
Jealousy  of  him.  He  press’d  me  earnestly  to  give  him  a  Promise 
in  case  you  agreed  to  his  haveing  that  Commission,  but  I  abso¬ 
lutely  refused  to  make  a  promise  of  any  kind. 


1  Printed  in  Nert>  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  pp.  444- 
45. 

2  John  Hansen. 

3  Witham  Marsh. 

4  Alexander  Colden. 
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As  the  appointment  at  this  time  may  be  of  more  consequence 
to  you  than  to  any  other  Person,  &  from  the  friendship  which 
subsists  between  us,  my  present  resolution  is  to  appoint  no  Person 
or  Persons  for  these  two  offices  either  jointly  or  separately  till  I 
shall  know  your  Opinion  &  I  beg  you  will  give  it  me  freely. 

The  Govr  has  power  to  fill  up  all  vacant  offices  tho’  imme¬ 
diately  appointed  by  the  King  till  the  King’s  pleasure  shall  be 
known. 

Yesterday  the  Council,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  Words  of 
the  Kings  Instruction,  unanimously  resolved  that  no  appeals  can 
be  made  to  the  King  from  this  Province.  This  in  my  opinion  is 
highly  derogatory  to  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  &  is  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  every  Man  who  has  Property  in  this 
Province,  &  may  be  subject  to  the  malice  or  avarice  of  a  Power- 
full  faction.  I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem  &  affection  Sir 

To  the  Honble  S,r  Wm  Johnson  B*. 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 1 

Jan*  12th  P.  M.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  Mr  Hansen2  went  from  hence  with  my  Letter,  my 
grandson  Stephen  De  Lancey  has  applied  to  me  for  the  office 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  City  &  County  of  Albany.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  did  not  know  his  inclination  before  I  wrote  that  Letter  only  to 
prevent  Hansen’s  going  on  that  Errand,  for  you  cannot  imagine 
that  I  can  prefer  any  Person  to  my  own  Grand  child.  There 
will  however  be  an  advantage  in  Stephen’s  waiting  on  you  on 
this  Occasion,  that  he  &  you  can  concert  matters  as  to  the  distinct 
commission  of  Clerk  from  that  of  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs, 
so  as  you  &  I  may  unite  in  writing  Home  on  this  Head  &  I 


1  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1876,  p.  445. 

2  John  Hansen. 
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flatter  myself  that  when  we  jointly  recommend  it  will  not  meet 
with  opposition.  Matters  of  this  kind  admit  of  no  delay  least 
previous  application  be  made  &  for  that  reason  it  may  be  proper 
for  us  to  write  by  the  Packett,  which  is  every  day  expected.  If 
you  please  to  let  me  know  the  purport  of  your  Letter  I  shall 
endeavour  to  conform  to  it.  I  am  very  affectionately 

To  the  Honble  S1r  Wm  Johnson  Bart. 

TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF  ALBANY 

Df. 

Jan p  [12,1765] 

[gen]tlemen/ 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  [for  the  nojtice  you  have  been 
pleased  to  take  [  ]  the  favor  of  the  persons  to  be  Commissioners  of 
the  highways  you  may  be  assured  that  [this]  in  these  [as  in  all] 
other  matters,  I  shall  always  Consult  the  [interest]  and  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  County  of  Albany. 

I  am  — 


FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 


Contemporary  Copy1 


Sir  — 


Fort  Pitt,  January  14th  1765. 


I  had  the  honor  to  receive  you  favr.  dated  1st.  SeptemL  by 
the  Party  of  Mohawks  intended  to  have  joined  us  before  the 
Army  marched  to  Muskingum.  —  Col.  Boquet  met  this  Party  on 
his  return  from  hence  to  the  Inhabitants,  and  judged  it  necessary 
from  the  behavior  of  the  Shawanese,  for  them  to  proceed  to  this 
Post,  and  remain  here  ’till  we  were  acquainted  with  the  real 
Intention  of  that  Nation:  accordingly  they  arrived  here  the  12th. 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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of  December,  and  the  20th.  we  recd.  Intelligence  by  an  Indian 
from  Detroit  who  had  been  sent  to  War  against  the  Delawares, 
and  Shawanese  with  a  Party  of  Hurons,  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  place  was  unacquainted  with  the  transactions  that 
passed  between  the  Nations,  and  Col.  Boquet;  therefore  as  two 
Soldiers  from  that  Garrison  had  been  killed  &  Scalped,  he  sus¬ 
pected  them  to  be  guilty  of  it,  and  had  employed  sev1.  Partys 
Ol  Indians  to  go  against  these  Nations  on  that  account.  —  this 
Indian  says  that  soon  after  his  departure  from  Detroit  he  was 
informed  that  the  above  Soldiers  were  killed  by  the  Powtawa- 
tomies  inhabiting  the  Country  near  Sh  Joseph’s,  and  that  the 
Chippeweighs  living  at  Saganas  Bay  had  lately  struck  the 
Shawanese  three  different  times,  and  sev*.  other  partys  were 
now  out  against  them,  &  the  Delawares  at  the  desire  of  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  Detroit.  —  in  this  case  it  appeared  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  the  Mohawks  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dis¬ 
patch  to  transact  the  business  with  the  Shawanese  which  Col. 
Boquet  required  of  them  in  the  enclosed  Speech1  that  the  Com¬ 
mand?.  officer  at  Detroit  might  then  be  acquainted  with  their 
answer.  —  the  Mohawks  set  off,  and  met  a  Chief  of  the  Shaw¬ 
anese,  w,h.  whom  they  returned,  —  he  has  brought  with  him  nine 
Prisoners  w,h.  the  Virginians  who  had  been  sent  with  Col. 
Boquet  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  Prisoners,  and  he  assures  the 
intention  of  his  Nation  is  to  comply  with  their  engagements,  and 
that  he  came  to  know  our  Sentiments,  and  beg  excuse  for  the 
rash  Conduct  of  their  Hostages,  and  that  the  Chiefs  gave  no 
credit  to  the  false  reports  carried  home  by  these  foolish  men,  but 
that  we  might  depend  on  other  Hostages  with  all  the  Prisoners 
being  immediately  sent  up  on  his  return  home. 

They  seemed  alarmed  at  the  Strokes  they  have  lately  received, 
which  will  be  a  means  of  forwarding  them  to  deliver  up  the 
Prisoners,  and  humbling  their  Pride.  —  the  Mohawks  have  be¬ 
haved  well  during  their  Stay  here,  and  are  now  returning 


1  Speech  of  Benivassica,  ante  pp.  526-27. 
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home.  —  they  have  received  some  Presents  from  the  Command¬ 
ing  Officer  here,  of  wch.  I  enclose  a  list. 

I  am  &c  — 

(Signed) 

Alexander  McKee  — 


FROM  PETER  SILVESTER 

A.  L.  S. 


[Albany,  Jan.  15,  1765] 


[  1 

I  was  about  an  hour  [ago  informed  of 
[the]  death  of  Mr.  Marsh1  and  [ 

]  of  the  Court  and  it  is  near  the  [ 

[  ]t  wait  on  you  personally  [ 

[  ]  as  Mr  Marshs  deputys  [ 

satisfaction  of  every  one  in  the  Co  [ 

]  would  like  to  remain  in  the  office  [ 

[  ]  Commission  for  principal  [ 

[the]  liberty  of  requesting  the  favour  [ 

[  ]  interest  &  would  be  extremely  G  [ 

]  would  signify  your  approbatio  [ 

[  ]  Line  if  you  so  incline  Y our  [ 

[th]erein  &  an  answer  upon  Rec[ 

[  ]  ever  oblige  Sir 

Your  most  ob[edient] 
Humble  [Servant] 
[Peter  Silvester] 


ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Honble.  Sir  William  Johnson  Baroh 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 


at 

Johnson  Hall 


1  Witham  Marsh. 
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FROM  CORNELIS  CUYLER 

A.  L.  S. 


Albany  [January  15,  1765 ] 


[  ] 

Am  just  informed  of  the  [death  of 
[Witham]  Marsh  Secretary  to  the  S[ 
which  undoubtedly  you  h[ 

[informed  of  bef]  ore  this.  My  son  Phi  [lip  Cuyler 
[  wo]uld  be  very  desireous  to  serv[ 

capjacity,  if  agreeable  to  you  a[s 
[  Jsured  that  it  will  lay  entirely  [ 

]  recommendation  to  obtain  it.  B[ut 
]  disengaged)  a  line  in  his  behalf  [ 

[  ]  Lords  of  Trade,  which  am  confident] 

[  ]  Sufficient,  and  it  Shall  ever  be  [ 

Sir 


[Sir]  Wm  Johnson  Bar'. 


Your  very  [ 

Cornelis  [Cuyler] 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 


FROM  PHILIP  CUYLER 

A.  L.  S. 


[Albany  15]  Jan*.  1765 


[  ] 

I  am  just  now  informed  [that  Witham  Marsh] 

Secretary  to  the  Indian  Affairs  [ 

this  Life,  which  undoubtedly  [  ] 

[informed  of,  Should  be  very  [  ] 

agreeable  to  you  to  Serve  in  that  [ 

am  assured  that  it  will  intirely  [  ] 

recommendation  to  obtain  it,  if  ther  [ 

Should  be  disengaged,  beg  you  will  [  ] 

Let  me  have  your  Interest  with  [  ] 
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]  Board  of  Trade  at  Home,  a  Line 
Lord  will  be  Sufficient,  this  fav[or 
be  Ever  acknowledged  with  the  G  [ 
of  Gratitude 

I  have  the  Honour  [  ] 

the  Greatest  Regard 


Sir 


[ 


Your  Most  [ 


] 

] 

] 


] 


[Philip  Cuyler] 


ACCOUNT  OF  WILLIAM  HOWARD  WITH 
MARIANNE  LA  GRANDEUR 

D.  S. 


[Albany  January  16,  1765 ] 

[William  Howard  to] 

[Marianne  la]  grandeur  for  his  Majesties  Service  Dr. 

[ 

[ 


hir]ing  an  Indian  Slay  for  an  Express. 

.£  . 

.8... 

]  of  mittons  for  D°: . 

.8... 

]  Coatt  &  pr.  of  Legons  for  D° : . 

.  3. 

•  13 . .  [ 

] 

|  for  going  Express  to  Detroit . 

.  6. 

.13. .[ 

] 

]  Magusins  for  an  Other  Express.  .  .  . 

.  1. 

Indian  Slays  for  D° . 

16. . 

]  Contents  in  full 
[Jean  Baptis]te  Parant 

[for]  MARIANNE  LA  GRANDEUR 


INDORSED: 

Receipt  for 
£12.  .19  for  the 
Expresses 

N°:  2 


£12. .19 
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ORDERS  FOR  REGULATION  OF  TRADE 

Copy 1 

Head  Quarters  New  York  1 6i}\  January  1765 
Orders 

As  the  Indian  Traders  will  be  provided  with  particular  Passes 
by  their  Respective  Governors,  The  Officers  Commanding  in 
the  several  Posts  and  Forts,  will  Endeavor  to  make  Them  Com¬ 
ply  with  the  Conditions  upon  which  their  Passes  shall  be  granted. 
Care  to  be  taken,  on  the  Opening  of  the  Trade  that  the  Traders 
are  guilty  of  no  Imposition  upon  the  Indians. 

When  the  Traders  bring  Spiritous  Liquors  to  any  of  the  Forts 
or  Posts  where  they  intend  to  Remain  &  Trade,  the  said 
Liquors  are  to  be  taken  into  Store,  marked  with  the  Traders 
Names,  and  Receipts  given  Them  for  the  Quantity  put  into 
Store,  And  no  Spiritous  Liquors  are  to  be  allowed  to  be  Sold 
to  the  Indians  in  the  Posts  or  near  them,  But  when  the  Indians 
shall  have  finished  their  Trade,  and  going  away,  the  Traders 
to  have  as  much  of  their  Spirits  out  of  Store  as  they  shall  have 
Sold  to  such  Indians,  upon  their  Engaging  to  carry  it  at  least 
Two  Leagues  from  the  Post,  and  their  deliver  it  to  the  Indians. 
And  in  Order  to  prevent  any  Disputes  concerning  Liquors  put 
into  Store,  The  Stores  are  to  be  fastened  with  Two  Locks,  and 
the  Key  of  one  to  be  kept  by  the  Commissary  or  Officer  Com¬ 
manding,  the  other  by  the  Person  whom  the  Traders  shall  fix 
upon  for  that  purpose. 

The  Officers  Commanding  at  the  Posts  will  at  all  Times 
inform  Sir  William  Johnson,  of  every  thing  which  shall  come 
to  their  Knowledge  relative  to  Indian  Business  which  shall  be 
worth  His  Notice. 

Presents  are  not  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  but  on  Occasions 
as  shall  render  such  Measures  unavoidable.  And  when  it  so 

1  Printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections ,  10:400-1.  Original  in 
Johnson  Manuscripts  destroyed  by  fire. 
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happens  the  Occasion  of  the  Presents  and  the  Quantity  delivered 
to  be  Certified  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  Two  other 
Officers  next  in  Rank  to  the  Commander,  where  so  many  shall 
be,  as  likewise  by  the  Commissary  if  any  such  Person  in  the  Post, 
And  when  there  is  a  Necessity  to  take  up  Liquors  or  other 
Goods  from  the  Traders  for  these  Purposes,  the  Current  price 
of  the  Goods  to  be  Certified  in  like  manner  in  the  Traders  Bill. 
These  Certificates  to  be  transmitted  to  the  General’s  Secretary. 

Where  any  Deputy  of  Sir  William  Johnson  s  shall  be  in  the 
Posts,  He  must  be  employed  in  delivering  the  Presents.  The 
Occasion  Quantity  and  Price  of  Them  to  be  Certified  as  above. 

Sir  Wm  Johnson  Bar1 

INDORSED: 

New  York  16th  Janry  1  76 [5]  Orders  to  the  officers 
Commands  to  the  Westward,  regards  Trade. 

TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Janur^>.  17th.  1765  — 

Sir/ 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  1st.  of  January,  and  as 
Affairs  have  turned  out  since  my  last,  I  cannot  but  approve  of 
your  going  to  Fort  Pitt  —  tho  it  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure 
of  Seeing  You,  and  talking  over  the  Affair  of  your  intended 
Journey  to  ye.  Illinois. 

I  have  (as  is  mentioned  in  my  last)  recommended  it  strongly 
to  the  General,  but  as  I  have  not  yet  heard  anything  from  him 
in  Answer,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  Send  you  the  Instructions 
till  then.  — 

In  order  to  talk  with  the  Genr1.  upon  that  and  other  Matters, 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 
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I  shall  in  four  or  five  days  send  down  Mr.  Johnson1  to  New 
York,  and  hope  he  may  have  an  opertunity  of  bringing  me  ye. 
GenrE  Approbation  of  it.  after  which  I  shall  lose  no  time  in 
writeing  to  \  ou  fully.  —  In  the  mean  time  I  think  it  necessary 
for  h  ou  to  represent  the  conduct  of  the  Shawanese  &  others  who 
broke  their  Engagements,  to  the  other  Nations  about  Ohio,  &  to 
tell  them  that  if  they  expect  we  shall  think  themselves  sincere  in 
their  proceedings,  they  do  forthwith  take  necessary  Steps  for 
bringing  ye.  Shawanese  &ca.  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  late  bad 
conduct.  — 

1  have  for  some  time  past  kept  2  Senecas  Your  freinds  here 
waiting  yr.  Arrival,  as  they  were  to  have  accompanied  You, 
also  Thomas  King  — 

I  am  verry  Anxious  for  ye.  Plan  for  Settleing  the  Department, 
as,  till  that  is  effected,  I  can  do  nothing  with  regard  to  the 
Additional  officers,  unless  the  Genr1.  will  take  it  upon  him,  till 
his  Majestys  pleasure  is  known.  Whenever  it  is,  You  shall  have 
the  Nomination  of  the  three  following  gentlemen  Viz*.  Major 
Smalman,  Lieu'.  Mc.Donnell  &  Mr.  Alexander  Mc.Kee.  If  You 
think  Mr.  Mc.Donnell  will  do  for  the  Illinois,  I  hope  ye.  General 
may  be  persuaded  to  approve  of  his  attending  you  thither.  Mr. 
Johnson  will  speak  about  it  to  the  General.  — 

I  have  promised  the  Commissaryship  of  Detroit  to  Co11.  Cole, 
who  I  look  upon  as  fitt  a  Man  for  yf.  place  &  office  as  any 
could  be  found,  being  well  acquainted  with  ye.  Trade  &  the 
People  in  them  parts.  — 

The  Small  Pox  in  my  family  will  prevent  my  meeting  the  Six 
Nations  as  Soon  as  I  intended.  — 

Captns.  Johnston,  Montour,  Lieu'.  Preston  &  some  Rangers 
with  a  Number  of  Indians  are  yet  behind,  occasioned  by  the 
Deep  Snows  wh.  in  ye.  Indn.  Country  is  above  three  feet  Deep 
by  Johnsons  letter  from  Onondaga  of  ye.  8lh.  Ins*.2  — 


1  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Artie  pp.  524-25. 
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My  Family  Join  me  in  best  Whshes  for  yr.  Success  &  Welfare, 
and  beleive  me  Sincerely 

Sir 

Your  Hearty  Freind 

&  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


George  Croghan  Esqr.  — 


TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 

Dj} 

[Johnson  Hall  January  17,  1765] 

[  ] 

Your  favour  of  the  [  ] 

[did  not]  come  to  my  hands  till  two  [days  ago] 

[on  account]  of  the  Snow  in  the  Country  [which] 

[prevented  them  from  Coming  down,  [  ] 

]  behind.  — 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  [  ] 

[for  ca]lling  upon  me,  and  sorry  that  you  were  [  ] 

]  on  your  Journey  as  not  to  have  it  in  y  [our  power  to  do] 
[me]  the  favour  of  a  Visit  which  by  a  Letter  [ 

[  York  gave  me]  I  had  reason  to  promise  myself  [I  was  ] 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  [  ] 

]  when  you  may  have  more  leisure.  — 

It  gives  me  [pleasure]  much  Satisfaction  to  hear  [that]  of  the 
[steps  you]  have  taken  to  put  the  Indians  in  a  better  tern  [per  ] 
]  they  had  any  reason  to  be  from  the  Conduct  [of  the] 
[ex]  pedition,  had  the  same  [Step]  Measures  been  p[ 

[]  with  regard  to  them,  as  [the]  to  other  affairs,  the  [outcome  of] 
[the]  Campaign  would  have  redounded  more  to  the  I[ 

[rep]  utation  of  the  Crown.  I  am  sensible  that  [anyone] 

]  little  acquainted  with  the  Disposition  &  A  [ 

[of  the]  Indians,  cannot  but  look  upon  them  [in  a] 


1  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 
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[dis]  agreeable  &  prejudiced  light,  it  is  also  [  ] 

[  ]  his  Majestys  Subjects,  who  do  not  s[  ] 

[  ]  those  Talents  which  the  French  [ 

[  ]  ch  Success  for  gaining  an  Ap  [ 

[  ].  A  long  residence  in  Amer[ica] 

[  ]■ 

[  ]  troublesome  &  desp[ 

]  friendship  must  be  Cultivated 
[  ]  Frontiers  &  the  Communi  [cation 

ti]me  of  Security,  and  I  am  persfuaded  that  your 
[visit  to]  Niagara,  will  prove  of  much  [benefit 
[to  the  servijce.  The  Gov1 2  at  home  has  [passed 
[a]  law  for  the  better  regulation  of  my  Department 
[  ]  Shortly  Expect  orders  to  put  in  force  [ 

]  much  trouble  will  be  taken  off  the  [ 
officers  commands  on  the  Frontiers,  and  [ 

]  will  be  put  on  a  proper  footing  for  the  prevention  ] 
and  abuses. 

I  find  that  the  Mississagas  [ 
that  they  can’t  purchase  Ammunition  [ 

Trade  is  now  opened  by  proclamation  by  [ 

I  believe  it  will  not  be  Convenient  to  deny  [ 
in  a  Moderate  Quantity,  because  thus  we  [ 
may  create  a  Jealousy  of  our  designs  wh[ich  they  have 
been,  and  are,  very  apt  to  conceive.  — 

I  shall  be  very  glad  [af  any  time] 2  to  [hear  from  you  ] 
whenever  your  leisure  will  permit  and  [ 

with  perfect  Esteem 
Sir 

&[ca] 


1  Lines  burned  off. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

New  York  ]anT$.  1 8lh.  1765  — 

Copy./- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  3C  Ins1 *.,-  &  hope  the  Senecas 
will  now  make  no  Difficulty  in  bringing  in  the  two  Delaware 
Chiefs,  You  will  have  heard  of  the  Sudden  Flight  of  the 
Shawnese  Hostages,  the  Deputys  of  the  Delawares  will  give 
You  Information  in  that  Matter.  But  I  hear  from  Colonel 
Bouquet,  that  he  has  discovered  Since  his  Return  to  the  Country 
below,  that  one  of  the  Maryland  Volunteers,  had  killed  a  Shaw¬ 
nese  Indian  near  Fort  Pitt  &  produced  the  Scalp  for  the  reward; 
And  that  Some  of  the  Frontier  People  were  out  in  the  Woods 
Endeavoring  to  fall  upon  some  straggling  Indians  to  get  their 
Scalps.  Colonel  Bouquet  has  wrote  to  Govr.  Sharpe  '  upon  this 
Subject,  &  I  hope  the  Fellow  will  be  taken  up.  As  Soon  as  the 
affair  is  better  Explained  to  me,  You  Shall  hear  more  fully 
from  Me  on  this  Head. 

I  must  beg  the  favor  of  You  to  get  the  Inclosed  Letters  for 
Niagara  and  Detroit  Conveyed  thither  by  Some  trusty  Indian, 

I  have  desired  L».  Colonel  Campbell4  to  Send  a  Belt  to  Pondiac, 
&  get  him  if  he  can,  to  come  to  him  at  Detroit,  &  to  tell  him, 
that  Peace  being  made  with  all  Nations,  we  will  have  no 
Enemies,  and  make  him  our  Friend,  that  as  He  has  been  a  most 
Inveterate  Enemy,  it  is  Necessary  He  Should  do  us  Some 
Extraordinary  Service  to  Convince  us  of  his  Sincerity.  — 

Amongst  other  Orders  Sent  to  the  Posts,  there  are  Some 
Respecting  Trade,  Indians,  &  Presents,  which  last  are  transcribed 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  520-2 1 . 

8  Governor  Horatio  Sharpe  of  Maryland. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  who  in  1764 
succeeded  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Gladwin  as  commandant  at  Detroit. 
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&  transmitted  to  You  herewith.  So  that  You  will  Write  to  the 
Posts  any  thing  You  Judge  proper  for  the  Service  on  that 
Head,  which  I  may  have  Omitted,  or  mention  to  the  Officers 
how  they  had  best  Act  in  respect  of  the  Orders  Sent  them  — 

I  wish  a  little  more  Care  had  been  taken  in  getting  the 
Prisoners  from  the  Indians  of  Sandusky,  which  a  proper  Conduct 
would  have  done  — 

Mr.  Croghan  and  LA  Fraser1  Sett  off  for  Philadelphia  Some 
Days  ago;  I  wish  the  deep  Snows  upon  the  Alleganys  may  not 
Interrupt  their  Journey  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca  — 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 
indorsed  : 

Copy./. 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  JanrA  18th.  1765 

FROM  ABRAHAM  MORTIER 

A.  L.  S. 

New  York  [Jan.  19,  1765] 


[  ] 

I  was  a  few  days  ago  Favo[red  ] 

[  ]  26th.  Decr  past  inclosing  me  y  [ 

[  ]  3  St§  amo*  of  Gen1.  Gage’s  Wa  [rrant  ] 

[  ]  that  Sum.  Also  the  said  Gener[al  ] 

[  ]  1 764  for  paying  You  £8800  [  ] 

[  ]  Your  Account  annex’d  to  the  [ 

[  ]  have  Endorsed. 


1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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You  may  depend  on  my  paying  [  ] 

[  ]  money  bills  I  can  procure  [  ] 

Schjuyler  is  now  here  on  setling  some  [  ] 

]  Affairs.  I  propose  sending  you  [  ] 

[  ]  opportunity)  £2000  Currcy  in  good  p[aper 

]  Whenever  You  please  to  send  or  draw  [ 

[  ]  ballance  it  will  be  punctually  paid.  [ 

[  ]  I  now  Enclose  Y ou  the  Receipts  for  [ 

[  ]  paid  you  “psuant  to  the  Gen1 2.  Warr*  of  [ 

]  Warrant  I  have  delivered  up  to  him  [  ] 

]  lied  your  Endorsment  thereon.  You  [  ] 

]  Your  Acco*.  as  it  stands  in  my  books  [  ] 

]  I  dont  doubt  you  will  approve  [ 

]  with  great  Respect  6t  Regard 
Sir 

your  most  [  ] 

most  [  ] 

[Abraham  Mortier] 

]  liberty  to  inclose  you 
]  please  sign  as  Usual  and 
]  at  yr.  Leisure 

[  ]  Johnson  Barr' 

TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall,  JanrV.  21st.  1765 

Sir/ 

I  wrote  you  three  or  four  days  ago  by  the  Post,  to  which  I 
refer  you.  I  am  now  Sending  My  Son  to  York  &  Mr.  Johnson” 
in  order  to  Settle  Matters  with  the  General  concerning  what 
You  wrote  me  last  upon,  as  Soon  as  they  return  which  will  be  in 
about  a  fourthnight,  I  will  write  you  Every  thing  Needfull. 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 

2  John  Johnson  and  Guy  Johnson.  “York”  refers  to  New  York. 
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The  Bearer  Sough' na'  e  gy  a  Seneca  Inck  &  Great  freind  of 
Yours  as  he  says,  has  waited  here  near  a  Month  expecting  to 
See  You,  and  is  now  determined  [to]  on  his  arrival  home,  to  go 
to  Fort  Pitt  in  order  to  see  You.  —  I  have  rather  encouraged 
him  to  it,  imagineing  he  might  be  a  proper  Person  to  Accompany 
You,  As  I  know  his  Nation  has  much  Influence  among  them 
You  may  soon  Visit. 

The  Small  Pox  which  is  now  in  my  Family  may  prevent 
the  Meeting  I  intend  to  have  with  the  Six  Nations  taking  place 
so  soon  as  I  proposed. 

Captns.  Montour,  Johnston,  Lieu1.  Preston  &  Some  Rangers 
are  yet  behind,  they  have  been  above  40  Days  from  Niagra  by 
reason  of  ye.  Great  Snow,  I  expect  them  in  four  or  five  Days 
here. 

I  wish  You  all  Health  &  Happiness,  and 
am  Yr.  Sincere  freind,  &  Humble  Servh 
George  Croghan  Esqr.  WM.  Johnson 

FROM  HENDRICK  JAMES  CRUGER 

A.  L.  S.1 

dated  Phila.  January  21st.  1765 


]  Barr*.  N  Y ork  [  ] 

Sir 

Some  time  s[  ] 

Col1.  George  Croghans  Bill  for  [two  ] 

Hundred  Seventy  One  Pounds  Currency  [ 

[Lieu]'.  George  Mc.Dugal  which  w[ 

[  ]  as  a  Warrent  Coud.  be  obtained  [from 

[  ]  Mony.  And  as  Mr.  Matheurin  [  ] 

]  Bill  have  lately  been  Adjusted  [  ] 

Secraterys  Office,  Should  be  much  Oblig’d  to  kn  [ 
where  we  must  Apply  for  our  Mony  — 

- < 


1  Listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  293  under  date  of  Nov.  26,  1  765. 
Indorsed  with  Johnson’s  statement  that  “The  Acct  must  have  been  settled 
by  Mr.  Groghan  with  the  Gen’J.” 
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[If]  you’ll  be  good  Enough  to  Excuse  our  present  [ 

]  the  like,  or  any  other  Occasion  w[  ] 

]  allways  at  pleasure  Command, 
p  your  Most  Obe[df.  Hum  Serte.] 

H[end.  Ja.  Cruger] 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  Janr 22d.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  3 1 st.  Ult°."  but 
two  days  ago,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writeing  You  the  3d. 
Insh3  in  answer  to  yr.  favour  of  the  1 6th.  Ult°.4  — 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  You  by  Lieu1.  Johnson5  whom 
I  have  sent  to  New  York  principally  that  he  may  have  an 
opertunity  of  laying  before  Y ou  my  Sentiments  on  Several  points 
which  cannot  be  easily  comprised  within  the  bounds  of  a  letter, 
or  safely  transmitted,  and  he  will  have  ye.  Honour  of  receiveing 
your  Commands  for  me.  My  Son6  Accompanys  him  to  Spend 
a  few  days  in  town.  — 

I  am  verry  glad  to  hear  that  only  three  of  the  Hostages 
escaped,  as  the  report  here,  was,  that  none  remained  but  the 
Delawares.  —  I  shall  speak  to  the  Delawares  on  the  Affair  of 
the  Kanhatva ,  &  I  hope  the  Shawanese  will  think  better  of  what 
they  have  done,  and  Accompany  them,  that  I  may  acquaint 
them  likewise  of  it.  as  they  live  nearer  that  place  it  should  not  be 
undertaken  without  their  Concurrence,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
Six  Nations  are  considered  as  the  Masters  of  that  Country.  — 

I  fear  from  the  backwardness  the  Shawanese  have  all  along 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  515-17. 

3  Ante  pp.  520-2  1 . 

4  Johnson  Papers,  4:617-19. 

5  Guy  Johnson. 

0  John  Johnson. 
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shewn,  that  their  flight  was  premeditated,  and  that  they  expect  to 
be  supported  in  Stirring  up  a  Spirit  of  War  amongst  their 
Neighbours  about  the  Lakes,  &  particularly  the  Indians  at  and 
about  Sandusky.  I  wish  my  Suspicions  may  prove  Groundless, 
When  the  Delawares  arrive  I  shall  be  able  to  judge  from  their 
Answers  &  behaviour,  and  no  time  Shall  be  lost  in  giveing  Mr. 
Croghan  the  earliest  notice  &  Instructions  so  soon  as  the  Affair 
is  Settled  with  them,  but  as  yet  I  can  hear  nothing  of  their 
Approach.  — 

A  particular  care  must  be  taken  that  ye.  Messages  &ca.  Sent 
to  the  Indians  are  truely  delivered,  I  dare  say  Mr.  Croghan  will 
take  care  of  that,  as  the  Messingers  often  change  the  whole 
purport  of  what  they  are  charged  with.  — 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Spaniards  are  shortly  to  take 
possession  of  New  Orleans,  and  I  have  already  communicated 
it  to  Several  of  the  Indians,  who  asked  whether  the  French 
Inhabit5,  would  not  probably  still  remain  at  &  about  the  Illi¬ 
nois.  —  This  is  realy  worth  remarking,  for  as  many  of  them  will 
doubtless  do  so,  they  may  still  prove  a  Spurr  to  the  Indians  in 
that,  and  the  Adjacent  Country,  tho  it  must  be  owned  their 
power  will  be  greatly  lessened,  the  Spaniards  are  not  an  enter- 
priseing  People  of  themselves  but  may  make  use  of  the  French 
as  their  Agents,  which  will  be  equally  dangerous.  —  In  my  last 
of  the  3d.  Ins*.  I  hinted  w‘.  I  thought  might  answer  in  Generali 
with  regard  to  Presents  at  the  Posts.  Should  Pondiac,  or  any 
other  Person  of  consequence  come  in,  You  will  best  Judge  the 
Treatment  they  should  receive. — A  Discretionary  power  may 
be  a  means  of  inflameing  the  Acctts.,  but  is  nevertheless  necessary 
in  some  cases.  —  for  farther  particulars  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Y ou 
to  Lieu1.  Johnson.  —  & 

I  remain  with  the  utmost  Regard 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excelled  Your  most  Obedient  & 

Genrl.  Gage  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
Janry.  22d.  1 765 
received  JanT  29th. 

Answered  — 

FROM  MICHAEL  BYRNE 

Copy 1 

East  end  of  Oneida  Lal^e  22d.  /an-v.  1765. 

Dr.  Sr. 

the  caracter  you  ware  pleased  to  Give  me  of  Coin1.  Nickis 
the  Indian  gained  him  free  Quarters  at  my  Hutt  hitherto,  the 
last  time  I  was  favoured  with  his  Company,  he  frankly  told  me, 
that  Warrahiaga2  was  leatly  discovered  to  be  a  very  bad  man; 
that  he  did  not  give  the  Indians  what  King  George  allowed  them ; 
that  in  consequence  of  his  Malpractice  relative  to  Indian  affairs 
he  was  ordered  Home,  where  no  less  than  Exaltation  wou  d 
atone  for  his  crims.  I  was  fool  enough  to  be  angry  and  asked 
him  in  a  gust  of  pashion,  how  he  dared  to  use  such  freedom  with 
his  best  friend  in  my  prsence,  then  beg’d  i  d  sit  down  be  Calm, 
that  he  would  give  his  author,  that  Cauiga  Indian  told  him, 
that  Coin1.  Croaghan  informed  him  of  the  above  charges  & 
more  prticulars  of  the  like  tenor  agst.  you,  that  Mr.  Croaghan  was 
appointed  in  future  to  be  Sole  Agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  North 
America 

*  #  *  #  *  *  * 

I  would  have  done  me  the  pleasure  to  See  you  &  every  my 
friends  in  your  Dominians  ere  now,  had  not  my  Duty  to  the 


1  In  Oneida  County  History  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Asterisks  indicate 
portions  omitted  by  copyist.  The  original  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

-Copyist  inserted  here:  “Indian  name  of  Sir  William,  meaning  the 
‘Boss’.” 
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Service  Confined  me,  as  I  have  to  dail  with  the  most  Mutinous 
Iregular  Regulars  in  America,  ware  they  to  Stay  long  at  this 
Post,  I  would  rather  be  a  Tea  watermans  Horse,  than  Commis¬ 
sary  for  them.  I  am  conshious  that  I  have  discharged  my  Duty 
in  the  Minutes  Manner  for  the  good  of  the  Service,  yet  I  remain 
in  this  wilderness,  while  Newcome[r]s,  I  know  not  whither 
from  More  Merit  or  interest  are  prferred  to  better  Post.  I  have 
complain’d  to  Me  Leake  to  this  prpose  &  begs  you’l  recomend 
me  a  second  time  to  remove  me  to  a  better  Post  if  vacant  or 
make  my  pay  adequet  to  Fort  Stanwix.  *  *  *  * 

S'r  WM.  Johnson 


Michl.  Byrne 


INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


Copy  of  a  Conference  held  with  the  Potawatamies  of  S'. 
Joseph  at 

Detroit  Jari^.  26th.  1765. 

Present  — 

Lieu*.  Col.  John  Campbell  Command'.  — 
Machioquise  ) 

Makisabe  ^  chiers  or  the  Jr  otawatamies  — 

Nangisse  —  son  of  the  great  chief  of  S'.  Joseph  — • 
Peshibaon  —  Chief  of  the  same  Village  — 
Machioquise  addressed  the  Command',  on  behalf  of  the  S'. 
Joseph  Indians  at  their  Request  as  follows  — 


Father  — 

When  we  first  come  here  you  made  us  sensible,  and  gave  us 
good  Advice,  and  told  us  you  was  offended,  and  had  a  bitter 
heart,  and  wanted  to  know  who  were  your  real  Children,  which 
you  cou’d  be  no  otherwise  convinced  of  than  by  their  exerting 


J  .In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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themselves  to  revenge  the  Insults  you  had  received,  or  by  bring¬ 
ing  the  Offenders  to  a  proper  Submission.  — 

Father  — 

We  have  benefitted  by  your  good  advice.  — We  amongst  us 
gathered  a  little  Wampum,  &  made  a  Belt,  at  one  end  of  which, 
we  placed  your  fire,  in  the  middle  ours,  and  at  the  other  end 
that  of  S‘.  Joseph’s  Village  opening  a  road  for  the  People  of  it, 
telling  them  to  have  sense,  and  to  come,  and  speak  to  their 
father. 

Father  — 

When  we  arrived  at  S*.  Joseph,  they  told  us,  Bretheren,  we 
are  resolved  to  go  See  our  father,  nothwithstandmg  the  Season 
is  not  fit  for  a  Journey  of  that  kind,  but  in  the  Spring  we  will 
go,  and  see  him  in  form,  following  the  Road  you  have  laid  open 
to  us  in  this  Belt.  — 

Father.  — 

See,  here  are  the  hearts  of  the  Chiefs,  and  young  men  of  the 
River  S*.  Joseph,  which  they  send,  desiring  you  to  keep  them 
’till  Spring,  when  they  will  come,  and  submit  themselves  to  you, 
&  demand  Mercy  —  You  give  your  word  in  writing,  and  we 
assure  you  of  Ours  by  our  hearts  wcF  we  have  sent.  — 

Father  — 

We  allways  hoped  you  wou’d  be  good,  —  in  regard  to  us  it  is 
unlucky  that  we  had  fools  who  established  a  living  near  us.  — 
One,  named  Nissigay,  a  Fox,  has  been  trying  to  disturb  the 
Earth,  after  the  mercy  you  have  shewn  us,  but  we  thank  you, 
father,  for  having  so  much  goodness  as  to  be  yet  willing  to  hear 
us.  — 

Father  — 

Your  Child  which  you  see  here  came  only  today  to  hear  what 
you  will  say  to  them. 

Gave  a  String.  — 
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Father  — 

All  the  Chiefs,  and  young  men  of  the  River  Sf.  Joseph  wipe 
and  cleanse  your  hearts,  as  also  the  wound  which  you  have 
received  from  fools.  — 

Father  —  * 

This  young  man  (pointing  to  Nangisse)  comes  by  order  of  his 
father  with  the  Words  of  all  the  Chiefs  with  which  they  throw 
away  all  bad  words,  that  may  be  said,  and  sweep  your  house 
clean  of  every  bad  thing  —  in  fine  that  we  may  come,  and 
speak  quietly  of  good  things  to  our  father,  in  the  Spring.  — 

Father  — 

We  are  become  your  real  Children,  and  kindly  thank  you  for 
your  good  Advice  in  telling  us  to  work  good  things,  —  &  instead 
of  doing  us  evil,  you  do  us  good.  — 

Father  — 

Hear  me,  I  pray  you,  —  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  of  you  —  I 
believe  we  have  succeeded  well  from  the  advice  you  gave  us.  — 
I  shou’d  be  glad,  Father,  if  you  wou’d  regard  your  Children 
from  the  River  S*.  Joseph,  as  well  as  you  regard  the  rest  of  your 
Children  hereabouts.  —  every  thing  goes  well;  —  those  People 
are  come  to  reason,  and  have  no  other  Inclination  than  that  of 
Obeying  your  will  — 

Gave  a  Belt.  — 

Then  concluded  by  saying  that  they  had  finished  what  they 
had  to  say,  and  that  it  was  the  real  sentiments  of  all  those  for 
whom  he  spoke;  assuring  their  father  at  the  same  time  that  he 
shou’d  have  all  the  Prisoners  among  them,  as  soon  as  they 
could  be  collected,  —  that  there  was  one  less  than  he  imagined, 
as  one  of  their  People  had  taken  an  inclination  to  give  one  of 
them  away  last  fall  to  the  commanding  Officer  at  Illenois,  &  that 
the  rest,  were  so  scattered,  &  the  weather  so  severe  that  they 
could  not  be  got  at  present.  — 
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Colonel  Campbell1  answered  the  Potawatamies  as  follows 
viz1. 

Brethern.  — 

You  must  all  know  that  nothing  could  offend  me  more  than 
the  Injury  committed  by  a  Party  from  St.  Josephs  at  this  post 
this  winter,  and  that  as  soon  as  I  received  certain  intelligence  of 
those  who  committed  this  Offence,  I  immediately  sent  for  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Potawatamies  of  this  Village  to  question  them  con¬ 
cerning  this  Hostility,  and  told  them  that  I  hoped  they  wou  d 
resent  this  injury  done  their  father,  on  the  offenders,  they  sayd 
they  wou’d  chuse  to  accomodate  matters  amicably,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  —  that  they  wou’d  go  to  S*.  Joseph  for  that  purpose,  and 
upraid  them  there  for  their  foolish  behaviour,  —  that  they  wou  d 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  prevail  on  their  Chiefs  to  come  hither, 
and  bring  along  with  them  the  Offenders  to  make  a  proper  sub¬ 
mission  for  the  injury  they  had  done,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
deliver  up  all  their  Prisoners,  if  I  promised  not  to  hurt  them,  all 
which  I  now  find  is  not  performed,  owing,  as  you  say,  to  the  cold¬ 
ness  of  the  Season,  but  that  you  are  determined  to  Comply  with 
my  demands,  as  early  in  the  Spring,  as  the  Season  would  permit, 
and  as  soon  as  the  Prisoners  can  be  collected  — 

I  now  repeat  to  you  that  the  nature  of  your  Offence  is  such 
as  ought  not  to  be  passed  over  with  impunity,  nor  any  lenity 
shewn  to  People  who  have  acted  so  barbarously.  —  Notwith¬ 
standing,  as  nothing  can  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  the 
means  of  bringing  foolish  People  to  their  Senses,  I  shall  therefore 
overlook,  and  forget  what  is  past,  upon  your  punctual  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  terms  prescribed  to  you. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  find,  that  at  length  you  have  recovered 
your  Senses,  and  that  your  Eyes  are  Opened,  as  to  the  Succours 
you  vainly  hoped  to  receive  from  the  French,  and  that  you  are 
now  determined  to  become  faithful  Subjects  to  the  great  King 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  who  in  1  764 
succeeded  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Gladwin  as  commandant  at  Detroit. 
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of  England.  I  hope  that  you  are  sincere  in  what  you  have  now 
spoke,  of  which  I  shall  acquaint  his  Excellency  the  Commander 
in  chief,  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  —  but  in  the  mean  time,  I  must 
insist  on  your  making  the  following  Submission,  and  engagements 
to  convince  me  of  your  Sincerity.  —  First,  that  you  are  truely 
sensible  of  your  doing  very  wrong,  in  conniving  at,  or  sending 
out  Partys  to  strike  against  his  Majesty’s  Troops  at  this  place 
without  the  least  provocation.  —  Secondly  —  That  you  are  ex¬ 
tremely  sorry  for  the  Injury  committed  at  this  Post,  by  the  party 
from  S*.  Josephs.  Thirdly.  —  That  you  solemnly  promise,  and 
declare  never  to  commit  so  barbarous  an  Action  against  any  of 
his  Majesty’s  Subjects  for  the  future.  —  Fourthly  —  That  you 
now  humbly  beg  forgiveness  for  the  last  insult  given  at  this 
Post.  —  Fifthly  —  That  you  deliver  all  your  Prisoners  without 
exception,  and  produce  the  Delinquents  at  the  same  time  that 
they  may  make  a  proper  submission  for  the  offence  they  have 
given.  —  Sixthly  —  That  you  give  two  men  [as]  Hostages,  as  a 
Security  for  your  committing  no  Hostilitys,  and  for  the  Delivering 
up  your  Prisoners  &c.  —  Seventhly  —  That  you  send  Deputys 
to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  make  Peace  with  you.  —  That  as  soon 
as  you  become  true,  and  faithful  Subjects  to  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  your  Father  here  will  be  always  ready  to  hear  your 
Complaints,  and  redress  your  Grievances.  —  You  shall  enjoy  a 
free,  and  open  trade,  —  and  great  Care  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
your  being  imposed  upon  by  the  Traders.  — 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at 
Detroit  the  27th.  day  of  January  1  765 
John  Campbell  L*.  Col.  1 7th.  Reg*. 

Command*. 

By  the  Power  to  us  given  by  the  Nation  we  represent,  We 
do  in  their  Name  together  with  ourselves  most  gratefully  accept 
the  Terms  above  prescribed,  and  we  do  most  solemnly  bind  our¬ 
selves,  and  them  to  the  true  performance  of  each  Article  in 
every  respect,  In  Witness  whereof  We  have  hereunto  affixed 
the  Arms  of  the  Nations  we  represent,  at  Detroit  this  twenty 
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seventh  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  sixty 
five,  and  in  the  fourth  Year  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the 
third  King  of  great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland  & c  &c  — 

(True  Copy) 

JOHN  Hay  )  Representing  a  Sucker 

Town  Major  \  Representing  a  Sturgeon 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy /  New  Y ork  January  28th.  1765 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  the  Delaware  Deputys  have  by  this  time  got  to  the 
Mohawk  River,  which  I  think  they  must,  unless  the  uncommon 
Falls  of  Snow  should  have  retarded  them,  And  I  am  likewise 
to  wish,  that  you  may  have  some  Satisfactory  Accounts  of  the 
Shawnese.  I  wait  for  the  Issue  of  these  Conferences  with  the 
more  Impatience,  as  some  of  the  Governors  do  not  chuse  to 
publish  Proclamations  respecting  Trade  till  they  are  finished. 
I  know  of  no  reason  to  retard  such  a  measure,  but  the  Flight 
of  the  Shawnese  Hostages;  There  may  be  cause  of  Suspicion 
in  that,  but  else  we  might  be  pretty  sure,  that  the  Affair  of  Peace 
was  concluded.  And  there  would  be  nothing  done  with  you 
which  could  break  it  off,  I  have  heard  nothing  more  relative  to 
that  Affair  since  my  last,  The  Communication  with  Fort  Pitt 
has  been  stoped  ever  since  the  Troops  returned. 

When  you  shall  have  finished  your  Conferences,  you  will  be 
able  to  give  a  good  Guess  of  the  Plan  necessary  to  be  pursued 
to  cement  the  Negociations  of  last  Year. 

I  Am  with  Great  Regard. 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca. 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar1. 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy/ 

To  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar 
At. 

Johnson’s  Hall. 

New  York  January  28th.  1765.  — 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS1 

[Jan.  17-31,  1765] 

Jany.  1  7th.  —  Sir  William  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Vaughan2 
commanding  at  Niagara  acquainting  him  that  above  200  Indians 
left  behind  by  Col.  Bradstreet  came  to  his  Post  greatly  distressed, 
and  displeased  at  the  late  Conduct  of  the  commands,  officer,  but 
that  he  wou’d  endeavor  to  send  them  from  thence  in  better 
temper,  although  he  had  not  the  least  order,  or  Direction  left  him 
concerning  them.  — 

20th.  —  Sent  a  Message  to  the  Six  Nations  by  Soughnaegey  a 
Seneca  Indian  living  at  Karaghiyadiro ,3  acquainting  them  of  his 
Family  having  the  small  Pox,  which  he  Judged  proper  on  hearing 
that  they  were  coming  down  to  him,  lest  if  not  informed  thereof, 
they  might  (on  some  of  their  People  getting,  &  bringing  it  home 
to  their  nations,  to  whom  it  is  always  very  mortal)  be  disgusted,  & 
entertain  bad  thoughts.  — 

3  Strings.  — 

Sent  another  Message  to  the  Senecas  signifying  his  Surprize 
at  their  having  not  yet  complied  with  his  desire,  and  solemn 
Promise  made  at  Niagara  of  causing  the  Delawares  to  deliver 
up  all  Prisoners,  French,  and  Negroes  which  are  amongst  them, 
or  yet  in  their  hands,  as  well  as  the  Squash  Cutter,  and  Long 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  Regiment.  For  biogra¬ 
phy  see  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:749 

3  A  Seneca  village.  See  Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names,  p.  26. 
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Coat,  for  which  they  had  delivered  him  Hostages  who  wou’d  not 
be  delivered  up  to  him  until  they  fullfilled  their  sev1.  engagements, 
to  which  by  a  Belt  of  Wampum  Sr.  Wm.  strongly  urged  them.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

30th.  —  On  this  day  Sir  William  sent  off  Hendrick  Wemp,  and 
Bradley  an  Indian  w*k  the  General  s  Dispatches  to  Niagara, 
[and]  Fort  Stanwix,  and  Ontario,  the  former  at  a  Dollar  f 
diem,  the  latter  at  6s,  being  very  difficult  on  account  of  the  deep 
Snow  &c  —  by  said  Messengers  sent  a  large  bunch  of  W ampum 
desiring  the  Squash-Cutter,  and  Long  Coat  to  come  down  imme¬ 
diately  on  receipt  thereof  with  all  the  Prisoners,  Whites,  and 
Blacks,  in  which  Case,  and  on  his  behaving  properly,  Sir  Wm. 
promised  to  release  the  Delawares  now  confined  at  \  ork,  also 
the  two  Hostages  at  Oswego,  —  but  if  they  did  not,  that  he 
wou’d  look  upon  all  that  was  said  in  their  behalf  by  the  Senecas, 
as  meant  to  deceive  us,  and  wou  d  take  Steps  accordingly. 

A  large  bunch  Wampum 

Then  TagaWarongo  an  Oneida  Chief  who  was  present,  sent 
another  String  of  Wampum  by  said  Messengers  insisting  on  the 
Delawares  paying  a  due  regard  to  Sir  Wm  s.  Message  as  it  was 
very  favorable  for  them,  and  desired  in  the  name  of  his  Nation 
that  they  would  not  fail  complying  therewith  - — 

A  Bunch  of  Wampum 

3 1  st  — On  this  day  the  lower  Mohocks  came  to  Sir  Wm.  in  a 
body,  and  Abraham  their  Chief  on  behalf  of  the  whole  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that  some  of  their  Hunters  (pointing  to  sev1. 
present)  who  lately  returned  from  their  Hunting  Grounds  about 
Fort  Edward,  Saraghtoga,  and  Lake  George  acquainted  them 
with  what  they  had  discovered,  viz1,  “a  great  Number  of  new 
Settlements  on  their  Lands  in  that  quarter  also  a  considerable 
number  of  Men  from  different  parts  cutting  down,  and  Carrying 
away  Sawloggs,  and  the  best  of  Timber  from  off  their  lands 
to  their  great  Surprize,  and  detriment.”  —  then  expressed  their 
great  Surprize  at  such  proceedings  after  what  had  been  told 
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them  last  fall  on  M1.  Croghan’s  Arrival  from  London,  who 
brought  them  all  an  Account  of  what  Steps  were  then  taken 
by  the  Ministry,  and  the  Lords  of  Trade,  relative  to  the  Lands 
they  now  complain  about,  and  others  in  their  Country,  adding 
“it  was  very  strange  they  would  proceed  in  such  a  manner,  whilst 
the  affair  was  under  Consideration. 

They  then  complained  of  the  late  Mr.  Barclays1  Heirs  refus¬ 
ing  a  Minister,  or  Schoolmasters  admittance  into  the  house  which 
was  designed  for  that  purpose,  and  to  which  end  they  gave  a 
Farm  of  Low  Land  together  with  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Wood¬ 
land,  all  which  they  begg’d  Sir  Wm.  would  take  into  Considera¬ 
tion  and  redress  them  in,  otherwise  they  must  be  inevitably 
ruined,  particularly  wth.  regard  to  the  encroachments  on  their 
Lands  as  their  chief  Hunting  lay  where  those  People  were 
Settling.  — 

To  which  Sir  Wm.  answered  that  on  his  representation  of  the 
affair  to  the  People  in  power  in  England  they  had  taken  such 
Steps  therein  as  gave  him  reason  to  expect  that  all  reasonable 
Justice  wou’d  be  done  them,  [and]  any  other  Indians  who  have 
been  realy  Injured,  and  that  he  expected  to  receive  Orders  for 
that  end  next  Spring,  ’till  which  time  he  recommended  Patience 
to  them,  assuring  them  at  the  same  time  that  nothing  in  his  power 
shou’d  be  wanting  to  procure  them  Justice.  —  Ended  — 

On  same  day  two  Indians  of  Conjohare,  ( Joseph ,  and  Hance) 
came  to  Sir  Wm.  and  complained  that  Cobus  Maybee,  Joseph  his 
brother,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  called  some  Indians  to  their 
house,  gave  them  as  much  Rum  as  made  them  beastly  drunk, 
and  then  threw  three  of  the  drunkenest  of  them  into  a  Sled  pre¬ 
pared  for  that  purpose,  without  their  blankets,  and  carried  them 
to  Jelles  Funda’s  house  in  order  to  bring  them  to  Albany  to 
sign  a  Deed  for  the  Land  they  live  on,  although  repeatedly 
warned  against  the  same  by  the  Indians,  and  Sir  Wm.  at  the 
earnest  Request  of  the  whole  Castle  in  publick  meeting,  the  two 


1  The  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Barclay. 
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above  mentioned  Indians  overtook  Maybee  with  the  three 
drunken  Indians,  took  them  by  force  from  Maybee,  and  sent 
them  home,  much  enraged  against  Maybee  for  the  villainous 
Trick,  he  and  his  family  had  served  them.  —  One  of  the  Indians, 
named  Onoghtoragh  (being  of  another  Tribe)  Maybee  carried 
to  Albany,  at  which  all  the  Conjahores  were  greatly  incensed, 
and  are  determined  to  drive  him  off  their  land  by  force,  as  the 
Governor  had  done  nothing  in  it,  after  the  many  Applications 
made  to  him  on  that  head.  — 

Sir  Wm.  answered  by  telling  them  that  he  greatly  disapproved 
of  Maybee’s  Conduct,  and  woud  look  into  the  affair,  desired 
they  wou’d  by  no  means  take  any  rash  Step,  and  then  wrote 
by  them  to  old  Eve  Pickard1  desiring  he  wou’d  remove  from 
off  the  Indian  Land,  and  not  breed  further  disputes  with  the 
Indians,  otherwise  he  wou’d  prosecute  her,  and  family  as  Incen¬ 
diaries  — 

FROM  PETER  SILVESTER 

L.  S. 

Albany  [January  31 ,  1765] 


Upon  my  return  from  New  York  [I  found] 

[you]r  favours  of  the  14  &  21st.  Instant  in  respect  to  [ 

[  ]  sed  of  Johannis  Vroman  of  Coghnawaga.  [I  have  at] 

[you]r  desire  examined  the  Records  of  Mortgages  [  ] 

]  Registred  from  that  person,  you  mention  that  y[ou] 

[  ]  must  get  me  to  draw  the  Deeds  if  you  send  me  the  [ 

[inst]  ructions  I  shall  be  ready  to  serve  you  in  this  as  n  [  ] 

[  ]  matters  you  think  proper  to  commit  to  my  c[are] 

[I]  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  none  of  the  persons  are  [  ] 
[again]  st  whom  I  issued  writts  at  your  suit  as  appears  [ 

]  returns  except  Saxberry  which  suit  is  withdrawn  as  [  ] 


1  Mrs.  Eghye  (Eve)  Pickerd,  a  mulatto  of  Canajoharie.  See  her  letter 
to  Sir  William  Johnson,  Dec.  29,  1  763  listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p. 

196. 
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[le]  tter  from  Mr.  Guy  Johnson  for  that  purpose  — I  am  [ 

[lejtter  craving  your  interest  for  my  continuation  as  [clerk] 
[for]  Town  and  County  came  so  late  to  your  hand  but 

w]ould  not  have  availed  had  it  been  early er  receifved] 

[  ]  you  could  not  interfere  in  those  affairs  with  [  ] 

]  as  you  looked  upon  it  to  have  no  connection  with  your] 
[department 

[When  I]  wrote  you  last  I  was  in  too  great  a  hurry  [  ] 


[Mr  Marsh’s]  will1  copyed  copy  of  which  I  now  send  [  ] 

[He]  never  Signed  it  I  think  and  it  is  the  opinion  [ 

[  ]  ment  in  the  possession  that  it  will  be  valid  [  ] 

[mem]  orandums  in  his  own  handwriting  from  [  ] 

]  the  will  was  drawn.  Mr.  Lake2  has  the  [  ] 

]  ed  possessed  of  at  York — I  propose  to  release  my  [ 

[in]  order  to  prove  the  will  —  But  should  be  glad  [to] 

[hear  f]  rom  you  on  this  head  to  know  your  Sentiments  [ 

[La]  st  Sunday  I  saw  your  son3  and  Son  in  Law4  [ 

[H]  igh  Lands  on  their  way  to  New  York  of  which  [ 
not  Improper  to  acquaint  you  of  I  am  Sir 

Your  very  [  ] 

Humble  [  ] 


P  Sil[vester] 

WILLIAM  MURRAY  TO  HENRY  BOUQUET 
Contemporary  Copyr> 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Murray  to  Co1.  Boquet 
dated 


1  The  will  of  Witham  Marsh  of  whose  estate  Sir  William  Johnson 
was  one  of  the  executors.  Ante  pp.  248-49.  See  Johnson  Calendar, 
P.  229. 

2  Robert  Leake  (Lake),  His  Majesty’s  commissary  general  and  one 
of  the  executors  of  Marsh’s  estate. 

3  John  Johnson. 

4  Guy  Johnson. 

6  In  Canadian  Records,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Fort  Pitt  Jariv.  31st.  1765. 

Sir  — 

Since  my  last,  the  Party  of  Mohawks  sent  from  this  P ost  with 
your  Message  to  the  Shawanese  Chiefs  are  returned,  about  thirty 
miles  from  hence  they  met  the  Party  of  Virginia  Voluntiers  that 
.vent  from  the  16th.  Encampment  to  the  lower  Shawanese  town 
for  their  Relations,  Prisoners  with  that  Nation;  Benavissica, 
one  of  the  Shawanese  Chiefs,  was  with  that  Party,  which  was 
the  reason  of  the  Mohawks  not  proceeding,  but  returning  with 
them  to  this  Place.  Upon  their  Arrival  here,  I  assembled  them, 
and  desired  the  chief  of  the  Mohawks  to  deliver  your  Message 
to  Benavissica  in  my  Presence,  the  answer  to  which,  I  enclose 
you  (as  above)1  - —  Benavissica  likewise  informed  me  that  their 
Chiefs  who  had  gone  to  visit  the  French  were  within  one  days 
Journey  of  the  lower  Shawanese  town,  when  he  left  it,  and  that 
these  Chiefs  had  heard  what  had  passed  between  you,  and  their 
Nation  at  the  1  6,fl.  Encampment,  and  were  very  much  pleased 
with  the  Peace,  —  he  further  sayed  there  were  fifty,  or  sixty 
French  coming  with  the  Shawanese  Chiefs,  but  upon  hearing  that 
their  Nation  had  entered  into  terms  of  Peace,  they  all  returned.  — 
the  reason  of  Benavissica’s  coming  here,  was  to  fullfill  his 
Promise  to  you,  viz1,  that  he  wou’d  take  Care  of  these  Virginians 
whilst  in  his  Country,  —  assist  them  in  getting  their  Relations 
who  were  Prisoners,  and  see  them  safe  back  to  this  Place,  and 
likewise  to  hear  from  ourselves,  —  whether  we  were  Still  firm  to 
the  Peace,  as  they  did  not  believe  the  Report  of  the  Red  Hawk, 
and  his  Party,  the  Virginians  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
of  great  Service  to  them  in  his  Country,  and  hunted  for  them 
on  their  March  here,  otherwise  they  must  have  perished  in  the 
Woods.  —  they  have  brought  nine  Prisoners  with  them  who 
were  all  frost  bit,  as  likewise  some  of  the  Party  before  they  got 
to  Big  Beaver  Creek,  and  were  unable  to  proceed  any  farther :  — 
two  of  the  party  being  stronger  than  the  rest  came  to  this  place, 


1  Ante  pp.  526-27. 
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and  acquainted  me  with  their  Situation,  —  I  sent  a  Serjeant,  and 
twelve  men  with  two  horses,  and  Provisions  to  their  assistance, 
who  brought  them  here.  —  I  enclose  you  a  particular  list  of 
them.  One  of  the  Women  died  since  her  arrival;  as  the  weather 
has  been  two  months  past  uncommonly  severe,  the  Snow  very 
deep,  and  the  Prisoners  being  old  Women,  and  young  Children, 
and  the  whole  Party  in  a  bad  State  of  health,  I  am  obliged  to 
permit  them  to  Stay  here  ’till  the  winter  is  milder.  —  both  Rivers 
have  been  passable  on  the  Ice  these  Six  Weeks.  — 

The  party  of  Mohawks,  on  their  return  with  Benavissica 
acquainted  me  with  their  Intention  of  going  home,  the  business 
they  were  sent  on  being  now  accomplished.  As  they  did  not 
chuse  to  return  with  Benavissica,  and  seemed  uneasy,  I  have 
consented  to  their  return  home,  their  Stay  here  Being  very 
expensive.  Benavissica  assured  me  that  it  was  impossible  to 
bring  the  Prisoners  ’till  the  Spring  owing  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  Weather,  but  that  proper  Persons  shou’d  be  sent  here  as 
Hostages  immediately,  and  that  several  of  his  Nation  who  were 
hunting,  wou’d  be  here  soon.  —  in  the  present  Situation  of 
affairs,  I  wou’d  be  glad  to  have  your  Instructions,  how  to  act 
with  regard  to  Provisions  &c  shou’d  they  or  any  of  their  Nation 
come  here  before  the  Prisoners  are  brought  in.  —  Benawissica 
having  behaved  so  well  to  the  People  you  entrusted  him  with, 
and  the  weather  being  extremely  cold,  and  he  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  returning  immediately  with  your  message,  I  made  him 
a  Present  of  some  blankets,  and  a  little  Rum.  —  the  Mohawks 
according  to  your  directions  have  received  warm  Clothing,  and 
a  few  necessaries.  — 

(Signed)  — 

William  Murray1 

1  Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 

Pitt. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy1 2 

New  York  Febrv  2 4.  /  765 

Copy/. 

Dear  Sir; 

I  Have  had  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  your  Son"  with  Lieut 
Johnson,3 4 5  by  whom  I  received  your  Favor  of  the  22d.  Ulmo.  The 
Affair  of  the  Shawnese  Hostages  will  I  hope  be  cleared  up  by 
the  Deputys  of  the  Delawares;  You  Seem  Apprehensive  of  the 
last  as  they  were  not  Arrived.  You  had  Certainly  reason, 
but  as  they  were  Accompanied  by  a  Canadian  Officer,  some 
Prisoners  whom  they  desired  might  go  with  them,  &  about 
Twenty  Caghnawagas,  who  were  very  Anxious  to  return  home, 

I  Conceive  they  have  been  retarded  by  the  Snows.  Had  the 
Delawares  Changed  their  Minds  &  turned  back  the  Caghnawaga 
Indians  would  have  been  with  Y  ou.  Of  the  Six  Shawnese 
Hostages,  Two  fell  Sick  &  Sent  back  to  their  Nation,  a  Third 
Sent  with  another  Indian  to  the  Lakes,  the  other  three  ran  away 
as  you  have  been  told.  Sending  back  the  Sick  &ca,  was  Enough 
to  Satisfy  them,  that  no  hurt  was  intended  them.  You  will 
Judge  of  this  when  you  see  the  Delawares.  Colo'.  Bouquet 
was  very  well  Satisfied  of  the  Sincerity  of  these  last,  who 
assured  Him,  they  would  Join  us  against  the  Shawnese  in  case 
they  Refused  to  fulfill  their  Engagements  — 

Mr  Croghan  is  Supplied  with  Presents  &ca  for  the  Indians 
of  the  Ilinois,  &  the  Nations  he  Shall  pass  thro  .  Lieut  Fraser 
has  Letters  to  the  French  Commander  &  a  Proclamation  for 
the  Inhabitants.  As  they  will  probably  be  Stopped  for  some 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  John  Johnson. 

3  Lieutenant  Guy  Johnson. 

4  Ante  pp.  544-46. 

5  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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time  by  the  Weather,  You  wiil  have  time,  to  Send  Mr.  Croghan 
any  Instructions  you  Shall  Judge  proper  — 

Lieut  Johnson  mentioned  to  Me,  the  Appointing  of  Com- 
missarys  for  the  Ilinois  according  to  the  proposed  Plan.  But  as 
that  is  not  yet  fixed  and  may  possibly  be  altered,  at  least  in  part, 
I  think  it  had  better  be  postponed,  till  the  plan  is  Ordered  to  be 
put  in  Execution.  Mr.  Croghan  will  Send  Advice  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings  from  the  Ouabache,  and  also  from  the  Ilinois.  We 
Shall  then  know  for  Certain  what  turn  Affairs  are  likely  to  take 
in  that  Quarter,  &  by  that  Time  Affairs  may  be  finally  regulated. 
He  had  better  remain  at  the  Ilinois  as  long  as  it  is  proper  to  have 
him  Stay  amongst  these  Savages.  And  till  the  Troops  Shall 
have  taken  possession  of  the  Posts  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca  — 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1. 

INDORSED: 

Copy./. 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 
New  York  Feb-r  2d.  1  765 

FROM  WILLIAM  SMITH  JR.  AND  WALTER  RUTHERFORD 

L.  S 7 

New  Y ork  5th.  Feby  1 765 
Sir, 

We  recieved  your  Favour  of  the  4th.  Ult°.2  and  Yesterday 
being  the  first  Opportunity  since,  we  communicated  it  to  a  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Society,  who  have  desired  us  to  return  their  Thanks  for 

1  In  New  York  Public  Library,  New  York  City. 

2  Johnson  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Society  for  Pro¬ 
moting  Arts,  Jan.  4,  i  7 65,  printed  in  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  4:346-47. 
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your  Donation  of  ten  Pounds,  and  are  much  obliged  to  you 
for  your  very  genteel  Letter,  and  the  judicious  Remarks  con¬ 
tained  in  it;  And  their  Undertaking,  thus  backed  with  your 
good  Opinion  and  Assistance,  greatly  encourages  them  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  their  Endeavours. 

We  doubt  not  but  you  have  observed  in  the  Articles  to 
which  Premiums  are  annexed,  that  Care  has  been  taken  to 
exclude  all  such  as  may  immediately  affect  England;  and  what¬ 
ever  has  been  the  Resolutions  of  Individuals,  contrary  to  this, 
they  are  not  avowed  by  the  Society  in  any  of  their  Publications: 
Indeed  many  have  thought,  that  encouraging  the  Breed  of  Sheep, 
and  Woolens,  would  be  of  infinite  Advantage:  but  it  is  judged 
that  our  Necessities,  and  the  Benefit  arising  from  it  are  sufficient 
to  bring  this  into  Practice. 

As  your  Neighbourhood  is  famous  for  P eas,  and  it  is  said 
the  only  District  in  the  Province  where  they  can  be  raised  in 
Perfection,  we  have  thought  it  might  be  of  great  Advantage, 
if  a  Mill  for  splitting  them  was  erected,  in  some  convenient 
Place,  as  we  now  import  what  we  use,  from  Europe. 

As  there  are  seven  Premiums  offered  for  the  greatest  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Flax,  Hemp  Seed  and  Barley,  raised  off  one  Acre,  we 
expect,  as  the  Land  is  extraordinary  good  in  your  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  that  it  would  encourage  the  small  Farmers  to  gain  these 
Premiums;  and  we  beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  cause  proper 
Notice  to  be  conveyed  to  them. 

The  Number  of  our  Society  and  Funds  have  increased  beyond 
our  Expectation :  and  we  are  yet  in  Hopes  to  add  to  both ; 
Besides  the  Premiums  already  published,  we  have  ordered  a 
Number  of  Reels,  Wheels  and  Looms  to  be  made;  which  we 
propose  to  lend  out;  as  a  great  Want  is  complained  of.  We 
have  also  lent  out  several  Sums  of  Money,  to  industrious  People, 
well  recommended  in  the  manufacturing  Way. 

We  beg  to  hear  from  you,  as  your  Leisure  may  admit,  & 
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shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  such  Hints  as  may  occur  to 
you,  and  are  with  great  Regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servants 
For  the  Committee^  WM.  Smith  Jr. 
of  Correspondence  \  Walr.  Rutherfurd 
Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet 

AN  ADVERTISEMENT 

A.D. 

[Johnson  Hall,  February  6,  1765] 


Advertisement 

Complaint  haveing  been  [made  by  the] 

]  Indians  That  the  Inhabitants  [ 

[  ]  the  Mohawks  River  &ca.  have  [ 

[  ]  destroyed,  &  do  Still  continue  to  [ 

[  ]  to  the  immense  prejudice  of  all  y[ 

]  the  Country,  as  well  as  to  the  great  in  [convenience] 
[of  the]  inhabitants  who  must  be  thereby  deprived] 

[of]  useing  Venison,  or  Deers  leather  when  in  [ 

[  order]  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future,  and  [ 

[  ]  of  the  Law  hereafter,  the  following  [ 


[  ]f  Assembly  of  this  Province  in  that  case[ 

]  and  is  as  follows.1  — 

That  if  any  Person  or  Persons  af[ter  the  Publication  of 
this  Act  shall  kill  or  destroy  any  [Wild  Buck  Doe  or  Fawn] 
or  any  other  Sort  of  Deer  whatsoever  at  a  [ny  time  in  the]  months 
of  January,  February,  March  April  [May  or  June  evejrry  such 
Person  shall  for  everry  such  offe[nce  forfeit  the  sum]  of  Three 
Pounds  for  everry  Buck  Doe  fawn  or  [other  Deer  so]  killed 
or  destroyed  as  Aforesaid,  contrary  to  [true  intent  and]  Mean¬ 
ing  of  this  Act,  the  one  Half  whereof  sh  [ all  be  to  Him  or] 
Her  who  shall  inform  and  Sue  for  the  Same  b[efore  any  one 

1  Act  passed  on  December  16,  1758.  See  Colonial  Laws  of  New 
York,  4:304,  from  which  the  words  within  brackets  have  been  taken. 
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Ju]  stice  of  the  Peace  in  such  County  where  the  Offence  [shall  be 
Committed,  and  the  other  Half  shall  be  to  the  Poor  of  the 
[Precinct  where]  the  Sd.  offence  shall  be  committed.  And  for  the 
[better  convicting  of]  Offenders  against  this  Act,  Be  it  Enacted 
by  [the  Authority  Aforesa]id,  That  Everry  Person  in  whose 
Custody  shall  [be  found  or  who  sha]  11  expose  to  Sale  any 
Green  Deer  Skins,  fre[sh  Venison  or  Deers]  flesh  at  any  time, 
in  any  of  the  Months  [before  mentioned  and  shall]  be  Con¬ 
victed  thereof  as  Aforesaid,  Shall  [be  deemed  guilty  of  the  said] 


offence.  —  from  the  Necessity  [  ] 

]  ing  this  Act,  It  is  to  be  hoped  [  ] 

]  the  Peace  within  this  County  [  ] 

]  to  so  Vile  &  pernicious  a  [ 

[Johnson]  Hall^ 

[ 


FROM  HUGH  SCOTT 

A.  D.  S. 

Montreal  the  7(/l  Febr 1765 

[C]urrency 

Sir 

Ten  days  after  Sight,  Please  to  pay  to  the  [ 
of  John  Jacob  Hertell  Fifty  pounds  New  York  Currency  [ 

[value]  Received  and  place  the  same  to  Account  as  pade. 

[  ]  Johnston  Bar1. 1  Your  Most  ob‘  S[ervl] 

Johnston  HalP  Hugh  Scott 

MEMORIAL  OF  ROBERT  CALLENDER  ET  ALl 

Contemporary  Copy 2 

Carlisle  Feb the  10ih.  1765  — 
To  the  Honorable  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1,  his  Majesty’s  Sole 

1  Inclosed  in  Baynton,  Wharton  and  Morgan  to  Johnson,  February  25, 
1765.  Cf.  Robert  Callender  et  al  to  Gage,  January  5,  1765,  Johnson 
Papers ,  4:631-32. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Agent  and  Superintend1,  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  Northern 
Department  of  North  America  &c  &c  — 

The  Memorial  of  Robert  Callender,  Thomas  Smallman, 
Alexander  Lowrey,  Levy  Trent  &  Co.,  Margaret  Welch,  Pat¬ 
rick  Allison,  John  Gibson,  Baynton  &  Wharton,  and  Abraham 
Mitchel  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  others  lately  trading  with 
the  Indians,  on  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  Westward  thereof.  — 

Most  respectfully  Sheweth.  — 

That  your  Memorialists  at  the  repeated  Sollicitations  of  the 
Indians,  and  Countenanced,  and  encouraged  therein,  by  his 
Majesty’s  Generals,  and  Commanders,  did  proceed  (having 
Obtained  your  Honour’s  License  for  that  purpose)  with  their 
Property,  into  the  Indian  Country,  to  Supply  them  with  the 
Conveniencies,  and  Necessaries  of  life,  confiding  at  -the  same 
time,  in  the  faith  of  the  said  Indian  Nations  for  the  Safety  of 
their  Persons  and  Effects.  — 

But  inasmuch  as  the  said  Indian  Tribes  without  the  least 
Provocation  upon  our  parts,  and  in  manifest  Violation  of  their 
Faith  solemnly,  and  repeatedly  plighted,  did  in  the  Spring  of 
the  Year  1763,  tragically  Murder,  or  Captivate  every  Trader 
and  person  who  went  into  their  Country  as  aforesaid,  and  like¬ 
wise  did  rob,  [and]  Seize,  and  Destroy  all  their  Effects,  Peltrys, 
Books,  and  Papers,  to  the  almost  entire  ruin,  and  Impoverish¬ 
ment  of  them,  and  their  respective  Familys,  and  Creditors.  — 
Wherefore  your  Memorialists  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
your  Llonour,  that  they  understand  that,  the  Delawares,  Shaw- 
anese,  Wyandots,  and  Ohio  &  Seneca  Nations,  will  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  their  Agreement  with  Col.  Henry  Bouquet,  send 
Deputies  to  you  to  accede  to,  and  receive  such  Terms  of  Peace, 
as  you  shall  be  pleased  to  grant  them. 

Wherefore  your  Memorialists  presume  to  request  of  you,  as  a 
Duty  they  owe  to  themselves,  their  Creditors,  and  Families, 
(some  of  them  are  unfortunate  bereft  of  their  Husbands  & 
fathers)  and  now  plunged  in  the  utmost  Distress,  that  you  will 
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be  pleased,  at  the  time  of  a  general  Pacification  with  the  Indian 
Nations,  or  whensoever  you  may  judge  best,  to  explain,  and 
delineat  to  them,  the  faithless,  and  barbarous  Murder  of  the 
Traders,  and  the  flagrant,  and  unjust  Confiscation  of  their 
Effects,  Books,  and  Papers  aforesaid,  and  therefore  to  demand 
of  them,  as  the  smallest  Consideration  they  can  make.  That 
they  assign,  and  grant  unto  your  Memorialists,  &  their  Heirs, 
some  part,  or  Tract  of  their  Land,  or  Country,  proportionate  to 
their  Losses,  —  And  your  Memorialists,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will 
ever  most  gratefully  acknowledge  your  Honour’s  kind  Inter¬ 
position.  — 

Signed  — 

Robt.  Callender 
Thos.  Smallman  &  C°. 
Alexr.  Lowrey 
Levy,  Trent  &  Comy. 
Margret  Welch 
Patrick  Allison 
Martha  Gibson  &  Son 
Baynton  &  Wharton 
Abraham  Mitchell 
Andw.  Wilkins. 

FROM  LOUIS  PERTHUIS 

L.  S. 

Montreal  Le  12  [February  1765] 


[Mon]sieur  — 

[J’ai  re^u]  la  Lettre  que  vous  m’aves  fait  l’hon  [eur 
]  par  les  Sauvages  du  Saultr.  Je  me  Suis  [ 

]  que  vous  m’y  donnies 
Les  Sauvages  m’ont  assure  en  Secret  [ 

[  ]  dire  qu’il  y  avoit  Souia  Environ  [ 

]  hommes  avec  un  Commandant  frangois  e  [ 

]  inois  avec  un  autre  parti  en  marche  du  [ 

[  ]  et  que  dez  le  printems  II  devoit  en  v[ 
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[  ]  parts,  Tant  du  cote  d’En  Bas  que  de[ 

] ,  pour  faire  Irruption  dans  le  pays,  [ 
[parai]ssent  croire  tres  fermement. 

I  Is  m’ont  raeme  paru  Surpris  du  Con[ 

[vous]  aves  Tenu  au  Sujet  de  1  hache  que  [ 

[  ]  e,  de  laquelle  Ils  Sont  d’autant  [plus  surpris] 

[qu’ils  n’ont]  Jamais  Entendu  que  de  faire  la  pais 
[  ne  pjaroissant  pas  disposes  a  faire  la  g[uerre.] 


[Je  tache]  de  les  Cultiver  a  ce  Sujet  et  Je  me  [flatte] 

[que  vous  ne]  Trouveres  pas  mauvais  que  Je  les  [ai  encour]ages 
[dans]ces  bonnes  dispositions.  Sans  la  Lettre 

]  onees  Je  Servis  parti  pout  aller  vo[us  rendre] 

[mes  devoi]rs  et  vous  faire  parti  de  bien  d’autres 
[par]  ticularites  qui  ne  Serviroient  qu’a  Vo  [us] 

[J’]ay  fait  parti  a  M.  Scot  qui  est  a  [  ] 

]  ge  de  vos  ordres  qui  Sans  doute  [  ] 

]  de  vous  en  faire  parti;  J’ay  cru  dev[oir  ] 
vous  ]  en  prevenir.  Je  vous  prie  de  [  ] 

]  nations  que  c’est  moy  qui  vous  ay  ap[ris] 

[la  nouve]lle,  d’autant  plus  que  Je  Serois  bien 
[aise  de]  Conserver  le  Credit  que  Je  puis  avoir 

]  que  c’est  Sous  le  Secret  qu’elles  M’[ont  ] 

]  nouvelles;  me  disant  qu’elles  vo[us] 

[  •] 

[Je  me]  flatte  Monsieur,  que  vous  ne  [ 

]  que  vous  aures  quelque  bonte  p[our  moi.] 

[J’ai]  L’honneur  d’etre  avec  un  profond  [respect] 

Monsieur 

Votre  tres  humb[le  et] 
obeissant  Servit[eur] 

L  Perth  uis 

ADDRESSED : 

A  Monsieur 
Monsieur  Wllam  Jonson 
A  Corlak 
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TRANSLATION 

Sir  — 

[I  have  received]  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
[to  send  me]  by  the  Indians  of  the  Sault.  I  have  [carried  out  the 
orders]  which  you  have  given  me  therein. 

The  Indians  have  secretly  assured  me  [and  asked  me]  to  tell 
[you]  that  at  the  Souia  there  were  about  [  ]  Men  with  a 

French  commander  [  ] ,  with  another  party  on  the 

march  from  [  ] .  and  that  in  the  spring  others  were  to 

come  from  different  sections,  both  from  the  lower  side  and  from 
],  to  invade  the  country.  This  they  seem  to  believe 

very  firmly. 

They  even  seemed  surprised  at  the  council  that  you  held  on  the 
subject  of  the  hatchet  which  [  ] .  concerning  which 

they  are  all  the  more  [surprised,  since  they  have]  never  heard 
anything  but  making  peace,  not  seeming  to  be  disposed  to  make 
war. 

[I  try]  to  influence  them  in  this  matter  and  I  [flatter]  myself 
that  you  will  not  take  it  ill  that  I  [encourage]  them  in  this 
friendly  attitude.  With  the  aforesaid  letter  I  would  have  left  to 
pay  you  my  respects  and  to  inform  you  of  many  other  particulars 
which  would  only  have  [disturbed]  you. 

I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Scot,  who  is  at  [  ] .  [an 

abstract]  of  your  orders,  who  doubtless  will  [  ]  inform  you 

thereof.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  notify  you  concerning  the 
matter.  I  beg  you  to  [inform  the]  Indians  that  it  was  I  who 
gave  you  the  news,  the  more  so  as  I  should  like  to  retain  the 
influence  I  may  have  among  them  [and]  that  it  is  as  a  secret  that 
they  gave  me  the  information,  feeling  certain  that  it  [would 
interest  you] 

[I]  flatter  [myself] ,  Sir.  that  you  will  not  [  and]  that 

you  will  have  a  kindly  feeling  [for  me]. 
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[I  have]  the  honor  to  be  with  profound  respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and 
Obedient  Servant 

L.  Perthuis 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 


Dear  Sir 


Johnson  Hail  Febrv.  1 4th.  1765 


Lieu1 3.  Johnson"  has  delivered  me  your  two  favours  of  the  2d. 
Ins1.  "  and  I  have  likewise  to  answer  yr.  Letters  of  the  1  7  &  18th. 
Ult°.4 5  which  I  delayed  doing  till  his  return,  they  are  Answered 
in  two  other  Letters  which  Accompany  this.  — 

I  am  concerned  at  the  Acctl.  that  a  Shawanese  Indian  has 
been  killed  &  scalped  by  one  of  the  Maryland  Volunteers,  if 
that  nation  are  not  pacifically  disposed,  it  may  Serve  them  as  a 
pretext  for  not  comeing  in,  but  I  hope  the  Govr.  will  have  the 
fellow  apprehended,  &  prevent  his  People  from  prosecuteing  the 
design  agst.  the  Straggleing  Indians,  if  not,  I  am  certain  the  conse¬ 
quence  will  be  an  open  Rupture.  — 

About  Twenty  Days  ago  I  sent  off  a  White  man  and  a 
Trusty  Indian  with  your  Dispatches  for  Niagra,  where  I  expect 
they  are  arrived  by  this  time.  — 

I  hope  Lieu*.  Co!l.  CampbeT  may  be  able  to  persuade  Pondiac 
to  come  to  Detroit,  for  I  am  of  opinion  if  he  once  comes  in  and 
is  properly  dealt  with.  He  may  be  of  great  Service  to  us,  and 
I  expect  the  Orders  You  have  transmitted  will  have  ye.  desired 
effect,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  necessarry.  — 

I  hope  the  deep  Snow  will  not  much  retard  Mr.  Croghans 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:645-47. 

2  Guy  Johnson. 

3  Ante  pp.  560-61 . 

4  That  of  January  17,  not  found;  January  18,  ante  pp.  540-41. 

5  Lieut.  Col.  John  Campbell,  commandant  at  Detroit. 
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Journey,1  I  hear  the  Delawares  have  been  greatly  delayed  on 
Acc".  of  it,  having  on  the  7th.  Ins',  received  an  acct  of  their 
Arrival  in  the  Senecas  Country  on  that  way  here,  by  a  Line 
from  the  Interpreter  who  accompanies  them,  so  that  they  may  be 
expected  in  a  few  days,  in  the  mean  time  should  any  thing  par¬ 
ticular  occur  to  You  necessary  to  be  inserted  in  the  Treaty  with 
them,  I  hope  You  will  favour  me  with  them.  — 

The  Delaware  Deputys  from  Ohio  are  but  Two,  but  will  be 
accompanied  hither  by  the  Squashcutter,  Long  Coat,  and  twenty 
of  their  Tribe  of  Delawares  from  Chenussio,  with  ye.  Prisoners 
remaining  amongst  them.  1  he  Six  Nations  are  likewise  Assem¬ 
bled  at  Onondaga,  in  readiness  to  come  down,  so  that  I  shall 
have  my  house  full  of  them.  — 

I  hope  the  Delawares  &ca.  will  arrive  soon  enough  to  enable 
me  to  send  Mr.  Croghan  such  Instructions  as  may  appear  neces¬ 
sary  on  conversing  with  them,  and  as  you  do  not  Judge  it  proper 
to  appoint  Commissarys  until  the  Plan  is  fixed,  I  am  of  Opinion 
it  will  be  necessary  for  Mr.  Croghan  to  remain  at  ye.  Illinois 
until  we  hear  farther  from  England,  and  I  shall  direct  him  to 
do  so. 

The  Officers  &  Rangers  employed  by  me  who  were  on  Service 
last  Winter,  &  Spring,  &  upon  the  Expedition  being  but  lately 
returned,  I  am  prepareing  the  Acc'.  of  their  Pay,  and  shall  Send 
it  to  You  by  the  next  Post,  together  with  ye.  formers  Acc".  of 
some  unavoidable  Expences  for  necessarrys  to  ye.  Inds.  in  their 
Way  Home.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  Most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 


1  To  take  possession  of  the  Ilinois  country. 
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INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

Febry.  14th.  1765 
received  Febfy.  25th. 
Answered  — 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 


Private 


Johnson  Hall  Febr$.  1 4th.,  /  765 


Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  private  letter  of  ye.  2d.  Ins1.2 
by  Lieu*.  Johnson3  together  with  the  other  which  is  Answered  in 
this  Packquet,  he  has  acquainted  me  wth.  everry  thing  You  were 
pleased  to  Mention  in  Answer  to  the  Subjects  I  recommended 
to  be  laid  before  You,  and  I  think  myself  greatly  oblidged  to 
your  Freindship  for  the  candor  which  You  expressed  in  your 
Sentiments,  and  advice  to  me  upon  this  and  all  other  occasions.  — 
I  am  in  a  particular  manner  indebted  to  You  for  your  opinion 
concerning  the  settleing  of  a  boundary  and  I  perfectly  agree  with 
you  in  opinion  that  it  must  create  me  many  Enemies  amongst  the 
Provinces  concerned,  and  that  it  will  be  best  to  bring  in  the 
Governours  for  their  part  therein.  —  I  am  verry  sensible  I  have 
already  incurred  the  Ill  Will  of  many  Persons  in  the  Northeren 
Provinces,  but  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  be  well  persuaded  that 
they  are  in  general  interested  and  prejudiced  persons,  who  would 
be  Enemys  to  any  other  Person  in  my  office  that  discharged  his 
duty  to  the  Crown  in  a  becoming  manner.  —  from  the  first 
settlement  of  some  Colonies  the  P eople  have  in  general  Expressed 
their  hatred  to  everry  Governour  or  other  person  in  authority  who 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Ante  pp.  560-61 . 

3  Guy  Johnson. 
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endeavoured  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  it  is  no 
extraordinary  thing  for  them  to  do  so  against  one  in  office  of  the 
nature  of  mine  which  is  the  management  &  Superintendancy  of  a 
People,  on  whose  property  they  or  their  connections  have  always 
cast  a  wishfull  Eye.  —  It  is  evident  from  the  backwardness 
generally  shewn  at  the  Capital  Seats  of  Government  for  the 
raising  of  Men,  or  effecting  any  other  necessary  purpose,  that 
they  are  little  moved  at  the  distresses  of  the  Frontiers,  and  con¬ 
sequently  regardless  how  much  they  may  irritate  the  Indians 
by  their  unfair  purchases  or  Claims,  as  they  can  sell  them  to 
advantage  at  one  time  or  other,  and  this  being  the  general  aim 
of  those  People,  their  hatred  must  be  expected  against  One  whose 
duty  it  is  to  hear  and  represent  the  Indians  Greiviances,  which 
if  I  neglect  to  do,  I  must  be  deficient  in  the  discharge  of  my 
Trust,  and  this  I  flatter  myself  none  of  my  Enemys  could  ever 
make  appear.  —  The  Indians  need  not  to  expect  even  moderate 
Justice  in  this  Country,  but  I  well  know  the  consequences  unless 
they  meet  with  the  Strictest  equity.  I  am  persuaded  whenever 
that  is  the  case  we  shall  reap  the  Advantage  of  it,  and  if  I 
cannot  be  a  means  of  promoteing  it,  I  shall  think  myself  as  useless 
to  the  public  as  the  former  Albany  Commissioners.  — 

I  could  wish  the  Ministry  when  they  recommended  it  to  me  to 
effect  the  boundary  with  the  Indians,  had  accompanied  their 
Orders  with  full  powers  for  so  doing,  for  at  present  I  am  realy 
at  a  loss  what  length  to  go,  tho  it  is  strongly  recommended  to 
be  done.  —  On  the  Arrival  of  the  Indians  I  purpose  to  Sound 
them  with  regard  to  the  particular  Cessions  they  may  be  induced 
to  make,  after  which,  should  more  particular  Instructions  arrive 
in  time  in  the  Spring,  I  shall  give  notice  to  the  Several  Govrs.  that 
they  may  attend  at  a  certain  time  &  place  either  by  themselves 
or  Commissioners  for  that  purpose,  for  at  present  I  agree  per¬ 
fectly  with  You,  that  nothing  dicissive  can  be  done  in  the 
Affair.  —  Altho  if  such  a  boundary  is  once  Settled,  and  a  due 
regard  paid  to  it  by  us,  I  am  certain  nothing  will  tend  more  to 
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remove  the  Jealousy  of  the  Indians,  &  secure  peace  to  the 
Country.  —  I  am  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant  — 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

INDORSED : 

Private 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

Febry.  14,  1765. 
received  Febr>\  25  th. 

Answered  — 

FROM  ABRAHAM  YATES  JR. 

A.  L.  S. 

[Albany  February  14,  1765] 

[  J 

Being  employed  by  the  [estates  of  John  Beekman] 


]  and  Mr.  Depaiba,  to  collect  their  D[  ] 

]  Enclosed  Accts.  which  I  last  Week  took  with  [  ] 

]  a  Commission  of  Lunacy  concerning  John  [ 

]d.  to  have  done  myself  the  Honour  to  have  [ 

]  Johnson  Hall.  But  the  Morning  when  we  in  [ 

[  ]ed,  &  so  we  made  best  of  our  Way  home. 


You  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  w[hether  you] 
[have]  any  Objection,  and  if  not,  to  order  them  to  be  p[aid] 

]  will  be  charged  by  your 

Verry  Humble  Sfervant] 

Abm.  Ya[tes  Jr] 

FROM  JOHN  GRIFFITHS 

A.  L.  S. 

Wood  Creel f  near  [Fort  Anne]  Feb.  [16,  1765] 
Hon.  Sir/ 

I  was  inform’d  that  Flood1  has  [left]  your  Service.  If  you 


1  Thomas  Flood,  Johnson’s  bouwmaster,  or  overseer. 
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have  not  apo[inted  a]  person  to  Supply  his  place,  I  Can 
rec  [ommend  a]  person  who  is  every  way  fit  for  y  [our]  purpose — 
I  knew  his  worth  at  H  [  ]  sent  for  him  to  Manage  My 

business  which  he  has  done  well.  He  has  been  [  ]  for  a 

Considerable  time.  When  he  Came  [s]  ir,  I  Carried  business 
On  in  York,  which  I  have  Since  quited,  and  design  to  reside 
here,  So  that  I  Can  now  Spare  him. 

I  will  be  free  to  A  [  ]  that  I  Can’t  Charge  him  with  Any 

Fault,  &  that  I  don’t  know  any  per  [son]  So  Capable  to  carry  On 
business  as  [he]  is — He  is  turn’d  of  forty.  He  C[an]  keep  a 
pretty  good  Book.  He  [is  a]  Man  of  Invention,  &  Allways 

[  ] 

[He]  does  not  know  of  My  Writing  [If  he]  Sees  I  Can  do 
Without  him,  he  [  In]  din’d  to  go  home  in  the  Summer 
If  Mr.  Jones  ([the]  person  I  recommend)  will  [be]  Suitable; 
Be  pleased  to  favour  [me]  with  a  Line,  directed  to  Me  [under] 
Cover  To  the  officer  Commanding  at  Fort  Edward  — 

I  am  Hond.  [Sir] 

Your  Most  [  ] 

humble  Serv‘. 

[John  Gri]  ffiths 

ADDRESSED ; 

To  The  Honble. 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar', 
at  Johnson  Hall 
via  Albany 

INDORSED: 

From  Mr.  Griffith 

ACCOUNT  OF  THOMAS  MCKEE 

D. 

[Carlisle  February  16,  1765] 

] 

] 


[ 

[ 


]  from  the  1st  May  to  the  [ 
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]  being  Six  Months  at  the  [ 

[  G]  un  Smith  &  his  Assist.  Pay  from  [ 

[  ]  ty  three  pounds  Six  Shillings  &  8  pence  [ 

[pounjds  Sterling  pr  Annum  at  the  rate  of  4/8  p[r 


[  ]  Interpreter’s  pay  from  the  1 st.  May  to  the  3 1 5t.  October  [  ] 

[  ]  Sterling  being  Six  Months  at  the  rate  of  4/8  p[r.  ] 

[  ]  Agent  from  the  1 st  November  1763  to  ye  30th  Ap  [  ril  1764] 

[  ]  being  Six  Months  at  the  rate  of  4/8  pr  Dollar. 

[Indian  Inter] preters  pay  from  the  1st  November  1763,  to  yp 
30th.  April  [  1 764] 

]  being  Six  Months  at  the  rate  of  4/8  pr  Dollar. 

[  ]  Agent  from  the  1st.  May  to  the  31st.  October  1764 

]  being  Six  Months  at  the  rate  of  4/8  pr  Dollar. 

[  ]  Interpreter’s  pay  from  the  1 st  May  to  ye.  3 1 st.  October  1 664 

[  3ter]ling  being  Six  Months  at  the  rate  of  4/8  p£  Dollar. 

[  ]  Agent  from  the  1st  November  1  764  to  ye.  24th  March  1  765 

[  ]  Sterling  being  four  months  &  24  days  at  the  rate  of  4/8 

pr  Dollar. 

]  pay  as  an  Interpreter  from  ye.  1st.  Novembr.  1764  to  ye. 
24*.  March  1 765 

]  8  pence  Sterling  being  four  Months  &  24  Days 
at  ye  rate  Of  [4/8  pr  Dollar] 

]  Horses  lost  in  the  Indian  Service  on  ye  Expedition  [ 

]  pay  employ’d  to  attend  the  Indian  [meeting 
[  ]  to  the  24th  March  1  765  being  297  Days 

]  for  Baking  as  pr  Receipt 

RECEIPT  OF  THOMAS  MCKEE 

D.  S. 

[Carlisle  February  16,  1765] 

[  1  at  Carlisle  this  16th  of  February  1765] 

[  ]  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*.  [  ] 

[  ]  Croghan  Esqr.  One  Hundred  Poufnds 
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]  in  part  of  my  Pay  as  Assistant  [Agent  of  Indian] 

Affairs  on  Sasquehannah 

[  ] 

INDORSED: 

Cap1.  McKees  Vouchers 
for  £  1 00  —  pay 

FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Carlisle,  FeP.  18th.  1765 . 

Sir  — 

I  wrote  to  you  from  New  York,  and  acquainted  you  with 
the  Instructions  and  Orders  I  had  received  from  General  Gage  to 
proceed  to  the  Illenois,  a  Copy  of  which  I  enclose  you  for  your 
perusal; — the  General  gave  me  a  Credit  on  Philadelphia  for 
£2000  New  York  Currcy.,  in  part  to  purchase  Presents  for  this 
Expidition,  and  ordered  me  to  send  all  my  accounts  to  you  as 
he  chose  to  have  but  one  Settlement  for  your  Department.  — 
When  I  came  to  Philad13.  I  thought  to  have  purchased  nothing 
considerable,  —  but  hearing  that  there  were  very  few  Goods  at 
Fort  Pitt,  except  these  that  have  lain  there  for  some  considerable 
time,  and  were  damaged,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  make  a  Pur¬ 
chase  of  as  many  Goods  as  I  judged  might  answer  the  Service 
I  am  going  upon,  &  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  think  the 
quantity  of  Goods  any  way  extraordinary,  if  sufficient  for  the 
various  Nations  I  have  to  pass  through,  indeed  you  may  think  the 
quantity  of  Wampum,  and  Silver  Ware  pretty  considerable,  and 
my  reason  for  purchasing  so  much,  is  that  I  shall  have  to  furnish 
Wampum  for  all  the  Deputies  of  the  sev1.  Tribes  that  may  Join 
me  in  Council  with  the  Indians  of  the  Illenois,  &  Oubache,  — 
and  the  Indians  in  that  Country  will  take  nothing  but  Silver 
Ware  for  their  Services,  as  Expresses,  or  Parties  to  escort  either 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Men,  or  Presents,  shou  d  such  Services  be  wanted,  this  was  my 
reason  for  purchasing  the  quantity  of  it  I  have  done,  it  being 
impossible  to  do  without  it  —  shou  d  I  succeed  in  the  Service  I 
am  going  upon,  it  will  be  all  wanted,  and  should  any  unforeseen 
accident  happen  to  impede  the  Service,  or  delay  my  Journey, 
every  thing  I  have  purchased  shall  be  put  up  in  the  Kings  Store 
at  Fort  Pit  for  the  future  Service  of  the  Crown.  — but  I  flatter 
myself  that  nothing  will  happen  wcF  can  impede  the  Service  I 
am  going  upon,  though  I  may  have  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with 
the  ShaWanese,  and  Wyandots  who  have  this  winter  killed  two 
soldiers  at  Detroit.  — 

A  few  days  ago  Six  Mohawks,  and  Tuskeroras  passed  thro’ 
here,  on  their  way  home,  they  were  Six  of  the  Party  you  sent  to 
join  Col.  Bouquet  last  Fall,  —  they  saw  some  of  the  Shawanese 
at  Fort  Pitt  since  the  Hostages  made  their  escape  from  that 
Post,  and  say  they  talk  very  reasonably,  yet  they  think  I  shall 
have  some  trouble  to  convince  them  that  we  have  any  good 
Intentions,  as  they  are  a  very  Jealous  People.  —  the  Senecas 
likewise  who  live  in  them  parts,  they  say,  are  yet  ill  disposed, 
and  sulky,  and  so  are  the  Sanduskey  Indians,  owing,  as  they 
say,  to  some  harsh  Messages  sent  them  by  Col.  Bouquet,  from 
Fort  Pit  after  his  return  there  from  Muskingham.  —  I  set  out  to 
morrow  for  Fort  Pit,  having  forwarded  the  Presents,  and  expect 
to  be  there  in  eight  days,  where  I  hope  the  Chiefs  of  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  Shawanese,  and  other  Tribes  with  Pondiac  will  be 
assembled,  as  I  sent  off  an  Express  some  time  ago  for  that  purpose 
to  young  Mr.  McKee.1  —  On  my  Arrival  there  I  will  write  to 
you  on  the  Subject  of  my  intended  Journey,  and  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  form  a  Judgement,  with  some  certainty,  of  the  Success  I 
may  expect  in  the  Service,  I  am  sent  upon,  and  hope  to  receive 
there  your  further  Instructions  for  my  Conduct.  —  I  am  &c 

Y  rs 

Geo.  Croghan 


1  Alexander  McKee,  son  of  Thomas  McKee. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

D.  S. 

[Feb.  18, 

1765 J1 

[Hon 

Jnorable  Sir  William  [Johnson 

] 

[ 

]  Thomas  M  Kee~  for  Send[ 

] 

[ 

Jocks  sent  by  Sr.  William  Johns  [on 

] 

[ 

Novembr.  13th.  1764. 

[ 

]  Shirts  ....  @ 

10/ 

[ 

] 

[ 

] r  Green  Cloath  Stocking 

7/6 

[ 

1 

[ 

]  Culloe  knives 

1/4 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Gun  powder 

3/6 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  ars  Lead 

P 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  ge  Tin  kettle 

8/6 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  lints 

— 

[ 

] 

r 

L 

J  delivering  up  a  Negroe  Man 

5 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  &  3  Quarts  Rum 

10/ 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  T obacco 

1/ 

[ 

] 

£19 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  o  given  to  Six  of  the  party  on  their 

— 

[ 

]  Home  15th.  Feby.  1765  John  Harrises.3  Viz. 

[ 

]  Match  Coats  @ 

15/ 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  JP  Stroud  Stockings 

7/6 

[ 

] 

[ 

J  e  Vermilion 

[ 

] 

l 

]  Gall  Rum 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  °  Cider 

10/ 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Pipes 

1/4 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  T obacco 

1/- 

[ 

] 

[ 

]°  knifes 

/- 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  &  1  Buck  Skin 

1  Date  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  256. 

2  See  Thomas  McKee’s  Account,  ante  pp.  574-75. 

3  Harris’s  Ferry,  present  day  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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[  ]  Tobins  Hendricks 

[  ]  in 

]  to  Two  Men  for  Conducting  [ 

[  ]  Harrises  Ferry  to  F*.  Augusta  [ 

*[  ] 

]  Carlisle  this  16th.  of  February  1  765  of  [  ] 

]  Johnson  by  the  Hand  of  George  Crog[han] 

]  fourteen  Shillings  &  four  pence  being  [ 

]  a  party  of  Indian  Warriors  sent  by  [  ] 

[  ]  to  join  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet  or  [ 

]  against  the  Indians  to  Westward 
]  4  Pennsylvania  Curancy  is  @  6  2/3  advance  [ 

INDORSED : 

Account 

[  ] 

to  him  in  part  of  pay 


]  th  his  Account  as  pr.  Voucher  .  .  38 .  .  1  .  .  1  1 . 


138. .1.. 11 


]  th  1765  Received  from  the  Honourable 
[  ]  William  Johnson  Bar',  the  Amount  of 

]  Above  Account  New  York  Currancy 

Geo.  Croghan 
Deputy  Agent 

ACCOUNT  OF  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[February  18,  1765 ] 

The  Honorable  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*.  His  Majesty’s 
Sole  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  Dr.  to  George  Croghan  Deputy 

1  In  British  Museum,  Add.  MSS  21,654.  Also  printed  in  Papers  of 
Col.  Henry  Bouquet.  Ser.  21654,  pp.  242-3. 


580 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Agent,  For  Sundry  Goods  purchased  for  the  Indians  of  the 
Western  District,  and  for  presents  to  the  Several  Nations,  Be¬ 
tween  Fort  Pitt,  and  the  Ilinois,  by  Orders  of  His  Excellency 
The  Honorable  Thomas  Gage,  Commander  m  Chief  of  all  His 
Majesty’s  Forces  in  North  America. 


To  Thomas  Smallman  &  Company 

Account  as  ^  Voucher 

2650 

«<  < « 

To  Robert  Fields  &  Company 

as  ‘p  Voucher 

1121 

8  .  3 

To  Andrew  Wilkins,  Carriage 

as  'jP  Voucher 

64 

t«  (t 

To  Ephraim  Blain  for  the  Carriage  of/ 

208 

<<  << 

65  Horses  to  Fort  Pitt  \ 

£4043 

8  .  3 

1 

By  Cash  received  from  Mr.  John 

Nelson,  in  Philadelphia,  by  Order 

2000. 

« *  <  < 

of  His  Excellency  General  Gage 

Ballance  in  New  York  Currency. 

2043. 

8  .  3 

£4043. 

8  .  3 

Received  February  181'1.  1765,  From  the  Honorable  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson  Bar1,  the  Sum  of  Two  Thousand  and  Forty  Three 
Pounds,  Eight  Shillings  and  Three  Pence  New  York  Currency 
in  full  for  the  above  Account. 

(Sign’d)  Geo:  CrogHAN: 
Deputy  Agent.  — 


FROM  JAMES  PHYN 

A.  L.  S. 

Schenectady  18  Feb[ruary  1765] 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  your  much  r[ 


] 
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[  le ]  tter  &  shall  forward  those  for  York.  [ 

]  come  in  when  he  arrives  Your  Letters  will  [ 

[fir]  st  Opty. — I  am  realy  sor[ry 

]  like  to  be  disapointed  in  the  lace  but  if  [ 

[  ]  11  any  I  shall  get  it  as  I  am  just  n  [ 

[  ]  with  Mr.  Duncan  to  enquire  for  it  &  so  [me] 

[othe]  r  articles  in  Your  order;  the  major  part  [are] 

[re]  ady  &  will  be  sent  up  however  soon  we  g[ 

[by  s]  lays. 

The  other  day  we  received  a  Commission  [ 

]  O.  of  Gensang  if  any  of  your  Tenants  [  ] 

]  Article  they  or  whom  ever  You  re  [ 

]  have  the  preference.  We  have  wrote  to  [ 

]  er  &  Fonday.  the  price  limited  u  [ 

]  'p  lb.,  but  we  will  be  glad  to  make  the  — - 
[price  f ] air  We  can  As  its  for  our  particular  f[riend 
[Johns]  on. 

Mr.  Vrooman1  comes  up  to  have  the  la[nd] 

]  Survied  &  to  make  a  finall  Settlement  [ 

]  Blood  is  taken  care  of.  Mr  Duncan  [ 

]  have  gone  Up  with  him  but  is  prevented  [ 

]  some  business  at  Albany  in  poore  Mac[ombeY’] 
[affair] s.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  all  possible] 

[respe]ct  Sir  Your  Most  Obed*.  &  much  Oblige  [d] 

Hum1  Serv* 

Jame[s  Phyn] 

P.  S.  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  t  [ he] 

[lette]rs  for  Niagara.  If  any  op'y  pray  for  [ward] 

]  so  obliging  as  let  me  know  about  wh[en] 

[the  ex] press  is  to  be  dispatched  as  we  probfably] 
ma]y  have  some  more  Letters  adue 

JP 

]  Isaac  Vrooman. 

2  John  Macomb. 
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INDORSED:1 

[Feb]y.  18L  1765 


[M]r.  Phyns  Letter 

FROM  HENDRICK  FREY 

A.  L.  S . 

Canajo[harry  February  19,  1765] 

[  ] 

I  Understand  the  B  [ 

[  ]e  Indians  who  are  now  at  [  ] 

]  hear  from  you  where  you  [ 

]  appoint  the  Meeting  with  them  [ 

[  p]  lease  to  Inform  me  wheather  or  [ 

]  intend  to  Give  them  any  Rum  [ 

[  sjupply  myself  with  the  Quantity  [ 

[  pro]babley  be  Wanted,  for  them,  the  [  ] 

[  ]  the  Road  this  Winter,  has  Prevented  ] 

[  ]  ringing  any  Common  Rum  [ 

]  ou  &  I  would  also  be  Glad  to  K  [now 
]  n  will  Suit  you  at  ye.  price  I  Men  [ 

]  nd  Wheather  any  thing  may  be  D  [ 

]  have  had  no  Notice  off,  as  None  s[ 
w]illinger  to  serve  you  With  thank  [s] 

Honbl.  Sir 

Your  Most  [  ] 

Hendrick  F[rey]  2 

[  ]  of  Rum  at  ye 

|  would  be  Necessary 
]  pinion  of  Being  Stop’d 
Frey 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  Hendrick  Frey  Jr,  merchant  and  officer  in  the  Albany  county  militia. 
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ADDRESSED : 


To  The  Honble. 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*. 

Johnson  Hall 

FROM  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON 

A.  L.  S. 

[New  York,  February  19,  1765 ] 

[  ] 

[  ] 

sevjerall  favors  of  the  22d  [Ult  ] 

[great]  ly  Oblidged  to  you  for  des[ 

m]y  House,  I  was  verry  much  plea[sed  • — 

]  deprived  of  their  Good  Company,  I  [ 

[  ]  always  be  esteemd  a  great  pleasure  by  [ 

]  any  Service  to  You  &  your  good  Family 
I  shall  always  endeavor  to  furnish  you  with  [ 

]  my  way  &  will  agree  with  the  Climate,  partic  [ularly] 

]  I  shall  be  on  the  look  out  for -  [ 

I  have  made  Enquiry  about  the  Indian  Corn  [ 

]  to  be  pr.  Bushell,  if  they  shoud  arrive  with  Very  [ 

]t  the  price  will  be  3/6,  Virginia  Corn  is  always  [ 

]  thward  Corn,  the  measurer  tells  me  he  is  Of  opp[ 

[  ]  iciency  for  your  purport  by  the  Sailing  of  the  first  [ 

I  am  extreamly  Oblidged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  h[ave] 

]  me  with  ye.  list  Inclosed  the  30th  Ult,  &  also  for  your[  ] 
]  procuring  an  Interpretter,  I  shou’d  be  sorry  to  be  [ 

]  Sir  Wm.  approvd  of  any  intensions,  wch  I  shoud  [ 

[  ]  as  I  woud  by  no  means  be  any  ways  Official 

[  ]  n  Joins  me  with  her  sincere  Regard  to  you 

Sir 

Yr.  Verry  Humle.  Serv'. 

William  Darlington 


584 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


TO  MARCUS  PREYOST 

D.f. 

John[son  Hall,  February  20,  1765] 

[  ] 

]  have  had  the  favour  of  yo[ur  ] 

]  Month,  and  must  also  ad  [  ] 

]  Col  Prevosts  Letter  of  last  Summer  [  ] 

[  jay  to  Niagara  where  I  was  some  [  ] 

no]  t  then  in  my  power  to  Answer  it,  and  [  ] 

]  he  was  going  to  Europe  &  not  knowing  [ 

]  obliged  to  deferr  answering  him  till  I  had  [ 

[  ]  - 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  it  in  m  [y  ] 

]  Your  Brother  or  yourself,  and  I  wish  I  [ 

]  able  to  give  you  a  more  Satisfactory  acco[unt 
]  you  desire,  [concerning  which  I  can  only  say] 1  [ 

]  of  the  Tracts  in  that  part  of  the  Country  you  have  [ 
purchases  before  my  Coming  to  the  Superintenden  [cy] 

[of  Indian]  affairs,  &  as  no  mention  is  made  relative  to  [ 

[in  the]  Records  of  Indn.  Affairs  in  my  Custody  It  is  im  [possible] 
]  at  this  time  to  give  you  any  information  on  the  [  ] 

[If  I]  knew  the  Exact  situation  of  the  Land  I  might  for[m  ] 

]  Judgment,  as  I  might  then  know  in  what  Nation  [ 

]  but  [at  pre]  without  that  I  can  only  say  that  [ 

[  ne]ar  the  River  [it]  there  is  great  probability  it  ha[s  been] 
[pur] chased,  however,  the  Surveyor  Gen1,  can  best  [ 

]  as  he  has  the  Surveys  of  all  the  Located  La[nds] 
Province 

[/  should] 

I  am 

Sir  &c 

[  ]  Marcus  Prevost. 
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TO  HENRY  BOUQUET 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall,  Febrv.  20th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

I  have  lately  receiv’d  your  obliging  favor  of  the  25th.  of 
JanC  from  New  York,2  and  am  glad  to  find  my  letters  to  you 
did  not  miscarry.  —  The  Indians  who  delivered  you  my  last, 
were,  I  find,  retarded  greatly  by  the  arguments  made  use  of  by 
those,  thro’  whom  they  passed,  concerning  Col.  Bradstreets  P eace, 
in  so  much  that  I  wonder  they  prosecuted  their  Journey.  —  I 
hope  their  going  to  Fort  Pit,  may  prove  of  some  service  with 
the  Shawanese,  the  Elopement  of  whose  Deputies  may  very 
probably  be  ascribed  to  the  Cause  you  mention:  for  Indians 
guilty  of  much  Cruelty  can  never  free  themselves  from  the 
Apprehensions  of  punishment,  and  the  Shawanese,^as  well  as 
many  other  Indian  Nations  have  been  taught  by  the  French  to 
expect  nothing  fair  at  our  hands,  to  which  in  a  great  measure 
the  Defection  of  the  Indians  may  be  attributed.  —  Yesterday 
Mr.  H artel3 4  with  the  Caghnawageys  arrived  here  after  a  very 
fatiguing  March  through  the  deep  Snow  —  he  brings  me  the 
news  of  the  Arrival  of  two  Ohio  Delawares  with  Owens1  the 
Interpreter  at  the  German  Flats,  and  I  expect  them  here  to 
morrow.  —  they  will  shortly  be  followed  by  all  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Six  Nations,  with  the  Delawares  of  Susquahanna  who  have 
lately  lived  at  Chenussio,  and  are  now  bringing  down  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Prisoners  in  their  hands.  — 

I  apprehend  Mr.  Croghan’s  Journey  will  be  greatly  retarded 
by  the  deep  Snow.  —  if  he  gets  to  Fort  Pit,  I  am  hopeful  he 
may  be  able  to  remove  any  Suspicions  which  may  be  harboured 
by  the  Shawanese,  as  well  as  have  it  in  his  power  to  engage 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:640-42. 

3  John  Jacob  Hertel,  a  Canadian  officer  of  Indians. 

4  David  Owens,  an  interpreter  who  deserted  and  lived  among  the 
Shawnees, 
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them,  and  others  to  Support  his  designs,  and  I  wish  they  may 
be  easily  persuaded  that  the  late  murder  of  one  of  their  People 
was  not  a  National,  or  1  Act,  in  which  light  Indians  in 

general  are  too  apt  to  consider  such  things.  —  You  have  certainly 
done  every  thing  that  the  Season  would  permit  you  —  what 
Prisoners  yet  remain  in  the  Shawanese’s  hands,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
sumed  they  will  soon  deliver  up,  if  they  are  at  all  well 
disposed,  and  I  hope  the  good  behavior  of  the  Delawares  will 
influence  their  Conduct,  so  that  tranquility  may  be  restored  to  a 
permanent  footing,  which  once  effected  we  need  be  under  little 
apprehensions  of  a  sudden  Rupture;  but  whilst  the  Indians  are 
alarmed  with  Jealousies  of  our  encroachments,  and  receive  a 
treatment  so  different  from  what  they  were  accustomed  to  from 
the  French,  it  is  not  surprizing  that  such  a  People  should  be  full 
of  Enmity.  —  I  shall  think  mj'self  very  happy  if  the  proper 
Regulation  of  my  Department  may  contribute  to  remove  the 
Causes  of  the  Indians  dislike.  —  the  good  Conduct  of  com¬ 
manding  Officers  at  considerable  Posts  will  greatly  promote  this 
end,  and  whilst  your  duty  calls  you  that  way,  I  shall  have 
little  fears  of  the  Indian  s  discontent  from  the  proofs  I  have 
had  of  the  very  prudent  conduct  you  have  shewn  with  these 
People,  and  from  the  allowance  your  good  Sense  is  capable  of 
making  for  some  little  inconsistencies,  which  may  naturally  be 
expected  in  the  conduct  of  an  uncivilized  People.  — 

I  am  glad  his  Majesty  has  given  you  leave  of  Absence,  as  a 
Voyage  to  England  may  prove  to  your  Emolument  and  interest, 
which  I  heartily  wish,  and  if  I  have  any  thing  necessary  to 
write  home  before  your  departure,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  it  to  your  Care.  —  I  shall  be  always  glad  to  hear 
of  your  happiness  and  Welfare,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I 

am  w,h.  the  most  perfect  Esteem. 

c  • 

oir 

Y  ours  &c  — 

_ _  WM.  Johnson  — 

1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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Sir  — 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Detroit,  F ebr A  20lh.  1765. 


I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we  had  two  men  of  this 
Garrison  killed  &  scalped  about  the  20sh.  of  November  last  by 
a  Party  of  Indians,  which  I  must  own  was  very  unexpected, 
the  moment  I  heard  of  it,  I  immediately  sent  for  a  party  of 
Hurons  of  this  place,  and  proposed  to  them  to  revenge  the 
Insult  instantly  on  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  as  I  then 
judged  them  to  be  the  Offenders,  which  they  very  readily  agreed 
to,  and  after  fitting  them  out  for  War,  they  set  out  fully  deter¬ 
mined  to  Strike  before  they  returned,  and  say’d  that  they  wou’d 
be  allways  ready  and  willing  to  obey  any  Orders  they  may 
receive  from  their  father  here,  agreeable  to  what  they  had 
promised,  and  which  they  said  they  never  wou  d  forget.  —  Some 
days  after,  I  received  certain  intelligence  that  it  was  a  Party 
of  Potowatamies  of  S'.  Joseph’s  that  committed  this  hostility 
in  revenge  for  one  man  of  theirs  that  was  killed  by  the  English 
at  this  Post  the  year  before,  and  that  now  they  were  satisfied.  — 
I  then  sent  for  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Potowatamies  of  this 
place  to  question  them  concerning  this  affair,  but  cou’d  not 
prevail  on  them  to  revenge  the  injury  done  their  father,  upon 
the  Offenders,  they  said  they  were  extremely  sorry  for  the 
mischief  done  by  foolish  People,  and  had  they  known  of  any 
ill  disposed  Partys  coming  here  to  strike  against  their  father,  that 
they  certainly  wou’d  prevent  them.  —  they  then  proposed  that 
they  woud  go  themselves  to  S'.  Joseph  s,  and  upraid  them  there 
for  their  foolish  behavior,  and  at  the  same  time  use  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  bring  them  to  reason,  that  they 
would  even  endeavour  to  bring  some  of  their  Chiefs  to  this  place 
to  make  a  proper  Submission  for  the  Injury  committed  by  the 
Party  from  thence,  if  I  promised  not  to  hurt  them.  —  I  told  them 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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that  the  nature  of  their  Offence  was  such  as  could  not  be  passed 
over  with  impunity,  nor  any  Clemency  be  Shewn  to  People 
who  acted  so  barbarously.  —  nothwithstanding,  as  nothing  cou’d 
give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  be  any  ways  instrumental  in 
bringing  foolish  People  to  their  Senses,  —  that,  therefore,  if  the 
Chiefs  would  come  here  in  a  Submissive  manner,  and  bring 
along  with  them  [these  People]  these  foolish  People  who  com¬ 
mitted  the  last  Injury  at  this  place,  and  that  they  be  truely  sen¬ 
sible  of  the  great  fault  they  had  committed,  and  at  the  same 
time  delivered  here  all  the  English  Prisoners  they  now  have  in 
their  possession,  in  that  case  I  wou’d  freely  admit  them  into  the 
fort,  and  treat  them  civilly,  and  that  I  wou’d  recommend  them  to 
the  General  and  to  you,  and  beg  forgiveness  for  them  —  they 
replyed,  that  they  were  much  obliged  to  me  for  my  good 
Council  to  them,  and  wou’d  Set  out  immediately,  and  pray’d 
God  to  favour  their  undertaking.  —  they  then  demanded 
Blankets  and  Leggins  to  keep  them  warm  on  their  Journey.  I 
told  them  that  they  were  going  on  an  affair  of  their  own,  that 
therefore  they  cou’d  expect  no  Presents  from  me  on  this  Occa¬ 
sion.  —  I  gave  them  some  bred  and  a  little  Rum,  &  they  went 
away  very  well  contented.  —  The  party  of  Hurons  that  I  sent 
out  against  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares  from  hence  [arrived] 
returned  the  20th.  of  Jany.  brought  me  dispatches  from  Col. 
Bouquet  acquainting  me  that  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares 
have  at  last  Submitted,  upon  the  terms  prescribed  to  them,  which 
News  they  heard  on  their  way  out,  but  they  went  on  to  Pitsburgh 
to  know  the  Certainty  of  it,  then  set  out  with  the  messages,  and 
dispatches  they  were  charged  with,  the  purport  of  wcC  I  have 
reported  to  as  many  tribes  of  Indians  as  I  had  an  Opportunity 
to  speak  with  Since,  and  at  the  same  time  acquainted  them, 
that  they  were  no  longer  to  Strike  the  Shawanese,  or  Delawares 
on  our  account,  —  and  to  look  upon  them  as  our  friends,  and 
Allies  henceforth,  so  long  as  they  remain’d  faithful,  and  dutiful 
Children  to  the  great  King  of  England.  —  The  Chiefs  of  the 
Potowatamies  that  went  from  hence  some  time  ago  returned  the 
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27th.  of  January  from  Sl.  Joseph’s,  and  brought  along  with  them 
some  of  the  principal  Indians  of  that  Tribe  to  make  a  proper 
Submission  for  the  insult  committed  at  this  Post  by  the  party 
from  thence  the  beginning  of  this  winter.  I  admitted  them  imme¬ 
diately  into  the  Fort,  and  had  a  Meeting  with  them,  herewith  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  a  Copy  of  the  Conference  I  held 
upon  this  Occasion,  with  their  Submission  as  prescribed  to  them, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation;  I  have  sent 
another  Copy  to  the  General  —  the  Indians  in  general  seem  to 
be  very  well  inclined  at  present,  and  I  hope  they  will  disturb  us 
no  more;  I  shall  use  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  preserve 
peace,  and  tranquility  amongst  them  so  long  as  I  remain  at  this 
Post.  —  An  Express  from  Michilhmacinac  arrived  here  the  7th. 
instant  which  brought  me  letters  from  Cap*.  Howard,1  dated  the 
1 6th.  of  January,  by  which  I  am  glad  to  find  that  peace  & 
quietness  reigns  there,  and  at  present  no  appearance  of  the  least 
defection  amongst  them.  —  he  writes  me  that  he  is  entirely  desti¬ 
tute  of  Indian  goods,  that  therefore  he  cannot  have  it  in  his 
power  to  make  any  presents  to  the  Indians  by  the  time  they  are 
expected  to  come  to  this  post  next  Spring.  —  at  present  we  have 
got  nothing  at  this  post,  and  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  Traders 
may  be  able  to  reach  this  Place  in  due  time  to  prevent  the 
Indians  from  having  the  least  reason  of  Complaint  —  I  wou  d 
be  glad  you  wou’d  be  pleased  to  send  me  some  Regulations  for 
the  trade  at  this  place,  and  its  Dependancies,  which  I  shall  take 
care  to  be  strictly  observed.  —  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  here  next  Summer  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to 
the  good  work  of  peace;  I  am  very  well  convinced  your  presence 
will  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Indians,  —  by  what  I  can  learn 
there  is  to  be  a  vast  Concurse  of  them  at  this  place  next  Sum¬ 
mer  —  I  am  wlh.  the  greatest  esteem,  and  respect  — 

Sir 

Y ours  &c 

_  John  Campbell.2 

1  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell,  commandant  at  Detroit. 
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A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Febr.  21 st.  / 765. 


Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  Yours  &  I  recollect  that  16  Arms,  & 
Some  Strouds  had  been  taken  from  one  Bostwick,  or  a  French 
man  who  has  transferred  the  Debt  to  him  amt§.  to  £70.  —  for 
which  I  have  paid  Bostwick  As  for  the  particular  Acc*.  of  Mr. 
Adhemar  I  realy  know  nothing  about  it,  but  Shall  enquire  of 
Mr.  Butler  the  first  Opertunity,  who  will  probably  remembr  the 
Affair.  Whatever  [ever]  Accu.  it  is,  It  has  never  yet  been 
presented  to  me,  Therefore  I  cannot  with  propriety  take  upon 
me  to  pay  it,  all  these  Accts.  being  Settled,  but  I  shall  send 
You  all  ye.  Information  I  can  relative  thereto,  that  the  Man 
may  be  paid  agreable  to  Yr.  Intentions. 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 

CoLL.  John  BradSTREET  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

A  Letter  of  Sir  William 
Johnsons,  to  Col°.  Bradstreet, 
with  a  Demand  of  Monsr. 
ADhemar,  and  a  Certificate 
of  Mr.  Butler  relative  to 
Some  Arms  when  in  1764 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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SAMUEL  KIRKLAND  TO  THE  COMMANDER  AT  OSWEGO 

A.  L.  S. 

[Kaunau]  ndasageah1 

[21  Fe\hv  1765 

]  Commanding  Officer 
Sir 

I  am  desired  by  the  Chief  M[an]  to  acquaint  you,  that  All 
the  English  [prisoners  that]  are  now  among  the  Senecas  are  to 
be  [  ]  immidiately.  He  also  desires  the  Delawares  who  are 

at  Os[wego]  may  be  delivered  to  the  Barers  for  con  [duct  to] 
this  Place,  in  order  to  meet  Mr  Hendr[ick  Wemp]  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  from  Niagara,  with  [  ]  Prisoners.  —  If  I  rightly  under¬ 
stand  [  ]  Chief  Man  Kiaenggwacauchdoone,  He  says 

[  ]  prisoners  are  all  to  return  with  IVlr.  Wemp 

af ores  [aid]  to  this  Place,  but  wont  go  any  farther  unless 

]  delivered  up,  who  are  at  Oswago. 

Your  Wisdom  &  Prudence  will  teach  what  is  best  to  do.  This 
Principle  Man  bef[ore]  mentioned  is  a  true  &  faithful  Friend 
to  ye  Engl  [ish]  as  His  Honr.  Sr.  WilH  inform’d  me. 

I  hope  you  secure  me  from  all  harm — Politics  are  out  of  my 
Sphere 

Your 

Most  obed1  hum1  [  ] 

Samel.  K[irkland] 

Neaugwauach,  [  ] 

ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Command  Officer 
at 

Oswego 


1  Kanadesaga,  a  Tuscarora  village,  near  Geneva,  New  York.  See 
Beauchamp,  Aboriginal  Place  Names,  p.  158. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  FebrV.  22C  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

A  few  days  ago  I  wrote  You  Several  Letters  which  I  hope 
Y ou  have  by  this  time  received.  — 

The  two  Delaware  Deputys  with  the  Interpreter,  &  the 
Coghnawageys  with  Captn.  Hertel,-  as  mentioned  in  my  last, 
arrived  here  Two  Days  ago,  they  were  accompanied  by  a 
Number  of  Delawares  from  Chenussio  but  the  Squash  Cutter 
and  Long  Coat  their  King  (as  he  is  called)  are  not  to  come  I 
understand  until  the  arrival  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  will  not 
be  for  near  a  fortnight,  and  as  Killbuck,  and  the  Other  Delaware 
Cheif  from  Ohio  are  in  a  great  hurry  from  their  having  been 
so  long  upon  the  road,  I  think  it  best  to  treat  with  them  without 
delay  in  ye.  Presence  of  the  other  Delawares,  Coghnawageys, 
Mohawks  &ca  now  here.  — 

I  herewith  enclose  You  the  Acctl.  of  Officers  &  Rangers  pay 
employed  in  my  Department  during  last  Winter,  &  the  succeeding 
Campaign,  for  the  amount  of  which  I  must  beg  the  favour  of 
your  Warrant.  Many  of  the  Men  have  been  so  Urgent  for 
pay  that  I  have  been  already  Oblidged  to  Advance  them 
Several  Hundred  Pounds  to  Content  them.  - — - 

On  Inspecting  the  Accts.  You  will  perceive  that  I  have  had  a 
strict  Eye  to  Oeconomy,  by  allowing  them  Pay  only  to  the 
respective  times  of  their  Arrival  here,  Altho  those  who  came  in 
first  expected  to  be  paid  to  the  time  of  the  Arrival  of  those 
who  were  oblidged  to  pass  thro  ye.  Indian  Country,  and  were 
detained  by  the  Deep  Snow  till  lately.  — 

When  I  thoroughly  considered  ye.  affair  of  the  Delawares,  I 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:649-50. 

2  John  Jacob  Hertel,  officer  of  the  Indians. 
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thought  it  best  (everry  way)  to  defer  treating  with  them  until 
the  Arrival  of  the  Squash  cutter,  &  Long  Coat,  who  I  hear  are 
now  at  Onondaga  with  the  Six  Nations.  1  desired  Killbuck, 
&ca  (who  were  of  the  Same  opinion)  to  Send  two  Runners 
imediately  to  hasten  them,  which  he  readily  agreed  to,  So  that  I 
expect  them  here  in  about  1 0  Days,  when  I  hope  everry  thing 
will  be  settled  to  Satisfaction. 

I  am  with  ye.  utmost  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  Most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  —  WM.  Johnson 

P.S.  I  am  in  great  want 
of  the  Ammunition  I  wrote 
about,  some  time  ago  — 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  — 

Febry.  22d.  1765. 
received  March  4’L 
Inclosing  an  Acc1  of  Rangers 
and  Indian  Officers.  — 

Answered  — 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  6-23,  1765] 

Feby.  6th.  On  this  day  two  Indians  (Oneidas)  arrived  at 
Johnson  Hall,  sent  by  their  Nation,  to  Sir  William,  —  when 
met,  Wadori,  al  Tennawhonega  spoke  to  him  as  follows  — 
viz1. 

Brother  — 

We  are  sent  here  by  the  head  Warriors  of  our  Nation  to  let 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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you  know  their  great  Concern  at  hearing  reports  to  their  disadvan¬ 
tage  to  have  been  spread  by  Col.  Bradstreet,  viz',  that  it  was 
the  fault  of  the  Indians  that  he  did  not  fight  the  Enemy  last 
Summer,  this  gives  us  much  Concern,  and  our  Young  IVien  are 
mad  at  it,  as  they  know  it  was  not  their,  or  our  fault,  and 
surely.  Brother,  —  You  know  that  when  we  came  here  last 
winter,  and  spring,  we  then  declared  our  fixed  Resolutions  to 
you,  and  then  told  you  that  we  were  at  your  pleasure,  and 
disposal.  We  assure  you,  Brother,  that  we  expected  nothing 
else  than  to  strike  any  Nation  that  we  shou  d  meet  txnemies 
to  the  Covenant  Chain ,  and  the  English;  but  to  our  great  Sur¬ 
prize,  matters  were  Otherwise  carried  on  contrary  to  our  way  of 
thinking,  in  which  we  had  no  hand,  neither  were  the  Six  Nations 
ever  Consulted.  —  As  we  are  now  come  home  wth.  out  doing 
anything,  and  ashamed  of  the  Campaign,  our  Warriors  had  a 
Consultation  a  few  days  ago  whereat  it  was  agreed  to  acquaint 
you  of  their  determined  resolution  to  go  to  War  against  any 
Nation  you  may  name  to  them,  who  may  still  remain  enemies.  — 
On  that  account  we  are  sent  here  and  shall  be  glad  to  carry 
them  your  Answer  — 

To  which  Sir  William  Answered  — 

Breth".  — 

I  am  Sorry  at  the  Uneasiness  Occasioned  to  your  Nation  by 
the  unfavorable  Reports  communicated  to  you  by  some  People 
of  Col.  Bradstreet.  —  You  must  not  regard  all  you  hear;  neither 
have  you  reason  to  be  so  much  concerned  at  what  Col.  Bradstreet 
may  have  said  concerning  you,  as  I  am  satisfied  it  was  not  your 
fault  that  the  Enemy  escaped  punishment.  —  let  then  your  future 
Conduct  prove  your  Attachment,  and  good  Intentions  towards 
your  Brethren  the  English:  but  I  cannot  think  of  encouraging, 
or  allowing  your  People,  or  any  of  the  Six  Nations  &c  acting 
hostily  until  the  general  Meeting  takes  place,  and  I  know  the 
disposition  of  the  several  Nations  now  come  to  treat  with  me.  — 
shou’d  any  of  them  continue  obstinate,  I  will  then  employ  you 
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and  the  rest  to  better  purpose  than  you,  or  they  have  been  last 
Summer.  — 

Eod.  die  three  Onondagas  sent  Express  by  their  Nation  arrived 
here  when  the  Bunt's  Son  Named  1  addressed  Sir  Wil¬ 

liam  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Brothr.  Gorah  Warraghijagey — 

We  are  sent  by  our  Sachims,  and  Chiefs  to  acquaint  you  that 
they  received  your  message  sent  them  lately  by  the  Seneca  for 
which  they  thank  you,  and  at  the  same  time  are  much  concerned 
to  hear  of  your  Family’s  being  ill  of  the  small  Pox  — 

Returned  Sir  Wm’s.  string  of  Wampum  sent  the  20th.  Ult°. 

Brother  — 

With  this  Belt  we  are  desired  to  let  you  know  that  as  it  may 
very  probably  be  long  before  your  family  gets  rid  of  the  small 
Pox  which  must  preventing  our  meeting  you,  we  are  of  Opinion 
it  would  be  best  for  you  to  take  a  Spark  of  the  fire  which 
burns  at  your  house,  to  the  Flats,  and  there  light  the  Council 
fire  for  the  Six  Nations  at  the  Mills  above  Frank's,2  as  our 
Young  men  can  there  get  fire  Wood  and  Bark  &c  to  build  us 
houses.  —  this  we  hope  you  will  agree  to,  and  acquaint  us  by 
the  Return  of  the  Messengers,  and  then  we  will  be  ready  to  set 
off  on  your  sending  one  of  your  People  to  call  us.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Brother  — 

This  Belt  is  from  the  Warriors  who  desire  to  be  remembered 
to  you,  and  assure  you  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
they  reached  home,  owing  to  the  many  hardships,  hunger,  & 
fatigue  suffered  by  them  in  their  return  from  Sanduskey,  and 
to  acquaint  you  of  their  wretched  State  at  present,  destitute  of 
Cloths,  and  every  other  necessary,  which  they  by  this  Belt  beg, 
and  expect  you  will  consider,  and  supply  them  with  when  you 
meet  them,  which  will  be,  when  the  general  Meeting  takes  place 


1  Blank  in  manuscript. 

2  Conrad  Frank. 
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at  the  Flats.  —  they  also  request  you  will  bring  some  Arms, 
and  Ammunition  for  those  who  lost  theirs  by  the  Wreck  near 
Sanduskey 

A  black  Belt  — 

Then  the  other  Indian  with  three  Strings  of  Wampum  told 
Sir  Wm.  that  his  great  friend  Dehaiquande  the  Chief  Warrior 
of  Onondaga  desired  his  Service  to  him,  and  begg’d  he  wou’d 
send  him  a  Kegg  of  Rum  to  make  a  Feast  with,  having  dreamed 
that  his  Mother  now  very  sick  wou’d  recover  if  he  made  an 
entertainment  for  that  purpose.  - — 

3  Strings.  — 

7th.  —  Sir  William  dispatched  the  Onondaga  Messengers  with 
the  following  answer  —  viz*. 

Breth".  of  Onondaga,  Sachims,  &  Warriors  — 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  concern  expressed  at  my  Family’s 
Indisposition,  it  gives  me  much  uneasiness  that  on  that  account 
we  cannot  meet  here  at  the  proper  Council  fire  of  your  Con¬ 
federacy;  but  as  business  must  not  be  neglected  which  is  for  our 
mutual  Interest,  I  agree  to  meet  you  at  Conjohare,  where  I 
shall  provide  every  thing  necessary  on  the  Occasion  in  the  best 
manner  I  can,  &  when  I  think  you  are  ready,  will  send  one 
of  my  Interpreters  to  call  you.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethern,  Chiefts.  &  Warrs.  — 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  safe  Return 
to  your  Country  after  the  many  hardships  you  have  undergone, 
and  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  at  the  intended  Meeting,  when  I 
shall  cloth,  and  Reward  you  who  accompanied  the  Army  to 
your  satisfaction.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Sir  William  also  gave  a  Keg  of  Rum  to  fullfill  his  friends 
Dream,  &  wished  his  mother  to  recover,  &  clothed  them  fully 
&c  — 


Returned  three  Strings. 
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Eod.  Die  A.M.  —  three  Messengers  sent  by  Asserego  from 
Canadissegy  arrived  here  brought  a  few  Lines  from  Owens1  the 
Interpr.  and  some  Indians,  requesting  to  have  Sleds  sent  to 
carry  them  from  the  German  Flats,  also  some  Provisions,  — 
they  were  sent  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  of  the  approach  of  20 
Cognawageys,  two  Delaware  Deputies  from  Ohio,  and  20 
Delawares  from  Chenussio  with  the  Squash-Cutter,  and  Long 
Coat  their  Chief,  also  all  the  English  Prisoners  amongst  them 
of  Chenussio  who  were  coming  to  the  General  Meeting  in  order 
to  settle  all  matters  in  an  amicable  way.  —  Sir  Wm.  Clothed 
the  Messengers  who  were  almost  naked,  and  gave  Orders  for 
the  kind  Reception  at  the  Flats,  of  all  those  coming  — 

When  Sir  Wm.  had  finished  with  the  3  Onondaga  Messengers 
on  the  business  they  were  sent  upon,  he  then  desired  them  to 
tell  their  Nation  that  he  was  much  surprized  to  hear~from  sev1. 
Indians  lately  come  down  from  their  nation,  that  his  Message 
by  Bunt2 3  &  the  Speaker  of  the  23d.  of  Novemr.  last  concerning 
a  Boundary  Line  had  been  quite  altered  by  them,  —  then  re¬ 
peated  it  to  them,  and  desired  they  wd.  deliver  it  exactly  so 
to  their  Sachims  before  their  Meeting  with  the  other  Nations, 
and  that  they  wou’d  lay  it  properly  before  the  Council  of 
the  whole  when  assembled,  —  which  they  promised  faithfully 
to  do.  — 

Febr.  19th.  —  Sir  Wm.  dispatched  John  Montour,  and  a  Conja- 
hore  Indian  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  and  a  Bunch  of  Strings 
to  call  down  the  Six  Nations  to  a  Meeting  proposed  to  be  held 
at  Conjohare  the  3d.  of  March.  —  he  allowed  them  12  days  to 
come  down.  — 

On  same  day  Cap'.  ArteT  with  some  Coghnawageys  arrived 
from  Fort  Pit,  (which  place  they  left  the  3d.  of  Decemr.)  and 

1  David  Owens,  a  deserter  who  had  lived  among  the  Shawnees.  For 
an  account  of  David  Owens,  see  Hanna,  The  Wilderness  Trail,  2:386. 

2  An  Onondaga  chief  sachem. 

3  John  Jacob  Hertel,  a  Canadian  officer  of  Indians. 
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told  Sir  Wm.  that  Cap*.  Peter  al  Asserego,  chief  of  the  Cogna- 
Wageys  Party  were  at  the  German  Flats  waiting  for  Sleds,  and 
Provisions  for  them.  — 

21st.  —  A:M.  Asserego  with  his  Party  arrived,  also  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Depties.  from  Ohio  with  David  Owens  Interpreter,  who 
were  accompanied  by  near  thirty  Delawares  from  Chenussio. 
Provisions,  Pipes,  &c  being  Served,  Sir  W™.  bid  them  welcome, 
and  told  them  he  wou’d,  as  soon  as  they  were  refreshed,  meet 
them,  to  which  they  returned  a  Complem*.  &  thanked  them 
for  considering  their  fatigue.  — 

22d.  A:M.  Killbucl f  with  Owens  the  Delaware  Interpr.  came 
to  pay  Sir  Wm.  the  usual  Complim15.  after  which  desired  to 
know  in  what  time  they,  the  Delawares  cou’d  be  dismissed, 
being  impatient  to  return  to  their  Nation.  - —  In  answer  to  which 
Sir  Wm.  told  them  that  no  time  shou’d  be  unnecessarily  lost,  as 
he  intended  to  fall  upon  business  as  soon  as  the  Delawares  were 
all  assembled  together  wth.  Squash  Cutter,  &  Long  Coat  &c  — 

23d. —  Was  spent  in  Clothing  the  Cognawageys  &  making  up 
for  their  sev1.  Losses  complained  of,  as  well  as  for  the  Wampum, 
Silver  works  &c  paid  for  Victuals  along  the  Road.  — 

23d.  —  Sir  Wm.  told  Killbuck  &c  that  he  could  not  treat  with 
them  ’till  the  Chiefs  of  the  Susquahana  Delawares  arrived 
together  with  all  the  Prisoners  &c  in  their  hands,  whereupon  he 
dispatched  immediately  two  Messengers  for  the  Squash  Cutter, 
and  Long  Coal,  to  come  down  without  delay,  and  to  be  here 
within  ten  days  from  this  date.  — 

FROM  JOHN  MACOMB 

A.  L.  S. 

[Albany  February  23,  1765] 

[  | 

You’l  no  doubt  be  some  what  Surprized  [ 
been  under  the  dissagreeable  Ncessity  of  making  [  ] 
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[  ]  real  &  personal  to  Mr.  John  Duncan  Messrs.  Greg  &  [  ] 

Alexr.  Wallace,  in  Trust  for  the  Joint  use  of  my  [ 

I  have  been  forced  into  by  Several  of  my  Creditors.] 

I  have  also  been  advised  to  it  by  all  my  fr[iends 
only  equitable  or  prudent  Step  I  coud  take  to  Sec[ 

[  ]  protect  it  against  the  Malice  of  a  flew  —  [ 

I  am  now  making  out  a  State  of  my  Affairs  to  [ 
in  order  to  have  them  Settled,  but  how  that  is  to  be  do  [ne 
[t]hem.  I  hope  I  may  yet  be  able  to  write  y[ou  ] 

be  that  as  it  will  I  ever  am 

Sir 

Your  much  0[  ] 

[  ] 


FROM  HENRY  CONGALTON 

A.  L.  S. 


[Fort  Stanivix,  February  24,  1765 ] 

[  Sl]R 

By  an  Order  of  [  ] 

[I  am  djesired  to  Acquaint  you  of  every  thing 
[concerning  the  Indians,  I  therefore  think  you 

]  I  hear  there  is  Six  Hundred  Indians  of  [ 

[Com]ing  down  to  you,  to  make  a  speech  —  Wh[ ether  You] 
[are]  informed  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  thoug[ht 
[  ]m  you 


I  Remain  with  Respect 
Sir 

Your  Most  Humb,e.  Servant 
HY.  CONGALTON 


1st.  Battn.  Royal  [ 


] 


] 


ADDRESSED : 


The  Right  Honb,e. 
Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
Johnson’s  Hall 
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A.  L.  S. 

Monirea[l,  February  24,  1765 ] 

Sir 

I  reed  a  letter  last  [  ] 

Captn.  Claus,  not  mentioning  whether  you  [  ] 

last  Aug*,  enclosing  Captn.  Claus,  &  Lotteridge’  [  ] 

[an]  other  23d  Octr.  enclosing  another  draft  of  [ 

]  on  you  for  £1  70.  .-.  . -  at  the  same  time  [  ] 

that  we  had  drawn  on  you  in  favour  of  [ 

]  for  Captn.  Claus’s  two  draft  Lotteridges  in  favour  of 
]  your  draft  favour  of  Selharme  amounts 
to  £642  .  .10.  .  l/2  —  also  If  the  Bond  in  [  ] 

hand  is  Cancelled  &  What  ballance  you  [ 
pleased  to  remitt  to  Mr  Wade1 2  of  Phil  [adelphia  ] 

of  Sundrys  supplied  the  Indians  at  different  ] 

order  of  Captn.  Lotteridge,  we  hope  you  [ 
consider,  amounts,  to  £33,  we  have  rec  d  [  ] 

]  have  delivered  him  any  Acco'. 

]  ood  of  his  brothers  arrival  &  W  [  ] 

our  Lives  about  his  affairs. 

We  are  [  ] 

Sir 

\our  Obe[dient  ] 

Welles 

By  the  Plan  on  foot  for  the  [  ] 

of  the  Indian  1  rade,  there  are  to  [ 

a  number  of  persons  to  inspect  [  ] 

by  way  of  Commissaries,  who  are  [  ] 

to  be  concerned  in  that  trade  must  therefore  Imag[ine 
Salaries  will  be  something  considerabl  [  ] 


1  Captain  John  Lottridge  of  the  Indian  service  who  was  drowned. 

2  Francis  Wade. 
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them  by  the  Government.  &  as  there  see  [ms 
little  prospect  or  encouragement  for  tr[ade 
I  would  beg  leave  to  offer  myself  [ 

]  employ,  in  case  you  should  think  [ 

[  ]  I  dont  doubt,  but  there  will  be  [ 

]  Candidates,  —  from  Prior  know  [ledge 
]ance  of  my  most  firm  Attachment 
and  to  which  some  little  knowledge  [ 

]  Indians,  am  in  hopes  of  a  preference 


The  Idea  I  have  of  the  [ 

[  ]  shoud  have  it  in  my  power  [ 

[  ]  more  satisfactory  services  th  [an 

]  person,  both  unacquainted  with  [ 
the  nature  of  Indians. 

If  I  Should  be  [  ^ 

as  to  have  your  approbation,  &  intefrest] 


[t]  at  you  think  [  ]  y  would  [  ] 

[so]  me  Encouragement,  to  renounce  all  [ 

]  trade,  I  will  with  pleasure  embrace  [ 

[opport]  unity  as  a  Certainty  is  better  [ 

[to]  trade  here  at  the  best,  is  very  un  [certain  ] 
be  more  &  more  so  for  many  Years  [ 

[me]  rely  on  your  friendly  advice  &  [  ] 

myself  most  Respectfully;  Your  most  [ 

[ 

ADDRESSED : 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson 


] 


] 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 


FROM  GEORGE  PHYN 

A.  L.  S. 

Niaga[ra  February  25,  1765 ] 

[  ] 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  Honour  [ 
long  before  this  time;  had  this  place  affo[rded 
New  or  entertaining,  but  ever  since  the  [ 
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of  Colonel  Broadstreet  &  his  troops,  we  ha[ve  ] 

[  ] d  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  tho’  ignorant  [ 

]  in  other  places  of  the  world;  but  to  [  ] 

[  ]  Sir,  Wabuckcummegut  has  informed  [  ] 

]  that  the  Shawanese  has  Scalped  [  ] 

]  belonging  to  the  Garrison  of  Detroit,  or  [  ] 

s]ay,  to  some  parties  of  Indians  sent  ou[t 
[again]  st  them  by  Colonel  Broadstreet,  &  who  h[  ] 

[  ]  three  of  their  people,  that  at  this  t  [  ] 

[delib]  erated  &  declared  they  would  kill  every  [  ] 

[  ]  n,  and  that  they  had  got  the  Potowatami  [es  ] 

]  them  who  had  also  killed  one  of  the  [ 

[  ]  Detroit,  he  said  he  had  sent  to  know  th[e 

[  ]s  &  certainty  of  the  affair  &  that  [  ] 

]  he  would  come  &  inform  us.  How  [  ] 

]  depended  on  I  cannot  say,  but  he  [ 

[  ]  to  Rights  without  giving  [  ] 

]  than  you  have  already  had,  b  [  ] 

]  h  doubt  of,  if  so  as  reported. 

We  have  had  but  very  few  Indians  [  ] 

wi]  nter  altho’  those  who  have  come  have  [ 

[been  a]  llowed  to  trade  nor  has  the  Sen  [  ] 

]  much  effect 

The  Little  variety  there  [is  here 

[fur]nishes  me  no  Subject  fo[r  ] 

]  myself  this  pleasure  to  show  my  Interest 
[&]  the  satisfaction  I  should  have  in  com[ 

]  any  thing  worth  your  notice. 

I  beg  you  will  present  my  Compliments  [to 
[the]  Ladies  &  Gentlemen  at  Fort  Johnson  [I 
[have]  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir 

Your  much  Obfliged] 

and  very  Obedien[t  Servant] 

[  ] able  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  ^eo  [Phyn1 
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FROM  BAYNTON,  WHARTON  &  MORGAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


Philadia  Febry  25th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

A  Number  of  Persons  (amongst  whom  we  are  unhappy  Suf¬ 
ferers)  have  presumed  to  present  you  the  inclosed  Memorial,2 
flattering  themselves,  that  from  the  Disposition  you  havever 
discover  d  to  relieve  the  Distresses  of  the  unfortunate,  they  will 
find  redress.  —  this  they  more  ardently  petition  for,  as  they  are 
deprived  of  all  hopes  of  receiving  a  Retaliation  in  any  other 
Mode,  —  And  therefore  are  constrained  to  supplicate  your 
Commiseration  on  their  Misfortunes.  —  We  are  —  Sir  &c 

(Signed) 

Baynton,  Wharton  &  Morgan  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 3 

New  Y orl f  February  25th.  1765 

Copy./ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Am  just  favored  with  your  Three  Letters  of  the  14th.  Ins'.4 
and  shall  acquaint  Mr.  Hasenclever5  with  the  Purport  of  the 
Letters  concerning  His  Affairs  with  You,  I  Am  glad  you  are 
of  the  same  Opinion  as  myself,  respecting  the  Boundary’s  which 
seems  to  be  a  critical  Business. 

No  further  Accounts  have  reached  Me  concerning  the  Volun¬ 
teer  of  Maryland,  who  was  reported  to  have  killed  and  Scalped 
the  Shawnese  Indian. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Memorial  dated,  Carlisle,  February  10,  1765,  ante  pp.  564-66. 

3  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

4  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:644-47;  and  ante  pp.  569-73. 

5  Peter  Hasenclever. 
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If  Pondiac’s  Fears  do  not  prevent  Him,  I  think  He  will 
come  in  to  Us;  and  He  certainly  may  do  us  great  Service. 
Nothing  but  French  Influence  I  think  can  Oppose  Us,  with  all 
the  Western  Tribes.  I  hope  the  Ihnois  will  be  in  your  District, 
tno’  I  see  Mr.  Steuart1  thinks  it  most  convenient  for  the  Southern 
Department,  and  mentions  it  in  His  report  to  the  Board.  The 
communication  this  way  is  certainly  the  Shortest  and  most  easy. 

I  Am  glad  to  hear  the  Delawares  are  so  near  at  Hand;  but 
dont  recollect  any  thing  particular  which  I  think  Necessary  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Treaty,  than  what  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Their  Reception  may  probably  determine  the  Shawnese,  if  their 
backwardness  only  arises  from  Suspicion.  If  there  are  other 
Reasons  We  must  soon  know  it. 

There  are  Letters  from  Fort  Pitt  of  the  24ih.  of  Decemr.  I 
inclose  you  the  Intelligence  sent  by  that  Oppor*.  by  which  \  ou 
will  see,  that  Some  of  the  Six  Nations  were  got  to  that  Post, 
and  employed  by  Captain  Murray,2  to  go  to  the  Shawanese. 

I  dont  believe  there  are  so  many  Parties  out  from  the  Northern 
Indians  against  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares  as  Andrew  the 
Huron  says,  and  I  doubt  of  the  Two  Men  being  Scalped  at 
Detroit.  I  think  there  are  Letters  from  Detroit  of  later  date 
than  Andrew’s  Departure  from  thence.  The  Delaware  Hostages 
were  all  at  the  Fort  well  treated,  and  well  Satisfied. 

It  seems  certainly  very  proper  that  M1.  Croghan  should  remain 
at  the  Ilinois,  till  replaced  by  some  other  Person.  If  the  Shawnese 
are  pacified  and  Sincere  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  His  Succeed¬ 
ing  in  the  Enterprize  which  He  has  undertaken. 

There  are  Orders  from  the  Treasury  concerning  the  Expendi¬ 
ture  of  Money,  which  perplex  Me  a  good  deal.  I  must  consider 
and  see  which  way  I  can  best  Act  to  carry  on  the  Service.  No 
Warrants  whatever  for  any  Contingent  Expences  not  fixed  by 

1  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 

-Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 
Pitt. 
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Parliament  or  approved  previously  by  the  King.  All  Sudden 
Emergencys  to  be  paid  by  Draughts  on  the  Treasury,  for  which 
the  Commander  in  Chief  is  to  produce  his  Vouchers,  and  made 
Answerable  for,  of  which  the  Treasury  will  Judge  whether  the 
Charges  are  proper  and  the  Vouchers  Authentick,  I  Am 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Barf. 

INDORSED: 

Copy. /To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

At 

Johnson  Hall. 

New  York  February  25th.  1  765 

INDIAN  CONFERENCE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Feb.  25-26,  1765] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  lower  Mohocks  in  the  Presence  of  the 
CoghnaWageys  On  Monday  25th.  of  Feby. — Abraham  their 
Speaker  addressed  Sir  Wm.  as  follows  —  viz*.  — 

Present  —  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 

Cap*.  Artel2  —  Ind".  Officer. 

Guy  Johnson  Esqr.  —  Depy.  Ag*. 

Brother  — 

Since  our  last  Meeting  here  with  yoii  relative  to  our  Lands  at 
&  about  Fort  Edward,  Lake  George,  and  Kayadarosseras  we 
consulted  together  what  Steps  to  take  in  order  to  put  a  Stop 
to  the  proceedings  of  those  People  settled  on  those  lands  until 
the  King’s  pleasure  in  the  affair  be  known.  —  the  Result  of  our 
Consultation  was  to  get  our  Sentiments  set  down  on  Paper,  which 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  John  Jacob  Hertel,  a  Canadian  officer  of  Indians. 


606 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


we  did,  &  sent  it  with  one  of  our  Chiefs  now  present  (pointing 
to  him)  —  On  their  reading  it,  they  asked,  who  had  wrote  it, 
being  answered,  it  was  wrote  by  our  Direction,  and  that  it  con¬ 
tained  nothing  but  what  we  had  deliberately  considered.”  —  they 
answered,  'that  they  knew  there  had  been  some  steps  taken 
by  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  in  England  to  procure  Justice  for  us,  but 
that  as  he  was  alone,  his  application  cou’d  have  no  weight  against 
so  powerful  an  Opposition  as  the  high  P eople  at  \  ork,  Albany 
and  some  in  England  were  now  making,  and  tnen  declared 
positively  that  in  case  the  King  shou’d  determine  the  affair  in  our 
favor,  they  wou’d  nevertheless  continue  on  the  Lands,  and 
not  move  from  thence  upon  any  account,  but  wou  d  make  good 
their  Possession.”  —  this,  Brother,  is  the  answer  they  gave  to 
our  Messenger,  which  greatly  alarms  us,  as  it  appears  plainly 
they  intend  to  take  our  lands  by  force,  when  they  say  they 
will  pay  no  regard  to  the  Decision  of  the  King,  whom  we  always 
looked  upon  to  be  the  head  of  his  People,  and  one  that  wou’d  see 
Justice  done  to  the  Injured,  and  to  those  who  were  his  friends.  — 
that  we  have  always  been  such,  I  believe  is  needless  to  repeat, 
the  few  men,  now  left  of  our  Nation,  is  a  sufficient  Proof  of 
our  Attachment  to  the  English.  —  We  have  now  only  to  add. 
that  it  is  our  earnest  Request  there  be  an  immediate  Stop  put 
to  the  unfair  Proceedings  of  those  concerned  in  Settling  on  our 
Lands,  if  not,  they  may  as  well  tell  us  at  once,  they  will  destroy 
us.  —  how  can  we  subsist  if  our  only  Hunting  Grounds  are  taken 
from  us?  —  We  thought  proper  to  have  our  friends  the  Coghna- 
Xvageps  present  to  hear  our  distressful  Case.  —  they  and  the  Six 
Nations  must  Startle  at  such  a  Proceeding,  as  they  may  soon 
expect  the  like  treatment.  —  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you.  Brother, 
that  we  think  there  never  will  be  Peace  in  the  Country  (nothwith- 
standing  your  unwearied  labour,  and  endeavors)  whilst  our 
Brethren  at  York,  and  Albany  (who  never  left  their  houses 
in  support  of  their  Country)  are  so  greedy  for  our  lands.  — 
Our  lands  are  as  dear  to  us  as  our  lives.  —  it  is  a  Jealousy  of 
that  amongst  other  Nations,  which  chiefly  Occasioned  the  late 
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War;  and  altho  numbers  of  your  People  lost  their  lives  thereby, 
some  of  our  Brethren,  it  seems  are  very  indifferent  about  it, 
and  are  inclined  to  Stir  up,  another  War  —  We  have  only  to 
repeat  our  Request  that  these  People  be  removed  immediately, 
for  we  are  all  determined  never  to  give  up  our  just  Claim  &  Title 
to  them  Lands.  — 

To  which  Sir  Wm.  answered.  — 

Brethern  — 

I  have  now  heard  what  you  came  here  about,  and  must 
desire  that  you  will  pay  no  regard  to  the  foolish  inconsiderate 
expressions  of  them  ignorant  People  who  gave  yu.  that  answer. 
Shou’d  the  affair  be  determined  in  your  favor  at  home,  they 
will  soon  be  obliged  to  submit,  and  remove  from  thence;  and  I 
must  recommend  it  as  I  have  done  before  to  you  to  wait  with 
patience  the  decision  of  the  affair  in  England,  where~it  is  now 
under  Consideration,  &  where  you  may  be  assured  of  having 
Justice  done  you.  —  shou’d  my  advice  not  appear  satisfactory  to 
you,  there  is  nothing  else  for  it,  but  a  personal  application  to 
the  Governor1  of  the  Province,  who  I  am  certain  will  do  every 
thing  that  the  Equity  of  your  Case  deserves  —  so  Ended 

Feby.  26th.  —  Sir  William  had  a  Meeting  with  the  Cognaivageys, 
to  whom,  on  their  Parting,  he  spoke  as  follows  —  viz*. 

Pres*,  as  before  — 

Breth".  Chief ts.  &  Warriors  — 

I  am  greatly  pleased  at  your  steady  Conduct  during  the 
Course  of  the  late  Campaign  made  with  Col.  Bradstreet,  which, 
though  unattended  with  the  desired  success,  we  are  far  from 
attributing  any  blame  to  you,  being  convinced  of  your  Zeal 
therein,  it  is  also  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear  from  Col.  Boquet 

1  “Vide  Page  321  &  2  [of  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7]  for  Sir  Wm's. 
Letter  to  the  Govr,  and  his  Answer  together  wth.  ordc  of  Council.” — 
Footnote  in  manuscript  volume.  For  the  former,  Johnson  to  Cadwallader 
Colden,  February  27,  1  765,  see  Johnson  Papers,  4:652-54;  for  Colden’s 
reply,  March  15,  1765,  and  the  council  resolution  see  ibid.  4:681-85. 
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the  part  you  acted  at  Muskingum  and  Fort  Pit,  whilst  with 
him.  —  persevere  in  that  good  Disposition,  and  you  will  always 
find  your  Interest  in  it,  whilst  other  foolish  &  wicked  Nations 
by  acting  a  different  part,  bring  on  their  own  Ruin,  sooner,  or 
later.  —  I  am  soon  to  hold  a  Meeting  with  many  Nations,  at 
which  I  hope  to  put  an  end  to  all  Disputes  between  Indians, 

&  us,  if  they  be  not  very  ill  disposed.  —  shou’d  that  be  the 
Case,  you  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  I  expect,  and 
desire  by  this  Belt  of  Wampum  that  you  and  all  Nations  in 
Canada  will,  on  a  Call,  be  ready  to  rise,  and  Join  us  in  punish¬ 
ing  them,  as  they  may  deserve.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Bretheren  — 

When  I  received  your  Nations  of  Canada  in  the  Chain  of 
Friendship  with  the  English,  it  was  with  this  Proviso  that  you 
wou’d  always  live  in  the  Strictest  friendship  with  them,  and  be 
ready  on  all  Occasions  to  act  with  them  against  any  nation 
which  might  be  rash  enough  to  quarrel  with  them.  —  this  I 
expected  you  wou’d  all  faithfully  perform,  as  you  then  gave 
me  the  strongest  Assurances  to  that  purpose.  —  but  when  I 
called  upon  you  last  Spring  to  join  his  Majesties  Arms  against 
those  Indians,  who  were  mad  enough  to  fall  upon  some  of  his 
Subjects,  without  cause,  and  refused  making  proper  Submission, 
how  great  was  my  Surprize  to  see  so  few  remember  their  solemn 
Engagements.  —  I  shall  not  say  more  at  present  on  that  head, 
but  desire  you  will  at  your  first  General  Meeting  let  those 
Indians  all  know  that  I  expect  they  will  at  another  time  be 
more  punctual,  and  by  their  readiness  convince  us  of  their 
desire  to  continue  friends.  I  heartily  thank  all  those  who  Joined 
the  Army ;  —  they  have  thereby  gained  the  good  Opinion  of 
their  new  friends,  which  I  hope  they  will  always  endeavor  to 
continue.  — 

Bretheren  — 

I  have  one  thing  more  to  recommend  to  you,  and  for  your 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


609 


own  sakes  wish  you  to  pay  a  due  regard  thereto,  —  that  is,  not 
to  be  ready  to  listen  to  every  idle,  and  ridiculous  Report 
propogated  by  some  wicked  Emissaries  of  the  French  to  Stir 
up  the  Indians  against  the  English,  without  the  least  Colour, 
or  Plausability.  surely  your  own  reason  may  convince  you  that 
there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  the  French  making  any 
Attempts  on  this,  or  on  any  other  part  of  the  King  of  Englands 
Dominions  in  time  of  profound  Peace.  No!  nor  were  it  even 
War,  they  cou’d  not  send  over  any  forces  here,  whilst  we  have 
the  Superiority  at  Sea,  and  which  the  English  will  ever  main¬ 
tain.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

Aserogo  answered.  —  viz*.  — 

Brothr.  Gorah  Warraghijagey.  — 

It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  we  heard  your  Approbation 
of  our  Conduct,  also  your  advice  to  us,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it  that  we  shall  never  forget  it,  nor  our  engagements  to  you 
after  the  Surrender  of  Montreal.1  The  reason  for  your  not  seeing 
more  of  our  People  come,  on  your  Call,  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
greatest  part  of  them  being  on  the  Hunt  at  that  time.  — 

Brother  — 

We  shall  faithfully  lay  before  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada 
at  our  first  Meeting  the  Belts  you  have  now  given  us  in  charge, 
and  the  Purport  as  exactly  as  we  can:  and  our  young  men  present 
are  extremely  glad  at  knowing  something  of  your  Resolutions, 
as  they  will  act  agreeable  thereto,  —  whereas  if  you  had  dis¬ 
charged  them  without  acquainting  them  therewith,  it  would  have 
left  them  entirely  in  the  dark.  —  Brother,  As  sev1.  of  our  People 
are  lame,  and  sick,  we  beg  you  will  provide  Sleds  for  them  at 
least  as  far  as  Albany.  —  To  which  Sir  Wm.  agreed,  and  gave 
them  a  Passport  and  Orders  for  Provisions  at  the  sev1.  P osts.  — 
then  Parted. 

1  Montreal  formally  capitulated  to  General  Amherst  on  September  8, 

1760. 
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FROM  JEHU  HAY 

A.  L.  S. 

Detroit  26  February  17  [65] 

[  ]  i 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  Receiving  a  Letter  [  J 

[  ]  from  New  York  last  Fall  who  inform’d  me  that  [ 

[  ]  you  about  me,  and  that  you  had  been  good  enough  [  ] 

[  ]  would  not  forget  me,  which  gave  me  infinite  [  ] 

]  as  all  Indian  Affairs  is  or  ought  to  be  enter  [  ] 

] sal.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  Soon  have  it  [in  your] 
[po]wer  to  do  Something  for  me  at  this  place,  which  [ 

[  ]  I  have  no  Claim  to  from  you  farther  than  your  good  [  ] 

to  all  mankind  when  it  is  in  your  P ower. 

I  am  with  great  esteem  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  [  ] 

most  Humble  Serv[ant] 

Jehu  H[ay] 

[  ]  Johnson  — 

INDORSED:1 

Detroit  Febry.  26  1765 


Leiu1  Jehu  Hay’s  letter 

Ansd.  25th.  Ap1.  1 765  — 

FROM  WILLEM  NELLES  ET  AL. 

L.  S. 

C ana johary  February  [27,  1765] 
SiR. 

We  Lett  you  know  by  our  [  ] 

the  Company  to  Come  together  the  [  ] 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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[Mar]ch  next  at  the  house  of  William  F[ox  ] 

that  the  Releases  that  mus[t]  be  made[ 

[  ]  us,  in  the  Patent  Granted  to  George 

[Klojck  &  William  Nelles,  if  you  would  be 
[  ]  and  Come  here  we  would  be  very 

[  ]  and  if  you  Culd  Lett  Doctor  Wall  [is] 

]  that  he  mus[t]  Come  for  the  Company  mus[t]  be 
[  all]  together  for  to  git  it  Setled  for  it  is  t  [  ] 

]  so  doing  We  Remain 

Sir.  Your  Most  Humble  [  ] 

Willem  Nelles 
his 


Lenerd  -H-  Helmer 
marck 

Sefrinnes  Deigert 


ADDRESSED : 

To 

Sir.  William  Johnson  Barn". 

att 


INDORSED:1 

[ 


Johnson  Hall 


] 

&  Lenerd  [ 

Letter  —  [ 


FROM  PETER  SILVESTER 

A.  L.  S. 

[Albany  February  28,  1 765] 


[  ] 

I  this  moment  received  [  ] 

[rela]tive  to  your  runaway  Tenant  [  ] 

]  was  conducted  here  by  two  Scho  [ 

]  issuance  of  orders  from  the  Justice  [ 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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[  ]  issued  a  writ  against  him  at  your  [ 

]  for  one  Adam  Garlick  upon  which  he  [ 

]  in  actual  Custody  from  whence  he  wa  [s  ] 

]  ly  be  relieved  unless  thro  your  Clem[ency.] 

In  the  present  State  of  the  affair  I  know  [ 

[  ]  steps  that  can  be  taken  to  Secure  you  [ 

[  ]  be  glad  to  know  Whether  he  Indented  [ 

]  the  Lands  or  if  there  was  any  Instrument  [ 

]  drawn  up  and  executed  between  you  [ 
authorize  you  to  distrain  for  rent  in  arr[ 

]  have  had  some  conversation  with  the  [ 

[seejmed  at  first  very  Inclineable  to  prevaric[ate 
[at]  length  the  Truth  came  out  &  he  confessed  [ 

[g]  ive  you  £100  for  the  Land  &  Improvements  [  ] 

[  ]  appeared  to  be  Seized  with  remorse  &  sa  [id 

[ w]  illingly  give  you  a  bill  of  sale  for  the  [  ] 

]  mentioned  &  every  thing  else  he  had  if  you  [ 

[  h]im  to  return  &  allow  him  Stuff  enough  [ 

[  ]  ou  which  would  be  sufficient  m  [  ] 

[  ]ys  for  himself  &  his  wife  —  Sinc[e  ] 

]  sheriff  returned  the  [ 

]  bearer  waiting  I  am 

[  1 
[  1 

FROM  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Niagara,  F eh-u  28fL  /  765. 

Sir 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  of  your  obliging  letter  the  Contents 
of  which  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  think  that  my  Conduct 
towards  Col.  Bradstreets  Indians  should  be  so  much  approved 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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of  by  you,  a  pleasure.  Sir,  which  I  shall  study  on  all  Occa¬ 
sions.  —  I  had  a  Visit  from  the  Seneca  Nation  yesterday  for  the 
first  time,  they  requested  many  things.  I  gave  them  Powder, 
Ball,  and  some  Provisions,  they  went  away  well  satisfied,  and 
told  me  they  wou  d  acquaint  their  Nation  how  well  they  had 
been  received,  it  being  much  more  than  they  expected.  —  they 
mentioned  you  with  great  Respect.  —  I  need  not  say  any  thing 
of  them  to  you,  but  I  have  a  very  bad  Opinion  of  them.  —  I 
had  likewise  a  visit  from  WapaWcamagat  &  his  Nation.  —  he 
shewed  me  every  thing  he  had  from  you,  and  was  much 
pleased.  —  What  the  Indians  have  had  since  I  came  here,  I  have 
directed  De  Couagne 1  to  transmit  to  you  an  acc'.  of  &  I  shall  for 
the  future  be  glad  to  know  your  Pleasure.  —  I  am  with  the 
greatest  Respect. 

Sir  — 

Y ours  &c  — 

J.  Vaughan1 2 

A  LIST  OF  LOSSES  OF  INDIAN  TRADERS 
Copy3 

[February  1765 ] 

A  List  of  Indian  Traders’  Losses:  —  Incurred  by  the  Robbery 
of  the  Indians  in  the  Year  1763;  In  Consequence  Whereof 
several  of  Those  Traders  Petitioned  the  Honorable  Sir  William 
Johnson,  Baronet,  In  the  Month  of  February,  1  765,  to  demand  a 
Retribution  for  the  same,  from  the  Six  United  Nations,  Vizt., 

1  Jean  Baptiste  De  Couagne. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 

Printed  in  C.  A.  Hanna,  The  IVildnerness  Trail,  2:381-82.  Original 
document,  destroyed  by  fire,  was  listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  338,  under 
date  of  Dec.  29,  1  766. 
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No  1  Andrew  Wilkins 

2  Patrick  Allison 

&  Compy. 

3  Patrick  Allison 


Baynton  and  Whar-£1453 
ton  Represent  these 
Persons  by  their 
Deeds  of  Assignment 


4  John  Welch  (Represented  by  Sami 

Wharton,  his  Administrator) 

5  Philip  Boyle 

6  Baynton,  Wbarton  &  Compy. 

7  Thomas  Smallman 

8  John  Ormsby 

9  Franks,  Trent,  Simons,  and  Compy. 

10  Edmund  Moran  and  Compy. 

1 1  Robert  Callender 

12  John  Gibson 

1 3  Thomas  Mitchel,  Senior 

14  Richard  Winston 

1 5  Thomas  Mitchel’s  Account  of  Goods 

sent  by  Pat.  Burns 

16  William  Trent’s 

1  7  Joseph  Simons  and  Thomas  Mitchel  s 

1 8  Dennis  Crohon 

19  Captain  William  Thompson 

20  Mitchel,  Dundass  and  Compy. 

21  William  Edgar’s  Account  (under 

Callender’s) 


6480 

1300 

6000 


1567 

4369 

3085 

3561 

24,780 

2430 

8110 

3384 

104 

2415 

259 

4500 

3085 

860 

613 

1480 


19  8 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

9  3!/2 

1  111/2 

10  0 

17  7 

1  8 

7  6 

0  0 

8  4 
10  2 
13  8 

1  7 

0  0 
15  8 
0  0 
13  4 
15  \y4 


1092  6  10 


£80,862  12  4J4 


William  Trent, 

Attorney  in  Fact  for  the  Indian  Traders. 


JAMES  MURRAY 

Painting  by  John  Trumbull.  Original  in  J.  C.  Webster  Collection 
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FROM  JAMES  MURRAY 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


Quebec,  March  the  2J,  1765. 

Sir.  — 

Cap1.  Campbell'  who  will  have  the  honour  to  put  this  into 
your  hands  has  my  Directions  to  shew  you  the  60,  61  and  62 
Articles  of  my  Instructions  as  Governor  of  this  Province,  by 
which  it  doth  appear  that  I  am  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Province,  but  I  understand  a  Person  deputed  by 
you  acts  in  that  Capacity  at  Montreal.  I  have  no  inclination  to 
interfere  with  you,  at  the  same  time  I  am  desirous  of  doing 
what  may  be  expected  of  me,  and  therefore  shall  be  glad  to 
know  your  sentiments  on  this  head  — -  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
wth.  very  great  truth  &  regard  &c 

Yrs.  &c 

Ja.  Murray3  — 


JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS4 

[Johnson  Hall,  March  1-3,  1765\ 

Minutes  of  Indian  Affairs 
Begun  March  1st.  1765  — 

This  Day  near  thirty  Monseys  from  Chenussio  (who  arrived 
some  days  ago,  but  could  not  have  an  opertunity  of  Speaking  to 
Sir  Wm.  before  on  acc*.  of  his  hurry  cloathing  the  Coghnawageys 
&  others  who  returned  from  the  Campaign,  also  making  up  for 
their  Several  Losses)  came  into  the  Council  Room,  &  their  Cheif 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Captain  John  Campbell  of  the  27th  regiment,  appointed  agent  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  Canada  by  Governor  James  Murray. 

3  Major  General  James  Murray  was  made  governor  of  Canada  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces  in  Canada  on  November  21, 
1  763.  He  retained  these  offices  until  1  766. 

4  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9.  In  Sir  William’s 

h«nd. 


616 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 

got  a  Seneca  to  go  thro  the  Ceremony  of  condolence  for  them. 

Viz'. Drying  up  the  moisture  from  ye.  Eyes,  occasioned  by 

ye.  Several  Losses  sustained  dureing  ye.  Indn.  War,  clearing  y  • 
Sight  so  as  that  we  might  look  upon  them  favourably  again. 

next  clearing  ye.  passage  of  the  throat  so  that  we  might  speak 
freely  &  freindly  together.  — 

Lastly  wiped  away  all  ye.  blood  out  of  Sight,  that  it  might 
never  more  be  Seen  or  give  offence 

3  Strings  — 

Then  their  Speaker  told  Sir  Wm.  that  they  had  nothing  more 
to  offer,  or  say  at  present,  their  Cheifs  being  all  on  their  way 
hither  would  do  everry  thing  else  y'.  was  necessary  on  their 
arrival.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  them,  that  it  would  have  been  more  for  their 
Interest  to  have  kept  in  their  mind,  the  friendship  that  subsisted 
between  their  Lorefathers,  &  the  English  [  ] '  °f  which, 

would  have  prevented  their  acting  so  very  unnatural,  &  Imprudent 
a  part  as  they  lately  had  done,  to  their  own  prejudice,  more 
than  that  of  the  English,  who  are  [  ]  to  be  much  hurt  by 

all  their,  or  any  other  Nations  attempts  at  treachery,  look  at  ye. 
dress  &  Visage  of  both,  &  you  must  see  [  ]  ered  most, 

&  Judge  from  thence,  what  a  miserable  State  [  ]  must  be 

all  reduced  to,  had  you  attempted  to  continue  a  war  longer 
[  ]  the  English  not  to  Strike  you.  —  You  must  have 

Starved.  [  ]  must  have  dyed  most  miserable.  —  why 

then  dare  you  quit  ye  English?  who  have  drove  ye.  French  out 
of  ye.  Country  tho  assisted  by  all  their  Children,  &  of  whom  you 
were  all  afraid. 

Sir  Wm.  then  told  them,  that  he  was  not  only  [  ]  at  the 

Insolence  of  their  People  refuseing  to  come  down  [  ] 

Summons,  but  much  displeased  at  it,  &  also,  for  their  Slight 
shewn  to  the  Message  sent  them  by  the  Cheif  Delawares  of 
Ohio  by  Kilbuck  their  Deputy,  &  then  declared  that  if  they  did 


1  Brackets  indicate  illegible  portions  of  the  manuscript. 
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not  come  down  here  immediately  &  Join  the  Ohio  Deputy s  in 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  He  would  never  hear  them  Seperate,  then 
desired  they  would  instantly  set  of,  &  acquaint  their  Cheifs  with 
his  resolution.  — 

A  Belt  — 

We  then  told  them  that,  until  they  acted  such  a  part  as  Men 
sorry  for  w'.  they  had  done  should  do,  he  could  not  think  of 
calling  them  Brothers,  nor  look  upon  them  as  such, 

3  Strings  — 

March  2A.  Sent  for  Killbuck  ye.  Delaware  Deputy  &  Owens1 
ye.  Interpreter  to  my  Study,  where  after  prejudiceing  him 
agst.  ye.  6  Nations,  (but  Senecas  in  particular)  as  much  as  I 
could,  though  not  as  much  as  they  deserved,  advised  his  Nation 
not  to  Suffer  themselves  to  be  so  led  by  them  for  ye.  future,  other¬ 
wise  they  [  ]  inevitably  be  ruined,  then  represented  to 

them  the  madness  [cf]  Quarrelling  with  ye.  English,  who  were 
able  to  crush  them  into  [  ]  Earth,  if  provoked,  and  also 

able,  &  Willing  to  furnish  them  &  all  Inds.  with  the  necessaries 
of  life.  —  on  asking  his  opi[nion]  concerning  the  Shawanese’s 
Elopement,  He  answered  that  as  Soon  as  he  returned,  they 
would  (on  hearing  w1.  passed  between  us)  without  doubt  rise 
and  come  here  to  settle  all  matters  w,h.  me,  As  they  could  do 
nothing  by  themselves,  neither  dare  they  now  think  of  acting  Ill, 
as  the  Delawares  were  well  disposed,  the  reason  he  gave  for  the 
Shawanese  acting  such  a  part  was,  that  as  their  Cheif  Men  with 
near  80  of  their  People  were  gone  with  a  Trader  (who  was  at 
their  Towns)  to  the  Illenoies  Country,  those  who  remained,  & 
Spoke  w,h.  Co11.  Bouquet  were  unwilling  to  take  so  much  upon 
them  in  their  Absence,  that  when  He  Killbuck  came  near  to 
Fort,  He  was  overtaken  by  a  Delaware  who  accompanied  ye. 
Shawanese  to  ye.  Illinois,  by  whom  he  understood  they  were  all 
returned,  w,h.  2  large  Rolls  of  Tobacco  for  the  Sachims,  &  Cheif 


1  David  Owens,  interpreter. 
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Warriors  to  smoak,  whilst  the  news  they  brought  from  thence, 
was  related  to  ye.  whole  wC  was,  that  their  F  ather  was  comemg 
again  amongst  them  wth.  a  powerfull  army  to  drive  ye.  English 
out  of  their  Country,  wh.  Army  they  would  See  in  ye.  Spring 
come  by  ye.  way  of  Mississipi,  &  Joined  by  those  of  the  Illinois, 
when  they  were  all  desired  to  be  ready  to  join  their  F ather.  on 
hearing  wh.  he  told  it  to  Co11.  Bouquet.  —  He  also  told  me  that 
a  french  Man  from  Wacatamacky  Joined  a  Party  of  Inds.  who 
went  agst.  ye.  Settlements.  He  was  of  Opinion  that  ye.  method 
I  proposed  of  taking  possession  of  the  Illinois,  (by  sending  My 
Deputy  there  with  some  Cheifs  of  the  Several  Nations  m  y*. 
Quarter)  would  succeed  better  than  any  other.  —  &  that  ye. 
more  remote  Inds.  were  well  inclined  towards  the  English,  —  that 
the  Shawanes  lost  in  three  Months  time  1  49  Men  besides  Women 
&  Children  by  Sickness  above  a  year  ago,  also  many  of  them 
dyed  last  Summer  of  the  Small  P ox,  as  did  Several  of  their 
Nation,  so  that  by  ye.  best  Accu.,  the  former  cannot  exceed  150 
fighting  men,  &  they  not  above  1 00  \  oung  Men.  —  that  in  ye 
Action  with  Co".  Bouquet  at  busshy  Run1  there  were  1  10  Inds. 
engaged,  of  whom  were  5  killed  on  the  Spot  &  1  Shot  thro  the 
body  who  died  in  a  little  time  after  of  his  wound.  —  &  y*. 
several  were  wounded,  that  when  I  was  at  Niagra,  they  ye. 
Delawares  &  Shawanese  recT  at  one  time  2 1  Speeches  by  Belts 
&  Strings  from  the  Chenussios  wh.  he  heard  all  repeated  at  his 
House  where  the  Belts  were  first  Opened,  and  said  the  purport 
of  them  was  of  so  bad  a  Nature  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
mention  them.  —  adding  there  was  not  one  of  them  Good.  — 
that  after  shewing  the  Belts  to  their  Nation  &  Shawanese  they 
went  on  wth.  them  to  the  Twightees  &ca.  — 

After  telling  me  so  far,  &  declareing  it  was  the  truth,  He 
assured  me  that  what  I  had  told  him  appeared  so  reasonable  & 
good,  that  he  buried  it  all  so  deep  in  his  heart  as  never  to  be 
forgot,  and  that  he  would  on  his  return  report  it  to  all  their 


1  The  action  at  Bushy  Run  occurred  on  August  5  and  6,  I  763, 
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Wise  Men,  &  next  to  all  their  Young  People  who  he  was  sure 
would  pay  the  greatest  regard  thereto,  &  be  of  the  utmost 
Service  to  them  all,  as  it  would  be  ye.  means  of  preventing  their 
ever  acting  so  foolish  a  part  again.  — 

So  Ended  ye.  conversation  — 
Sunday  March  3d.  Tayayagage  a  Coghnawage  Cheif  with  ye. 
last  party  of  y‘.  Nation  left  this.  I  sent  a  Packet  of  letters  by 
him  to  Duncan,1  &  a  letter  to  Brigdr.  Burton,2  &  Perthuis,3  also 
one  for  Jn.  Griffiths  to  be  left  [at]  Fort  Edward  to  ye.  Care 
of  Cap'.  Balnevis4 * * 7 8  — 

March  the  3d.  Kaniertae  a  Son  of  old  Jean  Coeur  (or  Brother 
to  the  present,  &  to  Shabear1  also)  a  Chenussio  Indian  came 
here,  shewed  me  a  Testimonial  he  had  from  Govr.  Vaudruile0 
and  after  some  discourse  with  him,  He  gave  up  Said  Paper 
declareing  he  would  now  be  as  firm  a  freind  to  the  English  as  he 
had  been  formerly  to  the  French,  and  concern  himself  about 
nothing  but  what  was  for  the  good  of  his  Country,  &  Peace. 
On  wh.  I  gave  him  a  Meddal,  and  a  Paper  in  ye.  lieu  of  that 
he  had  from  the  French  Govr.  —  also  cloathed  him  &  his  Wife 
to  their  great  Satisfaction.  —  His  name  is  Kaniertae  I  wrote  by 
him  to  Mr.  Kirtland'  at  ye.  Senecas  &  enclosed  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Wheelockss  therein.  —  then  Strongly  recommended  it  to  him 
not  to  Suffer  himself  to  be  misled  by  Gaastarax  the  Cheif  Chenus¬ 
sio  Sachim,  who  was  always  for  breeding  Mischeif 

He  promised  me  sincerely  that  he  would  not,  &  that  things 
should  soon  take  a  turn.  —  on  wL  to  bind  our  freindship  I  gave 

1  John  Duncan  of  Schenectady. 

2  Brigadier  General  Ralph  Burton  became  Major  General  in  the  army, 
July  10,  1762. 

3  Louis  Perthuis,  Indian  interpreter. 

4  Captain  Lieutenant  Patrick  Balneavis  of  the  42d  regiment. 

6  Daniel  Joncaire,  Sieur  de  Chabert ;  his  brother  was  Philippe  Thomas 
de  Joncaire;  and  they  were  sons  of  Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire  (1670- 

1739.) 

Pierre  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 

7  The  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland. 

8  The  Rev.  Eleazar  Wheelock. 
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him  a  Belt  of  Wampum.  —  &  a  verry  pritty  Present  for  him¬ 
self,  his  Wife,  &  two  Nephews.  — 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

A.L.S.1 2 

Fort  George  New  York  March  3d.  1 163 

Dear  Sir 

I  should  have  answered  your  favour  of  the  1 4th.  of  last  month' 
by  the  preceeding  Post  had  I  not  expected  to  have  received 
Vroeman’s  plan  of  the  Survey  he  made  for  you,  but  I  have  not 
as  yet  received  it  of  which  I  think  it  proper  to  Acquaint  you 

The  alterations  you  have  made  in  the  Draft  of  my  letter  are 
very  proper  &  I  shall  write  accordingly.  I  am  under  some  Doubt 
whether  I  should  mention  your  son’s  and  sons  in  Law’s  names  in 
my  letter  as  I  think  it  may  be  better  that  your  frind  in  London 
do  it  in  case  an  objection  be  made  to  granting  so  much  land  in 
one  name  but  I  shall  mention  them  or  not  as  you  shall  think  best. 

The  Packet  is  not  arived  When  she  does  her  stay  will  be  short 
as  next  Saturday  is  the  day  the  Mail  ought  to  be  closed 

It  seems  proper  that  Maybe3  be  bound  to  his  good  Behaviour 
after  you  have  the  proper  affidavits  previous  to  it 

You  will  see  in  Holt’s  last  News  paper4  to  what  a  height  of 
Insolence  some  persons  in  this  Province  are  come  to  At  the  same 
time  that  they  bawl  out  for  Liberty  they  will  not  allow  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  the  liberty  to  give  his  Opinion  in  a  matter  which  comes 
judicially  before  him  &  for  his  daring  to  give  an  Opinion  contrary 
to  theirs  calumniat  his  Character  in  the  vilest  manner  &  endeavour 
to  expose  him  to  the  rage  of  a  deluded  multitude  if  they  can 
They  are  to  have  an  unlimited  liberty  but  the  Governor  no 

1  In  New  York  Historical  Society. 

2  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:644. 

3  Cobus  Maybe,  a  trespasser  on  lands  of  Canajoharie.  See  Johnson 
Papers,  4 :5 1 3-1 4. 

4  John  Holt’s  Ne.rv  York  Gazelle. 
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Liberty  of  Judgeing  unless  he  think  as  they  do  and  Act  by  their 
direction.  The  men  who  wrote  the  Sentinel  in  Holts  last  Gazette 
would  cut  a  throat  in  the  dark  if  they  thought  they  could  not  be 
detected  so  as  to  be  brought  to  tryall  &  punished.  They  never 
would  take  such  desperate  methods  if  they  Thought  that  their 
opinions  &  actions  could  be  justified  by  Law  but  patiently  wait 
the  Kings  Decision  to  whose  determination  the  Dispute  is  now 
submitted  They  must  at  last  submit  to  his  Decision  however  un¬ 
willing  they  may  be  No  answer  will  be  published  to  these  papers 
because  it  is  thought  highly  improper  to  Appeal  to  the  People 
while  the  Appeal  is  made  to  the  King  This  would  be  destructive 
of  Government  I  do  not  expect  to  learn  the  issue  of  this  affair 
before  May  next  at  soonest. 

I  am  with  great  esteem  &  affection 
Dear  sir 

Your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

Cadwallader  Colden 

INDORSED:1 

New  York  March  3d.  1765 


Lieu'.  Govr.  Coldens  letter 

FROM  PETER  HASENCLEVER 

A.  L.  S. 

New  York  [March  4,  1765] 


Sir 

[Recenjtly  General  Gage  Communicated  to  [ 

[youjr  kind  favour  of  the  14  Feby.  Your  ami[ 

]  regard  Deserve  my  Earliest  thancks  [ 

[  ]  your  friendship,  of  which  Shall  [ 

[  ]  rthy,  &  I  have  not  the  Least  Doubt,  that  f  ] 

]  tenance  &  Assistance  Shall  be  able  to  g  [ 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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]  future  entreprises,  which  cheafly  r[ 

]  of  Hemp  &  Sundry  Articles  which  [ 

]  will  produce  with  ease. 

Your  Reputed  Patriotisme,  &  that  you  [ 

]  the  country,  where  my  Projects  may  be  [ 

]  join  I  am  [  ]  General  Gage  [ 

Only  upon  Some  Obscure  acc[ 

]  I  had  about  Iron  worcks  in  America  [ 

]  resolve  to  make  a  trial  in  this  entrep[rise 
]  factory.  I  got  over  Last  Year  about  [ 

]  women  &  Childern.  I  Procurd  the  clever  [est 
]  immense  Expence,  but  I  have  also  the  p[ 

],  that  at  present  I  manufacture 
]  y  Struck  as  the  best  Sweedish,  &  of  [ 

]  tion,  without  the  assistance  [ 
]  Fabricants;  &  these  are  diffi  [ 
]  have  Send  by  last  Packet  a  Cous  [ 

]  and  &  from  thence  to  Germany,  in  [ 

]  me  clever  People  for  my  purpose.  I  [ 

]  this  Year,  but  I  am  certain  that  Ne[xt 
]  as  many  as  may  be  requird.  in  [ 

]ger  in  this  Country,  &  therefore  lay  [ 
particular  claim  to  your  Friendship  &  Con[ 

]  that  great  things  may  be  done  in  the  [ 
]  there  are  So  many  Advantageous  Subjects  [ 

]  or  that  a  man  of  Genious  is  puzzled  w[ 

]  Shall  Suspend  to  lay  the  Plan  of  my  Sch[eme 
] ,  untill  I  have  the  Honnour  to  present  y  [ 
personally,  which  I  propose  to  do  in  next  | 

]  good  Advise,  &  good  Lands,  &  if  I  am  [ 

Jantage  of  Your  acquiantance,  &  [ 

]  doubt  my  Dear  Sir  or  it  will  produce  [ 


] 

] 
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1  Lines  burned  off. 
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]tage  to  us  &  increase  the  Public  Interest  [ 

I  have  traveld  Severall  times  from  [ 

]epe  to  the  other  &  have  made  many  [ 

[  ]en  all  Sorts  of  Manufactories  in  Ger[ 

]  is  Difficult  to  carry  on  new  Projects  [ 

]  day  9  months  that  arrivd  in  [ 

]  out  flattering  myself,  that  in  [ 
a]  dvancd  the  Iron  worcks  to  that  [ 

]  cost  Europa  more  than  Two  ages  to  [ 

[  ]  ces  amount  verry  near  £20,000  Stg  [ 

]  1 0000  more  before  my  first  undertak  [ing 
[  ]  order. 

There  is  only  a  great  deal  of  mony  [ 

]  this  Country  to  do  great  things. 

But  the  Method  of  our  New  Establish  [  — - 

]  Agricultur  &  Oeconomie,  in  the  manage  [ 

]  Branches,  is  quiet  Contrary  to  my  Opinion  [ 
]  from  its  Original  plan,  &  in  Lieu  of  Pro[ 

]  which  is  the  Basis  upon  which  they  [ 

]  Destroy  it,  by  Establishing  &  encour[ 

]  ctories,  for  which  they  have  no  han  [ 

]  take  them  from  the  most  necessarf 
[  ]  Branch  the  Agricultur:  the  m[ 

] ,  &  that  only  by  an  untimely  proceed  [ 

]  Members  are  Like  Young  Country  [ 
when  they  arrive  in  a  great  City  admire  [ 

]  appear  Surprising  to  them,  but  when  after  [ 
that  upon  the  first  appearance  of  things  [ 
we  Dreamd,  &  that  it  was  not  possible  [ 

]  Pleasd  with  things  of  no  importance.  I  give  you  [ 
Hint,  because  I  am  a  Subsriber  [ 


]  to  read  Your  Letter  to  the  Soc[iety] 
]  patriotic  advise.  &  I  wishd  the  [ 

]  Your  Sentements.  I  Shall  d[ 

]  to  entretain  you  upon  various  [  ] 
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]  ing  the  advantages  &  Disadvantages  [ 

]try,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  to  See  you 
]  while  have  the  Honnour  to  be. 

Sir 

Your  most  obedi[ent  ] 
humbel  [  ] 

Peter  Hase[nclever] 

[Sir  Will]iam  Johnson 


ACCOUNT  WITH  ESTATE  OF  DAVID  QUACKINBUSH 

D. 

[March  8,  1765] 

[  ]  of  David  Quackinbush  to  Sir  William  J[ohnson] 


[  ]  pd.  him  by  J ohn  Wells . £...[17] 

Fejrral  Wade  on  his  Account .  6 

orjder  on  Ferral  Wade  for . 13 

[  ]  Work  sold  him  for .  5 

]  paid  Peter  Conin  for  the  Doctor  ...  4 
]  going  to  Niagara  23  Dollars  ....  10 

6.  .  10 


£45 . .  7 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  March  9th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

This  day  I  was  favoured  with  Your  letter  of  the  25,h.  Ult°.'J 
together  with  the  inclosures,  part  of  what  is  therein  contained 
agrees  exactly  with  what  Killbucl \  ye.  Delaware  Cheif  has  in¬ 
formed  me.  — 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:664-66. 

2  Ante  pp.  603-5. 
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The  Six  Nations  not  being  yet  come  down  One  Nation  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  Other,  I  shall  treat  w'L  Killbuck  &ca  next  Week,  to 
prevent  any  farther  delay,  &  that  he  may  be  able  to  get  home  in 
proper  time.  — 

Andrew  the  Huron  may  have  been  misinformed  or  may  have 
exaggerated  the  Acctl.  of  the  partys  of  Northeren  Indians  Sent 
out  against  the  Shawanese  &ca.,  at  least  it  does  not  appear  verry 
probable  to  me.  — 

The  Delawares  at  Chenussio  have  I  hear  collected  all  their 
Prisoners  in  order  to  come  down,  and  the  Onondagaes  are  (by 
acctts.  recd.  this  Morning)  in  daily  expectation  of  them  the 
Senecas  &  Cayugaes,  but  by  what  I  can  find  the  Delaware  Cheifs 
are  cautious  of  ventureing  within  our  power,  which  occasions  the 
Delay,  in  short  I  dont  like  their  behavior  any  more  than  I  do 
that,  of  the  Senecas  of  Ohio,  or  ye.  Wiandots  of-Sandusky, 
whose  late  Speeches  amongst  one  another  are  none  of  the  most 
pacific.  The  word  of  any  French  man  obtains  Credit  imediately, 
they  almost  universally  beleive  that  the  French  are  comeing  with  a 
large  Force,  &  many  of  those  who  are  well  disposed  seem 
greatly  concerned  at  it.  —  However  absurd  this  notion  is,  it  may 
have  bad  effects  if  it  gains  farther  ground,  which  indeed  is  now 
impossible  to  prevent,  and  a  few  Ill  disposed  fellows  may  take 
Steps  which  may  draw  a  whole  Nation,  or  Nations  into  a 
War. — 

The  lower  Mohawks  sent  lately  to  warn  some  People  to  re¬ 
move  who  had  Settled  in  the  Kayadarosseras  Pattent  at  some  of 
their  best  hunting  places  near  Saraghtoga  Lake  &ca.  1  he  Settlers 
told  them  they  would  make  good  their  possession,  and  were  not 
afraid  of  them,  as  Several  People  of  consequence  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  preservation  of  that  Pattent,  to  this  transaction  I  was 
a  Stranger  till  a  few  days  ago.  The  Mohawks  came  here  in  a 
Body  whilst  I  was  in  meeting  with  some  Coghnawageys  &  upper 
Nations,  &  publickly  repeated  the  whole,  which  I  find  has 
already  propagated  itself  and  occasioned  the  Indians  to  say  that 
our  words  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and  that  whenever  it  is 
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in  our  power,  we  shall  Serve  them  much  worse  than  the  Mo¬ 
hawks,  the  Several  Circumstances  of  this  &  other  Frauds,  are 
properly  authenticated  &  laid  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  but  if 
nothing  is  done  in  any  of  these  Matters,  I  cannot  but  think  myself 
in  a  verry  odd  Scituation  after  explaining  to  the  Indians  so  many 
Proclamations  &ca  for  removeing  &  preventing  encroachments,  & 
doing  them  Justice,  all  of  which  I  have  repeatedly  assured  them 
they  may  rely  on.  - — 

I  have  received  letters  from  Mr.  Croghan  from  Carlisle1  on 
his  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  He  has  enclosed  me  Accts.  to  the  Am',  of 
£2043 .  .8.  .3  York  Currc>\,  over  &  besides  the  Credit  given  him 
in  Philadelphia,  and  given  drafts  on  me  for  that  Sum  to  Merch,s. 
there  payable  on  sight,  this  he  says  He  was  oblidged  to  do,  the 
better  to  ensure  Success,  &  because  the  Nations  he  has  to  pass 
thro,  expect  to  have  many  ordinary  Services  rewarded  with 
Silver  Works  &ca.,  of  wL  they  are  verry  fond.  —  as  he  has 
drawn  on  me  for  ye.  Money,  I  now  transmit  you  the  Acclt.,  &  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  yr.  Warrant  that  I  may  answer  the 
Draft,  as  also  that  for  the  Officers  and  Rangers  pay,  a  good 
deal  of  which  I  have  already  advanced,  to  answer  their  pressing 
necessities.  — 

I  dont  know  whether  I  clearly  comprehend  the  nature  of  the 
late  Orders  from  the  Treasury,  I  could  wish  I  knew  what  Articles 
require  Vouchers  from  me,  and  how  far  I  can  act,  as  Several 
Persons  on  different  Services  may  draw  upon  me  for  money,  when 
at  too  great  a  distance  to  get  their  Vouchers  timely,  &  y'.  at  a 
great  risque.  I  am  likewise  at  a  loss  to  know  what  will  be  deemed 
Authentic  Vouchers,  without  which,  I  may  be  a  considerable 
looser.  — 

The  Lords  of  Trade  have  in  their  Plan  Comprised  the  Illinois 
in  my  Department,  &  the  Duties  laid  on  the  Goods  to  be  sold 
there  (when  possessed  by  us)  makes  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Fund  wh.  is  to  defray  ye.  Expence  thereof,  w‘.  may  be  done 


1  See  February  18,  I  765,  ante  pp.  576-80, 
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since  I  am  a  Stranger  to,  but  they  properly  belong  to  this  District 
from  their  Alliance  &  Connection  with  ye.  Northeren  Indians  & 
Six  Nations.  — 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with 
the  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

Genrl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson, 
March  9th.  1 765. 
received  March  1  7th. 
Answered  — 


TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.L.S 7 

Johnson  Hall  March  9l,\  1765 

Sir  — 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  18th.  Ult°.,2  and  some 
time  ago  I  received  yours  from  NYork  I  have  also  received  a 
Draft  from  Messrs.  Baynton  &  Wharton  &ca.  for  £  1 9 1 0 .  .  1 0 
.  .2  York  Currcy.,  for  wh.  I  have  wrote  imediately  to  the  General 
for  his  Warrant  as  I  cant  pay  it  till  the  Warrant  comes,  wh.  must 
then  be  indorsed  &  Sent  down,  &  a  Sett  of  Receipts  sent  up  to 
me  to  sign,  all  which  forms  must  be  past  before  I  can  draw  on 
the  Paymaster.  I  hope  the  Articles  you  have  now  got  may 
Answer  your  purpose,  and  enable  You  to  effect  the  Plan  in¬ 
tended.  the  Wampum  &  Silver  Works  cannot  be  too  large  when 
necessarry  to  carry  the  point  provided  You  Succeed  as  I  sincerely 
wish.  — 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 

2  Ante  pp.  516-11 . 
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Killbuck  is  now  here,  verry  well  contented  and  seems  well 
disposed.  He  had  a  verry  tedious  Journey  &  has  been  hitherto 
delayed  here,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Delawares  with  Pris¬ 
oners  from  Chenussio,  but  as  they  are  not  yet  upon  their  March, 
I  shall  treat  with  him  in  a  few  days,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his 
Nation  in  time.  —  I  have  Spoken  with  Killbuck  on  the  Subject 
of  yr.  Journey,  and  he  agrees  in  opinion  that  the  best  method 
for  insureing  You  Success  will  be  that  of  Speaking  with  his  Na¬ 
tion  the  Shawanese  &ca.  about  it,  and  engageing  some  of  their 
Cheifs  to  Accompany  Y ou,  this  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  do  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  at  the  same  time  I  would  have  You  to  ob¬ 
serve  to  them  &  all  the  Nations  You  meet  with,  that  the  English 
haveing  Conquered  the  united  force  of  the  French  &  Indians, 
the  former  gave  up  of  course  the  Country  they  possessed,  & 
amongst  the  rest  the  Illinois,  now  to  be  taken  possession  of.  That 
the  English  have  no  Intention  by  such  possession  to  deprive  them 
either  of  their  possessions  or  hunting  Grounds,  but  to  open  a 
freindly  intercourse  &  Communication  with  them  thro  the  same 
Channel  of  the  French,  that  they  will  soon  find  the  good  effects 
of  our  freindship  &  Trade,  both  of  wh.  they  shall  enjoy  so  long 
as  they  continue  in  peace  &  alliance  with  us,  &  that  they  may 
rest  secured  we  have  no  Ambitious  motives,  or  any  views  beyond 
those  already  mentioned,  which  are  absolutely  essential  to  their 
Interest,  for  tho  we  can  well  do  without  them,  it  is  impossible  for 
them  at  present  to  do  without  us,  as  we  are  Masters  of  all  the 
Communications  to  their  Country,  and  as  the  Spaniards  who  are 
now  to  occupy  New  Orleans  are  implacable  Enemys  to  all 
Nats.  of  Indians. 

You  are  likewise  to  acquaint  them  at  the  Illinois  that  the  King 
is  disposed  to  shew  them  favour,  &  that  the  better  to  preserve 
Peace,  &  keep  up  a  Correspondence  with  them  he  has  appointed 
Deputys,  &  other  officers  in  my  Department  who  will  reside  in 
different  Quarters  for  the  Management  of  their  Affairs,  &  that  I 
shall  hold  General  Meetings  with  all  Nations  in  my  District  for 
the  Maintenance  of  Peace,  &  that  his  Majestys  favours  shall  be 
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occasionally  bestowed  upon  them  so  long  as  they  shall  deserve  it. 
by  preserving  Peace,  keeping  open  the  Communications  into  their 
Country,  &  avoiding  all  Persons  who  may  go  about  to  tell  them 
Lies,  &  false  Storys  of  our  Designs.  These  particulars  with 
those  recommended  by  the  Genr1.  will  serve  as  heads  of  w'.  will 
be  necessary  to  say  at  the  Illinois,  until  I  shall  have  another 
opertunity  of  writeing  You,  for  as  the  Genr1.  thinks  proper 
that  you  should  remain  there,  till  Matters  are  properly  settled,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  do  so.  As  he  does  not  approve  of  any 
appointments  as  yet.  — 

Pondiac  will  be  a  verry  proper  Person  to  make  a  freind  &  to 
Shew  favours  to  in  proportion  to  his  Alacrity,  if  his  doubts  and 
fears  are  once  removed  he  may  prove  of  great  Service.  Should 
anything  Obstruct  your  Journey  I  can  soon  hear  it,  if  not,  on  yr. 
Arrival  at  Illinois  Send  me  a  full  Detail  of  Tour  Journey,  Your 
Reception  there,  and  the  State  Number  &  Disposition  of  the 
Indians  &  Inhabit5.  As  also  let  me  hear  from  You  on  the  Road 
by  any  safe  opertunity  Above  all  endeavour  to  keep  up  a  good 
correspondence  between  the  Garrison  &  the  Indians,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  efface  those  prejudices  which  it  is  natural  for  Troops 
to  entertain  agst.  them,  on  this,  much  depends,  the  less  intercourse 
between  the  Soldiery  and  Indians  the  better,  but  let  that  inter' 
course  be  a  freindly  one,  by  these  measures,  &  by  a  due  caution 
against  the  Artifices  of  the  French  one  may  expect  the  peaceable 
possession  of  that  place  until  the  Indians  prejudices  are  removed, 
&  the  proper  officers  fixed  there,  &  at  the  other  posts  for  the 
management  of  the  Departin'. 

At  ye.  Illinois  give  the  Indians  a  good  Belt  in  my  name  to  in¬ 
vite,  &  welcome  them  into  the  Covenant  Chain,  &  to  open  the 
road  to  my  House  where  they  may  see  &  smoak  in  freindship  with 
their  Bretheren,  with  a  Caution  not  to  attend  to  any  news  but 
what  they  hear  from  me,  or  my  officers,  by  which  they  will  avoid 
being  imposed  upon,  and  when  there  endeavour  to  engage  three 
or  four  of  the  Illinois,  or  the  more  Distant  Ind*.  to  come  here 
w'L  your  Letter  or  otherwise,  where  they  shall  be  well  received, 
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&  sent  back  well  satisfied,  these  are  the  principal  Matters  wh. 
occur  to  me  at  present,  for  the  rest  you  must  act  to  the  best  of 
yr.  Judgement,  &  according  to  the  circumstances  of  Affairs,  trans¬ 
mitting  me  from  time  to  time  acctts.  of  w*.  passes  there.  —  I  shall 
be  glad  to  know  the  Sentiments  of  the  Inds.  that  way  concerning 
the  Confederacy  here. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  all  ye.  Success  imaginable  in  the 
undertaking,  &  a  Safe  return,  and  am 

Sir 

Yr.  Hearty  Freind, 

&  Affectt.  Humble  Servant 

George  Croghan  Esqr.  —  WM.  Johnson 

My  Family  all  desire  their 
Compliments,  &  wish  you  a  Safe 
&  Speedy  return.  — 

PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  MONROE  TO  JOHNSON 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Ne tv  YorI(  March  the  9th.  1765. 

To  the  Honble  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar',  his  Majesties  Super¬ 
intend*.  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  Department  of  North 
America.  &c  &c. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Monroe  sometime  since  appointed 
Guardian  to  manage  the  Affairs  of  Daniel  Nimham  the  Chief,  and 
other  Indians  of  the  Tribe  of  Wappinger 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth  unto  your  Honour. 

That  your  Petitioner  some  days  since  came  to  this  City  with 
the  Said  Daniel  Nimham  and  others  of  his  Tribe  to  crave  his 
Honour  the  Governor’s  Protection,  and  Assistance,  (agreeable 
to  his  Majesties’  Royal  Proclamation  bearing  Date  at  S'.  James’s 
the  9th.  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
three)  touching  several  Tracts  of  Land  in  the  County  of 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Dutchess,  and  Province  of  New  York,  which  they  the  said  Tribe 
of  Indians  alledge  have  been  much  encroached  upon,  and  from 
time  to  time,  illegally,  without  any  just  Right,  taken  from  them. 

That  a  Petition  setting  forth  such  their  Hardships  was  deliv¬ 
ered  to  his  Honor  the  Governor,  with  several  Papers,  and 
Vouchers  to  attest  the  truth  of  such  their  Complaints,  and  Right 
to  the  said  Lands.  Whereupon  his  Honour  was  pleased  to  call  a 
Council  on  Wednesday  the  sixth  day  of  this  Ins1,  to  examine  the 
matter  of  the  said  Complaint,  when  a  Deed  was  produced  which 
seemed  to  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Council,  that  the  sd.  Lands  had 
been  conveyed  by  the  Predecessors  of  the  said  Nimham,  and  his 
Tribe,  who  one,  and  all  deny  ever  to  have  knowledge  of  any 
such  Conveyance,  nor  is  any  valuable  Consideration  therein 
mentioned,  other  than  a  competent  Sum.  — 

That  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  that  the  sau^Nimham, 
and  other  Indians  shou’d  return  home,  and  acquaint  the  rest  of 
their  Tribe  therewith,  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  the  next 
day  your  Petitioner  was  taken  into  Custody  on  the  Warrant  here¬ 
unto  annexed  at  the  Instigation  of  the  Claimants  to  said  Lands. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  acted  as  Guardian  to  the  said  Indians 
to  manage  their  affairs  about  a  Year,  being  appointed  by  one  of 
the  Judges,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Peck-Capcy,1  in 
Dutchess  County,  and  as  the  charge  so  made  against  your  Peti¬ 
tioner  is  utterly  false,  he  therefore  most  humbly  prays  your 
Honour’s  Direction  therein  as  in  your  Honour’s  wise  Judgement 
shall  seem  meet. 

Same  Monroe  — 

FROM  JOHN  DUNCAN 

A.  L.  S. 

Schenectady  March  10[lh  1765 ] 

[  ] 

[  ]  now  to  Acknowledge  Your  favours  of  4th.  &  8th.  [  ] 


1  Poughkeepsie. 
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l  j  my  Painter  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  what  of  [  J 

[  memo]  randum  he  can  carry  &  is  of  most  use,  comes  with  [  ] 

[  ]  the  Fort  the  very  first  Oppertunity. 

[  ]  you  kindly  for  your  goodness  in  minding  to  Send  me  [  ] 

[  ]  Indian  Trade,  I  wish  I  cou’d  know  the  Rules  that  [  ] 

[  ]  Trader,  as  that  may  be  of  Some  Service,  being  deter  [ 

[  ]  lies,  that  all  concern’d  with  me  Shall  Act  Accor  [ 

[  ]  Canawage  Indian  delivered  me  the  letters.  You  [  ] 

[  ]oman  I  received  Yesterday  &  on  perusal  then  [  ] 

[  ]  Duke  Plantati  being  So  remarkable  place  its  [  ] 

[  ]  excluded,  it  also  semes  by  Mr.  Branahan  to  [  ] 

[  ] 

[W]henever  they  Young  Lady  you  mention  is  well  incl  [ 

[  ]  11  used  &  done  with  as  you  then  require.  [ 

[  ]  he  Again  promises  well.  The  Wenches  [ 

[  ]  A  Woman  in  the  Fort  a  wet  Nurseing  [ 

]  ry  done  on  that  Score,  be  pleas’d  to  [ 

]  was  to  happen  poor  Macomb,1  [ 

]  him,  &  been  there  Since  he  gave  up,  [ 

] ,  being  afraid  there  is  a  hiden  Moth  in  the 
]  be  easily  got  the  better  of,  &  otherwise  will  [ 

]  ous  Attempts,  which  is  the  very  devil,  a  [ 

]  worthy  man. 

Branahan  now  tells  me,  that  there  [  1 

]  but  to  Set  him  agoing  in  your  work,  and  [ 

]  they  can  be  got  up,  he  is  to  paper  Capt.  Cl  [aus 
]  you  can  have  him  at  will.  And  with  the  [ 

]  best  Compliments  of  all  this  Family  I  am 

Dr.  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedb 
Humble  Servant 

John  D  [uncan] 


1  John  Macomb. 
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INDORSED:1 

March  10th  1765 


Mr  Duncans  letter 
by  ye.  Painter 

FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S2 

Fort  Pitt  March  ye.  12th.  1765. 

Hond.  Sir 

I  Wrote  your  honour  on  My  A  Rivel  hear  as  also  the  Gineral, 
Sence  when  I  was  feaverd  with  yr.  honours  of  ye.  1  7th.  of  Jany.3 
for  wK  I  Return  My  Harty  thanks  as  itt  gives  Me  Greatt  plesher 
to  find  that  my  proceeding  to  this  post  att  ye.  Ginerals  Instance 
has  Meet  yr.  aperobation,  Nothing  wold  have  given  Me  More 
plesher  then  to  have  Wated  on  you  Butt  the  Gineral  was  affraid 
itt  wold  Take  up  two  much  Time  Plese  to  Accept  my  Greatfull 
acknoledgmts.  fer  the  Honour  you  have  Don  Me  in  Giveing  the 
apointmls.  of  the  Gentlemen  you  have  Menshond.  in  yours  and  I 
flater  my  Self  I  Shall  Neaver  abuse  yr.  Confidence  in  apointing 
any  person  wh.  is  Nott  Capable  of  the  Service  the  Gentleman  yr. 
honour  has  Chose  fer  Detroit  is  Cartianly  ye  properist  person  that 
Could  be  thought  of,  fer  them  pople  as  he  is  well  aquainted  with 
the  pople  &  Nature  of  Trade  there 

there  has  been  but  five  Indians  hear  as  yett  Butt  Some  I  have 
Seen  wh.  is  Very  Intilegant  &  by  what  I  Can  Larn  from  them  I 
Shall  be  able  to  Setle  Maters  with  those  Nations  to  My  Satisfac¬ 
tion  and  Engage  as  Many  as  I  May  Want  to  go  Down  to  the 
Ilinioes  with  Me  and  your  honour  May  be  AShurd.  that  I  Shall 
Do  Every  thing  in  My  Power  to  premote  ye  Good  of  his 
Majestys  Indian  Intrests  to  the  best  of  My  Judgment. 

1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 

3  Ante  pp.  536-38. 
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Agreeable  to  the  Ginerals  Instrutions  I  purchesd.  what  pres¬ 
ents  I  thought  absoloutly  Nesasary  fer  this  Service  and  Trans- 
mited  yr.  honour  ye.  Actfs.  and  Vouchers  from  Carlisle  6c  Drew 
on  yr.  honour  fer  the  Ballance  of  the  Acounts,  to  my  Great 
Surprise  this  Morning  I  Receive^.  a  Leter  from  ye  Commanding 
officer  att  bedferd1  a  Copey  of  wh.  I  enclose  you  aquainting  Me 
that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitance  of  Cumberland  County  had 
Waylaid  ye.  Road  Near  fort  Loudon  6c  burnt  6c  Distroyd.  Near 
a  hundred  horse  Load  of  goods  part  of  wh.  was  ye.  the  presents 
I  had  purchest  fer  presents,  as  you  will  See  by  Mr.  McCulloch 
Leter  to  Me.2  Such  an  outrage  6c  Insolance  in  ye.  face  of  boath 
Sivel  6c  Military  athouraty  Shure  Can  Newer  be  fergiven  Till 
the  perpetraters  are  brought  to  Justus  I  have  Wrote  ye.  Gineral 
on  this  Subject  6c  Inclose  your  Honour  a  Copy  for  yr.  perruseal 
heer  is  Very  Litle  Indian  goods  and  Such  as  is  is  Much 
Damidgd.  6c  when  things  are  Setled  with  the  Indians  6c  the  T rade 
opend.  fer  them  6c  No  Goods  to  be  Sold  them  hear  —  I  Dont 
know  what  ye.  Indians  May  think  of  itt,  as  they  Cant  Subsist 
without  Trade  Norr  will  itt  be  in  My  power  to  Satisfye  them 
without  granting  them  a  Trade  6c  Sufer  them  acasionly  to  pur- 
chess  Rum  on  those  Terms  I  Make  No  Doubt  of  Succeeding  on 
ye.  Service  I  am  going  on  I  hope  ye.  Gineral  will  1  ake  Such 
Meshers  as  May  Inable  Traders  to  bring  out  thire  goods  [  ]3  fe 
to  Trade  with  ye.  Indians  hear  as  on  itt  ye.  Good  of  ye.  Service 
Much  Depend  as  Soon  as  I  have  had  a  Conferance  with  those 
Nations  I  shall  Transmitt  yr.  honour  a  Copy  of  My  Transac¬ 
tions  with  them  wh.  I  hope  will  be  before  ye.  Last  of  this  Month 
plese  to  present  my  Complem,s.  to  all  the  Gentlemen  6c  Ladys,  I 
am  with  Great  Esteem  6c  Regard  your  Honours 

Most  obeident  6c  Most  humble  Servant 

Geo:  Croghan 


1  Fort  Bedford,  Pennsylvania. 

2  Nathaniel  McCulloh  to  George  Croghan,  March  12,  1  765. 

3  Manuscript  torn  at  this  point. 
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ADDRESSED : 

on  his  Majestys  Service 
To 

the  Honourable 
Sir  William  Johnson  Barr1, 
his  Majestys  Sole  agent  &  Superintendant 
fer  Indian  affairs  in  the  Northren  District 
of  North  AMarrica 
att 

Johnson  Hall 

NATHANIEL  McCULLOH  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy1 

Fort  Bedford,  /  2lh.  March  1765 

Sir  — 

This  day  a  Soldier  of  the  42d.  Regiment  from  Fort  Loudon2 
informs  me  that  the  Goods  for  you  to  be  served  out  to  the 
Indians,  were  burned,  and  destroyed  (except  a  few  Keggs)  by  a 
Set  of  Villains  that  attacked  the  Drivers  twelve  Miles  this  side 
of  Fort  Loudon.  —  those  Villains,  to  disguise  themselves,  black- 
ned  their  faces,  four  of  your  horses  were  killed.  —  the  rest  were 
allowed,  with  the  Drivers  to  return  to  Fort  Loudon.  —  the 
Soldier  is  not  certain,  whether  these  Keggs  contained  Powder,  or 
Rum.  my  Conjecture  is,  that  it  must  be  Powder,  as  the  Rascals 
were  affraid  to  destroy  it.  —  I  had  a  letter  by  the  same  Soldier 
from  the  commanding  Officer  at  Loudon;  he  mentions,  that  200 
Men  were  in  Arms  five  Miles  from  his  Post,  to  Stop  the  Goods 
from  getting  up;  the  Person  who  had  the  Charge  was  with 
Mr.  Grant.3  —  he  told  him  he  could  not  do  any  thing  in  it, 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  inclosed  in  Crog- 
han  to  Johnson,  March  12,  1765. 

*  In  Western  Pennsylvania,  near  present  town  of  Loudon,  Pa. 

3  Lieutenant  Charles  Grant,  of  42d  regiment,  commanded  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Highlanders. 
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unless  he  came  to  his  Post,  in  which  Case,  he  would  protect  him ; 
instead  of  that,  he  went  ten  Miles  another  road ;  had  he  came  by 
Loudon,  Mr.  Grant  assures  me  he  cou’d  prevail  on  the  Country 
People  to  lett  them  pass  unmolested.  —  some  of  these  Villains 
came  to  the  commanding  Officer  to  know  the  reason  why  these 
Goods  were  carrying  up;  —  he  told  him,  it  was  by  Col.  Bou¬ 
quet’s  Orders.  —  Mr.  Grant  further  informs  me  of  his  being  told 
that  there  were  upwards  of  a  100  Virginians  to  way  lay  them 
between  Loudon,  and  this  Post.  —  this  by  far  exceeds  the  Pax¬ 
ton  affair.  — 

I  am  &c  /c,.  1N 

(Signed)  — 

Nathl.  Mc  Cullock1 


P.S.  —  Upwards  of  1 00  horses  were  loaded  —  ] 
the  Soldier  says  that  Davis  the  horse  master 
knows  some  of  these  Villains  —  he  spoke 
to  them.  — 


FROM  JOHN  ALEXANDER  &  CO. 

A.  L.  S. 


[New  York  March  18,  1765] 
Sir 

Geo.  Croghan’s  bill  on  you  ^  £27  [1  to  the  order  of  Lieut.] 
Geo.  Mc.Dougal  payble.  24tb.  Ins',  being  Ind[orsed,  I] 
[Pre]sume  to  Ask  the  favour  of  your  ordering  [its] 

[paym]1.  here,  where  we  hope  it  will  be  equally  [convenient] 
for  you  to  pay  it  A  draft  on  your  [  ] 

will  be  doing  us  a  Service,  as  an  Opportuni  [ty] 

]  t  be  uncertain  —  Hopeing  you’ll  [ 

[  ]  om,  We  are  with  great  Respect 

Sir 

Y our  very  hu  [  mble  ] 

J.  Alexander  &  Co.,] 


1  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  McCulloh  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant 
at  Fort  Bedford. 
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ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Honble. 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*. 

at 

Johnson  Hall 


INDORSED:1 


[  ] 

of  Mr.  Croghans  on  me 

for  £271  .  .  — .  . — 

Ansd  1 2th  April 


FROM  THOMAS  NINEGRETT 
Contemporary  Copy 2 3 

Charlestown  March  20th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

I  am  now  permitted  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  2d.  of 
December"  last,  and  find  some  Complaints  have  reached  your 
Ears  of  my  Selling  Lands,  belonging  to  my  Tribe.  I  am  fully 
persuaded,  had  you  received  an  Impartial  Representation  of  the 
several  deep,  and  unjust  Designs  of  many  of  the  Complainants, 
and  their  Council,  You  would  have  given  them  a  different 
Answer.  — 

To  mention  all  the  Particulars  relating  to  my  Lands  wou’d 
far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  Letter.  I  shall  only  notice  a  few,  and 
point  out  the  unjust  Designs  of  the  smaller  Part  of  my  Tribe, 
headed,  and  prompted  on  by  their  Council  at  Law,  by  whose 
means  one  half  of  the  Lands  are  Dissipated  in  defending  the 
many  litigious  Suits  at  Law  he  has  been  Instrumental  in  bring¬ 
ing.  — 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand  except  “Ansd  12th  April.” 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  original  in  muti¬ 
lated  form  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:687-90. 

3  Not  found. 
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Great  part  of  my  Lands  for  70  Years  past  hath  been  Rented 
to  White  People  under  Leases  agreeable  to  English  Laws,  pay¬ 
ing  Annual  Rents.  About  twenty  Years  since  a  pretended 
Sachim  set  up  his  Title  to  these  Lands,  not  as  Sachem,  but 
Heir  at  law.  —  My  Father,  then  Sachim,  brought  a  Writ  of 
Ejectment  in  Common  law  against  one  of  the  Tenants,  as  the 
lawful  heir  and  sole  Proprietor,  in  which  Action  he  obtained  two 
Verdicts  of  Jury,  as  also  many  more  of  the  same  kind,  his 
Opponent  appealed  to  the  King,  and  Council,  but  not  Prose¬ 
cuting  it  in  due  time,  was  Foreclosed  from  the  benefit  of  it.  in 
which  time  my  father  died,  whereupon  I  was  Crowned,  and  took 
Possession  of  Said  Estate  by  my  Guardians  appointed  by  the 
Authority  of  this  Government,  who  Leased,  and  Received  the 
Rents  in  my  name  during  my  Minority,  the  former  pretended 
Heir  renewed  his  Claim,  and  brought  many  Suits  at  Law  for 
Recovery  thereof,  in  all  which  I  Prevailed  against  him.  — 
upwards  of  twenty  Verdicts  of  Jury  are  now  Recorded  in  my 
favor  —  upon  the  whole,  Application  being  made  to  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  praying  Liberty  to  Renew  the  Appeal,  which  was 
Granted  in  the  life  time  of  my  Father.  —  My  Council  finding  no 
end  to  the  Litigious  Suits,  came  to  this  Agreement,  that  my 
Opponent  shou’d  be  stopped  from  bringing  any  more  Suits  at 
law,  until  said  Appeal  so  Revived  shou’d  be  determined  before 
the  King  in  Council,  which  the  Government  Ratified  by  making 
an  Act  for  that  Purpose,  my  Opponent,  thereupon  sent  home  the 
Appeal,  but  his  Council  at  London  returned  a  State  of  the  Case 
with  his  Opinion  that  it  wou’d  be  needless  to  enter  it,  as  his  Claim 
was  erroneous,  and  ill  grounded,  therefore  it  remained  ’till  the 
time  of  Entry  was  elapsed,  and  my  Council  moved  for  a  Dis¬ 
mission,  which  being  granted,  was  sent  over  under  the  broad  Seal 
with  a  Bill  of  Cost  taxed,  of  £70  Ster§.  —  which  the  Securities 
of  my  Opponent  paid;  and  thus  ended  my  Disputes  in  law, 
respecting  my  Title  in  Common  law.  — 

A  few  Years  after,  my  Opponent  having  Inlisted  in  the 
Colony  Service  for  the  Expedition  against  Canada,  offered  to 
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give  me  a  Quit  Claim,  if  I  wou’d  give  a  Consideration  for  support 
of  his  Mother,  which  he  shou’d  leave,  in  Case  of  his  Death.  — 
therefore  in  Order  to  put  a  final  Stop  to  all  his  litigious  Suits,  I 
gave  him  £500  Sters.,  and  Received  his  Quit  Claim.  —  Where¬ 
fore  as  I  sue,  and  am  Sued  at  Common  Law,  Lease  out  my 
Lands  in  my  own  Right,  and  name  which  are  Taxed  for  the 
Support  of  Government,  as  other  his  Majestys  Subjects  are,  and 
in  all  Respects  obliged  to  Conform  to  the  Common  Law  of  the 
Realm,  I  therefore  conceive  my  Situation  to  be  very  different 
from  those  Savages,  and  uncivilized  People,  over  whom  his 
Majesty  has  authorized  you  to  Superintend.  —  If  I  usurp  any 
thing  beyond  my  legal  Right,  the  Authority  of  this  Colony  have 
ever  taken  it  upon  them  to  Superintend  it,  who  being  upon  the 
Spot  must  be  Judges  of  the  Circumstances  attending  this  matter, 
by  whose  Determination  I  ever  have,  and  am  still  steady  to 
Abide.  —  And  in  regard  to  my  Selling  Lands  belonging  to  the 
Tribe,  I  know  of  none  they  are  possessed  of,  but  what  the 
Sachim  allowed  him  [them]1  to  Improve,  for  which  they  always 
pay  him  a  Tribute  at  his  Coronation.  —  but  admit  the  Tribe  have 
some  Right  to  such  Lands  as  they  for  many  Years  have  Im¬ 
proved,  it  is  false  for  them  to  say  I  have  Sold  any  Land  under 
their  Actual  Improvement,  neither  have  I  any  such  Intention, 
but  have  been  ever  ready,  and  am  still  so,  to  sign  such  Con¬ 
veyances  to  the  whole  Tribe  as  a  Joint  Body  of  such  Part  of  the 
Lands  as  they  have  Improved,  and  to  remain  as  an  Estate  in 
Perpetuum  for  the  use  of  the  whole  Tribe,  and  their  Posterity, 
which  ought  to  be  Sufficient  to  Satisfy  any  undesigning  People; 
the  Reasonableness,  and  Equity  of  which,  our  General  Assembly, 
last  month,  was  sensible  of,  as  they  had  some  time  before  Peti¬ 
tioned  the  Assembly  praying  those  Lands  might  be  set  off  to 
them.  —  Upon  due  Examination  after  many  hearings  given 
their  Council  they  drew  the  Curtain,  and  nothing  less  was  Re¬ 
quired  but  my  giving  particular  Deeds  to  every  Individual  and  in 


1  So  in  original  letter. 
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such  Proportion  as  they  had  pleased  to  allot,  whereby  a  few  de¬ 
signing  Crafty  ones  wou’d  get  four  fifths,  and  what  wou’d  Se¬ 
cure  those  from  soon  Dissipating,  (as  they  are  but  Indians)  if 
they  have  a  Power  to  Convey  it.  — 1  Upon  the  whole  as  the 
Government  for  upwards  of  Seventy  Years  has  Superintended 
all  Disputes  relative  to  my  Lands,  who  Tax  them  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Internal  Government,  and  whose  Laws  I  am  held  to 
Obey,  consequently  I  have  the  same  Right  of  Protection  both 
in  Body,  and  State,  and  whatever  be  their  Determination  I  shall 
chearfully  Acquiesce  in  — 

I  am  much  Obliged  for  your  kind  Interposition,  and  was  it 
possible  you  cou’d  be  made  acquainted  with  every  Circumstance, 
wou’d  chearfully  Submit  to  your  equitable  Determination.  —  I 
am  in  hopes  they  may  be  convinced  of  the  Equity  of  my  Offer 
soon,  and  put  an  end  to  the  Dispute  —  I  am  &c  — 

Thomas  Ninegrett 

FROM  MATTHEW  ROBINSON 
Contemporary  Copy2 

S°.  Kingston  Rhode  Island  March  20lh.  1765. 

Sir  — 

Your  favorable  Reception  of  my  late  Application  to  you  in 
behalf  of  some  of  the  Naraganset  Indians,  with  the  Promise  you 
are  pleased  to  make  me  in  your  kind  Letter  of  the  2d.  of  Decemr. 
last3  of  looking  into,  and  Examining  their  Papers  I  sent  you,  by 
Toby  Chadwick  emboldens  me  to  trouble  you  again  which,  cou’d 
these  poor  People  have  got  Redress  here,  wou’d  have  been  Pre¬ 
vented.  — 


1  Omitted  in  this  copy  at  this  point,  but  in  original:  “this  time  being 
understood  and  their  designs  thoroughly  discovered,  the  Genh  Assembly 
Rejected  their  Petition.” 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7.  The  L.S.  in 
mutilated  form  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:690-93.  It  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  petition  of  the  Indians  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode  Island. 

3  Not  found. 
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Pray  suffer  me,  Sir,  to  inform  you  that,  agreeable  to  your 
hint  in  the  Postcript  of  your  Letter,  I  continued  my  Addresses  to 
our  Gen1.  Assembly  to  get  the  Affair  ended  in  this  Government, 
but  to  no  Purpose:  for  after  many  Continuances,  that  Court 
thought  proper  in  their  Session  last  Febry  entirely  to  Vote  out  my 
Clients’  Petition  as  you  will  see  by  a  Copy  of  it,  &  the  several 
Votes  upon  it  duely  attested  by  the  Clerk  of  the  lower  House  of 
Assembly,  without  further  Restricting  Tom  the  Sachim  from 
Selling  Lands ;  by  which  means  he  is  left  to  his  own  Will,  and  I 
am  informed  has  sold  two  fine  Farms  Since,  and  will  Sell 
more  doubtless  to  the  great  hurt  if  not  entire  Ruin  of  his  T ribe.  — 
the  bearer  Toby  can  inform  you  at  large. 

Perhaps  you  may  wonder  Sir  at  the  Conduct  of  our  General 
Court;  but  it  is  easily  Accounted  for,  when  it  is  Considered  that 
two  of  the  Members  of  that  Court  were  Creditors  fotJTom  the 
Sachem,  one  for  a  Sum  (I  am  told)  not  less  than  8000A  our 
Curr^y.,  and  the  other  for  better  than  6000£.,  —  and  that  many 
others  (People  of  Influence)  are  his  Creditors  to  the  Amount 
(as  it  is  said)  of  60,  or  70,000£.  our  money,  by  whose  means 
the  poor  honest  Petrs.  Address  was  thrown  out,  and  Tom  left 
at  liberty  to  Sell,  and  has  already  sold  a  fine  Farm,  or  two  (as 
Toby  can  acquaint  you)  to  one  of  these  Members,  namely  Mr. 
Gideon  Hoxsie,  —  and  it  is  very  likely  Mr.  Robert  Potter  the 
other  Member  will  soon  have  more  Land  for  his  Debt.  —  My 
Clients  desire  me  to  acquaint  you.  Sir,  that  their  Sachem  Tom 
has  taken  away  their  fields,  and  Meadows  from  them,  and  given 
some  to  one,  &  Sold  some  to  others.  —  He  has  also  taken  away 
from  them  two  Saw  Mills  which  they  built  themselves,  —  that 
by  Selling  away  their  Meadows  they  are  deprived  of  getting  to 
the  Salt  Water  for  fishing,  the  Wayes  they  had  ever  used  time 
out  of  mind.  —  that  about  forty  Acres  of  their  land  granted  to 
the  Royal  Society  for  a  Church  of  England,  he  Suffers  Colonel 
Champlin,  or  some  of  his  family  to  keep  Possession  of,  and 
Occupy  it  without  the  least  Benefit  to  the  Society,  or  Church,  or 
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Indians,  as  T oby  can  inform  you  at  large.  —  They  desire  me  to 
Recommend  to  you  Tom  Coyhies  the  Son  of  Ephraim  Coyhies 
who  goes  with  Toby,  and  pray  the  favor  of  you  to  hear  his 
Story  of  Tom,  the  Sachem’s  treatment  to  him  about  his  House  & 
Land.  — 

As  our  General  Court  will  not  help  these  poor  People  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  whole  Tribe,  (many  of  whom  Tom  has  so  blinded  as 
to  get  [them]  to  his  Party)  they,  and  their  families  must  shortly 
be  miserable  Objects  of  Compassion  unless  your  Honour  will 
Interpose  in  their  behalf.  — 

My  Clients  are  the  most  sensible  part,  and  see  their  utter  Ruin 
at  hand,  &  pray  most  earnestly  that  you  will  Relieve  them,  and 
until  your  more  arduous  affairs,  (which  I  am  sensible  you  have 
many  on  your  hands)  will  permit  you  to  attend  to  this  Complaint, 
they  pray  yr  honor  to  send  down  with  proper  Authority,  an  In¬ 
junction,  or  Prohibition,  or  what  else  you  shall  think  best,  to 
Tom  the  Sachim  to  prevent  his  Selling  any  more  Lands  till  the 
whole  Cause  of  Complaint  shall  be  heard,  and  Concluded  upon, 
as  his  Majesty,  or  your  Honor  shall  direct.  —  And  as  Tom 
conceals  the  Letter  you  wrote  to  him1  from  publick  Notice  as 
also  from  my  Clients,  he  has  the  Advantage  of  us,  —  therefore 
if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  the  Indians  will  be  extremley  obliged  to 
you  in  letting  me  know  what  you  write  to  him  about  this  Matter 
he  derides  our  application  to  your  Honor,  as  having  no  Right  to 
intermeddle  herein,  and  threatens  high,  as  they  tell  me,  —  Toby 
can  inform  you  fully;  —  he  also  can  acquaint  you  of  the 
Answer  he  made  when  he  Received  your  Letter  to  him.  —  I 
send  you  also  the  Original  Petition  of  Ephraim  Coyhies,  and 
Sam  Niles  to  the  Assembly  last  Febry.  praying  to  Restrict  Tom 
from  Selling  Land,  which  was  Rejected.  —  If  these  things  can  be 
finished  so  as  to  save  their  Estates,  the  Indians  desire  me  to  let 
you  know  that  they  wou’d  be  very  fond  of  having  a  School 
Settled  amongst  them  upon  the  Establishment  of  the  Royal  So- 

1  Of  December  2,  1  764,  mentioned  in  Ninegrett  to  Sir  William  of 
March  20,  1765,  but  not  found. 
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ciety  for  the  Propogation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts,  which 
they  hear  is  done  for  many  other  Tribes  less  Civilized  than 
this.  —  but  the  grand  Point  seems  necessary  at  first  to  be 
Settled,  namely,  whether  they  shall  have  any  Estate,  or  not,  as  a 
Tribe,  which  at  present  seems  to  be  out  of  the  power  of  all  Man¬ 
kind  to  Settle  unless  it  be  by  his  Majesty,  or  you,  his  Super- 
intendant.  their  Condition  calls  very  loudly  for  such  help  in  this 
their  Distress,  and  I  beseech  your  Honor  to  assist  them  in  what 
you  can,  else  they  are  gone  for  ever. 

I  am  Sir  — 

Your  most  Obed*.  &c. 

Mw.  Robinson 


FROM  JOHN  PENN 

A.  L.  S 7  _ 

Philadelphia  March  21st.  /  765  — 

Sir  — 

An  unfortunate  accident  has  lately  happened  upon  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  this  Province,  which,  as  it  may  have  some  effect  upon 
Indian  Affairs,  I  think  it  necessary  to  make  you  acquainted  with. 

A  very  large  Quantity  of  Indian  goods  said  to  amount  to  the 
value  of  Twenty  thousand  Pounds  or  as  some  people  say  thirty 
thousand  has  been  lately  transported  from  this  City  to  the  Fron¬ 
tiers,  with  a  design  of  being  sent  to  Fort  Pitt,  to  carry  on  a  trade 
with  the  western  Indians,  contrary  to  his  Majestys  Royal  Proc¬ 
lamation  of  the  seventh  of  October  1  7 63,  which  expressly  pro¬ 
hibits  any  person  whatsoever  from  trading  with  the  Indians  with¬ 
out  a  Licence  from  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  where  such  person  resides,  no  application  for  any  such 
Licence  has  been  made  to  me  upon  the  present  occasion;  and 
indeed  had  that  been  the  case,  I  most  certainly  should  not  have 
complied  with  it. 

General  Gage  having  sometime  since  desired  to  know  my  sen- 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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timents  upon  the  Subject  of  opening  an  Indian  trade  in  this 
Province,  I  wrote  to  him  that  I  very  much  diapproved  of  such  a 
measure  as  yet,  as  it  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  Conse¬ 
quences  ’till  the  Delawares  &  Shawanese  had  actually  ratified 
and  concluded  a  Peace  with  You  agreeable  to  their  engage¬ 
ments;  especially  as  the  hostages  of  the  latter  had  made  their 
Escape  from  Fort  Pitt. 

On  the  sixth  of  this  month,  about  eighty  horses  loaded  with 
these  goods  had  proceeded  on  their  way  to  Fort  Pitt  as  far  as 
Sideling  Hill,  when  they  were  met  by  a  Party  of  armed  men  in 
disguise  supposed  to  be  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  of  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  this  Province,  who  after  having  acquainted  the 
Carriers  with  their  determination  that  no  ammunition  or  other 
goods  should  be  carried  among  the  Indians,  till  they  had  actually 
restored  all  the  English  prisoners,  &  concluded  a  Peace  with  us, 
proceeded  by  threats  and  shooting  some  of  the  horses,  to  compel 
the  drivers  to  lay  down  their  loads  &  go  off;  they  then  instantly 
destroyed  the  greatest  part  of  the  goods  by  setting  fire  to  them, 
and  the  drivers  returned  with  the  remainder  of  their  horses  to 
Fort  Loudon. 

It  is  pretended  by  the  gentlemen  who  sent  up  the  goods,  that 
they  were  the  property  of  the  Crown  and  were  going  up  under 
the  Protection  of  Mr.  Croghan1  as  deputy  agent  for  Indian 
Affairs  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  as  presents  to  the  Indians.  But 
this  is  generally  believed  to  be  only  a  Cover  for  a  private  Con¬ 
cern. 

Col:  Bouquet2  assures  me  that  he  gave  positive  orders  to  the 
Officers  commanding  at  the  different  Posts  upon  the  Communica¬ 
tion  to  suffer  no  goods  to  pass  but  such  as  should  be  certified  to 
belong  to  the  Crown  and  to  take  an  exact  account  of  all  the 
goods  they  permitted  to  pass,  but  it  seems  the  abovementioned 
goods  were  not  carried  up  along  the  great  Publick  road  by  way 


1See  Croghan  to  Johnson,  March  12,  1  765,  ante  pp.  633-34. 

2  Colonel  Henry  Bouquet. 
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of  the  Forts  Loudon  &  Lyttleton,  but  through  private  Roads  to 
the  southward  of  those  Posts.  Upon  the  whole  there  is  very 
little  reason  to  doubt  but  these  goods  are  private  Property;  and 
I  have  some  reason  to  believe  Mr.  Croghan  is  interested  therein, 
&  concerned  in  a  secret  scheme  of  prosecuting  a  profitable 
Indian  trade. 

However  these  things  may  be,  nothing  can  exculpate  the 
people  who  have  had  the  villainy  to  commit  this  outrageous  act; 
all  proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  bring  the  offenders  to  Justice.  I 
am  immediately  going  upon  a  Journey  to  the  Frontiers,  where  I 
expect  to  get  more  Intelligence  relating  to  this  disagreeable  affair. 
I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you  any  further 
Circumstances,  that  may  be  worthy  Your  notice. 

I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  give  You  this  account  of  the 
matter  and  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  how  far  Mr. 
Croghans  Instructions  justify  him  in  taking  so  very  large  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  Goods  among  the  Indians  &  whatever  else  you  may  think 
proper  to  communicate  to  me  upon  the  subject.  I  am  with  great 
regard 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv1. 

John  Penn 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1. 

indorsed:1 

Govr.  Penns  Letter 


FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

L.  S.2  . 

Fort  Pitt  March  21 sl.  1 765 — 


Honoured  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  you  last  there  has  but  few  Indians  Arrived  here, 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection.  Crog- 
han’s  signed  draft  of  this  letter  is  also  in  this  collection.  It  varies  in  re¬ 
gard  to  Croghan’s  original  spelling,  and  lacks  the  postscript. 
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Owing  I  believe  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  as  I  never  knew 
so  severe  a  Winter,  and  Spring,  at  this  place;  since  I  have  been 
acquainted  with  this  Country. 

The  1  7th.  Inst,  a  Frenchman  One  Mr.  Maisonville,  and  An¬ 
drew  a  Huron  Indian  Arrived  here  from  Detroit,  with  letters 
from  Col1.  Campbell,  for  the  General,  and  Your  Honour:  as 
Col1.  Campbell’s  letter  contain’d  a  Conference  which  he  held 
with  the  Powtowatamies  on  Acc*.  of  two  men  that  was  Kill’d 
last  Fall  near  Detroit,  I  took  the  liberty  to  open  it,  and  take  a 
Copy  of  the  Conference  as  it  may  be  of  Use  to  me  in  my  trans¬ 
actions  with  those  Nations. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  Mr.  Alexander  McKee’s  Acc,s.  against 
the  Crown  since  the  1st.  of  May  1  763,  with  the  several  Vouchers, 
with  his  receipt  for  the  amount,  and  likewise  his  Account  with 
Your  Honour,  where  he  has  given  you  Credit  for  what  he  re¬ 
ceived,  the  BalH  being  £425  .  .  2 .  .  11  Pennsylv3.  Currency 
eaqual  to  £453.  .9.  .  10  New  York  Curry.  I  have  paid  him,  as 
he  wanted  the  money  much,  &  taken  his  Receipt  on  Your  Acc'. 
which  I  inclose  you  with  the  other  Accounts  &  Vouchers.  I  have 
drawn  on  Your  Honour,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Wharton  for 
the  ballance  of  Mr.  McKee’s  Accounts  I  have  settled  with  him 
up  to  the  24th.  of  this  Month  which  your  Honour  will  see  by  the 
Accls.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  what  the  several  Sallerys  are  to  be, 
at  those  posts;  and  how  the  Persons  are  to  be  employ’d;  when 
convenient  to  Your  Honour. 

Mr.  Maisonvill  is  one  of  the  Frenchmen  Col1.  Bradstreet  em¬ 
ploy’d  to  go  with  Mesages  from  Sanduskie  last  Fall  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  Indian  Nations  Residing  in  the  Iloinois  Country,  and  on  the 
Ouabache,  to  invite  them  to  a  meeting  at  Detroit  next  Spring; 
and  inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  the  Indians  Answers  to  those  Mesages 
for  your  Honours  perusal. 
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Lieu’.  Frasier1  of  the  late  77th.  Regim*.  was  sent  with  me,  by 
the  General ;  with  letters  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Iloinois;  and  by  my  Instructions,  when  matters  were  settled  with 
those  Nations  here,  and  those  at  the  Iloinois,  I  was  to  furnish  him 
with  a  party  of  Indians,  to  proceed  down  the  Misisipi,  to  Treat 
with  such  Nations  as  lived  on  that  River,  in  Order  to  facilitate 
the  March  of  Major  Loftes2  or  Major  Farman,3  with  the  34th. 
Regim*.  to  the  Iloinois.  A  few  days  ago  he  acquainted  Major 
Murray,4  and  me  that  as  the  Indians  hereabouts  was  not  come 
in,  he  could  not  wait  any  longer  but,  wou’d  proceed  with  his 
letters  and  apply  d  to  me  for  an  Interpreter  and  some  Indians 
to  go  with  him,  which  I  have  given  him  that  the  service  might 
not  suffer  for  any  assistance  I  could  afford  it,  but  he  goes 
without  Major  Murray’s  or  my  approbation.  Major  Murray  has 
furnish’d  him  with  a  Boat,  and  Men.  I  wish  his  Journey  may  be 
attended  with  Success.  Please  to  present  my  Compliments  to  all 
the  Gentlemen,  and  Ladies.  I  am  with  great  Esteem  and  regard. 

Your  Honours  Most — 
Humble  Servant.  — 
Geo:  Croghan 

To  the  Honourable 

Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet 

P  :S  — 

Sir 

Before  I  had  time  to  close  my  letter  the  Indian  Messengers 
which  I  had  sent  for  them,  had  return’d,  and  informs  me  that  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese,  Dellaweres,  and  Sanduskie 
Indians,  will  be  here  in  four  or  five  days. 

1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser. 

2  Major  Arthur  Loftus. 

3  Major  Robert  Farmar. 

4  Major  William  Murray,  commanding  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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INDORSED:1 

Fort  Pitt  March  21s*.  1765 


Mr.  Croghans  Letter 
with  Acct,s.  &  Vouchers 

TO  PETER  HASENCLEVER 

Df. 

[Johnson  Hall  March  22,  1765 ] 

[  ] 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  fav[our  ] 

of  this  Ins*  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  [my  letter  to 
Gen1  Gage  relative  to  you  has  proved  agreably  [  ] 

glad  to  promote  your  designs  or  afford  you  any  [ 
power,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  our  Acquaintance  [ 

Mutual  Advantage  to  each  other.  — 

My  Lands  are  in  general  Extremely  good,  [ 

[]  than  any  Tract  in  the  Country,  and  are  in  a  very  good  [  ] 

being  partly  within  less  than  40  Miles  of  what  may  be  [ 

Seaport,  to  which  the  communication  is  very  easy  a  [ 

An  advantage  not  to  be  easily  met  with  in  any  of  the  Neig  [ 
Governments,  as  their  good  Land  lies  at  a  Considerable  [ 
from  any  Convenient  Water  Communication,  the  o[ 
is  that  from  the  fertility  of  the  Soil,  it  is  very  thick  [ly  wooded] 
but  this  tho’  it  may  retard  the  improvements  of  p[eople 
who  have  no  hands  to  assist  them,  may  nevertheless  pr[ove  a  ] 
recommendation  for  many  more  important  purposes  [ 
toilsome  employment  has  never  yet  enabled  me  to  [ 

I  am  now  about  erecting  a  Little  Town  in  a  very  [ 
for  Tradesmen  and  Artificers  which  are  very  much  [ 
these  parts  as  those  who  profess  Trades  here  a  [ 

Workmen,  and  partly  from  their  having  farms  h[ave 
general  of  a  Lazy  disposition  are  negligent  of  t  [ 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 


PETER  HASENCLEVER 
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The  Artificers  I  mean  are  such  as  are  imed  [ 

without  whom  the  Farmers  &  Settlers  must  [ 

have  their  Implements  and  other  Articles  [  ] 

very  Sensible  of  the  Justness  of  your  [ 

to  the  Society’s  establishing  Manufactories  ] 

[  ]  effected  so  as  to  answer  any  purpose  [  ] 

[  poss]  ibility  of  procuring  a  Sufficient  [  ] 

[  an] y  Terms  which  may  answer,  neither  [  ] 

[  ]  husbandry  without  prejudicing  that  [  ] 

[  ]  the  pursuit  which  at  the  same  time  that  [  ] 

[  ]  easiness  in  England  is  capable  of  answering 

]  purposes  if  properly  conducted  in  all  its  bran[ches] 
I  find  you  are  largely  engaged  in  the  Iron  Wo[rk  ] 

[in  whi]ch  I  heartily  wish  you  Success,  and  at  the  same  [ 

[  gl]ad  to  find  they  have  turned  out  so  advantageously  [  ] 

[  m]  ention.  — 

As  I  am  to  Expect  the  favor  of  Seeing  you  [  ] 

shall  deferr  any  farther  particulars  for  the  pres[ent 
Season  will  then  be  very  agreable  here,  and  I  hope  [  ] 

Journey  may  prove  to  your  Satisfaction,  as  I  am 

Sir 

Your  Sincere  W[  el  wisher] 

&c 

[Peter]  Hasenclever  Esqr 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.  S } 

Johnson  Hall  March  22*.  1765  — 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  both  your  Letters  of  the  tenth  Ins*.,2 
and  shall  leave  nothing  undone  in  my  power  for  effecting  the 
purposes  of  the  Traders  Mem1.,  tho  I  apprehend  it  will  not  be 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:698-700. 

2  One  of  that  date  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers ,  4:667-68. 
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easy  to  get  them  a  Tract  of  Land  as  the  Ohio  Indians  will 
doubtless  say  that  the  Land  in  that  Country  can  only  be  con¬ 
veyed  by  ye.  Six  Nations  and  the  latter  will  not  be  verry  willing 
to  part  with  any  Quantity,  however  I  shall  try  for  it.  — 

I  have  also  received  the  Copy  of  Caph  Murrays  Letter,1  with 
that  of  the  Speech,  from  which  and  the  Safe  Arrival  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginians  with  Prisoners,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  the  Shawanese 
will  make  good  their  engagements.  The  Mohawks  &ca.  are  like¬ 
wise  arrived  here  from  ye.  Ohio  and  report  favourably  of  them. 
There  are  nevertheless  Several  ill  disposed  Indians  under  French 
influence,  and  Accompanied  by  some  of  that  Nation  now  amongst 
the  Several  Nations  of  Indians  whom  they  are  endeavouring  to 
stirr  up  to  War,  by  everry  means  in  their  power. 

As  to  Killbuck2  I  have  known  him  for  some  time,  and  his 
character,  he  appears  to  act  verry  open,  and  expresses  himself 
with  a  freedom  &  plainness  not  usual  amongst  Indians,  He  was 
one  of  those  who  met  the  Army  last  Year  at  Sandusky,  after  its 
return  from  Detroit,  at  which  time  it  appears  clearly  that  he  was 
not  so  much  as  heard,  altho  He  earnestly  desired  to  speak  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  on  Several  Subjects,  so  that  the  Army 
could  not  have  been  amused  by  him  as  he  was  not  attended  to, 
tho’  I  beleive  they  were  too  easily  persuaded  by  many  Indians 
who  politically  came  to  retard  their  Motions.  — 

The  Person  whom  I  sent  to  Niagra  with  Your  Dispatches  is 
returned  with  an  Ondaga  Indian  who  Accompanied  him,  and  has 
brought  me  amongst  others  a  letter  to  You  wh.  I  herewith  enclose, 
by  him  I  find  that  the  Indians  are  all  on  their  way  to  Onondaga,  & 
will  be  accompanied  by  the  Squashcutter  &ca.  here.  Their  delay 
hitherto  has  been  cheifly  owing  to  their  apprehensions,  and  the 
little  reliance  they  have  upon  us,  they  are  likewise  full  of  ye.  report 
that  we  intend  to  extend  our  Settlements,  and  the  Affair  of  Kaya- 

1  See  William  Murray  to  Henry  Bouquet,  January  31,  1765,  ante 
pp.  557-59.  Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment  was  the  com¬ 
mandant  at  Fort  Pitt. 

2  Alias  Bemineo,  a  Delaware  Chief. 
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darosseros  Patent  of  which  the  Mohawks  complained  to  the  rest 
some  time  ago,  Induces  them  to  think  we  shall  shew  little  favour 
to  them,  this  arose  from  an  application  of  the  Mohawk  Cheifs 
to  some  People  whom  they  found  lately  settled  thereon,  to  remove, 
which  they  refused,  adding  that  they  would  be  well  supported, 
and  tho  the  Government  should  order  them  off,  they  would  not 
comply,  on  my  representation  of  which,  the  Govr.  &  Council  have 
now  ordered  a  process  on  a  Scire  facias  against  the  Pattent,  but 
such  proceedings  are  Slow,  and  of  uncertain  Issue,  and  unless  a 
method  is  fallen  upon  for  obtaining  Justice  in  a  summary  way,  A 
Superintendant  has  no  business  to  tell  the  Indians  that  they  shall 
not  be  wronged  or  imposed  upon.  —  I  have  not  received  any 
Minit  of  ye.  Treasury  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  any  other 
Office,  &  therefore  the  Expences  incurred  in  my  Department  to 
this  time,  cannot  I  apprehend  be  affected  by  any  order  I  was  un¬ 
acquainted  with.  —  I  have  used  more  Oeconomy  than  the  Service 
would  well  admit  of,  at  the  same  time  I  know  the  Acctts.  are  as 
large  as  they  are  unavoidable,  and  unless  the  Department  is  verry 
speedily  Settled  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  carrying 
on  the  Service,  as  many  Acctts.  are  daily  &  will  be  brought  to  me, 
&  sums  drawn  for  Expences  necessarily  incurred  the  reasonable¬ 
ness  of  which  I  am  fully  persuaded  of.  — 

I  have  been  oblidged,  to  cloath  &  make  presents  to  all  the 
Inds.  who  were  on  Service  last  Year,  &  thereby  lost  their  Hunts, 
as  well  as  to  provide  a  Suitable  Present  for  ye.  ensueing  Meet¬ 
ing  I  could  wish  that  Indian  Affairs  might  be  carried  on  without 
the  Expence  which  attends  them,  as  it  would  save  me  an  Infinity 
of  trouble  &  Drudgery  which  I  continually  undergo  without  any 
Advantage  or  Allowance  my  Small  Sailary  excepted.  —  As 
Affairs  are  circumstanced  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  Your  particu¬ 
lar  Advice  &  Instructions,  how  &  what  manner  my  Acct,s.  are 
to  be  passed  with  You  until  ye.  Department  is  Settled,  and  to 
what  they  may  reasonably  extend,  that  I  may  not  become  a 
Looser  by  my  endeavours  for  the  public  Security.  — 

The  Expences  to  this  Period  with  that  of  ye.  present  Already 
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purchased,  I  presume  there  can  be  no  difficulty  about,  but  least  I 
should  Judge  anything  for  the  future  as  necessary,  which  may  be 
thought  needless  or  disaproved  of  at  Home,  I  cannot  be  too  well 
Informed  what  lengths  I  may  go  with  yr.  approbation,  and 
therefore  I  have  no  Doubt  of  your  excuseing  the  trouble  I  give 
you  on  this  Occasion. 

By  the  order  of  Council  it  is  recommended  to  me  to  furnish 
the  necessary  proofs  against  ye.  Patent  of  Kayadarosseras  and 
also  to  appoint  a  Sollicitor  to  assist  the  Att^.  General  in  carrying 
on  the  process,  from  which  I  apprehend  that  the  Costs  must  be 
defrayed  by  the  Department,  I  must  beg  leave  to  know  whether 
this  Expence  can  be  undertaken  or  not.  —  I  must  likewise  beg 
You  will  inform  me  what  Number  of  the  Delawares  are  alive  at 
New  York,  &  whether  they  may  not  be  sent  up  to  be  restored 
to  their  Nation,  on  the  Arrival  of  the  other  Delawares,  &  the 
Settlement  of  Affairs  with  them.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  —  WM.  Johnson 


indorsed: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
March  22d.  1 765 
received  March  30th.  — 
answered  — 


FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

Copy 1 

Lebanon,  March  23,  1765. 


Sir, 


Your  Excellency’s  favor  of  February  19,  by  P- 


and 


1  Printed  in  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Eleazar  Wheelock .  .  .  (Newburyport, 
181 1 ),  p.  258. 
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D —  — ,  came  safe  to  hand.  I  thank  your  Excellency  most 
heartily  for  all  your  condescension,  and  repeated  favors  shewn 
me,  and  particularly  your  care  for,  and  kindness  to  my  dear  Mr. 
Kirkland.  I  pray  you  to  continue  your  paternal  kindness  towards 
him;  and  whatever  supplies  he  shall  stand  in  need  of,  please  to 
provide  him  with  the  same,  and  charge  them  to  my  account.  I 
have  enclosed  to  him  an  address  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nations,  to  be 
convened  by  your  orders  this  month,  and  have  desired  him  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  same  to  your  Excellency’s  censures,  which  I  hope  you  will 
not  at  all  spare,  out  of  favor  to  me. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  P -  and  D - ,  they  both  seem 

honestly  desirous  to  be  instructed. 

We  expect  to  have  opportunity  to  recommend  to  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  favorable  notice,  two  likely  young  gentlemen,  in  the 
capacity  of  missionaries,  this  spring,  and  three  young  Indians  of 
this  school,  in  the  capacity  of  school  masters.  I  purpose  also,  that 
all  your  five  first  boys  shall  come  home  this  spring,  or  by  some 
time  in  June,  to  visit  their  friends,  and  return  to  me  in  the  fall. 
It  is  proposed  that  they  shall  keep  schools,  under  the  conduct  of 

the  missionaries.  W - will  likely  make  a  fine  boy :  he  behaves 

very  well.  A  specimen  of  his  writing  I  enclose. 

Please  to  let  the  parents  of  these  boys  know  that  they  are  all 
well,  and  also  inform  them  of  their  proposed  visit  to  them. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  grandson  of 
the  Onondaga  Sachem,  which  you  mentioned  to  me,  and  send 
him  with  Mr.  Kirkland,  whom  I  have  advised  to  visit  us  this 
spring. 

I  am,  with  great  respect.  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged,  and 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Eleazar  Wheelock. 
To  the  Hon.  Sir  William  Johnson 
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ACCOUNT  AND  RECEIPT  OF  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

D.  S. 

[March  24,  1765) 

]  the  several  other  persons  [  ] 

]  Fort  Pitt  in  the  Indian  Department  &  Sundry  [  ] 

[delivered  the  Indians  by  order  of  the  Commanding  Officer 

Penna.  Currancy 

Pr.  Accomp’t .  £642 . .  1 7 . .  2 

Equal  to 

Y ork  Currancy  685 .  .16.  .6 

Credit  232 .  .  6 .  .  8 — Y ork  Currancy 


Ballance  £453  .  .  9 .  .  1 0 — ditto 

[Receiv’d  from  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet  by  the  hands  of 
George  [Croghan]  Esqr.  the  above  Ballance  Amounting  to 
Four  hundred  &  Fifty  three  Pounds,  [Nine  Shilli]  ngs  &  Ten 
pence  York  Currancy,  equal  to  Four  hundred  &  Twenty  five 
[Pounds,  Two  Shillings  &  Eleven]  pence  Pennsylvania  Cur¬ 
rancy  which  is  in  full  of  my  [  ] 

Alexander  Mckee 


[ 

for  a  bill  drawn  in  their  favour  on  Sir  William  [ 
for  £200 .  .  0 .  .0  Pennsulvania  Currancy  equal  to  [ 
By  Cash  received  from  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  [ 


] 

] 

] 

] 


INDORSED: 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson’s  Acc* 
with 

Alexr.  McKee  — 


RECEIPT  OF  ALEXANDER  MCKEE  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

D.  S. 


[Fort  Pitt  March  24,  1765 ] 


[Re]ceiv’d  of  George  Croghan  Esqr.  Sixty  three  [pounds  eigh-] 
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[teen]  Shillings  Pennsylvania  Currancy,  equal  to  the  [ 

Pounds  Fifteen  Shillings  &  four  pence  Sterling,  be[ing 

full  Pay  as  an  Assistant  Agent  at  Fort  Pitt  fr[om  ] 

[  ]  Novr.  1764  to  the  24th.  March  1765. 

Alexander  McKee 


INDORSED: 

[  ] 

from  the  [  ] 

to  the  24th.  March  [1  765.] 


RECEIPT  OF  MALACHIA  POWEL  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 

D.  S. 

[Fort  Pitt  March  24,  1765] 

[Rece]iv’d  of  Mr.  Alexander  M  Kee  A  [  ] 

Indian  Affairs  Forty  four  Pounds  Eleven  Shillings] 

[  ] being  my  full  Pay  from  the  1st  June  1  7  [65  ] 

|  employ’d  to  attend  on  the  Indians 

Malachia  [Powel] 


WARRANT  OF  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  D.  S. 

Fort  Pitt,  March  24lh.  17  [65] 

Please  to  pay  Mr.  Samuel  Wharton,  or  his  [order] 

[the]  Sum  of  Four  hundred  &  twenty  five  pounds,  [two  shill¬ 
ings,  eleven] 

[pence  Penns]  ylvama  Currency,  equal  to  Four  hund[red  fifty] 


[three]  pounds  9/10  New  York  Currency,  being  [  ] 

]  Mr  Alexander  McKee’s  Account  for  [ 

[received]  this  Day  by  express,  and  you  [  ] 

Most  Hum[ble  ] 


[George  Croghan] 

]  ble 

]  Bart 


[ 

[ 
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INDORSED : 

Sam1.  Wharton 

WARRANT  TO  LOUIS  PERTHUIS 

D.  S.1 

[Johnson  Hall  March  24,  1765] 

By  the  Honourable  Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet  His 
Majestys  Sole  Agent  and  Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
the  Northern  Department  of  North  America,  Colonel  of  the  six 
united  Nations  &ca 

To  Mr.  Lewis  Perthuis  — 

By  Virtue  of  the  powers  and  Authority  to  me  given  by  His 
Majesty  I  do  hereby  appoint  you  the  said  Lewis  Perthuis  to  be 
an  Interpreter  of  the  Six  Nation  Language,  more  particularly 
that  of  the  Senecas.  You  are  therefore  carefully  and  faithfully 
to  discharge  that  Duty  by  Executing  every  thing  appertaining 
thereto,  or  which  may  be  ordered,  to  perform  with  Diligence, 
and  Truth  to  the  utmost  of  your  Abilities.  And  you  are  to  obey 
such  orders  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  myself, 
or  other  your  Superiors,  for  all  which  this  shall  be  your  War¬ 
rant.  — 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Johnson-hall  the 
24th.  day  of  March  1765. 

WM.  Johnson 

By  Comd.  of  Sir  Wra.  Johnson 


G.  Johnson  Depy.  Agent 
Acts.  Secy.  dur§.  Vacancy. 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  15.  In  hand  of 
Guy  Johnson. 
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JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS1 

[Johnson  Hall,  March  11-26,  1765 ] 

Monday  March  1  1  A  —  The  Delaware  Deputy  who  was  sent 
for  the  Squash  Cutter  &  Long  Coat  returned,  &  imediately 
made  the  following  report,  Viz*.  That  Six  nights  after  he  left  this 
He  met  Squash  Cutter  at  ye.  South  End  of  Cayuga  Lake  Cutting 
Wood,  the  Messinger  went  with  him  to  his  House  when  He  de¬ 
livered  his  Message  to  him,  Squash  Cutter  told  him  he  must  take 
time  till  Morning  to  Consider  of  it,  ye.  Messinger  waited  three 
days  to  no  purpose,  hearing  nothing  from  ye.  Squash  Cutter  all 
the  time  to  ye.  purpose,  but  a  parcel  of  ridiculous  Stuff,  on  wL 
the  Messinger  told  him  he  did  not  come  to  hear  any  such  Stuff, 
&  required  his  imediate  ansr.  as  he  proposed  next  Morning  Re¬ 
turning,  Accordingly  at  day  break  He  was  tying  up  his  Pack, 
when  the  Squash  cutter  on  y*.  went  out,  and  returned  ab*.  Sun 
rise  with  4  Strings  of  Wampum  with  ye.  following  Speech.  I 
am  glad  to  see  you,  &  hear  the  Message  from  my  Sister  of  Alle¬ 
gany  now  at  Sir  Wm.  Johnsons  on  whose  prudence  I  much  de¬ 
pend  in  making  ye.  present  [Treaty]2  Peace,  and  as  our  Chief 
Man  from  these  parts  is  now  there  also.  He  must  Settle  ye. 
Affair  for  us,  &  when  he  returns  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  how 
matters  are  Settled.  He  further  added  that  he  would  go  to  ye. 
[Seneca  nexo]  Castle  &  acquaint  ye.  long  Coat  with  ye.  Message 
Sent  by  Killbuck,  &  that  he  would  then  go  for  a  Prisr.  wh.  was 
at  a  distance,  &  when  returned  with  ye.  Prisr.  would  forward  it 
here. 

This  is  all  ye.  Ansr.  he  received 
from  Squash  cutter  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  Killbuck,  &  the  other  Deputy  that  he  was 
greatly  surprised  At  ye.  Squashcutters  behaviour,  wL  shewed  that 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9;  in  Sir  Williams 
hand. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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he  did  not  regard  all  y*.  was  said  to  him  by  ye.  Sachims  of  Alle- 
ganey,  [nor]  by  him,  &  that  He  would  soon  let  them  know  what 
He  intended  to  do  in  ye.  Affair.  —  so  parted,  after  Cloathing  ye. 
Deputy  who  carried  ye.  Message.  — 

Tuesday  12th.  —  Sir  Wm.  told  ye.  Deputys  from  Ohio,  &  the 
Cheif  from  Chenussio,  Uncle  to  the  Squash  Cutter,  that  as  he  & 
Long  Coat  had  acted  so  bad  a  part,  He  was  determined  to  make 
ye.  Genr1.  acquainted  with  it,  and  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  who 
were  present  at  Niagra,  when  the  Chenussios  had  so  Solemnly 
promised  that  they  ye.  Delawares  liveing  among  them,  should 
imediately  deliver  up  all  the  Prisoners  &ca.  in  their  Hands,  to¬ 
gether  wA  the  Squash  cutter  &  Long  Coat,  for  wh.  they  gave 
two  Hostages  who  He  declared  should  never  be  given  up,  nor 
one  of  their  Prisoners  at  York,  until  everry  article  was  fulfilled 
on  their  Side,  &  that  if  that  was  not  verry  soon  done,  the  English 
must  look  upon  them  as  Enemys,  as  well  as  all  ye.  Nations  of 
Inds.  who  are  freinds  of  the  English,  the  Consequence  of  wL 
He  left  them  to  Judge.  — 

Then  the  Uncle  of  the  Squash  cutter  (full  of  concern)  asked 
Sir  Wm.  whether  he  would  be  pleased  at  his  Sending  some  of  his 
Young  Men  then  present  with  a  Belt  to  bring  down  the  long 
Coat  &  Squash  cutter  to  him.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  him  that  it  was  shewing  too  much  Indulgence  to 
such  a  Villain  to  Send  a  Second  time  for  him,  &  that  he  might 
do  as  he  would,  but  that  He  would  not  detain  ye.  Ohio  Deputys 
for  his  Arrival,  who  had  already  been  too  long  detained  on 
AccH.  of  them  two  Worthless  fellows.  — 

The  Cheif  then  told  Sir  Wm.  He  would  make  ye.  last  trial,  & 
Sent  away  imediately  two  of  his  People  to  bring  them  both 
down  as  soon  as  possible.  — 

Wednsday  13th.  —  Jacob  a  Scohare  Indn.,  One  of  the  Party 
Sent  by  Sir  Wm.  last  Septbr.  to  Join  CoL  Boquet  returned,  wA 
more  by  ye.  Way  of  Fort  Pitt,  wh.  place  he  left  about  a  Month 
ago  &  came  by  the  way  of  Shamokin,  Oghquago,  &  Cherry 
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Valley,  the  Head  Man  of  the  Party  with  the  rest,  &  Two 
white  Men  took  the  road  wL  leads  to  Chenussio,  &  may  he  says 
be  expected  in  a  few  days,  when  He  will  inform  Sir  Wm.  of  all 
y*.  past  whilst  they  were  out,  particularly  whilst  at  Fort  Pitt, 
in  the  mean  Gave  Sir  Wm.  ye.  following  Intelligence,  Viz*,  that 
on  their  meeting  Co11.  Bouquet  &  delivering  him  Sir  Wms. 
Letters  Sent  by  them  He  acquainted  them  with  what  he  had 
done  dureing  ye.  Campaign  informed  them  of  the  behaviour  of  ye. 
Shawanese  Hostages  &ca.  &  desired  they  would  remain  some 
time  at  Fort  Pitt,  &  try  what  they  could  do  with  the  Shawanese, 
to  wL  they  Agreed,  &  sent  of  their  Cheif  with  One  Spencer  a 
Ranger  &  Several  of  ye.  Party  to  the  Shawanese  Country,  that 
about  midway  [between]  they  met  a  Shawanese  Cheif  with  10 
Prisrs.  going  to  deliver  them  up  to  ye.  Commds.  Officer  at  F ort 
Pitt,  &  who  told  the  Mohawks  they  might  returnjwith  him, 
Assureing  them  that  his  Nation  were  well  disposed,  &  determined 
to  deliver  up  everry  Prisoner  they  had  as  early  in  ye.  Spring  as 
possible,  on  wh.  the  Mohawks  [ accompanied ]  returned  with  him 
&  ye.  Prisrs.  to  Fort  Pitt,  where  ye.  Commands.  Officer  repre- 
manded  him  Severely  for  ye.  Ill  behaviour  of  his  Country  Men, 
&  after  delivery  of  ye.  Prisrs  &  refreshing  himself  4  days  there. 
He  was  Sent  back  to  his  Nation  w,h.  orders  from  ye.  officer,  & 
Mohawks,  to  desire  them  as  soon  as  possible  to  bring  &  deliver 
up  all  ye.  Prisoners  yet  in  their  Hands,  &  that  ye.  Number  first 
agreed  upon  of  their  Wisest  Men  should  repair  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson,  &  there  settle  matters  with  him.  All  wh.,  he  promised 
should  be  done  imediately,  &  assured  them  y*.  His  Nation  were 
so  sensible  of  their  Error,  they  would  come  into  such  terms  as  Sir 
Wm.  Johnson  should  demand  of  them,  &  Jacob  the  Bearer  says 
He  thinks  they  are  now  pritty  far  advanced  on  the  way  hither, 
&  beleives  them  at  length  well  disposed. 

Thursday  1 4th.  —  Sir  Wm.  Sent  Cornelius  Son  of  Peter  alias 
Taquaianunt  a  French  Mohawk  to  the  Six  Nations  in  order  to 
learn  w*.  news  among  them,  &  to  bring  away  some  Soldiers  from 
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thence,  whom  he  had  seen  there  last  Fall  in  his  return  from  San¬ 
dusky.  — 

D°.  Die  Thomas  King  with  7  of  his  People  arrived  here,  who 
after  receiveing  provisions  Pipes  Tobacco  &ca,  told  Sir  Wm. 
that  He  had  some  thing  to  say  to  him  in  the  Evening,  or  next 
Morning,  then  went  to  their  Quarters.  — 

Saturday  15th.  —  John  Hutchins  an  Indian  of  ye.  Six  Nations, 
with  one  Chenussio  Delaware,  were  Sent  Express  by  the  Cheif 
Delaware  from  Chenussio  now  here  to  bring  down  the  Squash 
cutter  &  Long  Coat  imediately.  [they]  — 

Tuesday  18th.  —  Kanadagaia  Cheif  of  the  Party  which  I 
Sent  to  Ohio  last  Septbr.  in  order  to  Join  Co**.  Bouquet  arrived 
with  Eight  of  the  Party.  —  and  as  his  Son  died  dureing  his 
Absence  I  condoled  his  Death  imediately,  w1*1.  3  Strings  of 
Wampum,  &  a  black  Stroud,  Stockings  &  Shirt,  —  after  w*1.  they 
went  to  their  Quarters 

Wednesday  20th.  —  they  all  came  to  my  Room  &  then  told 
me  wl.  News  they  had  heard  at  Fort  Pitt  &ca.,  by  their  and  all 
other  acctts.,  the  French  have  been,  &  are  still  Stirring  up  all  ye. 
Nations  of  Inds.  to  the  Westward  &  Northward  agst.  ye.  English, 
to  w*1.  End  they  Gave  them  the  Ax  to  use  agst.  the  English,  went 
with  the  Inds.  agsf.  ye.  English  Several  times  last  Summer,  & 
assured  them  the  French  would  soon  come  &  assist  them  to  drive 
the  English  out  of  the  Country,  &  that  above  30  Nations  had 
recd.  ye.  Hatchet,  and  are  ready  at  any  time  to  Join  the  French, 
— This  Party  is  of  opinion  that  ye.  Delawares  &  Shawnese  are 
Sincerely  inclined  to  make  peace,  being  verry  much  reduced  by 
the  Small  Pox  &ca.  as  well  as  afraid  of  an  Indian  War.  — 

This  Day  I  cloathed  them  all  properly,  &  made  up  for  some 
losses  they  sustained  while  out.  — 

March  22d.  —  Hendrick  Wemp  whom  I  sent  to  Niagra  w'*1.  a 
Pacquet  of  Letters  from  ye.  General  &  myself,  returned,  with 
an  Ondaga  &  gave  me  ye.  following  Acc“.  Viz1,  that  He  was 
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verry  kindly  treated  by  all  ye.  Nations  thro  wh.  he  passed,  that 
they  were  miserably  poor  particularly  the  Chenussios,  &  Dela¬ 
wares  liveing  there,  that  the  latter  were  resolved  to  move  to  the 
Ohio,  to  which  they  had  ye.  consent  of  ye.  Senecas,  that  the 
Six  Nations  were  to  set  of  for  this  place  in  a  few  days  after 
he  left  them,  but  were  to  have  a  Council  in  their  way  at  Onon¬ 
daga  —  that  he  understood  there  were  near  30  Prisoners  yet 
among  ye.  Delawares  &  Senecas,  also  Several  Negroes,  the 
Senecas  delivered  up  to  sd.  Wemp  a  Deserter  from  ye.  Royal 
American  Regiment  named  Cole,  whom  he  delivered  to  ye. 
Commdg  officer  at  1 

Said  Wemp  brought  from  Niagra  Letters  from  Lieu*.  Co11. 
Vaughan2  Commanding  there,  &  many  from  others.  — 

He  was  on  that  Service  52  Days  wL  at  8^ 

Day  comes  to . £20  .  .  1 6_  .  .  — 

the  Indn.  who  accompanied  him  6^  Diem  ..£15. .12..  — 

£36  .  .  8  .  .  — 

Tuesday  March  26th.  1  765  —  Sir  Wm.  Wrote  to  the  Delawares 
of  Ohio,  to  let  them  know  their  Deputys  were  safe  arrived  at 
his  House  &  were  well,  that  their  being  detained  here  so  long  is 
owing  to  the  Delawares  at  Chenussio  not  comeing  down  wlh. 
their  Prisoners  so  soon  as  Expected.  —  that  they  were  now  on 
their  way  with  them  to  Sir  W™\,  So  that  he  expected  to  get  done 
with  them  soon,  In  the  mean  time  recommended  it  to  them  to  use 
all  their  endeavours  for  promoteing  &  Strengthening  the  good 
work  now  in  hand,  &  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  again  imposed 
upon  by  any  Ill  disposed  Nation,  nor  listen  to  any  Idle  reports, 
in  that  case  they  might  depend  upon  the  Kings  protection,  &  His 
care  &  regard  for  them.  —  &ca. 

Then  Kilbuck  repeated  the  purport  of  his  Message  by  4 

1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 
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Strings  of  Wampum  to  all  his  People,  by  two  of  his  Nation 
Sent  on  purpose.  Viz1.  — 

Cheifs,  &  Warriors,  I  am  safe  arrived  here,  the  reason  of  my 
sending  this  Messinger  to  You  is  to  desire  that  You  may  be  easy 
in  yr.  Minds,  &  think  of  nothing  but  of  what  passed  between  You 
&  Co11.  Boquet,  look  at  the  road  I  took  hither,  and  expect  my  re¬ 
turn  Soon,  when  I  expect  to  bring  You  a  firm  Peace,  such  as  for¬ 
merly  was  entered  into  by  our  forefathers  with  our  Bretheren  the 
English,  — 

You  will  also  Insist  upon  ye.  Shawanese  Comeing  here  me¬ 
diately,  &  fulfilling  their  Engagements,  [made]  As  well  as  Us, 
otherwise  it  will  not  be  well  for  them  as  I  understand,  the  English 
being  determined  to  punish  severely  any  Nation  wE  may  continue 
obstinate.  —  So  Ended 

4  Strings  W.  Wampum 

Sir  Wm.  Cloathed  the  2  Messingers,  ordered  them  Everry 
thing  necessary  for  the  Journey,  recommended,  a  faithfull  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  &  then  dismissed  them.  — 

FROM  JOHN  WATTS 

A.  L.  S. 

New  York  [March  26,  1765 ] 

Dear  Sir 

I  believe  I  remain  a  Debtor  for  one  of  [  ] 

Letters  — 

The  Council  not  long  ago  had  it  recommended  [ 
the  Lieut.  Govr.  to  pass  some  Petitions  for  Lands,  that  they  were 
]  might  interfere  again  with  the  Quiet  with  the  Indians,  & 
therefore  agree  [d  to]  pass  them  upon  Condition  Certificates  were 
produc’d  from  you  decla  [  ]  [Indi]  ans  were  satisfyd  —  The 

particular  Lacoations1  I  have  forgot  &  the  [ 

Petitions  but  imagine  there  might  be  near  half  a  Dozen,  all  the 
West  [  ]  of  Hudsons  River  towards  your  Quarter  &  near 


1  Locations. 
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Schoharie  —  How  far  [  ]  Indians  are  satisfy’d  you  will 

best  know  &  whether  it  is  prudential  [  ]  time  to  make  a 

Grant  of  these  Lands.  The  Council  you  will  easily  judge  [  ] 

be  very  indifferent  about  the  Matter,  but  whether  that  may  be 
the  Case  [  ]  Honr.  is  another  Question  —  The  Coyadero- 

seras  Patent  is  formally  [  ]  I  see,  but  dont  clearly  apprehend 

how  a  remedy  is  to  be  apply  d  [  ]  constitution  (as  it  ought) 

is  so  guarded  with  respect  to  prop  [  ]  Govr.  has  directions  to 

commence  an  Enquiry,  but  what  kind  of  [  ]  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  I  know  not  —  The  Proprietors,  of  which  [  ]  among 

them  some  of  our  best  Lawyers,  wont  part  with  [  *  ]  [  ] 

been  insinuated,  that  the  Complaints  of  the  Indians  [  ]ding 
Boundarys  of  that  Patent  &  Yours,  the  first  including  [  ]  the 

last  —  pray  let  me  know  how  that  matter  stands,  that  I  [  ] 

an  answer  when  I  hear  these  things  advanc’d,  for  while  such  [  ] 
the  Complaints  of  the  Indians  will  be  constru’d  Yours  &  of  [  ] 

or  no  weight  —  I  am  sure  you  will  impute  my  plainess  [  to] 
proceed  [I  am  sure ]  from  no  other  Motive  as  I  can  possibly  [  ] 
to  remove  an  obsticle  that  lyes  in  the  Way  of  the  publick  [  ] 

We  have  a  Vessel  from  England  with  Letters  [  ] 

Jany.  Packet  yet  out,  nothing  very  remarkable,  the  Meeting  [  ] 

to  the  latter  end  of  Jany.  —  Govr.  J.  Hardy1  was  to  s[ 
write  me  in  Feby.,  Barons  to  be  appointed  Post  Mastr.  at  [ 
of  £300.  Str.  a  year  &  a  Ginea  a  day  travelling  charges  [  ] 

Monckton,  The  hot  Water  the  old  Gentleman  has  thrown  the 
Col  [  ]  bring  him  or  some  other  out  —  I  am  with  great 

regard 

Dr.  Sir 

[  1 

The  Paxtoneers2  of  Philad3.  have  trim  d  unmercifully  an  Escort 

1  Josiah  Hardy,  brother  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  was  governor  of  New 
Jersey  from  1761  to  1763. 

2  In  December,  1763,  a  band  of  armed  men  from  the  towns  of  Paxton 

and  Donegal  massacred  a  group  of  Conestoga  Indians  in  Conestoga, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  Hence  the  term  Paxtoneers. 
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of  Indian  traders,  travelling  without  Licences  with  a  Cargo  they 
say  of  great  Value,  even  to  twenty  Thousand  Pounds  Coun¬ 
tenanc’d  by  your  Deputy  Mr.  Croghan  the  World  says 

I  cannot  for  my  Life  find  a  Spot  of  Land  for  [  ] 

clear  of  Indians  or  patentees  Claim  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  3J.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  of  the  2^.  of 
March  from  Fort  Pitt,2  informing  me  that  he  had  spoke  with 
some  of  the  Mingoes,  or  Six  Nations  who  came  there,  and  in¬ 
formed  him  that  the  Deputation  from  ye.  Shawanese  to  the 
Illinois  which  went  of  last  Fall  was  returned,  and  report  that 
the  French  had  treated  them  with  ye.  utmost  civility,  gave  them 
large  Presents,  and  sent  Several  Traders  after  them  to  their 
Nation  for  Supplying  their  Wants,  the  French  at  the  same  time 
assureing  them  they  should  want  for  nothing  necessarry  to  enable 
them  to  support  the  War.  d  he  Indians  of  that  Country  likewise 
promiseing  them  their  Assistance,  but  that  on  ye.  Arrival  of  the 
Deputys  at  the  Shawanese  Town,  finding  that  their  Nation  had 
lately  entered  into  a  Treaty  wlL  the  English,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  French  should  be  sent  back,  as  they  would  abide  by  their 
engagements,  provided  we  gave  them  some  convincing  proofs  of 
our  Sincerity,  this  is  the  Sum  of  what  he  writes.  He  adds  that  he 
has  sent  Belts  to  Pondiac,  to  the  Cheifs  of  the  Twightees  &ca. 
to  meet  him  at  the  confluence  of  Scioto.  — 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Wharton3  of  Philadelphia  Informs  me  that  he 
had  prepared  a  large  quantity  of  Goods  for  the  Illinois  Trade  so 
Soon  as  the  same  might  be  carried  on,  &  for  that  purpose  had 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  badly  mutilated  form  was 
printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:704-5. 

2  Not  found. 

8  Samuel  Wharton. 
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Sent  it  forward  to  be  in  readiness  at  Fort  Pitt  under  the  care  of 
the  Commanding  Officer1  there.  That  the  Paxton  &  other  Rioters 
had  waylayed  them  not  far  from  Fort  Loudoun,  Seized  &  de¬ 
stroyed  it,  to  the  amount  of  £3000  in  Value,  from  their  dislike  as 
it  is  thought  to  have  any  Trade  carried  on  with  these  Indians.  I 
likewise  find  by  Mr.  Croghans  Letter  that  he  is  arrived  at  Fort 
Pitt  witn  part  of  the  Present  but  the  remainder  was  not  got  up, 
which  induces  me  to  think  that  it  may  have  been  destroyed,  as 
well,  as  the  Goods  of  the  Merchants.  —  These  Paxton,  or 
F rontier  P eople  having  a  great  inveteracy  to  all  Indians,  may  pos¬ 
sibly  do  some  more  mischeif,  as  they  have  for  a  good  while  past, 
laid  Aside  all  obedience  to  the  Laws,  or  public  Authority.  I 
have  mentioned  this  Affair  to  You  partly  on  the  Bearers  Accft. 
who  has  formerly,  as  well  as  now  suffered  so  much,  &  represents 
his  desire  to  be  permitted  to  Send  a  Second  Cargoe  to  remain  at 
Fort  Pitt,  until  he  may  be  allowed  to  Send  it  forward  to  the 
Illinois.  It  will  certainly  be  necessary  to  have  a  Trade  opened 
at  that,  and  all  other  P osts,  so  soon  as  we  have  certain  notice 
that  Mr.  Croghan  has  Succeeded  in  his  negotiations,  and  that 
possession  is  taken  of  it.  — 

Mr.  Croghan  writes  me  that  ye.  Murder  of  the  Two  Soldiers 
lately  at  Detroit  was  committed  by  the  Potowattamies  of  S!. 
Joseph.  — 

Mr.  Field  (to  whom  Mr.  Croghan  gave  the  draft  on  me  for 
the  Sum  mentioned  in  my  last)  is  now  here,  and  did,  in  hopes  of 
receiveing  Said  Sum,  accept  a  Draft  (he  says)  to  that  amount 
payable  in  a  few  days,  wherefore  I  shall  be  glad  (by  your  next) 
to  be  enabled  to  answer  his  Bill.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 


1  Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment. 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

April  3  d.  1  763. 

received  April  1 3  th. 

TO  JOHN  PENN 

A.  L.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  3d.  /  765 

Sir  — 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Wharton  of  Philadelphia  Informs  me  that 
he  presumeing  upon  ye.  necessity  there  would  be  for  a  Trade  at 
the  Illinois  so  soon  as  we  should  become  possessed  of  it,  had  in¬ 
advertently  Sent  up  a  considerable  Cargoe  which  the  Paxton 
People  intercepted,  and  have  burned  &  destroyed,  this  being  a 
Heavy  loss  to  him,  he  is  desireous  to  Send  a  Second  Cargoe  to 
remain  stored  at  Fort  Pitt  until  a  Trade  can  be  opened  at  the 
Illinois,  and  haveing  desired  my  opinion  concerning  it,  I  could  not 
avoid  mentioning  it  to  T  ou  that  nothing  will  better  cement  the 
Peace,  or  be  so  necessary  as  the  opening  a  Trade  at  that  place 
so  soon,  as  we  may  have  become  possessed  of  it,  but  as  no  Goods 
should  go  there  before  that  time,  it  would  be  Sufficient  to  Store 
them  at  Fort  Pitt  till  then,  by  wh.  means  they  might  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  Send  forward,  &  the  Journey  would  be  greatly  Shortened, 
for,  unless  Goods  are  now  sent  some  part  of  ye.  Way,  We  shall 
not  be  able  to  open  the  Trade  there  in  Sufficient  time,  which  is 
an  Article  of  ye.  utmost  consequence  to  them,  and  what  must 
always  be  promised  to  ye.  Indians,  &  these  being  new  acquired 

1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection.  This 
is  a  variant  of  part  of  the  letter  of  same  date  to  General  Gage,  Johnson 
Papers ,  4:704,  reprinted  in  full  herewith.  The  present  version  was  prob¬ 
ably  sent  to  Governor  Penn,  judging  by  the  context,  and  since  Sir  William 
wrote  Croghan,  April  4,  1765,  Johnson  Papers,  4:705,  that  Wharton 
asked  him  to  write  the  governor. 


JOHN  PENN 
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Allies  we  must  endeavour  to  prejudice  them  in  our  favour  by  a 
Strict  regard  to  our  Word.  I  know  You  will  be  kind  enough  to 
excuse  my  writing  You  upon  this  Affair,  as  it  arises  from  a  desire 
of  having  everry  thing  done  wh.  may  contribute  to  the  tranquility 
of  the  Country,  as  also  from  the  melancholly  representation  Mr. 
Wharton  makes  of  his  Loss.  —  1 


TO  JOHN  ORMSBY  DONNELLAN 

Df.2 

[Johnson  Hall  April  3,  1765] 


[  J 

I  have  had  the  favour  [ 

[  ]  Sorry  you  had  any  reason  [  1 

[  ]  part  of  your  Conduct,  —  The  [ 

[  ]  I  have  been  for  many  Months  [ 

[  ]  answer  all  your  favors,  &  denied  me  the  [  ] 

[  ]  ting  the  most  ordinary  Affairs  besides  [ 

]  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Sev1.  particulars  [  ] 

]  for  the  Just  observations  You  have  made,  bu[t  ] 

]  Gen1.  Meeting  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  [ 

[  ]  altho’  I  would  not  neglect  writing  you,  — 


[Guy3]  who  writes  by  this  opportunity  will  inform  you  [of  Mr. 
Croghan  s  Journey]  to  endeavor  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
Illinois,  as  [to  any  settlement  to  be  made]  there  at  this  time  I 
think  them  premature,  &  [such  as  may  be  produc]  tive  of  a  Gen1. 
Defection  of  the  Inds.  as  their  principal  grounds  of  Uneasiness] 
arises  from  our  pushing  Settlements  far  into  the  [ir  Country  & 
by  the  best]  Accts,  the  French  are  using  every  Endeavor, 
amfongst  the  Wes]  tern  &  other  Nations  to  Stir  up  a  Spirit  of 

1  Rest  of  letter  is  missing. 

2  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 

3  Guy  Johnson.  Material  in  brackets  following  is  taken  from  an  extract 
made  before  the  capitol  fire,  and  printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections, 

10:467. 
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discontent  [amongst  them.]  whilst  those  Inds.  our  Neighbours 
remain  unredress  [ed  natio]ns,  particularly  a  large  unjust 


patent  in  this  Country.  [  ] 

greatly  at  a  loss  until  My  Department  is  fixed  as  I  c[an 
[]  any  Steps  Essential  to  this  [ Service ]  Country  till  that  hap¬ 
pens.  [more]  uneasiness  than  any  of  my  Losses  in  the  Service,  [  ] 

[  a]  ffair  will  Shortly  be  determined. — When  I  next  W  [ 

[  ]  able  to  Express  my  self  more  fully,  and  shall  give  You  [  ] 
]  ps  of  some  little  Commissions,  till  then  I  heartily  [ 
[business,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  every  [ 
[tha]t  your  leisure  will  afford  you  being 

Sir  &c 

[  ]  DONNELLAN  Esqr. 


FROM  HENRY  HOLLAND 

A.  L.  S. 

New  York  [April  3,  1765] 


[  ] 

your  kind  Favour  of  the  14th  [  ] 

]  to  Hand  I  beg  ten  thousand  Par  [dons 
[write]  before  owing  chiefly  to  my  residing  [  ] 

]  ed  all  the  Summer  &  remained  there  [  ] 

now  forwarded  according  to  your  Desire  [  ] 

[Van]  Alen  the  Wampum  you  was  kind  enough  [ 

t]o  send  you  to  the  Care  of  Doctor  Samuel  [Stringer. 

]  ng  —  I  have  declined  all  Business  for  [  ] 

]  past  and  devoted  my  Self  wholly  to  the  [ 

]  my  Country  and  Friends  among  which  [ 

]  sure  of  esteeming  you  one  of  the  first  [ 

]  be  of  any  Service  to  you  or  any  one  you  [  ] 

[wor]thy  of  Recommendation  I  shall  think  it  an  [ 

]  me  I  salute  you  &  am  very  respectfully  [ 

[  ]  Regard  Dr.  Sir 
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Your  most  obedient 

[  ]  JOHNSON  Baronet  humble  Servant 

Henry  Holland 

INDORSED:1 

New  York  April  3  [1765] 


Mr.  Hennery  Holla  [nd’s] 
Letter  — 


FROM  JEAN  BAPTISTE  PARENT  &  MARIE  DE  LA  CHAUVIGNERIE 

L.  S. 

[April  3,  1765 ]2 

[  3] 

Chevalier  Jo  [  ] 

Brigadier  des  [ 

Majeste  et  Comm[andant  des] 

Nations  Sauvages  [de  l’Amerique] 

Septentrionalle 

Jean  Baptiste  Parent  et  Marie  [de  la] 

Chauvignerie  Son  Epouse  ont  l’honfeur  de] 

[vous]  representer  que  depuis  nombr[e  d’annees] 

[ils]  ont  commerce  avec  les  Nations  [sauvages] 

[avec]  la  permission  tant  de  Messi[eurs  les] 

[Go]  uverneurs  de  la  Province,  que  de  [ 

Monsieur  Clauss,  que  leur  bonne  [foie  dans  la] 

[t]  raitte  leur  a  acquis  l’estime  des  [sauvages  et] 
la  liberte  de  leur  Commerce. 

Comme  les  Nations  d‘  [  vont] 

descendre  a  Montreal,  les  Exp[osants  vous] 

Suplient  de  Vouloir  bien  leur  [ 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  Date  supplied  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  261. 

3  Lines  burned  off. 
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[preference  de  leur  donner  de  [l’eau-de-vie] 
[confo]  rmement  aux  ordres  qu  [ 

]  pour  cette  distr  [ 

[ 


v 

]  et  1’ Education  [ 


[ 

[d’une]  Jeune  fille  anglaise  [ 

[leur]  appartenant  et  a  la  qfuelle  ils  voudraient] 
laisser  quelques  biens 

Les  Suplians  S’  [  ] 

gratis  les  Chefs  qui  descend  [ront] 
dans  la  Vue  de  se  rendre  [dignes  des] 
marques  de  leur  reconnoi  [ssance.] 

Daignez  accept  [er  leur] 

Priere  et  leur  etre  favor  [able] 

Le  Ciel  de  benir  en  Vous 


] 


LACHOUIGNERIE  PARAN 


INDORSED: 


A  French  Letter 


Translation 

[April  3,  1765] 

Sir  Johnson  brigadier  of  his  Majesty’s  troops  and  commandant  of 
the  Indian  nations  of  North  America. 

Jean  Baptiste  Parent  and  Marie  de  La  Chauvignerie,  his  wife, 
have  the  honor  to  represent  to  you  that  for  a  number  of  years 
they  have  traded  with  the  Indian  nations  with  the  permission  of 
the  governors  of  the  province  and  of  Monsieur  Claus;  that  their 
good  faith  in  the  trade  has  secured  them  the  esteem  of  the  Indians 
and  the  privilege  of  their  trade. 

As  the  nations  [  ]  are  about  to  come  down  to 

Montreal,  the  petitioners  beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  grant  them  the 
privilege  of  supplying  them  with  liquor  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  which  [have  been  issued.] 

[  X] 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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[  ]  and  the  education  of  a  young  English  girl  belonging  to 

them  and  to  whom  they  wish  to  leave  some  property. 

The  petitioners  wish  to  entertain  gratis  the  chiefs  who  are 
coming  with  the  purpose  of  making  themselves  worthy  of  their 
gratitude. 

Deign  to  accept  their  petition  and  to  be  favorable  to  them. 
May  heaven  bless  you. 

Lachouignerie  Paran 


ACCOUNT  OF  DUNCAN  AND  PHYN 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


D. 


]  ura 


] 


]es  for  d° . 4/  [ 

]  . 7/6. 

]  . 14/  ., 

I  . 8/  .. 

Jews]  harps . 22/6.  . 

]  Combs . 31/6.. 

jiled  Flints . 5/ 

]  to . 8/  .  . 

]o  . 7/6.  . 

]  Shewing  threed . 7/ 

]  th . 61  yd ....  2/6 .  . 

] . 43  D° 3/3.: 

]  ....21  1/4  Do.... 3/4.. 

]ing . N°.  3 . 

]  No.  1  . 8/6. . 


[April 5th  1 7 65]1 2 


]  . [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

. .  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 

.  [ 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 


1  Date  supplied  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  261,  where  total  of  account 
is  given  as  £1691,  16s,  7d. 

2  Lines  burned  off. 
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[ 

]  2  .... 

. 10/ . 

...5 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  3  .... 

. 10/6 . 

. .  .1 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  5  .... 

. 13/ . 

...5 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  6  .... 

. 14/6 . 

...5 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  7  ... 

. 16/ . 

. .  .6 

[ 

] 

[ 

|  Stockings  .  . 

. 33/  . 

...4 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Shoes.  .  .  . 

. 9/ . 

.  18 

[ 

] 

[ 

Buckles  . 

.  12/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Caps  Assorted 

. 21/  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Glasses  .  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  king  .  . 

....No.  4 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  atteen  .  . 2A/i  yds. ...  1 1  /1 6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  Strouds  . 

. £12  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

..49%  yd. .  3 /3 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

Jrtering  .  . 

. 8/  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  d°  .. 

. 33/  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  us  for  Bale  . 

...No.  5 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]r  Groce  . 

. 3/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  12  D°.  . 

. 3  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

....143  yds . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. V  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 3/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. £12  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 30/  . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  •  •  •  yd- 

each  1 82yd . . 3/3 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 10/ . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 3/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 2/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  flowred  Serge 

. 3/6 . 

[ 

] 

[ 

]  . 

. 6/  . 

[ 

] 

[]  Slays  for  Rideing  the  Goods. 28/  .  [  ] 

[  ]  4  ps.  Serge  returned .  . 
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INDORSED:1 

Duncan  &  Phyns  Acctl. 
recd.  April  5  th.  1765  — 

[  ]  Acco*.  Deli(v .  [  ] 

;  i . i  i 

j . i  i 

j . [  i 

i  j . i  i 

i  j . i  i 

i  j . t  i 

i  j . i  i 

[  i . [  i 

i  j . i  i 

I  J  . ; . . . ■■■■A  ] 

]  ks  Acco’.  of  Sundries  Necessaries  furnished  [ 

[  ]  Niagara  as  Acco1.  Delivered . [ 

I  ]  Jacob  Moorewise .  [ 

[  ]  Indian  Goods  . [  ] 


]  .  90  [  ] 

[  ]  317  [  ] 

[  ]  47  [  ] 

[  ]  130  [  ] 


]  Adam  &  David  2  Indians .  40  [  ] 

i  ]  .  49  [  ] 

[  ]  . ' . 204  [  ] 

[  ]  172  [  ] 

[  J  .  I  [  ] 


1  I  .  t  ] 

[  J  .  [  ] 

[  1  .  [  ] 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 


674 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Jise  Draft  in  favour  of  Mr.  Macomb . [  ] 

[  ] .  [  ] 

[  ]  . . . .  [  ] 

[  I]  ndian  Good  Delivd  at  Niagara .  [  ] 

]  Indians . at  Ditto . [  ] 

[  ]  .  [  J 

[  ]  .  [  ] 

[  ]  .  [  ] 

[  ]  .  [  1 

[  d]e  Coagne .  [  ] 

[  ]  Certificate  for  Interpreter . [ 

[  ]  .  [  ] 

[  ]  .  [  ] 

[  ]  Blankets  1 20  of  this  Date .  [ 

[  ]  Penistone . D° .  [  ] 

[  ]  Draft  in  favour  of  Moncreif .  [  ] 

[  ]  .  [  ] 

[  ]  tto . [  ] 

[  ]  Ditto  Delivd.  Mr.  Solomon .  [  ] 

]  paid  Mr.  Flood  about  2  years  ago .  [  ] 

[  ]  Sundries .  [ 

[  ]  Ditto  Deducting  10/.  .  .Over  Cha.  on  Ch[  ]  .  .  .  [  ] 

[  ]  Ditto .  [  ] 

To  1  lb  fine  Rope .  [  ] 

To  Sundries .  [  ] 

To  Ditto .  [  ] 

To  Ditto .  [  ] 

To  Cash  paid  Mr.  Truax .  [  ] 

To  Sundries .  [  ] 

To  Ditto .  [  ] 

To  42  Steel  Traps .  [  ] 

O. 

.  Novemr.  26th..  .  .  [  ] 

•1> . [  ] 

D° .  [  ] 


]  100  Vampuam  Short 
]  piece  of  Garlix  Short 
]5  Blankets . 
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]  Draft  on  Abrm  Mortier  Esqr .  [ 

J . .  [ 

j  Draft  on  A.  Mortier  Esqr .  [ 

c]  harge  on  1  Cw‘.  Shott  Septemr . [ 

]m  Spanish  Brown . D° . [ 


]  d  Serge  returned 

]  to  New  Accounts 

]  iefs  . . 

]  Cloath . 

]  Shirt . 

]  Hats . 

]  Rope  ‘p  the  Negro  Squaw 
]  for  fine  Buff  Cloath  .  .  .  . 


.  [ 

[  i  . [ 

[  ]  es  Silk  &  Mohair . 

[  ]  naburg . 7/d.  of  threed  .  .  .  6d . [ 

]  buckram .  [ 

[  ]  1  Doz  Small  Silvd.  Butt5 . [ 

[  6]  /  yd.  Buff  Shaloon  &  3  Large  Butt5 . [ 

[  ]  Brown  Cloath . 

[  ]  Silk  &  Mohair . 

[  ]  ine . 3/  . 

[  ]  loon .  .  1 0d  of  threed . 6d . [ 

[  Jin .  [  ]4d.  .  .  .4:  [ 

[  ]  lot  Shaloon . [  ]  1  :  [ 

[  ]  11  of  3  Large  Butt5 . [ 

Gro  Tare 

[  ]  le  Lead  in  Oyle . 74 . 4 

[  J  ...  Ditto . 72J/2.  .  .  .4 


[  J 
[  J 
[  J 
[  J 
[  ] 
[  J 


]ns  Linseed  Oyle . a  9/  Cegg 

]  11s  Spirits  of  Turpentine . 

]  Rose  Pink . 


146/2  8 

8  1 38/lb . . .  1 0d  [ 

- , 3/6 [ 


[  1 
[  J 


676 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


[  ]s  Umber  .  [  ] 

Examined  -  Amounts  to  £ . [1691  :16:7p 


And  allowed - pr.  Expence 

INDORSED:1 2 

Duncan  &  Phyn’s  Acc'*. 
April  5  th.  Recd.  — 


FROM  JOHN  WELLES 

A.  L.  S. 

Montreal  [April  6 ,  1765 ] 


[  ] 

As  that  [  ] 

[  ]  the  pleasure  of  paying  a  visit  [to] 

[Johnson]  Hall  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  [ 

Letterr  pr.  post,  have  mett  with  some  obstr  [uctions 
came  to  hand,  the  last  I  wrote  went  by  [ 

Cuyler,  who  I  am  afraid  mett  with  great  [ 
in  Crossing  the  Lakes  as  their  party  wear  [ 
lost  all  their  horses  &ac 

]  on  every  post  in  eager  expectations,  of  the  [ 

]  of  a  few  lines,  regarding  the  bond,  &  what  [ 
you  have  remitted  to  Mr.  Wade  of  Philadelphia  [ 
whether  those  drafts  on  you  that  we  enclosed,  w  [ 
which  makes  us  very  uneasy,  not  hearing  [anything 
from  you,  has  ever  been  presented  for  pay  [ment 

Everry  body  Spe[  ]3 

[  ]  at  Johnson  Hall,  [  ] 

]  pleasure  of  paying  you  a  visit  [ 

]  time  is  fully  taken  up,  in  the  Abs[ence] 

]  Lieu'  Johnsons.  Please  to  give  [ 


1  Total  account  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  261. 

2  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

3  Lines  burned  off. 


JOHN  WATTS 

Painting  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  Formerly  property  of  W  att’s  descendant,  the  late  Ethelberta 
Pyne  Eppley,  (Mrs  Marion  Eppley,  nee  Russell)  of  Oyster  Ray,  N.  Y. 
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f  ]  Mrs.  Claus  &  Johnson  &  all  friends  [  ] 

with  the  [  ] 

Sir  Your  [  ] 

J  [ohn  Welles] 

TO  JOHN  WATTS 

Did 

[Johnson  Hall,  April  8,  1765] 

[  ] 

I  received  your  Recent  [ 

[  ]  I  most  cordially  thank  you  [ 

[  ]  of  your  disinterested  friendship  [ 

[  ]  tions  of  some  people,  &  the  Enemys  [ 

[  ]  Office  creates  I  really  stand  in  need  of  [  ^ 

[  ]  friends,  and  the  Generosity  of  those  [  ] 

[  ]  nd  Suggestions  cannot  be  sufficiently  [  ] 

[  ]  the  Deepest  obligations.  — 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  my  D  [  ] 

[  ]  ing  me  up  a  Number  of  Enemys  particularly  [  ] 

]  provided  I  act  as  an  honest  Man,  this  [  ] 

]  ent  about  Conscious  that  I  have  done  [  ] 

[  ]  obliged  me  to,  however  there  are  doubtless  [ 

[  ]  whom  I  would  gladly  undeceive,  with  [  ] 

]  Insinuations  of  those  who  have  always  been  [  ] 

[  ]  e  Injustice.  —  fr  I  have  always  pursued  [ 

]  le  with  regard  to  all  disputes  concerning  [ 

[  ]  as  in  the  Neighbouring  Governments  [  ] 

[  ]  aged  (on  a  proper  application)  always  to  do  so,  so  long 

as  I  [enjoy]1 2  continue  my  [  ] 

[  ]er  sollicitted,  and  which  I  could  clearly  de[ 

[  ]  the  pleasure  of  an  Interview,  has  been  very  [ 

[  ]  and  fortune,  let  the  Ill  natured  Surmise  wh  [ 


1  In  handwriting  of  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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]  ng  Intercourse  with  the  Indians  and  En  [  ] 

[  ]  pleased  [at  the  p]  by  the  Sacrifice  of  my  Interest  [  ] 

]  life  has  enabled  me  to  see  what  are  [ 

[  ]  Indians  Jealousy  &  defection,  and  what  [ 

]  objects  of  their  uneasiness  be  not  [  ] 

]  for  a  Letter  but  I  am  pers  [  ] 

]  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  [  ] 

]  that  from  many  authentic  [  ] 

]  acquainted  with  — 

]  to  assure  the  Indians  [  ] 

[  i1 

]  have  of  Course  [  ] 

]  have  as  often  found  [  ] 

]  in  [more  than  100 ]  a  number  of  Instances  [  ] 

]  otherwise  from  all  which  I  [  ] 

]  must  have  of  our  faith,  &  whether  we  [  ] 

]  [what]  woud  regard  our  promises  [ 

]  ct  is  continued.  Sensible  of  [  ] 

]  Consequences  the  effects  of  which  [  ] 

]  I  have  taken  every  Step  I  could  [ 

]  welfare  demanded  for  removing  the  [  ] 

]  and  amongst  other  Complaints,  the  [  ] 

]  particularly  &  frequently  complain  [  ] 

]  lency  of  that  Grant,  I  was  of  Course  of  [ 

]  at  the  Mohocks  tired  with  being  so  long  [ 

]  ses  which  may  be  productive  of  the  m  [ 

[  ]  thought  it  my  Indispensible  Duty  to  lay  the  same  before  [  ] 
]  intention  to  wash  my  hands  of  it,  rather  [ 

]t  the  Inds.  would  be  redressed,  after  [the]  [ 

]  the  House  of  Assembly ;  that  I  have  any  [ 

]  the  most  Groundless  insinuation,  as  a  bare  [  ] 

]  boundaries  of  Lands  in  this  Country  with  [ 

]  Lands  on  this  River,  are  held  by  patents  p[ 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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[Kayade]  rosseras,  and  with  regard  to  the  Tract  for  [  ] 

]  &  on  which  I  reside  it  is  entirely  out  of  [ 

]  ds  for  [after]  by  their  patent  they  Extend  [  ] 

]  emptys  into  the  N  Side  of  the  Mohawk  [  ] 

[  ]  Fort  Hunter  &  runs  from  thence  [ 

[Kayader]  osseras  Creek  which  Dirck  [ 

[  ]  s  River  which  Course  cann  [  ] 

]  far  to  the  Westward  nay  above  20  miles.  Ind[  ] 

[  ]  g1.  patentees  did  not  know  [ 

[  ]  the  patent,  some  may  [ 

]  whilst  others  may  [ 

[  ]■ 

l  ]  afford  us  a  [ 

]  Subjects  as  I  am  [ 

]  the  unreasonableness  of  [  *— 

]  but  this  will  I  hope  be  [ 

]  part  I  Expect  very  little  from  [ 

[  ]  fully  as  I  have  on  other  Issues  [ 

]  Patent  will  be  good  in  law  at  any  [ 

]  you  will  find  this  patent  [  ] 

]  it  cannot  affect  [m]any  of  these  [ 

[  ]  s  for  that  would  be  a  Severe  reflection  [ 

[  ]  patents  in  different  parts  of  the  Country  with  [ 

[  ]  been  assigned  as  a  very  material  Cause  [ 

]  patent  of  Kayaderosseras  I  should  [ 

]  weight  where  a  number  are  concerned.  [ 

]  the  patent  vacated  my  Interest  &  [ 

]  procure  the  proprietors  a  handsome  Trac[t 
]  Inds.  would  Spare,  or  in  any  other  Quarter  [ 
u]pon  to  part  with  it  and  I  am  sure  the  Treaty  [ 

[  ]  them  to  so  friendly  a  part.)  In  a  fut  [ 

[  ]  to  point  out  to  you  the  particulars  relating  [ 

[  presjent  I  hope  this  will  Suffice  to  shew  you  [ 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


]  ing  decision  about  it.  — 

]  recd.  the  Order  of  Council  relative  to  the  G  [  ] 

]  to  be  made  on  my  Certificate  that  the,  [  ] 

]  of  the  Affairs  relative  to  these  i  racts  I  am  as  [  ] 

]  know  I  cannot  act  too  Cautiously  when  such  [ 
there]  fore  I  must  take  time  to  consider  &  Enq  [ 
as]k  you  for  the  Sev1.  particulars  of  nev/s  you  [ 

]ble  to  give  you  from  this  Quarter  [  ] 

Sus]  quhanna,  who  have  been  long  Expected  [  ] 

]  Delawares  of  Ohio  now  here  &  I  [  ] 

]  very  p  [  ]  but  am  [  ]  ye.  [ 

]  Detroit  [  ] 

]  sumery  My  purposes  another  [  ] 

]  any  people,  In  [  ]  no  more  of  [  ] 

]  informs  me.  Viz1,  that  as  [  ] 

]  imediately  on  [  ]  getting  [ 

l1 

]  of  the  Treaty  [  ] 

]  that  all  matters  wd.  [ 

]  on  too  far,  as  large  Quant  [ 

]  ion  to  renew  hostilities  if  the  [  ] 


TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.2 

Johnson  Hall,  April  8th.  1765 — 

Sir  — 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  2d.  Ult°.  by  the  Hands  of  Mr. 
Wharton  who,  with  Mr.  Feild  came  here  a  few  Days  ago,  and 
inform  me  that  the  Paxtoneers  Seized  upon  the  Goods  He  was 


1  Lines  burned  off. 

2  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection.  This 
letter  is  for  the  most  part  identical  with  the  draft  dated  April  4,  1765, 
Johnson  Papers,  4:706-7.  The  latter  was  damaged  however,  and  this 
contains  the  last  paragraph  and  postscript  in  addition. 
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Sending  up  near  Sideling  Hill  6c  burned  6c  Destroyed  the  great¬ 
est  part  of  them  to  prevent  them  from  going  forward  to  the 
Indians.  6c  they  have  Sollicited  me  to  give  my  Sentiments  to  the 
General,  6c  ye.  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  that  a  Trade  should  be 
opened  wth.  ye.  Illinois  So  Soon  as  we  get  possession  of  it,  —  I 
find  these  Goods  were  carried  up  without  the  Governours  Pass, 
wh.  has  occasioned  many  censures  6c  much  discourse  in  that,  as 
well  as  in  this  Province,  6c  it  is  insinuated  that  the  same  was 
countenanced  6c  encouraged  by  You.  I  therefore  would  not  omit 
writeing  You  upon  it,  as  I  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  for 
You  to  clear  up  the  Matter  in  case  it  should  go  farther,  as  the 
Enernys  to  the  Department,  will  carry  it  what  length  they  can.  I 
have  wrote  Several  Persons  my  opinion  viz1,  that  their  pre- 
sumeing  upon  the  necessity  of  opening  a  Trade  w,h.  the  Illinois  so 
Soon  as  it  was  occupied,  had  induced  them  to  forward  the  Goods 
to  Fort  Pitt,  there  to  be  in  readiness,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for 
their  not  applying  to  ye.  Govr.  for  Lycence.  — 

I  imagine  the  Shawanese  would  hardly  have  Sent  back  the 
French  Traders  as  they  say,  6c  that  it  is  a  Finesse  of  theirs  to  get 
things,  of  this  you  will  be  the  best  judge  on  a  farther  enquiry,  but 
Oeeconomy  can  not  be  too  much  made  use  of,  as  I  find  by 
Genr1.  Gages  last  letter  that  the  Treasury  have  ordered  him  to 
Issue  no  more  Warrants,  nor  to  incurr  any  farther  Expence,  but  in 
cases  of  imediate  urgency  wherein  there  is  not  time  for  knowing 
his  Majestys  pleasure.  And  even  then,  the  reasonableness  of 
Acclts.  are  to  be  judged  of  at  Home  6c  approved,  or  rejected  as 
they  shall  see  fitting,  and  also  Vouchers  must  be  produced  for 
Everry  Article  of  Expence  6c  even  for  the  delivery  of  them  to  the 
Indians.  —  I  Apprehend  this  is  a  saving  preparatory  to  the  Estab¬ 
lishment  of  Ye.  Plan  but  it  must  be  strictly  observed  as  far  as 
possible.  — 

I  know  the  necessity  of  opening  a  Trade,  but  I  am  convinced 
it  cannot  be  managed  properly  till  there  are  a  sufficient  number 
of  Inspectors  over  it,  6c  the  Indians  can  be  told  that  their  own 
treachery  is  the  cause  of  its  not  going  on  with  alacrity,  as  the 
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Traders  know  not  how  they  can  venture  their  Persons  and  effects 
in  their  power  till  they  See  they  are  thoroughly  reformed,  but 
I  beleive  they  will  have  little  to  complain  on  the  score  of  a 
large  Trade,  as  I  apprehend  that  the  Traders  will  push  to  all 
Quarters  verry  soon.  — 

I  wrote  you  pretty  fully  the  9A  Ult°.  on  ye.  Subject  of  your 
Journy,  wherein  I  acquainted  you  with  ye.  Arrival  of  Killbuck  & 
that  he  was  detained  here  waiting  the  arrival  of  ye.  Rascally 
Delawares  at  Chenussio,  they  with  ye.  Six  Nations,  are  (I  hear) 
at  length  on  their  Way,  so  that  I  hope  to  finish  with  him  speedily, 
after  wh.  I  shall  write  You  whatever  may  occur  as  farther  neces¬ 
sary.  — 

The  Family  here  desire  their  Compliments  &  wish  you  a  pros¬ 
perous  Journey,  as  Does 

Sir 

Yr.  Sincere  Freind 
&  Humble  Servant 

George  Croghan  Fsqr.  —  WM.  Johnson 

Depy.  Agent  — 

P.  S.  I  cannot  as  yet  account  for 
ye.  Six  Nations  backwardness  in 
comemg  down,  on  my  call,  but 
I  think  it  does  not  look  well,  & 

I  believe  there  is  something  among 
them  a  brewing  not  verry  favourable 
wherefore  we  must  act  accordingly.  — 


FROM  JOHN  HAGERTY 

A.  L.  S. 

Head  of  Severn  River  Neare  annapolis 

Ann  Anarundal  County  Maryland 
f  April  8^.]  1765 


Sir  William  [  ] 

To  your  Advertisement  [ 


] 
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containd  your  Great  Encouragement  [ 
pleased  with  the  same,  Hoping  I  May  by  [ 
Inhabitant  of  your  Back  Countrey,  B  [ 
press  I  Judg  May  Answer  in  your  village  [ 
[  ]  that  Can  do  Substantial!  work.  But  [ 


[  ]  a  large  famaly.  I  have  8  Children  [  ]  4  Negro  [  ] 

[  ]  be  an  impossibility  for  us  to  c[ome  to]  you  by  La  [ 

[  ]  one  inclined  to  be  your  Tennant  they  would  Signify  [ 

yet  if  your  Honnour  pleases,  should  be  Glad  to  have  [ 
possable,  for  as  have  Made  a  large  purchase  where  [ 
hundred  pounds  in  Houses  and  Lands  so  that  I  cant  [ 

[  ]t  June;  For  as  I  am  Now  Employed  in  Farming,  Tavor[n] 
] ,  I  Could  not  settle  my  affairs  in  Les  then  3  or  6  mon  [ths  ] 
You  Should  think  I  am  a  proflegate  person  will  Send  you  [ 

[  ]  ndation  Sine  by  Many  Gentlemen  of  Charectejp-if  My  [ 

[  ]  be  proper  to  Send  his  Servant  an  answer  it  Shall  be  ans  [  ] 
again 

I  am  Sir  with  Submition  Yr.  very  Obed*.  Hble  [ 

Jn°.  Hagerty 

]  my  kash 
]  permits 

J.H. 

ADDRESSED : 

The  Honble. 

Sir  William  Johnson 
pr.  the  pensilvania 
post 


INDORSED: 

Philad3  Apr  10,  1765 

Recd.  under  cover,  and  forwarded 
by  your  Honor’s  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv'. 

P.  Franklin 
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FROM  HENRY  PECKWELL 

A.  L.  S. 

New  York  [April  9,  1765] 

[Hon]oured  Sir 

Having  the  pleasure  [  ] 

with  Mr.  Darlington,1  He  shewed  me  a  [  ] 

to  him  from  Sir  William,  signifing  y[ 

[  ]  a  Schoolmaster  by  the  20th.  of  May  [  ] 

]  ing  so  Excellent  a  Character  of  Sir  W  [  ] 

[encojurages  me  to  Inform  your  Honour,  That  I  [should  be  ] 
extreamly  happy  in  that  Station,  provided  [the  sum  that 
Sir  William  offers,  will  be  Sufficient.  For  [ 

]  Good  School  consisting  of  fifty  Six  Sch[olars 
]  in  that  Business  going  on  Nine  years.  [  ] 

will  be  Necessary,  to  know  upon  what  Terms  [ 

(having  a  Wife  &  four  Children)  And  as  prudence  [ 

[gov]erns  every  man’s  Conduct  in  Life,  I  hope  I  do  [ 

]  Sir  William,  by  desiring  to  Know  the  Terms,  [ 

]  the  Least  your  generous  disposition).  As  [ 
thinks,  (by  what  Mr.  Darlington  will  inform  [ 
that  I  may  be  Suitable;  I  shall  make  it  m[y  ] 

Care  to  merit  your  good  Opinion,  &  that  [  ] 

Community. 

I  am 

Honoured  Sir 
Your 

[Henry  Peckwell] 

ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Right  Honourable 
Sir  William  Johnston  Bar1. 


1  William  Darlington. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  JOHN  CAMPBELL  IN  FAVOR  OF  MINI  CHESNE 

A.  D.  S. 

Detroit  10  April  1765 

[  1  his  certifies]  that  Minichesne  served  as  an  Indian 
[Interpreter]  from  the  fifteenth  of  November  1764 
[  ]  at  the  rate  of  £50. — .-Sterling  'p  Ann 

[  ]  pounds  five  Shillings  &  eight  pence  half 

[penny.]  — 

John  Campbell  L‘  Col° 

1 7th  Reg1 


RECEIPT  OF  MINICHESNE 

D.  S.1 

Detroit  April  10"  [1765] 

Received  a  Promissory  Note  for  the  pay1,  [of  the] 
within  Contents  in  full 

MINIS  [HESNE] 


FROM  JOHN  BRADSTREET 

A.  L.  S. 

Albany  [April  10,  1765\ 


[  ] 

Mr.  Schuyl[er  ] 

deliver’d  me  Your  f[avour  ] 

date,  permit  me  to  tra[ce 

the  outlines  of  the  certificate  ] 

[ap]  pears  to  me  to  be  prop[  ] 

ask  [in]  g  the  favor  You  will  return  [  ] 

]  the  bearer  with  such  alterations 
[as]  You  may  think  prop  [er  ] 

[  ]  patient  to  Settle  this  Affair  [  ] 


1  Written  on  back  of  Campbell’s  certificate. 
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[I  thin] k  it  is  expected  I  should  adva[nce  ] 

[m]  oney  for  the  Public  Service  [  ] 

[ th ] ink  I  shall  have  any  trouble  ] 


[ 

]  Account  at  Home  and  I  [ 

] 

[ 

]  give  you  so  much. 

I  a[m] 

Sir 

Your  most  hufmble 

] 

Jn°  Bra[dstreet] 

[Sir 

William]  John  [son] 

FROM  JOHN  GLEN  JR. 

A.L.  S. 

Scho[nectady  April  /  /, 

1765] 

[ 

] 

1  J 

Sent  the  Sixty  [ 

] 

[  ] 

Barrills  of  Flower  [ 

] 

[  ] 

Fonda  for  them  [ 

] 

[ 

]  day  send  Seven  [ 

] 

[  ] 

and  four  D°.  of  Flower  [ 

] 

[ 

]  Provisions  Come  [ 

] 

[ 

]  Exstreamly  Good.  [ 

] 

[ 

]  to  acquaint  you  of  [ 

] 

[ 

]  you  will  be  pleas’d  [ 

] 

[ 

]  tys  1  intend  to  go  to  [ 

] 

[ 

]  Thursday  Next  if  you  [ 

] 

[ 

]  Commands  down  I  will  [ 

] 

[ 

]  you. 

I  am  your  Most  [ 

] 

Humble  Servant 
Jno  Glen  Jr 


William  Johnson 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  1 2th.  1765  — 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  31st.  Ult0.,2 3  and 
I  am  much  oblidged  to  You  for  ye.  particular  Manner  in  which 
You  stated  the  late  Orders  from  ye.  Treasury  as  it  will  enable 
me  to  act  with  better  security  to  myself  (Altho  it  may  greatly 
affect  the  Service,  as  I  could  fully  evince  in  several  Instances) 
I  lately  wrote'  You  by  Mr.  Wharton4  concerning  Mr.  Crog- 
hans  draft,  but  this  letter  clears  up  the  Matter  that  you  cannot 
as  yet  admit  of  it.  I  have  all  along  recommended  the  strictest 
Oeconomy  to  Mr.  Croghan.  He  has  transmitted  me  ye.  par¬ 
ticulars  of  his  Acclt.  with  ye.  Vouchers  for  the  Same,  but  those 
for  Delivery  You  know  cannot  be  obtained  for  some  time,  nor 
can  I  see  in  what  manner  Vouchers  of  Delivery  to  the  Indians 
can  be  got,  unless  the  Officers  Certificate  who  Accompanys  him 
be  deemed  Sufficient,  which  I  think  he  should  have,  for  was  a 
Man  disposed  to  cheat  ye.  Crown,  Indian  Vouchers  might  easily 
be  procured,  and  I  apprehend  the  Board  of  Treasury  cannot 
possibly  be  acquainted  with  these  Matters,  consequently  a  Per¬ 
son  may  undertake  that  for  which  there  appears  a  necessity  with¬ 
out  having  his  Acc'h  past,  to  his  own  Infinite  prejudice,  besides 
the  Merch,s.  always  expect  drafts,  much  might  be  said  on  a 
Subject  of  this  nature  but  you  are  I  presume  sufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted  wA  ye.  consequences  Attending  the  late  Order,  and 
therefore  I  need  not  to  Enlarge  upon  it  farther  than  by  observ¬ 
ing  that  many  things  might  occur  Essentially  necessary  to  the 
Service,  which  must  inevitably  fail  or  prove  abortive  by  waiting 
his  Majestys  Approbation. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  draft  in  mutilated  form  printed  in 
Johnson  Papers,  4:708-10. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:702-4. 

3  April  3,  1765,  ante  pp.  664-66. 

4  Samuel  Wharton. 
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From  what  You  were  pleased  to  Observe  I  find  the  prosecution 
agst.  Kayadarusseras  Patent  must  drop  notwithstanding  the  Con¬ 
sequences  which  may  attend  the  repeated  Cry  for  Justice  from  all 
the  Indians,  but  indeed  I  have  little  expectation  from  it  by  an 
ordinary  Course  of  Law,  for  tho  I  could  sufficiently  convince  any 
reasonable  Person  from  good  Authority  of  the  Villainy,  and 
fraud  of  it,  Yet  I  beleive  their  Argument  that  a  Patent  cant  Err 
together  with  the  interposition  of  so  many  Interested  Persons 
might  prevent  a  favourable,  or  I  may  say  a  Just  Decission.  — 

The  Atty.  Genr1.  lately  sent  me  up  a  Bill  of  Costs  Amt§.  to 
about  £110  Curcy.  concerning  a  Suit  he  carried  on  by  Order  of 
the  Governour  &  Council  in  1763  about  Indian  Claims  at  Cana- 
johare,  which  the  Partys  have  since  compromised  with  the 
Indians,  and  as  there  is  no  Provincial  Fund  for  defraying  this. 
He  is  verry  sollicitous  for  me  to  pay  it,  I  must  beg  to  know  your 
Sentiments  upon  it.  — 

Co!1.  Bradstreet  has  sent  me  by  Mr.  Schyler  a  paragraph  of 
your  letter  wherein  you  direct  him  to  procure  a  Certificate  from 
me  for  his  Indian  Disbursements,  this,  I  could  not  give  him, 
as  I  knew  nothing  of  his  Expences,  but  at  his  particular  desire  I 
certified  that  upon  Service,  and  at  Treatys  the  Indians  are  wont 
to  Expect  Presents,  liquor,  Amunition  &ca.  and  that  I  presumed 
he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  Supply  them. 

I  heartily  wish  the  Pacquet  may  bring  us  some  farther  In¬ 
structions,  or  Explanations  so  as  that  the  Service  may  go  on  with¬ 
out  Interruption.  —  I  do  not  know  what  to  think  of  the  Delay 
made  by  the  Six  Nations  Delawares  &ca.,  a  large  Number 
amounting  to  near  200  are  now  here  &  have  been  so  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  waiting  their  Arrival,  tho  as  yet  to  no  purpose.  I 
beleive  the  conduct  of  the  Shawanese  may  have  some  effect  upon 
the  Senecas,  and  may  induce  them  to  retard  their  Journy  till  they 
hear  the  final  resolutions  of  that  Nation,  whose  pacific  disposition 
I  doubt  cannot  much  be  relied  on,  for  tho  they  are  not  numerous 
they  will  always  get  Supplys  and  Assistance.  As  Matters  now 
Stand  I  am  sorry  to  See  such  quantitys  of  Goods  daily  going  for- 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


689 


ward  until  all  Affrs.  are  Settled,  because  When  Trade  was 
allowed  it  was  expected  that  Several  of  the  Nations  would  have 
imediately  come  in,  and  ratified  their  engagements,  this,  they  have 
not  yet  performed  &  ’till  then  a  Trade  cannot  be  verry  safely 
carried  on,  these  thoughts  I  submit  to  your  consideration.  — 
and 

Am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient, 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genre  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

indorsed  : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar'. 

April  12*  1765. 
received  Ap1.  20'h. — A 
answered — 

FROM  JOHN  JOHNSTON 

L.  S. 

Mohawks  Ap[ril  13,  1765 ] 


Sir/ 

Yesterday  Johney  [Montour  ] 

with  me  for  the  Coppy  of  his  father’s1  [  ] 

which  I  Gave  him  for  the  Reasons  [  ] 

had  Mis  Layd.  their  Acc's.  I  InClose  th  [  ] 

former  Delivered  in,  and  hope  You  will  [  ] 

Settle  it  — 

I  would  Likewise  Aqquant  You  I  ha[ve 
Yet  Received  the  Mens  Acc1.  of  Cap'.  [Buttler]2 

I  AM  Your  Ever  Dev'd.  &  hu[  ] 


John  [Johnston3] 


1  Henry  Montour. 

2  Captain  John  Butler. 

3  Captain  of  Indians. 
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] 

} 

ADDRESSED : 

On  his  Majestys  Service 
For 

the  Hon1.  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 

att  Johnson  Hall 

INDORSED:1 

April  13  A  1765 


I  Delivered  a  Coppy  J 
to  Joney  Montour  \ 

But  Least  it  Should  Miscarry  I  [ 
to  Sir  William  for  Your  Satis  [ 


Cap*.  John  Johnstons 
Letter  — 

FROM  JOHN  MACOMB 

A.  L.  S. 

New  [Y ork  April  14,  1765 ] 

[  ] 

I  woud  have  done  my  Self  the  pleasure  of  answering  [ 
now  but  defered  it  until  I  woud  be  able  to  advise  you  how  [  ] 
At  the  request  of  my  Creditors  I  came  here  &  brought  with  me 
]  the  whole  of  which  I  have  given  up  to  Satisfie  their 
Just  dem[ands  ]  accepted  of  and  Approved  of  my  Conduct, 
so  that  I  am  now  as  [  ]  my  mind  as  the  hour  I  was  born,  & 

how  to  imploy  or  what  to  tu  [  ]  [  ]  a  loss 

I  have  been  so  very  unhappy  in  Trade  of  late  years  that  I  [  ] 
Vicisitudes  attending  it)  heartily  tired  of  it,  &  coud  I  find  any 
other  [  ]  [  ]  Chance  so  that  I  coud  make  a  Toler¬ 
able  support  for  my  [  ]  [  ]  embrace  it. 

I  have  been  advised  to  apply  for  the  office  of  high  [ 
some  of  my  friends  have  ofred  their  Assistance  —  also  [ 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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[collector]  ship  of  the  Port  of  Albany,  as  its  aledg’d  Cap'.  F  [  ] 
[  ]  of  the  office  but  will  Appoint  a  Deputy 

[  ]  nted  one  of  the  Commissarys  for  Indian  [affairs  ] 

1  ]  have  been  the  subject  of  some  of  my  freinds  for  the  [  ] 

[  ]  I  have  had  many  proofs  of  your  sincere  regard  for  [ 


[  ]  mg  this  before  you,  &  hope  you’l  be  pleased  to  favour  me  [  ] 
]  interest  in  procuring  either  of  these  or  what  ever  else  [  ] 

[  ]fit 

]  but  I  shall  leave  this  in  a  few  days  for  Al[bany  ] 
]  owing  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  as  soon  [ 

Sir 

Your  most  Obediant 
Humble  Servant 

John  Macomb 

FROM  HENRY  VAN  SCHAACK 

A.  L.  S. 

Albany  [April  14,  1765 ] 


[  ] 

I  returned  last  night  from  New  York  [ 

I  found  my  New  England  Corrispondent  had  [ 

]  for  last  winter  in  pursuance  of  Your  order  [ 
[w]hen  I  was  at  Your  house.  I  shall  send  him  tomorrow  [ 
[  w]  ill  please  to  send  for  him. 

Cap  Davis1  arrived  at  New  York  last  Wednesday  [ 


]  London.  By  him  we  are  informed  that  the  Act  for  a 
Stamp  D  [uty] 

[  ]ble  to  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons  here  inclosed  [  ] 
[  ]  tax  in  America  has  been  laid  before  the  house  of  [Lords] 

[  ]  apprehend  an  Act  for  that  purpose  will  pass  th[ 

[imag]ine  it  will  not  take  place  for  some  time  to  com[e 


1  Captain  William  Davis. 
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[ster]ling  'p  acre  upon  all  lands  Cultivated  &  un[  ] 

[  ]  —  No  likelihood  of  a  change  in  the  Mini[stry 

[  ]  North  America  —  great  difficulties  in  the  [ 

]  very  cramped  instructions  to  the  G  [  ] 

]  11s  drawn  for  the  publick  service,  protested  [  1 

[  ]  deal  of  confusions  among  the  great. 

Mr.  Cole1  and  I  have  waited  on  the  Gen  [ 

]  goods  carried  in  the  Kings  Vessells,  which  [  ] 

[  ],  We  have  delivered  in  a  Memorial  to  him  [ 

[  ]  hardships  traders  were  exposed  to  in  crossing  [ 

[  ]  boats;  He  was  pleased  to  tell  us  that  he  would  consid[er] 

]  be  extreamly  obliged  to  you  Sir  (if  you  think  [ 

]  tter)  to  mention  the  affair  to  the  General.  Traders  [  ] 

]  with  quantities  of  Ammunition  &  other  valuable  [ 
[presen]  tation  to  the  Indians  &  we  are  very  apprehensive  [ 

[  ] ,  besides  it  gives  the  unfair  trader  an  [of]  oppor  [tunity] 

]  the  Indians  in  the  woods,  without  paying  any  [ 

[  ]  proclamation  respecting  the  trade  to  be  carried  [ 

[  ]  settlements  except  at  the  Posts  Garrisond  by  [ 

[  ]  Willingly  pay  a  freight  to  his  Majesty  if  our  [  ] 

]  I  am  with  great  Respect  &  in  a  hurry 

Your  Most  [  ] 

H[enry  van  Schaack] 

]  General 

]ed  to  you 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


FROM  GOLDSBROW  BANYAR 

A.  L.  S. 

^  [Netv  York  April  15,  1765 ] 

]  letter  of  the  72A.  March.  I  s  [  ] 

]  not  Time  enough  to  answer  [ 

]  I  agree  you  cannot  be  too  ca[reful  ] 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Cole. 
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[  ]  Certificates  required.  Of  the  sh[are 

[  ]  doubt  of  Francks:  that  of  Z[  ] 

[  ]  little  doubt  of  [but],  the  Indian  [  ] 

[  ]  it  stands  the  Parties  in  s  [ 

[  ]  ember  it,  and  that  very  speedily,  [ 

[  ]  ing  Report  of  farther  Restrictions  [ 

[  ]  may  be  soon  expected,  respecting  G[ 

[  ]  a  total  Stop,  [but]  I  conjecture  [ 

[  pr]  ohibition  to  the  passing  of  any  Grant  [ 

[  ]  s,  or  to  such  Gentlemen  who  have  a  [ 

[  ]  kings  Mandamus  —  As  to  Cunning  [ 

]  small  Affair,  and  the  Original  Purcha[se 
[  ]  the  Indians  will  I  suppose  expect  to  be  [ 

the]  sooner  they  finish  these  Matters  the  bet  [ter 
[  ]  nothing  of  Mr  Du  Boiss,  but  suppose  h[-" 

]  proper  Steps.  Inclosed  you  have  the  Bo[ 

]  Patent  to  Francis  Harrison  &  others  —  [ 

[  ]  Patent  of  near  or  ab*.  10,000  Acres  is  g[  ] 

]  of  about  1 00  Acres  each,  the  description  [  ] 

]  very  long,  and  appears  to  me  not  satisfacto  [ry 
]  lacking  the  general  boundary  the  only  general  description 
in  the  p  [  ] 

[  ]  h  Tract  is  in  these  Words  “All  that  [  3 

[par]  cel  of  Land  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  [ 

be]  ginning  at  a  Place  there  called  the  [ 

]  being  the  Eastermost  Bounds  call[ed 
]  ogen  running  along  on  both  sides  [ 

[  ]  unto  a  Place  called  Ganend[ 

[  ]  End  of  it.  It  [  ]  about  [  ] 

]  both  Sides  of  the  said  [  ] 

[  ]  bearing  Date  1 722  [  ] 

[  ]  Patrick  [  ] 

[  l1 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


]  the  Dispute  [  ] 

]  mined  by  the  laying  of  [  ] 

]  ing  the  Aspect  of  In[  ] 

]  to  present  or  to  support  them  [  ] 

]  appeals  is  referred  to  the  Boa  [  ] 

]  I  hear  writes  that  the  de  [  ] 

l1 

]  but  Accounts  from  Cunning  [ham 
]  had  not  received  any  opinion,  yet  eith  [er 

]  neral  on  their  eminent  Council  [  ] 

]  had  laid  it.  I  really  flatter  my  s  [elf 
]  seeing  you  the  latter  End  of  next  month  [ 


Situation  every  such  Hope  must  be  [  ] 

I  am  Dr.  Sr.  Wm.  your  affection  [ate] 

&  very  hble  Servafnt] 
Gw  Banyar 


FROM  JOHN  ALEXANDER 

A.  L.  S. 

New  york  [ April  15,  1765 ] 


Honble.  Sir 

About  a  Month  ago  We  Present  [ 

y]ou,  Adviseing  that  Geo.  Croghan’s  Bill  [ 

[  ]  of  Leu1.  Geo.  Mc.Dougal  due  24th.  Ulto.  Was  [ 

[  ]  intreating  as  a  favr.  you  wou’d  be  plea[sed 

]  paym*.  here  Which  we  Suppose  would  [ 

[  ]  agreeable  to  you — Seeing  we  have  no  [ 

]  said  Letter  has  some  how  Miscarried  [ 
Jions  the  trouble  of  the  present.  To  [ 

]  If  Agreeable  to  you  —  Which  wi  [11 
]  them  who  are  very  respectfully 
HonWe.  Sir 

Your  very  hu[mble] 


J.  Alexan  [der] 


[ 


]  £271  -  Currency 
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ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Honourable 

Sir  William  Johnson  Barnlt. 

Johnson  hall 

FROM  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON 

A.  L.  S. 

[New  York  April  15,  1765 ] 


[  ] 

Your  favor  of  the  [  ]lh.  Ult°.  [  ] 

[Guysb]  ert  Marselis  whom  sails  Cn  Wa  [ 

]des  therein  Requested  and  also  th[ 

[  ]  Mr.  Mortier  of  wch  shall  advise  you  [  ^ 

]ance,  per  Volkert  Dawse1  who  saild  [  ] 

[  c]are  of  Doctor  Stringer,2  two  parcells  of  [  ] 

[  ]d  Cap1.  Davis3 4  from  England,  I  shoud  [ 

]  per  Said  Vessell  with  the  trees,  but  the  [ 
enjough  for  the  Sloop,  wch  was  just  [ 

]  forward  the  Trees  as  soon  as  Opper[tunity 
]  tter  &  the  seeds  I  have  sent  to  the  care  of  [ 

V]an  Allen1  who  sails  this  day  &  the  Rem  [ 
c]ome  per  Guysbert  Marselis — 

]  was  Informd  of  a  Bundle  bound  round  [ 
an]d  Containing  parchment,  directed  for  Sir  Wfilliam  ] 
]  London  per  the  Cornelia,  Montgomery 
]  the  Coffee  House,  wch  when  I  enquirfed 
]  not  learn  who  had  taken  it  up,  I  hope  y[ou  ] 

|  it  ere  this,  there  has  been  no  Corn  at  Market  [  ] 

]  1 sf.  Parcell  wch  prevents  your  receiving  the  [ 


1  Volkert  A’m  Douw,  skipper. 

2  Dr.  Samuel  Stringer  of  Albany,  New  York. 

3  Captain  William  Davis,  skipper. 

4  Captain  Barent  Van  Alen,  skipper. 
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]  wont  be  long  before  youll  receive  it.  Inclos  [ 

]  Henry  Peckwell,  whom  seems  inclinable  [  ] 

sch]  ool  you  mention,  I  have  have  known  him  s  [  ] 

]  in  wch  time  he  has  always  had  the  Character  ] 

]  Sober,  Industrious  Man,  and  also  of  a  per  [son  ] 

]  ing  Writing  &  Arithmetic,  he  has  a  verry  [  ] 

]  but  it  being  Troublesome  to  Collect  small  [  ] 

]  many  different  People  for  the  Education  [  ] 

]  to  the  Scarcity  of  Cash,  is  a  great  [ 

]  moval,  &  I  dare  say  he  is  a  verry  fi  [  ] 

[  ]d  School,  —  My  Wife  Joins  me  [  ] 

]  believe  me, 

Sir 

Y'  Verry  [  3 


Will[iam  Darlington] 

JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  HOWARD 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Nov.  3,  1764  —  April  16, 1765] 
November  3d.  1764 

Kehanamazo  an  Indian  told  me  that  the  Puttawattamees  con¬ 
tinued  the  War  against  the  English  by  the  persuasions  of  the 
French,  and  that  there  was  a  little  French  Officer  from  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  at  S'.  Josephs  and  that  the  Puttawattamees  had  carried  a 
Belt  to  the  Grand  River,  whether  they  wou’d  accept  of  it  or  not 
he  did  not  know. 

December  the  8th. 

I  heard  that  the  Puttawattamees  had  been  at  War  at  Detroit, 
and  that  part  of  the  Chippawas  were  gone  to  get  Amunition  of 
the  French  the  other  side  of  the  Lake,  and  that  there  was  a  party 
of  Indians  to  intercept  the  passing  of  any  Boats  from  Detroit  to 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  July 

25,  1765. 
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Missillimackinac,  &  that  some  bad  Indians  talk’d  of  going  in  a 
Council  and  Speake  very  friendly  &  Surprise  the  Forts. 

January  22d.  1  765 

Was  told  by  the  French  that  Sergeant  La  granduere  was  at 
S*.  Josephs  from  the  Missisippi,  with  Powder  Ball,  Tobacco, 
Flour  and  Rum,  which  he  sold  to  the  Indians. 

February  1  1  A 

I  heard  that  fifty  Canoes  of  Chippawas  were  gone  to  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  that  there  was  a  great  plenty  of  Rum  at  Shekago1  and 
goods  to  the  Amount  of  Fifty  Thousand  livres  gone  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Nations  in  and  about  Labay. 

April  6th. 

At  the  Grand  River  I  heard  that  sometime  in  the  Winter  the 
Breastbone  was  at  Detroit  and  the  Priest,  Jako,  ancTCuellierier 
had  sent  some  news  to  Minettiwaby,  they  said  they  had  receiv’d 
a  Letter  which  he  saw,  and  in  the  Letter  there  was  a  large  paper 
with  a  great  Seal  which  Cuillierier  read  and  contain’d  as  follows 

My  Children  the  English  say  they  have  laid  me  low  but  it  is 
a  lye.  I  only  left  you  for  a  little  while,  I  am  now  come  again,  I 
have  already  taken  Quebec  and  the  Three  Rivers,  and  with 
Thirty  large  Ships,  have  drove  Forty  English  up  to  Montreal  I 
send  you  this  news  before.  I  shall  soon  come  and  convince  you 
myself,  my  Heart  is  divided  in  two,  and  I  shall  come  by  two 
ways;  by  way  of  the  Missisippi  and  Quebec  —  I  have  sent 
a  great  plenty  of  Rum  and  Goods  to  the  Illinois  with  Presents 
for  the  Indians,  and  as  soon  as  I  come  I  will  drive  all  the  English 
away,  and  those  Indians  who  regard  the  English  at  present,  I 
will  not  Regard  when  I  come.  If  you  doubt  the  truth  of  what  I 
say  I  will  send  Francois  to  the  Illinois  who  will  return  with  the 
Army  —  you  are  to  acquaint  no  person  with  the  News  but 
Minettiwaby;  and  take  particular  care  that  the  English  don’t 
know  of  it,  if  they  know  it  they  will  put  bad  Medecines  in  the 


1  Chicago. 
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Waters  and  kill  us  with  the  Indians  —  they  say  they  will  bring 
plenty  of  Goods,  but  its  a  lye  for  all  the  Roads  are  stop’d 

They  will  sell  you  Rum  for  your  Silver  Works  and  Wampum 
untill  you  are  quite  naked  and  what  will  you  then  do,  and  then 
they  will  starve  you  with  your  Wives  &  Children.  Cullierier  said 
the  Letter  came  to  him  under  Ground  and  that  the  English  in 
Canada  were  gone,  and  getting  away  as  fast  as  possible.  At 
Niagara  there  was  but  few.  The  few  who  Remain  amongst  you 
I  would  not  have  you  to  kill. 


April  15  th. 

Mashkegon  an  Indian  ariv’d  &  says  that  Jako  had  been  to  the 
Illinois  and  that  their  Father  is  there  and  holds  the  Hatchet  by 
the  middle  of  the  Handle,  but  as  soon  as  the  Strawberrys  is  Ripe 
he  will  take  it  by  the  proper  end. 

16* 

A  Frenchman  arived  and  the  Indians  have  the  following 
News.  That  the  War  is  greater  in  Europe  than  ever,  and  that 
Mr.  Tullong  wintered  at  Skekago,  with  Rum,  powder,  Ball  & 
other  merchandise,  and  that  there  are  two  Cannoes  gone  to  S'. 
Josephs  with  Powder,  Ball,  Flour  &  other  merchandize,  and  it 
was  thought  the  bad  in  those  parts  as  soon  as  the  French  had 
properly  supplied  them  would  attack  a  Village  beyond  Oswego. 

The  above  given  me  by  M  Chinn1.  Merch1.  who  winter’d 
with  the  Ottawas. 

WM.  Howard2 

True  Copy  — 


INDORSED: 

Intelligence  from 
Michilimackinac 


1  Edward  Chinn. 

2  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac. 
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FROM  RALPH  BURTON 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Montreal,  April  ye.  16th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  favoured  with  your  very  obligeing  letter, 
of  Feby.  28th.  by  Monsr.  Hertell.12  The  Cacknawaga  Indians, 
who  returnd  with  him,  were  here  this  day,  to  pay  their  respects 
to  me,  as  is  their  custom  after  a  Campaign,  they  appeared  well 
satisfied,  at  least,  made  no  complaints,  or  any  demands. 

By  what  you  are  so  good  as  to  tell  me,  all  Indian  affairs  seem 
to  go  on  well,  and  I  most  sincerely  hope,  in  order  to  put  a  finish¬ 
ing  stroke  to  those  matters,  that  the  January  Packet,  may  bring 
you  out,  such  plans,  as  you  may  have  sent  home,  approved,  and 
full  powers,  of  makeing  a  Lasting  Peace  with  them,  which  as  you 
very  rightly  observe,  can  not  be  lasting,  if  it  is  not  reasonable,  & 
those  People,  are  very  far  from  wanting  discernment. 

Proper  Officers  upon  the  several  Frontiers,  is  certainly  the 
onely  method,  of  keeping  things  quiet,  and  in  the  right  Channel; 
I  hope,  if  convenient,  Canada  will  be  Captain  Claus’s  Depart¬ 
ment. 

I  think  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  a  little  time  ago.  Captain 
Campbell3  of  the  27th.  Regimh  showed  me  a  Commission,  he  had 
got  from  Governor  Murray,4  for  the  management  of  the  Indians, 
and  their  affairs,  within  the  Province  of  Quebec.  I  told  him,  how 
far  such  a  Commission,  might  interfere  in  your  Department,  I 
was  not  a  Judge. 

I  do  not  believe  he  has  as  yet  made  any  use  of  it,  he  goes  to 
New  York  very  soon,  and  says  he  proposes  waiting  upon  you.  — 
This  you  will  receive  by  Monsr.  Pertuis,5  who  has  since  I  knew 

1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

2  John  Jacob  Hertel,  a  Canadian  officer  of  Indians. 

3  Captain  John  Campbell. 

4  James  Murray,  governor  of  Canada. 

5  Louis  Perthuis,  Indian  interpreter. 
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him,  allways  behaved  well,  and  I  hope  he  will  continue,  so  to  do. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  kind  Congratulations, 
upon  His  Majesty  haveing  honored  me  with  the  Command  of 
the  third  Regiment. 

The  Jany.  Packet,  will,  I  expect,  decide  whether  I  am  to  re¬ 
main  in  America,  or  Join  my  Regim’.  at  Minorca;  should  I  pass 
the  Summer  here  and  your  Son1  chooses  to  take  a  Jaunt  to 
Canada,  I  should  be  extremly  glad  of  his  Company,  and  should 
try  to  make  this  Place  as  agreable  to  him  as  possible. 

Mrs  Burton  is  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Pease,  and  begs  to 
Join  in  best  respects  to  you,  and  your  Family. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  with  great  sincerity 
your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

R  Burton 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1.  &c.  &c. 
indorsed  :2 

Montreal  April  16th.  1765 


Brigdr.  Burtons  letter 

TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN3 
Contemporary  Copy 4 

[Johnson  Hall],  April  /8A  1765. 

Sir  — 

I  should  have  answered  your  favr.  of  the  28*.  of  Febry.5  some 
days  ago  but  from  my  great  hurry  owing  to  the  arrival  of  several 
Indians  —  the  upper  Nations,  and  among  them  the  Senecas  are 

1  John  Johnson. 

2  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

8  Lieut.  Col.  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Niagara. 

4  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

6  Ante  pp.  612-13. 
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hourly  expected,  the  Deputies  from  the  Delawares  of  Ohio  have 
long  detained  here,  waiting  their  Arrival  —  Your  Observation 
regarding  the  Senecas  is  very  Just.  I  have  no  great  dependance 
on  more  than  two  of  their  Villages.  —  the  Senecas  have  several 
reasons  (too  many  to  be  comprized  in  a  letter)  which  seems 
to  them  very  strong,  and  sufficient  to  Justify  their  Dislike  to  the 
English;  and  when  we  consider  that  Niagara  was,  during  the 
Government  of  the  French,  a  Store  house  for  bribery  for  the 
Indians,  at  which  place  the  Senecas  were  taken  particular  notice, 
infinitely  beyond  any  thing  the  Brittish  Government  will  allow, 
that  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  transporting  the  Traders  Goods 
over  the  Carrying  Place,  and  were  under  no  apprehensions  of 
any  Encroachments,  I  say,  these,  and  many  other  Matters  equally 
powerful  with  them,  give  us  reason  to  expect  little  real  Sincerity 
from  these  P eople,  until  we  adopt  such  measures  as  may  regain 
their  Affection;  and  this  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  ne¬ 
glected,  because  the  Senecas  have  a  universal  influence  over  all 
the  Nations  to  the  Illenois,  and  are  thereby  capable  of  doing  us 
infinite  harm,  or  on  the  other  hand,  can  secure  Peace  to  us  in  most 
other  parts,  provided  themselves  are  contented.  —  I  daily  expect 
to  hear  concerning  the  final  Settlement  of  the  Plan  for  the  future 
management  of  my  Department  from  which  many  public  Advan¬ 
tages  will  result,  and  therefore  I  wish  it  may  come  in  sufficient 
time  to  make  the  necessary  appointments.  —  I  am  Sr. 

Yrs.  &c  — 

W.  Johnson  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  20lh.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

Since  my  last  of  the  12th.  Ins*.2  the  Ondaga  Indians  Ar- 

- i - 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  largely  destroyed  by  fire,  was 
printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:720. 

2  Ante,  pp.  687-89. 
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rived  here  with  Several  of  the  other  Nations.  So  that  the  Num¬ 
ber  now  at  this  place  amounts  to  above  400,  and  this  Morning  a 
Messinger  arrived  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  from  the  Senecas 
informing  me  that  they  were  on  the  Way  to  the  Number  of 
120,  as  also  a  large  Party  of  the  Cayugaes,  with  several  Dela¬ 
wares  &  some  Prisoners,  that  they  would  be  here  in  four  Days, 
&  expected  those  confined  at  New  York.  &  the  2  Hostages  would 
be  in  readiness  to  be  restored,  but  I  have  answered  them  that  I 
shall  first  See  what  Prisoners  they  bring  down,  &  how  they  will  act 
at  the  ensueing  Treaty. 

The  Number  of  Indians  already  so  long  here  has  occasioned 
a  great  consumption  of  provisions,  which  will  be  still  greater  on  ye 
Arrival  of  the  rest,  and  notwithstanding  all  my  Directions  to  the 
contrary,  there  was  no  preventing  their  coming  so  numerous, 
which  is  owing  to  their  great  scarcity  at  Home,  for  many  of  them 
come  on  no  other  Acc".  but  to  get  provisions  &ca.,  as  public 
business  is  transacted  with  only  the  Cheifs.  When  all  mett  I  shall 
make  as  Short  work  with  them  as  possible  to  lessen  ye.  Expence 
which  at  any  rate  will  be  greater  than  I  could  wish,  but  I  am 
hopefull  the  result  of  the  Meeting  may  in  some  measure  answer 
the  great  charge,  &  unspeakable  Trouble  attending  it. 

Inclosed  is  an  Acc'.  of  my  own,  and  Officers  P ay  to  the  25’C 
Ult0.,  which  I  must  request  yr.  Warrant  for.  &  As  Soon  as  the 
Meeting  is  ended.  You  shall  have  An  Accompt  of  what  has  been 
given  to  the  Indians  who  Accompanied  the  Army1  last  Cam¬ 
paign,  together  with  the  Expence  of  this  Meeting,  which  I  hope 
may  be  the  last  until  the  Plan  is  Settled  one  way  or  other.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genr1.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson. 


1  Colonel  Bradstreet’s  army. 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

April  20th.  1765. 

Inclosing  An  Acc'.  of  Pay  due 
to  him  &  the  Indn.  Offrs.  — 
answered  — 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Fort  George  New  York  April  22,  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  for  some  time  expected  a  particular  Account  of  the 
Situation  and  quantity  of  land  which  the  Indians  have  conveyed 
that  I  may  as  particularly  as  I  can  inform  the  Board-trf  Trade. 
My  son  tells  me  that  he  has  no  instructions  from  you  &  that  the 
return  which  Vrowman  has  made  is  of  the  Survey  when  the 
Indians  stopt  him  by  mistake  &  not  of  what  was  don  afterwards. 
I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  of  this  least  you  should  imagine 
that  I  am  unmindful  of  any  thing  which  concerns  you 

There  are  no  accounts  from  England  that  can  in  the  least  be 
depended  on  in  relation  to  the  publick  Disputes  in  this  Province. 
A  letter  from  Boston  says  that  the  Assembly  of  New  York  has 
incurred  the  Kings  Displeasure  more  than  any  other.  I  think 
we  shall  know  nothing  with  certainty  before  June 
I  am  very  affectionately 

Sir  Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
Cadwallader  Colden 
Honourable  Sir  Willm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

have  you  given  any  directions 

the  Attorney  Gen1  relating  to 

[K]  ayaderossoras  which  he  tells  me  he  desired 


1  In  Harvard  University  Library,  Sparks  Collection. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  April  27th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  Just  received  your  favour  of  the  1 5th.2  concerning  Mr. 
Croghans  proceedings.  —  I  examined  Mr.  Wharton3  verry 
closely  &  repeatedly  about  it,  and  he  as  often  assured  me  that 
Mr.  Croghan  had  not  the  least  Interest  in,  or  concern  with  the 
Goods,  but  that  they  were  intended  to  remain  at  Fort  Pitt  till 
the  Illinois  was  in  our  possession  As  to  any  other  particulars 
concerning  them  I  am  totally  a  Stranger.  Mr.  Crognan  has 
wrote  to  me  abl.  them  in  a  verry  different  Stile  from  that  of  an 
Interested  Person,  but  as  that  might  be  naturally  expected,  & 
that  it  is  conjectured  He  has  been  in  some  measure  concerned  in 
the  Trade  wth.  these  Persons,  I  think  the  Affair  had  better  be 
examined  into  in  a  proper  manner,  and  therefore  I  shall  expect 
the  favour  of  Your  Sentiments  &  directions  thereon.  I  own  he 
always  Appeared  to  me  in  a  verry  different  light,  nor  did  he  ever 
give  me  the  smallest  reason  to  suspect  him  of  such  a  procedure, 
this  I  am  persuaded  of,  that  I  should  find  it  a  difficult  task  to 
find  a  Man  at  all  calculated  for  the  Employment  who  Would 
for  so  long  a  time  support  as  disinterested  a  Character,  but  wheie 
such  Charges  are  made,  I  think  it  best  that  all  possible  Proofs  be 
collected,  &  that  he  may  be  brought  to  answer  for  Himself.  It 
is  the  first  Instance  of  this  Nature  in  my  Department,  &  there¬ 
fore  I  would  willingly  have  it  strictly  enquired  into.  The  Senecas 
accompanied  by  the  Squash  Cutter  &  Longcoat  &ca  are  Just  ar 
rived  this  Moment.  I  am  not  able  at  present  to  give  ou  any  par 
ticulars,  but  hope  in  my  next  to  inform  You  of  the  cause  of  their 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form,  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:732-33. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:717-19. 

3  Samuel  Wharton. 
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Delay,  &  whether  they  have  brought  down  any  Prisoners,  and 
also  to  be  able  to  finish  with  them  in  a  few  Days.  — 

Lieu1.  Co11.  Campbel1  has  informed  me  of  ye.  transactions  at 
Detroit,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Potawattamies  are  verry 
trivial,  it  appears  rather  to  have  been  the  effect  of  some  Sudden 
P assion  not  uncommon  amongst  the  Indians,  I  hope  it  will  go  no 
farther.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  utmost  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Major  Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

indorsed: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

April  27th.  1765. 
received  May  4th. 
answered  — 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS2 

[Johnson  Hall,  April  13-28,  1765 ] 

Saturday  April  13th.  1765,  Two  Messengers  from  the  Onda- 
gaes  Arrived  here  this  Day  to  let  me  know  that  their  Nation,  the 
Tuscaroras,  &  Oneidaes  were  on  their  Way  hither,  &  would  be 
here  in  three  Days  at  farthest,  yf.  they  were  out  of  all  Patience 
waiting  for  the  Senecas  &ca.  so  Sett  of  for  this  place  without 
them,  they  say  also  that  ye.  Cayugaes,  had  sent  to  hasten  the 
Seneca’s,  for  whom  they  had  waited  long,  &  were  determined  to 
follow  the  Ondagaes  in  3  days  whether  the  Senecas  came  or 
not,  that  Long  Coat,  [  &  Squashcutter  ]  was  to  come  with  ye. 
Senecas.  — 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9;  in  Sir  William’s 
hand. 
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Thursday  April  18th.  1765  — 

The  Cheifs  &  Sachims  of  Onondaga,  wlh.  those  of  the  Tusca- 
roras  Arrived  here.  &  after  Encamping,  they  All  waited  on  Sr. 
Wm.,  &  paid  him  the  usual  Complim'5.  After  wh.  Sr.  Wm.  gave 
them  a  severe  Reprimand  for  their  backwardness  in  comeing  on 
his  call,  from  wh.  charge  they  exculpated  themselves,  by  throw¬ 
ing  it  on  the  Senecas  &ca.  at  whose  conduct  they  were  so  much 
displeased  that  they  had  quenched  the  Council  fire,  lighted  for 
the  Confederacy  &  came  away,  to  prevent  his  entertaining  an 
unfavourable  Opinion  of  them.  — 

Saturday  20lh.  — The  Two  Messingers  Sent  by  the  Squash 
Cutters  Uncle  (who  has  been  here  some  time)  to  desire  him  & 
long  Coat  to  attend  ye.  Meeting  returned,  &  reported  they  were 
both  on  their  way  hither,  with  110  Senecas,  &  some  Prisoners, 
&  would  be  here  in  four  days,  but  as  they  were  all  in  great 
distress  for  provs.  begged  Sir  Wm.  would  Send  Caph  Butler1  to 
ye.  German  Flatts  in  order  to  Supply  them  wth.  some,  &  also  de¬ 
sired  that  the  Delawares  confined  at  York  as  also  ye.  Hostages 
at  Osswego  might  be  here  at  their  Arrival,  &  then  they  would 
be  easy  in  their  minds,  —  To  wh.  Sir  Wm.  made  them  no 
Answer  as  the  whole  were  not  mett,  but  Sent  Cap'.  Butler  to  pro¬ 
vide  them  w,h.  provs.  at  ye.  German  Flats. 

Sunday  April  21st.  1  765  —  Two  Cayugaes  Arrived  here  who 
were  sent  by  the  Sachims  &  Cheifs  of  Chenussio  from  ye.  Cay¬ 
uga  Castle,  w,h.  Sir  Wms.  Belt  of  Invitation,  letting  him  know 
thereby  that  they  were  so  far  on  their  way  with  their  Nephews 
ye.  Delawares,  whom  they  had  by  the  hand,  &  would  bring  them 
here.  — 

returned  the  Wampum. 

Said  Messingers  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  that  the  Cayugaes  would 
be  with  him  in  a  few  days,  &  that  he  should  not  think  ye.  time 
long,  as  they  waited  a  long  time  for  ye.  Senecas,  &  now  were 


1  Captain  John  Butler. 
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afflicted  much  with  Sickness,  they  desired  also  that  plenty  of  pro¬ 
visions  might  be  sent  to  ye.  Flats  as  soon  as  possible  for  their  use, 
that  they  would  from  Oneida  Send  another  Messinger  to  acquaint 
Sir  Wm.  ye.  Day  He  might  ceartainly  expect  them.  — 

returned  a  Bunch  Wampum 

Sir  Wm.  asked  them  what  Number  of  Prisrs.  they  were  bring¬ 
ing  down  to  deliver  up,  they  said  they  did  not  hear  of  any 
coming.  —  but  that  ye.  Squash  cutter  &  long  Coat  wftl.  other 
Delawares  were  comeing  here,  &  that  they  the  Cayugaes  would 
bring  up  the  Rear,  least  the  2  former  Should  attempt  running 
away.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  ye.  Messingers  he  had  already  ordered  provisions 
for  those  Inds.  coming  down,  but  that  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
from  them  that  there  were  no  Prisrs.  coming  down,  as“that  was 
one  of  ye.  Principal  Ends  of  their  coming  down.  — 

April  21st.  —  This  Day  Cap*.  Butler'  Set  of  for  ye.  Flatts 
In  order  to  meet  ye.  Senecas,  Cayugaes,  Delawares  &ca.  &  pro¬ 
vide  them  wth.  provisions  there,  &  at  Conajohare,  —  also  to 
prevent  their  doing  Mischeif.  — 

Thursday  25th.  - —  The  Six  Nations  being  called  in  Sir  Wm. 
gave  them  a  Severe  reprimand  for  the  loose  behaviour  of  their 
Young  People  who  had  plundered  some  of  the  Inhabitants  since 
their  Arrival,  and  told  them  that  if  they  did  not  keep  their  Young 
People  under  better  Command  He  would  be  under  ye.  necessity 
of  taking  such  Steps  as  would  be  disagreable  to  him,  as  well  as  to 
them. 

Gave  a  Belt 

Friday  26th.  —  they  met  again  &  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  that 
they  had  all  Assembled  on  wf.  he  said  to  them  the  Day  before, 
and  assured  him  that  they  had  given  such  a  charge  to  all  their 


1  Captain  John  Butler. 
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Young  People,  as  would  prevent  them  from  doing  the  least 
mischeif  to  him  or  any  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Gave  a  Belt  in  return. 

D°.  Die  P.M. —  120  Senecas  accompanied  by  the  Squash 
Cutter,  Long  Coat  &  Several  more  Delawares  Arrived,  &  im- 
ediately  waited  on  Sir  Wm.  to  pay  the  usual  Compliment  on  those 
Occasions,  After  the  Cheifs  of  ye.  Senecas  had  Shaken  Sir  Wm. 
by  the  Hand  &ca.  they  desired  ye.  Cheifs  of  the  Delawares  to 
do  the  Same,  but  Sir  \Vm.  told  them  that  He  would  not  shake 
hands  with  them  Until  they  had  fulfilled  wl.  he  required  of  them 
last  Year,  wh.  greatly  confounded  them  &  the  Senecas,  and 
pleased  ye.  other  Nations  as  much.  — 

D°.  Die  Sir  Wm.  Condoled  the  Death  of  T akaWadasse,  Step¬ 
son  of  TaWaskughte  his  great  Freind  an  Ondaga  Cheif  who  dyed 
on  his  return  from  Sandusky,  this  was  done  by  4  Strings  of 
Wampum,  2  black  Strowds,  2  pc.  Gart§.  &  2  Shirts  to  cover  ye. 
Grave,  &  make  Mourning  for  ye.  Relations. 

27th.  —  The  Ondagaes  being  all  met,  returned  Sir  Wm.  many 
thanks  for  his  regard  shewn  to  them  by  ye.  Steps  he  had  taken, 
then  they  told  Sir  Wm.  by  T aWaskughte  that  as  soon  as  he  had 
considered  the  many  losses  Sustained  dureing  ye.  Campaign  by 
the  Young  Men  of  their  Nation,  they  would  return  &  leave  the 
Sachims  here  to  finish  wl.  they  come  about,  then  gave  in  2  bundles 
of  Sticks  to  shew  the  Number  of  their  Men,  also  begged  for 
Amunition  to  go  on  the  Hunt,  that  their  P eople  were  Starving 
Owing  to  their  having  lost  two  hunting  Seasons  by  ye.  Service. 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  would  consider  of  w*.  they  said  as  Soon 
as  he  had  a  Moments  leisure,  &  would  not  detain  them  longer 
than  necessary.  — 

Then  the  Speaker  Tyawarunte  Spoke  as  follows  — 

Brother  before  the  General  Meeting  takes  place  we  have 
Judged  it  proper  to  desire  this  Meeting  with  you  in  order  to 
present  to  You  those  Young  Men  whom  we  appointed  Sachims 
to  assist  us  in  our  Councils  as  our  Sachims  are  now  too  few  to 
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manage  Matters  properly,  our  place  being  ye.  proper  Council  lire 
for  all  the  Surrounding  Natis.  our  Allies  &  Depdts.  then  pre¬ 
sented  to  Sir  Wm.  Seven  Young  Men,  whose  names  are  as 
follow,  viz1. 

Snipe  Bever  Eeil  Eeil 

Amadagia,  Bunts  Son,  Onessarakung,  Sagagare,  Oyumanis, 
Deer  Wolfe  Turtle  Turtle 

W ahagheirong,  Onontoisaghti,  Owigaiat,  Taxvanasaroonda, 

Turtle  Bear  Turtle  Turtle 

Tayiatquari,  Wathatodarho,  Tawaskughta,  Tughhaghsi, 
Deiaquande  takes  ye.  care  of  [these]  of  one  of  ye.  new  made 
Sachims,  Gingiaquasunt,  &  fCaghniagarodo  also  assist  in  ye. 
same.  —  Oroondisaghti  an  Old  Man  takes  care  of  another  of  ye. 
Y  oung  Sachims.  —  Saristageghte,  &  Geghtahare  two  old  Men 
take  care  of  two  of  the  Young  Sachims,  Inayenqueraghto  takes 
charge  of  another  of  the  Young  Sachims.  —  Brother  having  now 
finished  so  far,  we  have  only  to  wish  that  those  new  Sachims 
now  appointed  may  act  agreable  to  the  Rules  laid  down  to  us  by 
our  Ancestors,  &  follow  w*.  is  good,  &  agreable  to  our  Bretheren 
the  English.  wh.  would  give  us  ye.  utmost  pleasure.  Brother  as 
You  are  sensible  of  the  trouble  &  great  hardships  We  the  few 
Sachims  now  present,  have  had  Since  ye.  trouble  began,  we  hope 
You  will  consider  it  in  a  proper  light. 

Ended  — 

Then  Deyaquande  Cheif  of  the  Ondaga  Warriors  Spoke  for 
a  long  time  concerning  the  Ill  treatment  the  Six  Nations  recd. 
dureing  ye.  last  Campaign  greatly  exclamed  agst.  Co1.  Bradstreets 
Conduct  from  ye.  time  they  were  put  under  his  Command,  as  he 
let  them  Suffer  greatly  for  want  of  the  necessarys  they  expected, 
&  was  promised  them,  that  a  Drunken  Man  would  have  spoke  & 
acted  better  than  he  did  dureing  ye.  Campaign,  which  did  a  great 
deal  of  Harm,  that  they  now  expected  Sir  Wm.  would  consider 
their  losses  dureing  their  Service,  and  also  Supply  the  Young 
Men  of  y'.  Nation  with  2  barrels  of  powder,  lead  in  proportion, 
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paint,  Kettles,  Axes  &ca.  over  &  above  their  Cloathing,  &  that 
as  Soon  as  possible  as  they  wanted  to  return  soon  in  order  to  hunt 
for  their  old  People. 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  would  meet  them  again  in  the  Evening, 
and  give  them  an  Answer.  - — -  if  not  prevented,  by  ye.  other  Na¬ 
tions  who  were  hourly  expected.  — 

D°.  Die  PM — a  Cayuga  Messinger  Arrived  to  let  Sir  Wm. 
know  that  their  Nation  were  Just  Encamped,  &  would  wait  on 
him  as  this  Evening,  to  pay  their  Respects  to  him.  —  at  3  a 
Clock  they  met  in  ye.  Council  Room  when  their  Speaker  went 
thro  ye.  usual  Ceremony  &  delivered  a  Bundle  of  Sticks  to  shew 
their  Number  now  Assembled  which  was  1  74  in  all.  &  after 
that  Sir  Wm.  told  them  that  he  was  greatly  surprised  at  their 
delay  on  his  call  given  in  ye.  Winter  which  he  could  not  help 
thinking  ill  of.  —  to  wC  they  answered  that  Sickness  occasioned 
their  delay,  &  that  2  of  their  Cheif  Men  namely  Tagaaia  & 
Gairowani  were  yet  behind  verry  Sick  but  creeping  along  as 
well  as  they  could,  &  beleived  they  would  be  here  to  morrow.  — 
they  then  got  Pipes,  Tobacco  &  a  Dram,  &  parted.  — 

Sunday  281'1.  —  The  Ondagae  Warriors  being  Met,  Sir  Wm. 
told  them  He  was  sorry  to  hear  so  many  CompK  agst.  ye.  Com¬ 
manding  officer  whom  they  accompanied  last  Campaign  &  that 
as  it  was  contrary  to  his  Expectations,  &  Intentions,  [he  there¬ 
fore]  that  they  should  be  neglected  He  Desired  they  would  think 
no  more  of  what  was  past  but  attribute  it  to  this  Comd§.  officers 
want  of  Experience  in  their  manners,  &  way  of  carrying  on  War 
in  an  Indian  Country,  then  told  them  He  was  Sensible  of  ye. 
losses  their  Familys  Sustained  by  their  Absence,  as  well  as  of 
theirs  by  the  Wreck  &ca.  &  would  as  Soon  as  he  got  in  A  return 
of  their  Numbers  Order  them  Cloathing  &ca.  —  also  Amuni- 
tion  as  they  requested.  — 

He  then  [He]  gave  the  Young  Sachims  a  long  charge  for 
their  conduct,  and  promised  them  ye.  usual  marks  of  distinction 
Viz*.  Laced  Coat,  [&]  Hatt,  ruffled  Shirt,  &  Meddal  to  Each 
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of  them,  Shook  them  by  the  Hand,  wished  them  to  live  long 
[lives]  to  Serve  their  Country  &  their  Bretheren  the  English,  and 
parted  for  that  time. 


FROM  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Col.  John  Vaughan  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  dated 


SR.— 


Niagara,  April  30th.  1765. 


The  inclosed  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from  a  Trader,  which 
I  Thought  proper  to  send  you,  though  I  hear  nothing  more  of 
the  matter.  —  there  are  a  great  many  of  the  Missasagey  Indians 
on  the  other  side  of  the  River:  the  chief  not  being  come,  they 
have  not  been  with  me  as  yet,  tho’  I  have  assisted  them  with  all 
their  Furs  over  the  Carrying  Place.  I  am  very  [well]  2  with  that 
Nation,  and  the  Reports  are  I  hope  without  foundation.  —  how¬ 
ever,  if  any  thing  further  happens,  I  shall  do  my  self  the  Honour 
of  acquainting  you  therewith.  —  lam  with  the  greatest  Respect 

S'. 

Yrs.  &c. 

J.  Vaughan3 4  — 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S3 


Dear  Sir  — 


Johnson  Hall  May  4th.  1765 


I  have  had  the  favour  of  Your  Letter  of  the  21st.  UIt°.,5  and 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Omission  in  the  manuscript. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 

4  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  printed  in  mutilated  form  in  Johnson 
Papers,  4:735-36. 

5  Johnson  Papers,  4:721-23. 
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I  herewith  enclose  You  Copys  of  the  AccM.  of  Goods  transmitted 
to  me  by  Mr.  Croghan  (with  the  Draft)  which  may  in  some 
measure  explain  these  matters.  — 

In  my  last  I  wrote  You  all  I  could  say,  or  had  heard  of, 
relative  to  his  proceedings,  I  hope  Mr.  Croghan  may  be  able  to 
shew  that  he  had  no  Interest  in  the  Trade,  for  realy  it  is  what 
I  never  suspected  him  for.  1  he  principal  thing  that  appears  to  me 
as  yet  which  deserves  to  be  condemned,  is,  that  Mr.  Wharton 
Should  Send  Goods  without  a  pass.  This  You  may  be  assured 
could  not  fail  of  creating  a  great  Jealousy  amgst.  the  Trading 
People,  &  has  doubtless  occasioned  them  to  make  reflections 
which  I  hope  are  without  Just  foundation.  — 

With  regard  to  Kayadarusseras  I  must  own  it  is  become  so 
Serious  an  Affair,  that  I  think  it  might  be  considered  as  a  Case 
which  requires  imediate  releif.  at  the  same  time  I  must  observe  to 
You  that  there  is  little  or  no  prospect  of  procuring  Justice  by  a 
trial  on  a  Scire  facias,  which  I  consider  as  only  proposed  at  New 
York,  that  in  case  of  any  bad  consequence  hereafter  arising  from 
that  Patent,  the  People  below  might  affirm  they  offered  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  fraud,  tho  in  fact  it  is  doing  nothing  at  all,  for  they 
well  know  the  little  Subterfuges  &  Quirks  of  the  Lawyers  in  any 
trial  at  Common  Law,  they  being  interested  in  the  decission,  and 
a  Patent  being  deemed  a  Sufficient  Title  at  Common  Law,  how¬ 
ever  it  might  have  been  obtained.  — 

You  might  have  seen  amongst  the  little  falacious  Arguments 
made  by  the  House  agst.  breaking  it,  that  the  reason  they  assign 
why  it  has  not  been  settled,  is,  that  it  was  so  exposed  to  the 
incursions  of  the  Enemy,  they  did  not  chuse  to  recollect  that  I 
Settled  100  Familys  during  the  heat  of  the  War  on  my  Estate, 
which  lyes  many  miles  distant  from  that  Tract  to  the  North 
West,  &  consequently  infinitely  more  exposed.  —  The  Members 
of  the  Law  who  Aspire  to  rule  this  Province  being  as  I  said  in¬ 
terested  therein,  little  can  be  expected,  &  they  are  bcome  invet¬ 
erate  to  the  highest  Degree  agst.  all  who  oppose  their  Views.  The 
Fellow  who  writes  the  Sentinel  has  sufficiently  shewn  that  lately. 
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for  after  a  Collection  of  the  most  notorious  falsehoods,  &  Absur- 
ditys  that  his  narrow  Interested  Soul  was  capable  of,  He  lets 
You  into  his  Motive  for  entering  on  his  Subject,  by  his  remark, 
that  if  they  had  the  Management,  “An  End  would  be  put  to 
Claims  of  60  Years  Standing”,  which  I  will  readily  beleive 
would  be  the  case,  unless  they  acted  differently  from  their  former 
conduct.  —  1  he  Patient  is  under  Consideration  at  Home,  &  if 
nothing  is  done  there,  I  can  easily  Judge  its  fate  in  this  Province, 
So  that  I  am  realy  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to  prosecute  it 
here  or  not.  —  In  my  last  (of  the  27'1'.  Ult°.)  I  acquainted  You 
with  the  Arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  rest  of  the  Indians  with  ye. 
Squash  Cutter  &  long  Coat.  I  have  had  Several  Conferences 
since,  in  which  they  Assigned  many  reasons  for  not  bringing 
down  the  Prisoners,  but  have  at  length  agreed  to  leave,  the  two 
before  mentioned  Delaware  Cheifs  as  Hostages,  that  all  ye.  Pris¬ 
oners  amongst  their  People  be  delivered  up  in  40  Days,  and  the 
Senecas  have  also  agreed  to  leave  the  Cheif  of  their  whole  Na¬ 
tion  &  another  Sachim  till  they  bring  down  those  amongst  them 
which  is  to  be  within  the  same  time.  — 

I  expect  to  hear  their  Sentiments  on  the  Plan  for  a  Boundary 
line  tomorrow,  as  I  have  mentioned  it  to  them,  that  I  may  be 
better  prepared  in  Case  I  receive  more  particular  orders  from 
England.  So  Soon  as  I  hear  their  Answer  on  the  foregoing 
Article,  I  shall  conclude  the  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Delawares, 
who  Seem  verry  well  disposed  towards  everry  thing,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Indians  appear  more  Candid  &  Hearty  than  I  expected, 
I  hope  in  about  five  Days  to  have  finished  matters  with  them  all, 
which  I  most  earnestly  wish  as  well  on  Acc".  of  the  consumption 
of  provs.  &ca.,  as  the  Inexpressible  trouble  I  have  with  such  a 
Number.  — 

So  Soon  as  all  is  Settled,  I  shall  send  you  all  the  Necessary 
particulars,  and  I  hope  that  the  Indians  may  return  in  such  a 
disposition  as  may  give  a  timely  check  to  the  Designs  of  any  who 
may  be  ill  disposed.  — 
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Since  writeing  the  foregoing  the  Indians  have  Given  an  Answer 
on  the  Affair  of  the  Boundary,  which  they  have  described  to 
run  in  a  verry  limitted  manner  with  regard  to  ye.  Colonies,  they 
then  told  me  that  the  many  wrongs  they  had  sufferred  abf.  Lands 
gave  them  so  much  concern  that  they  were  verry  loth  to  enlarge 
the  Bounds,  till  part  of  ye.  frauds  were  redressed,  of  which  they 
observed  one  great  one  remained,  that  the  Mohawks  had  re¬ 
peatedly  complained  to  them  about  it,  &  informed  them  that 
they  had  spoke  at  different  times  to  me  on  the  Subject  on  twelve 
Belts  but  to  no  purpose,  namely  Kayadarusseras.  — 

I  am  so  surrounded  by  them  at  present  that  I  have  not  time  to 
to  repeat  the  whole,  but  I  shall  in  my  next.  The  other  Articles 

they  are  to  answer  to  Morrow,  &  I  shall  Speak  to  them  verry 

warmly  for  offerring  a  Boundary  so  contracted.  — 

The  Delawares  of  Ohio  are  verry  anxious  to  have  the  Seven 
of  their  People  at  New  York.  Bull  is  one  of  them  &  he  knows 
the  other  Six.  I  imagine  it  will  be  best  to  agree  to  their  request. 
&  that  they  should  be  sent  up,  as  everry  thing  will  be  ratified 
with  the  Delawares  in  a  Day  more,  &  they  are  desireous  to  wait 
till  the  Arrival  of  these  Persons.  — 

In  ab*.  three  days  I  shall  send  up  an  Interpreter  &  a  few  white 

Men  to  accompany  the  Senecas  &  Delawares  in  order  to  bring 

down  all  Prisoners  &  Deserters.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Estem 
Sir  Yr.  Most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  Most  Humble  Serv'. 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm,  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  May  4'L 
received  May  1 1 Y  1765. 

Inclosing  a  Copy  of  Mr. 

Croghan’s  Indian  Accf.  — 
answered  — 
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DEPOSITION  OF  PETER  SILVESTER 

D.  S.1 

[May  7,  1765] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Peter  Silvester  of  the 
City  of  Albany  and  one  of  the  Executors  appointed  by  the  last 
will  &  Testament  of  Witham  Marsh  Esqr.  deceased  have  re¬ 
nounced  relinquished  &  disclaimed  &  by  these  presents  do  re¬ 
nounce  relinquish  &  Disclaim  the  said  Executorship  &  all  the 
Trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  said  Will  of  the  said  Witham  Marsh 
&  the  Administration  of  the  Goods  &  Chattells  late  of  the  said 
deceased  In  favour  of  John  Morine  Scot  Esqr.  provided  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson  or  Robert  Lake  Esqr.  also  appointed  Executors  by 
the  said  will  do  not  act  &  if  they  or  either  of  them  Incline  to  act  I 
hereby  renounce  in  favour  of  such  one  of  them  that  chuses  to  act 
without  Delay  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
&  seal  this  Seventh  Day  of  May  1  765. 

P.  Silvester 

Sealed  &  delivered  ) 

In  the  presence  of  \ 

John  Mc.Crea 
Henry  B.  Ten  Eyck 

TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 2 3 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Wrn.  Johnson  to  the  Honble  Lieut. 
Col  John  Vaughan  '  dated 

Johnson  Hall,  May  7C,  1765. 

Sr.  — 

I  have  had  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the  30tL  ulto.4  which 

1  In  the  Court  of  Appeals,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 

4  Ante  p.  711. 
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came  very  expeditiously  together  with  the  Enclosures,  concerning 
the  intelligence  you  received.  —  I  am  induced  to  think  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Indians  designs  has  not  a  good  foundation.  —  many 
of  them  formerly  used  to  large  Presents,  and  lately  to  Plunder, 
might  probably  have  an  Inclination  to  do  mischief,  tempted  by  the 
sight  of  the  Traders  Goods,  in  this  Case,  the  Chiefs  have  seldom 
Authority  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  and  thereby  a  War  may  be 
occasioned  with  a  Nation,  the  Majority  of  whom  are  our  friends. 
—  The  Endeavors  of  the  French  may  indeed  prove  of  bad 
Consequence,  as  it  is  well  known  they  are  now  doing  all  they  can 
in  every  quarter  to  win  upon  the  Indians,  and  encourage  them 
to  come  to  a  Rupture  with  us,  from  which  the  French  promise 
themselves  advantages  in  Trade,  as  well  as  hope  it  may  cause 
some  Revolution :  for  many  of  them  are  as  ignorant  as  the 
Indians,  and  as  fully  persuaded  that  their  Court  can,  or  will  at 
any  time  send  a  body  of  Troops  to  regain  the  Country.  —  The 
Indians  here  to  the  number  of  900  have  agreed  to  Sev1.  Articles 
which  his  Majesty  ordered  to  propose.  The  Delawares  will  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  tomorrow,  and  I  have  two  Seneca 
Chiefs,  and  two  of  the  Delawares,  as  Security  for  their  bring¬ 
ing  me  within  40  days  every  Prisoner,  Deserter,  Frenchman, 
and  Negro,  yet  amongst  them,  to  collect  whom  they  now  send 
some  of  their  People  accompanied  by  one  of  my  Interpreters, 
this  you  will  have  an  Opportunity  of  laying  before  the  Missa- 
sageys.  —  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  punctual,  and 
friendly  Correspondence,  and  am  with  great  Esteem  &c  — 


Sr.  Yrs.  &c 


W.  Johnson  — 


FROM  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Niagara,  May  the  8th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  De  Couagne2  has  ob- 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 
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tamed  my  leave  to  wait  on  you  on  his  private  business.  I  must 
at  the  same  time  do  him  the  Justice  to  say  that  during  my  Com¬ 
mand  at  this  Garrison,  he  has  discharged  his  Duty  in  every  respect 
to  my  Satisfaction,  and  will  inform  you  of  every  particular  con¬ 
cerning  the  present  Situation  of  the  Indians.  All  the  Traders  are 
much  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed,  from  the  Reports  we  have,  though, 
I  flatter  myself,  without  foundation,  —  however  I  wish  they 
were  gone  from  hence,  as  they  are  in  general  a  sad  Set.  —  the 
Order  from  the  General  concerning  the  Rum  sold  to  Indians 
being  carried  six  Miles  from  the  Garrison,  distresses  me  much,  as 
I  am  certain  it  cannot  be  complied  with  in  the  manner  he  expects ; 
and  I  am  afraid  the  Indians  will  be  much  disobliged,  but  I  shall 
do  my  best  to  please  them,  and  pay  all  Respects  to  his  Instruc¬ 
tions.  —  I  have  the  honor  to  be  wth.  the  greatest  respect  &c  — 

John-Vaughan 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy1 2 

New  York  May  8th.  1765 

Copy./ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Have  received  your  Letters  of  the  20th.  and  27th.  of  April/ 
and  in  the  first  an  Account  of  the  Pay  due  to  You,  and  the  Offi¬ 
cers  under  your  Command,  to  the  25th.  of  March.  I  will  Dis¬ 
charge  this  Account  as  Soon  as  it  is  in  my  Power;  I  have  been 
trying  the  New  Method  of  Draughts  upon  the  Treasury,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  Expences  daily  incurred  in  the  Service,  but  I  have 
hitherto  only  been  able  to  raise,  Two  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling. 
The  Merchants  do  not  like  the  Treasury  Bills,  and  do  not 
Choose  to  give  the  Same  Exchange  upon  them,  as  upon  private 
Bills  — 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Mutilated  letter  printed  in  Johnson 
Papers ,  4:737-38. 

2  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:720,732-33,  for  letters  in  mutilated  form; 
they  are  reprinted,  ante  pp.  701 -3;  704-5. 
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I  am  glad  the  Senecas  and  other  Indians  are  at  length  arrived, 
and  hope  You  will  be  able  to  Settle  everything  with  them  to  your 
Satisfaction  — 

With  Respect  to  the  goods  being  plundered,  I  have  heared 
nothing  more  about  it,  than  that  Some  P ersons  Suspected  have 
been  tried,  and  Acquitted,  which  we  may  depend  upon  they 
would  be,  whatever  numbers  of  them  are  tried. 

I  Have  a  Letter  from  Fort  Loudoun,  from  the  Officer  Com¬ 
manding  there,  who  tells  Me,  he  has  Examined  the  two  men 
who  have  the  Charge  of  the  Goods  in  that  Post,  who  Say,  that 
all  the  Liquors  belong  to  Mr.  Callender,1  and  all  the  Dry  goods 
which  are  there  and  those  which  were  Destroyed,  about  Sixty  one 
Horseload,  belonged  to  the  Crown 

I  Have  Seen  Letters  of  the  15th.  of  April  from  Fort  Pitt,  & 
none  of  the  Indians  so  long  expected  were  then  come  in.  Whether 
they  wait  the  Issue  of  your  Congress,  or  what  other  Reasons 
there  are  for  their  Delay,  Time  only  can  Shew  — 


It  is  Natural  for  the  Traders,  whether  with  Justice  or  not,  to 
throw  all  they  can  upon  Mr.  Croghan.  He  only  owns  to  me,  that 
he  Encouraged  the  Traders  to  go  up.  What  Mr.  Baynton2  can 
mean,  in  Saying  he  had  Goods  of  him,  if  he  had  not,  I  can  t 
Conceive.  A.nd  ML  Croghan  s  Saying  in  his  Draught,  for  gooos 
Bought  of  Smallman,  if  there  is  no  Such  merchant  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  is  as  Extraordinary,  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  get  the  Affair 

Cleared  up  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 


&ca  — 


SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bart 


1  Robert  Callender. 

2  Of  the  firm  of  Baynton,  Wharton  and  Morgan. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy./. 

To  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  8th.  May  1765  - — 

BILL  OF  LADING  OF  JOSEPH  DAVENPORT 

D.1 

[Philadelphia,  May  9,  1765 ] 


Shipped  in  good  Order  an  well-conditioned,  by  [ 

in  and  [ 

Endeavour  —  [  ] 

Joseph  Davenport  —  and  now  riding  at  An  [ 
and  bound  for  Ne n>  Y orli  — 

Two  Pipes  of  Madei[ ra  Wine 
Sir  William  Johnston  [  ] 

William  Darlington  [  ] 

New  York  [  ] 

Being  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  Margent,  and  are  to  be 
delivered  [  ] 

well-conditioned,  at  the  aforesaid  Port  of  New  York  (the  D[] 
unto  Sd.  William  Darlington  or  [  ] 

paying  Freight  for  the  said  Goods 

T Wenty  Shillings  New  Y or/f  [  ] 


with  Primage  and  Average  accustomed.  In  Witness  whereof  the 
Mas  [  ] 

hath  affirmed  to  2  Bills  of  Lading,  all  of  this  Tenor  and  D  [  ] 

Bills  being  accomplished,  the  other  —  to  stand  void.  Dated  in  [] 

JoH  [Davenport] 

Philadelphia,  Printed  by  James  Adams,  in  Fifth-street,  [ 


1  A  printed  form  filled  in ;  written  portions  are  in  italics. 
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LIST  OF  PRISONERS 

Contemporary  Copy 1 

List  of  the  Prisoners  delivd.  up  by  the  Shawanese  Nations  of 
Indians  at  Fort  Pit  /  01^.  May  /  765.  — 


No. 

Engsh.or  Indn.  Names 

Age 

Years 

From  whence  taken 

what  time 

prisoners 

Years 

1 

John  Haigh 

21 

Maryland 

4 

2 

Wechquessinah 

20 

cant  speak  Engsh. 
knows  not  from  whence 
taken 

10 

3 

John  Ewins 

17 

Virgnia.  Augusta 
County 

2 

4 

Andw.  Clark 

25 

Virginia  — 

7  mths. 

5 

William  Davis 

17 

ditto-Blackwater 

1  0  yrs. 

6 

George  Rennor 

17 

ditto-James  River 

10  — 

7 

Jacob 

10 

ditt o-Green  Briar 

2  — 

8 

John  Sheaver 

12 

ditto-ditto 

7  — 

9 

Ebenazor  Sheaver 

12 

ditto-ditto 

7  — 

10 

David  Hutchison 

9 

ditto-Catapin 

7  — 

1 1 

John  Sea  — 

7 

ditto-Green  Briar 

7  — 

12 

Netumpsico 

9 

ditto-James  River 

7  — 

13 

Joseph  or  Pechyloothume 

12 

ditto-ditto 

10  — 

14 

Neculissika  — • 

10 

ditto-ditto 

8  — 

15 

Pittikanothy  — 

9 

ditto-ditto 

7  — 

16 

Terry  Carpenter 

12 

ditto-ditto 

10  — 

17 

Archibd.  Hamilton 

7 

ditto  Carr’s  Creek 

2  — 

18 

John  Foresyth  — 

5 

ditto  green  Briar 

2  — 

19 

JosE  Silkspinner 

15 

Pennsylvia.  Cove 

10  — 

20 

Thiechcapec  — 

1 1 

Virginia  — 

7  — 

21 

Neichcumata  — 

10 

ditto  — 

|7- 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Engraving  from  a  painting  by  Benjamin  West 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


721 


No. 

Female  Prisoners 

Engsh.  or  Indn. 

Names 

Age 

Years 

from  whence 
taken 

what 

time 

Prisoners 

1 

Nose  Gore  — 

30 

Virgina.  Blackwater 

7  years 

2 

Peggy  Sea  — 

19 

ditto-Greenbriar 

2  ditto 

3 

Sarah  Gibson  — 

25 

ditto-North  River 

1  0  ditto 

4 

Mary  Hannell 

17 

ditto-Blackwater 

1  0  ditto 

5 

Noswelamah 

17 

ditto  — 

I  0  ditto 

6 

Paquewesee 

17 

ditto 

1  0  ditto 

7 

Christian  Fee 

25 

ditto  South  branch 

1  0  ditto 

8 

Jenny,  or  Ketakatwitch 

17 

ditto  -  ditto 

1  0  ditto 

9 

Louaveska  — i 

14 

ditto  -  ditto 

1  0  ditto 

10 

Molly  — 

14 

ditto  -  ditto 

7  ditto 

1 1 

Wapatenaqua 

7 

ditto  -  ditto 

6  ditto 

12 

Sally  Sea  — 

10 

ditto  Greenbriar 

2  ditto 

13 

Mary  Sea  — 

7 

ditto  -  ditto 

2  ditto 

14 

Magdalen  Schlyer 

7 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

15 

Margt.  Cunningham 

8 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

16 

Jenny  Willimans 

6 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

17 

Mekethwa,  sistr.  to  Jacob 

7 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

18 

Molly  Bird  — 

12 

ditto-ditto 

1  0  ditto 

19 

Nalupeia,  sistr.  to  Molly 
Bird 

7 

ditto-ditto 

6  ditto 

20 

Jean  Clandinnon 

5 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

21 

Sally  Yokim 

5 

ditto-ditto 

2  ditto 

22* 

Hetty  — 

16 

Shamokin  Pennsylvia. 

9  ditto 

23 

Betty  — 

10 

Talpehawkin  do. 

8  ditto 

General  State  of  the  Prisoners  delivered  up  at  Fort  Pitt  1  Oth.  May  1  765. — 

Delivd.  up  by  the  Shawanese  taken  from  Virginia  -  Men  -  )20 

-  Women  -^21 

Delivd.  by  ditto — taken  from  Pennsylvania . -Man-  1 

Delivd.  by  the  *Muncies . . -Women-  2 


Tot.  delivd.  up.  44 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  LOUIS  PERTHUIS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  May  JO,  1765] 

Instructions  for  Mr.  Perthuis 
Indian  Interpreter 

You  are  imediately  to  proceed  wA  the  Inds.  6c  other  persons 
appointed  to  the  Senecas  Country  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  all 
the  persons  whom  they  have  bound  themselves  by  1  reaty  to 
deliver  up,  to  which  end  you  are  to  Visit  Chenussio,  Karaghiya- 
dirho  and  every  other  Town  of  that  Nation,  at  each  of  which 
you  are  to  desire  that  all  prisoners,  Deserters,  Frenchmen  6c 
Negroes  be  imediately  given  to  You,  to  insist  upon  their  Comply¬ 
ing  wA  your  request,  agreeable  to  their  Engagements,  6c  to  use 
all  possible  Methods  for  Effecting  the  same.  In  case  any  of 
them  shou’d  be  secreted  You  are  to  find  them  out,  6c  to  acquaint 
the  Inds.  that  I  insist  upon  their  discovering  and  delivering  them 
up  without  any  prevarication,  6c  you  are  therefore  to  leave  none 
behind  on  any  Acch  whatsoever.  Should  any  of  the  aforesaid 
persons  presume  to  make  any  resistance  you  are  to  apprehend 
them  by  force  6c  to  tye  them,  demanding  assistance  from  the 
Inds. 

You  will  return  by  the  way  of  the  three  Rivers2 *  to  Fort 
Brewerton  6c  there  if  you  think  it  Necessary  for  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  of  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid  who  may  be  Inclin’d  to 
Escape.  You  will  apply  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  that  post 
for  a  few  Men  to  Conduct  them  hither  shewing  him  these  Instruc¬ 
tions  which  will  be  his  Authority  for  granting  you  the  Escort. 

You  are  wA  the  paint  6cc  which  I  have  furnished  you  with,  to 
purchase  prov5.  in  the  Senecas  Country  sufficient  for  you  6c  your 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9. 

2  Three  Rivers,  the  junction  of  the  Oneida,  Seneca  and  Oswego  Rivers 

in  Onondaga  county. 
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party  till  you  Arrive  at  Fort  Brewerton  where  you  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  provs.  as  also  at  the  other  posts  shewing  these  Instructions. 

Lastly  you  are  to  take  particular  care  by  Night  &  by  Day  that 
none  of  those  delivered  up  shall  make  their  Escape,  and  assure 
the  Senecas  that  should  it  so  happen,  they  must  be  forthwith  re¬ 
stored,  otherwise  the  Treaty  must  be  considered  as  Void  — 
C»iven  under  my  hand  &  Seal  at  Arms 

at  Johnson  Hall  the  10th.  Day  of  May  1765. 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Fort  Pitt,  May  9-1  / ,  1765] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  Senecas  and 
Sanduskey  Indians  at  Fort  Pitt  the  9th.  of  May  1  765.  — 

Present.  —  George  Croghan  Esqr.  Depy.  Agf. 

Capt.  William  Murray  —  Command1,  with  sev1. 

Officers  of  the  Garrison 

Delawares 
Niattawatways 
Custaloga 
The  Beaver 
Latort 
Tepiscochan 
Kitopum 
Spoagusa 
Nessculctchom 
Cuscalethon 
Kehewenum 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  inclosed  in  Crog¬ 
han  to  Johnson,  May  12,  1765. 


chiefs  — 


Shawanese 

Kisinoutha 

Lawaghqua 

Thaminusque 

Lawissime 

Wapicapa 

Ossitawhiwa 

Metholahetha 

Benivisica 

Nichapessica 

Mamsehigh 


Chiefs  — 
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Delarvares 
Cap(.  Jacobs 
Wingenum 
Cutfinger  Peter 
Cap1.  Pipe 
Cap*.  Johny 
Capt  Grey  Eyes 
Turtle  Heart 
Sun  Fish 
White  Wolf 
John  Peters 
Thomas  Hickman 
Richolan 
Opetoawithen 
Wisoax 
Simon  Girty 


Sharvanese 

Weconnathaca 

Thicomma 

Wapimoga 

Nichebuckethe 

Niemwha 


Chief 

Warriors.- — 


Chiefs 


Senecas 

chief  Warrrs.  Asichista 
Keyashuta 
Opaughee 
Connaduntohas 
Conidagiasate 
Ginisuran  ]  Chief 
Sohays  \  Warriors. — 


Sanduskey  Indians. — 
Onadegass  ) 
Thusnedosgo  ^ 


Chiefs 


Thanissisa 
Captain  John 


Chief  Warriors. 


Mr.  Croghan 
lows  —  viz'.  — 


addressed  the  sev1.  Nations  of  Indians  as  fol- 


Brethren.  — 

It  is  now  two  months  since  I  was  first  sent  by  his  Majesty’s 
Commander  in  Chief  and  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*,  with  Mes¬ 
sages  to  your  sev1.  tribes,  in  Consequence  of  which  I  sent  sev1. 
messengers  to  summon  you  together,  and  to  my  great  Surprize, 
you  have  by  your  Delays,  obliged  me  to  stay  here  waiting  for 
you  thirty  days  longer  than  I  expected. 

A  String.  — 

Brethren.  — 

His  Excellency  General  Gage  has  ordered  me  to  inform  you 
that  he  expects  you  will  immediately  perform  all  the  engagements 
you  made  last  Fall  to  Col.  Bouquet,  one  of  which  was  to  deliver 
up  all  the  English  Prisoners,  and  Negroes  which  were  in  your 
several  Villages.  —  this  Article  in  part  you  then  performed,  and 
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was  to  deliver  the  rest  early  this  Spring,  and  I  hope  as  you  have 
delayed  so  long  after  I  sent  for  you,  that  you  have  brought  them 
agreeable  to  your  Promises. 

Two  Belts.  — 

Brethren.  — 

At  the  same  time  you  promised  solemnly  to  Col.  Bouquet  that 
you  wou’d  send  Deputies  of  your  Nations,  fully  empowered  to 
settle  a  Peace  with  Sir  Wm.  Johnson;  and  leave  a  number  of 
Hostages  here  till  their  return,  how  you  have  complied  with  this 
Article,  I  need  not  inform  you.  —  You  have  sent  but  one  Man 
as  yet  to  Sir  Wm.,  and  the  Hostages  you  delivered  Col.  Bouquet, 
have  all  shamefully  run  away,  except  three,  though  they  were 
all  as  well  used  here,  as  any  of  our  own  People,  and  never  con¬ 
fined.  this  Conduct,  Brethren,  has  given  all  your  Brethren  the 
English,  a  Suspicion  of  your  Sincerity,  therefore  his  ExcelH. 
General  Gage  expects  that  you  will  immediately  send  proper 
Deputies  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  ratify,  and  Confirm  a  lasting 
Peace,  and  replace  Hostages  here  till  that  is  done,  or  ’till 
you  perform  your  engagements  to  Col.  Bouquet,  no  trade  can  be 
opened  for  your  Nations.  — 

Two  Belts.  — 

Brethren.  — 

His  ExcelH.  General  Gage,  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  have  or¬ 
dered  me  to  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  you  perform  these 
Articles,  a  free  Trade,  and  Intercourse  will  be  allowed  you,  and 
all  other  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  Sun  setting,  so  long  as  they 
continue  to  behave  well  to  his  Majesty’s  Subjects.  — 

Two  Belts.  — 

Brethren.  — 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  having  Conquered  the 
French  in  this  Country,  wch.  you  are  very  well  acquainted  with, 
all  the  Forts,  and  Settlements  the  French  had,  are  now  become 
the  property  of  the  King  of  England.  —  the  French  troops  are 
to  be  sent  to  France,  and  the  Planters  become  Subjects  to 
England,  therefore  the  General  has  ordered  me  to  inform  you 
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that  the  King  of  great  Britain,  will  take  under  his  Protection  all 
the  Nations  of  Indians  in  this  Country  to  the  Sun  Setting,  and 
restore  tranquility  among  all  Nations,  that  your  Children  unborn 
may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  lasting  Peace. 

Two  Belts.  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  now  going,  by  his  ExcellY®.  General  Gage’s  Orders,  to 
visit  all  the  Indian  Nations  settled  on  the  Ouabache,  in  the  Ille- 
nois  Country,  and  to  offer  them  the  friendship  of  the  King  of 
great  Britain,  and  his  Subjects,  on  their  chearfully  agreeing  to 
our  taking  Possession  thereof,  as  he  is  now  become  their  father; 
and  the  General  expects  that  you  will  send  a  Deputation  of  your 
Nations  with  me 

Two  Belts.  — 

Then  Keyashuta  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Senecas,  and  San- 
dusfyey  Indians,  to  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares,  as  follows.  — 
Nephews  the  Delawares,  and  Brethren  the  Shawanese  — 

You  have  heard  what  your  Brethren  the  English  have  said  to 
you,  they  have  desired  nothing  of  you  but  what  you  solemnly 
promised  last  Fall  to  Col.  Bouquet,  all  which  you  ought  to  per¬ 
form;  for  our  parts  we  are  determined  to  take  the  advice  of  our 
Brethren  the  English,  as  we  know  it  will  be  for  their  good,  and 
we  advise  you  as  friends  to  do  so;  if  you  don’t,  you  must  take 
the  Consequences,  for  we  are  determined  to  comply  with  what 
our  Brethren  desire  of  us.  — 

Delivered  a  String  to  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares 
Then  a  Chief  of  the  Shawanese  rose  up,  and  taking  all  the 
Belts  in  his  hands  deliverd  him,  addressed  himself  to  the  Dela¬ 
wares  as  follows  —  viz*.  — 

Grandfathers  the  Delawares.  — 

You  have  heard  what  our  father  the  King  of  England  has 
said  to  us,  and  likewise  what  your  Uncles  the  six  Nations  have 
said,  they  desired  nothing  but  what  is  right :  we  behaved  wrong 
last  Fall,  but  we  are  now  determined  to  do  right,  therefore  we 
desire  of  you  to  Consider  well  what  has  been  said  to  you,  as  you 
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have  not  Complied  with  all  you  promised  any  more  than  we  have 
done :  —  Let  us  Act  like  men,  and  Convince  our  father  the 
King  of  England  of  our  sincerity,  &  answer  these  Belts  to¬ 
morrow.  — 

Then  Cusialoga  spoke  for  the  Delawares,  and  addressed  him¬ 
self  to  the  Shawanese,  saying  Grandchildren,  You  say  right,  we 
will  all  consider  these  Speeches,  and  answer  them  tomorrow. 

May  the  10th.  1  765  —  The  Indians  assembled  — 

Present  as  before.  — 

The  Shawanese  came  over  the  River  with  the  English  Pris¬ 
oners,  beating  a  Drum  &  singing  their  Peace  Song,  agreeable  to 
the  antient  Custom  of  their  Nation,  which  they  continued  ’till 
they  entered  the  Council  Room.  —  LaWoughqua  speaker  for 
the  Shawanese  got  up,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  English  — 

Fathers.  — 

(For  so  we  will  call  you  henceforth,)  —  Listen  to  what  we 
are  going  to  say  to  you.  it  gave  us  great  satisfaction  Yesterday 
to  be  called  the  Children  of  the  great  King  of  England;  it 
convinces  us  that  your  intentions  towards  us  are  upright,  as  we 
know  a  Father  will  be  tender  to  his  Children,  and  they  more 
ready  to  obey  him  than  a  Brother,  therefore  we  hope  our  father 
will  now  take  better  Care  of  his  Children,  than  heretofore  has 
been  done.  —  You  likewise  put  us  in  mind  of  our  promise  to  Col. 
Bouquet,  which  was  to  bring  your  Flesh,  and  Blood  to  be  de¬ 
livered  at  this  place.  —  Father.  You  have  not  spoke  for  nothing, 
we  have  come  prepared ;  you  see  we  have  brought  them  with  us. 

—  You  desire  us  now,  to  send  Deputies  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to 
confirm  a  Peace.  We  have  appointed  a  Deputation  to  go  there, 
and  also  the  Hostages  who  are  to  remain  here,  until  their  Return. 

—  You  then  informed  us  you  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  Illenois 
Country  to  invite  the  sev1.  Nations  to  Join  in  friendship  with  our 
father  the  King  of  England,  and  his  Subjects,  and  desired  some 
of  us  to  accompany  you  there,  in  this  You  have  done  well.  — 
those  Nations  are  our  Allies,  —  we  will  go  with  you,  and  do 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  promote  the  good  Work  of  Peace 
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between  our  Father,  and  them,  with  whom  you  have  no  ac¬ 
quaintance  as  yet. 

A  Belt  8  Rows  — 

Father.  — 

Here  is  your  Flesh,  and  Blood,  except  a  few  that  were  out 
with  some  of  our  Hunting  Parties,  and  those  will  be  brought  here, 
as  soon  as  they  return.  —  they  have  been  all  tied  to  us  by 
Adoption,  although  we  now  deliver  them  up  to  you.  W e  will 
always  look  upon  them  as  Relations,  whenever  the  Great  Spirit 
is  pleased  that  we  may  visit  them  — 

A  large  String 

Father.  — 

We  have  taken  as  much  Care  of  these  Prisoners,  as  if  they 
were  own  Flesh,  and  blood;  they  are  become  unacquainted  with 
your  Customs,  and  manners,  and  therefore.  Father  we  request 
you  will  use  them  tender,  and  kindly,  which  will  be  a  means  of 
inducing  them  to  live  contentedly  with  you.  — 

A  Belt  6  Rows.  — 

Father.  — 

We  will  now  comply  with  every  thing  you  have  asked  of  us, 
and  assure  you  we  are  sincere  in  every  thing  we  have  said.  — 
Here  is  a  Belt  with  the  figure  of  our  Father  the  King  of  great 
Britain,  at  one  end,  and  the  Chief  of  our  Nation  at  the  other.  — 
this  represents  them  holding  the  Chain  of  Friendship,  and  we 
hope  that  neither  side  will  slip  their  hands  from  it,  so  long  as  the 
Sun  &  Moon  give  Light. 

A  Belt  7  Rows.  — 

Custaloga  Spoke  for  the  Delawares  —  as  follows.  —  viz*. 
Brethren.  — 

Yesterday,  you  put  us  in  mind  of  our  engagements  to  Col. 
Bouquet  —  we  now  assure  you  we  are  ready  to  perform  every 
part  which  we  have  not  yet  complied  with.  — 

A  String  — 

Brother.  — 

You  desire  we  may  again  leave  Hostages  at  this  Place,  and 
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send  Deputies  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson;  this  we  will  likewise  do.  — 

A  String.  — 

He  then  addressed  himself  to  the  Six  Nations.  —  viz*. 

Uncles.  — 

Yesterday  you  desired  us  to  be  strong  in  complying  with  what 
our  Brethren  the  English  might  require  of  us:  this  we  are  de¬ 
termined  to  do,  and  hope  you  will  also  do  everything  on  your 
parts  to  forward  a  Peace.  — 

A  Belt.  — 


Brother  (addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Croghan)  —  As  you  told  us 
you  was  ordered  to  visit  the  Western  Nations,  I  now  wipe  your 
Eyes,  and  open  your  Ears,  that  you  may  see,  and  hear  those 
Nations  when  [with]  pleasure,  when  they  speak  to  .you.  —  I 
likewise  clear  the  way  that  you  may  have  a  safe  Passage  to  the 
place  you  are  going  — 

A  Belt.  — 


Brother.  — 

Don’t  imagine  that  what  I  have  said  comes  from  my  Lips 
only,  I  assure  you  it  proceeds  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  — 
and  now  by  this  Belt,  I  remove  every  evil  thing  from  your  heart, 
and  make  it  like  those  of  our  Ancestors,  when  they  thought  of 
nothing  but  Peace;  —  and  I  also  wipe  the  Outside  of  your 
body  clean,  that  not  the  least  Remains  of  any  thing  which  might 
give  you  trouble,  may  ever  again  appear;  —  and  by  this  Belt 
we  take  fast  Hold  of  you,  our  Brethren  in  Peace  — 

Delivered  a  Friendship  Belt  of  20  Rows,  with  the 
figures  of  two  men  representing  the  English  them¬ 
selves.  — 


Kyashuta  then  spoke  to  the  Delawares.  — 

Nephews.  — 

You  told  your  LIncles  the  Six  Nations  that  you  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  every  thing  that  was  requested  of  you  by  us,  and  our 
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Brethren  the  English.  We  are  glad  to  hear  you  are  come  to  such 
a  Resolution,  and  we  desire  you  to  be  strong,  and  do  so. 

A  String.  — 

Kayashuta  then  addressed  Mr.  Croghan  — 

Brethren.  — 

I  am  going  now  to  speak  to  you  on  behalf  of  all  the  Nations 
present,  and  those  to  the  Sunsetting.  You  told  us  Yesterday  that 
the  General  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  ordered  you  to  assure  all  the 
Nations  to  the  Sunsetting,  that  if  they  performed  their  engage¬ 
ments,  we  shou’d  enjoy  a  free  Trade,  and  Intercourse.  I  hope 
this  comes  from  your  heart,  as  you  see  your  Brethren  the  Dela¬ 
wares,  and  your  Children  the  Shawanese  are  willing  to  comply 
with  every  thing  you  required  of  them.  - —  Now,  do  not  act  as  you 
have  done  a  Year,  or  two  before  these  late  troubles,  when  you 
prohibited  the  Sale  of  Powder,  Lead,  and  Rum.  this  Conduct 
gave  all  the  Nations  in  this  Country  a  Suspicion  that  you  had 
bad  Designs  against  them,  and  was  contrary  to  your  first  Prom¬ 
ises  when  you  came  here  to  Settle,  and  build  this  Fort  on  our 
Ground.  —  You  make  Rum,  and  have  taught  us  to  drink  it.  — 
You  are  fond  of  it  yourselves,  therefore  don’t  deprive  us  of  it; 
or  the  liberty  of  purchasing  Goods.  —  Open  the  Trade,  and  let 
us  sell  our  Skins  which  we  have  brough  here  for  that  purpose, 
otherwise  we  must  think  you  speak  from  your  Lips,  &  not  from 
your  hearts. 

A  Belt.  — 

Brethren.  — 

When  you  first  came  to  drive  the  French  from  this  Place,  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  sent  us  a  message  that  we  should  with¬ 
draw  from  the  French,  and  that  when  the  English  were  settled 
here,  we  should  want  for  nothing,  it  is  true  you  did  supply  us 
very  well,  but  this  was  only  whilst  the  War  was  doubtful,  and 
as  soon  as  you  conquered  the  French,  you  did  not  care  how  you 
treated  us,  as  you  then  did  not  think  us  worth  your  notice.  We 
request  you  may  not  treat  us  again  in  the  same  manner,  but  that 
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you  will  now  open  the  Trade,  &  not  put  us  off  with  telling  us  that 
you  must  first  hear  from  your  Great  Man,  before  it  can  be  done, 
if  you  have  but  little  Goods,  let  us  have  them  for  our  Skins,  and 
let  us  have  a  part  of  your  Rum,  or  we  cannot  put  trust  in  what 
you  tell  us  for  the  future.  — 

A  large  Belt.  — 

He  then  added  that  he  did  not  speak  for  himself,  but  was 
appointed  by  all  the  Nations  present,  and  that  what  he  had 
said  was  the  Sentiments  of  the  whole.  —  Kayashuta  spoke  to  the 
Delawares  on  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  giving  them  an  Invita¬ 
tion  to  return  to  their  Old  Settlements,  at  the  same  time  desiring 
them  to  hold  fast  by  the  Chain  of  Friendship  subsisting  between 
the  English  &  Six  Nations.  — 

A^Belt.  — 

Then  Ogista,  an  old  Seneca  Indian  spoke  to  the  Shawanese, 
and  invited  them  to  return  to  their  old  settlements,  where  they 
would  be  near  their  Fathers  the  English  &  their  brethren  the 
Six  Nations.  — 

A  Belt.  — 

May  the  1  1th.  —  The  Indians  being  assembled  Mr.  Croghan 
addressed  them  as  follows.  — 

Present  as  before. 

Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  Shawanese,  Delawares,  &  San- 
duskey  Indians.  — 

You  yesterday  answered  the  several  Speeches  I  delivered  you 
the  day  before  from  his  Excellency  General  Gage,  and  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson,  and  you  have  agreed  to  comply  with  every  thing  they 
desire  of  you.  Brethren,  you  have  done  right  in  Complying  with 
the  General’s  requests,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  will  rep¬ 
resent  your  readiness  on  this  Occasion  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  in  a 
proper  manner  — 

Brethren.  — 

When  first  your  Brethren  the  English  settled  here,  they  kindled 
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a  Council  fire  for  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  Sun  setting, 
but  for  these  two  Years  past  this  fire  has  been  neglected,  and 
was  near  going  out.  Now,  Brethren,  I  put  some  good  dry  Wood 
on  your  Council  fire  that  it  may  blaze  up  to  the  Sky  so  that 
Nations  may  see  it,  and  come  here  to  Smoke  with  their  Brethren 
the  English  in  Peace.  — 

Brethren  — 

Now  I  have  kindled  your  Council  fire,  and  made  it  burn 
clear,  I  again  with  this  Belt  disperse  all  the  dark  Clouds  that 
have  been  hanging  over  your  heads  for  some  time  past  that  you 
may  see  the  Sun  clear.  — 

Brethren  — 

You  have  now  appointed  a  Deputation  to  go  to  Sir  Wm.  John¬ 
son  to  confirm  a  lasting  Peace,  as  you  promised  Col.  Bouquet 
last  fall.  You  have  made  a  good  Choice.  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  your  Tribes,  and  I  know  those  to  be  Chiefs  and  men  of 
Consequence  in  yr.  Nation  and  I  approve  of  them,  therefore, 
Brethren,  I  now  make  the  Road  smooth,  and  easy  to  their  feet, 
&  remove  any  Loggs  that  may  have  fallen  across  it,  that  you 
may  travel  safe  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  — 

Breth".  the  Shawanese 

You  yesterday  delivered  to  Cap1.  Murray1  and  me  a  number 
of  our  own  People,  agreeable  to  your  promises,  and  say  the  few 
remaining,  which  were  out  a  Hunting  should  be  brought  here  as 
soon  as  possible.  Your  Conduct  in  this,  is  very  agreeable,  and 
convinces  us  of  your  Sincerity,  and  you  may  be  assured  I  will 
represent  it  properly  to  the  General,  and  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  and 
I  desire  that  as  soon  as  possible  you  will  bring  in  those  you  left 
behind.  — 

Brethren.  — 

Yesterday  you  made  two  Speeches  concerning  our  past  Con- 

1  Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant  at 
Fort  Pitt. 
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duct  as  to  Trade.  I  must  observe  to  you  that,  had  we  a  mind  to 
recapitulate  Injuries,  we  could  convince  you  that  we  have  much 
more  reason  to  complain  of  your  Conduct,  than  you  have  of  ours. 
— but  we  have  thrown  away  from  our  remembrance  everything 
that  gave  us  any  trouble,  and  I  hope  your  future  Conduct  will 
give  us  no  reason  to  repeat  past  Offences,  —  and  to  convince  you 
of  our  Sincerity,  the  commanding  Officer  here,  though  he  has 
no  Orders  for  it,  will  take  upon  himself  to  open  the  Trade, 
and  suffer  you  to  purchase  such  necessaries  as  are  here,  which 
are  but  little,  owing  to  your  own  backwardness  in  not  coming 
here  early  in  the  Spring  as  you  promised,  but  as  soon  as  the 
General  is  made  acquainted  with  your  Conduct  at  this  Meeting, 
Traders  will  be  sent  out  to  Supply  you  w*h.  all  the  necessaries 
yu.  may  want.  — 

Brethn. 

You  desire  that  Rum  may  be  sold  to  you.  The  Traders  here 
have  none;  but  as  soon  as  you  have  sold  your  Peltry,  and  are 
Setting  out  for  your  own  Country,  Cap*.  Murray  will  make  yu. 
a  Present  of  some.  — 

Brethn. 

I  have  now  finished  every  thing  I  had  to  say  to  you,  only  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  General  willing  to  convince  you  of  the 
Sincerity  he  professes  to  you,  has  ordered  Cap'.  Murray  and  me, 
on  Complying  with  what  he  ordered  me  to  require  of  you,  to 
make  you  a  Present  of  Goods  to  cloth  your  Women  &  Children, 
which  we  now  deliver  to  your  several  Tribes.  — 

After  the  Presents  were  delivered  Kyashuta  spoke  to  the  Dela¬ 
wares  &  Shawanese. 

Nephews  the  Delawares  —  and  Younger  Brothers  the  Shawa¬ 
nese  — 

You  have  now  heard  every  thing  your  Fathers  the  English  had 
to  say  to  you,  and  as  you  have  answered  them  that  you  will 
comply  with  every  thing  we  desire  you  to  be  strong  in  your  Reso- 
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lutions.  —  We  have  appointed  Deputies  to  go  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson,  and  men  to  attend  Mr.  Croghan  on  his  Journey.  — 
Here  is  one  of  our  Chiefs  who  is  to  Stay  here  with  his  Family 
to  assist  our  Brethren  the  English  in  Council.  —  Then  he  ad¬ 
dressed  himself  to  Mr.  Croghan,  &  Caph  Murray  and  appointed 
the  Chief,  saying  (this  is  the  Man  appointed  to  Stay  here  till 
our  Return.)  — 

Then  Custologa  spoke  to  the  Six  Nations  on  behalf  of  the 
Delawares.  — 


Uncles.  — 

Y ou  yesterday  desired  us  to  return  to  our  old  Habitations,  and 
live  in  Peace  with  our  Fathers  the  English,  this  I  assure  you  we 
will  do,  and  you  shall  see  us  kindle  our  fires  again  at  our  old 
Places.  — 


A  Belt.  — 


Then  Addressing  himself  to  the  English  —  said  — 

Fathers. 

I  must  now  call  you;  it  is  your  Desire  that  we  appoint  Depu¬ 
ties,  this  is  done,  and  we  send  Such  Men  as  are  best  acquainted 
with  the  Affairs  of  our  Nation.  —  Ended  — ■ 


FROM  SAMUEL  MONROE 


Copy 1 


SR. 


New  Goal,  New  York  May  12,  1765 


I  should  long  since  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  address  you  on 
the  Subject  of  my  Imprisonment  &  have  left  Affairs  to  your  good 
Judgment  in  them  had  I  not  [been]  flatter’d  myself  that  People 
here  acted  on  some  Principle  &  that  as  soon  as  [my]  the  Cir- 


1  In  New  York  State  Library;  from  a  copy  made  before  the  fire. 
Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  were  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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cumstances  of  my  Affairs  were  known  I  should  be  discharg’d, 
but  As  I  am  so  [ happ ]  unhappily  dissapointed,  Being  oppres’d 
and  in  evry  Shape  illegaly  used,  I  now  apply,  earnestly  begging 
your  Candid  Advice  St  whether  you  approve  of  [the]  my  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  being  sensible  that  by  your  Approbation  or  Dissapro- 
bation  I  must  either  Stand  or  fall.  One  Daniel  Nimham  and 
others,  Indians  of  the  County  of  Dutchess  being  unlawfuly 
Disposses’d  of  their  Lands  in  their  Absence  therefrom,  made 
Application  to  me  to  get  them  redrest  according  to  [the]  his 
late  Majestys  royal  Proclamation,  St  to  that  End,  invested  me 
with  full  Power  to  do  the  same  by  giving  me  a  Power  of  At¬ 
torney,  St  legaly  appointing  me  their  Guardian  This  I  thought 
sufficient,  St  accordingly  began  a  Procedure  on  the  Affair,  I 
came  to  York  and  apply’d  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor1 2  in 
order  to  that  the  Deed  which  Mr.  Beverly  Robinson  St  Phillip 
Phillips  pretended  to  have  might  be  inspected  into  As  I  was 
sensible  it  was  a  fraudulent  one  I  myself  being  imploy’d  by 
Adolph  Phillips  deceas’d  to  purchase  said  Lands  of  the  Indians 
which  was  never  done  Mr.  Phillips  dying  soon  after,  In  Answer 
to  my  Application  the  Governor  told  me  that  non  one  had  a  Right 
to  act  for  the  Indians  but  yourself  St  immediately  comitted  me 
to  Goal  by  a  Mittimus  signed  by  Judge  Horsmanden,"  in  which 
it  was  ascertain’d  that  I  was  guilty  of  an  Action  of  Maintain- 
ance  St  for  that  to  be  detain’d  Till  I  found  sufficient  Bail  of  Two 
Thousand  Pounds  to  answer  to  the  Suit,  Since  which  there  has 
been  no  Action  enter  d  against  me  in  the  Court  but  I  am  here 
detain’d  St  like  to  remain.  Their  Views  are  very  perceptible  To 
stop  me  from  going  to  England  as  I  intended  with  the  Indians  In 
order  that  they  might  be  reinstated  in  their  Rights. 

What  I  would  beg  of  your  Sr.  is  the  Favour  of  a  Line  with 

1  See  petition  of  Munro  and  others,  March  6,  1  765,  Calendar  of  Land 

Papers,  p.  333. 

2  Daniel  Horsmanden. 
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your  Sentiments  on  the  [same]  Subject  &  that  you  would  excuse 
The  Freedom  of  this  Address  from 

S' 

Your  most  Obedient 
most  Humble  Servant 

Samll  Monrow1 


ADDRESSED : 

Sr.  William  Johnson  Bar*, 
at  Johnson  Hall 

INDORSED : 

New  York  May  12*.  1765 
Mr.  Sam1.  Munro’s  letter 
from  ye.  Goal 


FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 


Contemporary  Copy2 


Sir  — 


Fort  Pitt,  May  the  12th.  1765 


Some  days  ago  I  was  favored  with  your  of  the  9*.  March3  & 
last  night  had  the  favr.  of  yours  of  the  8*.  of  April4  just  as  I  had 
finished  with  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares,  Six  Nations  and 
Sanduskey  Indians,  a  Copy  of  my  Transactions  here,  I  enclose 
you  to  which  I  must  refer  your  honour.  I  have  been  long  de¬ 
tained  here  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  Delawares,  which 
you  will  see  by  my  Journal,  the  Shawanese  have  behaved  very 
well,  as  have  the  Senecas — the  Delawares  intended  to  be  Media¬ 
tors  between  the  other  Nations  &  us,  but  finding  that  would  not 
take,  they  had  now  come  into  the  same  Measures  with  the 
rest;  the  Shawanese  Delawares  and  Senecas  have  appointed 
a  Deputation  of  their  People  to  wait  on  you,  and  settle  such  terms 
of  Peace  as  you  and  they  can  agree  on;  —  and  they  are  men 


1  Samuel  Monroe. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  Ante  pp.  627-30. 

4  Ante  pp.  680-82. 
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of  weight  in  their  Nations.  —  they  have  likewise  appointed  Dep- 
ties.  to  go  with  me  to  the  Illenois,  which  I  hope  will  facilitate  the 
Service  I  am  Ordered  on  there,  as  they  have  great  influence  with 
all  them  Nations,  as  you  will  see  by  the  sev1.  Intelligences  I  got 
here  wch.  you  will  See  inserted  in  my  Journal,  —  and  the  Dela¬ 
wares  have  appointed  Hostages  to  Stay  here  ’till  every  thing  is 
settled  &  so  have  the  Senecas.  —  lam  Sr. 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  —  Yrs.  &c 

Signed  —  Geo.  CROGHAN 

FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Fort  Pitt  May  13 A  1765 

Hond.  Sir  __ 

yesterday  I  Wrote  you  fuly  About  ye.  Meeting  hear  with  those 
Nations  &  Inclosd.  yr.  Honour  A  Copy  of  My  Transactions  heer 
with  ye.  Indians  Sence  My  ARivel  fer  yr.  perruseal  wh.  I  hope 
you  will  Receive  Long  before  this  Rachess  you.  — 

Inclosd.  I  Send  you  a  List  of  ye.  Deputys  going  to  you  wh. 
they  will  Deliver  you  themselves,  Giathsuta  the  Cheeffe  of  the 
Sinicas  is  a  Sencable  good  Temper^.  Indian  has  a  Great  Sway 
AMoungst  ye.  Shannas  and  has  Devoted  his  Time  Sence  Last 
fall  to  bringng  About  an  AComedation  between  thet  Nation  & 
the  English  and  Desirves  yr.  honours  Notice  the  Shannas  thet 
goes  are  Men  of  ye.  Most  Intrest  in  thire  Nation  as  all  ye.  War- 
rers  are  Lead  Intierly  by  what  they  Say,  that  Nation  in  Gineral 
are  A  very  proud  &  high  Sperreted  pople,  Very  Breave  and 
very  Hostable  Easey  Lead  Butt  hard  to  Drive  &  has  More 
to  Say  with  the  Westren  Nations  then  any  othe  this  Way,  So  that 
yr.  Sending  them  hom[e  we]  11  Satisfyd.  wd.  be  of  the  Greatest 
Service  to  his  Majestys  Indian  Intrest  w*1.  I  flater  my  Self  you 
will  Easy  Do  without  Much  Truble 

the  Dallaways  that  goes  are  Nott  ye.  first  that  was  apointed 
oweing  to  Custologa  and  aNother  Cheeffe  being  Taken  Ill,  Butt 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 
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they  are  Men  of  Great  Sway  aMoungst  thire  Tribes  &  has  Greatt 
Influencee  with  the  Warrers  &  fuly  Impowered  to  Transactt  the 
Busness  they  are  going  on  — 

they  have  Reylesed  heer  24  Hostidges  of  ye.  Several  Nations 
AMoungst  wh.  is  a  Cheefe  of  Each  wh.  is  a  Convenceing  proof 
to  me  of  thire  Sinceerity. 

and  they  have  given  Me  My  Choise  of  the  Several  Nations  to 
go  with  Me  wh.  will  Insure  My  Success  where  1  am  going, 

the  Commanding  officer  Major  Murray  has  ALowd.  the  In¬ 
dians  on  this  acation  to  purchess  ye.  fine  goods  that  is  heer 
Contrarry  to  his  orders  for  ye.  good  of  the  Service  Butt  there  is 
Nott  a  Sufficince  heer  &  No  powder  Nor  Lead  Nor  Rum  wh. 
gives  them  Some  unesayness  I  have  taken  Evry  Method  in  my 
power  to  quieat  them  on  that  Head,  Butt  if  the  Trade  is  Nott 
Soon  opend.  &  a  Suply  of  Goods  &  Rum  Sent  Hear,  all  the 
paice  yr.  honour  Makes  with  them  will  have  butt  a  Short  Dura¬ 
tion,  fer  itt  Dose  Nott  apear  to  Me  that  those  Nations  has  been 
So  Distresed  by  the  Warr  as  has  been  thought,  they  haveing  been 
well  Suplyd.  by  the  french  from  the  llinoies,  &  they  Tell  Me 
that  if  Co11.  Bouquet  had  Nott  Soliscated  them  for  a  paice  Last 
fall  they  wold  have  fought  with  him  wh.  I  wold  Be  Glad  you 
wold  Examine  them  about  to  Sat  [isfy ]  yr.  Self,  I  Shall  ad  No 
More  att  present  Butt  [  ]  g  Lave  to  AShure  yr.  honour  that  I  am 

with  Greatt  Esteem  &  Regard  yr.  Honours  Most 

obeident  &  Most  Humble 
Servant 

To  the  Honourable  Geo:  CROGHAN 

Sir  William  Johnson  Barr1. 

Johnson  Hall 

\DDRESSED : 

To 

Sir  William  Johnson 
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FROM  WILLIAM  HOWARD 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Captn.  William  Howard  dated 

Michillimacinac,  May  the  1 7th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

By  the  Return  of  the  Express  sent  to  Detroit,  I  got  an  account 
of  the  Peace  made  with  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares,  with 
which  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  acquainting  sev1.  Chiefs  who  came 
here,  in  the  winter  to  enquire  for  news.  They  seemed  well 
pleased  with  it.  —  Mr.  Babtist  Cadot2  came  from  Sf.  Mary.  — 
when  he  returned  I  sent  him  a  Belt  to  Shew  all  the  Indians  that 
shou’d  come  to  S'.  Mary’s,  to  acquaint  them  of  the  news  of  the 
Peace.  —  The  Chippaweighs  that  killed  the  People  here  sent  for 
leave  to  come  in,  which  I  consented  to.  they  brought  me  a  Pipe, 
and  made  fair  promises,  which  I  place  no  Dependance  upon. 
Mr.  Marsac  has,  by  Col.  Bradstreet’s  orders,  talked  to  them  with 
four  belts,  which  they  received.  I  admit  very  few  at  a  time  into 
the  Fort,  which  Offended  them.  I  gave  leave  to  the  Chiefs  to 
come  in  at  any  time.  As  they  had  no  Medals  from  you  my 
Sentries  could  not  distinguish  them  from  the  rest.  —  I  gave 
each  Chief  a  Dollar  tied  to  a  Ribbon,  and  told  them  that  they 
should  keep  them  ’till  I  heard  from  you.  — 

Suspecting  the  Chippaweighs  were  not  Sincere,  one  of  the 
Chiefs  that  was  with  you  at  Niagara,  the  one  to  whom  you 
promised  to  give  the  Colours,  informed  me  that  the  Indians  had 
bad  Talk .  Said  Chief  has  promised  to  let  me  know  the  Result 
of  their  Councils.  —  I  desired  Mr.  Marsac  to  endeavor  to  dis¬ 
cover  their  Sentiments,  who  brought  me  the  following  Discourse 
—  viz*.  That  they  did  not  look  upon  the  words,  as  his  own,  but 
that  he  spoke  for  the  English,  being  drunk.  —  they  told  him  that 
they  would  listen  to  bad  Birds,  and  that  all  the  Indians  along  the 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Baptiste  Cadot. 
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Mississippi,  Wabash,  and  Miamies  were  assembled  this  Spring, 
and  concluded  to  divide  into  two  Parties,  one  to  go  to  Pitsburgh, 
and  the  other  against  Detroit,  and  they  believed  another  Party 
was  to  go  against  a  Village  nearest  Oswego.  —  A  Chippaweigh 
that  lives  at  the  1  in  the  River  Huron  informed  said 

Marsac  that  40  Indians  of  Grand  Riviere  set  off  early  this 
Spring  to  stay  at  Point  1  on  Lake  Erie  to  kill  all 

Traders  that  should  pass  that  way  —  that  if  they  met  none,  they 
intended  to  lurk  about  Detroit,  and  kill  all  they  could.  — 

He  likewise  informed  that  the  Ottawas,  that  had  made  Peace 
at  Detroit,  only  did  it,  to  avoid  Suspicion,  that  they  might  the 
better  execute  their  Designs  with  Pondiac,  and  his  40  Men.  — 
The  Chippaweighs  shewed  to  said  Chippaweigh  a  Belt  they  had 
received,  with  the  shape  of  a  Tomahawk,  worked  with  black 
Wampum,  to  strike  against  the  English  —  they  told  him  that 
other  Nations  had  received  Belts  for  the  same  purpose.  —  an 
English  Trader  that  wintered  with  the  Ottawas  informed  me  that 
the  French  from  the  lllenois  supply  the  Indians  as  far  as  La 
Bay  with  every  thing  they  want,  and  had  told  the  Indians  that 
the  French  are  at  war  with  us,  and  had  already  taken  Quebec  — 
that  an  Indian  had  informed  him  that  the  great  Chief  of  the 
Chippaweighs  intended  to  strike  some  where  as  soon  as  the 
Strawberries  are  ripe.  —  the  Ottawas  near  me,  seem  inclinable 
for  Peace,  but  those  at  the  Grand  Riviere,  are  for  War,  and  by 
their  present  Disposition,  I  believe  most  of  them,  are :  —  shou’d 
any  Disturbance  happen,  I  shall  send  an  Express  to  Detroit  — 

I  am  Sir  — 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Yrs.  &c 

WM.  Howard2 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 

2  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1  7th.  regiment,  commandant  at 
Michilimackinac. 
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TO  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 
Copy 1 

J ohnson-hall,  May  18,  1765. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.2  and  I  herewith 
enclose  you  a  letter  left  by  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  is  gone  to  the 
Seneca’s  country.  The  Indians,  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred, 
who  have  been  here  for  some  time,  and  are  not  yet  all  departed, 
prevent  me  from  writing  fully  upon  any  subject  at  this  time. 

David  Fowler  is  set  out  for  Oneida,  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
found  useful.  I  have  recommended  him  to  the  Indians,  and  will 
not  fail  to  give  all  the  countenance  and  encouragement  in  my 
power  to  Mr.  Kirkland  and  his  endeavors,  as  well  as  any  others 
calculated  for  the  instruction  of  the  Indians. 

I  have  seen  something  of  the  resolves  you  mention:  they  are 
well  intended,  and  I  dare  say,  will  meet  with  encouragement  in 
England. 

Mr.  Kirkland  takes  pains  to  ground  himself  in  the  language 
of  the  Senecas ;  which  is  the  first  step  necessary.  A  great  end  to 
be  acquired  by  religion  among  the  heathen,  is  the  bettering  their 
morals.  This  I  fear  is  very  difficult  to  effect;  for  notwithstanding 
the  pains  taken  by  many  zealous  and  well  disposed  persons,  I 
find  the  spirit  of  avarice  gains  more  ground  than  Christianity ;  the 
latter  is  but  in  outward  show,  and  will  scarely  resist  a  bottle  of 
rum.  They  increase  likewise  too  much  in  craft  and  dissimulation, 
which  religion  ought  rather  to  destroy.  However  all  this  is 
but  too  certain  with  regard  to  the  generality  of  the  Indians,  and 
it  is  therefore  a  subject  which  requires  serious  consideration,  how 
religion  shall  be  rendered  serviceable  to  the  improvement  of 
their  minds,  and  to  their  becoming  honest  and  industrious,  to 
mind  their  hunting  and  trade,  and  live  in  peace  and  friendship. 
I  hope  these  ends  may  one  day  be  effected,  and  that  your  en- 

1  Printed  in  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Eleazar  Wheelock  •  •  •  .  PP-  265-66. 

2  Printed  in  Doc.  Hist,  of  N.  Y.,  4:356-58. 
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deavors  may  be  in  some  measure  instrumental  thereto,  as  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  sincere  well-wisher, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

William  Johnson. 

P.S.  Please  to  tell  the  boys  I  am  glad  to  hear  they  are  well,  and 
that  I  wish  they  may  continue  to  deserve  your  good  character. 


TO  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

L.  S 2 


Dr  Sir  — 


Johnson  hall  May  I8lh.  1765 


l  have  received  your  favours  of  31st.  March,1 2  with  that  of  last 
Month3  but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  answer  either  since  I  re¬ 
ceived  them,  as  I  had  above  900  Indians  about  me,  and  this 
Letter  is  [not]  only  intended  as  an  apology  for  not  Writing 
you  fully  at  present,  which  I  cannot  possibly  do  till  they  are  all 
Set  off.  —  I  expect  they  will  return  home  in  a  day  or  two  when 
I  shall  give  you  a  particular  answer  on  the  Affair  of  Kayaderos- 
reras  &  inform  you  how  much  the  Whole  Six  Nations  have  in¬ 
terested  themselves  therein,  but,  at  and  before  the  Departure  of 
the  Indians,  they  have  always  so  much  to  say,  that  I  have  not 
leisure  to  Dine,  or  Sup,  without  being  interrupted.  — 

I  must  however  spare  time  in  this  to  answer  you  about  the 
Bill  of  Costs.  —  I  do  assure  you,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
would  Consider  your  Slender  Sallary  as  a  Suffic'.  reward  for 
your  Trouble  I  am  too  much  accustomed  to  the  greatest  of  drudg¬ 
ery,  ever  to  Judge  lightly  of  other  Men’s  Labours,  and  altho’ 
it  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  have  settled  particularly 
since  the  Orders  from  the  Treasury  agt  incurring  any  Expences 
but  such  as  were  approved  of  at  home,  unless  on  Emergencys,  I 


1  In  New  York  Historical  Society. 

2  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  261. 

3  Not  found. 
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have  nevertheless  persuaded  Gen1 2.  Gage,  to  admit  of  the  Charge 
in  my  next  Accounts,  in  order  to  your  payment,  altho’  many  other 
accounts  must  yet  remain  unpaid  tho’  prior  to  the  receipt  of  these 
orders.  As  I  should  be  glad  to  Serve  you,  I  took  this  small 
trouble  in  the  midst  of  my  hurry  to  effect  it.  — 

I  am1  with  much  Esteem  Sir 

J.  T.  K.EMPE  Esqr.  Yr.  most  Humble  Serv*. 

WM.  Johnson 


FROM  ALEXANDER  FRASER 
Contemporary  Copy J 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  F raser  dated 

Illenois  May  the  1 8^  1765. 

There  is  a  Shawanese  Chief  come  to  this  Place  who  gave  a 
Belt  of  Wampum  to  the  Indian  Chiefs,  whom  I  had  assembled 
to  wait  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  Croghan.  —  he  told  them  he  had  it 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  and  that  he  desired  them  to 
continue  the  War  against  the  English,  and  that  they  should  from 
time  to  time  receive  abundance  of  Presents,  and  Traders  among 
them  to  Supply  them  with  Arms,  and  Ammunition  to  continue  it. 
this  Story  has  made  a  very  great  Change,  among  them:  they  were 
before  well  disposed  for  Peace,  but  at  present  several  of  them 
seem  to  waver.  —  Pondiac  is  the  only  one  whom  I  can  prevail 
on  to  stay  any  longer  here  to  wait  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  Croghan. 
he  has  agreed  to  remain  yet  ten,  or  twelve  days,  though  he 
says  he  has  already  waited  so  long  for  him,  that  he  dispairs  of 
his  coming,  he  is  the  most  sensible  man  among  all  the  Nations, 
and  the  most  humane  Indian  I  ever  saw,  he  was  as  careful  of 
me,  and  my  men,  as  if  we  were  his  own  Children,  and  has 
saved  my  life  twice  since  I  came  here.  I  have  begged  the 


1  From  here  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  ^  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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French  Commanding  Officer  to  contradict  the  above  Report 
brought  by  the  Shawanese  chief,  —  but  he  has  taken  no  notice 
of  it  as  yet.  I  am 

Yours  &c 

(Signed)  Alexr.  Fraser.1 — 

FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy- 

Detroit,  May  the  2/sl.  1765. 

Sir  — 

The  party  of  Chipaweighs  that  I  sent  some  time  ago  from 
hence  to  the  Miamis  returned  about  eight  days  ago,  but  they 
brought  me  no  Satisfactory  answer  from  them,  the  Miamis 
amused  them  for  several  days  there,  telling  them  that  they  would 
bring  in  their  Prisoners  themselves,  as  soon  as  their  Chiefs  were 
assembled,  and  Pondiac  returned  from  the  Illenois,  —  that 
therefore  they  might  return,  and  inform  me  of  their  Intentions. 
—  the  Powtawatamies  of  Sh  Joseph’s  have  not  come  in  with 
their  Prisoners  as  yet,  and  I  apprehend  they  have  no  intentions  at 
present  to  fullfill  their  engagements  to  me  in  February  last.  — 
They  have  even  sent  me  a  Message  desiring  me  to  dismiss  the 
two  men  of  theirs  left  here  as  Hostages.  —  I  apprehend  that 
all  the  Nations  of  Indians  towards  the  Illenois  are  at  present 
very  ill  disposed,  and  that,  entirely  owing  to  Pondiac,  and  some 
disaffected  people  that  are  among  them.  —  I  find  that  both  the 
Miamis,  and  S'.  Joseph  Indians  are  determined  to  be  ruled 
by  that  turbulent  Villain  Pondiac.  —  I  likewise  suspect  some  of 
the  Ottawas.  —  Two  days  ago  Nicolas  a  Mohawk,  a  Wyandot 
of  Sanduskey,  and  two  Canada  Indians  came  in  to  me  in  Com¬ 
pany  with  four  Chiefs  of  the  Hurons  of  this  place,  they  informed 
me  that  the  Wiandois  of  Sanduskey  having  lately  heard  fre- 

1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 

"  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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quent  Reports  that  a  large  body  of  Indians,  and  French  were 
coming  from  the  Illenois  by  the  way  of  the  Miamies :  that  they 
therefore  sent  some  of  their  "V  oung  men  to  know  the  truth  of  it, 
who  in  returning  from  thence  met  with  the  Informants  at  Rochde- 
bout  in  the  Miami  River,  that  they  told  them,  that  on  the  9th. 
Ins*.,  Pondiac’s  Nephew,  with  two,  or  three  more  Indians  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  Miamis  from  the  Illenois,  and  acquainted  them  that 
a  short  time  ago  six  Englishmen  w*C  one  Maisonville  a  French¬ 
man,  a  Huron  of  this  place,  a  Mohawk,  and  a  Delaware  ar¬ 
rived  there  from  Fort  Pit,  whom  Pondiac  ordered  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  and  Carried  Prisoners  to  Ouiattonon,  where  they  were  all 
burnt  except  two  that  Pondiac  was  bringing  along  with  him  to 
give  to  the  Miamies  —  that  Pondiac  had  seven  Belts,  where¬ 
with  to  raise  the  following  Nations,  viz*,  the  Illenois  Indians,  the 
Puans,  Mescorilings,  Kickapoos,  Ouiattonons,  P oWtauTatamies  of 
S*.  Joseph,  and  Miamies,  who  are  to  be  Joined  by  several  Na¬ 
tions  from  the  Northward,  and  the  whole  to  Assemble  at  Detroit, 
the  beginning  of  next  month  to  make  what  efforts  they  can, 
against  the  English,  for  which  purpose  Pondiac  has  an  eighth 
Belt  much  longer  than  any  of  the  rest,  that  is  to  serve  as  a 
Hatchet,  —  that  this  undertaking  is  to  be  carried  on  entirely  by 
the  Indians,  without  the  least  Assistance  from  the  French.  - 
SK  Vincent,  a  Canada  Indian,  one  of  the  above  mentioned  Inform¬ 
ants,  further  says,  that  he  being  at  the  Shawanese  Village,  before 
he  went  to  the  Rochedebout  in  the  Miami  River,  he  was  told  by 
a  French  Trader  there,  that  he  received  a  Letter  from  the  afore¬ 
said  Maisonville,  when  he  was  going  down  the  Ohio,  telling  him 
that  he  had  been  sent  by  the  commanding  Officer  of  Fort  Pit 
to  go  with  some  Englishmen  to  the  Illenois.  —  Yesterday  I  sent 
a  Belt  with  a  Speech  to  Pondiac  by  some  of  the  Ottawa  Chiefs 
inviting  him  to  come  in  here,  and  that  I  would  receive  him  very 
kindly,  and  forget  all  his  past  Offences  against  the  English,  in 


Alexander  Maisonville. 
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hopes  he  would  now  become  wise,  and  remain  for  ever  a  sincere 
friend  to  the  English  &  their  Allies.  I  am  &c  — 

Sc  — 

Yrs. 

John  Campbell1  — 

FROM  JOHN  PENN 

A.  L.  S2 

Philadelphia  May  23d.  1765 

Sir  — 

I  have  lately  received  your  favor  of  the  12th.  of  April  on  the 
subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  goods  at  Sideling  Hill,  and  am 
pleased  to  find  your  Sentiments  so  favorable  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Croghan’s  being  interested  with  the  Merchants  here  in  a  scheme 
of  Indian  Trade.  The  Intent  of  my  Journey  to  Carlisle  was  to 
make  a  discovery  of  the  Persons  who  destroyed  the  goods,  the 
Cause  of  so  unwarrantable  a  Conduct,  and  to  endeavour  to  bring 
the  Offenders  to  Justice  in  a  legal  way;  For  which  purpose  I 
caused  warrants  to  be  Issued  for  such  persons  as  were  accused  & 
took  the  depositions  of  all  persons  who  could  say  anything  against 
them.  But  none  of  the  offenders  could  be  found,  and  the  Wit¬ 
nesses  were  bound  to  appear  at  the  next  Court  to  give  evidence. 
It  seems  however,  that  at  the  late  Court  in  April,  tho’  all  the  wit¬ 
nesses  were  present  the  Grand  Jury  had  not  Sufficient  proof  of 
Facts  to  find  a  bill  even  against  one  person,  and  so  the  matters 
rests  at  present. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  Copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from 
Cap'.  Graydon  commanding  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Augusta,3  as  it 
contains  some  Intelligence,  which  I  think  proper  for  you  to  be 
early  acquainted  with  —  The  Land  on  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  not  being  yet  purchased  from  the  Indians,  it  will 
justly  give  great  offence  to  them,  if  any  people  should,  without 
their  liberty,  presume  to  make  a  Settlement  there.  I  am  indeed 

1  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  I  7th  regiment,  commandant  at  Detroit, 

-  In  Ayer  Collection,  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  Ill. 

On  the  site  of  Shamokin,  later  Sunbury,  Pa. 
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much  surprised  to  find  that  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
should  attempt  such  a  thing  at  this  time,  as  they  have  so  lately 
experienced  the  dreadful  effects  of  an  Indian  ^Var;  but  I  shall 
take  proper  Measures  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  their  rash 
&  ill  judged  designs  —  On  the  other  hand  should  the  Munseys  or 
any  other  Indians,  again  seat  themselves  so  near  to  our  Frontiers 
as  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  it  will  put  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  into  the  greatest  terror  and  uneasiness  and  indeed  prevent 
many  poor  families  from  returning  to  their  plantations,  which  the 
Indian  Incursions  had  obliged  them  to  abandon  and  where  alone 
they  can  expect  to  procure  a  future  subsistance. 

I  am  afraid  too,  that  a  Spirit  of  revenge  will  sooner  or  later 
lead  some  of  the  people  whose  near  relations  have  been  mur¬ 
dered,  to  take  satisfaction  on  any  Indians  that  may  come  to 
settle  near  them.  If  you  can  by  any  means  represent^this  matter 
to  the  Indians  so  as  to  prevail  upon  them  not  to  think  of  living 
on  the  Susquehanna  nor  on  any  lands  near  our  Settlements,  it  will 
be  of  very  great  use.  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  I  received 
from  the  Inhabitants  of  Juniata,  which  shews  their  sentiments 
upon  this  Subject,  and  how  great  their  Apprehensions  of  danger 
are  from  an  Indian  Neighbourhood.  I  am  with  great  regard 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

SR.  William  Johnson  Bar1 2 3.  humble  Servant 

John  Penn 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.  S7  . 

Johnson  Hall  May  24lh.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  received  your  favours  of  the  8,h.'  and  12th.  Ins1./  and 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:743-44. 

2  Ante  pp.  717-19. 

3  Johnson  Papers,  4:739-40. 
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I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  we  agree  perfectly  in  Sentiments  on 
the  Subject  of  Kayadarusseras ,  wh.  has  given  me  much  trouble 
during  the  course  of  the  Congress  As  the  whole  Six  Nations  ex¬ 
pressed  themselves  verry  Strongly  thereon,  made  it  the  Objec¬ 
tion  to  their  closing  ye.  boundary  and  appear  realy  concerned  & 
interested  about  it.  — 

I  enclose  You  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  with  the  Delawares,  of 
which  I  hope  you  will  approve,  they  entered  into  it  with  chear- 
fullness  &  Seeming  desire,  I  give  them  a  Copy  of  it,  as  well  as  of 
my  Speech  to  them,  to  take  to  their  Nation,  where  are  always 
persons  who  can  explain  it;  —  These  Delaware  Deputys  will 
Sett  out  in  two  or  three  Days,  in  case  Bull,  &  the  other  Six  I 
wrote  for  arrive  so  soon.  The  remainder  of  ye.  Prisoners  Should 
not  be  sent  up  before  those  of  ours  in  their  hands  be  all  delivered 
here,  wh.  I  expect  they  will  be  in  ab'.  3  Weeks  time.  The  rest 
of  the  Indians  are  already  gone  except  about  30,  who  remain  with 
the  Hostages  ’till  ye.  Prisoners  &ca.  are  brought  down,  to  re¬ 
ceive  whom  my  Interpreter  wth.  Six  White  Men,  &  Some  Indians 
set  of  about  8  days  ago,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  accomplish 
his  Orders.  — 

Gaustarax  one  of  the  Seneca  Hostages1  now  here,  is  not  only 
the  Cheif  of  that  Nation,  but  may  be  considered  as  the  most 
leading  Man  of  any  Individual  between  this,  &  the  Westeren 
Indians,  and  even  there  I  have  Acc,ts.  of  his  having  verry  great 
influence  as  far  as  the  Illinois.  He  is  verry  plain  in  his  Ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  the  part  he  lately  acted,  for  whch  he  Assigns 
several  reasons  but  says  that  if  these  reasons  cease,  He  will  ex¬ 
ert  his  utmost  Influence  to  preserve  peace  hereafter,  and  he  is 
now  to  Send  Belts  from  hence  to  acquaint  the  Several  Nations 
with  w'.  has  passed  at  this  Meeting,  which  will  doubtless  have  a 
good  effect  if  they  arrive  in  time,  and  Indeed  I  am  of  opinion 
that  my  holding  a  General  Meeting  with  the  Several  Nations  this 
Summer,  at  some  place  to  the  Westward,  would  greatly  tend  to 


1  Gaustarax  and  Kayendarunghqua, 
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cement  the  Several  Treatys  &ca.,  but  as  You  know  that  Such 
a  Step  must  be  accompanied  with  a  verry  large  Present,  & 
other  Expence,  I  aont  apprehend  it  can  be  undertaken,  without 
His  Majestys  approbation.  — 

It  gives  me  concern  to  find  such  difficulty  made  in  raising 
money  on  the  Treasury  Bills,  as  it  must  be  verry  inconvenient 
to  the  Officers  who  have  pay  due,  as  well  as  to  everry  other 
Branch  concerned.  — 

I  shall  as  soon  as  I  have  a  little  leisure  make  out  my  Acctts. 
&  Send  them  to  You,  &  I  hope  they  will  be  the  last  of  much 
consequence,  ’till  the  Department  is  properly  Settled.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  cordial  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellencey  &  Most  Humble  ServaitT 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
May  24Y  1 765. 

received  June  1st. — 

Inclosing  Copy  of  a  Treaty  with 
the  Delawares.  — 
answered  — 

BILL  OF  DUNCAN  &  PHYN 

D. 

[Schenectady  May  25,  1765] 

[  '] 

]  fine  Gun  Powder 

[  ]  1  24  Gallons  Rum . 

[  ]  41b . ' . 

[  1  18 


9:0: 14  N'.  Best  Leaf  Tobac[co] 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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Gro 

Cags 

[ 

]  White  Lead  in  Oyle  W*. 

76!/2  .... 

.  .  .  .4 

[ 

]  Ditto . 

,56Nl. 

[ 

]  Ditto . 

.78/.... 

.  . .  .4 

[ 

]  Ditto . 

.77/2.... 

....4/ 

288/ 

12/ 

12/ 

2761b  N>. 

[ 

]  Cheese  W* . 351b. 

. 6oz.  . 

....  13[  ] 

[ 

]  Umber . 

.  [  ] 

[ 

]  Reed  Lead . 

.  [  ] 

[ 

]ls  Lamblack . 

.  [  ] 

[ 

]  Spirits  of  Turpentine  &  3 

Bottles 

[ 

]  for  the  Rum . 

.  [  1 

3"  [  ] 

"  8"  6 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


New  York  May  26  /  1765  — 

Copy./ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Have  received  your  Letter  of  the  18*.  Inst.2  but  those  You 
mention  from  the  Detroit  are  not  yet  come  to  Hand.  You  will 
receive  herewith  Dispatches  from  Fort  Pitt,  by  Which  You  will 
find,  the  Shawnese  have  behaved  with  more  Fidelity  than  we 
could  have  Expected.  The  Delawares  are  Quarrelling  amongst 
themselves,  and  notwithstanding  we  Expected  more  Sincerity 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:741-42. 
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from  them,  than  the  rest,  We  have  found  them  the  worst  —  Mr. 
Croghan  was  to  set  out  the  14lh.  Accompanied  by  some  Shaw- 
nese  Chiefs.  He  has  Sent  Me  an  answer  to  the  Accusations  which 
were  made  against  Him;  Declares  he  has  never  been  Concerned 
in  Trade  since  General  Braddock  s  Time;  That  he  was  wrong  in 
engaging  the  Traders  to  go  up,  &  inclosed  Me  a  list  of  the 
Goods  left  under  the  care  of  Captain  Callendar.  The  Indian 
Prisoners,  Ten  of  them.  Sailed  from  this  Some  Days  ago,  and 
will  probably  have  Joined  You. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Dr  Sir, 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  — 

To  Sir  William  Johnson 
Bar'. 

at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  May  26tlC  1  765  — 

FROM  JOHN  DUNCAN 

A.  L.  S.1 

Schenectady  May  26.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

Yesterday  afternoon  Sent  of  in  a  Batoe,  the  Sundry  Articles 
and  herewith  Send  you  the  Batoemens  Receipt  pr  there  Safe 
delivery  at  Caghnewaga,  wee  was  Oblig  d  to  Send  for  Some  of 
the  things  to  Albany  or  they  woud  been  Sooner  up. 

The  bearer  Lieu'.  Phyn2  is  going  Again  to  Niagara,  he’s 
been  very  Useful  there,  and  has  a  Scheime  in  View,  in  case  it 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Gratz  Collection. 

2  Lieut.  George  Pliyn. 
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Meet  your  Approbation  will  Endr.  to  put  it  in  practise;  he  s 
werthy  And  indefatigable  but  he  has  the  Honour  to  be  known  to 
you  need  Say  Nothing  to  recomend  him  further  to  your  favour; 
He’s  also  to  Endeavour  to  get  me  A  Small  Vessell  built  on  Lake 
Erie,  wish  it  May  Answer,  if  things  continue  as  At  pres',  it  cer¬ 
tainly  will,  but  it  cannot  be  thoh  that  the  General  will  continue 
to  persevere  in  Cramping  the  Traders. 

Intended  doing  my  Self  the  Pleasure  to  have  waited  on  you, 
with  Mr.  Phyn,  but  now  have  some  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the 
Honble  Lady  &  reap  the  Laurels  that  properly  belongs  to  Cap1. 
Clause,  but  I  wont  forget  him  when  I’m  in  power  But  am  not 
determined  if  I’ll  do  anything  for  the  Adj(.  General  or  Cap*. 
John,  unless  they  make  the  Next  Attempt.  I  had  a  Visit  last 
week  from  my  Daughter  for  a  few  days  only,  She’s  return’d. 
Mrs.  Duncan  Joins  me  in  our  best  respects  to  you  &  all  at  the 
Hall  — 

And  Am  with  great  truth 
Dr.  Sir 

Your  Ever  Oblig’d  Humble  Serv’. 
To  John  Duncan1 

The  Honble  Sir  WM.  Johnson  Bar'. 

P.S. 

Since  writing  tho*.  best  to  Send 
the  Invs.  of  the  things  &  keep 
the  Batoemens  rec*.  as  a  Check  on 
them  — 

Mr.  O.  Branahan  Shall  be  Sent  up  in  a  few  days. 

INDORSED: 

May  27*  1765 
From  Mr.  Duncan 


1  John  Duncan  of  the  firm  of  Duncan  &  Phyn,  Schenectady. 
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FROM  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON 

L. 


[New  York  May  27 .  1765] 


Per  Henry  Bogards1  [ 

I  shall  send  to  the  Care  of  Doctor  String  [er2 
One  Box  Green  Wax  &  One  Box  Ta[ 

Case  Florence  Oyl  &  Two  Silver  Sal[t 
to  your  hands,  Mr.  Switts3 4  promis’d  [ 
wch  if  he  had  Conformd  he  would  by  [ 
at  your  Seat,  hope  it  will  be  no  gr  [ 
per  Luckas  Van  Veghten  I  sent  to  the  Care  [of 
Seventeen  Copper  Kettles,  Sixteen  of  wch  had  [ 
Twenty  three  Pikes  &  6  Colours,  wch  I  bo  [ 
will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you  as  they  are  [ 
as  yet  had  an  Oppy  to  Purchase,  the  Hou[se 

[  ]  mentioned  (there’s  some  belongings  to  peop [le 

]  which  will  Shortly  be  exposed  to  Sale  at  Ver[y 
]  depend  shall  use  my  Endeavors  to  Pur  [chase 
[  ]  suit  you  agreable  to  your  directions,  s[ 

]  above  Skipper  Two  pipes  of  Madeira  [ 

]  wch  I  imagind  you  are  advised  by  [Baynton 
[ Wh]  arton  &  Morgan,  of  Philad-L,  —  Inc[losed 
tod]  ay,  from  London,  per  the  Freindsh[ip 
[  ]  Lebinrood,  —  as  Sir  Wm.  has  not  [ 

[  ]  d  to  the  Corn  Lately,  I  should  b  [ 

[  ]  have  it  yet,  it  still  Keeps  [ 

]  tenants  of  my  [ 

[ 

1  Henry  L.  Bogert  (Bogard,  Bogart),  a  ship  captain. 

2  Dr.  Samuel  Stringer  of  Albany,  New  York. 

3  Cornelius  Swits,  skipper. 

4  Lines  and  signature  burned  off. 
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J 

] 

] 
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FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy 1 

Spring  Hill,  May  27th  1765. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  inclosed  Letter  for  you  from 
the  Board  of  Trade,  which  my  son  sent  me  by  Express.  The 
Lords  Commissioners  in  their  Letter  to  me  of  the  1 6th  of  March 
inform  me  that  the  King  in  consequence  of  a  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Lords  had  sent  back  two  Mohawk  Indians  named 
Hermanus  &  Joseph2 3  at  the  public  Expence  &  I  am  ordered  to 
send  them  to  you  with  a  proper  person  to  conduct  them.  As  I 
doubt  not  your  Letter  contains  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Lords  &  the  Kings  pleasure  with  respect  to  these  Indians,  I 
think  it  needless  to  transmit  copies  of  what  is  sent  to  me. 

You  have  by  this  a  strong  instance  of  the  regard  the  King  & 
the  House  of  Lords  have  to  the  honour  of  the  Mohawk  Nation 
that  they  would  not  suffer  any  of  them  to  have  the  disgrace  of 
being  exhibited  as  a  public  shew.  At  the  same  time  the  Mohawks 
may  learn  to  guard  against  the  Delusions  of  mean  base  spirited 
pretending  friends. 

I  now  give  directions  to  my  son  Alexander  to  have  these 
Indians  taken  care  of  &  to  be  sent  forward  to  you  by  the  first 
Sloop  with  some  Person  to  conduct  them  to  you. 

This  Day  I  likewise  received  your  Letter  of  the  1  7th  Inst.,2 
I  am  very  sensible  of  the  trouble  you  must  have  at  the  time  the 

1  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1877,  pp.  3-4. 

2  “Complaint  having  been  made  to  the  House  of  Lords  that  two  Mo¬ 
hawk  Indians  named  Hermannus  and  Joseph  who  had  been  brought  from 
New  York  by  a  Jew  named  Myers,  were  exhibited  to  public  Shew  at  a 
tavern  in  London.”  See  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Cadwallader  Colden, 
March  16,  1765,  printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections, 

1923,  P.  23. 

3  Destroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  268. 
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Indians  leave  you,  I  hope  it  will  be  made  pleasing  to  you  by  your 
success  in  your  negotiations  with  them. 

Gen1  Gage  in  his  Letter  to  me  of  the  26th  informs  me  that  the 
Shawanese  are  come  to  Fort  Pitt  in  very  good  humour  have  de¬ 
livered  up  40  Prisoners,  all  they  have  except  a  few  sick,  who 
were  out  hunting.  That  their  Deputies  are  on  their  way  to  you, 
&  that  they  have  left  Hostages  at  Fort  Pitt.  The  Delawares 
wavered  &  wanted  to  treat  with  the  Quakers,  but  they  were  soon 
brought  to  reason. 

I  write  at  this  time  to  my  son  that  if  possible  he  may  make  a 
Map  &  Return  of  your  Land  that  I  may  transmit  it  by  the 
Packett  which  is  to  sail  Saturday  week. 

To  the  HonBLE.  Sir  William  Johnson  Bart. 


ACCOUNT  OF  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON--" 

D. 


[Ne TV  York  May  27,  1765]1 

[William  Darl]ington  Bo*,  at  Vendue 

[  ]  ....25/  . 21:5  . £[  ] 

[  ]  . 2:17 . 24  [  ] 


*TO  JAMES  MURRAY 
Contemporary  Copy2 3 4 


Johnson  Hall,  May  the  28,h.  1765. 

Sir  — 

The  12th.  of  this  Ins'.  Capt.  Campbell8  delivered  my  [me] 
your  favor  of  the  2T  of  March1  regarding  his  Majesty  s  In- 


1  Date  taken  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  269. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7.  This  letter  was 
printed  in  mutilated  form  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:745-46. 

3  Captain  John  Campbell  of  the  27th  regiment,  appointed  agent  of 
Indian  affairs  in  Canada  by  Governor  James  Murray. 

4  Ante  p.  615, 
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structions  to  you  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs  in  your 
Province,  on  which  Subject  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  inform  you, 
that  I  have  three  Deputies  allowed  me,  the  one  for  the  Ohio  &c, 
the  other  for  the  Nations  more  immediately  under  my  own  In¬ 
spection,  and  Capt.  Claus,1  late  of  the  Royal  Americans  was 
appointed  for  Canada  immediately  after  the  Reduction  of  Mon¬ 
treal,2  in  which  Office  he  has  ever  since  acted,  and  that  last 
Autumn,  I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  with  a 
Copy  of  the  Plan  they  had  Calculated  for  the  better  establish¬ 
ment  of  my  Department,  in  which  they  confirm  all  my  Deputies, 
and  at  the  same  time  point  out  to  me  what  is  intended  as  the 
Boundaries  and  extent  of  my  Department,  in  which  all  the 
Northern  Colonies,  with  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  &c  are  included. 
—  As  some  Articles  in  that  Plan  were  referred  to  me,  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  returned  them  to  the  Board  last  January,  since  which, 
I  know  not  what  Steps  have  been  taken  therein,  but  I  expect 
to  hear  by  the  next  Packet,  as  the  whole  was  to  have  been  settled 
by  the  Parliament,  his  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  their  Lordships,  from  all  which  you  will  perceive  that 
I  am  as  much  at  a  Loss  as  yourself,  what  to  do,  until  I  hear  from 
England,  the  rather  as  the  Lords  of  Trade  have  particularly 
described  the  Nations  within  my  District,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
Articles  of  their  Plan,  that  all  those  Nations  shall  be  under  my 
Superintendancy,  independent  of  any  other  Officer,  Civil,  or 
Military.  —  thus  circumstanced,  I  can  only  say,  that  as  I  have 
hitherto  had  a  Deputy  there,  and  have  received  no  Orders  to 
the  Contrary,  and  likewise  in  Consequence  of  his  Majesty’s  in¬ 
tentions  signified  so  lately  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  I  apprehend 
you  will  be  of  Opinion  that  I  cannot  consistently  relinquish  that 
part  of  my  District  until  his  Majesty’s  pleasure  is  known,  when, 
if  it  is  so  ordered,  I  shall  with  great  Chearfullness  acquiesce,  as 


1  Daniel  Claus. 

2  Montreal  formally 

1760. 


capitulated  to  General  Amherst  on  September  8, 
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I  have  not  the  smallest  degree  of  Interest  to  wish  it  otherwise; 
neither  would  I  by  any  means  interfere  with  yu.  in  the  Affairs  of 
Government,  without  being  properly  Authorized.  —  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  —  Sr. 

Yrs.  &c  W.J. — 

FROM  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  Vaughan  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
dated 

Niagara,  May  the  28th.  1765. — 

Sir  — 

I  have  the  Honour  of  your  letter  of  the  7th.  Ulto,  and  am  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  to  find  the  Indians  are  so  well  disposed  —  the 
Chief  of  the  Missasageys,  I  do  suppose,  are  by  this  time  ar¬ 
rived  at  your  house,  since  my  last  nothing  extraordinary  has  past 
at  this  place,  or  Posts  depending,  &  by  every  account  I  can  learn 
things  seem  as  well  as  can  be  expected.  I  have  a  good  many  of 
the  different  Nations  at  present  here,  they  have  been  wth.  me  and 
parted  seemingly  well  pleased  —  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sr. 

Yrs.  &c 

John  Vaughan2 — 

FROM  SAMUEL  WEISER 

L.  S. 

[May  30,  1765] 

[  Ma]y  it  Please  Your  Excel llencyj 

There  is  one  [Jacob  Hochstetler  who] 

[li]  ves  in  the  Province  of  Pen  [nsylvania] 
who  was  up  at  Fort  Johnson  [ 

[  ]  Joseph  home,  he  being  [  ] 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan,  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 
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[  ]  Treaty  held  about  two  Years  [  ] 

]  same  Jacob  Hochstetler  would  [  ] 

]  Excellency  would  be  so  kind  as  [  ] 

]  know  if  his  other  Son,  Christian  [  J 

w]as  not  brought  in  by  the  I[ndians  ] 

]t  Treaty.  He  is  willing  to  [  ] 

]  and  Charges  and  if  not  [  ] 

]  would  come  up  to  the  Mohaw[k 
[hijmself  in  Order  to  take  him  [ 

]  Notice  whether  his  Son  [ 

[  ]  come  in.  Iam  with  [ 

Your  Excellency’s  [  ] 

humble  Servant 


[Samuel  Weiser]1 


ADDRESSED : 

To  the  [  ] 

His  Excellency 

Sir,  William  Johnson,  Baronet 
in  the  Government  of 
New  York 

Mount  Johnson  Mohawk  Country 


FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 


Copy'2 3 

Spring  Hill,  May  3 15'  [1765] 

Dear  Sir, 

Last  fall  when  Mr.  O’Brien1  and  Lady  Susan  O’Brien  came 
to  New  York,  they  inform’d  me  as  I  was  likewise  by  a  private 
Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  that  the  Earl  of  Ilchester, 
Lord  Holland  and  Mr  Upton4  had  obtained  the  Kings  Grant  of 


1  Indian  interpreter,  son  of  Conrad  Weiser. 

2  Printed  in  Nerv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1877,  p.  12. 

3  William  O’Brien. 

1  Clotworthy  Upton. 
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60,000  acres  of  Land  in  this  Province,  &  I  was  directed  to  assist 
Mr  O’Brien  in  locating  this  Grant  to  the  best  advantage.  Mr 
O’Brien  mentioned  some  Lands  on  the  Mohawks  River  near 
Conojohary  &  insisted  strongly  upon  it.  I  assured  him  there  were 
no  Lands  on  that  River  which  remain  ungranted;  but  now  by 
a  Letter  of  the  6th  of  March  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  sus¬ 
pect  the  Lands  which  the  Indians  gave  you  are  the  lands  which 
those  noble  Persons  designed  to  have.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of 
my  answer  on  that  head,  &  as  I  cannot  have  any  return  from  you 
before  the  next  Packett  sails  on  Sunday  week,  I  shall  transmit  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  together  with  the  Survey  of  your  Lands  the 
letter  which  I  proposed  to  write,  the  copy  of  which  you  have 
seen,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  serve  you  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  expectations  I  have  given  you.  It  will  remain  with 
you  to  support  your  own  Interest  without  delay,  because  I  ex¬ 
pect  some  peremptory  orders  if  you  do  not  prevent  it.  I  am,  &c 

To  Sir  William  Johnson  Bart. 

FROM  THOMAS  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Thomas  McKee2  Assis*.  Depy.  to 
Indian  Affairs  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  dated 

Paxton,  June  the  Ist.  1765.  — 

Sir.  — 

About  three  months  ago  I  reed  several  invitations  with  Strings 
of  Wampum  from  different  Tribes  of  Indians  upon  Susquahanna 
to  meet  them  at  Fort  Augusta,3  and  accordingly  I  went  thither, 
where  I  found,  ab1.  fifteen  of  them,  mostly  Chiefs,  consisting  of 
Delawares,  Shawanese,  Munseys,  and  Nanticooks.  they  informed 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Captain  Thomas  McKee,  Indian  agent,  father  of  Alexander  McKee. 

s  Fort  Augusta  at  Shamokin,  later  Sunbury,  Northumberland  County, 

Pennsylvania. 
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me  that  they  understood  a  Peace  had  been  made  between  the 
English,  and  them,  and  that  therefore  they  earnestly  prayd  there 
should  be  a  Trade  opened  for  them,  that  they  were  in  great  want 
of  necessaries.  I  was  obliged  to  answer  them,  that  no  Trade 
would  be  yet  permitted,  and  that  the  Governor  had  forbid  tne 
Commander  of  that  Garrison  to  suffer  any  trade  to  be  had  with 
them.  —  Since  that  I  had  sev1.  other  Requests  from  the  Indians 
upon  Susquahanna  to  meet  them;  but  such  has  been,  and  is  the 
ungovernable,  and  riotous  Disposition  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants 
that  I  dare  not  move  a  Step  from  my  house,  otherwise  I  should 
most  certainly  fall  a  Victim  to  their  Rage,  and  Infatuation.  I 
assure  you,  I  dread  that  any  Indians  should  come  on  the  Fron¬ 
tiers,  as  the  Inhabitants  declare  they  will  murder  all  who  do ;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  there  is  no  kind  of  Government 
among  them:  for  even  the  Magistrates,  and  Presbyterian  Parsons 
rather  encourage,  than  discountenance  such  Declarations,  as  they 
have  not  as  yet  interposed.  —  I  think  it  also  necessary  to  inform 
you  that  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cumberland  County 
have  gone  into  the  Indian  Country  and  particularly  upon  the 
West  branch  of  the  Susquahanna,  upon  the  unpurchased  Lands, 
and  have  cut  down  a  vast  number  of  Trees,  and  marked  others, 
and  have  also  erected  a  great  many  Cabbins,  which  Proceedings 
have  given  real  Disgust,  and  uneasiness  to  the  Indians,  insomuch 
that  they  have  complained  to  the  Officers  at  Fort  Augusta,  &  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Lieut.  Blyth,  who  understands  several  Indian  Lan¬ 
guages,  to  write  to  me  respecting  them,  —  &  to,  again  urge  their 
earnest  Request  that  they  may  be  allowed  a  trade.  —  As  soon 
as  I  had  certain  information  of  the  above  unwarrantable  Conduct 
of  the  Cumberland  County  People,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  in¬ 
form  Governor  Penn  thereof;  but  no  Proclamation,  or  other 
public  Act  has  yet  appeared.  —  I  also  thought  it  prudent  to 
acquaint  the  Secrary  that  some  of  these  very  People  had  stolen 
Chilleway’s  Cannoe,  and  afterwards  sold  it  at  one  Hunters  within 
three  miles  of  my  house.  —  I  hope  your  Honour  will  be  pleased 
to  favour  me  with  your  Instructions  soon,  that  I  may  know  how 
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to  conduct  myself  on  this  Occasion,  if  the  Indians  should  again 
be  very  pressing  for  my  Meeting  them.  —  I  can  assure  you  Sir, 
that  my  Family  are  in  the  greatest  consternation,  being  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  having  our  House  set  on  fire,  or  bodily  hurt  done 
us,  as  I  have  often  been  threatned  by  the  Rioters;  but  still  I 
prefer  the  public  Good  before  my  own  private  ease  and  Quiet, 
therefore  hope  your  Honour  will  think  of  the  most  effectual  means 
to  prevent  all  this,  which  I  make  no  doubt  you  will.  —  I  am  with 
the  utmost  Respect  — 

Y  ours  &c  — 

Thomas  McKee — 

TO  ROBERT  LEAKE 

A.  L.  S } 

Johnson  Hall  June  5^.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

My  friend  Mr.  Byrns1 2  going  now  to  New  York  to  wait  upon 
You,  affords  me  this  opertunity  of  acquainting  You  that  I  lately 
Settled  all  Matters  with  the  Delawares  of  Ohio,  Susquahana,  & 
Chenussio,  as  also  w'h.  ye.  Senecas  entirely  to  my  Satisfaction, 
they  having  accorded  to  everry  thing  I  required,  for  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  which,  they  have  left  me  Four  of  their  greatest  Men 
Hostages,  Viz',  the  2  Ringleaders  of  ye.  Senecas,  &  the  same 
of  the  Delawares,  who  are  now  here  with  their  Familys  amts,  to 
ab'.  30  Persons,  whom  I  could  not  prevail  upon  to  leave  them.  — 
this  Moment  I  have  an  Acc".  of  a  Number  of  Ottawaes  & 
Chippawaes  being  within  a  Days  Journey  of  my  House,  with  an 
Interpreter  of  mine  from  Niagra  along  with  them  their  coming 
at  this  time  has  a  good  appearance,  and  it  will  be  of  Service  that 
they  See  the  Hostages,  &  hear  ye.  Submission  they  have  made. 

I  hope  Mr.  Byrns  conduct  in  yr.  employ  has  been  to  your 
Satisfaction  —  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  it  has,  & 


1  In  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Library,  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y. 

2  Michael  Byrne,  commissary  at  the  Royal  Blockhouse,  Oneida  Lake. 
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that  You  continue  him  in  the  Same  as  long  as  he  merits  it. 

The  Packquet,  is,  I  reckon  arrived  by  this  time,  and  I  hope 
You  may  have  agreable  Acctts.  by  her;  I  own  I  long  much  to 
hear  the  news  from  Home.  —  I  hope  it  is  none  to  you  that 

I  am  sincerely 
Dear  Sir 

Your  Hearty  Welwisher 
&  Humble  Servant. 


WM.  Johnson 

Robert  Leake1 2  Lsqr.  — 

P.S.  You  doubtless  must  be  surprised  at  seeing  ye.  quantity  of 
provisions  wL  has  been  Issued  to  the  Inds.,  but  it  could  not  be 
helped,  their  Numbers  being  so  considerable,  &  their  Stay  here  so 
long,  nay  I  may  say  constant  almost  all  ye.  Autumn  Winter  & 
Spring.  — but  I  do  assure  You,  that  without  plenty  of  Victuals 
there  is  no  doing  anything  with  them,  especially  when  they  are  so 
scarce  of  it  at  Home,  as  they  now  are.  Had  I  it,  in  my  power,  I 
would  give  each  Nation  a  moderate  quantity  of  provisions  now 
wL  would  well  answer  the  Expence,  &ca.  — 

Yrs.  W.J  — 


INDORSED: 

2d June  1  765 
Sr  Wm  Johnson 
in  favr  of  Mr  Bryn 
or  Byrne  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy- 

Nerv  York  June  3d.  1765  — 

Copy./. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Have  just  time  to  thank  You  for  your  Letter  of  the  24th. 


1  His  majesty’s  commissary  general. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  The  original  letter,  badly  mutilated, 
is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:755-56. 
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of  May  '  inclosing  your  Treaty  with  the  Delawares.  Our  Indian 
Affairs  Seem  to  take  a  favorable  turn,  and  We  might  Expect  a 
long  Series  of  Peace  with  them,  if  not  interrupted  by  the  Licen¬ 
tious  Lawless  proceedings  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  Pensyl- 
vama,  Maryland  and  Virginia.  I  have  heard  that  a  parcel  of 
these  people  went  up  to  Fort  Augusta,  to  Murder  all  the  Indians 
there,  but  that  they  fled  from  the  Place  to  Avoid  them,  and  they 
are  moving  from  all  the  three  Provinces  over  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  A  Letter  from  Fort  Loudoun  tells  Me,  that  Nine 
out  of  ten  Shawnese  have  been  Murdered  in  Augusta  County 
Virginia,  tho’  provided  with  a  Pass  by  Colonel  Lewis.2 3  This  last 
has  proved  a  Mistake  in  respect  of  the  Shawnese.  They  were 
Cherokees  who  were  Murdered,  as  I  am  Informed  by  a  Procla¬ 
mation  published  by  Mr.  Fauquiere2  against  the  Murderers.  I 
have  wrote  to  the  Respective  Governors  concerning  all  those 
Matters,  and  represented  unless  Satisfaction  is  given  the  Indians, 
and  the  People  restrained  and  Punished  for  their  Lawless  pro¬ 
ceedings,  We  Shall  lose  all  the  fruits  of  Our  Expeditions  and 
Treatys.  And  our  Affairs  be  thrown  into  worse  Confusion  than 
ever  — 

From  Colo1.  Campbell’s  Letter,4  You  will  See  there  are 
Some  Bickerings  Still  at  Detroit.  The  Miamies  were  never  men¬ 
tioned  last  Year  either  as  to  the  making  War  against  them,  or 
treating  with  them.  If  the  Chippewas  or  Ottawas  deliver  the 
Message  they  Promised  from  their  Nations,  which  I  much  Doubt, 
they  may  possibly  be  brought  to  reason  — 

It  will  be  proper  to  mention  your  Opinion  concerning  the 
Treaty  Necessary  to  be  held  to  the  Westward,  to  Cement  the 

1  Ante  pp.  747-49. 

2  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  Virginia  commissioner. 

3  Francis  Fauquier,  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit.  His  letter  to  Gage,  dated  Detroit,  May  31,  1763,  contained 
the  same  information  as  the  letter  of  June  3,  1  765,  from  Campbell  to 
Johnson.  Post  pp.  764-66. 
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good  Harmony  now  beginning  with  the  Several  1  ribes  &  Na¬ 
tions,  and  to  procure  a  lasting  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  the 
Country,  I  Shall  take  notice  of  it,  by  the  next  Packet  — 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 


&ca  — 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar'. 


INDORSED: 

Copy./ 

To  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar', 
at 

Johnson  Hall 
New  York  3d.  June  1763 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  from  Lieu'.  Col.  John 

Campbell'  dated 

Detroit  June  3d.  1765. 

I  have  recd.  lately  repeated  Intelligence  from  the  Hurons  of 
this  Place  concerning  Pondiacs  bad  Intentions  assuring  me  I 
might  daily  expect  him  with  a  great  body  of  Indians  fully  de¬ 
termined  to  destroy  this  Settlement,  and  to  do  all  the  Mischief 
they  can  to  this  Garrison,  —  that  they  are  well  supplied  with 
Arms,  and  Ammunition,  and  in  expectation  of  being  Joined  by 
many  Nations  of  Indians  on  their  Arrival  here.  —  Notwith¬ 
standing  that,  I  give  very  little  Credit  to  this  Report,  I  am  de~ 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7.  Preceding  this 
in  the  Indian  Records  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Campbell  to  Gage 
dated  May  31,  1765,  and  transmitted  to  Sir  William,  which  contains  the 
same  sentences  as  the  first  half  of  this  letter. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 
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termined  to  keep  my  Garrison  together,  and  be  prepared  against 
any  of  their  vain  Attempts  on  this  Place.  — 

The  P owtawatamies  of  S'.  Joseph  have  sent  in  one  of  their 
Prisoners  lately,  and  pretend  they  can  send  in  no  more:  I  would 
not  admit  the  Party  that  brought  the  Prisoner,  into  the  Fort,  but 
sent  him  word  to  deliver  him  to  some  of  the  Powtawatamie 
Chiefs  of  this  Place,  which  they  accordingly  did,  &  the  latter 
brought  him  to  the  Fort  immediately.  I  desired  him  to  acquaint 
the  S*.  Joseph  Indians  that  none  of  their  Tribe  will  be  admitted 
into  the  Fort  until  they  fullfill  their  engagements  to  me  —  the 
Prisoner  is  a  poor  simple  fellow  that  can  tell  nothing  that  passes 
among  the  Indians  he  was  prisoner  with.  —  says  he  was  taken 
three  years  ago  from  the  back  Settlements  of  Virginia  by  the 
Shawanese  who  made  a  Present  of  him  to  the  S'.  Joseph  Indians. 
—  The  Miamis  have  returned  the  Belts  I  sent  thenfby  a  Party 
of  the  Chippweighs  with  a  very  insolent  message  to  me,  “saying 
they  will  never  listen  to  any  message  sent  them  from  the  English, 
so  long  as  they  have  got  a  Father  at  the  Illenois,  that  suplies  them 
with  every  thing  they  stand  in  need  of.”  The  two  Hostages  left 
here  by  the  S'.  Joseph  Indians  made  their  Escape  two,  or  three 
nights  ago,  and  are  gone  off  —  The  accounts  from  Michillimac - 
inac  are  rather  unfavorable,  and  correspond  very  much  with  the 
Reports  going  here.  —  Yet  after  all  I  believe  it  will  come  to 
nothing.  —  Some  of  the  Ottawas  of  Michillimacinac  come  to  me 
a  few  days  ago  when  they  demanded  Colours  for  their  Tribe  — 
said  that  you  told  them  last  year  that  Colours  wou’d  be  given 
to  them,  as  by  having  them,  and  shewing  them  at  the  Posts,  they 
woud  on  that  account  be  admitted  supposing  the  Indians  to  be  at 
War  with  the  English.  I  told  them  I  had  none  to  give  them, 
they  then  insisted  on  my  writing  to  you  concerning  them,  and  to 
let  them  know  your  Answer  as  soon  as  I  recd.  it,  which  I  promised 
to  do.  I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th.  of  April1  which 

1  Not  found.  It  was  probably  similar  to  that  to  Capt.  William  Howard 
of  that  date.  See  Johnson  Papers,  4:724-25, 
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will  regulate  my  Proceedings  here  relative  to  my  giving  any  thing 
to  the  Indians  henceforth.  —  a  great  many  Traders  arrived  here 
lately  with  plenty  of  Indian  Goods,  wch.  I  am  glad  of,  as  the 
Indians  can  now  be  supplied  with  every  thing  they  may  have  Oc¬ 
casion  for,  without  giving  me  any  trouble.  — 

I  am  wth.  much  esteem  &c 

John  Campbell.  — 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS1 * * * 

[Johnson  Hall,  May  /  7 -June  4,  1765 ] 

May  1  7th.  —  All  the  Mohawk  Cheifs  assembled  at  Sir  Wms. 
House; — when  Abraham  their  Cheif  &  Speaker  Spoke  as  fol¬ 
lows. —  Brother  Gorah  Warraghiyagey  at  ye.  General  Meet¬ 
ing  held  here  a  few  days  ago  wA  ye.  6  Nations  they  spoke  to 
You  something  concerning  us,  &  our  greiviances  which  are  realy 
many  &  great.  We  then  proposed  talking  farther  to  \  ou  on  the 
Subject  of  our  complaint,  but  yr.  hurry  wA  y8.  rest  prevented  us 
at  that  time.  We  are  therefore  now  come  to  open  our  Hearts  & 
Minds  to  You,  &  beg  with  these  Strings  of  Wampum  You  will 
take  proper  notice  of  w*.  we  are  going  to  say  &  bury  it  in  y  . 
breast.  — 

3  Strings  — 

Brother 

It  gave  us  much  pleasure  at  ye.  late  Meeting  to  hear  what  his 
Majesty  proposed  concerning  a  Boundary  between  his  People  N 
us,  as  we  look  upon  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  effectual  Methods 
could  be  thought  of,  to  preserve  peace  between  us,  As  our  Breth- 
eren  will  otherwise  be  too  apt  to  encroach  upon  us,  from  w'.  you 
have  told  us,  &  the  Six  Nations  relative  thereto,  we  have  not  the 
least  doubt  of  the  Kings  upright  Intentions  towards  the  Indians 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  9;  in  Sir  William’s 

hand.  These  proceedings  are  a  continuation  of  the  conference,  the  earlier 

proceedings  of  which  (April  29  to  May  1  1  inclusive)  are  printed  in 

Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y;  7:718-41. 
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&  for  our  parts  we  flatter  ourselves  that  we  have  [as  much J1 
more  reason  [if  not  more]  to  expect  Indulgence  from  him  than 
any  sett  of  Inds.  whatever.  You  have  been  an  Eye  Witness  to 
our  Actions,  &  conduct  these  many  Years,  and  think  you  can¬ 
not  charge  us  wA  a  want  of  regard,  or  attachment  to  his  Majesty. 
Indeed  our  Small  Number  now  remaining  is  a  Strong  proof  of 
it.  —  wherefore  we  now  most  earnestly  request  You  will  lay  our 
state  before  the  King,  which  is  as  follows,  —  We  hav§.  given 
away  6t  Sold  the  greatest  part  of  our  Lands  to  our  Bretheren  the 
White  People  (whom  we  could  not  refuse,  on  their  declaring 
their  poverty  &  want  of  them  to  us,)  [  so  that  we]  are  now  sur¬ 
rounded  entirely  by  them,  who  daily  tell  us  that  the  verry  Lands 
we  plant  on,  are  not  ours,  but  belong  to  the  People  of  Albany, 
this  if  true,  would  be  verry  cruel  to  deprive  us  entirely  of  our  live- 
ing,  we  therefore  entreat  you  Brother  to  represent  the  affair  to 
the  Great  King,  and  tell  him  we  beg  that  he  will  secure  the 
Place  of  our  Habitations,  &  the  lands  around  it  to  Us  &  our 
Posterity  in  such  manner  as  may  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  of 
his  People  to  deprive  us  or  our  Children  of  it.  —  &  that  He  will 
also  secure  to  us  the  Land  &  House  whereon  Our  Minister  for¬ 
merly  lived,  so  as  to  remain  for  the  use  of  a  Minister  &  not  be 
made  private  property  of,  as  is  now  intended.  Contrary  to  the 
intent",  of  our  Cheifs  the  Donors,  &  the  Ministers  Solemn 
promise  of  ever  remaining  am?51,  us  at  the  time  of  granting  it. 
If  the  King  will  grant  our  reasonable  request  herein,  we  will  be 
contented  &  Happy,  &  ever  retain  a  gratefull  sense  of  his  good¬ 
ness.  — 

A  long  Belt  — 

May  20th.  —  Sir  Wm.  ordered  ye.  Hostages  &ca.  Cloathing,  & 
Llouses  to  be  built  for  them  under  ye.  Guns  of  the  Fort,  Gave 
Each  of  the  Nations  a  Flag  to  Hoist  in  their  Encampments.  — 

D°.  Die  Gave  Sejijoana  a  Seneca  Cheif  a  Meddal,  pr.  of  Col¬ 
ours,  &  a  Testimonial  in  lieu  of  those  he  had  from  the  French, 


1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 


768 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 

wh.  he  readily  delivered  up,  6c  promised  to  be  for  the  future  a  firm 
freind  to  the  English.  —  after  wh.  Sir  Wm.  made  him  a  handsome 
present,  6c  Sent  him  home  well  Satisfied,  6c  convinced  of  the  up 
right  intentions  of  the  English,  — 

May  27th.  —  Cap1.  Bull  &  two  more  of  the  Ohio  Delawares 
arrived  here,  in  order  to  return  with  Killbuck,  6c  the  other  Ohio 
Delaware  Deputys  to  their  own  Country.  —  6c  Sir  Wm.  ordered 
back  the  remainder  of  the  Prisrs.  (then  within  10  Miles  of  his 
House  under  ye.  guard  of  a  Serjf.  6c  1  2  Men)  to  Albany  until 
the  Susquahana  Delawares  had  performed  all  their  engagements, 
&  delivered  up  all  the  Prisoners  amongst  them.  — 

May  29th.  —  Sir  Wm.  Sent  a  Message  to  the  Shawanese  (by 
2  Delawares  whom  Killbuck  dispatched  to  their  Country  at  Sr. 
Wms.  desire)  letting  them  know  that  he  was  surprised  at  their 
not  coming  along  with  the  Delaware  Deputys  to  fulfill  their 
Engagements  entered  into  w'C  Co".  Boquet  6c  that  if  they  did 
not  come  soon,  6c  comply  w’".  what  should  be  demanded  of  them, 
no  Trade  would  [be]  allowed  in  that  Quarter  6c  he  would  Sett 
the  Westeren  Inds.  upon  them,  wh.  would  end  in  their  Ruin.  — 
on  the  other  hand  if  they  came  Soon  6c  delivered  up  all  the 
Prisrs.  in  their  Country,  they  should  yet  be  received  into  the 
Covenant  Chain.  — 

He  also  desired  the  Delawares  to  Send  the  Seven  Prisrs.  yet 
amongst  them  imediately  to  Fort  Pitt,  so  as  to  be  their  agst.  Kill- 
buck  arrived,  in  w".  case  all  the  Hostages  would  be  delivered 
up,  6c  allowed  to  return  with  Killbuck  to  their  own  Country. 

D°.  30th.  —  Killbuck,  Cap1.  Bull  6cca.  desired  A  Meeting  wlh. 
Sir  Wm.,  at  wh.  they  returned  many  thanks  for  the  kind  treat¬ 
ment  recd.  and  for  delivering  up  their  flesh  6c  Blood,  that  they 
could  now  return  w,h.  pleasure,  and  Acquaint  all  their  People 
w,h.  what  good  things  they  had  heard  here,  wh.  they  were  cer¬ 
tain  would  give  them  all  ye.  greatest  Satisfaction,  being  convinced 
that  w*.  was  told  them  was  for  their  good,  6c  that  it  was 
sincere,  then  they  returned  his  Majesty  a  thousand  thanks  for  his 
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lenity,  &  also  for  appointing  a  Person  to  the  Management  of 
their  Affairs,  on  whose  veracity  they  could  depend,  being  fully 
sensible  that  He  told  them  nothing  to  deceive  them,  but  spoke 
what  he  meant.  — 

Then  with  a  good  Black  &  White  Belt  wth.  4  figures  He  took 
the  Ax  out  of  their  hands,  &  put  it  where  they  should  never 
find  it  without  applying  to  him  for  it,  that  they  must  not  think  of 
making  war  agst.  any  Nation,  without  acquainting  the  English 
first  of  their  intentions,  then  gave  them  a  Gun  in  lieu  of  the 
Hatchet,  &  desired  they  would  apply  themselves  closely  to 
Hunting  &  Trade  for  the  future,  wh.  he  Judged  their  Familys 
Stood  much  in  need  of.  — 

A  Belt  — 

Then  Killbuck  &ca.  desired  time  till  Evening  to  answer  on 
the  last  Belt  —  So  Ended  — 

At  6PM  Killbuck,  Bull  &  the  rest  mett  thanked  Sir  Wm. 
for  considering  their  Interest  so  much,  as  to  recommend  Hunting, 
&  the  care  of  their  Familys  &  for  giving  them  a  gun  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  assured  him  that  on  their  arrival  in  their  Country  they 
would  faithfully  report  everry  thing  given  them  in  charge,  & 
that  in  a  few  days  after  He  might  expect  to  see  some  of  their 
Nation  here  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Whole.  — 

June  2d. — Wabicommicot  With  ab*.  twenty  of  their  Nation 
arrived  at  Johnson  Hall,  with  Mr.  De  Couagne1  Ottawa  Interpr. 

Being  introduced  to  Sir  Wm.  in  the  Council  Room.  — Wab- 
bicommicot  passed  a  verry  freindly  Compliment,  and  went  thro 
ye.  usual  Ceremony  on  such  Occasions,  Which  being  returned  by 
Sir  William  they  were  ordered  pipes,  Tobacco  &  a  Dram,  then 
got  provisions  &  were  shewn  to  their  Encampment.  — 

D°.  Die  —  Sir  Wm.  recd.  a  large  Packquet  from  Mr.  Croghan 
at  Fort  Pitt,  also  the  Treaty  held  by  him  there,  with  ye.  Shaw- 
anese,  Delawares,  Seneca’s  &  Sandusky’s  wh.  he  communicated 
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to  Kilbuck  &  the  rest  of  the  Delawares  still  here  [ Chenussios ] 
&  let  Gaustarax  the  Seneca  Cheif  know  that  Deputys  of  ye. 
Senecas  were  coming  from  this  to  make  Peace  &ca.  wh.  seemed 
to  please  him.  Sir  \*^m.  then  told  him,  that  he  expected  he 
(Gaustarax)  would  acquaint  them  all  of  the  part  his  Nation 
acted  at  ye.  late  Treaty. — Which  he  assured  Sir  Wm.  he 
would. 

1  June  4th.  —  Wabbicommicott,  with  the  rest  came  into  the 
Council  Room  &  requested  a  Conference.  — 

Present  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart 

Danl  Claus  j£  „DepAg,«. 

Guy  Johnson  \ 

Peter  Hasenclever  Esqr. 

Wabbicommicott  Speaker  holds,  the  belt  wch.  Sr.  Wm.  gave 
them  last  year 

Brother  — 

Ever  since  you  first  took  me  by  the  hand  after  you  had  taken 
Niagara,  I  profited  by  your  Advice  (here  repeated  all  that  had 
been  said  to  him  in  1  759,  1  761 ,  &  1  764) .  — 


Brother 

I  have  taken  particular  Notice  of  your  belt,  you  gave  it  to  me 
with  a  pure  White  heart  in  it;  &  I  do  assure  you  that  my  own,  & 
those  of  all  my  people  [have]  are  the  same  ever  since,  &  have 
not  a  Spot  of  Red  on  them.  — 

Brother, 

You  are  at  one  Side  of  the  Great  house  at  Niagra  &  We  are 
at  the  other  side,  we  shall  therefore  on  our  side  take  particular 
care  of  that  Great  House  as  you  recommended  it  to  us.  — 

Then  put  up  Sr.  Wms.  belt.  — 

Brother 

I  Saw  with  pleasure  the  happiness  which  [has]  Reigns  round 
the  posts,  the  Sky  is  now  clear,  &  the  Sun  shines  bright  at  Nia- 


1  From  here  in  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 
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gara,  &  the  Lake  being  Smooth  I  resolved  upon  Coming  down 
with  these  my  people  to  [see  how]  enquire  into  your  health,  to 
repeat  former  Engagements,  &  to  assure  You  of  my  Sincerity.  I 
accordingly  came  to  Niagara  where  I  was  kindly  used,  and 
provided  with  a  boat  to  come  here  &  it  was  with  great  pleasure 
that  I  saw  the  Lakes  quite  smooth,  the  Sky  Clear,  &  the  Sun 
bright,  which  owing  to  your  Management  at  Niagra  last  Year, 
&  to  the  Rum  which  is  now  mixed  with  the  Waters  of  the  Lake, 
so  as  to  render  it  smooth  &  the  Navigation  safe.  When  we  came 
to  Oswego  we  met  with  Good  Usage,  &  found  the  Sky  Clear 
there  &  all  in  peace  and  from  thence  we  found  all  the  [Way  as] 
Rivers  Smooth,  &  the  Sky  Clear  over  them,  &  the  Six  Nations 
Quiet  &  Easy,  so  that  the  Communicate  is  safe  for  all  your 
people,  &  we  found  good  treatmf.  from  all  Your  people  on  the 
way,  which  is  wl.  [must]  gives  us  always  great  Content,  and 
[now  on]  since  our  Arrival  here  we  have  met  with  a  treatm1.  far 
Exceeding  the  Rest,  &  we  rejoyce  to  see  You  here  in  this  Great 
house,  &  to  find  that  the  Sky  is  so  Clear  over  it.  —  We  shall 
always  endeavor  to  keep  it  so  from  hence  to  our  Country. 
Brother  — 

We  have  always  found  you  ready  to  hear  us.  We  hope  you 
will  continue  so,  and  take  compassion  on  our  wants,  We  are  now 
settled  near  Niagara  as  you  recommended  to  us  on  a  Long  River, 
and  we  are  greatly  distressed  for  a  Smith  to  mend  our  Guns,  and 
Axes,  at  present  we  are  obliged,  to  go  to  the  Smith  at  Detroit, 
which  being  at  a  Great  distance,  we  beg  you  will  let  us  have 
one  at  Niagara.  — 

Brother 

[You  advised]  [We  Cant  but  act]  We  have  been  greatly  in 
Want  of  Ammunition  all  last  Winter.  Last  year  you  ordered  us 
some,  but  when  you  went  Away,  we  could  not  get  it  as  Co11. 
Bradstreet  had  ordered  that  none  [of  it]  should  be  given  out. 
We  now  hope  you  will  consider  us  now,  &  that  you  will  Likewise 
give  a  paper  to  get  provisions  on  the  Road  when  we  return.  — 

A  belt 
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Then  Kinisshikapoo1  a  Cheif  of  ye.  Chippawaes  spoke  as 
follows.  — 

Brother  — 

I  heard  that  there  was  bad  news  about  Detroit  &  therefore  I 
went  to  enquire  about  it  &  to  endeavor  to  preserve  peace.  I 
must  Confess  I  found  many  Indians  who  were  Drunk  in  that 
Quarter,  &  Pondiac  is  not  yet  quite  Sober,  &  I  acknowledge  I 
have  been  a  little  drunk  myself  which  I  attribute  to  this  French 
Medal  (taking  it  off),  but  notwithstand?.  I  had  always  a  great 
Esteem  for  it  I  have  resolved  to  give  it  up  since  it  has  made  me 
drunk.  I  left  Detroit  on  seeing  that  some  of  the  Inds.  heads  were 
turned,  &  came  to  the  place  I  live  where  all  are  at  peace  & 
Quietness  &  from  Niagara  I  came  here  with  my  Brother  W akki- 
commicott,  to  assure  you  of  my  fixed  resolution  to  observe  & 
follow  your  Advice  &  the  Engagements  I  entered  into  — 

Then  delivered  up  a  large  french  Medal.  — 

Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  had  heard  what  they  had  said  &  was 
Glad  to  see  them,  &  to  find  that  he  had  not  forgotten  his  Words, 
and  that  he  would  Give  them  an  Answer  to  their  Speech  to¬ 
morrow  — 

This  day  several  Onondagas  arrived  at  Johnson-hall  from  their 
Nation.  — 

Same  time  Joseph,  &  Hermanus  two  Conajohare  Indians  who 
had  been  Seduced  to  England,  Ireland  &c  by  one  Myer.2  — 
arrived  from  London,  Via  N  York,  &  brought  Sir  Wm.  John¬ 
son  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  &  the  following  Reso¬ 
lutions3  of  the  House  of  Lords  relative  to  the  Inviegling  the 
Indians. 

1  “The  person  who  took  ye.  Traders  Battoes  in  1763,  6c  killed  Wen- 
dall.”  — -  Note  in  the  manuscript,  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  See  Nexv  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1923,  p.  23. 

:i  See  Ibid.,  p.  23. 
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FROM  PETER  HASENCLEVER 

L.  S. 

[Johnson  Hall,  June  5,  1765] 
Sir 

]  agreed  with  your  Tenant  [Frans  Ruppert1  ] 

[  ]  sell  to  me  all  the  Pearl  Ashes,  w  [  ] 

]  Estate,  &  in  consideration  [  ] 

]  have  given  him  to  carry  on  [  ] 

]  and,  I  offer  you  One  half  of  [  ] 

]  arrise  upon  this  Comodity,  [  ] 

[  ]  an  exact  account  thereof  at  [  ] 

[  as]  long  as  this  Contract  S  [  ] 

]  accept,  &  to  be  assurd  that  [  ] 

]  Attachment  &  Respect  ^ 

Y  [  ] 

[m]ost  Ob[edient]~ 

FROM  JOHN  WATTS 

A.L.  S. 

[New  York,  June  5,  1765] 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  the  pleasure  [  ] 

Lord  Adam  Gordon,  uncle  to  the  present  [  ] 

Character  &  good  qualitys  speak  for  [  ] 

you  will  be  extremely  pleas’d  with  my  recom  [mendation] 

]  ask  any  good  offices  or  Civilitys  due  to  [ 
that  you  will  not  be  more  ready  to  offer  th  [ 

I  answer’d  your  last  favour  by  [  ] 

]  remain 

Dear  Sir  [  ] 

[  21 

[  ]  Barr”.  — 


1  Name  from  Johnson  Calendar  p.  270. 

2  Signature  burned  off. 


774 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


TO  RALPH  BURTON 

DfS 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 
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[ 
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[ 
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[ 
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[ 

[ 
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[ 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


[Johnson  Hall ,  June  6,  1765 ] 

] 

2] 


]  have  [ 

]il  and  May  las  [ t  ] 

]  swered  before  this  h  [  ] 

]  900) who  attended  the  [  ] 

]  Scarcely  a  Moments  leisure  [  ] 

Jed  to  the  Terms  of  peace  [ 

]  ahanna  have  Left  their  [  ] 

]  ages  that  they  shall  within  4  [  ] 

]  oners,  deserters,  frenchmen  (our[ 

]  end  I  have  sent  Mr.  PerthuiP  hither  [ 

]  them  at  Chenussio.  &c 

The  plan  for  Indian  affairs  is  no[ 

]  the  last  mail,  owing  to  the  many  [ 

]  before  the  Parliament,  but  it  is  [ 

]  ation  very  Soon,  so  that  I  may  [ 

]  of  time,  my  hands  must  remain  tyed  [ 

]  [ necessary ]  Establishments,  tho’  [ 

]  ce  to  the  Public.  — 

I  Received  a  Letter  from  the  L[ 

]  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords  [ 

]  Lads,  who  were  Seduced  away  [ 

]  to  be  Exhibitted  in  London  [ 

]  other  views.  — 


Mr.  Croghan  my  Depy.  [has  at  last  prevailed  upon  the  Indians 
about]  the  Ohio  to  accomp[any  him  to  the  Illinois,  from  which 


1  In  Guy  Johnson’s  hand. 
3  Lines  burned  off. 

3  Louis  Perthuis. 
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place  he  set  out  the  1 4th.  of  May.  ] 1 

[  ] ,  which  my  hurry  [  ] 

[  ]  Campbell2 3  came  here  [  ] 

lejtter  from  Gen1.  Murray  '  In  [  ] 

[  inst]  ructions  A  Copy  of  wch  he  sent  [ 

[  ]t  for  the  Indns.  Affairs  in[  ] 

[  ]  Cap*.  Campbell  for  that  offi[ce  ] 

[  ]  nion  as  he  would  by  no  means  [  ] 

]  I  answered4  him  that  I  had  [  1 

[  ]  t  Claus  had  been  appointed  on  [  ] 

]  me  had  never  been  disapproved  [  ] 

[  ]de  had  in  their  late  plan  compreh[  ] 

Ca]nada,  Nova  Scotia  &c  in  my  [  ] 

]sons  I  thought  myself  obliged  [  ] 

]  till  his  Majestys  pleasure  [  — - 

]  am  Extremely  obliged  to  you  for  [  ] 

]  he  desires  his  best  Compliments  [  ] 

]  now  busy  in  directing  some  Repair  [s 
],  must  deny  himself  the  pleasure 
]  It  will  give  him  particular  [  ] 

] ,  whenever  he  is  more  [ 

I  beg  you  will  Offer  my  [ 

]  and  believe  me  to  be  [ 

[  ] 


1  Missing  words  of  these  three  lines  have  been  supplied  from  extract 
printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  10:518. 

2  Captain  John  Campbell  of  the  27th  regiment  who  was  appointed 
Indian  agent  in  Canada  by  Governor  James  Murray. 

3  General  James  Murray,  governor  of  Canada. 

4  Johnson  to  Murray,  May  28,  1  765,  ante  pp.  755-57. 
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TO  JOHN  PENN 

Copy 1 

Johnson  Hall,  June  7  th,  1765. 

Sir: 

I  am  just  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  23d  ulto.,  with  the 
enclosures,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  particulars 
you  communicated  on  the  late  affair  at  Sideling  Hill,  &c.  Mr. 
Croghan  has  cleared  up  the  affair  to  the  General,  and  has  wrote 
me  a  Letter  of  the  12th  ulto.,  wherein  he  informs  me  that  he  had 
settled  all  matters  with  the  Inds,  &  was  to  proceed  for  the  Illinois 
in  a  Day  or  two,  accompanied  by  the  Chiefs  of  several  Nations. 
He  appears  verry  much  concerned  at  the  charges  insinuated 
against  him,  which  he  removes,  confessing  he  encouraged  the 
Traders  to  be  in  readiness  at  Fort  Pitt,  in  case  he  got  possession, 
&  this  was  done  he  says  by  the  approbation  of  Col.  Bouquet: 

“When  I  came  to  Philadelphia  Messrs  Baynton  &  Wharton 
told  me  that  they  had  a  quantity  of  goods  which  they  had  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  to  the  Illinois  in  Sixty-three,  when  Col.  Bouquet 
was  to  go  to  take  possession  of  that  Country,  &  told  me  he  had 
promised  them  at  that  time  the  exclusive  liberty  of  going  with 
him,  which  I  know  he  had  done,  and  that  those  goods  lay  still 
on  their  hands,  and  desired  me  to  give  them  my  opinion  whether  I 
thought  a  Trade  would  be  admitted  there,  or  whether  they  could 
take  them  to  Fort  Pitt,  &  there  lodge  them  in  the  King’s  Store 
till  the  T  rade  would  be  opened  with  authority.  I  answered 
them  that  undoubtedly  when  we  had  possession  in  the  Illinois  a 
Trade  would  be  allowed,  &  that  with  respect  to  sending  ye 
goods  to  Fort  Pitt,  they  ought  to  apply  to  Col.  Bouquet  for  this 
liberty,  and  I  certainly  encouraged  them  in  this,  as  I  knew  there 
was  but  little  goods  here  to  supply  the  Indians  when  things 
might  be  settled  with  them  &  the  Trade  opened,  which  I  thought 

1  In  Pennsylvania  Archives,  First  Series,  4:226-28;  original  draft  in 
New  York  State  Library  destroyed  by  fire.  One  paragraph,  copied  by 
C.  E.  Carter  before  the  fire,  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers ,  4:766-67. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


777 


then,  and  do  now,  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Service,  and  I 
never  understood  that  those  goods  was  intended  to  be  sold  to 
Indians  till  the  Trade  was  opened  by  authority.  They  desired 
me  to  mention  their  design  to  Col.  Bouquet,  which  I  did,  and 
ye  necessity  which  I  thought  there  would  be  of  goods  here  when 
the  Trade  should  be  opened,  and  he  told  me  as  I  had  a  Pass 
to  take  up  the  Presents,  if  I  thought  it  necessary,  I  might  pass 
those  goods  under  it,  in  consequence  of  which,  as  I  had  left 
part  of  the  Presents  in  the  care  of  Cap1.  Calender,  I  gave  a 
pass  to  bring  out  part  of  theirs,  in  which  step  I  find  I  have  been 
wrong.”  Concluding  with  a  desire  to  throw  up  his  Employment 
imediately,  after  executing  the  Service  on  which  he  has  been 
sent. 

I  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to  bring  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  late  riotous  act  to  Justice,  as  I  believe  there  are 
too  many  of  the  back  Inhabitants  of  ye  same  way  of  thinking  with 
them,  &  who  judged  them  doing  a  meritorious  act. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  consequences  which  may  attend  the 
Indians  settling  at  or  about  ye  Big  Isleand,  &  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  altho’  I  know 
they  are  all  very  fond  of  that  Country,  &  must  quit  it  with  ye 
greatest  reluctance,  but  I  shall  lay  before  them  &  the  Six  Nations 
the  necessity  there  is  for  their  being  at  a  greater  distance,  as 
well  on  their  own  acct5  as  ours,  and  I  hope  the  Boundary  I  have 
lately  proposed  agreable  to  the  Lords  of  Trades,  Plan  will  be 
found  very  advantagious  to  the  Province  of  Pensilvama,  if  ap¬ 
proved  at  Home,  &  that  I  am  impowered  (as  I  expect)  to  settle 
that  affair.  I  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  Mr. 
Penn1  on  that  and  on  other  Subjects. 

The  Inhabitants  whose  Relations  have  been  murdered  or 
plundered  have  doubtless  great  reason  to  dislike  the  Enemy 
Indians,  their  Hatred  was  notwithstanding  alike  ags*.  all  Indians 
who  came  in  their  way,  a  manifest  proof  of  their  Ignorance,  but 


1  Thomas  Penn. 


77  8 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


those  who  were  our  Enemies,  being  now  admitted  into  a  Peace 
by  the  Government,  they  ought  to  reflect  on  the  dangerous  con¬ 
sequences  attending  an  ill-timed  resentment  which  would  prove 
of  no  advantage  to  themselves  &  might  be  of  bad  consequence 
to  their  Country.  From  all  their  late  conduct,  &  from  Capf. 
Graydon’s  letter,  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  they 
will  not  be  at  quiet  ’till  some  act  is  committed  that  may  have 
very  bad  effects,  they  may  possibly  obstruct  the  Trade,  unless  it 
is  guarded  by  Escorts.  Their  design  to  settle  up  the  Susquahana 
&  at  ye  Great  Isleand,  is  a  manifest  proof  that  they  are  either 
ignorant  of  what  their  conduct  may  produce,  or  very  indifferent 
about  it,  because  all  the  Confederacy  of  Indians  must  take  the 
alarm  at  such  a  Settlement,  &  consider  our  desire  to  prevent  them 
from  re-establishing  themselves  there,  as  solely  calculated  to  in¬ 
troduce  our  People  into  that  Country,  a  Circumstance  which  must 
greatly  add  to  their  discontent,  &  raise  their  jealousy  to  a  verry 
high  Pitch,  but  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  prevent  these  impru¬ 
dent  People  from  putting  their  design  into  execution,  as  there  is 
more  than  Sufficient  of  Vacant  Land  for  them  ’till  affairs  are  on  a 
better  footing.  I  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  my  late  Treaty  with  the 
Delawares,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  taken  upon 
me  to  promise  them  a  Trade  during  their  good  behaviour,  &  this 
was  an  article  they  earnestly  desired.  Some  of  the  Western 
Nations  (the  Chippawaes)  are  now  with  me,  and  have  renewed 
their  Engagements,  and  I  have  received  advice  that  the  Shaw- 
anese  have  at  length  delivered  up  ye  Prisoners  &  sent  off  Deputys 
to  treat  about  Peace,  &  that  I  may  daily  expect  them.  The 
Plan  for  Indian  Affairs  not  being  yet  settled  prevents  me  from 
taking  many  steps  in  my  Department,  which,  when  I  am  im- 
powered  to  do,  will,  I  hope,  be  of  great  Service  to  the  Frontiers, 
as  I  shall  then  be  enabled  to  pursue  one  uniform  system  with  a 
variety  of  Persons  in  the  different  Quarters  for  the  preventing 
Disputes  &  Differences  and  transacting  all  affairs  with  the  In¬ 
dians. 
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I  shall  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  can  what  success  I  may  have 
in  dissuading  the  Indians  from  resettling  the  Great  Isleand,  &c., 
and 

I  am, 

with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

WM.  Johnson 

DIRECTED: 

The  Hon’ble  Lieu1.  Govr.  Penn 


AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 

A.  D.1 

At  a  Conference  with  the  Chipeweighs 
Present 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

Sir  Wm.  addressed  them 


June  7*  1765. 


Brethren, 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  all  safe  here  after  your  Long  Journey, 
and  that  you  have  found  the  Roads  pleasant  &  safe,  I  now  bid 
you  heartily  Welcome,  &  desire  you  to  attend  to  what  I  shall  say 
in  Ansr.  to  your  Speech :  — 

Brethren 

I  am  well  pleased  that  you  have  so  well  remembered,  what  I 
said  to  you  at  the  reduction  of  Niagara  &  since  at  our  sev1. 
Conferences,  &  that  you  have  kept  your  heart  pure  &  free  from 
blood,  &  I  hope  you  will  use  all  your  Influence  to  take  care  of  the 
Great  house  at  Niagara,  &  to  preserve  the  Communication 
thereto,  &  to  every  other  place  where  the  English  have  occasion 
to  Go.  — 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9;  part  in  hand  of 
Guy  Johnson,  the  rest  in  that  of  Sir  William. 
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You  say  the  Sky  is  now  Clear,  the  Waters  of  the  Lake  smooth 
&  the  whole  Communicat".  safe  and  Easy.  Let  it  be  the  study 
of  Your  Nation,  to  keep  it  so  for  then  you  will  live  in  Quietness 
&  Enjoy  the  benefits  of  Trade.  You  See  all  is  Quiet  here,  & 
you  see  the  Cheifs  of  the  Senecas  here  in  my  hands  as  hostages 
for  the  performance  of  their  Engagements,  so  that,  there  is  no 
War  in  these  parts.  —  &  I  expect  your  Nation  will  use  the  ut¬ 
most  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  peace  throughout  all 
yr.  Country 

Brethn.  — 

I  always  consider  the  Wants  of  those  Indians  who  by  their 
faithfullness,  &  peaceable  disposition  become  Worthy  his 
Majestys  Notice.  I  shall  therefore  give  you  some  Marks  of  his 
Majesty  bounty  and  Esteem.  — 

It  is  not  as  yet  in  my  power  to  appoint  a  Smith  at  Niagara  — 
the  King  intends  one  for  that  place,  &  he  is  now  settling  a  plan 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Inds.  Whenever  I  receive  orders  about  it 
I  shall  appoint  one  for  that  Fort.  —  I  am  sorry  you  did  not 
get  the  Ammunition  last  year,  which  I  intended  for  you.  It  must 
be  owing  to  the  hurry  attending  the  Movement  of  the  Army.  I 
shall  now  give  you  some  ammunition,  &  when  you  go  away  shall 
Give  you  a  pass  wcL  will  intitle  you  to  provisions  on  the  Road 

A  belt 

Then  addressed  Kinishihapo.  — 

Brother, 

I  have  heard  what  you  said  &  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your 
Endeavors  for  preserving  peace.  As  for  those  Indians  who  Con¬ 
tinue  drunk  I  recommend  it  to  you,  &  all  your  people  to  bring 
them  to  their  Senses  before  it  be  too  Late;  —  You  have  done 
Wisely  in  Casting  away  that  Medal  which  was  the  Cause  of 
Your  Drunkenness.  I  now  present  you  with  a  Medal  of  the 
Great  King  of  England,  which  I  desire  you  to  Wear  near  your 
Heart,  to  Look  often  upon  it  &  thereby  remr.  your  Engagements. 
Whilst  you  follow  this  advice  You  need  not  fear  being  any  more 
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Drunk,  but  should  you  cast  your  Eyes  off  of  it  to  regard  any 
thing  Else,  Your  head  may  become  Giddy  past  Cure,  —  take 
Care  then  to  respect  this  Medal,  to  consider  it  as  a  Badge  of  the 
Kings  Esteem  &  your  Gratitude,  &  shut  your  Ears  against  all 
News  but  what  Comes  from  his  Majesty,  or  the  persons  in 
Authority  Under  him  — 

Gave  an  English  Medal 

Brethn. 

I  have  now  Ansd.  what  you  Said  to  me,  it  remains  that  I  give 
your  Nation  a  piece  of  Good  Advice  &  Instruct"5.  You  have 
been  told  all  that  passed  at  the  late  Congress  —  A  peace  is  made 
with  sev1.  Nations,  &  the  Shawanese  are  on  their  Way  to  Treat 
with  me  upon  that  Subject.  As  peace  is  therefore  thus  Estab¬ 
lished  it  must  be  the  fault  of  some  Ind11.  Nation,  if  ever  we  have 
a  War  again.  I  desire  therefore  your  will  Acquaint  yor.  Nation 
that  I  Expect  as  they  are  a  Strong  people  to  the  Westward, 
they  may  appear  a  Wise  people  &  not  regard  any  little  dis¬ 
turbers  of  the  peace  who  may  go  abf.  to  tel!  them  Lyes,  but 
Severely  to  reprimand  any  Nation  who  shall  begin  to  Stir  up 
a  spirit  of  discontent  for  the  future  amongst  them,  and  if  they 
don’t  regard  your  Admonit"5.  You  should  Join  heartily  in  pun¬ 
ishing  them,  Considering  them  as  your  Worst  Enemys. —  You 
should  take  particular  care  of  the  Communicat".  to  the  West¬ 
ward,  ’tis  thereby  you  are  to  Expect  Cloathing,  Arms  &c,  and 
if  you  suffer  it  any  more  to  be  obstructed,  I  can’t  answer  for  your 
ever  Enjoying  that  Trade  again.  Whenever  you  hear  any  idle 
reports,  turn  your  face  to  me,  or  those  under  me,  &  then  you  will 
hear  truth,  &  all  Mistakes  will  be  rectified,  and  so  soon  as  the 
Good  Work  in  which  the  King  is  now  Employed  is  finished,  per¬ 
sons  will  then  be  appointed,  to  hear  &  redress  small  Complaints 
&  a  more  regular  System  will  be  pursued,  than  heretofore,  by 
which  our  Correspondence  will  become  more  General,  and  the 
peace  will  be  firm  &  lasting  until  disturbed  thro’  the  restless  dispo¬ 
sition,  &  ill  Grounded  Jealousys  of  some  of  the  Indn.  Nations. 
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The  English  are  very  powerfull.  [//  procurred  to]  If  farther 
provoked,  You  may  dearly  Experience  it.  —  They  have  no  de¬ 
signs  either  on  your  Libertys  or  possesns.  all  they  require  is  to 
live  at  peace  with  you,  &  carry  on  a  Trade  with  the  Sev1.  Na¬ 
tions,  the  Garrisons  are  necessary  for  the  Security  of  Goods  & 
Stores,  &  will  not  Affect  you,  Nor  will  his  Majesty  Suffer  any 
of  his  Subjects  to  oppress  you,  whilst  you  live  in  freindship  with 
him  &  fullfill  your  Engagemts. —  Remr.  these  my  Words,  Re¬ 
peat  them  to  your  people  at  home  &  Recommend  it  to  them  to 
observe  them  with  the  utmost  Strictness  — 

A  belt  — 

1  After  Sir  Wm.  had  finished,  Gaustarax  Cheif  of  ye.  Senecas 
Spoke  to  the  Chippawaes  as  follows  — 

Bretheren 

I  am  quite  pleased  to  hear  &  see  so  much  freindship  between 
Your  Nation  &  the  English,  &  I  hope  it  may  continue.  —  Our 
Nephews  ye.  Delawares  now  present  have  Acted  ag5t.  the  English 
lately,  as  has  also  my  Nation  for  which  we  are  both  sorry,  and 
have  agreed  to  make  all  ye.  Satisfaction  required,  for  ye.  per¬ 
formance  of  which,  I,  and  my  Son  in  Law  remain  Hostages 
here,  as  do  also  ye.  two  Cheifs  of  the  Susquahana  Delawares. 
When  all  ye.  Prisoners,  Deserters,  Frenchmen,  &  Negroes  are 
delivered  up  by  Us,  We  are  to  be  at  liberty,  &  then  peace  will 
I  hope  Spread  over  the  Land,  and  I  desire  You  will  on  yr.  Re¬ 
turn  acquaint  all  yr.  People  &  Allies  w,h.  what  You  have  now 
heard  me  declare  in  yr.  presence  h  that  of  the  other  Nations  now 
met. 

3  Strings 

Then  Killbuck  Spoke  to  the  Chippawaes  on  behalf  of  the  Ohio 
Delawares  &  Susquahana  D°.  as  follows. 


1  From  this  point  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 
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Grand  Children 

I  was  Sent  here  a  Deputy  by  the  3  Head  Men  of  my  Nation, 
empowered  to  treat  with  &  Enter  into  [a  1  reaty  of] 1  Peace  with 
Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  The  Affair  is  Settled  to  my  Satisfaction,  & 
that  of  ye.  English  I  hope;  and  thankfull  we  are,  for  ye.  indul¬ 
gence  shewn  Us  by  the  Great  King,  which,  by  this  Belt  of 
Wampum  we  would  have  You  (on  yr.  return)  make  known  to 
all  the  Nations  of  yr.  Confederacy,  and  to  assure  them  likewise 
that  we  are  so  sensible  of  the  evil  we  have  done,  &  of  the  up¬ 
rightness  and  Clemency  of  the  English,  that  we  will  not  for  ye. 
future  let  Slip  ye.  Chain  of  freindship  wL  we  are  now  admitted 
into  by  them,  neither  shall  any  Nation  ever  deceive  us  again  or 
be  able  to  prevail  on  us  to  quarrel  with  so  good  a  People 

A  Belt 

Then  Wabicommicat  Addressed  Sir  Wm.  and  the  Nations 
present. 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghiyagey 

It  gives  me  &  my  Nation  ye.  utmost  pleasure  to  See  You  all  so 
united  in  freindship,  &  hope  it  may  ever  continue  — 

Brother 

This  unexpected  Meeting  of  so  Many  Nations  here,  is  ye. 
more  agreable  as  I  find  them  all  of  the  same  mind  with  us,  the 
consequence  or  wh.  will  be  a  general  &  I  hope  a  lasting  peace  all 
over  this  Isleand.  — 

Severall  Cheifs  of  Conajohare  came  here  in  the  name  of  all 
their  People  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  of  their  distressfull  Scituation 
of  the  want  of  provisions,  owing  to  their  Corn  being  destroyed 
Last  Season  by  Worms,  &ca.  &  begging  in  the  most  earnest 
Manner  relief,  otherwise  that  they  must  inevitably  perish  before 
their  presant  Crop  could  be  of  any  Service  to  them,  and  this 
request  they  the  more  urged  as  their  Men  were  all  the  last 
Year  on  Service.  — 


1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Sir  Wm.  told  them  he  was  sorry  to  find  them  so  distressed, 
and  promised  in  a  few  days  to  send  them  some  releif.  —  for 
wL  they  [then]  returned  Sir  Wm.  a  great  many  thanks. — & 
parted  highly  pleased.  — 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy./  Nei v  York  June  10,  1765. — 

Sir, 

I  Am  glad  to  find  by  Your  Letter  of  the  2d.  Instant,2  that  the 
Ottawa’s  and  Chippewas  are  comeing  to  You.  They  should  no 
doubt  be  Well  treated,  they  may  be  a  means  of  Settling  all 
matters  about  Detroit,  upon  a  Peaceable  footing,  I  wonder  that 
Lieu1 4.  Colonel  Campbell 5  has  not  mentioned  it.  T  he  Affair  of 
the  Miamies  having  carried  of  a  Man  of  the  1  7th.  Regiment, 
seems  to  Me  a  Consequence  of  the  Conduct  of  last  Year.  That 
Nation  lay  at  a  Distance  observing  Us,  was  neither  attacked  as 
Enemies,  or  treated  with  as  People  whose  Friendship  We  de¬ 
sired,  or  do  I  find  they  have  every  been  at  Detroit,  or  invited 
thither.  If  You  have  Answered  Lieu*.  Colonel  Campbells  Letter, 
and  given  Him  Advice  on  these  Matters  I  dare  say  He  will  soon 
bring  Them  to  Terms.  They  seemed  to  stand  aloof,  not  know¬ 
ing  whether  They  should  Act  as  Friends  or  Foes;  and  of  Course 
extreamly  Jealous  of  our  Designs  towards  them.  I  find  We  have 
committed  a  Mistake  in  the  Number  of  Indians  sent  up.  They 
could  not  themselves  determine  who  were  Ohio  Indians,  and  who 
not.  Lieu1.  Prevost1  will  take  care  of  those  You  have  Stopped 
at  Albany;  And  there  are  Three  more  in  this  Place,  who  shall 
be  sent  You  on  Demand. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:755. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Lieutenant  Augustine  Prevost. 
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The  Frontier  People  of  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Pensylvania 
unless  curbd  in  their  Licentiousness  and  brought  to  Punishment 
will  certainly  draw  us  into  fresh  Quarrells.  The  News  Paper’s 
will  inform  You  of  the  Cherokees  killed  in  Augusta  County  Vir¬ 
ginia.  And  its  reported  that  a  Body  of  Pensylvanians,  went  to 
Fort  Augusta1  to  destroy  a  Small  Settlement  of  Indians  who  fled 
at  their  Approach;  And  further  that  the  People  are  already 
getting  out  of  Bounds  again,  beyond  the  Mountains.  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Governors  upon  these  Matters.  And  every  thing  I 
hear  that  is  likely  to  create  Disturbances  with  the  Indians,  I 
shall  acquaint  You  of;  As  it  Seems  to  Me  absolutely  proper  that 
You  should  make  Report  of  them  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  that 
Redress  may  be  had  without  Delay. 

Callendar  Clears  up  part  of  Mr.  Croghan’s  Affairs  relative 
to  the  Goods,  which  Mr.  Croghan  says  He  left  with  him.  Cal¬ 
lendar  tells  Me  that  no  Goods  were  left  with  him;  but  that  Mr. 
Croghan  desired,  He  would  send  after  him  to  Fort  Pitt,  Goods 
of  such  and  such  sorts,  by  a  Verbal  Order,  And  it  looks  as  if 
Mr.  Croghan  had  made  a  rough  Calculation  of  the  Prices,  and 
drawn  for  the  Money  before  the  Goods  were  purchased.  But 
why  He  says,  the  Goods  were  purchased  of  Field,  unless  this 
last  may  be  a  Partner  with  Callendar  and  the  rest,  and  there¬ 
fore  drew  in  his  favor,  I  can’t  learn;  or  what  the  Goods  were, 
which  Fie  says,  purchased  of  Smallman.  Callendar  has  also  sent 
a  List  of  such  part  of  the  Goods,  as  He  avers  were  destroyed, 
and  what  was  saved. 

I  Am  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 


1  At  Shamokin,  later  Sunbury,  Pa. 
-  Robert  Callender. 

;  Thomas  Smallman. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy/  To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  — 

Bar*. 

At  Johnson-Hall 
New  York  June  10th.  1  765.  — 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy 1 

Spring  Hill,  June  13th  1765 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  29th  of  last  Month.2  You 
have  my  hearty  congratulations  on  your  success  in  your  negocia- 
tions  with  the  Indians,  and  that  you  have  at  last  got  rid  of  such 
numerous  &  troublesome  Guests. 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  Six  Nations  assumed  too  much 
to  themselves  in  directing  affairs  with  all  the  other  Nations  & 
that  some  method  ought  to  be  taken  to  check  their  ambition  of 
having  the  lead  everywhere.  By  what  I  have  heard  (the  Senecas 
at  least)  had  a  principal  part  in  the  late  general  revolt.  They 
must  at  all  times  have  a  great  influence  on  all  the  nations  to  the 
westward  who  pass  thro’  their  Country  to  treat  with  you.  Now 
that  all  our  apprehensions  of  the  French  are  removed,  our  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  negotiating  with  the  Indians  are  quite  changed.  As 
the  Six  Nations  are  the  most  ambitious  and  the  most  Politic  & 
have  been  long  practiced  in  all  the  artifices  of  negociation  be¬ 
tween  the  English  &  French  may  it  not  be  dangerous  &  impolitic 
to  suffer  them  to  take  the  lead  in  all  public  affairs.  To  avoid  this 
may  it  not  be  proper  for  you  to  Treat  with  the  distant  Western 
Indians  separately  once  in  two  years  at  Detroit  to  incourage  their 
ambition  of  Independency  on  the  Six  Nations,  &  by  all  means 
to  prevent  for  the  future  such  an  union  among  all  the  Indian  Na¬ 
tions  as  lately  happened.  For  the  same  purposes  may  it  not  be 

1  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1877 ,  pp.  19-21. 

2  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:746-49. 
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proper  for  you  sometimes  to  meet  the  Shawanese  &  Delawares 
&  the  nations  in  that  neighborhood  at  Fort  Pitt.  You  are  the  best 
judge  how  proper  such  measures  may  be. 

As  to  Kayaderosseras  you  know  that  on  my  laying  your  Letter 
on  that  subject  before  the  Council,  an  order  of  Council  issued 
to  the  Attorney  General  to  Prosecute  the  Pattentees  by  Scire 
facias,  &  to  take  his  information  from  you.  After  this  I  do  not 
perceive  how  you  can  well  avoid  to  give  him  all  the  information 
you  can  which  may  serve  to  vacate  that  Pattent.  The  Topics 
on  which  your  information  may  be  given  for  that  purpose,  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  Letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  immeadiately 
after  the  order  was  given  to  the  Attorney  General.  After  this 
Information  is  given  the  Attorney  Generals  Opinion  ought  to  be 
in  writing  how  far  that  Information  may  be  sufficient  to  vacat  the 
Pattent  by  Scire  facias  or  if  it  be  not  what  other  method  may  be 
proper  to  procure  reliefe  to  the  Indians.  When  this  is  done  you 
may  lay  the  whole  matter  with  great  propriety  before  the  Plan¬ 
tation  Board  for  their  direction.  If  it  should  be  thought  proper  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  Reliefe  to  the  Indians  this  application 
cannot  properly  be  made  without  the  previous  Informations  which 
I  now  propose  &  the  Attorney  Generals  Opinion  thereon  in 
writing. 

In  my  preceeding  Letter  I  informed  you  that  by  a  Letter 
from  the  Plantation  Board  &  a  private  Letter  from  my  Lord 
Hillsborough  I  suspected  that  the  Earl  of  Ilchester,  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  &  Mr.  Upton1 2  (for  whom  Mr  O  Brien"  is  agent)  intended 
to  lay  the  Kings  Grant  to  them  on  the.  Lands  which  the  Indians 
have  given  you.  By  the  Packett  which  sail  d  last  Sunday  I  sent 
my  Letter  in  your  favour  in  the  same  words  in  which  it  was  cor¬ 
rected  &  amended  by  you,  together  with  a  Map  of  the  Lands 
granted  in  the  Mohawk  Country,  from  the  Surveyor  Generals 
office,  including  the  Lands  which  the  Indians  have  given  to  you. 


1  Clotworthy  Upton. 

2  William  O’Brien. 
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I  have  done  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  serve  you.  It  remains 
with  you  to  take  what  farther  care  you  can  of  your  own  inter¬ 
est.  Mr  O  Brien  &  Lady  Susan  O  Brien  are  gone  on  a  visit 
to  you.  You  will  thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  Learning  what 
you  can  from  them  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  please  both  the  Indians  and 
the  Pattentees  of  the  great  Tracts.  I  believe  not  one  of  the  great 
Tracts  were  fairly  purchased.  Those  of  them  which  are  settled  & 
where  the  Indians  have  long  desisted  from  making  any  Claim 
are  very  different  from  the  others  where  no  settlements  are  made, 
and  where  the  Indians  have  at  all  times  asserted  their  right.  In 
these  cases  there  is  no  other  Rule  but  to  do  justice  to  the  Indians, 
&  to  dispise  Calumny  which  no  good  man  could  ever  avoid. 

If  the  Attorney  General  can  bring  the  validity  of  the  Pattent 
of  Kayaderosseras  to  be  determined  upon  a  Point  of  Law,  the 
issue  will  not  be  doubtfull:  because  if  the  judges  here  should 
mistake  all  allow  that  a  Writ  of  Error  to  the  King  in  Council  lies 
in  such  Case. 

Now  Sir,  I  have  wrote  my  Sentiments  freely  on  every  point 
you  desired,  &  this  I  think  the  best  proofe  of  my  being  with  truth 
&  affection,  Yr  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

To  the  Honble  Sir  William  Johnson  Bart. 


P.  A.  SINOTT  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 3 

Copy  of  Mr.  Sinnotts'  Letter  to  Mr.  Croghan  dated 

Kaskasia  /  4th  June  1765  — 

Sir/ 

Your  Letter  of  the  7th  Instant  to  Lieut  Fraser  '  was  presented 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  August 
15,  1765. 

2  P.  A.  Sinnott,  agent  of  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 

3  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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to  me,  and  as  I  imagined  it  was  on  public  Service  Opened  it 
(being  here  on  the  same  Buisness  as  Lieut  b  raser.  Deputy  to  the 
Honourable  John  Stuart  Esqr  Agent  and  Superintendant  o? 
your  Southern  Department)  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your 
success  and  a  good  Voyage  hitherto  and  hope  your  presence  will 
give  a  favorable  turn  to  the  Councils  of  Pondiac  and  the  other 
Nations  here,  who  have  been  already  Five  days  deliberating  on 
what  Answer  to  give  me.  —  every  thing  is  in  doubt.  — 

I  am  accompanied  by  a  French  Gentleman  Capt  La  Gautrais 
from  Orleans,  who  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  any 
thing,  i  have  many  things  to  say  to  you,  which  I  must  omit  until 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  being  now  extremely  ill/  by 
all  means  send  your  Batteaux  to  the  Fort,  be  cautious  what  you 
commit  to  paper  and  whom  you  trust. 

I  was  obliged  to  buy  four  Horses,  as  I  could  get  none  to  hire, 
I  wish  you  had  taken  the  Resolution  of  coming  round  by  Water, 
be  upon  your  guard  neither  believe  all  the  Stories  you  hear  I 
write  in  a  very  odd  manner,  I  am  so  weak  I  cannot  sit  up,  I  have 
ordered  them  to  send  you  some  Wine  and  Brandy,  I  long  much 
to  conferr  with  you,  in  the  meantime  I  am  Sir 

Your  most  humble  &  Obedient  Servt 

P.  A.  SlNOTT 

Mr.  Maisonville1  conducts  me  this  Night  to  the  Fort  If  I  am  able 
to  ride. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  of  Mr.  Sinotts 

Letter  to  Mr.  Croghan 

Dated  Kaskasia  14th.  June  1765 


1  Alexander  Maisonville. 
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TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy1 * 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  honble  Col. 

Vaughan"  dated 

Johnson  Hall ,  June  1 6th.  1 165. 

Sir.  — 

Although  the  accounts  from  Detroit  as  yet  want  Confirmation, 
yet  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  true  from  Mr. 
Fraser’s3 *  having  proceeded  for  the  Illenois  before  the  Point  was 
settled  with  the  Indians,  the  necessity  of  which  Mr.  Croghan  was 
aware  of,  and  therefore  had  waited  until  he  had  brought  the 
neighbouring  Nations  to  agree  to  his  Journey,  and  to  send  their 
Chiefs  with  him,  all  which  he  has  at  length  effected,  and  has  set 
out  for  Fort  Pit  the  14th.  of  May.  So  that  we  may  be  able  in  a 
few  days  to  hear  the  Result  of  his  Journey  which  I  wish  may 
prove  favorable.  —  I  am  Sr.  — 

Yours  &c  — 

W.  Johnson  — 


INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Fort  Pitt ,  June  16-17,  1765] 
Fort  Pitt  the  16th.  of  June  1765. 

Ogista  a  Seneca  Chief  with  a  Number  of  other  Indians  waited 
upon  Col.  Reid,5  and  addressed  him  as  follows.  —  viz*. 

Brother  — 

By  this  String  of  Wampum  we  received  your  Message  ac¬ 
quainting  us  of  a  white  man  being  killed  by  an  Indian  of  our 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

"  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan,  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 

3  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

c  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 
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Nation.  Brother,  we  hope  this  will  not  disturb  the  friendship  so 
lately  made  between  us  by  Mr.  Croghan.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother  — 

By  this  String  of  Wampum  I  bury  the  blood  that  has  been 
lately  shed,  under  ground,  that  it  may  no  more  be  remembered.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother  — 

Some  of  your  foolish  men  have  made  a  breach  of  the  Chain  of 
friendship  by  murdering  three  Indians  of  our  Nation,  but  we  do 
not  desire  them  to  be  punished,  —  only  that  you  advise  them  to 
do  better  for  the  future,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  the  friendship 
so  lately  made  for  us  — 

A String.  — 

Brother  — 

When  Mr.  Croghan  left  this,  he  delivered  this  Belt  to  us,  by 
which  he  told  us  to  continue  to  hold  fast  by  the  P eace  then  con¬ 
cluded  between  us,  and  not  to  listen  to  any  bad  Stories  which  we 
might  hear,  but  to  observe  what  might  be  said  to  us  by  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer,  or  Alexander  McKee,  who  he  said  was  to  have 
the  Care  of  us  ’till  his  Return,  and  that  then  nothing  wou’d  make 
us  uneasy.  — 

A  Belt. 

Brother  — 

We  are  informed  that  several  white  Families  are  settled  on  Red 
Stone  Creek,  and  have  planted  Corn,  with  Peter,  a  Mohawk 
Indian.  — We  do  not  desire  they  should  lose  their  Labour;  but 
when  they  have  reaped  their  Corn,  we  hope  they  will  be  removed. 
—  The  Mohawk  Indian,  we  have  no  Objection  to  his  living  there 
with  his  Family,  as  he  is  one  of  ourselves.  —  Brother  —  there  is 
also  a  Number  of  White  Hunters  in  the  Woods  that  way,  who  we 
desire  may  be  Ordered  to  return  immediately.  — 

Col.  Reids  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Speech  on  June  the  1  7lh. 

1 765. 
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Brother  — 

I  have  heard  with  Attention  what  you  have  said,  and  am  satis¬ 
fied  that  your  Desire  is  to  live  in  Peace,  and  friendship  with  the 
English,  which  we  shall  not  be  the  first  to  break.  —  but  that  the 
Peace  may  subsist  for  ever  between  us,  and  you,  which  is  like¬ 
wise  our  Desire,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
mutually  agree  not  to  allow  Persons  guilty  of  Murder,  whether 
English,  or  Indians  to  escape  the  Punishment  they  deserve.  — 

A  String.  — 

Brother  — 

By  our  Laws,  all  Persons  convicted  of  Murder  are  to  suffer 
Death,  and  therein  we  make  no  Distinction  between  White  Men, 
and  Indians.  —  If  a  white  man  shall  be  Convicted  of  killing  an 
Indian,  he  will  certainly  be  hanged,  and  as  a  Satisfaction  due  to 
the  Relations  of  the  murdered  Indian,  they  will  be  called  upon 
to  witness  the  Execution.  —  On  the  other  hand,  if  an  Indian 
shall  be  convicted  of  killing  a  White  Man,  we  do  expect  that 
the  Nation  he  belongs  to,  will  deliver  him  up  to  suffer  Death  in 
the  Same  manner  (As  this  has  been  always  one  of  the  first  Ar¬ 
ticles  agreed  upon  between  us  in  all  former  Treaties)  and  if 
they  should  fail  in  the  Performance  of  this,  we  must  consider 
them  as  a  Nation  unwilling  to  do  us  Justice,  consequently  look 
upon  them  as  Enemies,  &  prohibit  any  trade  to  be  Carried  on 
with  them.  —  We  therefore  expect  as  a  Proof  of  your  Inclina¬ 
tion  to  do  Justice,  and  of  the  Sincerity  of  your  good  Intentions 
towards  your  Brothers,  the  English,  that  you  will  exert  yourselves 
in  apprehending,  and  delivering  up  the  Murderer  of  the  White 
Man,  who  was  lately  killed  at  this  Place,  which  will  convince 
us  that  you  wish  to  live  in  Peace  with  us  — 

A  Belt.  - — 

Brother  — 

You  have  told  us  that  three  men  of  your  Nation  have  been 
murdered  by  some  of  our  People,  but  we  are  informed  that  these 
Murders  were  Committed  by  some  of  your  own  People  in  Con¬ 
sequence  of  a  disagreement  among  themselves,  which  we  desire 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


793 


you  will  enquire  into,  and  endeavor  to  find  out  the  truth.  —  but 
if  contrary  to  our  hopes,  it  should  appear  that  any  White  Men 
are  concerned  in  these  Murders,  (though  we  are  sensible  of  your 
Humanity  in  desiring  they  may  not  be  punished)  it  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  they  should  be  made  examples  of,  if  discovered, 
to  prevent  others,  in  the  same  manner,  from  disturbing  the  P eace 
that  now  subsists  between  us.  —  Colonel  Bouquet  Issued  a 
Proclamation  near  four  years  ago,  forbidding  any  of  our  In¬ 
habitants  to  settle,  or  Hunt  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Alligeny 
Mountains,  —  And  that  you  may  have  no  Cause  of  Complaint 
on  that  head,  I  shall  immediately  Issue  a  Proclamation  to  the 
same  purpose. — but  it  is  not  meant  to  extend  to  such  Persons 
who  under  proper  Restrictions  shall  be  allowed  to  settle  upon  the 
Road  to  Fort  Pitt  for  the  Accommodation  of  Traders,  or  of 
the  Troops  on  their  March,  his  Excellency  the  Comrjjander  in 
chief  having  been  pleased  to  give  P ermission  for  that  purpose.  - 
Such  persons,  therefore  having  leave  from  me,  or  m  my  Absence 
from  the  commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pit,  are  not  to  be  molested. 
—  That  you  may  be  convinced  that  our  desire  is  to  live  in  Peace, 
and  Harmony  with  the  several  Nations  of  Indians,  who  resort  to 
this  Place,  and  likewise  to  do  them  Justice  in  the  way  of  Trade, 
we  promise  on  our  part,  that  in  case  Complaints  shou  d  at  any 
time  be  made  by  the  Indians  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  this 
place  of  any  unfair  Dealings  of  the  Traders,  that  they  shall,  if 
proved,  obtain  immediate  redress,  and  the  Traders  punished 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  Offence. 

Delivered  a  String  of  Wampum.  — 

Ogista  the  Seneca  Chief  then  spoke  as  follows  viz*. 
Brother  — 

I  spoke  to  you  yesterday,  and  as  we  re  now  again  met  together, 
am  glad  to  hear  your  answer,  and  return  you  thanks  by  this 
String  of  Wampum  in  the  name  of  the  Indians  present  for  the 
good  Speeches  you  have  now  delivered  — 


A  String. 
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A  Mohawk  Chief  residing  among  the  Weyandots  spoke  as 
follows  —  viz*.  — 

Brother  — 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  to  hear  what  you  have 
now  Said  to  the  several  Nations  present,  and  it  will  give  our 
young  Men  pleasure  when  I  return  home  to  tell  them  what  I 
have  heard  from  you.  —  I  speak  this  from  my  heart,  &  not  from 
my  Lips.  — 

A  String.  — 

ROBERT  LETTIS  HOOPER  JR  TO  FRANCIS  WADE 
Contemporary  Copy 

[  ]  made  at  Trenton  June  I7lh  [1765] 


Sir 

I  purpose  to  set  out  for  [  ] 

[  ]  however  next  monday  fully  determ  [ined 

[  ]  there  provided  the  lands  are  good  &  [  ] 

[  ]  with  suitable  Encouragement,  I  will  [  ] 

[  ]  to  take  with  me  a  number  of  wealthy  [ 

[  ]ers  who  are  desirous  to  provide  for  [  ] 

]  Children  &  have  desir’d  me  to  make  [ 

[  ]  for  them  if  I  determine  to  move  there  [  ] 

]  your  power  to  inform  Sr.  Will1".  [ 

]  as  you  know  my  Connections  you  [ 

]  be  assur’d  of  my  preserveing  your  goo[d 
[opinijon  of  me  and  that  I  shall  Carefully  [ 

[  ]  if  you  are  pleas’d  to  give  it,  your  [ 

recommendation  of  me  Docks  &  Cadw  [ 

]  will  forward  your  lettr.  to  me 
I  am 

Sr. 


Your  most  Hble  Ser[vant] 

Robt.  Lettis  Hooper  [Jun’r] 

True  Copy  — 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


795 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

New  York  June  17th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  Letters  of  the  21st.  Ulmo.  from  Detroit,  The  Poutteatamies 
of  S'.  Joseph  do  not  Seem  inclined  to  give  Satisfaction,  and  have 
desired  their  Hostages  might  be  sent  them.  The  Miamies  would 
not  deliver  up  the  Prisoner  of  the  1  7th.  Reg*,  to  the  Chippewas 
who  was  sent  to  them  by  Col1.  Campbel2 3  to  make  a  Demand  of 
the  Prisoner,  but  bid  them  tell  the  Commander,  they  would 
bring  him  themselves  when  Pondiac  returned  from  the  Ilinois. 
They  would  first  hear  what  he  had  to  Say.  It  is  reported  that 
Pondiac  has  Seduced  all  the  Nations  upon  the  Ouabache,  at  the 
Ilinois,  Miamies,  S'.  Joseph  and  Many  to  the  Northward.  And 
there  are  very  bad  Reports  about  L*.  Fraser  '  and  those  who 
went  with  him  from  Fort-Pitt  on  the  22‘fi  of  March.  That  his 
Party,  consisting  of  six  Englishmen,  a  Mohock,  a  Huron  &  a 
Delaware  &  one  Maisonville4 5  a  Frenchman  were  taken  Prisoners 
at  the  Ilinois  by  Pondiacs  order,  &  brought  to  ouatanonp  where 
they  were  all  burned,  except  the  Frenchman  and  the  Huron, 
Whom  Pondiac  was  bringing  Prisoners  to  the  Miamie  Village. 
I  hope  it  is  a  false  Report,  I  am 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient 
humble  Servant 

T hos.  Gage 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar'. 

1  In  New  York  Public  Library. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

3  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment.  The  report  of 
his  death  was  untrue.  See  Johnson  to  Gage,  June  19,  1  765,  post  pp.  797 
800. 

4  Alexander  Maisonville. 

5  Ouiattanon,  site  of  present  day  Lafayette,  Indiana. 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 3 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  McKee  Assis1.  Dep?. 
to  Indian  Affairs  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  dated 

Fort  Pit,  June  the  /  8th.,  1765.  — 

I  wrote  your  honour  a  few  days  ago  the  particulars  of  the 
murder  of  a  Trader  by  a  Seneca  Indian  at  this  place,  which  I 
hope  went  safe  to  hand  —  The  1 6th.  Ins'.  Ogista  a  Seneca  Chief 
with  several  other  Indians  of  that  Nation  came  here  from  V en- 
ango,  and  spoke  to  Col.  Reid’  on  that  head  —  I  enclose  a  Copy 
of  their  Speech,  with  his  answer  to  them,  that  you  may  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  what  has  passed  here  relative  to  that  Murder,  as 
I  am  informed  the  Indian  who  committed  it,  is  gone  to  the  Six 
Nation  Country,  they  likewise  made  a  Complaint  of  three  of 
their  People  being  murdered  by  the  White  People,  —  and  this 
day  I  received  the  following  account  from  Peter  a  Mohawk 
Indian  living  at  Red  Stone  Creek  —  that  about  three  months  ago 
he  met  upon  the  Road  between  Fort  Cumberland,  and  Red  Stone 
Creek,  one  Wm.  Dice,  and  another  white  man,  whose  name  he 
does  not  recollect,  returning  to  the  Inhabitants  from  that  place  — 
that  he  observed  them  to  have  several  Indian  Trinkets,  wlh.  two 
Tomahawk  Pipes,  and  a  Riffle  Gun,  and  after  some  Conversation 
he  heard  them  say  to  some  other  White  People  who  were  present, 
that  they  had  killed  two  Indians  near  Red  Stone  Creek,  and  had 
their  Scalps  with  them.  —  some  lime  after  Peter  was  told  by 
David  Shannon,  and  Adam  Row  (two  white  men)  that  they  had 
seen  two  Indians  scalps  with  the  above  named  Dice,  and  his 
Companion  on  the  South  branch  of  Potomack  in  Virginia,  where 
the  sd.  Dice  lives.  I  have  given  Col.  Reid  a  Copy  of  this  infor¬ 
mation.  —  I  have  forwarded  Letters  wcL  I  received  this  day 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 

3  See  ante  pp.  790-94. 
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by  two  Shawanese  sent  by  Mr.  Croghan  from  the  mouth  of 
Scioto,  and  I  learn  from  them  that  a  Number  of  their  People  are 
gone  down  the  River  with  him,  well  disposed  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  promote  a  good  understanding  with  the  Nations 
that  way.  — 

I  am  with  great  Respect  &c  — 

Alexander  McKee 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  June  19th.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiveing  yr.  Letters  of  the  3d.  & 
10th.  Ins*.,2  ever  since  the  receipt  of  which  I  have  been  verry 
busy  what  with  Company  &  the  Indians.  — 

I  have  said  everry  thing  I  thought  necessarey  to  the  Chippawaes 
&ca,  they  are  27  in  Number  with  their  four  Cheifs.  One  of 
whom  was  the  first  Indian  of  y*.  Nation  I  met  with  after  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Niagra  in  1  759,  &  W abbicomicot  now  here  accom¬ 
panied  to  &  assisted  me  at  Detroit  in  1761  &  has  Since  mentted 
several  Testimonials  from  Co11.  Gladwin  &ca.  their  Visit  was  to 
renew  their  engagements,  &  to  assure  me  of  their  pacihck  Dispo¬ 
sition,  &  endeavours  to  preserve  peace,  they  live  at  present  at  the 
long  River  North  of  Niagra  Where  they  have  above  1  50  Men. 
I  shall  dismiss  them  tomorrow  or  next  Day  with  Belts  &  Messages 
to  ye.  Westeren  Nations,  and  at  the  Same  time  write  to  L*.  Co11. 
Campbell3  on  the  present  posture  of  Affairs. 

The  Miamis  or  Twightwees  were  treated  with  by  me  at 
Detroit  in  1761  with  the  rest  of  the  Nations,  I  imagined  Co11. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:770-72. 

2  Ante  pp.  762-64;  784-86. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  17th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 
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Bradstreet  might  have  met  with  them  last  Y  ear,  as  he  was  so 
near  their  Country,  they  not  chusing  to  meet  me  at  Niagra,  or 
risque  coming  there  after  what  they  had  been  guilty  of,  tho  I 
rather  attribute  it  to  ye.  Story’s  of  the  French  amongst  them  who 
will  not  be  at  rest.  — 

Mr.  Croghan  set  out  from  Fort  Pitt  the  14th.  Ult°.  accom¬ 
panied  by  Several  Inds.  of  the  Neighbouring  Nats.,  And  he  like¬ 
wise  acquaints  me  that  the  Shawanese  have  behaved  verry  well, 
&  have  sent  Deputys  who  may  now  be  daily  expected  here,  as 
well  as  those  from  the  Mongoes  &ca.  Mr.  Croghan  Seems  a  good 
deal  hurt  by  the  reports  propagated  of  his  interestedness  in  the 
trading  Affair,  and  desires  permission  to  resign  so  soon  as  he  has 
effected  the  business  on  wF  he  is  now  sent.  I  fear  that  Mr. 
Frasier1  has  been  put  to  death,  he  went  of  too  abruptly  &  without 
waiting  till  the  point  was  carried  with  the  Indians,  who  are  verry 
slow  in  transactions  of  this  nature,  if  Mr.  Croghan  arrives  there 
in  safety,  &  is  able  to  introduce  a  Garrison,  it  will  be  one  Step 
towards  checking  the  intrigues  of  the  French,  but  it  can  never 
be  effectual  if  the  Indians  find  the  change  is  to  their  disadvantage, 
&  this  we  must  certainly  prevent  at  our  first  Establishment  there, 
which  will  in  the  end  [will]  prove  a  great  saving  to  ye.  Govern¬ 
ment,  &  the  only  means  of  keeping  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
Country.  — 

The  licentious  conduct  of  the  Frontier  People  of  Pensilvania 
&ca  requires  an  immediate  check,  I  have  wrote  to  L*.  Govr.  Penn 
pritty  fully  on  y*.  Head,  and  I  heartily  wish  some  proper  Steps 
may  be  suddenly  taken  to  that  end.  —  for  without  so  doing  I 
cannot  pretend  to  effect  any  one  point,  neither  will  it  be  possible 
to  prevent  a  renewal  of  Hostilities  perhaps  more  general  than  the 
former.  —  Their  Jurys  will  it  seems  acquit  these  People,  and  if 
that  is  to  be  the  case,  the  Law  can  be  of  no  Service  to  prevent 
them.  I  must  say  I  am  heartily  tired  of  Struggling  with  so 
many  Difficultys,  which  all  the  labour  I  bestow  cannot  surmount 


1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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the  ignorance  of  our  People  with  regard  to  Indian  Affairs,  their 
mistaken  Notions,  false  Steps,  &  imprudences,  exclusive  of  the 
riotous  Conduct  of  Persons  worse  than  Savages  are  Sufficient  not 
only  to  overset  all  that  has  been  done,  but  to  prevent  us  from 
ever  again  possessing  the  fremdship  of  the  Indians,  or  from  en¬ 
joying  a  Peace  (now  in  so  fair  a  way  to  be  Settled)  for  any 
time.  —  if  the  Government  was  as  fully  persuaded  of  these  truths 
as  You  &  I  are,  they  would  doubtless  fall  upon  some  Method  to 
prevent  the  Imminent  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened  in 
this  Country. 

I  shall  not  neglect  laying  before  the  Board  of  Trade  the  late 
Occurences  with  my  Sentiments  thereon,  and  presume  You  will 
think  it  necessary  to  touch  upon  that  Subject  to  the  Ministry. 

I  daily  expect  to  hear  from  my  Interpreter  &ca.  who  went  to 
collect  the  Prisoners,  &  therefore  should  be  glad  You  d  please  to 
order  up  the  three  Delawares  yet  at  or  near  New  York. 

You  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am  distressed  from  the  want 
of  a  Warrant  for  the  Officers  Pay,  it  has  reduced  me  to  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  some  Cash  on  my  own  Credit,  to  Satisfy 
those  who  are  in  most  need  of  it.  and  the  not  having  it  in  my 
power  to  answer  the  Several  drafts  drawn  on  me  for  ye.  Service 
renders  it  vastly  disagreable.  —  The  Small  Articles  Silver 
Trinkets  &ca.  were  purchased  of  Mr.  Feild,  by  Croghan.  Cal¬ 
lender1  I  apprehend  to  be  in  some  Measure  concerned  in  ye. 
Trade  with  Wharton,  Feild  &ca.  As  M‘\  Croghan  has  desired 
that  an  Enquiry  may  be  made  into  the  Affair  on  his  return, 
We  can  then  be  able  to  Judge  from  particulars  &  Proofs.— 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  & 

His  Excellency  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Johnson 


1  Robert  Callender 
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PS.  this  Moment  Mr.  Perthuis* 1  (who  I  sent  to  collect  the  Pris¬ 
oners  wh.  were  amongst  the  Senecas  &  Delawares)  Arrived,  & 
acquaints  me  that  they  delivered  up  everry  one  they  had,  even  the 
Children  begotten  by  the  Indians  &  that  they  will  be  here  in  two 
or  three  days  with  ye.  remainder  of  his  Party,  as  will  also  the 
Shawanese  &ca.  from  Ohio,  whom  he  passed  at  Cayuga,  and  they 
seemed  well  disposed. 

The  Small  Pox  unluckily  got  among  the  Inds.  here  at  my 
house,  &  has  carried  off  the  Ringleader  of  the  Delawares,  namely 
Squashcutter  who  was  left  as  a  Hostage.  — 

INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  June  1 9th. 

1765  ' 

received  June  23d. 

Answered 

FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  Df.  Sr 

Lebanon  June  21 ,  1765. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency5  Favr.  of  [yc  Ins1]  May  1  8  Came  Safe  by 
Weslley  and  the  Onoyada  Lad  and  three  Girls.  —  the  Boys 
herewith  returned  I  hope  Will  give  Your  Excellency  Pleasure 
they  are  all  of  Good  behaviour  in  general  Nor  have  I  had  Oc¬ 
casion  to  correct  either  of  them  (Except  Peter  once  for  Lying) 
Since  they  have  been  With  me.  I  wish  After  they  have  made 
as  Small  a  visit  to  their  Friends  as  [will  answer  the  End ]  may  be 
[ acceptable ]  to  their  content  they  may  be  employed  in  teaching 
the  Indian  Children,  and  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  under  the 
Direction  of  the  Missionaries  the  Revd.  Messrs.  Smith1  & 

'  Louis  Perthuis,  interpreter. 

In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 

3  Ante  pp.  741  -42. 

1  Titus  Smith  who  went  to  Oquaga,  then  to  Otsego  lake. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765  801 

Chamberlain1  whom  You  May  Expect  in  a  few  Days,  and 
Whom  I  can  heartily  Recommend  to  Your  Excellency’s  Favr. 
as  Gentlemen  of  Learning  piety  &  Integrity.  And  Whose  Gov¬ 
erning  Motive  in  this  Undertaking  I  verily  beleive  to  be  their 
Love  to  Christ  and  desire  for  the  Salvation  of  the  Souls  of 
Men.  they  hope  to  Enjoy  Your  Excellency’s  Countenance  and 
Direction  as  Ye.  Shall  have  opportunity  in  the  New  and  difficult 
Business  they  are  gone  upon. 

I  should  be  much  concerned  for  Mr.  Kirtland  lest  he  Expose 
his  Life  or  Health,  or  be  surprised  into  Some  indecent  Sallies 
Which  May  Injure  his  Own  Character  and  the  cause  he  is  So 
Zealously  mgaged  in  were  it  not  yl.  My  hope  for  him  under  God 
is  founded  in  that  paternal  care  for  him  which  You  have  here¬ 
tofore  Shewn,  and  yet  so  kindly  Express.  I  know  his  Confidence 
in  yr.  Excellency  is  Great  &  I  trust  he  will  harken  to  your  Coun¬ 
cil. 

I  have  with  me  a  very  promising  English  Youth  about  14. 
years  old  Who  Will  soon  be  Well  fitted  for  College  and  is  de- 
signd  for  Indian  Affairs.  If  he  could  be  introduced  to  Some 
Nation  (perhaps  the  Otowawes)  With  An  Indian  Lad  of  this 
School  to  learn  their  Language  Next  summer  and  at  the  End 
of  the  Season  bring  a  likely  Lad  or  two  from  that  Tribe  to  con¬ 
tinue  With  them  at  School  they  Might  by  that  Means  Get 
Master  of  that  Language  by  that  Time  they  have  finished  their 
other  Learning  and  be  ready  Without  much  interruption  to  yr. 
other  Studies  to  enter  upon  Business  among  them  as  soon  as 
they  have  got  their  Learning  —  If  Your  Excellency  would  be 
so  good  as  to  Express  Your  tho’ts  upon  this  Matter  to  the 
Missrs.  it  may  be  Some  Directory  to  Mine 

[A  Young  Gentleman ]  Mr  Staniford  of  [Windham  of] 
about  [25.  or]  26.  years  old  &  of  a  good  Moral  Character. 
And  a  very  Good  Gold  Smith,  desires  to  know  Whether  he  could 
not  be  introduced  to  Work  at  his  Trade  Some  Where  near  You 


1  Theophilus  Chamberlain  who  settled  at  Butlersbury. 
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he  has  been  Used  to  Work  for  the  Indians  at  ye.  Eastwd.  and  I 
apprehend  Will  be  likely  to  Serve  them  very  honestly  &  faith¬ 
fully.  If  Your  Excellency  Should  encourage  it  he  Will  likely 
Come  to  You  Soon  on  condition  he  be  well  recommended  — 
please  to  express  Your  T  ho  ts  on  this  also  to  the  Missrs.  —  and 
please  to  excuse  this  Trouble  from  him  Who  is  With  Much 
Duty  &  Esteem, 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency 

Your  Obliged  &  Very  Humbe  Serv'. 

Eleazar  Wheelock 


INDORSED: 

to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
July  21.  1765 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy/  New  Y ork  J une  22d .  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  have  Plenty  of  Company  this  Year  at  Johnson  Hall. 
I  send  this  by  two  Gentlemen  who  are  going  to  Vissit  You.  Mr. 
Allen2  Son  to  Your  Old  Acquaintance3  of  Philadelphia,  you 
will  know,  The  other  is  Mr.  Izod4 5  a  Gentleman  of  large  Prop¬ 
erty  in  Carolina. 

The  Conferences  with  the  whole  Chactaw  Nation,  and  the 
Chickesaws  at  Mobile  are  over.  The  first  delivered  up  all  their 
French  Medals  and  Commissions  and  received  others  from  Us. 
And  Mr.  SteuarF  says  He  is  thoroughly  Satisfied  that  they  will 
return  Home  as  firmly  attached  to  the  British  Interest,  as  ever 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  John  Allen. 

3  William  Allen. 

4  Ralph  Izzard.  See  letter  of  introduction  from  William  Allen,  June 
8,  1  765,  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  271. 

5  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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they  were  to  that  of  the  French.  They  declared  they  never  would 
have  left  the  French,  had  not  the  French  first  left  them;  and 
that  they  were  now  Englishmen.  The  Creeks  were  to  meet  Mr. 
Stuart  at  Pensacola,  but  they  did  not  Seem  so  well  disposed  as 
the  rest.  A  Quarrel!  was  apprehended  between  the  Creeks  and 
the  Chactaws.  The  first  having  killed  Some  of  the  latter  at 
T  ombecbe. 

I  have  never  heard  more  of  the  Regulations  respecting  the 
Indian  Trade,  which  we  have  so  long  expected  from  home.  I 
find  by  Mr.  Steuart’s  Letters  that  He  has  appointed  Some  Com- 
missarys.  I  don’t  realy  know  by  what  Authority  He  has  done 
it;  but  certainly  either  Commissary’s  or  Deputys  whatever  Name 
You  give  them,  are  very  much  wanted  in  all  the  Principal 
Posts.  I  should  be  very  glad  that  you  had  Some  Intelligent  Per¬ 
son  under  You,  particularly  at  the  Detroit,  where  there  are  so 
many  different  Nations  to  Manage,  and  who  Seem  unconnected 
with  each  other,  unless  Pondiac  should  have  united  those  who 
lye  between  the  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi.  That  would  be  a 
powerfull  League,  no  Doubt,  but  yet  there  are  other  Nations 
who  would  possibly  Join  with  us,  if  supported,  and  an  able  Per¬ 
son  acquainted  with  the  different  Interests,  Views,  and  Jealousies 
and  Connections  of  the  several  Nations,  was  upon  the  Spot  to 
treat  with  them,  and  take  Advantage  of  all  Occurrances.  And  I 
own  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  if  a  proper  Conduct  had  been  held 
last  Year  with  Pondiac  and  with  the  Miamies;  And  even  those 
of  the  Ouabache;  that  we  should  now  have  no  Bickerings  with 
any  of  those  Nations.  I  did  not  understand  that  any,  or  at 
least  but  very  few  of  those  Indians,  were  ever  in  Arms  against 
Us,  whilst  Detroit  was  Blocked  up.  If  the  bad  News  Con¬ 
cerning  Lieu'.  Fraser1  proves  true,  Pondiac  has  done  it  with  a 
veiw  to  draw  as  many  Nations  into  War  against  Us  as  he  can, 
and  make  them  irreconcilable,  in  Order  to  Protect  himself, 

1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment,  who  was  seized 
and  maltreated  by  the  Indians. 
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Thinking,  and  with  Justice,  that  we  should  wait  some  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  demolish  him;  having  refused  his  Offer  of  Peace,  and 
cut  his  Belt  in  Peices. 

I  have  heared  nothing  of  Mr.  Croghan  since  he  sett  out  from 
Fort  Pitt,  or  have  I  any  News  of  Lieu1 2.  Ross1  of  the  34th. 
Reg',  who  was  at  the  Ilinois  in  February,  long  before  Lieu'. 
Fraser  set  out.  I  have  seen  one  Letter  from  him  of  21st.  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  tho’  nothing  very  Material  in  it.  He  mentions  that  Pon- 
diac  was  to  be  there  in  the  Spring  with  3000  Men. 

I  Suppose  the  Seneacas  and  all  other  Nations  who  have  made 
their  Peace,  will  withdraw  their  War  Belts,  from  the  Miamie  and 
all  the  other  Nations  where  they  had  sent  them. 

I  Am. 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Bar'. 

INDORSED: 

Copy/  To 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  June  22C  1763. — 

FROM  WILLIAM  HOWARD 
Contemporary  Copy ~ 

A  Coppy  Michilimackinac  June  24ll>.  1765 

Sir 

Yours  of  the  25‘F  April1  I  received  the  18th.  Instant,  am 
glad  to  hear,  Y ou  have  received  my  two  Letters.  I  acquainted  Y ou 
with  every  thing  worth  Your  Notice  to  that  time,  Since  which 
the  Chippawa’s  brought  me  the  Belt,  which  I  now  send  to  You. 

1  Lieutenant  John  Ross  of  the  34th  regiment. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

'•'Johnson  Papers,  4:724-23. 
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they  told  me  that  they  received  it  from  the  five  Nations.  I  told 
them,  as  they  did  not  tell  me  of  the  Belt  when  they  brought  me 
the  Pipe  of  Peace,  I  would  not  believe  they  were  Sincere,  with¬ 
out  they  would  leave  one  of  their  Nation  with  me,  which  they  Con¬ 
sented  to,  and  I  beleive  they  will  be  quiet. 

Mr.  Caddot1  has  brought  Eighty  Canoes  of  Indians  from  Lake 
Superior,  and  some  Creeks,  and  I  expect  Thirty  more  every  day. 
all  those  Indians  are  guided  by  Mr.  Caddot  who  has  been  at  a 
great  Expence  for  Tobacco  which  he  gives  to  them.  I  had  at  the 
same  time,  the  Menominees  &  Vinepecks  from  Labay,  all  the 
Ottawaes  and  the  Chippawaes  of  the  big  Island.  As  the  Otta- 
waes  had  never  shewn  the  Covenant  Belt  to  the  Nations,  I 
made  them  send  for  it,  and  Assembled  the  Chiefs  of  the  Nations 
here,  and  had  the  Belt  shewn  to  them,  after  I  had  said  what  I 
thought  proper,  each  Chief  answered  me,  and  said  their  Hearts 
were  English,  that  they  would  always  do  as  I  had  desired 
them,  each  Chief  told  the  Chippawaes  that  Killed  the  People 
here,  that  it  was  they  that  had  Stopt  the  road,  and  Advised  them 
not  to  Attempt  it  again,  that  they  were  ditermined  to  have  the 
Road  open  to  their  Father,  they  are  much  pleased  at  being  called 
Children.  After  the  Chiefs  had  done  I  told  them  the  step  I  had 
taken  to  keep  the  road  open  between  us,  and  produced  the  Belt, 
and  told  them  of  the  Chippawaes  having  given  me  one  of  their 
Nation,  each  Chief  seperately  thanked  me  for  the  step  I  had 
taken,  and  talked  as  Severe  to  the  Chippawaes  as  I  had  done, 
before  we  parted,  they  told  me  that  they  were  ditermined  to  re¬ 
main  in  Peace  with  the  English,  they  gave  Advice  to  one  An¬ 
other,  and  all  thank’d  me  for  the  good  Council  I  had  given 
them.  I  beleive  no  disturbance  will  happen  here.  —  They  rep¬ 
resented  to  me  the  Miserable  Scituation  they  had  been  in  for 
want  of  Trade,  and  beged  I  would  send  some  Trader  to  them, 
and  asked  for  Mr.  Caddot.  —  As  they  are  so  well  disposed  I 
thought  my  refusing  what  they  Asked,  might  offend  them,  and 


1  Baptiste  Cadot. 


806 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


perhaps  make  them  change  their  way  of  thinking,  the  Conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  I  know  would  be  very  detrimental  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  which  made  me  promise  to  send  them  some  Goods,  as  soon 
as  I  could  find  good  People  to  send  Amongst  them  —  I  propose 
to  let  Mr.  Caddot  go  to  Lapoint  in  Lake  Superior,  and  to  let  a 
few  English  Merchants  go  to  other  Places,  as  Mr.  Caddot  will 
be  near  the  Center,  am  Convinced  that  all  the  Indians  will  re¬ 
main  in  our  Interest,  as  what  I  do,  is  I  think  much  for  the  good 
of  the  Nation,  hope  I  shall  not  be  found  fault  with  for  what  I  do. 
when  Y ou  favour  me  with  a  Letter,  shall  be  Oblidged  if  Y  oul 
let  me  know,  whether  You  approve  of  what  I  have  done.  If  you 
think  I  have  done  right  hope  you  will  let  the  General  know  it. 
should  he  find  fault  with  me,  I  assure  you  I  spare  no  Pains  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Publick  —  be¬ 
fore  the  Chiefs  left  me,  I  delivered  up  the  Man  the  Chippawaes 
had  given  me,  as  I  thought  it  would  please  them,  and  at  the  same 
time  Convince  them  of  my  Sincerity.  — 

Naitam  a  Chief  of  the  Rain  Lake  in  Lake  Superior  told  me 
You  promised  him  a  Commission  when  at  Niagara,  but  be- 
leives  the  hurry  of  Business  was  the  Occasion  You  forgot  it.  he 
has  desired  I  would  write  to  Y ou  for  one,  and  to  put  Y ou  in  mind 
of  the  Present  You  promised  to  his  Family.  As  he  is  a  good 
Man,  I  gave  him  three  Blankets  and  three  Shirts,  which  was  all 
the  Cloathing  I  gave  to  the  Indians  in  Lake  Superior,  yet  have 
sent  all  away  Contented  that  have  come  here,  with  rum  & 
Tobacco,  &  have  not  given  large  Quantity’s  considering  the 
Number  of  Indians  that  have  been  here,  half  the  Number  was 
never  here  at  a  time.  I  think  the  Indians  I  could  Satisfy  if  I 
had  about  Sixteen  Quarter  Casks  of  rum  &  some  Tobacco  sent 
me,  the  Expence  of  which  would  be  a  trifle  to  the  King  to  have 
it  sent  from  New  York,  what  I  have  given,  have  got  as  cheap 
again  as  the  Merchants  Sells  it  for  to  other  People. 

Chaite  a  Chief  of  Rain  Lake  told  me  that  at  Niagara  You 
offered  him  a  Meddal,  that  he  then  refused  to  be  made  a  Chief, 
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but  that  he  was  now  ready  to  do  what  I  desired  him,  and  would 
take  a  Meddal  if  I  desired  him.  As  Mr.  Caddot  told  me  he  was 
a  good  Man  I  desired  he  would  be  a  Chief,  he  told  me  he  would 
&  desired  me  to  write  to  You  for  a  Meddal. 

If  you  could,  I  should  be  glad  You  would  send  me  Some 
Meddals  &  Colours,  for  want  of  Colours  the  Indians  in  Lake 
Superior  came  with  two  French  Colours  and  one  English. 

I  must  inform  You  what  a  good  Man  Pitawescombe  a  Chip- 
paway  is,  a  Chief  of  the  1  not  having  a  Meddal  he  gave 

his  Meddal  to  him,  with  the  same  good  talk,  he  had  received 
it  from  You,  came  and  told  me,  that  the  reason  he  gave  his 
Meddal  away  was,  that  he  was  Certain  the  Chiefs  Heart  was 
English  that  he  gave  it  to.  all  that  Family  are  strongly  Attached 
to  the  English.  — 

About  1 00  Cannoes  are  gone  home  within  this  few  days  well 
Satisfied.  Yesterday  the  Chief  of  the  Menominees  returned, 
with  a  Chief  of  the  Sawkes,  to  inform  me  that  the  Chippawaes 
at  Labay  had  killed  two  Menominees,  that  they  wanted  my 
Advice,  and  would  do  as  I  desired  them.  I  desired  they  would 
not  go  to  War,  but  Endeavour  to  make  up  the  Affair,  which 
Advice  they  promised  to  follow.  Mr.  Caddot  who  was  present 
took  me  aside  and  told  me  that  he  could  observe  by  their  looks 
that  they  would  go  to  War,  and  that  if  I  would  give  him  leave, 
he  would  speak  to  them  with  an  8  Gallon  Cag  of  rum  (which 
was  another  Proof  of  his  Strong  Attachment  to  the  English) 
which  I  would  not  allow,  but  spoak  myself  with  some  Strings  of 
Wampum  &  four  Gallons  of  rum. 

Two  Sooes  came  here,  as  I  thought  it  would  be  of  Service  to 
the  Publick  to  have  the  Chippawaes  in  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Sooes  at  Peace,  I  mentioned  it  at  the  General  Council,  and  the 
Chiefs  present  told  me  they  were  willing  to  make  Peace  had 


1  Space  in  the  manuscript. 
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there  been  any  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Sooes  present.  I  expect  in  a 
few  days  the  Sawkes  and  Renards  from  Lebay,  and  hear  that 
five  Chiefs  from  the  Sooes  are  coming  with  them,  will  do  all  I 
can  to  make  Peace  among  the  Nations.  — 

A  Cannoe  Arrived  yesterday  from  some  part  of  the  Illinois, 
informed  me  that  we  have  two  Hundred  Men  at  Fort  Charters, 
and  that  the  Indians  are  well  satisfied 

I  have  been  very  particular  in  Accounting  for  every  thing  I 
have  given.  I  have  given  but  very  little  of  Cloathing.  it  will 
fall  very  heavy  on  me  should  my  Account  not  be  paid,  as  I  have 
paid  for  what  things  I  have  given,  instead  of  giving  Bills  on  the 
Government,  by  which  I  got  the  things  Cheaper,  the  end  of  this 
Month  shall  make  up  my  Accounts,  and  so  send  them  to  Col°. 
Campbell,1 2  6c  will  at  the  same  time  send  You  a  Coppy,  that  You 
may  be  a  Judge  whither  I  have  been  too  profuse,  my  Account 
does  not  come  to  a  fourth  part  as  much  as  Cap'.  Elthringtons- 
did,  who  had  not  a  fourth  part  of  the  Indians  as  I  have  had.  — 
I  had  given  away  most  of  the  rum  to  the  Indians  before  I  was 
favour’d  with  Yours,  which  will  make  it  the  harder  on  me,  should 
my  Account  not  be  paid. 

I  am  glad  Interpreters  6c  Smiths  are  to  be  Established.  I  have 
a  very  good  Interpreter  here,  one  that  is  heartily  Attached  to 
the  English.  I  agreed  to  pay  him  the  same  as  was  Allowed  at 
Detroit,  the  Smith  I  have  Employed  will  pay  and  charge  in  my 
Account.  — 

I  read  Your  Letter  to  Mr.  Caddot,  who  desired  me  to  thank 
You  for  thinking  of  him.  He  is  a  Worthy  Man  hope  you  will 
have  it  in  Your  Power  to  repay  the  Expence  he  has  been  at, 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

2  Captain  George  Etherington. 
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and  to  reward  him  as  he  deserves  —  be  pleased  to  make  my 
Compliments  to  Cap*.  Johnson1  &  am 

sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 
Humble  servant 

Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet  WM.  Howard2 3 

*. 

P.S.  The  Menominees  are  very  desireous  of  Having  the  Post  at 
Labay  Established,  and  were  in  hopes  it  would  have  been  this 
Summer.  — 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  the  Reynards  &  Sawkes  are  come  from 
Lebay,  one  of  the  Chiefs  had  been  at  Fort  Charters,  and  brought 
a  Paper  from  thence  Signed  by  an  Officer  of  the  34th.  Regiment 
dated  the  23th.  March  — 

INDORSED:  ^ 

Copy  of  Capt  Howards 
Letter  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
dated  Michilimackinac 

24th.  June  1763  — 

TO  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Lieu'.  Col. 
Campbell,4 5  dated 

Johnson  Hall,  June  the  26l L,  1765. 

SR. 

I  have  received  your  favr.  of  the  21st.  Ulto,  ’  as  also  your 


1  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac,  was 
commissioned  a  captain  in  the  17th  regiment,  Nov.  27,  1756.  He  retired 
from  the  army,  or  died,  at  the  close  of  1767.  Army  Lists. 

3  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

5  Ante  pp.  744-46. 
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Dispatches  sent  in  Feb>\1 2  last  wcL  I  answ^.  the  25  A  of  April"  — 
W abhicommicot  with  about  20  Missasageys  have  been  since  here, 
and  he  has  set  out  a  day  or  two  ago  for  Detroit  on  the  Miamis 
with  Belts,  and  messages  to  Pondiac  for  the  Western  Nations 
whereby  I  have  recommended  it  to  them  in  the  strongest  man¬ 
ner  to  desist  from  any  intended  Act  of  Hostility,  as  the  only 
Means  of  preserving  themselves  their  Wives,  and  Children,  that 
all  the  Nations  in  this  quarter  were  now  at  Peace,  and  resolved 
to  continue  so,  and  should  Pondiac,  or  any  of  his  party,  or  any 
other  Indians  disturb  the  publick  tranquility,  it  must  end  in  their 
Ruin.  On  this  subject  I  have  greatly  enlarged.  To  this  the 
Senecas,  and  Delawares  here  at  this  time,  added  several  Belts, 
and  Messages  from  themselves,  assuring  the  Western  Nations 
that  should  they  offer  any  thing  contrary  to  the  Peace  subsisting, 
they  would  think  themselves  injured,  and  join  against  them.  — 
the  like  messages  &c  are  to  be  sent  from  each  of  the  Six  Nations 
towns  thro’  which  the  Messengers  pass,  and  as  far  as  a  person 
can  judge  of  the  minds  of  Indians,  they  appear  sincere  in  their 
Professions  and  Sentiments,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  a  happy,  and 
timely  effect  upon  the  illdisposed  —  the  Senecas,  &  Delawares 
of  Susquahanna  who  left  Hostages  with  me  for  that  purpose, 
have  delivered  up  to  me  two  days  ago,  twenty-five  Prisoners, 
which  were  all  that  were  remaining  amongst  them,  and  the 
Shawanese  Deputies  &c  from  Ohio  are  near  at  hand  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  of  Peace  before  me.  —  I  fear  Lieut.  Fraser3  was 
too  precipitate  in  his  Journey,  as  he  did  not  wait  for  settling  the 
point  of  the  Journey  to  the  Illenois,  but  set  out  with  a  party  which 
agrees  so  well  in  number  &c  with  the  acc*.  you  have  given,  that 
there  is  great  reason  to  think  they  have  been  put  to  death,  or  at 
least  made  Prisoners.  —  Mr.  Croghan  has  since  settled  the  point 
with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Pitt,  from  whence  he  set  out  the  14th. 

1  February  20,  ante  pp.  587-89. 

2  Not  located. 

3  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment,  who  was  incorrectly 
reported  killed. 
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ulto  for  the  Illenois,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Shawanese, 
Delawares  &c  who  appeared  determined  to  support  him  in 
effecting  his  Journey  to  that  Country.  —  I  shall  send  De  Cou - 
gane 1  my  Interpreter  to  Detroit  &c  to  accompany  the  Indians,  as 
he  is  well  known  to  the  Miamis,  with  whom  he  lived  many  Years, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  proper  you  should  say  some  thing  to  those 
Indians  who  visit  you  agreeable  to  the  Messages  I  have  sent,  and 
to  enlarge  upon  the  present  pacific  disposition  of  all  the  nations 
in  this  quarter,  —  the  regard  the  English  pay  to  their  Treaties, 
—  and  at  the  same  time  their  Resolution  never  more  to  forgive  a 
breach  of  them,  —  the  Absurdity  of  listening  to  reports  spread 
by  bad  interested  Frenchmen,  of  approaching  Succours,  the 
falsity  of  which  they  hav  before  experienced,  —  and  should 
they  still  give  credit  thereto,  their  Ruin  must  be  inevitable,  and 
they  may  find  when  it  is  too  late  that  the  English  have  a  Strong 
Arm,  and  a  Sharp  Ax,  when  provoked,  to  punish  the  guilty.  — 
A  Jealousy  of  one  another  is  a  point  very  necessary  to  inculate,  as 
they  naturally  incline  to  credit  Reports  of  that  tendency,  neither 
will  it  be  amiss  to  set  before  them  the  folly  of  their  becoming  the 
Dupes  of  a  few  Individuals,  which  reflects  on  their  beloved  In- 
dependancy,  —  that  their  Trade  must  Stop  the  moment  Hostili¬ 
ties  are  commenced,  —  that  an  Expedient  is  fallen  upon  to 
prevent  them  from  getting  any  Supplies,  —  and  that  they  must 
never  hereafter  expect  any  Commerce  with  us,  should  they 
commit  any  Hostilities,  but  on  the  contrary,  be  persecuted  so 
long  as  any  of  the  guilty  remained.  —  Your  own  Experience, 
and  Remarks  will  furnish  you  with  many  other  matters  on 
this  Subject,  and  enable  you  to  enlarge  upon  it  as  occasion  re¬ 
quires. 

I  have  some  hopes  that  Mr.  Croghan  may  succeed  in  his 
Designs,  provided  the  Artifices  of  the  French,  and  the  late  Mis¬ 
conduct  of  the  Pennsylvanians  do  not  defeat  them;  —  the  latter 


1  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 


812 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


after  plundering,  and  Destroying  a  Convoy  have  lately  in  a 
licentious  manner  assembled,  marched  out  of  the  bounds  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  began  to  establish  themselves  in  the  Indian 
Country  threatning  to  put  all  Indians  to  Death  whom  they  might 
meet  with.  —  A  Party  of  Cherokees  have  likewise  been  cut  off 
who  was  coming  down  to  Charlestown  with  a  Pass  from  one  in 
authority ;  and  in  short  the  back  Inhabitants  through  mistaken 
Zeal,  or  madness,  are  about  taking  such  Steps,  as  must,  if 
not  timely  prevented,  involve  us  in  a  general  Indian  War,  and 
end  in  the  Destruction  of  the  Frontier.  —  I  am  Sr.  &c  — 

WJ- 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  June  28th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  your  letter  of  the  1  7th.  Ins1.2  since 
writing  my  last  in  which  I  gave  You  an  Acclt.  of  the  approach 
of  Mr.  Perthuis  wA  the  Prisoners.  They  arrived  here  three  days 
ago  and  amount  in  ye.  whole  to  fourteen,  besides  the  Eight  who 
are  daily  expected.  Viz1,  five  Women,  One  Girl,  two  Children, 
Two  Young  Men  &  four  Boys.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  adver¬ 
tise  them  imediately,  but  I  beleive  it  will  be  verry  difficult  to  find 
the  Freinds  of  some  of  them,  as  they  are  ignorant  of  their  own 
Names,  or  former  places  of  abode,  nay  cant  speak  a  word  of 
any  language  but  Indian.  —  One  of  these  delivered  up  is  a 
Deserter  from  the  Jersey  Regiment  5  Years  ago  I  suppose  he 
may  be  allowed  to  return  home,  as  for  Sherlock  &  the  Negroe, 
I  am  assured  by  the  Senecas,  they  fled  to  the  Southward  Several 
Weeks  ago,  on  hearing  they  were  all  to  be  delivered  up,  and 
this  is  likewise  corroborated  by  the  Acctl.  received  from  the  In¬ 
terpreter,  who  made  strict  Enquiry  concerning  them.  So  that 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  p.  795. 
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there  remain  none  among  them  but  the  Eight  whom  they  were 
collecting,  when  the  Interpreter  came  away  for  Elunger,  &  whom 
I  expect  here  in  three  or  four  days. 

The  Six  Nations  are  at  present  in  ye.  utmost  distress,  Chiefly 
from  the  failure  of  their  Crops  of  Indn.  Corn,  this  want  has  ex¬ 
tended  even  to  the  Senecas  who  are  in  the  greatest  necessity. 
Upon  this  occasion  I  have  given  some  Corn  &ca.  to  the  2  Mohawk 
Villages,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  did  we  afford  some  releif  to 
those  who  are  in  the  most  distress  at  this  time,  it  would  appear  to 
be  a  disinterested  Act  of  kindness,  and  might  be  productive  of 
greater  cordiality  between  Us;  but  the  seasonableness  of  this,  I 
submit  to  your  consideration. 

*  (I  have  dismissed  the  Chippawe  Sachims  &  their  Party  well 
pleased,  &  with  several  Belts  &  Messages  from  Myself  to  which 
Gaustarax  the  Seneca  &  the  rest  have  Joined  theirs  recommending 
Peace  to  the  Westeren  Nation,  that  they  should  forthwith  desist 
from  any  hostile  designs,  which  must  end  in  the  distruction  of 
themselves  their  Wives  &  Children,  that  the  rest  of  the  Nations 
were  now  at  Peace,  &  resolved  to  continue  so,  that  therefore 
should  Pondiac  or  any  of  his  Party  persist  they  must  expect 
nothing  but  ruin,  all  which  the  Senecas,  Delawares  &ca.  con¬ 
firmed  by  Belts,  adding  that  should  they  break  out  after  receiv¬ 
ing  this  Message,  they  would  think  themselves  injured,  &  Join 
against  them,  &  the  like  messages  are  to  be  sent  from  everry 
Town  of  the  Six  Nations  thro  which  the  Messingers  pass,  which 
I  hope  will  have  a  proper  effect,  &  Arriye  in  time  at  Detroit,  and 
so  far  as  can  be  judged  of  the  Sentiments  of  Indians,  I  have 
reason  to  think  them  at  present  sincere.)  —  *  The  circumstances 
related  of  L*.  Fraiser’s1  party,  corresponding  so  much  with  the 
time  they  set  out,  their  Number,  &ca.  induces  me  to  fear  they  have 
been  sacraficed,  the  present  conduct  of  the  Shawanese  &ca.  is 

1  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment,  falsely  reported 
killed. 
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however  promising,  and  I  hope  may  prove  a  means  of  Mr.  Crog- 

hans  effecting  his  Designs.  — 

I  am  with  the  utmost  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genl.  Gage  W“.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

June  28th.  1765.  — 
received  July  6th.  — 

Answered  — 

Extract  Sent  to  L'.  Colo°.  Campbell1 
as  marked  between  *  &  thus  * 

TO  WILLIAM  HOWARD 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Capt.  Wm.  How¬ 
ard  Command',  at  Michillimacinac  dated 

Johnson  Hall,  July  2^.,  /  765.  — 

Sir  — 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  4th.  Ulto  by  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Bostwick3  and  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you 
a  satisfactory  answer  on  the  Subject  of  it:  but  from  the  Kings 
late  Instructions,  the  Orders  of  the  American  Governments,  and 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Government  at  home  expressed  in  the  Lords 
of  Trade’s  Plan,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Commander  in  chief, 
which  are  chiefly  founded  on  the  Risques  traders  may  run,  and 
the  Excuses  it  may  furnish  the  Indians  for  complaining  of  Abuses, 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  determine  any  thing  on  that  head. 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7;  the  draft  of  the 
letter,  badly  burned,  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:781-82. 

3  Henry  Bostwick.  Letter  of  June  4,  not  found. 
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and  I  am  sorry  it  is  not,  because  I  know  it  is  very  interesting  to 
ail  Traders.  — At  the  same  time,  I  must  observe  that  the  trade 
I  promised  the  Indians  was  only  to  be  carried  on  at  the  Posts, 
and  I  must  remark  to  you  that  our  Situation,  and  that  of  the 
French  is  materially  different;  the  latter  allowed  an 
to  each  Trader,  because  they  were  pretty  Secure  of  the  Indian’s 
good  will,  and  Friendship,  which  we  cannot  yet  be  supposed  to 
have  absolutely  gained,  and  therefore  as  our  Goods  must  prove 
a  great  temptation  when  in  their  Power,  some  of  their  People 
through  Avarice,  Dislike  to  the  English,  or  at  the  Instigation  of 
some  disaffected  French  may  at  this  time  commit  Depredations 
on  them,  or  even  assault  the  Traders  themselves  which  must  pro¬ 
duce  a  War  between  us  (as  they  seldom  stop  at  one  Crime)  the 
Consequence  of  which  may  be  worse,  and  create  more  Expence 
than  the  Crown  wou’d  chuse  to  risque  on  the  account  of"a  Winters 
trade;  —  And  as  Mr.  Croghan  (my  Deputy)  is  I  hope  now  at 
the  Illenois,  I  expect  our  getting  Possession  there,  will  prove  a 
Bar  to  the  French  engrossing  the  trade,  as  well  as  produce  many 
other  salutary  Effects.  —  It  is  necessary  for  me  likewise  to  give 
you  a  private  Hint  that  the  Traders  at  Michillimacinac  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  almost  French,  there  are  doubtless  some  amongst  them 
who  might  not  make  the  best  use  of  such  an  Indulgence,  and  at 
all  Events  the  next  Pacquet  may  be  expected  to  bring  such  ar¬ 
rangements  as  may  put  it  out  of  the  P ower  of  any  illdisposed 
Persons  to  do  us  mischief.  —  In  the  mam  time  as  you  are  on  the 
spot,  and  can  doubtless  best  Judge  wherein  the  Service  may  be 
immediately  affected,  you  will  Act  for.  the  best,  in  this  I  cannot 
recommend  too  much  Caution  to  you.  I  shall  in  the  mam  time 
write  to  the  General,  and  see  what  can  be  done,  so  that  you  may 
hear  from  that  Quarter,  soon  after  you  receive  this.  —  I  wrote 
to  you  which  I  hope  you  have  recd.  I  have  also  Recd.  a  Letter 
from  yu.  of  the  1  which  my  Hurry  in  settling  Peace 

wth  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  and  Mingoes,  (wA  is  now 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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finished)  has  hitherto  prevented  me  from  Answering  —  I  am  Sr. 

Y ours  &c 
WM.  Johnson 

TO  THE  TRADERS  OF  MICHILIMACKINAC 
Contemporary  Copy1 2 

Copy  of  Sir  William  Johnson’s  Letter  to  the  Traders  at 
Michillimacinac  in  answer  to  their  Remonstrance  dated 

Johnson  Hall,  July  2L,  /  765.  — 

Gentn. 

I  have  received  yours  representing  your  desire  of  Wintering 
among  the  Indians,  and  I  am  sensible  you  wou  d  thereby  have  a 
Chance  of  making  much  Profit.  —  At  the  same  time  I  am  obliged 
to  observe  that  his  Majesty’s  late  Instructions,  the  Steps  taken  by 
the  Governors  in  consequence  thereof,  the  nature  of  your  Permits, 
and  the  Sentiments  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  are  too  powerful 
for  me  to  take  upon  me  the  giving  so  favorable  an  answer  as  I 
cou’d  wish.  —  Their  objections  to  the  carrying  on  the  trade 
otherwise  than  at  the  Posts,  are  founded  on  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Indians  good  Disposition  towards  us,  owing  to  the  machinations 
of  some  ill  disposed  Persons,  so  that,  as  our  Goods  might  (until 
we  obtain  their  Confidence)  prove  an  Irresistable  Temptation  to 
some  Indians,  Robberies,  and  Murders  might  ensue,  wch.  must 
involve  us  in  a  fresh  War,  and  as  my  Depy.  Mr.  Croghan  is 
now,  I  expect,  at  the  Illenois,  and  that  it  is  thought  the  next 
Pacquet  will  bring  over  such  Arrangements  for  my  Department 
as  may  prove  of  high  Importance,  it  is  as  yet  too  nice  a  Point 
for  me  to  determine  upon,  and  accordingly  I  have  wrote  to 
Cap*.  Howard"  (at  the  same  [time]  admitting  such  few  Excep- 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7;  draft,  badly 
mutilated  and  without  date,  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:810. 

2  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1 7th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Michilimackinac. 
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tions,  as  his  present  Situation,  and  knowledge  of  Affairs  will 
enable  him  to  make)  —  Whilst  for  your  better  Information  I 
shall  write  to  the  General,  and  do  all  in  my  power  to  procure  your 
Desire,  which  If  I  can  obtain,  you  will  receive  an  answer  in  a 
very  Short  time,  after  the  Receipt  of  this,  and  I  heartily  wish 
more  remained  in  my  power  to  convince  you  how  much  I  re¬ 
gard  your  Interests,  and  the  Indian  I  rade  I  am,  Gent". 

Yours  &c 
WM.  Johnson 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

A.  D.1 

[Johnson  Hall,  June  21  -July  3,  1 765] 

June  21st.  Kanadagaia,  Laurence  &  Jacob  three  Cheifs  of  the 
lower  Mohawk  Castle,  were  sent  to  let  Sir  Wm.  know  how  they 
suffered  for  ye.  want  of  provs.  having  their  Corn  &ca.  destroyed 
last  Year  by  Worms,  &  the  White  Peoples  Cattle,  entreating 
him  to  take  their  condition  into  consideration,  and  releive  them. 
—  Sir  Wm.  gave  them  the  same  Answer  as  to  the  former,  So 
parted  — 

D°  Die  P  M  Mr.  Perthuis2  ye.  Interpreter  returned  from 
Chenussio,  &  reported  that  he  had  fulfilled  his  Instructions,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  Everry  PrisL  wh.  was  ami  the  Senecas  &ca.  even  ye. 
Children  got  by  ye.  Inds.  wth.  ye.  White  Women  that  they  would 
be  here  in  3  or  4  Days,  [together  ivith]3  as  also  ye.  Shawanese 
&ca.  from  Ohio  wA  whom  he  parted  at  Cayuga.  — 

Saturday  June  22d.  Sir  Wm.  Assembled  the  4  Chippawae 
Cheifs,  also  Gaustarax  Cheif  of  the  Senecas  with  the  rest  of  his 
People  here,  also  the  Delaware  Cheifs  of  Ohio  and  Chenussio, 
wA  some  Mohawks  &  Oneidaes,  &  spoke  to  them  as  follows. 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9. 

2  Louis  Perthuis. 

3  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Bretheren  of  the  Several  Nat5,  now  'pesent. 

Having  Yesterday  Acquainted  You  all  with  ye.  news  wh.  I 
recd.  from  Detroit,  I  now  tell  You  that  I  intend  to  Send  a  Mes¬ 
sage  to  that  turbulent  Fellow  Pondiac  by  our  Bretheren  the 
Chippawaes,  who  have  a  few  days  ago  signified  to  me  their 
good  disposition  towards  Us,  &  their  resolution  of  maintaining 
Peace  with  the  English,  &  of  keeping  the  Communication  to  their 
Country  good  &  open,  so  that  Trade  may  be  carried  on  to  our 
Mutual  advantage,  and  as  I  flatter  myself,  I  can  t  have  a  better 
opertunity  than  by  those  People,  I  expect  that  You  will  Join 
me  therein.  —  My  Message  will  be  no  more  than  this,  to  let  him 
know  my  Surprise  at  his  rash  &  foolish  conduct,  [&  thai  as] 
after  all  the  Nations  in  these  parts  have  made  Peace  with  the 
English  (in  consequence  of  w’1.,  Trade  has  been  opened  for  the 
benifit  of  all  ye.  Indians)  for  him  to  stirr  up  discord,  is  deserving 
the  severest  punishment,  which  he  will  meet  with,  unless  he 
imediately  desists,  &  makes  proper  Submission.  &  I  think  it  is 
yr.  business,  &  that  of  all  Indian  Nations  on  this  Continent  to 
interpose;  &  not  suffer  such  a  Handfull  of  People  Headed  by  a 
Self  willed,  misled  Man  to  set  the  Land,  Lakes,  Rivers  in  a 
worse  tremor,  &  convulsions  than  ever  before,  to  the  ruin  of  other 
Nations,  as  well  as  his. 

A  large  Belt  — 

Bretheren  of  ye.  Chippawae  Nation. 

I  expect  from  the  Solemn  promises  of  freindship  made  to  me 
last  Year  &  now,  that  you  will  exert  yourselves  in  this  affair, 
&  thereby  convince  me  they  were  sincere,  bring  Pondiac  here  to 
me  &  I  will  plainly  point  out  to  him  his  Interest,  &  that  of  his 
Nation,  &  shew  him  how  blind  he  is  to  Suffer  himself  to  be 
directed  &  led  by  the  Nose,  by  a  handfull  of  poor  Ignorant 
People  living  in  so  remote  a  Corner  of  the  Country,  that  they 
can  know  nothing  of  what  passes  in  ye.  World,  therefore  are 
reduced  to  ye.  necessity  of  telling  ye.  Inds.  w‘.  ever  the  Devil 
puts  in  their  Ill  disposed  Heads.  — 


a  Belt  — - 
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The  Several  Nations  having  considered  well  wl.  Sir  W“. 
intended  to  Say  to  Pondiac  &  his  Adherents,  spoke  as  follows  — 

Brother  Gorah  Warraghiiyagey  — 

We  heartily  thank  You  for  communicating  to  us  what  you  in¬ 
tend  saying  to  the  Illinois  Inds.  by  our  Brothers  the  Chippawaes. 
We  much  approve  of  it,  and  desire  to  Join  You  in  it,  as  it  cer¬ 
tainly  will  have  more  weight,  &  we  will  add  to  it,  that  if  they 
persist  in  their  obstinacy  it  will  greatly  displease  all  the  Nations 
here  as  far  as  Canada,  and  they  must  expect  the  consequence 
will  be  bad  for  them.  —  We  being  all  unanimous  now  &  firm 
freinds  to  the  English  insist  on  their  being  so  likewise. 

Sir  Wm.  returned  them  thanks  for  their  so  heartily  Joining  him 
in  the  Message  to  be  sent  to  the  Illinois  Indians  by  the  Chippawae 
Cheifs  &  added  that  he  hoped  it  would  bring  them  foolish  People 
to  a  proper  Sense  of  their  Error  — 

Then  the  Chippawaes  were  called  in  to  the  Council  Room,  & 
the  whole  delivered  them  by  Mr.  De  Coaugne  Ottawawa  Inter¬ 
preter,  &  the  two  Belts  [delivered]  Shewn  them;  wh.  [they] 
are  to  be  carryed  to  Pondiac,  by  One  Oneida,  one  Ondaga,  1 
Cayuga,  One  Seneca,  1  Delaware  &  one  Shawanese  By  the  way 
of  the  Six  Nations,  to  Ohio  &  from  thence  to  the  Twightwees  & 
Pondiac.  —  A  third  Belt  is  to  be  sent  by  the  Onondagaes  to 
take  ye.  Ax  out  of  Pondiacs  Hands.  —  then  a  large  long  String 
of  Wampum  was  delivered  by  Sir  Wm.  to  ye.  Chippawaes  de- 
sireing  them  therewith  to  acquaint  all  their  Nations  of  what  they 
heard  at  this  Meeting,  &  that  if  they  arrived  before  the  Six 
Nations,  they  should  tell  Pondiac  not  to  Stirr  until  ye.  Cheifs  of 
the  Six  Nations  arrived  with  Sir  Wms.  Message  &  theirs.  — 

A  large  bunch  of  Wampum 
to  Wabbicommicot  — 

Then  Wabicommicot  Spoke  on  behalf  of  his  Nation  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

Brother  Johnson 

I  have  with  the  utmost  attention  listened  to  Your  Words  & 
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those  of  the  Six  Nations  &ca.,  and  assure  You  it  gives  me  &  my 
People  ye.  utmost  pleasure  to  find  Everry  thing  so  peaceable  in 
these  parts,  &  so  strict  an  Union  between  You  &  yr.  Bretneren, 
&  I  wish  it  may  ever  last,  for  my  part  I  have  recd.  a  Meddall, 
Colours  &ca.  from  You  last  Year  at  Niagra,  which  binds  me  so 
to  You  y*.  nothing  can  alter  my  resolution,  be  assured  I  shall 
communicate  without  delay  w*.  you  desire  to  ye.  neighbouring 
Nations  also  to  Pondiac,  who  I  think  will  pay  regard  to  what  I 
shall  Say  to  him,  should  he  not  to  Yours.  — 

Then  the  Delaware  Cheif  thanked  Sir  Wm.  &  the  Six  Nations 
for  the  prudent  Step  now  taken  to  Settle  P eace  with  all  the  Na¬ 
tions  yet  in  Arms.  &  said  he  could  now  return  with  an  easy  mind, 
&  light  Heart,  to  his  Country,  where  he  would  (on  his  Arrival) 
use  all  means  in  his  power  to  convince  his  Nation  of  ye.  honest 
Intentions  of  the  English,  &  their  own  Folly.  — 

Thus  Ended  the  Meeting  — 

D°.  Die  a  Seneca  Cheiftain  arrived  with  a  large  bunch  of 
Wampum  from  ye.  Warriors  &  Women  to  assure  me  that  they 
had  but  8  more  Prisrs.  amongst  them  &  that  they  would  bring 
them  down  as  soon  as  possible,  &  begged  Sir  Wm.  would  not 
think  ill  of  their  Staying  after  ye.  rest. 

a  large  bunch  of  Wampum 

Sir  Wm.  went  to  Conajohare  to  Settle  some  Matters  between 
the  Ind5.  of  that  Castle,  also  to  give  them  some  provisions,  as 
they  were  in  the  utmost  want,  also  Sent  a  Message  from  thence 
by  Nickus  to  ye.  Oneidaes  desireing  they  would  have  a  good 
Man  ready  to  go  to  the  Twightie  Country  with  his  Message  to 
Pondiac  &  ye.  dissafected  Nations  in  y*.  Quarter.  He  returned 
ye.  3d.  Day  after  making  everry  thing  easy.  — 

Thursday  27*'1.  June  Sir  Wm.  called  all  ye.  Nations  then  at 
his  House  (Viz*.  Senecas,  Cayugaes,  Mohawks,  Delawares  of 
Ohio  &ca.)  to  attend  the  Ceremony  of  Condolence  which  he 
went  thro  on  the  Death  of  Squashcutter  cheif  Warrior  of  the 
Susquahana  Delawares,  who  dyed  at  his  House  of  the  Small 
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Pox,  after  wh.  Sir  Wm.  desired  they  would  chuse  a  proper  Per¬ 
son  to  Succeed  him.  — 

They  returned  many  thanks  for  ye.  Marks  of  Distinction  & 
freindship  shewn  to  them  on  the  Occasion  &  promised  they  would 
the  next  Day  present  a  proper  Person  of  their  Nation  to  Succeed 
the  Deceased  Squash  Cutter. 

Friday  28th.  —  The  Sachims  of  the  Mohawks  came  to  Sir  Wm. 
&  condoled  the  Death  of  the  Squash  Cutter  in  presence  of  the 
other  Nations,  for  wh.  the  Delawares  returned  many  thanks. 
Then  acquainted  Sir  Wm.  that  they  had  appointed 
in  his  stead,  &  hoped  he  would  approve  of  their  choice,  wh.  Sir 
Wm.  did  &  gave  the  Young  Cheif  a  long  peice  of  admonition, 
then  took  him  by  the  hand,  as  did  all  the  Cheifs  present,  & 
wished  him  long  life  to  Serve  the  King,  &  his  Country;.  — 

D°.  Die  Messrs.  Beekman,  Visger  &ca.  came  &  made  ye. 
following  proposals  to  Sir  Wm.  concerning  the  Kayadarusseras 
Pattent,  Viz1,  that  they  would  be  content  with  Teughtanonda 
Creek  for  their  Westerly  bounds,  a  line  from  thence  to  ye.  Head 
of  Kayadarusseras,  &  would  give  the  Indians  some  Consideration 
in  Money  or  goods  for  ye.  remainder.  —  Sir  Wm.  desired  they 
would  commit  to  writing  their  proposals,  &  that  if  reasonable  he 
would  lay  them  before  the  Mohawks,  &  use  his  endeavours  to 
bring  them  to  a  Settlement  of  the  Affair.  This  they  promised  to 
do  as  soon  as  they  got  to  York.  — 


50  Good  Shirts  — 

20  Coarse  D°.  — 

1 0  pound  of  Virmillion 
1  ps.  of  Aurora  — 

6  ps.  of  Black,  &  blew 
Strowds  — 


Memorandum  June  30th.  1765  — 

1  psi  of  good  Penniston  — 

4  Dozen  of  buckling  Combs  — 

2  Groce  of  Jews  Harps 

1  Hundred  of  Good  Gun 
powder  — 

1  O.  of  Small  Shot,  or  Duck 
D°. 


1  Blank  in  the  manuscript. 
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1  ps.  of  Calicoe  for  Squaws 
Gowns 

1  pound  of  coarsest  White 
thread 

2  pound  of  Coloured  thread 
Sorted 

lOfb.  Verdigrease  in  Lump 
1  M  Needles  — 

40  Gallons  of  Rum  in  Cags  — 

50  Rolls  Gartering  — 

2  Doz:  Common  Razors  — 

1  Doz:  Mens  Strong  Shoes 
1  Doz :  Boys  D°.  diff*.  Sizes 
1  Doz:  of  Coarse  Felt  Hatts 
1  D°.  for  Boys  — 

Saturday  29th.  June  —  Sir  Wm.  delivered  three  Delaware 
Prisoners  (whom  one  of  his  Partys  had  taken  in  ye.  Winter 
1763)  to  their  People,  still  there,  who  returned  many  thanks  for 
the  same,  and  told  Sir  Wm.  that  they  plainly  saw  he  meant  well, 
having  fulfilled  everry  thing  wh.  was  promised  them,  on  his  part. 
—  Sir  Wm.  then  wrote  to  ye.  Officers  Commds.  at  Albany  to 
send  up  the  Seven  Ind\  still  remaining  in  [Albany]  Goal  there, 
in  order  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Delawares  of  Susquahana,  as 
they  have  given  up  wl.  Prisoners  were  amongst  them  &  complyed 
with  everry  thing  demanded  of  them  by  Sir  Wm.  at  the  late 
Treaty.  — 

Wednesday  July  3d.  —  The  Shawanese  &ca.  from  the  Great 
plains  dispatched  three  Messingers  to  acquaint  Sir  Wm.  that 
they  would  be  with  him  this  Day,  &  requested  he  would  Send 
them  some  provisions,  as  they  were  verry  hungry,  having  not 
been  able  to  get  any  thing  from  the  Inhabitants.  —  Sir  Wm.  Sent 
them  some  by  2  Seneca  Indians,  &  ordered  Houses  to  be  built 
for  their  reception.  — 

D°.  Die  —  the  Seneca,  Shawanese  &  Delaware  Deputys 
from  Ohio  Arrived,  Accompanied  by  some  Cheifs  of  Each  of 
the  Six  Nations,  whom  they  desired  to  be  present  at  their  Settle- 


2  Doz.,  Worsted  Caps  — 

1  Groce  of  white  mettal  Coat 
buttons 

1  D°.  of  Yellow  D°.  — 

6  Castor  Hatts  for  Men  — 
Yellow  looping  for  D°. — 

2  pd.  of  powder  &  21b  of 
Stone  blew 

1  punch  Bowl  of  a  Gallon 
2  groce  of  fish  hooks  Sorted — 
1 01b.  brass  Wire  Sorted  — 

1  Rheam  of  good  Writing 
paper 
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ing  Matters  with  Sir  \Vm.  —  on  their  Arrival  the  Several  Nations 
then  Assembled  here,  went  to  their  Encampment  with  two  of 
Sir  Wm3.  Interpreters  namely  Perthuis1  &  Montour,2  &  there 
went  thro  ye.  Ceremony  of  condolence  usual  on  the  like  occasion. 
After  wh.  they  all  Marched  in  order  to  the  Council  Chamber 
where  Sir  Wm.  met  them,  &  after  repremanding  them  for  their 
long  stay,  and  detaining  ye.  other  Nations  so  verry  long  a  time 
at  his  House.  —  The  Shawanese  Cheif  Benavissica  stood  up, 
and  with  his  Calumet  of  Peace  lighted,  held  it  for  Sir  Wm.  to 
Smoak  out  of,  wh.  done,  it  was  handed  round  to  ye.  Several 
Nations  to  do  the  Same,  then  the  Sd.  Speaker  made  many  Apolo- 
gys  for  their  not  coming  sooner,  and  assured  Sir  Wm.  they  now 
came  well  [informed]  disposed  to  make  a  peace,  &  Settle 
all  Matters  with  him,  that  it  gave  them  all  ye.  utmost  pleasure 
to  meet  so  many  Nations  here,  who  might  be  witnesses  of  their 
Sincerity,  &  the  acknowledgements  they  were  now  resolved  to 
make,  for  their  past  behaviour. 

TO  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

Copy 3 

Johnson  Hall  July  5th  1765 

Dear  Sir 

It  is  some  days  since  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  13th 
Ult°.,4  altho  I  could  not  get  time  to  Answer  it  till  now. 

The  Shawanese  Delawares  &  Mingoes  are  arrived  here  in 
order  to  enter  into  a  peace,  the  former  lately  delivered  up  44 
Prisoners  to  Mr  Croghan  Just  before  his  departure  from  Fort 
Pitt  for  the  Illinois,  whither  some  of  each  Nation  have  accom¬ 
panied  him. 

The  Delawares  of  Susquahana,  &  the  Chenussios  have  also  in 
pursuance  of  their  Treaty  in  May  deliver  led]  to  me  25  Pris¬ 
oners  which  remained  in  their  hands  &  I  have  sent  IV abbicomoni- 


1  Louis  Perthuis. 

2  Henry  Montour. 

3  Printed  in  New  York  Historical  Society)  Collections,  1923 ,  pp.  44-45. 

4  Ante  pp.  786-88. 
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cot  the  Chippawae  Cheif  wth  a  party  of  Sd  Nation,  and  an  In¬ 
terpreter  to  ye  Westeren  Na[tions]  with  Belts  from  me,  and 
others  from  all  ye  Inds  in  these  Parts  to  acquaint  them  that 
Peace  being  now  established  here,  whatever  Nation  excites 
fresh  troubles  can  expect  [no]  favour,  &  will  even  be  attacked 
by  the  rest,  this  I  hav[e]  in  my  Message  to  the  Westward 
greatly  enlarged  upon,  &  intimated  the  dislike  the  6  Nations  have 
for  them,  wh  wi[llj  widen  the  breach  between  them,  a  Conduct 
I  always  [  ]  &  on  the  other  hand  I  treat  separately  with 

them,  &  let  th[em]  have  as  little  to  say  with  the  rest  as  possible, 
I  even  make  the  distinction  amongst  the  6  Nations  themselves,  by 
alarming  the  lower  Nations  with  the  ambition  of  the  Senecas.  I 
am  determined  occasionally  to  hold  General  Conferences  to  the 
Westward  as  soon  as  enabled,  whilst  my  Deputys  in  their 
Several  Districts,  treat  w*  each  Nation  separately,  this  System 
supported  by  proper  Persons  to  reside  at  the  principal  Out 
Posts  continually  will  I  hope  be  a  means  of  securing  peace  & 
tranquility. 

I  am  much  oblidged  to  you  for  ye  freindly  Manner  in  which 
you  have  communicated  your  Sentiments  on  these  Subjects,  & 
happy  that  they  agree  so  perfectly  with  my  own. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Att?  Genr1  ye  heads  of  the  charge 
against  Kayadarusseras,  &  desired  his  opinion  which  I  hope 
shortly  to  receive. 

In  my  last1  I  wrote  you  wl  passed  between  Mr  OBrien2  & 
myself  concerning  the  Land,  &  requested  yr  thoughts  thereon,  and 
I  am  extremely  thankfull  to  You  for  the  letter  You  Sent  to 
London,  &  the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched. 

I  shall  send  Mr.  Banyar3  by  this  or  ye  next  Post  my  Certificate 
concerning  the  Grant  at  ye  back  of  the  German  Flatts,  the 
Pattentees  in  taking  up  the  Pattent  left  out  an  Interval  of  7000 
Acres  included  in  ye  Ind"  purchase  &  vested  in  the  Crown,  for 
5000,  of  wL,  Conradt  Frank  &  others  petitioned,  &  the  Pattent 

1  June  20,  1765.  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:772-74. 

2  William  O’Brien. 

3  Goldsbrow  Banyar. 
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is  I  find  to  be  obtained  on  my  Certificate  the  remaining  2000,  I 
could  wish  Cap*  Johnson1  had  for  his  location,  as  no  difficulty 
will  be  raised  by  anybody  here,  &  therefore  I  presume  you  may 
be  able  to  settle  that  Matter,  I  have  accordingly  certified  the 
Vacancy. 

I  am  with  ye  most  perfect  Esteem 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

P.S.  Some  of  ye  People 
concerned  in  ye  Kayadarusseras 
Pattent  have  been  lately  here 
making  proposals  to  little 
purpose,  they  are  to  send 

]  them  in  Writing  from  York 
ADDRESSED : 

The  Honb,e 

Lieu*  Govr  Colden 

TRADERS  AT  MICHILIMACKINAC  TO  WILLIAM  HOWARD 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

Michilimackinac,  July  5,  1765. — 

To  William  Howard  Esqr.  Captain  in 

His  Majestys  1 7  Regiment  Commanding 

at  Michilimackinac 

The  Address  of  the  Traders  at  Michilimackinac 
Sheweth 

That  we  have  very  maturely  Considered  what  you  told  us  yes- 

1  Captain  Guy  Johnson. 

2  In  University  of  Montreal,  Montreal,  Canada;  inclosed  in  Baby 
et  al  to  Johnson,  July  6,  1  7 65.  This  address  makes  intelligible  Johnson’s 
letter  to  the  Traders,  July  2,  1765,  Johnson  Papers,  4:810,  reprinted 
ante  pp.  816-1  7,  and  Johnson  to  Gage,  August  9,  1  765,  Johnson  Papers, 
4:814  and  post  pp.  878-80.  Another  contemporary  copy,  without  sig¬ 
natures,  is  in  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vob  7. 
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terday  respecting  the  necessity  of  Sending  a  Canoe  Express  to 
Sr.  William  Johnson,  in  order  to  obtain  his  permission  to  Winter 
among  the  Savages,  which  we  think  Impossible  for  us  to  Comply 
with,  as  the  Season  is  too  far  advanced  to  Admit  of  it  — 

We  have  already  very  Severely  felt  the  Calamities  of  the  Late 
Indian  War,  in  which  many  of  Us  have  Lost  the  greatest  part 
of  Our  property,  and  now  a  Peace  is  Concluded  and  the  Bonds 
of  Friendship  renewed  and  mutually  interchanged  in  their  Late 
Conferences  with  You,  We  hope  we  shall  not  again  draw  their 
Resentment  upon  us  by  preventing  Traders  going  among  them 
[as  they  have  so  far  singly  desired  it,]1  and  thereby  oblige 
them  to  apply  to  the  French  at  the  Illinois  and  those  who  Come 
up  the  Mississippi  for  their  Necessaries,  who  will  no  doubt  In- 
dusterously  Cultivate  in  them  their  former  Sentiments,  and  prob¬ 
ably  be  the  Real  source  of  another  War.  —  And  those  Nations 
who  are  at  so  great  a  distance  that  they  Cannot  hope  to  Receive 
the  least  Supply  from  them,  must  Consequently  very  soon  be  near 
Starving  with  Hunger,  Many  of  them  having  been  here  and 
Represented  to  You  their  distresses,  beging  Traders  might  be 
allowed  [to  go  among]  them  and  with  those  flattering  hopes 
Relying  on  Your  promises,  Laid  out  the  greatest  part  of  their 
peltry  in  Brandy,  and  are  now  almost  Naked  in  their  Villages 
[&  for  Want  of  proper  necessaries ]  incapable  of  Hunting  in  the 
ensuing  Season.  — 

We  are  notwithstanding  Sir  Convinced  of  Your  good  Inten¬ 
tions,  You  have  already  taken  One  Step  towards  puting  things 
upon  an  Amicable  footing,  but  it  is  of  no  Consequence  making 
a  Peace  with  the  Sioux  &  Chipawas  by  Sending  Goods  among 
them,  and  incuring  the  discontent  of  the  Rest,  which  Certainly 
must  be  the  Case  after  the  Repeated  promises  You  have  made 
of  Sending  Traders  among  them.  — 

We  further  desire  Sir  You  will  Consider  the  Consequences  of 
a  Free  and  open  Trade  with  them,  and  how  essentially  necessary 
it  is  to  the  present  and  future  Support  of  Canada,  who  has  lately 


1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Received  a  most  dreadfull  Shock  by  the  late  Fire  —  A  province 
from  which  the  greatest  advantages  may  accrue  from  a  Settled 
and  well  Regulated  Trade.  It  now  Imports  from  England 
annually  about  £140,000  Sterling  and  if  she  is  deprived  of  so 
great  a  part  of  her  Exports  as  £90,000  which  in  former  Years 
this  Trade  has  produced,  she  must  in  a  short  Time  sink  under 
the  Weight  of  her  distresses,  be  incapable  of  Supporting  her 
Own  Civil  List,  and  become  a  Burthen  to  Our  Mother  Coun¬ 
try.— 

We  therefore  request  Sir  not  only  in  Our  Names,  but  in  the 
Names  of  every  well  wisher  to  this  province  and  his  Country, 
that  you  will  grant  us  the  Liberty  to  Winter  Among  them  which 
[is  the]  in  our  present  Situation  is  the  only  means  we  have  left 
to  Recover  Ourselves  from  Impending  Ruin.  —  And  on  our 
parts  You  may  depend  we  shall  at  all  Times  do  every  thing 
within  the  Compass  of  Our  power  to  bring  the  Indians  to  a  Sence 
of  their  Duty  and  Make  them  Good  Friends  &  allies  to  Our 
Mother  Country. 

Signed 


Howard  Chinn  &  Bostwick 

J.  S.  Goddard 

Benjn.  Frobisher 

Nicholas  Bezze 

J.  Carrignant 

Chabeillet 

Bouillerese 

POULTNEY 

Louis  Chaboulley 

SoLEMON  &  C°. 


Baby 

Marchesseaux 
Le  Due 
I.  B.  Guillion 
Jos.  Caron 
Montron 
Aimable  Auge 
L.  Bisiomette 
Louis  Chevalier 
Leonard  St.  Pierre 
JoiLLIET 
Cardinal 
Boyer 
Bissonette 

SOULLEYNEY 

Petite  Derreoice 
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Capt.  Howard  gave  for  Answer  That  he  was  Sorry  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  give  us  permission,  that  he  had  possitive 
orders  against  it  which  he  showed  Us  &  that  he  did  not  Chuse 
to  Run  the  Risque  of  being  Broke  with  disgrace  for  disobedience 
of  Orders,  but  Recommend  it  to  us  to  send  an  Express  to  Sr.  Wm. 
Johnson  and  that  he  would  write  him  and  say  every  thing  he 
Could  in  our  favour,  that  if  the  Two  permits  he  had  given  already 
were  disagreeable  to  the  Merchants  he  would  Recall  them  and 
not  allow  any  one  to  go  till  the  Express  Returned  — 

after  some  Consultation  we  unanimously  agreed  to  send  Mr. 
Bostwick  and  Monsieur  Gillion  Express  and  desired  he  would 
write  Sr.  William  &  Inclose  him  Our  Address  and  the  following 
Letter1 

INDORSED: 

Mich-.  5  July  1  765 
Copy  of  An  Address  to 
Capt.  Howard  by  the  Merchs. 
with  his  Answer  and 
their  Letter  to  Sir  William 
Johnson  ^  Mr.  Bostwick 
&  Mr.  Gillion  —  Express 

FROM  BABY2 3  ET  AL 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

M ichilimakinac  July  6.  1765 

Sir, 

We  have  at  a  very  great  Expence  brought  up  here  a  great 

1  Baby  et  al  to  Johnson,  July  6,  1765,  post. 

2  Jacques  Duperon  Baby,  a  well-to-do  Frenchman  who  was  interested 
in  the  English  and  who  secretly  furnished  them  with  provisions.  With 
his  family  and  some  of  his  goods  he  came  into  the  fort  at  Detroit,  July  3, 
1  764,  leaving  his  house  and  remaining  goods  to  the  mercy  of  the  Indians. 
As  a  precautionary  measure  the  English  burned  his  house,  August  25, 

1764. 

3  In  University  of  Montreal,  Montreal,  Canada. 
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quantity  of  Goods,  and  to  our  great  disappointment  &  Surprise 
now  find  we  cannot  obtain  permission  to  Winter  among  the 
Savages,  which  will  Inevitably  Involve  distress  on  ourselves  and 
the  province  to  which  we  belong. 

We  have  therefore  presented  Capt.  Howard1  with  an  ad¬ 
dress2  which  he  now  Incloses  you  for  your  perusal,  and  are  Con¬ 
vinced  if  it  was  in  his  power  to  Comply  with  our  request  he  would 
readily  do  it,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  as  he  has  strongly  Recom¬ 
mended  the  affair  to  Your  Consideration,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
Our  saying  any  thing  more  on  the  subject,  than  to  request  You 
will  give  the  Gentlemen  we  send  Express  Your  answer  as  soon 
as  possible  which  in  the  present  Critical  Situation  we  doubt 
not  will  be  favourable.  And  that  we  are  with  the  Utmost 
Respect. 

Sir 

Y our  obedient  &  most  hble.  Servts. 


Signed 


To 


Marchesseaux 
Baby 

Louis  Chevalier 
Benj.  Frobisher 

V. 

For  the  Traders  of  the 
Fort  of  Michilimakinac 


The  Honourable  SlR  WlLLIAM  JOHNSON 
Barronet,  His  Majesty’s  Sole  [Agent] 
Governor  &  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  for  the  Northern  District 

America. 


1  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Michilimackinac. 

2  Traders  of  Michilimackinac  to  William  Howard,  July  5,  1765,  ante. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  July  6th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  received  your  favour  of  the  22d.  Ult0.2  The  Gentlemen  who 
purposed  doing  me  the  favour  of  a  Visit,  are  not  yet  arrived,  I 
shall  be  extremely  glad  to  see  them. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  success  attending  the  Conferences  to 
the  Southward,  a  Quarrel  between  the  Creeks  &  Chactaws 
might  be  of  advantage  to  us,  as  differences  amongst  themselves 
will  always  keep  those  at  variance  from  giving  us  any  trouble, 
so  long  as  such  differences  Subsist.  — 

I  apprehend  that  Mr.  Stuart3  acted  only  on  a  presumption  that 
the  Service  required  the  Appointments  he  made,  the  Lords  of 
Trade  sent  me  a  Copy  of  the  letter  they  wrote  him,  which  gave 
him  no  more  authority  at  that  time  than  I  received.  — 

According  to  the  Plan,  my  Department  was  to  consist  of  three 
Deputys  who  transact  business  under  me,  hold  conferences  &ca. 
Eleven  Commissaries  to  inspect  into  the  Trade,  remedy  abuses, 
&  do  business  w,h.  the  Indians  at  their  respective  out  Posts, 
Eleven  Interpreters,  &  the  same  Number  of  Smiths,  the  latter 
must  give  great  content  to  ye.  Indians,  the  Commissary  &  Inter¬ 
preter  to  reside  entirely  at  each  Post  of  consequence,  can  if  per¬ 
sons  of  some  Capacity  give  a  new  turn  to  Affairs  in  a  little  time, 
&  the  Deputys  each  in  their  District,  are  occasionally  to  inspect 
therin,  to  visit  the  Several  Nations,  &  be  a  Check  upon  the  rest, 
this  once  Settled,  will  I  have  reason  to  think  be  found  a  good  & 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  of  this  letter,  from  a  copy 
made  before  the  Capitol  fire  of  1911,  is  printed  in  Johnson  Papers, 
4:784-86,  under  date  of  July  5.  Since  that  copy  lacks  the  amounts  of 
the  salaries  for  smiths  and  interpreters,  as  also  the  endorsement,  the  letter 
is  printed  here. 

2  Ante  pp.  802-4. 

3  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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advantagious  System,  and  what  is  greatly  wanted  from  ye. 
Extent  of  our  Alliances,  &  of  our  frontiers.  —  Detroit  Seems 
in  an  especial  Manner  to  require  the  appointments  proposed  for 
it,  and  therefore  If  you  approve  it  I  shall  appoint  the  Commis¬ 
sary,  Interpreter,  &  Smith,  as  I  pitched  upon  some  of  the  best 
Persons  I  could  find  for  most  of  ye.  Offices,  that  I  might  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  execute  the  purposes  of  the  Plan  imediately  on  receive- 
ing  farther  Orders.  —  As  the  Constant  residence  &  trouble  will 
require  a  handsome  Sallary  if  the  persons  are  of  any  capacity  or 
consequence,  I  have  therefore  proportioned  the  Sallary  to  the 
business  of  the  Post,  &  recommended  £200  Str§.  Annum  for  a 
Commissary  at  Detroit,  the  Interpreter  at  £80-  &  the  Smith  with 
his  Assistants  at  £90 —  and  I  know  no  persons  of  any  Ability  will 
devote  themselves  to  such  a  Service  &  act  uprightly  on  easier 
Terms,  I  must  beg  your  thoughts  on  this  Subject.  __ 

I  have  had  another  letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  Just  as  his  Setting 
off,  which  came  by  the  Shawanese  &ca.  the  Shawanese  Sent  five 
of  their  Nation  with  great  chearfullness  to  Accompany  him,  de¬ 
livered  up  to  him  44  Prisoners,  &  their  Deputys  consisting  of  the 
first  Men  of  the  Nation  arrived  here  three  days  ago  together 
with  the  Senecas  of  Ohio,  &  several  Delaware  Cheifs,  the  two 
former  to  Subscribe  to  a  Peace,  &  the  latter  to  Strengthen  that 
signed  by  Killhuck  &ca.  I  shall  make  as  Short  work  with  them  as 
possible,  &  Send  them  away  contented  with  ye.  treatment  they 
receive.  The  Shawanese  tho  few  in  Number  have  much  to  Say 
with  the  rest,  &  the  Mingoes  of  Ohio  are  likewise  People  of  much 
Influence.  —  The  War  Belts  sent  to  the  Westward  are  all  to  be 
withdrawn,  as  Persons  are  sent  from  the  different  Nations  for 
that  purpose.  I  Judged  it  best  that  W abbicommicot  &ca.  should 
be  accompanied  by  some  proper  White  Man  on  his  Journey  with 
the  Belts  &  Messages  to  Pondiac  &  the  Westeren  Indians,  I 
have  therefore  sent  Instructions  to  De  Coaugne 1  the  Niagra 
Interpreter  to  go  with  them,  as  he  is  a  faithfull  Man,  and  well 


1  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 
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acquainted  that  way,  having  lived  in  the  Twightee  Country 
ab‘.  1 4  years.  — 

Pondiac  might  certainly  have  been  brought  to  terms  last  Year, 
but  You  know  his  Belt  was  cut  to  peices  which  I  hear  he  highly 
resents,  had  anything  effectual  been  prosecuted  against  him,  the 
Circumstance  of  cutting  the  Belt  would  have  appeared  well 
enough,  but  since  that  was  all  we  did,  he  must  think  little  of  us. 
—  I  did  all  in  my  power  last  year  by  Several  Messages,  to 
convene  as  many  Nations  as  possible,  but  the  Lyes  &  Tales  of 
the  French  &  ye.  approach  of  our  Army  alarmed,  &  prevented 
some  from  Attending,  those  with  whom  I  treated  were  sent  away 
well  satisfied,  &c  have  continued  peaceable  since,  and  the  several 
Appointments  whenever  they  take  place,  if  not  too  late  will  I 
flatter  myself,  not  only  keep  them  so,  but  secure  the  fidelity  of  the 
rest.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
July  6th.  1 765. 
received  July  1  7th. 

Answered  — 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy./.  New  York  July  8th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  28'11.  ulmo.  and  am  very  glad 
to  find  that  all  our  affairs  with  the  Senecas  &ca,  are  in  so  good  a 
way.  Sherlock2  is  a  most  sad  Dog,  it’s  a  pity  he  was  not  taken, 
as  it’s  to  be  feared,  he  will  do  much  mischief  wherever  he  is 
gone. 

The  Relief  you  think  right  to  afford  the  Indians,  in  their 
present  distress  for  provisions  I  shall  concurr  with  you  in,  as  far 
as  I  am  able,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  you  a  letter  to  L*. 
Col°.  Vaughan,3  in  which  I  desire  him  to  afford  assistance  in  this 
respect  to  the  Senacas  —  ^ 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  dated  the 
26th.  of  May  from  Scioto,  in  which  he  says  Lieu*.  Fraser4  had 
passed  that  place  the  6th.  of  April  which  is  all  he  had  heard  of 
him.  If  this  intelligence  proves  true,  the  News  relative  to  Lieu*. 
Fraser  and  his  party  which  came  from  Detroit  must  in  part  be 
false,  and  I  hope  wholly  so.  If  he  left  Scioto  only  the  6th.  of 
April,  he  cou’d  not  well  have  gone  to  the  Ilinois  and  been  burnt 
at  Ouatanon  the  End  of  that  Month,  or  the  5th.  of  May  at  fur¬ 
thest,  for  the  Man  who  is  reported  to  have  brought  the  News 
to  the  Miamie  arrived  there  only  on  the  9th.  of  May.  He  may 
however  have  been  sacrifised,  but  there  must  be  a  mistake  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  related. 

You  will  hear  by  this  Opportunity  from  Mr.  Croghan,  so  I 
need  not  mention  any  further  Articles  of  his  Letter,  only  that  he 
has  confirmed  my  Opinion,  about  the  Twighwees  Pouteatamies 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  A  deserter,  surrendered  by  the  Indians.  See  treaty  of  Aug.  6,  1764, 
Doc.  Ret.  to  Col  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:652. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment. 

4  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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of  S'.  Joseph  &ca,  that  their  Conduct  has  proceeded  from  their 
Jealousy  of  our  Intentions  towards  them,  having  never  sent  to 
them,  or  taken  any  Notice  of  them;  I  write  to  Lieu*.  Col°.  Camp¬ 
bell,1  which  Letter  I  beg  you  to  forward  with  Colonel  Vaughan  s 
to  Fort  Stanwix,  as  soon  as  you  can. 

You  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieu*.  Colonel 
Ried,2 3  and  some  Speeches  with  Indians  at  F ort  Pitt,  concern¬ 
ing  Murders  complained  of  on  both  sides,  Which  is  left  to  you, 
to  be  settled  finally  —  The  Settlers,  at  Red  Stone  Creek  are 


ordered  away. 

Sir  William  Johnson  B'. 


I  am  with  great  Regard 
&c 


INDORSED: 

Sir  William  Johnson  B‘. 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  July  8'L  1765. 


FROM  DANIEL  CLAUS 

A.  L.  S. 

[Montreal,  July  11,  1765] 


]  likewise,  I  took  upon  [  ] 

]  party,  which  they  were  w[ith  ] 

sat]  isfied.  I  find  the  Officers  of  [ 

]  with  a  jealous  Eye  upon  the  Comm[ 

]  overheard  a  Discourse  of  the  kind  [  ] 

[  ]  I  knew  that  such  an  Appointin'.  wo[uld 

]  some  perquisits  Wch.  are  Furrs  that  [ 

]  make  them  presents  off  when  they  speak  to  the  [ 

]  if  coming  to  their  posts.  I  hear  the  Michili  [makinac 
[  ]  sent  an  Express  to  you  for  Leave  to  go  to  the  1  ] 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 

3  Lines  burned  off. 
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]  the  Northward  during  the  Winter  every  body  [  ] 

]  must  starve  at  MichiK  if  they  are  not  allow  [ed 
[  ]  party  of  Chipways  who  are  the  most  activ[e  ] 

[  ]  Michilimc.  made  off  after  that  to  the  Hi  [nois  ] 

[  ]h  they  lost  abf.  50  of  their  Men  by  Sickn[ess 

]med  the  Ilinois  Indns.  so  much,  that  they  d[ecided  ] 
to  lea]ve  their  Country,  and  they  now  are  returned  [  J 
]  Confusion,  being  despised  by  every  one.  — 
Chjipways  of  la  Bay  killed  last  Winter  two[  ] 

]  the  hunt  and  its  thought  a  Quarrel  will  en[sue  ] 
]  the  2  Nations,  as  they  never  liked  one  another  w[ell.  ] 
jadagey  Indn.  coming  from  the  Treaty  at  yr.  hou[se 
reporjted  the  Settling  of  the  Line  by  the  6  Nats.  last  [  ] 

]  reported  here  y*.  they  sold  their  Lands  to  the  King  on  [  ] 

[  ]  up  the  Matter  to  them  as  they  seemed  to  be  unea[sy.  ] 

[  ]  the  Deputies  have  informed  themselves  ab‘.  it  [  ] 

[  ]  they  will  be  ingenious  enough  to  tell  you  [  ] 

]  very  much  from  Going  to  You,  but  I  could  [  ] 

]  them,  and  to  insist  upon  I  apprehend  [  ] 

[  ] 

[  ] 

[  ]  or  Cas[  ] 

]  will  be  the  Means  of  allo[  ] 

[  ]  trict.  —  I  shall  [  ]  either  [  ] 

[  ]  with  Regard  to  his  Stay  here  [  ]  send  [  ] 

[  ]  quaintance  whom  he  visits  after  [  ] 

]  happy  he  was  in  your  Employ,  and  how  [  ] 

]  regard  and  Civilities  to  him,  how  smooth  [  ] 

]  how  open  your  house  was  to  all  Strangers  [  ] 

[  wi]  thout  any,  &ca.  I  could  not  find  he  misrep  [resented] 
[  s]  everal  of  the  Caghnawageys  were  in  my  house  [ 

ar]  rived  and  he  related  every  piece  of  News  imp[ 

]  That  he  is  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his  Nation  [  ] 

[  ]  few  Men  are  otherways,  some  have  the  Art  of  [  ] 
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]  others  not,  perhaps  he  is  possessed  with  a  Sp[  ] 

[  ]  and  cant  avoid  arguing  in  favour  of  his  N  [ation  J 

[  ]  when  on  the  other  hand  he  may  act  differ  [ently  ] 

[  ]  in  particular  as  his  whole  Dependan[ce  ] 

] *.  Fleurimont  who  he  was  to  go  in  partnership  [  ] 

[  ]  returned  at  the  same  time  with  90  packs  of  different  ] 

[  ]  ided  him  for  braking  off  his  partnership  by  [  ] 

m]ade  1000  dollars  this  Summer.  —  I  have  [enclosed  ] 

J  one  Jn°.  Livingston  for  £23  Curry,  of  whom  Mr. 
Scott  had  some  goods  for  [  ] 

Gen1.  Burton.1  Bezzo,  the  Green  Merch'.  spoke  also  to  me 
]  he  had  some  more  certificates  on  the  Garrisons  Acco*.  wcl‘. 
]  the  Gen1.  Gage.  I  hope  you  reced  my  letter  of  the  1 2th. 
]  Col.  Vanderheyden;2  there  is  a  Report  in  Town  that 
]  all  the  people  with  him  are  taken  prisrs.  by  Pondiac. 
I  shall  get  some  Balsam  of  Giliad  for  you  with  [ 

[  ]  illic’t  they  say  there  is  great  Experimts.  made  of  it  in  Ire  [land] 

I  am  with  Duty  and  Respect 

Hon1.  Sir 

Your  most  [  ] 

[  1 

[Dan.  Claus] 


FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.3 


W eoutonon 4  July  I2lh.  1765 


Hond.  Sir 

you  will  No  Doubt  before  this  Rachess  yr.  hands  have  hard 


1  Major  General  Ralph  Burton. 

2  Colonel  David  Van  Der  Heyden  of  the  Albany  county  militia. 

3  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection.  A 
copy  in  William  L.  Clements  Library,  enclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  Aug. 

12,  1764. 

4  Ouiatenon. 
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by  Way  of  New  Orlance  that  I  was  Taken  prisner  att  Breach  of 
Day  ye.  Eighth  of  June  Near  Ouabache  by  a  party  of  Eighty 
Inch  of  ye.  Kickepoues1  &  Musquetaney2 3  Nations  &  plundred  of 
Every  thing  we  had  with  us  they  KilR  two  of  My  Men  &  three 
of  the  Shanna  Deputy s  &  the  Rest  of  us  was  all  Woonded,  att 
this  Time  Some  of  thire  Cheeffs  was  in  Councel  with  Mr.  Sinnott" 
a  Deputy  of  Mr.  Stuerts  and  one  Mr.  La  Gutirce4 5 6  was  Sent 
there  from  New  Orlance  on  the  Same  busness  I  was,  they 
Brought  Me  ferst  to  Port  Vencent  where  I  Meet  Several  of 
ye.  pyankeches"  Nation  of  Indians  w*\  knew  Me  &  Tould  those 
Indians  they  had  Don  Very  Wrong  to  Strike  us  when  they  knew 
Some  of  thire  Cheefs  was  gon  to  the  Ilinioes  to  Meet  Me  there 
&  Desierd  they  woold  Relace  us  they  answerd  thet  thire  father1’ 
had  Given  them  the  hatchett  to  Strike  us  &  they  Could  Nott 
Relace  us  till  they  hard  from  him,  they  then  brought  us  to  this 
post  where  those  Nations  has  a  Large  Vilidge  &  the  Wewaouto- 
nas  Another  ye.  Wewaoutonas  with  whome  I  was  well  aquainted 
Came  to  See  Me  and  Exprest  thire  Disatisfaction  att  Seeing  Me 
A  prisner  and  Spoke  Warmly  to  those  pople  &  Chargd.  them  to 
Take  Greatt  Cair  of  us  Till  all  thire  Cheeffs  Came  from  ye.  Ilinioes 
where  they  Went  to  Meet  Me  after  wh.  they  was  More  Cairfull 
in  Dressing  our  Woonds  &  Much  Civiler  then  before 

on  the  first  of  this  Month  ye.  Cheefs  Return^  from  the  Ilinioes 
and  Inform^.  Me  of  what  past  att  the  Councel  between  Mr. 
Sinnott  &  Mr.  La  Guterce  &  them  by  wh.  I  find  those  Gentle¬ 
men  Meet  with  Greatt  Dificultys  Butt  as  No  Doubt  you  will  be 
Inform^,  by  ye.  Gineral  of  those  Gentlemens  Tranactions  att  that 
Conferance  I  Shall  Say  Nothing  More  att  present  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  I  have  had  Several  Meetings  with  those  Nations  Sence 


1  Kickapoos. 

2  Mascoutins. 

3  Pierce  Acton  Sinnott. 

4  Capt.  Harpain  de  La  Gauterais. 

5  Piankashaws. 

6  The  French  Commander. 
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thire  Return  ye.  Wewaoutonas  and  pyankechess  are  Well  Dis¬ 
posed  to  ye.  English  and  has  offerd.  to  Go  with  Me  to  Fort 
Pitt  &  Condouct  any  Trupes  ye.  Gineral  pleases  to  Send  to  the 
Ilinioes  and,  yesterday  the  Kickepous  &  Musquetomys  aShurd. 
Me  in  presents  of  ye.  other  Nations  that  they  ware  Reconciled  to 
ye.  English  Takeing  posision  of  this  Cuntry  So  that  I  am  pre- 
sweaded  those  four  Nations  will  give  No  Interruption  to  ye. 
Trupes  that  is  to  Come  hear,  tho  its  More  out  of  fear  then  Love 
as  they  have  been  Tought  to  heat  ye.  English  —  tho  itt  was  un¬ 
lucky  My  being  plundred  &  Taken  att  the  Time  I  was  yett  I 
am  Now  of  opinion  itt  will  Turn  out  fer  ye.  Good  of  his  Majestys 
Indian  Intrest,  as  itt  has  brocke  &  Devided  that  Greatt  Confed- 
erice  of  Eighteen  Westren  Nations  which  the  french  has  been  this 
three  years  Indeavoring  to  bring  About  with  Great  pains  & 
Expence  to  opose  our  Geting  posision  of  this  Cuntry,  (and  wh. 
they  only  Affected  this  Last  fall)  the  killing  those  three  Shanna 
Deputys  has  Intierly  broake  up  this  Confedrecie  &  there  is  Noth¬ 
ing  those  Nations  Dread  More  then  a  Warr  with  ye.  Six  Nations 
Dallaways  &  Shannas  wh.  will  be  ye.  Consequence  they 
Came  in  A  body  to  Me  yesterday  &  beggd.  in  the  Most  Sub- 
misiffe  Maner  than  I  wold  give  them  My  Intrest  with  those 
Nations  to  Make  up  the  Affair,  So  that  I  am  perswaded  this 
unluckey  affair  has  been  of  More  Service  then  any  presents  or 
Speechess  I  Could  have  Made  to  them,  one  of  the  Cheefs  of 
the  Wewaoutonas  Informs  Me  that  ye.  potowatomys  and  Cheep- 
ways  of  S'.  Josephs  and  A  Cheeff  of  the  Cheapways  from  Misil- 
amackinac  CalR  Grand  Sota  are  Very  Much  Disafected  and 
Treaten  to  Renew  ye.  Warr,  &  that  they  have  been  Now  att  ye. 
Ilinioes  &  there  Received  privet  presents  from  the  french  & 
Treatens  to  attack  the  fort  att  Misilamackinac  —  he  further  Says 
:he  Tweetwees  att  Miamies  are  Discontented  and  Luck  on  them¬ 
selves  as  Neglected  by  the  English  Butt  he  Says  he  will  under¬ 
take  to  Reconcile  them  as  they  are  a  Tribe  of  his  Confederice 
&  he  has  offerd  his  Services  to  go  to  S'.  Josephs  to  Reconcile 
them  there  which  he  hopes  to  Effect,  this  Cheefe  is  the  first  Man 
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in  his  Nation  &  has  been  with  Me  at  Fort  Pitt  is  well  Disposed 
to  ye.  British  Intrest  and  Much  Regarded  by  the  Several  Na¬ 
tions  hear  So  I  have  Excepted  of  his  offer  &  he  Setts  of  To¬ 
morrow  on  this  Service. 

yesterday  two  frenchmen  Came  heer  from  Mr.  Sh  anges1 
Commanding  offiser  att  the  Ilinioes  with  a  Mesidge  to  ye.  Kicka- 
pous  &  Musquetomys  Nations  to  Desier  them  to  bring  Me  &  My 
pople  to  him  wh.  they  Imedieatly  agreed  to  &  Sett  us  att  Liberty, 
in  two  Days  we  Sett  of  fer  ye.  Ilinioes  in  order  to  Deliver  them 
&  ye.  Nations  there  the  Mesidges  I  was  Chargd.  with  from  the 
Gineral  &  ye.  Nations  from  About  Fort  Pitt  after  wL  I  Shall 
Return  this  Way  to  Detroit  where  all  those  Nations  are  going 
to  Meet  Co11.  Bradstreet  agreeable  to  his  Invetation  Last  fall 
to  them  by  Mr.  Masenvile.  Should  he  Nott  Meet  them  Nor 
Co11.  Campble  have  Instructions  to  Trate  with  them -arid  Make 
presents  as  useal  on  those  ocations  itt  wold  have  been  Better  those 
Mesidges  had  Neever  been  Sent  as  there  is  Nothing  the  Indians 
Can  Bear  Worse  then  Disapointments  of  this  Kind. 

Pondiac  has  Greatt  Sway  AMoungst  those  Nations  and  is  on 
his  Way  hear,  he  Sent  Me  a  Mesidge  by  ye.  frenchmen  that 
Came  hear  yesterday  that  he  wold  be  Glad  to  See  Me  and  that 
if  he  Licked  what  I  had  to  Say  he  wold  Do  Every  thing  in  his 
power  to  Reconcile  all  Nations  to  the  English  as  he  is  an  old 
Aquaintance  of  Mine  I  hope  I  Shall  be  able  to  Setle  Matters 
with  him  on  a  Good  footing 

I  will  Write  to  Co11.  Campble  att  Detroit  Tomorrow  &  Lett 
him  know  ye.  Designs  of  the  S*.  Josephs  Indians  and  other 
Tribes  —  against  Misilamackinac  &  on  My  ARivel  att  ye. 
Ilinioes  I  will  Write  Major  farmer2  what  Temper  I  find  ye. 
Indians  in  there  and  on  My  Return  by  Detroit  I  will  Take  a  fwe 
of  those  Cheeffs  with  Me  to  Fort  Pitt  in  order  to  Conduct  ye 
Trupes  from  thence  Down  to  Relive  ye.  offiser  att  Fort  Chartres 


1  Louis  St.  Ange  de  Bellerive. 

2  Major  Robert  Farmar  of  the  34th  regiment. 
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as  the  Gineral  [ tould ]  Wrote  Me  he  Intended  to  Relive  that 
post  from  fort  Pitt  as  he  Did  Nott  know  when  Major  farmer 
Could  Come  up 

Every  frenchman  in  this  Coleny  Live  by  Trading  with  the 
Indians  &  has  Most  of  them  been  Bread  up  with  them  they  all 
Spake  the  Indian  Langudge  Men  Women  &  Child  Sell  thire 
Goods  att  very  high  prices  &  its  Death  to  them  hear  of  ye. 
English  Coming  heer  they  are  a  More  Savidge  pople  than  ye. 
Indians  if  there  Can  be  any  pople  So,  (Butt  More  of  this  when 
I  have  ye.  plesher  of  Seeing  yr.  honour). 

Mr.  Masinvile  whome  I  Imployd.  to  go  with  Lef1.  Fresor  has 
behave^.  very  well  &  is  one  of  the  honourts  Men  I  have  Meet 
with,  [those  pople  Do  Every  thing  in  thire  power  to  Sperrett 
up  the  Indians  Against  the  English]1 

Plese  to  present  My  Complements  to  ye.  Gentlemen  and 
Ladys  of  yr.  honours  famely  &  Blive  Me  with  Greatt  Esteem  & 
Regard  yr.  honours  Most  humble 

Servant 

To  Geo:  Croghan 

The  Honourable  Sir  William  Johnson  Barrt. 
att  Johnson  Hall 

P.S.  I  Inclose  yr.  honour  the  Copy  of  a  Leter  from  Mr.  Sinnott 
A  Deputy  of  Mr.  Stuarts  by  wh.  att  that  Time  Every  thing  was 
Doutfull  I  had  Dispatched  two  Indians  of  by  Land  the  Day 
before  I  Was  Taken  wh.  aRived  att  ye.  Ilinioes  Dureing  ye.  Time 
of  ye.  Councel  and  Inform*1.  the  Nations  of  ye.  paice  being  Setled 
att  fort  Pitt,  on  which  they  Gave  Mr.  Sinnott  Several  feaverable 
answers  Butt  what  Hapend.  after  I  Can’t  find  out  Butt  Boath 
those  Gentlemen  was  oblidgd.  to  Lave  ye.  place  in  ye.  Night 
the  Setleing  Maters  with  those  Nations  Intierly  Depended  on 
ye.  Maner  ye.  paice  wold  be  Setled  att  Fort  pitt  with  ye.  Shannas 
Dallaways  and  Six  Nations  that  being  Don  &  those  Deputys  be- 


1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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ing  KilR  has  thrown  ye.  F - h  and  Nations  in  the  utmost 

Confusion 

those  Nations  Dread  A  Warr  with  ye.  Six  Nations  Dallaways 
&  Shannas,  So  that  the  Loss  tho  Considerable,  is  Nott  Lost  as  ye. 
axedent  which  a  Company ed  itt  has  brought  those  Nations  to  a 
Reconciliation  throw  Nesesity  better  than  three  Times  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  goods  Given  in  presents  13th.  yesterday  Ten  of  the  prin- 
saple  Tweetwees  Came  heer  from  the  Miamies  to  See  Me  with 
whome  I  have  had  A  Meeting  &  Reconciled  them,  and  ye.  other 
Nations  heer  has  Deliverd  Me  four  Large  Councel  pipes  & 
Beggd.  in  ye.  Most  abject  Maner  forgiveness  &  Requested  I  wold 
give  my  Intrest  with  the  Six  Nations  Dallaways  &  Shannas  to 
Make  up  this  Diferance  &  prevent  a  Warr  with  them  — 

GEORGE  CROGHAN  TO  WILLIAM  MURRAY 

Copy 1 

J Veotonan,2  12th.  July  1765. 

Dr  Sir, 

You  will  no  doubt  have  heard;  before  this  reaches  You,  of 
my  being  taken  Prisoner  and  Plundered,  by  a  Party  of  Eighty 
Indians  of  the  Kickapoo’s,  Musquetomys  Nations,  they  Killed 
two  of  my  Men,  and  three  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Shawnese, 
that  was  with  me.  Their  Village  is  at  this  Post,  where  they 
brought  me,  and  those  with  me;  I  got  the  Stroke  of  a  Hatchet 
on  the  Head,  but  my  Scull  being  pretty  thick,  the  hatchet  would 
not  enter,  so  You  may  See  a  thick  Scull  is  of  Service  on  some 
Occasions. 

I  won’t  trouble  You  with  any  of  my  fatigues  Since  I  have 
been  taken,  I  am  very  hearty  and  well;  Indeed  I  at  first  thought 
it  a  very  unlucky  Accident,  which  made  me  very  grave,  but 
Since  I  came  here,  and  has  been  led  a  little  into  the  mystery  and 

1  Printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  11:58;  inclosed  in  Gage 
to  Johnson,  Aug.  18,  1765. 

2  Ouiatanon,  near  present  Lafayette,  Indiana. 
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Policy  of  the  People  of  this  Country,  I  am  Confident  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  the  best  thing  that  could  have  happened  for  the 
English  Interest. 

You  must  know  that  the  F - h  has  been  this  three  Years 

with  great  pains  &  Expense,  endeavoring  to  make  a  Confederacy 
of  those  Nations  to  oppose  the  English,  and  if  Possible  prevent 
their  taking  Possession  of  this  Country,  last  fall  they  Effected  it, 
and  had  got  18  Nations  agreed  to  oppose  our,  either  coming 

down  or  up  the  River;  the  F - h  was  cocksure  that  the 

Shawnese  and  Delawares,  would  never  make  Peace  with  us, 
so  that  it  was  to  rest  there,  that  the  Settling  matters,  or  Recon¬ 
ciling  those  Nations,  depended  on  Our  having  Settled  a  Peace 
with  the  Shawnese  Delawares  and  Six  Nations  on  Ohio,  which 
I  happily  did  You  Know  before  I  left  Fort  Pitt,  and  had  their 
Deputys  with  me  to  notify  it  to  all  those  Nations,  this  party  fall¬ 
ing  on  us,  and  killing  three  of  the  Deputys  has  entirely  broke  up 

and  divided  this  great  Confederacy,  and  thrown  the  F - h 

into  confusion.  There  is  nothing  those  nations  dread  more  than 
a  War  with  the  Shawnese,  Delawares  and  Six  Nations,  and 
which  will  be  the  Consequence. 

This  fear  has  brought  the  five  Nations  settled  on  this  River 
to  reason,  more  than  if  I  had  given  them  five  times  the  Quantity 
they  robbed  me  off  in  Presents;  They  now  come  and  beg  of  me 
to  pity  them,  their  Women  and  Children,  and  forgive  them,  and 
to  use  my  Interest  with  the  Shawnese  Delewares  and  Six  Nations, 
to  make  up  the  Affair,  they  have  given  me  five  Pipes  of  Peace, 
and  offered  me  their  Services  to  Conduct  any  Troops  from  Fort 
Pitt  to  the  Illinois;  And  in  the  Most  Abject  manner  declared 
they  would  be  for  ever  true  &  Faithfull  Allies  to  his  Majesty  & 
his  Subjects. 

At  the  time  this  happened  Mr.  Sinnott1  a  Deputy  of  Mr. 
Stuarts2  &  One  Mr  La  Gauterais,  a  French  Gentleman,  was  at 


1  P.  A.  Sinott. 

2  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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the  Illinois  with  presents  to  the  Indians  on  the  same  Business 
I  was  Sent  on;  Mr.  Sinnott  wrote  me,  that  the  Indians  after  he 
had  Spoke  to  them,  took  five  days  to  Deliberate,  &  had  made  no 
answer,  that  everything  then  was  Doubtfull,  but  Since  that  I  was 
Informed,  that  two  Indians  which  I  has  Sent  off  by  Land  had 
arrived  there,  and  informed  the  Nations  that  I  had  Settled  matters 
with  the  Shawnese,  Delawares,  and  Six  Nations,  and  that  their 
Deputies  were  coming  with  me,  on  which  they  gave  Mr.  Sinnott 
a  favorable  answer,  however  something  has  happened  since,  for 
it’s  certain  those  Gentlemen  was  obliged  to  make  their  Escape  in 
the  night  from  the  Illinois.  As  I  have  reconciled  those  Nations 
here,  I  go  in  two  days  with  them  to  the  Illinois,  to  deliver  the 
Speeches  I  was  charged  with  from  the  General,  &  hopes  to  be 
able  to  reconcile  the  Nations  there,  who  I  hear  has  only  promised 
to  Mr.  Sinnott,  and  Mr.  La  Gauterais,  to  Suffer  the^English  to 
come  there  on  certain  Conditions. 

I  am,  Sir,  &ca  — 

(Signed)  Geo:  CROGHAN 


INDORSED: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  Depy  Agent  for 
Indian  Affairs  to  Capt.  Murray  of  the  42d.  Regt  Com- 
mnading  at  Fort  Pitt  Dated  Weotonan  12th  July 
1  765  In  Majr  Gen1  Gage’s,  of  the  23d.  Sepr.  1  765. 
Concerning  Indians  Affairs  on  the  Illinois  Inclosure  3. 
in  N°.  2  Bundle  E 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S} 

Johnson  Hall  July  13th.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yr.  letter  of  the  30th. 
Ult°.,2  and  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  Accu.  of  the  Officers  pay 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:778-80. 
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in  my  Department,  with  a  receipt  at  foot,  which  I  hope  will  suf¬ 
fice,  for  as  You  have  observed  it  is  impossible  to  have  Vouchers 
for  one  half  of  such  Sums  from  the  Stations  of  the  Officers  in  my 
Department. 

Several  persons  have  pestered  me,  &  stil  continue  to  do  so,  on 
Acc*.  of  draughts  they  have  accepted  from  Persons  employed  as 
Interpreters  &ca.,  the  like  application  has  been  made  repeatedly 
on  Acctl.  of  Mr.  Croghans  Goods.  I  put  them  off  as  well  as  I  can, 
but  they  are  all  verry  uneasy.  The  Small  Articles,  such  as  W am- 
pum,  Silver  Works  &ca.  were  purchased  of  Feild  as  appears  by 
the  Acclt.  Wh.  amtts.  to  £1  121.8.3  York  Curcy.,  the  rest  or  bulky 
goods  were  from  Smalman1 2  &  C°.  all  these  Affairs  I  presume 
Mr.  Croghan  will  more  particularly  clear  up  on  his  return.  — 

I  am  verry  sensible  in  what  manner  You  are  tyed  down  by  the 
late  orders.  I  have  spoke  on  that  Subject  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
and  I  dare  say  You  have  represented  it  to  the  Ministry  in 
such  a  light  as  may  cause  it  to  be  withdrawn  otherwise  the  Ser¬ 
vice  may  unavoidably  suffer.  — 

I  wish  Mr.  Croghan  may  arrive  safe  at  ye.  Illinois  I  imagine  he 
will  get  there  first  unless  retarded  by  conferences  on  the  Road,  He 
is  a  Man  verry  well  acquainted  w,h.  Indians  &  calculated  to 
please  them,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  answer  the  Trust  you 
reposed  in  him.  I  am  entirely  of  Your  Sentiments  concerning  the 
movement  of  Major  Farmer  from  the  difficultys  he  has  to  en¬ 
counter  in  assending  the  Mississippi  So  that  Should  Mr.  Croghan 
succeed,  100  Men  may  w,h.  safety  move  to  the  Illinois  in  the 
manner  You  propose,  particularly  if  accompanied  by  Traders.  — 

I  am  verry  glad  to  hear  Y ou  have  laid  before  the  Ministry  the 
conduct  of  the  Frontier  People.  I  have  done  the  like  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  &  I  wish  some  Steps  may  be  taken  effectually  to 
Stop  such  Riotous  proceedings,  otherwise  We  need  not  expect 

1  Thomas  Smallman,  trader. 

2  Major  Robert  Farmar  of  the  34th  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 
Chartres. 
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much  Success  from  Negotiations.  Indiscretion  (to  call  it  by  no 
worse  name)  may  in  one  Hour  destroy  the  labour  of  many 
Months.  — 

I  have  made  a  Speech  to  the  Shawanese  &ca.  two  Days  ago,  & 
received  a  verry  favourable  answer.  This  Day,  they  are  to  sign 
the  Treaty,  which  I  shall  be  able  to  transmit  You  the  next 
Post.  —  ,J  r 

I  have  directed  Mr.  Wra.  Darlington  who  does  my  business  at 
New  York  to  wait  upon  You  in  order  to  receive  the  amount  of 
the  enclosed  Accft.  I  apprehend  this  will  answer  the  same  pur¬ 
pose  as  if  I  drew  upon  You  in  form,  &  therefore  I  beg  the  favour 
of  Y ou  to  pay  it  to  him.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

Y our  most  Obedient 

His  Excellency  &  most  Humble  Servant 

Genrl.  Gage  Wm.  Johnson 

indorsed: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
July  13*.  1765. 
received  July  24th. 
answered 

GEORGE  CROGHAN  TO  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Ouiatonan ,2  July  13,  1765. 

DR.  Sr. 

You  will  have  heard  from  the  Six  Nations  that  made  their 
escape  of  my  being  taken  Prisoner,  and  plundered  by  a  party 
of  the  Kecapoes,  and  Musquetons  Nations,  eighty  in  number  on 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7.  Copy  inclosed  in 
McKee  to  Johnson,  August  2,  1  765. 

2  Near  present  Lafayette,  Indiana. 
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the  8th.  of  June  at  day  break;  they  killed  two  of  my  men,  and 
three  of  the  Shawanese  Deputies.  —  the  Big  hole,  W appecopa, 
and  another  that  spoke  a  little  English  called  John,  and  wounded 
NemTvhoa  in  the  Thigh.  —  Smallman,1  and  I  are  wounded, 
but  are  now  very  well,  they  made  Nemwhoa,  Loawaghua,  and 
a  Delaware  woman,  Prisoners  with  us,  but  afterwards  set  them  at 
liberty ;  —  the  Bigholes  Son,  and  W agwethy  I  had  sent  the  day 
before  to  the  Illenois  from  the  Ouabache  with  an  account  of  my 
being  come  there.  —  This  Party  brought  me  to  this  Post,  where 
they  have  a  Village,  and  since  the  return  of  of  some  of  their 
Chiefs  from  the  Illenois  where  they  had  gone  to  meet  me,  I  have 
had  sev1.  Meetings  with  them.  —  At  first  I  thought  this  Affair 
would  prove  very  unlucky,  but  am  now  persuaded  it  will  turn 
out  well,  for  the  Good  of  his  Majesty’s  interest,  for  there  is 
nothing  these  Nations  dread  More  than  a  War  with  the  Six 
Nations,  Delawares,  and  Shawanese,  which  they  fear  will  be  the 
consequences  of  their  rashness,  they  now  beg  of  me  in  the 
most  abject  manner  for  forgiveness,  and  yesterday  delivered  me  in 
Council,  four  Council  Pipes,  requesting  that  I  would  send  them 
to  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  and  Six  Nations  with  the  inclosed 
Speeches,  and  use  my  interest  with  those  Nations  for  a  Recon¬ 
ciliation,  and  that  they  would  become,2  and  faithful  Allies  to 
the  King,  and  his  Subjects,  and  have  offered  to  go  with  me  to 
Fort  Pit,  and  conduct  the  Troops  to  the  Illenois.  —  There  are 
five  Nations  living  on  this  River,  the  Ouiaitonans,  Piankasharvs, 
TrvightWees,  Kecapoes,  and  Musquetons,  all  which  are  now 
well  reconciled  to  us,  more  thro,  fear  than  Love,  as  they  have 
been  taught  to  hate  the  English.  —  I  set  off  in  two  days  for  the 
Illenois  to  treat  with  the  Indians  there,  and  hope  to  settle  matters 
with  them,  as  their  Chiefs  go  with  me.  —  At  the  time  I  was 
taken,  there  was  one  Mr.  Sinnot3  a  Deputy  of  Mr.  Stuart’s,4 

1  Thomas  Smallman,  trader. 

2  Word  omitted  here. 

3  P.  A.  Sinnott. 

4  John  Stuart,  Southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 
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and  one  Mr.  Laggutere1  at  the  Illenois,  on  the  same  business 
I  was  going  on.  I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sinnot  since  I  came  here, 
and  before  he  knew  of  my  being  Prisoner,  at  that  time  he  wrote 
me  every  thing  was  doubtful,  but  since  I  heard  from  the  Chiefs 
who  are  there,  they  made  him  a  favorable  answer,  as  soon  as  the 
two  Shawanese  which  I  sent  from  the  Oubache  arrived  there: 
but  something  happened  since  which  I  can’t  learn,  for  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  those  Gentlemen  have  been  obliged  to  make  their  es¬ 
cape  by  night  from  the  Illenois.  —  I  send  these  four  Pipes,  and 
the  Speeches  to  you  by  Cornelius  the  Delaware  Indian,  and  desire 
you  will  deliver  them  to  some  Chief  of  the  Shawanese,  explain¬ 
ing  the  Speeches  to  him,  —  and  if  none  there,  Send  them  that 
they  may  be  delivered  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Nations,  &  Dela¬ 
wares,  and  Six  Nations,  —  it  will  be  proper  the  Shawanese  have 
them  first,  as  their  People  were  killed,  and  let  them  acquaint  the 
other  Nations:  —  and  keep  a  Copy  of  the  Speeches  yourself,  in 
order  to  acquaint  the  other  nations,  when  you  have  Opportunity. 
If  you  find  the  Shawanase  disposed  to  make  War  on  these 
People,  I  wou’d  have  you  dissuade  them  from  it  ’till  their 
People  that  are  here  return  with  us.  — 

AN  INDIAN  CONGRESS 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

[Ouiatonan,  July  13,  1765] 

At  a  Meeting  with  the  Chiefs,  and  Principal  Warriors  of  the 
Ouiatonans,  Kecopoes,  Mascoutens,  arid  OttaWas  held  at  Ouiat¬ 
onan  July  the  13th.  1  765.  — 

Present  George  Croghan  Esqr.  Depy.  Agh  to  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Wolf  a  Kecopoe  chief  addressed  the  several  Nations  as 
follows  —  viz*. 


1  Capt.  Harpain  de  La  Gauterais. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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Brethren.  —  Shawanese,  Delawares,  &  Six  Nations.  — 

It  looks  as  if  the  great  Spirit  had  permitted  this  unfortunate 
Difference  to  happen;  and  we  now  beg  that  you  will  listen  to 
what  we  are  going  to  say  to  you,  and  that  you  will  have  pity  on 
us.  We  are  your  younger  Brothers,  and  never  had  much 
Sense.  —  We  the  Mascoutens,  Keckopes  &  Ouiatonons  had  a 
Pipe  of  Peace  which  we  all  used  to  Smoke  out  of  with  our 
Brethren  of  all  Nations.  —  this  Pipe  we  have  now  broke  by  the 
Action  we  have  now  committed,  and  we  have  now  sent  for 
another  for  you  to  smoke  out  of  in  Peace.  —  We  have  smoked 
out  of  it,  and  request  you  will  do  the  same.  —  Our  Fathers, 
the  French  have  always  had  Pity  on  us,  our  Women,  and 
Children,  and  we  hear  now  that  he  intends  to  help  us  to  settle  this 
unhappy  Difference,  that  we  may  once  more  see  the  Shunshine 
on  us  in  Peace.  — 

A  Pipe.  — 

Brethn. 

In  breaking  our  Pipe  of  Peace,  we  hurt  our  own  heads  very 
much,  and  we  now  send  you  this  Pipe  in  place  to  smoke  out  of 
it,  and  desire  you  will  have  pity  on  us,  and  make  up  this  differ¬ 
ence  that  our  Women,  and  Children  may  live  in  Peace.  —  We 
assure  you  that  when  we  struck  you,  the  Hatchet  turned  in  our 
hand,  &  that  since,  we  have  repented  very  much  what  we  have 
done.  —  Brethren  —  in  striking  you,  we  have  struck  ourselves, 
and  the  reason  we  don’t  go  to  beg  forgiveness  of  you  directly,  is, 
that  our  Fathers,  the  French  have  called  us  to  him,  and  promise 
to  help  us  to  settle  this  unhappy  Difference  with  you. 

A  Pipe.  — 

The  Count  Ouiatonon,  Chief  Speaker  addressed  himself  to 
the  English,  and  desired  the  other  Nations  to  listen  to  him  — 

Brethren. 

This  Pipe  which  you  have  smoked  out  of,  is  for  the  Shawanese, 
Delawares,  &  Six  Nations.  —  our  Fathers,  the  French  have 
always  had  pity  on  us,  &  say  they  will  have  pity  on  us  now,  and 
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help  to  settle  this  difference  that  our  Brethren  here  have  brought 
us  into  (meaning  the  Kecapoes,  and  M ascoutones) .  —  for  this 
reason,  I  send  my  Pipe  for  those  Nations  to  smoke  out  of,  as  I 
want  much  to  promote  the  good  Work  of  Peace  between  all 
Nations.  —  Brother,  the  King,  your  Master,  over  the  Great  Lake 
has  ordered  you  to  come  to  this  Country  to  promote  Peace  with 
all  Nations.  I  have  known  you  a  long  time,  and  I  know  your 
heart  is  good,  —  I  desire  you  will  on  this  Occasion  use  your 
interest  with  the  said  Nations  to  settle  this  difference,  as  I  know 
you  have  it  in  your  power.  — 

Brethren,  the  Shawanese,  and  Delawares  &  Six  Nations.  — 

I  am  very  sorry  for  what  the  Kecopoes,  and  Mascoutens  have 
done,  and  beg  you  may  listen  to  their  Requests,  and  have  pity  on 
them  their  Women,  and  Children.  You  always  say  you  love 
Peace.  I  send  you  this  Pipe  to  smoke  out  of,  and  desire  you  will 
forgive  those  People’s  folly.  — 

A  Pipe  — 

Breth".  the  Shawanese  Delawares,  and  Six  Nations.  — 

We  are  very  Sorry  for  what  is  done  —  we  beg  you  may  pity 
us,  our  Women,  &  Children,  and  forgive  what  is  past,  and  desire 
you  to  smoke  out  of  this  Pipe  with  a  good  heart,  well  inclined 
to  peace  &  tranquility.  We  know  you  have  suffered  a  Loss  in 
having  your  People  killed;  —  but  we  send  this  Pipe  for  the  liv¬ 
ing  &  dead  to  smoke  out  of  it.  — 

A  Pipe  — 

The  several  Nations  then  addressed  the  English  as  follows.  — 
Brethren  — 

We  the  Mascoutens,  Kecapoes,  Ouiatonons,  Oltaivas,  Piank- 
ashaws  &  TroightiCees  are  very  Sorry  and  afflicted  to  the  heart 
for  what  we  have  done.  —  \^e,  and  all  other  Nations  of  Red 
People  in  this  Country  are  but  few  in  number,  to  what  you  two 
White  Nations  (English,  and  French,)  are,  who  fill  many  Coun¬ 
tries.  —  Brother,  we  now  beg  you  will  pity  our  folly,  and  like- 
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wise  use  your  Influence  with  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  and 
the  Six  Nations  to  settle  this  unhappy  Difference  between  us.  — 
We  know  you  have  it  in  your  power,  if  you  please.  Our  father 
the  French  have  always  succeeded  when  he  undertook  to  Settle 
any  Differences  between  the  Nations,  and  we  know  you  have  as 
much  power  as  they,  and  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  us,  our  Women, 
and  Children. — 

Brethren  —  The  Great  Spirit  who  made  all  things  made  you, 
and  the  French  first,  and  us  after,  so  that  we  are  your  Younger 
Brethren.  —  ’Tis  you,  Brethren,  and  the  French  who  made  this 
last  War  in  this  Country;  —  and  when  every  thing  was  likely 
to  go  well,  and  was  made  up  between  us,  the  Rvil  Spirit  tempted 
us  to  do  this  wicked  Action  in  killing,  and  Robbing  our  Brethren, 

—  and  we  once  more  desire  that  you  will  have  pity  on  us.  — 

Brethren  —  the  French,  and  You  are  now  all  as  one  People, 

—  and  as  you  have  always  promoted  the  good  Work  of  Peace, 
we  desire  in  the  name  of  all  our  Tribes  that  you  may  now  do  the 
same  on  this  pressing  Occasion. 

They  then  addressed  the  French  — 

Fathers  — 

You  always  have  had  us  under  your  Care,  and  we  have 
always  done  whatsoever  you  desired  us  to  do.  —  You  know 
what  we  have  done  now.  it  is  a  very  bad  Action,  and  we  desire 
that  you  will  be  assisting  to  us  in  making  up  this  Difference.  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


Ne Tv  York  July  13th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  a  Letter  from  Detroit  of  which  I  inclose 
you  some  Extracts  relative  to  the  Disposition  of  some  of  the 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 
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Indian  Nations  there,  which  does  not  at  all  agree  with  what  Mr. 
Croghan  wrote  from  Scioto,  that  the  Ottawas,  Miamie’s  and 
Poutacamies  of  S'.  Joseph  were  to  meet  him.  The  Belts  which 
Colonel  Campbell1  says  were  sent  back  by  the  Miamies  were 
sent  them  by  the  Colonel  and  Chippewas  to  demand  a  Prisoner 
of  the  17th.  Reg1.  The  Poutacamies  have  given  up  a  Prisoner, 
but  for  what  Reason  the  Colonel  refused  them  Admittance  into 
the  Fort,  he  does  not  tell  us,  or  how  the  Two  Hostages  made 
their  Escape.  I  hope  those  Nations  will  receive  the  Message 
which  You  tell  Me  the  Seneca’s  &c  were  to  send  them  before 
any  great  Mischief  happens.  Tho’  I  am  not  very  apt  to  believe 
that  Pondiac  is  to  do  such  mighty  things  as  the  Colonel  is  told; 
something  may  be  done,  which  may  render  an  Accomodation 
difficult.  I  have  inclosed  already  Extracts  of  Mr.  Croghan  s 
Letter  to  Lieu*.  Colonel  Campbell,  and  had  before  told  him  my 
Opinion  of  the  Reasons  which  made  the  Nations  in  Question  so 
Discontented,  which  Mr.  Croghan’s  Letter  Confirms,  and  You 
tell  Me  that  You  have  wrote  Him  some  Advice  relative  to  His 
Conduct.  I  therefore  can’t  think  of  any  thing  further  to  say  to 
Him.  if  You  can,  I  wish  You  would  take  the  trouble  to  do  it;  a 
little  Time  must  bring  Matters  to  an  Issue. 


Sir  William  Johnson  Bar1. 


I  Am  with  great  Regard. 

Dear  Sir, 

&ca 


INDORSED : 

Copy./  To 

Sir  William  Johnson  Bar*. 

Johnson  Hall. 

New  York  July  13th.  1765. — 

Lieu*.  Swords. 

Inclosing  some  Extracts  of  a  Letter 
from  Detroit.  — 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 


852  Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 

MEETING  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  KAYADEROSSERAS  PATENT 

Contemporary  Copy 

[Brocks,  July  14,  1765 ] 


Prts 
] echer 

] 

] 

] 

] 


Benjamin  Kissam 
John  Morin  Scot 
John  Bard 
Thomas  Clarke 
Cornelius  Tiebout 
John  Leake 


[  M]r.  Beekman’s  Report  of  a  Conference  he  lately  [ 

[  Sir  William]  Johnson  relative  to  an  accomodation  of  the  [  ] 

]  the  Indians  concerning  the  Bounderies  of  the  Pate[nt  ] 
[]  posed  whether  it  would  not  be  best  for  Peace  Sake  to  ced[e] 
[]t  of  the  Land  as  lies  to  the  Westward  of  a  Line  from  Teou 
[chtenondo] 

Kill  to  [  ]  of  the  westermost  Head  of  Kayaderosorus  Ki[ll  ] 
[  ]  opposite  to  that  part  of  the  Kill  at  forty  chains  to  the 

]  west  bank  of  Tiouchtenondo  Kill  and  if  that  Creek  [  ] 

[  ]  d  at  such  Line  then  to  leave  to  Kayaderosorus  [ 

[  ]  of  the  creek  and  the  Lands  west  of  it,  within  Forty  [  ] 

]  bank  thereof,  whereupon  it  was  put  to  Vote  [ 

]  agreed  That  the  Committee  do  make  such  Proposal  [ 

]  and  carry  the  same  into  Execution  as  soon  as  m  [ 

]  ent ;  provided  that  an  amicable  Settlement  can  be  [ 

[  ]  with  the  Indians  — 

True  Copy 
Exd.  by 

Benjn.  Kissam 


1  Names  burned  off. 
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FROM  RICHARD  SHUCKBURGH 
Copy 1 

Detroit  14th  July  1765 
Sir 

We  have  had  two  very  plausible  Accts  of  Col°.  Crogan  s 
being  assasinated  on  the  Ohio.  I  say  Assasinated  because  we  had 
an  Acc*  Six  Weeks  or  two  Months  agoe  that  he  was  burnt 
wth  his  Retinue  Maisonville  &  the  Wiandot  wch  were  with  him. 
so  that  it  looks  as  tho’  it  was  determin’d  Mr  Crogan  shou  d  be 
put  out  of  the  way  &  that  there  shoud  be  no  Mediator  between  us 
&  the  Western  Inds  or  any  Negotiations  carried  on  to  Effect, 
one  of  the  Accts  say  that  Mr  Crogan  is  not  kill  d  but  oblig  d  to 
Return  after  being  Plunder’d  of  his  Wampum  Belts  Goods  &c. 
&  some  of  his  suite  kill’d,  from  thence  I  am  yet  in  hopes  it  may 
not  be  true  poor  Dr  Antony2  who  was  w1*1  him  I  hope  was  not 
among  the  Unfortunate,  this  comes  by  Mr  Meldron  who  has 
promis’d  to  deliver  it.  You’ll  have  a  more  particular  Acc*  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Ind5  up  this  way  from  the  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  Posts  but  I  must  observe  that  in  general  they  are  mighty 
desirous  of  Trade  &  condemn  those  who  are  for  continuing 
hostilites.  to  wch  they  are  set  on  (tis  past  all  doubt)  by  the 
Malignants  here  &  the  Renegado  french  who  are  settled  among 
them  and  are  continually  blowing  lyes  in  their  ears  to  keep  up 
their  animosity  agst  the  English  in  order  to  Engross  the  Trade  & 
in  short  all  Indn  Management,  wch  they  have  hinted  by  their 
behaviour,  cannot  be  carried  on  without  them,  we  have  some 
Accts  of  the  Illinois  Country  being  taken  Possession  off  by  some 
English  Troops,  if  so  it  will  in  a  great  Measure  frustrate  the 
wicked  attempts  of  the  People  here  from  setting  up  every  Nation 
of  Inds  agst.  us  I’m  inform’d  the  People  of  Illinois  are  more  man- 

1  In  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  10:520-21.  Copied  by  C.  E.  Carter 
from  the  manuscript  before  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar, 

p.  276. 

2  Dr.  George  Christian  Anthon,  also  called  Dr.  Antoine. 
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ageable  than  those  of  this  place  who  are  inflexibly  Bad.  I  hope 
by  that  time  this  reaches  you  the  April  Mail  will  be  arriv’d  when 
youll  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  how  you  have  succeeded 
in  your  kind  intentions  to  me. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  Will™,  your  Ob'  &  humble  Serv* 

Rd  Shuckburgh 


ADDRESSED : 

To  Sir  Willm  Johnson  Bart. 

att  Johnson  Hall 
‘p  favr  of  Mr  Meldron 
Albany 


INDORSED: 

Detroit  14th  July  1765 
Doctor  Shuckburghs  Letter 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Detroit  1 5th.  July  1765 
Sir 

(a  Coppy) 

On  the  13th.  I[n]stant  I  received  the  following  Intelligence 
from  an  Ottowa  Indian  of  the  Rochedebout  Village  on  the 
Miami  River,  who  told  that  he  had  been  Informed  by  an  Indian 
that  came  lately  from  Ouiattonon,  that  Mr.  Croghan  and  the 
People  that  were  with  him,  were  Attacked  by  a  Party  of  the 
Kikkapus  near  the  Wabach,  that  two  Englishmen,  two  Chiefs 
of  the  Shawanese  &  a  Huron  Squaw  were  Killed,  that  the  rest 
were  taken  prisoners  &  tied  (amongst  whom  was  Croghan) 
that  then  a  War  Chief  of  the  Shawanese  who  was  one  of  the 
Prisoners  spoak,  and  asked  what  reason  they  had  for  Killing  his 
People,  who  were  going  to  Establish  Peace  and  Tranquility 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  Aug. 

15,  1765. 
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amongst  them  and  the  other  Nations  towards  the  Illinois,  they 
answer’d  it  was  owing  to  Mistake,  that  they  took  them  for  Flatt- 
heads  going  with  the  English  on  a  bad  Errand,  that  they  then 
untied  them,  and  told  them  they  were  at  liberty  to  go  where  they 
pleased,  at  the  same  time  Offered  them,  the  ten  Belts  of  Wampum 
they  had  taken  from  them,  which  the  said  Chief  refused  to 
Accept  of,  and  told  them  they  might  keep  them  with  the  Scalps 
they  had  taken,  and  then  Advised  Mr.  Croghan  to  return  im¬ 
mediately  with  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Party  to  acquaint  the 
Shawanese  &  Delawares  what  had  happened  to  them,  who  will 
soon  revenge  the  Injury  done  them  on  the  Offenders,  and  Accord¬ 
ingly  they  sett  off  immediately  up  the  Ohio,  if  the  above  informa¬ 
tion  be  true,  You  undoubtedly  must  hear  of  it,  before  this  can 
reach  You.  — 

The  Evening  of  the  said  Day  the  Hurons  of  this  Place,  came 
over  to  me,  and  said  they  were  sorry  they  had  bad  News  to  tell 
me,  which  they  had  just  then  received  from  a  Messenger  sent 
them  by  the  Wiendots  of  San  Duskie,  who  informed  them,  that 
Mr.  Croghan  and  his  Party  were  Attacked  in  their  Boats  in  the 
Ohio  River  a  little  way  above  where  the  Wabach  joins  the 
Ohio,  by  the  Kikkapus  and  other  Tribes  of  that  Nation,  that 
Mr.  Croghan  &  his  Party  (consisting  of  Ten  in  Number)  were 
killed,  Except  one  chief  of  the  Shawanese  that  was  Wounded 
thro’  both  his  Thighs,  who  asked  them  the  reason  they  did  not 
Scalp  the  Indians  they  Killed,  as  they  did  the  white  People, 
Answered,  that  they  never  intended  to  kill  any  of  the  Indians 
only  the  white  People,  and  that  they  were  Extreamly  sorry  for 
their  Mistake  of  Killing  the  Indians;  the  Messenger  further  told 
them,  that  he  got  this  Intelligence  from  one  Bari  a  french  man 
that  come  lately  from  Ouiattonon,  who  had  been  there,  when  the 
Kikkapus  &ca  returned  thither  with  the  Scalps,  and  that  they 
shewed  him  in  Particular  Mr.  Croghans  Scalp,  and  told  also  that 
they  were  Loaded  with  Plunder  taken  in  that  Affair.  I  hope 
this  Account  is  not  true.  I  expect  in  a  few  days  to  hear  further 
Accounts  concerning  this  Affair  by  a  French  Man  Expected 
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from  Sanduskie.  —  Youl  see  by  Cap'.  Howards1  Letter  that 
the  Accounts  from  Michilimackanak  are  very  good.  —  I  hope 
it  may  prove  true  that  two  Hundred  English  are  Arrived  at 
Fort  Charters.  I  am  with  Much  Esteem 

Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 
&  Most  humble  servant 

John  Campbell 


indorsed  : 

Copy  of  Lh  Col.  Campbells 
Letter  to  Sr.  W.  Johnson,  dated 
Detroit  15  th.  July  1765  — 


FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  Df.  S.2 

Lebanon  17.  July.  1765. 
Sir 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency 

The  inclosed  Letter3  from  the  Comitty  of  the  Board  of  Cor- 
rispondents  informs  you  of  the  Design  of  an  application  Home  for 
the  Settlement  and  Furtherance  of  this  Indian  School.  Your 
Excellency’s  Advice  Will  be  of  great  Weight  in  our  Determina¬ 
tion  as  to  the  Place  to  fix  the  school.  GovernL  Wentworth1 
[has]  offerd  me  a  Tract  [of  Land ]  if  I  would  fix  it  in  the 
Western  part  of  that  Province.  ’  Large  Subscriptions  may  be 
Obtained  to  Settle  it  on  Kennebec  River,  a  £1000  L.  M.  is 
Subscribed  to  Settle  it  in  the  first  Society  in  Hebron.  &  £600  to 
continue,  &  fix  it  in  this  Parish,  but  as  it  is  An  Affair  of  Such 
Importance  to  the  Tribes  under  Your  Care,  and  Your  Connec- 
- 1 - 

1  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Michilimackinac. 

2  In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 

3  An  undated  letter  following. 

4  Benning  Wentworth,  governor  of  New  Hampshire. 

8  New  Hampshire. 
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tion  therewith  will  Necessarily  be  Such,  and  Your  Acquaintance 
With  the  Affair,  And  Ability  to  Advise  us  there  in  Superior  to 
any  other  Man’s  We  [judge  it  Neither  Modest]1  thought  that 
due  Defference  and  Respect  to  Your  Person  and  Character 
as  Well  as  the  Benefit  of  your  Council  and  Instruction  (Which 
We  so  much  need  in  the  Affair)  require  Such  an  Application  to 
You  for  your  approbation  Friendship  and  Assistance  therein. 

And  notwithstanding  [the  Many]  discouragments  in  our  Way 
Which  Arise  in  part  at  least  from  party  Spirit  &  Biggotry,  it  is 
yet  thought  &  yf.  by  Gentlemen  of  P enetration  that  the  Schools 
having  the  Countenance  &  Patronage  of  So  many  of  the  Peers  of 
ye.  Kingdom  &  em'.  Gentn.  of  Character;  The  Success  of  the 
Undertaking  hitherto;  and  the  fair  Prospect  at  present  [that  of 
the  Crown]  of  the  Growth  &  Success  of  it  and  that  his  Majesty  s 
Crown  May  be  Greatly  benefited  thereby  &c  are  Reasons  Suffi¬ 
cient  to  justify  us  in  a  humble  Application  for  the  Royal  Favour. 
— And  as  Your  Excellencys  Influence  in  this  Affair  May 
Reasonably  be  Supposed  to  be  greater  than  any  Other  Man  s 
in  this  Land.  Your  Recommendation  of  it,  (where  ever  you  May 
Advise  to  fix  it),  as  a  Design  AXA11  calculated  to  Serve  the  great 
Ends  proposed,  W^e  Shall  esteem  as  a  Singular  Favour  and 
[an]  Expression  of  Your  Condesention  and  Friendship,  and 
Your  Excellency  May  Assure  Yourself  that  in  my  turn,  I  Shall 
be  ready  to  Serve  you  [r  Excellency]  to  the  Utmost  of  my  Ability 
in  Europe  or  America,  tho’  it  May  not  be  in  my  Power  to  Serve 
You  to  the  Same  Degree. 

I  Should  have  been  glad  to  have  Waited  upon  Your  Ex¬ 
cellency  With  the  Revd.  Mr.  Whitaker  according  to  the  desire 
of  our  Board,  but  My  Indisposition  of  Body,  with  the  present 
Difficult  Situation  of  My  Affairs  forbid  it.  And  it  is  Now  got 
to  be  So  late  in  the  Year  that  Time  Will  not  Allow  Mr.  Whit¬ 
aker  to  attend  upon  it,  and  do  that  Which  Will  be  Necessary  for 

1  Words  in  italics  and  inclosed  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manu¬ 
script. 
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him  preparitory  to  So  Speedy  an  Imbarkation  for  Europe,  as  he 
proposes. 

But  Your  Excellency  Well  knows  near  the  Whole  We  could 
Say  if  We  Were  bothe  present  And  Your  Heart  is  as  open  as 
the  Ocean  to  contribute  any  thing  Which  Friendship  and  Kind¬ 
ness  can  dictate  in  the  Affair. 

The  Revd.  Mr.  Occom1  can  give  You  some  further  Accots, 
[Who  ihinks  of  going  to]  He  Designs  D.  V.2  for  England 
with  Mr.  Whitaker;  I  understand  you  are  Yet  crowded  With 
important  business,  and  [I  dont  expect ]  Should  not  have  ye 
Face  to  plead  any  thing  less  than  the  importance  of  this  Affair 
as  an  Excuse  for  such  an  Interruption.  May  God  Support  You 
under  all  your  Labours  and  Fatigues,  And  long  lengthen  out 
Your  important  Life  to  Serve  Your  King  Your  Country  and 
Your  God,  and  at  last,  give  you  a  rich  and  Glorious  Reward  of 
all  your  Labours  with  himself  [at  Last]. 

I  Am  May  it  please  Your  Excellency,  with  Much  Duty  & 
Esteem 

Your  Excellency’s 
Most  Obedient  and 
Most  Humble  Serv*. 

Eleazar  Wheelock 

Sir  William  Johnson 

FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  L.  S.3 

Lebanon  17lh.  July  1765 

Hond  Sir 

I  ask  your  Excellency’s  Pardon  for  my  Inadvertency.  When 
I  sealed  my  Letter  to  you  by  Mr.  Occom  this  Morning  I  forgot 

1  Samson  Occum,  Indian  missionary  to  the  Indians. 

2  Deo  V olenle. 

3  In  Dartmouth  College  Library.  On  the  same  sheet  with  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  letter. 
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to  inclose  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Cor¬ 
respondents  which  occasions  you  &  me  this  Trouble.  I  hope  it  may 
by  some  kind  hand  seasonably  reach  you. 

from 

Your  Excellency’s 
most  obedient 

SlR  Wm.  Johnson  humble  Servant. 

Eleazar  Wheelock 


FROM  SOLOMON  WILLIAMS,  BENJAMIN  POMEROY  AND 
RICHARD  SALTER 


Contemporary  Copy 1 


[Undated] 

Sir 

We  take  Leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Board  of 
Correspondent  Commissioners  in  Connecticut  of  the  Society  in 
Scotland  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge  did  at  their  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Lebanon  the  2d  of  this  Instant  July  Vote  to  send  some  suit¬ 
able  Persons  to  Europe  to  solicit  the  Charities  of  good  people 
there  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Indian  Charity  School  under  the  Care 
of  the  Revd  Mr  Wheelock,  &  for  the  Support  of  Missionaries 
among  the  Indians.  And  as  the  Revd  Messrs  Wheelock  and 
Whitaker2  are  the  Persons  we  expect  will  go  on  that  Business, 
we  have  desired  them  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  to  desire  your 
Advice  and  assistance  in  it,  and  your  Advice  with  Respect  to 
the  fixing  a  place  for  the  said  Charity  School,  it  being  necessary 
that  a  House  should  be  built  to  accommodate  the  same  and 
as  it  is  judged  expedient  by  some  that  it  should  be  removed 
nearer  to  the  Indian  Tribes,  to  ask  your  advice  therein,  and  [to] 


1  Jn  Dartmouth  College  Library;  inclosed  in  Wheelock  to  Jonnson, 

July  1  7,  1  765. 

2  Nathaniel  Whitaker,  a  friend  of  Wheelock.  On  December  23,  1765, 
he  and  Samson  Occum  started  for  England  and  Scotland  where  they 
raised  £1200  for  Wheelock’s  school. 
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your  Assistance  to  obtain  the  Royal  Favour  for  a  Charter  for 
said  School,  and  any  other  things  relative  to  it  as  they  shall 
judge  proper.  Perhaps  your  Excellency  will  think  in  the  View 
of  the  whole  Affair,  that  to  settle  the  School  in  the  Indian  Coun¬ 
try  will  more  than  any  other  Measure  that  can  be  gone  into 
contribute  to  promote  the  temporal  and  eternal  Welfare  of  the 
Indians,  to  advance  his  Majesty’s  Interest,  the  Peace  of  his  North 
American  Subjects,  and  that  no  Measure  can  raise  so  great  & 
lasting  a  Name,  and  Honour  to  your  Excellency.  If  these  things 
should  appear  to  you  in  such  a  Light,  we  assure  ourselves  you 
will  readily  give  your  Weight  and  Influence  to  such  an  important 
Design.  And  we  doubt  not  but  if  a  good  Plan  was  laid,  and  a 
fair  Prospect  opened  for  the  Extension  &  greater  Usefulness  of 
this  Design,  much  greater  Bounties  might  be  obtained  to  prose¬ 
cute  it,  and  even  a  Fund  to  perpetuate  it.  But  whatever  your 
thoughts  are  we  pray  your  Excellency  to  give  us  your  best  & 
most  friendly  Advice.  If  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  wait  on 
your  Excellency  should  through  Mr.  Wheelock’s  Indisposition, 
or  any  other  Act  of  Divine  Providence  fail  to  attend  you  we 
pray  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  write  your  Thoughts  to  us 
We  are  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 


Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient 
humble  Servants 


Solomon  Williams 
Benja  Pomeroy 
Richard  Salter 

To  his  Excellency  SlR  WM  JOHNSON 


Committee 
►of  the  Board 
of  Correspondents 


INDORSED : 

Let:  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
by  Mess  Williams 

Pomeroy  & 
Salter 


July  1  7.  1  765 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S } 

Johnson  Hall  July  20th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  your  letter  of  the  8th.  Ins1.2  and  I  have 
forwarded  the  enclosures  therein  contained.  —  Ll.  Co11.  Vaug¬ 
han3  writes  me  that  one  Monsr.  Laurent  has  brought  to  Detroit 
the  News  of  Mr.  Croghans  arrival  at  the  Illinois,  &  that  Mr. 
Fraser4  was  likewise  there.  Co11.  Vaughan  adds  that  Laurent 
is  a  Man  of  Credit,  &  therefore  I  heartily  wish,  &  indeed  beleive 
it  to  be  true.  — 

I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  from  Scioto  the  26th.  of 
May,5  He  then  expected  to  be  at  ye.  W abache  in  Eight  Days, 
he  informs  me  that  in  consequence  of  his  Application  to  the 
Shawanese  &ca.  to  give  up  the  French  Incendiaries  amongst 
them,  they  met  him  at  ye.  Scioto  &  delivered  up  Seven  French 
Traders,  whose  names  he  enclosed,  promising  likewise  to  give 
up  Five  more  yet  in  their  Country,  this  I  look  upon  as  a  verry 
lucky  Circumstance,  as  nothing  but  a  sincere  desire  for  Peace 
could  induce  them  to  give  up  Persons  so  useful  &  dear  to  them.  — 

The  Shawanese  Mingoes  &  Delawares  have  signed  the  Treaty 
agreeing  to  everry  Article  of  that  signed  in  May,  so  far  as  it 
could  be  understood  to  relate  to  them.  I  fear  the  hurry  I  am  in 
at  present  will  prevent  me  from  being  able  to  send  it  till  next 
Week,  I  have  great  hopes  from  the  late  transactions,  the  Indians 
have  had  many  doubts  cleared  up,  &  appear  verry  content,  &  I 
am  confident  they  can  be  kept  so,  if  proper  Persons  are  appointed 
for  ye.  different  Posts,  and  that  the  Arrangement  of  Affairs  takes 
place  in  time. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  833-34. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment. 

4  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 

8  Not  found.  See  Doc.  Del.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:779  ff.,  ior 
Croghan’s  Journal  of  this  expedition. 
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Mr.  McKee  has  acquainted  me  of  the  late  Murder  at  Fort 
Pitt,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  deceased  having  had  a  Crim¬ 
inal  Correspondence  with  the  Indians  Wife,  The  other  affair 
concerning  the  scalps  taken  by  White  Men  carry  a  strong  sus¬ 
picion  with  them,  I  shall  do  what  is  best  in  regard  to  both  these 
cases.  — 

This  Moment  I  received  your  favour  of  the  13th.  Ins1.1  con¬ 
cerning  the  disposition  of  the  Westeren  Nations,  On  that  Subject 
I  [have]  before  heard  from  Lb  Co!1.  Campbell."  You  will  please 
to  observe  that  discontent  of  these  People  was  Occasioned  by 
Pondiacs  belt  last  year,  encreased  by  his  management  since,  & 
previous  to  Mr.  Croghans  hav?.  Settled  Matters  at  Fort  Pitt,  & 
therefore  I  am  of  opinion  it  will  not  come  to  anything,  unless  some 
unforeseen  Accident  happens  especially  if  the  Several  Belts  & 
Messages  I  have  sent  arrive  in  time,  I  have  recommended  dispatch 
to  the  Messingers  but  you  know  their  slow  Forms  must  delay 
them  some  time  before  they  arrive  in  the  Westeren  parts.  —  If 
Croghan  has  obtained  an  Interview  with  them  (wC  I  expect  he 
has  done)  I  am  pritty  sure  he  will  remove  any  uneasiness  amongst 
them  at  least  for  the  present,  until  that  System  can  be  pursued 
which  promises  well  for  rendering  the  Indians  quiet,  and  con¬ 
tented.  —  As  I  finished  all  Matters  with  ye.  Shawanese  &ca., 
A  Number  of  the  Coghnawagey  Sachims  &  Cheifs  arrived,  which 
has  detained  the  former,  with  those  of  the  Six  Nations  (who 
came  with  them  in  order  to  see  them  settle  all  Matters)  these 
three  days  past,  I  am  in  hopes  to  get  them  all  (the  Coghnawageys 
Excepted)  away  this  Day,  or  to  Morrow.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

Genrl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM  Johnson 

1  Ante  pp.  850-5 1 . 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 
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Painting  by  M.  Lesley  Bush-Brown,  from  a  miniature.  Now  in  Court  House 

Warrentown,  Virginia 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
[Aug.]  July  20‘L  1765. 
received  Sept.  7th. 

Answered  — 

FROM  FRANCIS  FAUQUIER 

A.  L.  S.1 

[Will ms  Bourgh  July  22,  1765] 

At  the  Desire  of  the  Cfherokee  Indians,  I  am]  to  beg  the 
Favor  of  you  to  use  your  [endeavors  to  bring]  about  a  peace 
between  them  and  [the  Shawnese,  and]  other  Northern  Indians 
with  whom  [they  have  been]  long  at  Warr.  Our  present  Situa¬ 
tion  [with  the]  Cherokees  some  of  whose  Nation  have  [been 
most]  threacherously  murdered  by  some  of  our  [back  Inha] 
bitants,  and  whose  Friendship  We  are  dfesirous  to]  retain,  ob¬ 
liges  me  to  recommend  this  [business  most]  earnestly  to  you, 
hoping  by  thus  studying  [their]  Interest,  we  may  prevent  their 
taking  r[evenge]  on  the  white  people.  There  are  5  Northe[rn 
Indians]  now  in  their  Nation  who  will  be  directed  [to  go  to] 
you  on  this  Errand,  in  which  I  hope  they  w[ill  Succeed. — ] 
Your  known  Zeal  and  prudence  in  conducting  these]  affairs 
makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  a  [ny thing]  to  what  I  have 
said,  but  that  I  am 

with  great  Regard 

S' 

Yr  most  ob[edient  servant] 

To  SR.  WM.  Johnson.  Fran:  Fau[quier]2 


1  The  missing  portions  of  this  letter  have  been  supplied  from  the  copy 
in  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia,  1758-1  768. 
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INDORSED: 

Williamsburgh  July  22.  1765  — 
From  Lb  Govr.  Fauquiere 
respecting  the  Effecting  a  peace 
between  the  Northern  &  Southern 
Inds.  &c.  — 

Ansd.  Septr.  1  7th  — 

Record^. 


FROM  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  KAYADEROSSERAS  PROPRIETORS 

Contemporary  Copy 1 2 


Sir  — 


[New  York ,  July  22,  1765 ] 


We  had  lately  a  Meeting"  of  the  principal  part  of  the  Kaya- 
doroseres  Proprietors,  when  Mr.  Beekman3  communicated  to 
them  the  Conference  he  lately  had  with  you  upon  the  Subject  of 
an  accommodation  with  the  Indians,  as  to  the  Disputes  subsisting 
between  them  and  us,  with  Regard  to  the  Boundaries  of  that 
Patent  — 

This  Matter  having  occasioned  frequent  Complaints  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians;  and  the  Proprietors  being  disposed  to  satisfy 
them  by  a  reasonable  and  moderate  cession  of  some  part  of  what 
they  nevertheless  look  upon  to  be  their  undoubted  Right,  desired 
Mr.  Beekman  to  treat  with  you  upon  the  Subject  —  and  being  at 
the  same  time  persuaded  that  you  could  not  but  be  disposed,  con¬ 
sidering  your  office,  to  further  any  measures  that  might  tend  to  an 
amicable  accommodation  of  any  Dispute  between  the  Indian  Na¬ 
tions  and  the  Crown  Patentees,  they  had  some  Reason  to  ex¬ 
pect  Your  Interposition  for  bringing  about  this  Settlement.  And 


1  In  New  York  Public  Library.  Original  copies  mutilated  by  fire.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  211 ,  it  was  signed  by  John  Beekman, 
Adrian  Renaudet,  Benjamin  Kissam,  Adr’n  Banker  Jun’r  and  Antho. 
Van  Dam. 

2  July  14,  1765.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  276. 

3  John  Beekman. 
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as  you  was  kind  enough  to  tell  Mr.  Beekman  that  nothing  on 
your  Part  should  be  wanting  to  that  End;  We,  who  are  a 
Committee  for  the  Proprietors,  beg  Leave  to  signify,  that  the 
Proprietors  confide  in  that  Declaration  and  have  desired  us  to 
trouble  you  with  these  Proposals  — 

In  what  is  now  offered  we  would  not  be  understood  to  act 
under  the  Influence  of  any  apprehension,  That  our  Title,  or  the 
Boundaries  of  the  Patent  can  be  doubtful,  when  that,  and  the 
Indian  Deeds  we  have,  are  compared  together  —  and  we  cannot 
but  think  it  extremely  clear  That  our  Western  Station  upon 
Schenectady  River  is  fixed  with  the  greatest  Precision,  at  about 
Five  miles  above  Abeels1  Patent,  yet  notwithstanding  this  as  the 
Proprietors  are  desirous  that  the  uneasiness  of  the  Indians  should 
be  removed,  They  rather  incline  to  give  up  part  of  their  Right, 
that  they  may  enjoy  the  Rest  in  peace  —  — 

If  therefore  the  Indians  who  make  this  Claim,  will  by  a  proper 
Instrument  in  Writing  to  be  devised  on  both  Sides  quit  all 
future  Pretence  of  Right  or  Claim  to  the  Lands  comprehended 
within  this  Patent,  the  Proprietors  consent  to  Release  to  them 
or  for  their  use  all  that  part  of  the  Land  which  lies  to  the  West¬ 
ward  of  a  Line  from  Twictenondo  Kill  to  the  northwestermost 
head  of  Kaydoroseres  Kill,  beginning  opposite  to  that  part  of  the 
Kill  at  Forty  Chains  to  the  westward  of  the  West  Bank  of 
Twictenondo  Kill  and  if  that  Creek  tends  in  any  Part  to  the 
Westward  of  that  Line,  then  to  leave  to  Kayaderoseres  all  that 
part  of  the  Creek  and  the  Lands  west  of  such  P art  of  the  Creek 
within  Forty  Chains  from  the  West  Bank  thereof  — 

As  we  are  assured  You  must  wish  to  see  this  Controversey 
with  the  Indians  happily  terminated;  We  beg  that  you  would 
lay  this  Proposal  before  them,  and  if  it  appears  to  be  reasonable, 
we  rely  upon  your  Endeavours  to  make  it  effectual,  to  the  final 
and  lasting  Settlement  of  this  Dispute — We  would  beg  the  favour 
of  your  answer  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  — 


1  John  Abeel. 
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In  Order  that  the  Indians  may  be  convinced  that  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  intend  to  carry  this  Proposal  into  Execution,  we  inclose 
a  Copy  of  the  Vote  taken  at  their  Meeting  which  appears  to  be 
unanimous  as  to  all  that  were  present  — 

We  are  Your  hum1.  Servts. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  of  Letter  to 
Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 

FROM  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

A.  Df.  S.1 

Nev  York  July  22*.  1765. 

Dear  Sir 

On  Monday  last  I  arrived  from  Albany,  when  your  Letter  of 
the  29lh.  May2  last  came  to  my  Hands,  but  I  was  too  late  to 
write  by  the  Post,  —  I  expected  to  have  wrote  you  fully  in 
Answer  [by  that  post]3  today  but  this  Morning  obtaining 
Copies  of  the  Indian  Deed  and  patent  of  Kayaderosseras  I  find 
the  Petition  is  not  recited  in  the  Grant,  so  that  I  cannot  yet  know 
whether  the  patent  was  obtained  by  any  false  Suggestions  of  the 
[petitioners]  Grantees  I  will  endeavour  to  procure  a  Copy  of  it 
and  write  you  fully  by  that  [Pos<]  next  Post.  However  I  can  in 
the  Mean  Time  answer  one  of  yr.  Queries  viz.  Whether  the 
Patent  is  not  forfeited  per  the  Breach  of  the  Condition  of  Set¬ 
tlement  &c  —  There  is  a  [Clause]  Proviso  in  the  patent  [re¬ 
quiring]  that  if  no  [Settlement]  Improvement  was  Made  on  the 
Lands  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  the  Grantees  should  settle  and 
improve  some  part  of  it  within  seven  years.  If  therefore  there 
was  no  Improvement  made  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  nor  within 

1  In  New  York  Historical  Society,  Kempe  Collection. 

2  Not  found. 

3  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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the  Time  presented  by  the  Grant,  [it  is  strictly]  it  makes  [the 
Grant ]  it  liable  to  forfeiture  —  but  I  fear  upon  the  same  Prin¬ 
ciple  almost  every  Estate  in  the  province  may  be  defeated,  [and] 
and  this  would  breed  a  dreadful  Confusion  —  How  far  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  that  Principle  may  be  good  in  Policy  is  worth  well 
considering 

I  am 

Dear  Sir 

with  great  Respect 
Y our  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Serv*. 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  J.  T.  Kempe 


FROM  JAMES  MACDONALD 

A.  L.  S. 


New  Y orli  24th  July  /  765 


[  ] 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  [you  herewith] 1  an  His¬ 
torical  account  of  Colonel  Bouquet  [s  Expedition  of  ]  the  Year 
1764  &ca.  Which  I  received  [from  Ensign  Hutchens]2  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  the  20th.  Current.  The  [same  day,  I  was  t]old  by 
Mr.  Wharton,  that  Letters  Arrived  th[ere,  from]  Fort  Pitt,  with 
the  Agreeable  News  of  Capt[n  Sterling] J  two  Subalterns  and 
one  hundred  Men[s  having]  Embarked  at  that  Place,  for  the 
Hinois,  [In  consequ]ence  of  Advice  received  from  Mr.  Croghan 
[who]  I  am  happy  to  Understand  has  been  so  Successful  As 
to]  accommodate  matters  with  all  the  Indian  [Nations]  so  as 
to  permitt  that  Detachment  to  p[ass  thro  ]  their  Country  a  very 
convincing  proof  [of  his  Interest]  and  Influence  with  these  People 
[which  I  think,  ought]  most  justly  to  be  duly  considered  an[d 
entitles  him  to  be]  well  rewarded  for  so  Singular  [a  Service; 


1  Words  in  brackets  supplied  from  copy  made  before  capitol  fire,  and 
printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  1  1  :65. 

2  Ensign  Thomas  Hutchins  of  the  60th  regiment. 

2  Captain  Thomas  Stirling  of  the  42d  regiment,  stationed  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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which  in  my]  opinion,  could  not  be  Effected  by  h[alf  the 
Troops  on  the]  Continent.  —  It  is  said  that  Lieut  [Fraser  is 
taken]  Prisoner,  If  so,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  [Mr.  Croghan  will] 
prevail  with  the  Indians  to  Relea[se  him  immediately.] 


I  Arrived  in  Town  late  last  N[ight  ] 

Sterlings,  when  I  left  Mr.  O’Brien1  [  ] 

both  very  well.  —  My  patience  [  ] 

exhausted  Attending  here  for  [  ] 

Obtaining  an  Order  of  Survey  two  Months  ago  [ 

]  land  in  Ulster  County,  In  virtue  whe  [ 
su]rveyed  my  Ten  thousand  Acres;  But  [ 

]  very  unreasonable  Objections  made  to  app  [ 

]  all  to  my  Patent.  It  would  give  me  [  ] 

]  hear  from  you,  when  convenient;  And  [ 

]  there  is  any  probability  of  having  [ 

]  on  the  Footing  you  expected. 

[I]  beg  you  make  my  Compliments  &  Mrs.  [ 


]sons,  Capt  Clause  and  the  Ladys.  And  hope 
]  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  with 
g]reat  respect  &  Esteem.  — 

Sir 

Your  Most  Ob[edient] 

And  Faithful  S[ervant] 

James  MacDo[nald] 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.2 


Johnson  Hall  July  25lh.  1765 


Dear  Sir  — 

Since  my  last  of  the  1 8'11.3  I  have  been  attacked  with  a  Severe 


1  William  O’Brien. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:800-2. 

3  Not  found.  Perhaps  he  refers  to  his  letter  of  July  20,  ante  pp.  861- 

63. 
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return  of  my  Disorder  m  the  Bowels,  and  that  with  so  much 
Violence,  that  I  have  with  the  utmost  difficulty  resisted  it,  I  find 
myself  a  little  easier,  but  cannot  yet  leave  my  Room.  — 

The  Shawanese  Delawares  &ca.  are  Just  set  off  for  their  re¬ 
spective  Quarters,  I  enclose  Y  ou  a  Copy  of  their  Ratification  of 
the  Treaty,  —  I  also  enclose  You  Copy  of  some  Intelligence 
received  by  Cap*.  Howard1 2  at  Michihmacinac,  which  L1.  Hay 
left  here  on  his  way  down  that  I  might  take  a  Copy  of  it,  it 
contains  the  particulars  of  some  transactions  amongst  ye.  Otta- 
waes  during  the  Winter  &  Spring,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Chinn. 
Who  was  amongst  them,  it  will  serve  farther  to  Corroborate  the 
Acctl.  of  the  French  Intriuges,  &  dealings  wth.  the  Indians. 

I  have  Just  heard  likewise  from  Cap1.  Claus  at  Montreal,  on 
that  Subject,  on  what  he  heard  from  Some  Indians  arrived  there 
in  1  3  days  from  Michilimacinac,  &  who  charge  some  Inhabitants 
of  Canada  w*C  proceedings  of  that  nature,  &  I  believe  it  is 
verry  probable,  as  Major  Gladwin  when  Commanding  at  Fort 
Wm.  Augustus  in  1762  not  only  discovered  their  intriuges,  but 
sent  Sir  Jeff.  Amherst  a  list  of  their  Names,  from  all  which  one 
may  naturally  conclude  that  the  interposition  of  Government  is 
become  Absolutely  necessary  to  check  them,  otherwise  there  will 
be  no  end  of  their  dealings,  &  what  is  worse,  the  Indians  will 
furnish  beleif,  so  long  as  they  can  find  Storys  to  tell  them. 

I  find  by  L‘.  Hay  that  Monsr.  LaWrent  (mentioned  in  my  last) 
only  Saw  L‘.  Frasier3  at  the  Illinois,  &  that  the  latter  narrowly 
escaped  being  assasinated  after  his  Arrival  the  particulars  of 
which  Mr.  Hay  can  inform  You  of.  — 

There  are  near  30  of  the  Coghnawagey  Cheifs  now  here, 
whose  Visit  I  could  have  dispensed  with  at  this  time,  but  they 
would  not  be  prevented  from  coming  to  repeat  &ca.  their  En- 

1  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant  at  Mich- 
ilimackinac.  See  his  Journal,  November  3,  1764  April  16,  1765,  ante 
pp.  696-98. 

2  Lieutenant  Jehu  Hay. 

3  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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gagements.  —  Cap1.  Claus  Informs  me  that  Chaberi  Jeancair 1 
(the  partisan)  is  lately  arrived  from  Europe  with  a  verry  large 
Cargo,  with  design  to  go  amongst  the  Indians,  which  Govr. 
Murray2  prevented  by  orders  from  Home  as  he  informed  him, 
this  is  a  great  Mortification  certainly  to  him,  &c  he  talks  of  going 
to  England  to  know  the  reason  of  it,  as  he  says  he  never  can  be 
charged  with  anything  mean  or  cruel ;  I  wish  he  had  not  come  to 
the  Country  &  that  he  may  not  be  allowed  to  trade,  for  I  know 
him  and  his  Interest,  which  I  am  persuaded  he  would  use  to  our 
prejudice,  possibly  he  is  privately  encouraged  by  the  French 
Court  to  do  so.  I  would  not  willingly  suspect  the  French  of  any 
Rank  as  publickly  abetting  such  a  conduct,  yet,  I  am  certain 
Numbers  of  them  do  all  they  can  secretly,  &  that  the  lower 
order  are  perhaps  to  a  Man  doing  all  in  their  power  to  alienate 
the  Indians  Affections  &  possess  themselves  of  the  Trade,  which 
they  have  nearly  monopolized  with  some  Nations,  as  I  find  by 
Acctts.  from  all  Quarters  &  L'.  Hay  will  be  able  to  inform  You 
that  the  Indians  to  the  Westward  are  plentifully  supplied  with 
Amunition  &ca.  in  which  Article  they  have  not  traded  with  us 
to  any  Amount  for  this  Year  past.  —  The  Case  of  the  Nations 
here  is  verry  different,  the  failure  of  their  Crops,  and  other  Cir¬ 
cumstances,  has  reduced  them  to  the  greatest  W ant,  and  I  have 
now  Deputations  from  most  of  them  begging  releif,  which  I 
cannot  avoid  affording  them  in  some  measure,  being  convinced 
they  stand  in  ye.  greatest  need  of  it,  &  that  it  will  be  of  Service, 
which  I  hope  You  will  not  disapprove. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient  & 

Genrl.  Gage  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


1  Joncaire  Chabert. 

2  James  Murray,  governor  of  Canada. 
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INDORSED: 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson 
July  25th.  1765.  — 

Inclosing,  Intelligence  from  — 
Missilimakinak,  and  the  Articles 
subscribed  to  by  the  Shawnese  &ca. 
received  Aug*.  3d. 

Answered  — 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 1 


Extract  of  L*.  Co11.  Campbells2  Letter  to  Sir  William  John¬ 
son  Dated 

Detroit  July  25 th  L265  — 


Sir/ 

This  day  I  received  dispatches  from  Mr.  Croghan  and  Lieut 
Fraser3  for  General  Gage  and  you,  which  I  have  forwarded 
imediately  by  express.  Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure 
than  to  receive  letters  from  both  these  Gentleman,  after  the  late 
bad  accounts  I  received  concerning  them;  Mr.  Croghan  ac¬ 
quaints  me  that  he  supposes  I  will  have  a  great  number  of  Indians 
at  this  Post  very  soon,  as  all  the  Illinois  Indians  are  coming  here 
to  meet  Coll  Bradsireei  in  Consequence  of  the  Invitation  he  sent 
them  last  Autumn.  In  case  they  do  come  I  shall  be  entirely  at  a 
loss  what  to  do  with  them,  for  I  have  got  neither  provision  or 
any  thing  else  to  give  them,  without  incurring  more  Expences 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  avoid  if  possible,  and  wish  Mr.  Crog¬ 
han  may  arrive  here  in  due  time  to  settle  matters  with  them. 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  Aug. 
15,1765. 

^  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

3  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 


872 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


FROM  RICHARD  SHUCKBURGH 

Copy 1 

Detroit,  July  25,  1765. 

By  this  express  to  Niagara  &  to  be  forwarded,  I  am  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  news  of  Col.  Croghan’s  being  alive  and 
well,  tho’  sharply  attacked  by  the  Moscoutins  &  Kickapous  to  the 
number  of  100(?)  in  his  way  to  Illinois,  Dr.  Antoine  fortunately 
being  the  only  person  unhurt,  Mr.  Smallman,  his  Nephew, 
mentions  in  a  Letter  to  Lt.  McDougal  of  this  place  that  Col. 
Croghan  is  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  tomahawk  of  which  he 
is  recovered  ....  Crawford’s  Party,  who  went  forward  of  Col. 
Croghan  were  all  cut  off:  I  suppose  they  were  Traders. J 

INDIAN  PROCEEDINGS1 3 

[Johnson  Hall,  July  17-28,  1765 ) 

July  1  7th.  —  26  Chiefs  &  others  from  Canaghwaga  in  Canada 
Arrived  at  Johnson  hall 

28th.  —  they  had  [after]4  an  Audience  when  the  Chiefs  ad¬ 
dressed  Sr.  Wm.  as  follows.  — 

Brother  — 

Before  the  [time]  reduction  of  Montreal  You  sent  to  us  & 
Spoke  us,  &  we  found  your  Words  good,  &  have  observed  them 
ever  since,  We  are  now  Come  here  on  behalf  of  all  the  Nats.  in 

1  Extract  made  by  C.  E.  Carter  before  the  fire  in  which  the  original  was 
destroyed.  Printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  1  I  :66.  According 
to  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  277,  the  letter  also  mentioned  Shuckburgh’s  “readi¬ 
ness  to  resign  in  Dr.  Antoine’s  favor  and  the  inclination  of  the  Indians  for 
peace.” 

2  Probably  Lieutenant  Fraser’s  party. 

3  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  9.  In  Guy  Johnson’s 
hand. 

1  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Canada,  to  repeat  to  you  our  former  Engagemts.,  &  to  refresh 
your  Memory  Concerning  what  then  passed.  — 

A  belt  of  4  Rows.  — 

Then  with  4  Strings  of  Wampum  Went  thro’  the  usual  Cere¬ 
mony  of  Opening  the  Ears  &ca. 

Brother,  — 

Before  reduction  of  Canada,  you  spoke  to  us,  &  told  us  that 
you  was  Satisfied  that  Whatever  had  been  done  by  us  must 
have  been  attributed  to  the  French  that  therefore  you  was  desir¬ 
ous  to  forget  it  &  therefore  plucked  up  a  Great  Tree  under 
which  you  buried  the  Axe  Given  us  by  the  F rench  — 

[Shelved]  A  Belt  of  9  Rows.  — 

'  Brother 

You  then  told  us  that  as  you  had  thrown  away  theCAxe  you 
hoped  [you]  we  [had]  wd.  follow  good  Council  for  the  future. 
We  [  are  sorry]  are  now  to  observe  that  the  Axe  which  you  then 
buried  was  not  properly  covered  for  we  have  seen  it  ever  since 

A  Belt  of  8  Rows 

Brother  — 

As  this  Axe  has  not  been  properly  buried,  We  now  Come  in 
the  Name  of  7  Nations,  in  order  to  bury  it  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  discover  it,  &  to  that  End  we  now  throw 
it  into  a  Deep  pit,  &  are  resolved  to  pursue  peace  &  Quietness, 
[for  it]  which  we  cannot  do  if  we  have  the  Axe  in  [in  our]  one 
hand  and  a  Belt  in  the  other. 

'  A  Belt  of  1 2  Rows.  — 

Brother  — 

After  you  spoke  to  us  on  your  Way  to  Montreal,  concerning 
these  Good  Affairs,  We  of  ourselves  spoke  to  all  the  Nations  in 
every  Quarter,  &  recommended  it  to  them  to  take  notice  of 
your  Speech,  which  they  all  promised  to  do,  &  declared  they 
wod.  follow  our  Example.  — 


A  Belt  6  Rows.  — 
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Brother  — 

After  the  pains  we  had  taken  to  settle  Matters  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Nations,  the  Ottawas,  &ca.  Came  to  us  Last  Year  &  de¬ 
sired  [wh]  to  know  what  were  our  Sentiments  at  that  time,  We 
told  them  we  were  always  of  the  same  Sentiments  that  We  fol¬ 
lowed  the  advice  of  our  Brother  Sr.  W  Johnson,  &  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so. 

4  Strings.  — 

Brother  — 

You  Expressed  your  Surprise  that  you  only  saw  two  of  [ye.] 
our  Nats.  last  Year  attend  the  Army  —  We  shall  tell  you  the 
reason  of  it;  —  Ever  since  the  Conquest  of  Montreal  Rum  has 
been  in  such  plenty  amst  us,  that  it  has  divided  us  &  turned  our 
heads,  &  therefore  we  fear  ye.  hurting  one  another  for  wch.  reason 
we  beg  you  will  procure  us  a  Remedy.  — 

A  belt  1 0  Rows  — 

Brother  — 

As  You  told  us  to  see  that  reparation  was  made  for  every  evil 
that  happened  in  our  drink,  we  on  our  parts  give  you  thanks,  & 
beg  you  will  do  the  same  — 

A  Belt  of  5  Rows 

Brother 

[W]  This  is  the  belt  by  which  you  desired  our  Warriors  after 
their  return  from  the  Campaign  last  year  to  forget  all  their 
hardships  or  difficultys  they  had  to  Struggle  with,  &  to  Attribute 
them  to  the  Authors  of  the  War,  &  the  Ill  disposed  French 

A  Black  belt  of  5  Rows.  — 

Brother 

This  is  the  belt  which  you  gave  us  when  you  Confirmed  all 
past  Affairs,  by  wch  you  recommended  it  to  us  to  keep  always  in 
the  Good  Road,  &  mind  what  was  Right,  &  we  now  shew  it  to 
you,  to  Convince  you  we  have  not  forgotten  your  advice.  — 

A  Belt  10  Rows  with  White  Squares. 
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At  a  Conference  July  28th.  — 

Present  as  before 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  addressed  the  Caghnawagas  (in  Answer  to 
their  Speech)  as  follows 

Brethren, 

I  have  attended  to  Your  Speech  &  I  shall  now  Answer  it,  Not 
in  the  order  you  delivered  it,  but  in  its  substance. 

Brethren, 

I  sent  you  good  Words  always.  I  sent  you  Good  Advice  in 
1755  told  you  then  that  we  had  no  designs  Ag‘.  You,  nor  your 
Libertys,  that  our  Sole  purpose  was  to  Check  the  Ambitious 
Views,  &  ill  designs  of  the  French,  I  repeated  this  Sev1.  times 
since  but  my  Words  did  not  enter  into  your  hearts,  Neither  did 
you  take  notice  of  them  at  a  time  when  it  would  have" shewn  a 
regard  for  my  Admonitions.  — 

I  have  every  thing  that  passed  between  us  fresh  in  my  memory. 
I  have  it  down  in  Writing  so  that  it  cannot  be  forgotten.  I  expect 
you  will  all  be  carefull,  &  keep  it  in  remembrance. 

A  Belt  — 

Tis  true  that  at  the  reduction  of  Canada  among  other  things 
1  buried  the  French  Axe,  &  this  I  Did  thro’  compassion  for  you, 
as  it  would  have  hurt  you,  had  you  retained  it.  I  did  the  same 
throughout  the  V^hole  Country,  &  Established  peace,  but  such 
was  the  folly,  the  blindness  &  the  Ingratitude  of  Sev'.  Ind".  Na¬ 
tions  that  they  took  up  the  Axe,  &  Used  it  ag'.  their  benefactors. 
Upon  this  occasion,  &  their  refusing  to  desist  I  gave  you  an  Axe 
to  use  agt  them,  As  You  were  bound  to  do,  in  Aid  of  your 
Brethren  who  were  so  unjustly  attacked,  &  1  expected  you  w  . 
have  made  a  good  use  of  it,  but  the  Cond".  of  some  of  yr.  people 
has  induced  me  to  think,  they  approved  of  the  behavior  of  our 
Enemys.  —  I  hope  they  may  act  better  for  ye.  future. 


A  Belt 
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I  am  obliged  to  you  for  what  you  said  to  the  Ottawas  &c,  but 
Words  were  thrown  away  upon  them,  &  I  am  Sorry  you  have 
forgot  that  when  I  gave  you  the  Axe  I  expected  you  would  have 
made  use  of  it,  that  I  did  not  speak  of  peace  nor  could  I  do  it, 
when  the  Axe  was  in  my  head.  Neither  was  it  my  business  to 
bury  it  till  the  Indians  were  punished  who  struck  me,  or  that  they 
made  proper  Satisfaction.  —  then  you  should  have  Considered, 
&  not  have  Spoken  upon  the  Subject  till  You  heard  from  me.  —  I 
have  buried  the  Axe  with  such  Inds.  as  have  repented  of  their 
Vain  Attempt  &  desire  forgiveness,  but  should  they  at  any  time 
again  disturb  us  I  shall  [take]  be  obliged  to  take  it  up,  &  I  shall 
Expect  that  All  true  Indians  will  Likewise  Lay  hold  of  it,  to  punish 
those  who  would  disturb  the  public  tranquillity  &  bring  Reflection 
on  the  Character  of  Inds.  in  general.  — 

A  Belt 

I  am  sorry  that  the  Rum  has  had  such  bad  Effects  upon  you, 
but  I  am  at  a  Loss  how  to  Remedy  it,  because  you  will  not  be 
contented  without  it,  &  those  people  who  now  Complain  of  it 
would  if  it  was  prohibited  be  probably  the  first  who  would  Com¬ 
plain,  &  desire  it  to  be  Sold. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  You  have  kept  my  belts  &  I  hope  you 
will  always  take  notice  of  them,  &  also  their  Substance.  —  this 
is  yours,  given  me  at  M'Real,  in  1755  when  I  took  you  into  ye. 
Covk  Chain,  the  contents  of  wh.  is  entered  on  Record,  never  to 
be  forgotten.  —  the  Six  Nations  have  Expressed  their  Concern 
wth.  the  disputes  between  them  &  you  about  hunting  Grounds  &  yr. 
Encroachments  upon  them  which  Greatly  distresses  them.  I  must 
therefore  desire  you  will  Consider  it,  &  not  permit  Your  hunters 
to  encroach  upon  them,  but  make  a  boundary  from  Skaniadaro- 
wane  (near  Crown  Point)  to  ye.  [St  Lawrence]  River  which  will 
be  Land  enough  for  yr.  purpose.  &  [Since]  You  never  had  more, 
when  yr.  Numbers  were  greater. 


A  Belt 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  McKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Fort  Pit,  Aug1.  2d.,  1765. 

Honble  Sir  — 

A  few  days  ago  I  enclosed  your  honour  the  Intelligence  I  had 
then  received  of  the  fate  of  Mr.  Croghan,2 3 4  and  yesterday  an 
Indian  Express  arrived  from  him.  his  letter  to  me  mentions  his 
having  wrote  by  way  of  Detroit  to  you,  and  the  General;  but 
lest  the  Letter  sent  that  way,  might  meet  with  Delay,  have 
thought  proper  to  inclose  for  your  Perusal,  a  Copy  ’  of  his  letter, 
with  a  Paragraph  I  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  from  a  letter  of 
Lieu'.  Eraser’s,1  together  with  some  Messages  which  I  have  de¬ 
livered  this  day  to  the  Shawanese,  Delawares,  and  some  Six  Na¬ 
tion  Indians,  sent  them  by  the  Waweoughtenoes,  Kickapoes, 
Musquetons  and  Ottawas  with  four  Council  Pipes,  agreeable  to 
Mr.  Croghan’s  directions  in  his  Letter  to  me.  —  the  Shawanese 
though  a  good  deal  irritated  at  the  loss  of  their  Chiefs,  will  rest 
satisfied  till  the  return  of  M1.  Croghan,  and  their  People  in  that 
Country.  The  Indians  here  in  general  seem  much  pleased  to 
hear  Mr.  Croghan  is  well,  and  likely  to  succeed.  —  there  is  a 
great  number  of  them  here  at  present,  so  that  I  have  only  to  con¬ 
clude  with  the  greatest  Regard  Yrs.  &c 

Alexandr.  McKee 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Croghan  and  his  party  were  attacked  on  June  8,  1765  by  Kickapoos 
and  Mascoutins.  Several  men  were  killed,  and  the  rest,  including  Crog¬ 
han,  were  captured.  See  Croghan  to  McKee,  July  13,  1765,  ante  pp. 
845-47.  Captain  John  Montresor  in  his  Journals,  printed  in  Nerv-Yorl( 
Historical  Society  Collections,  1881,  p.  332  states:  October  3,  1765, 
“Accounts  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  that  the  reason  of  the  Quicepous,  Mescou- 
tins  &  other  Illinois  Indians  firing  on  Mr.  Croghens  &  killing  the  Shaw¬ 
anese  chiefs  &c  was  owing  to  Belts  they  had  received  from  Monsieur  St 
Ange  commanding  at  Fort  Chartres  to  prevent  that  party  reaching  the 
Illinois  which  had  its  desired  effect.” 

3  See  Croghan  to  Alexander  McKee,  July  13,  1765,  ante  pp.  845-47. 

4Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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FROM  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 2 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieu1.  Col  Vaughan'  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  dated 

Niagra,  August  4th.  1765 

Sir  — 

This  moment  I  received  the  inclosed  Express  which  I  send  on 
purpose  no  Vessell  being  at  pres*,  here,  the  Contents  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  Copies  of  from  Col.  Campbell.3 4  I  heartily  rejoice  at  the 
good  Success  those  People  have  met  with.  —  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  the  Senecas  have  made  me  an  Offer  of  Navy 
Island 4  to  me,  wch.  I  refer  to  your  Consideration  how  far  I  ought 
to  act  in  it;  one  great  Inducement  to  me  would  be  the  happiness 
of  being  So  near  a  Neighbour  to  your  Property.  I  am  w'h  the 
greatest  Respect  — 

Sr.  Y ours  &c  — 

J.  Vaughan.  — 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.5 6 

Johnson  Hall  August  9th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  but  Just  received  your  favour  of  the  25th.  Ult°.,0  it 
might  have  come  much  sooner  to  hand,  but  for  the  remissness  of 
the  Post  Master  at  Albany,  who  has  of  late  kept  letters  for  three 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Vaughan  of  the  46th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Niagara. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Navy  Island  near  Niagara. 

5  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:814-16. 

6  Johnson  Papers,  4:798-800. 
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or  four  days  before  he  forwarded  them  to  Schenectady,  altho 
that  has  been  for  sometime  a  Post  Town. 

What  Y ou  have  observed  concerning  ye.  Appointment  of  Com- 
missarys  I  shall  take  due  notice  of.  I  am  glad  you  agree  that  I 
may  appoint  Persons  to  act  where  necessary  at  the  principal 
Posts,  but  as  I  am  Just  now  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  Pac- 
quet,  I  shall  wait  till  the  letters  come  up,  least  those  I  sent  to  the 
Posts  might  be  imediately  superceded  by  persons  from  Home,  or 
that  I  might  receive  orders  to  fix  Commissarys.  The  Board  of 
Trade  might  not  approve  any  appointment  of  Commissaries  till 
receipt  of  their  Orders,  but  I  think  I  have  spent  my  time  to  little 
purpose,  unless  I  am  the  best  Judge  who  to  appoint,  for  any 
Persons  sent  from  England  or  even  any  Americans  Strangers  to 
the  Indians,  must  certainly  be  of  little  use  for  some  Years,  & 
before  they  acquired  that  knowledge,  might  thro  Error  or  in¬ 
discretion  overset  everry  thing.  The  Commissaries  according  to 
their  Plan  are  to  transact  Affairs  with  the  Indians,  as  well  as  to 
inspect  into  ye.  Trade,  neither  of  which  they  can  discharge  with¬ 
out  a  good  acquaintance  with  their  Genius  Disposition  &  Cus¬ 
toms  to  wh.  a  knowledge  of  their  Language  would  be  verry 
necessary. 

Mr.  Bostmick1  and  a  Frenchman  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago 
express  from  Michilimackinac,  &  brought  me  a  letter  from  Cap’. 
Howard  enclosing  a  Memorial  the  Traders  had  delivered  him, 
together  with  another  to  me.  Signed  by  a  great  Number  of 
them,2  the  Majority  of  whom  were  French,  representing  that 
“they  had  at  a  great  Expence  brought  there  a  great  Quantity 
of  goods,  &  to  their  great  disapointment  &  Surprise  found  they 
could  not  obtain  permission  to  winter  amongst  the  Savages,  which 
would  inevitably  involve  Distress  on  themselves  &  the  Province 
they  belonged  to,”  concluding  with  requesting  I  should  give  the 


1  Probably  Henry  Bostwick. 

2  July  5,  1  7 65,  ante  pp.  825-28. 
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Bearer  answer  which  in  the  present  critical  Scituation  (they  ob¬ 
served)  they  did  not  doubt  would  be  favorable.  — 

Their  Application  to  Cap*.  Howard  a  long  Acc'.  of  the 
Manner  in  which  Trade  had  been  formerly  carried  on  from 
Canada,  that  the  Indians  being  accustomed  to  have  Traders  to 
winter  amongst  them,  would  not  be  at  P eace  if  it  was  now 
denied  them,  &  that  from  the  Nature  &  Scituation  of  their  hunt¬ 
ing  in  that  Quarter,  many  Inds.  might  perish  in  the  Snow  unless  a 
Trader  was  at  Hand  to  Supply  their  Wants  —  All  which  I 
answered  them  by  Observing  upon  the  intentions  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  home,  &  the  orders  of  the  American  Governours,  wh. 
prohibitted  such  a  Trade,  that  I  could  not  take  upon  me  to 
grant  them  any  such  indulgence,  but  would  lay  the  Same  before 
You.  I  likewise  wrote  fully  on  the  Subject  to  Cap*.  Howard  ob¬ 
serving  that  nothing  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  affairs  should 
induce  him  to  suffer  any  person  to  leave  the  Post  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  promiseing  that  he  should  speedily  hear  from  You  thereon, 
so  that  I  must  request  the  favor  of  your  Instructions  or  Advice 
on  this  Head.  — 

A  letter  from  an  Officer  at  New  York  Informs  me  that  Mr. 
Wharton  told  him  that  Mr.  Croghan  was  arrived  at  the  Illinois, 
&  that  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  him  to  L'.  Co11.  Reid,1 2 
the  latter  had  sent  Cap*.  Sterling-  two  Subalterns  &  1 00  Men  to 
take  possession  of  y*.  place.  I  wish  this  Intelligence  may  be  true, 
but  I  should  imagine  if  so,  you  must  have  heard  of  it  before  any¬ 
body  else.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

GENRL.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 

2  Captain  Thomas  Stirling  of  the  42d  regiment,  stationed  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
August  9th.  1765.  — 
received  August  1  7th.  — 

Answered  — 

FROM  HARRY  GORDON 
Copy 1 2 

Schenectady,  Aug.  10,  1765. 

By  Crawford'  lately  returned  from  Pensacola  to  New  York 
we  had  the  accounts  of  Lieut.  Fraser  being  taken  out  of  the 
Commandants  House  at  Fort  Chartres  by  the  Indians  and  deliv¬ 
ered  to  Pondiac.  His  party  was  sent  down  the  Mississippi  and 
arrived  at  the  camp  of  the  34th  Regiment  at  Ibervile  about  20 
Leagues  above  New  Orleans.  Crawford  likewise  met  between  4 
&  500  traders  &c  with  a  large  convay  of  goods  a  great  way  up 
the  Mississippi  on  their  way  to  the  Illinois,  whither  he  was  sent 
with  one  Lieut.  Ross  by  Major  Farmer  - —  and  where  he  re¬ 
mained  (at  Fort  Chartres)  from  the  end  of  Feb.  to  the  8th  of 
April,  in  safety,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  the  French 
to  stir  up  the  Indians  to  destroy  Him  —  The  F rench  neither 
spare  expense  nor  Trouble  to  bar  that  entry  against  us,  which 
makes  me  apprehensive  of  some  accident  to  poor  Croghan.  Had 
they  not  passed  up  such  a  Quantity  of  Goods  I  looked  upon  Mr. 
Croghans  success  as  very  probable.  But  when  they  spare  no 

1  Extract  made  by  C.  E.  Carter  before  the  original  in  Johnson  Manu¬ 
scripts  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections, 
1  1  :67-68.  According  to  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  280,  the  letter  also  men¬ 
tioned  “an  intended  journey  to  repair  the  western  forts,  the  delivery  of 

Lieut.  Fraser  to  Pondiac . a  purchase  in  which  Gordon  is  concerned 

with  Croghan,  in  the  Susquehanna  Manor,  Babies  account  at  Detroit, 
Marsac’s  deserts  [Johnson  Papers,  4:803-6]  and  changes  in  the  British 
ministry.” 

2  Hugh  Crawford,  merchant. 
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Expense  and  we  starve  the  Cause,  as  well  as  make  other  mistakes, 

I  mean  in  the  fighting  way,  it  is  not  certain  their  influence  will 
prevail. 

FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Copy./  Neiv  York  August  12th.  1765. — 

Dear  Sir, 

I  Am  favored  with  yours  of  the  25th.  Ult0.2  inclosing  intelli¬ 
gence  from  Missilimakmak,  and  the  Articles  Subscribed  to  by 
the  Shawnese.  It  is  very  Plain  that  the  French  are  Intriguing,  but 
We  must  have  Patience,  and  see  how  the  Messages  from  the  Six 
Nations  &c  will  operate  amongst  the  Western  Indians.  The 
Miamies  have  delivered  their  Prisoners  and  the  Ottawas  some 
Deserters,  this  looks  like  coming  to  good  Terms  and  I  hope  that 
Lieu*.  Co11.  Campbell3  will  improve  these  good  beginnings. 
Lieu1.  Fraser’s4 5  Belts  of  Peace  were  accepted  by  Pondiac, 
Ilinois,  Poutcatamies,  and  Chippewas.  He  ran  a  great  Risk,  from 
different  Storys  that  were  propagated;  and  Mr.  Croghan  not  ar¬ 
riving,  Pondiac  at  first  was  going  to  kill  him,  and  afterwards 
saved  His  life,  and  protected  Him.  Messengers  were  sent 
to  the  Ouabache  to  look  for  Mr.  Croghan,  not  hearing  of  him  had 
like  to  prove  of  bad  Consequence  to  Lieu'.  Fraser.  These  Cir¬ 
cumstances  are  related  by  Mr.  Fraser  to  Major  Farmar  in 
Letters  to  the  1 7th.  of  May,  On  what  Account  He  left  the 
Ilinois  I  don’t  know,  but  Am  told  by  Monsr.  Aubry  in  a  Letter 
received  this  Morning  that  Lieu*.  Fraser  arrived  at  New  Orleans 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  868-70. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 

5  Major  Robert  Farmar  of  the  34th  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 
Chartres. 
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on  the  19th.  of  June.  He  Supposes  that  not  hearing  of  Mr. 
Croghan,  He,  Lieu1.  Fraser  did  not  chuse  to  trust  himself  any 
longer  to  Pondiac's  Mercy,  least  he  should  tire  in  Expectations, 
and  think  He  had  only  told  him  Lies  about  Mr.  Croghan’s 
coming.  It  is  unlucky  that  Mr.  Fraser’s  Precipitancy  carried 
him  away  before  Mr.  Croghan,  or  that  the  other  was  so  long 
detained,  before  he  could  follow  him,  for  had  Mr.  Croghan  been 
there  in  time,  all  would  have  gone  on  smoothly  and  well;  And  I 
don’t  doubt  that  He  will  Manage  every  thing  very  well  on  his 
arrival.  The  greatest  Difficulties  he  will  meet  with,  will  be  the 
French  Convoy.  Lieu*.  Fraser  says  Some  Boats  were  arrived, 
and  the  Indians  so  constantly  Drunk,  that  he  was  in  great  Danger. 
It  is  time  to  hear  of  Mr.  Croghan,  the  last  Letters  from  Fort  Pitt 
of  the  24,h.  July,  No  News  but  Indian  Intelligence  about  Fraser, 
all  false.  And  there  was  One  Acco'.  of  Croghan’s  arrival  at  the 
Ilinois,  and  had  Settled  every  thing  and  made  Peac "e,  and  that 
He  would  be  at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  9th.  of  August;  but  it  is  not  Au- 
thentick. 

You  received  I  hope  and  forwarded  my  Letter  to  Niagara, 
wherein  I  desire  relief  might  be  given  to  the  Senaca’s  in  Pro¬ 
visions. 

I  Am  with  great  Regard. 

Dear  Sir. 

&ca.  — 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar'. 

INDORSED: 

Copy./  To 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 

Johnson  Hall. 

New  York  August  12th.  1763.  — • 
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FROM  ALEXANDER  MCKEE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Fort  Pit,  August  12th.,  1765. 

Sir  — 

Since  my  letter  of  the  2d.  Ins1.2  little  Cetchy  a  Seneca  Chief 
that  was  one  of  the  Deputies  who  accompanied  Mr.  Croghan, 
and  made  his  Escape  at  the  time  he  was  taken,  arrived  here,  and 
informed  me  that  a  Shawanese  chief  had  been  the  cause  of  what 
had  happened  to  Mr.  Croghan,  and  the  Shawanese,  by  delivering 
some  time  before  some  speeches  in  the  name  of  the  French  to  the 
Nations  residing  near  the  Illenois,  which  changed  their  Dispo¬ 
sition  for  Peace  after  they  had  assembled  themselves  for  that 
purpose,  and  in  Consequence  of  these  Speeches  they  dispersed, 
and  returned  home;  —  then  a  Party  of  the  Kecapoe,  and 
Musqueton  Nations  attacked,  and  robbed  Mr.  Croghan.  ' 

(Signed)  — 

Alexr.  McKee  — 


FROM  ROGER  MORRIS 


Contemporary  Copy 1 

Neiv  York  12th.  August  1765 

Sir  — 

Some  time  last  Year  Samuel  Monroe  of  Dutchess  County 
contrived  to  get  himself  appointed  Guardian  to  Daniel  Nimham, 
an  Indian,  and  in  consequence  of  that  Appointment  laid  Claim 
in  behalf  of  the  said  Daniel  Nimham,  and  others  to  that  part  of 
Dutchess  County  called  the  South  Precinct,  being  a  Tract  of 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Ante  p.  877. 

11  See  Croghan  to  Alexander  McKee,  July  13,  1765,  ante  pp.  845-47. 

‘In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  The  A.L.S.  in 
mutilated  form  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:820-21.  1  he  text  here 

is  nearly  identical,  although  the  last  sentence  of  the  letter  and  indorsement 
are  omitted. 
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Land  formerly  granted  to  Adolp  Philipse.1  —  As  I  am  (by 
right  of  Mrs.  Morris)  entitled  to  part  of  that  Tract  of  Land,  I 
was  too  much  interested  not  to  be  concerned  at  such  Proceedings; 
and  tho’  upon  application  to  several  eminent  Gentlemen  of  the 
Law,  we  had  the  most  satisfactory  opinion  with  regard  to  our 
Right,  and  the  groundless  Pretensions  of  Nimham,  yet  Monroe 
by  making  use  of  every  artful  Method  in  our  Absence  to  per¬ 
suade  our  Tenants  not  to  acknowledge  us  as  Landlords,  or  pay 
us  any  Rent,  but  by  urging  them  to  take  Leases  under  the 
Indian,  had  prevailed  upon  such  numbers  of  them  to  hold  under 
that  Title,  that  we  found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  timely,  and 
sufficient  Redress  at  Common  Law,  and  therefore,  were  advised 
to  petition  the  Lieu'.  Governor  and  Council,  which  we  did.  Our 
Petition  was  favorably  received,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
whereof  one  of  the  Judges  was  to  be  one.  fortunately  for  us,  the 
day  the  Report  upon  our  Petition  was  to  be  made  in  Council, 
Monroe,  with  Daniel  Nimham  and  three  other  Indians  appeared 
at  the  Fort,  and  a  Petition  in  their  behalf  was  delivered,  and 
read  in  Council,  the  Council  took  it  into  immediate  Considera¬ 
tion,  and  proceeded  upon  the  Examination  of  our  title,  and  into 
the  reason  of  the  Indians  Complaint.  —  Had  any  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Council,  or  of  the  Law,  after  having  examined  our 
Papers  given  us  reason  to  suppose  there  were  the  least  grounds 
for  the  Support  of  the  Indian  Claim,  you  may  be  assured,  Sir, 
neither  Mr.  Philipse,2 3  Mr.  Robinson2'  or  myself  would  have 
omitted  writing  to  you  upon  the  Subject,  and  I  should  be  at  a  loss 
now  for  an  excuse  for  troubling  you  with  this  Letter,  but  that  I 
have  been  lately  informed  that  some  Persons  who  have  supported 
iMonroe,  and  this  Indian  Claim,  have  been  making  application  to 
you  in  their  behalf.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  send¬ 
ing  you  the  inclosed,  which  is  a  printed  Copy  of  the  Proceedings 

1  June  1  7,  1697.  See  Calendar  of  Land  Papers ,  p.  343. 

2  Philip  Philipse,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Highland  Patent. 

3  Beverly  Robinson. 
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of  the  Lieu'.  Governor  and  Council,  and  will  inform  you  of  their 
Opinion  of  the  Conduct  of  Monroe  upon  that  Occasion.  —  I  am 


&c. 


(Signed)  Roger  Morris1 2 3  — 


FROM  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

A.  Df.  Sr 

New  York  August  12th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir 

Last  Post  Day  I  began  a  Letter  to  you  on  the  Subject  of 
Kayaderosseras,  but  I  could  not  so  many  were  my  Interruptions 
compleat  it,  and  was  obliged  to  defer  it  til  now.  —  My  last  among 
other  things  informed  you  I  had  [the  Mo]  that  Morning  only 
obtained  Copies  of  the  Indian  Deed  and  Patent  of  Kayoderos- 
seras  and  the  Petition  on  which  the  Grant  was  obtained  not  being 
recited  in  the  Grant,  I  could  not  tell  what  they  had  suggested  to  the 
Govr.  to  induce  him  to  Grant.  - —  Since  which  I  have  procured 
a  copy  of  one  petition  —  of  Naming  Harmanse  &  Company,  but 
no  other  Names  mentioned.  The  Substance  of  [this]  it  is  a 
Complaint  that  One  Mrs.  Broughton  had  got  the  Indian  Deed 
for  Kayaderosseras  in  her  Hands,  and  would  not  deliver  it  up, 
and  a  Prayer  that  she  might  be  compelled  to  do  it,  and  on  her 
Refusal  that  a  Grant  might  nevertheless  pass  for  the  Lands. 
This  Petition  does  not  describe  the  Lands  with  any  tolerable 
Certainty  —  but  declares  they  [n>ere]  had  purchased  from  the 
Indians  a  Tract  called  Kayadeross  [eras]es,  situate  on  Schenec¬ 
tady  and  Hudsons  River  above  Albany  —  That  it  Tvas  paid  for 
by  Peter  Fauconier  &  Harmanse. 

^ee  letter  of  Johnson  to  Morris,  Aug.  26,  I  765,  post  pp.  911-12,  in 
which  he  declines  to  interfere  in  this  affair,  and  stating  the  principles  on 
which  he  is  guided  in  relation  to  disputes  over  Indian  claims. 

2  In  New  York  Historical  Society,  Kempe  Collection.  Printed  in 
mutilated  form  in  Johnson  Papers  4:817-19,  it  is  therefore  here  given  in 
full. 

3  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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Tho  [the]  Business  in  those  Days  was  not  done  here  with  the 
greatest  Regularity,  I  could  not  be  satisfied  the  Grant  could 
have  issued  on  such  a  petition  [containing  so  little  of  certainty  in 
the  Description  of  the  Lands]  as  this  &  therefore  I  searched  the 
Office  myself,  and  find  [several]  two  or  three  others  particularly 
by  one  Sampson  Broughton,  One  of  which  describes  the  Lands 
asked  for.  This  Mr.  Banyar  &  myself  examined  with  the  Grant, 
and  find  it  different  not  only  in  expression  but  in  Substance  as  we 
judged  from  the  Indian  Deed,  as  well  as  the  Grant  which  also 
differs  from  the  Indian  Deed  on  Record  —  And  tho  I  can  find 
no  other  Petition  describing  the  Lands,  I  cannot  help  suspecting 
there  may  be  another  corresponding  with  the  Description  of  the 
Lands  in  the  Grant,  as  I  cannot  presume  the  Atty.  General  [o/] 
at  that  Day  would  have  presumed  so  materially  to  change  the 
Descriptive  Part  of  a  Grant  without  good  Authority-  And 
here  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  said,  there  was 
another  Indian  Deed  executed  by  the  Indians,  containing  a 
Description  of  the  Lands  sold  by  them  almost  in  the  very  words, 
and  entirely  agreeing  with  the  Description  in  the  Grant,  this  I 
have  often  been  told  by  some  of  the  Proprietors,  and  lately  by 
Mr.  Banyar  who  assured  me  he  had  been  shown  a  Copy  of  it, 
and  was  surprized  to  find  [how]  the  Agreement  between  that 
&  the  Grant.  He  observed  it  bears  Date  the  same  Day 
with  the  Indian  Deed  on  Record,  is  to  the  same  Parties,  and 
witnessed  by  the  same  Persons.  Tis  a  strange  Transaction  & 
perplexes  me.  That  such  a  Deed  should  have  existed  at  the  Time 
of  the  Grant,  and  not  be  on  Record  when  another  Deed  not 
so  much  to  their  Purpose  was  recorded  is  a  little  unaccountable, 
nor  can  it  be  cleaned  up  by  supposing  this  was  the  Deed  in  M  . 
Broughton’s  Possession,  because  her  Son  Sampson  Broughton 
does  not  follow  it  in  his  Petition  for  the  Lands,  which  it  [must 
be  pres-]  is  natural  to  presume  he  would  have  done  had  he  known 
of  it  On  the  other  Hand  I  cant  conceive  the  [AtP.  General  G] 
Officers  of  Government  would  have  passed  this  Grant  unless 
such  an  Indian  Deed  had  appeared.  Thus  I  am  really  per- 
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plexed,  and  do  not  know  what  to  think  of  it  have  thought  proper 
you  should  be  made  acquainted  with  it,  hoping  I  may  receive 
Light  on  it  from  you  And  now  Sir  I  shall  proceed  to  answer 
your  Queries.  —  but  shall  first  premise  my  Sentiments  as  to  the 
Necessity  of  an  Indian  Deed  to  enable  the  King  to  grant. 

And  [/  must  tho  I  must  confess ]  I  must  observe  here  that  it  is 
the  Policy  of  our  Constitution  that  wheresoever  the  Kings  [has] 
Dominions  extend,  he  is  the  [ Origin ]  Fountain  of  all  Property 
in  Lands,  and  to  deny  that  Right  in  the  Crown  in  any  Place  is  in 
Effect  denying  his  Right  to  rule  there  —  Hence  it  follows  that 
[there  is  no  need]  in  a  legal  Consideration  [of  the]  the  King 
can  grant  Lands  [where]  within  his  Dominions  here,  as  well 
without  a  previous  Conveyance  from  the  Indians  as  with  — 
Nevertheless  the  Crown  has  thought  fit  by  its  Instructions  to  its 
Govrs.  here  to  [make]  direct  them  not  to  Grant  Lands,  before 
[a  Purchase]  they  were  purchased  from  the  Indians,  but  this 
is  not  [made  as  Restrictions  Were  mentioned  as  a  fact]  a  Re¬ 
striction  [mention'd]  contained  in  his  Commission  by  which  he 
has  Power  to  grant,  but  exists  in  the  private  Instructions,  And 
[therefore  it  may  admit  of  a  Doubt,  whether  if]  tho  if  a 
Governor  should  act  contrary  to  his  Instructions  it  would  justly 
expose  him[se//]  to  the  Kings  Displeasure,  yet  perhaps  his  Acts 
might  be  nevertheless  binding,  and  a  Grant  contrary  to  the  In¬ 
structions  good,  if  the  Gov1,  pursued  the  Powers  in  his  Commis¬ 
sion.  —  If  this  second  Indian  Deed  should  not  have  been  in 
being  then  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant,  the  Grant  may  be  adjudged 
good.  But  of  this  I  speak  doubtfully,  rather  inclining  to  think 
there  is  a  Clause  in  the  Commission  would  make  it  void. 

I  think  if  the  Patentees  suggested  to  the  Govrs.  that  they  had 
purchased  the  Lands  contained  in  their  Grant,  when  they  really 
had  not,  and  by  that  Means  [induced  obtained  the]  induced  the 
Govr.  to  grant.  It  is  such  a  Fraud  as  will  vacate  the  Grant.  — 
But  I  think  these  Suggestions  should  appear  to  have  induced  the 
Granting  the  Lands  by  their  being  recited  as  the  Inducements 
—  which  is  not  done  in  the  present  Grant,  [there  being] 
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I  conceive  also  a  Purchase  from  [the]  Indians,  except  from  the 
Chiefs,  is  not  a  good  Purchase,  because  I  understand  no  Indi¬ 
viduals  among  these  Indians  had  any  Property  in  Lands  but 
Occupancy,  the  Right  of  the  Soil  being  in  the  Nation  [col¬ 
lectively]  or  Public. 

Admitting  the  Restrictions  in  the  Instructions,  destroyed  the 
Govrs.  Powers  to  grant  unless  a  Purchase  was  first  made  from  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  Lands  granted  were  not  purchased  properly 
from  the  Natives,  I  think  the  Grant  void. 

Admitting  as  the  Grant  contains  no  Suggestions,  that  we  can 
avail  ourselves  of  the  Suggestions  in  the  Petitions  &  that  they  are 
false  I  think  the  Grant  voidable. 

This  with  what  I  wrote  you  before  I  think  fully  answers  all 
your  Queries  except  the  last  vizk 

“If  the  Grant  is  good  in  Common  Law  what  other.  Method 
can  best  be  taken  to  obtain  Justice  for  the  Indians  —  who  as 
illiterate  Persons  not  immediately  under  the  Laws  require  some 
Latitude  in  these  Cases  &c.” 

I  answer  I  know  of  none  but  the  Aid  of  the  Legislature  here 
or  in  Great  Britain,  and  here  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  obtained.  — 

Let  me  again  request  least  Blame  should  [fie  at  my  Door]  be 
imputed  to  me  for  Delay,  if  upon  the  whole  you  think  it  best  to 
proceed,  ag*.  the  Patent,  as  there  will  be  much  Labour  [to]  as 
well  to  collect  all  the  Materials  &  Instructions  necessary  for  a 
true  understanding  of  this  Affair,  so  much  perplexed  as  it  is,  as 
in  the  prosecuting  it  to  Effect.  That  you  will  as  soon  as  possible 
furnish  me  with  a  succinct  &  full  State  of  the  Case  at  large,  and 
agreable  to  the  Recommendation  of  the  Govr.  &  Council  employ 
a  Solicitor  to  be  aiding  here 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

with  great  Respect 
Your  most  obed*. 
humble  Servant. 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson 


J.  T.  Kempe 
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12th.  August  1765 


Letter  to  Sir  William  Johnson 
TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  August  15th.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  You  on  the  9th.  Inst.“  in 
answer  to  your  last,  since  writing,  the  Mail  arrived  from  New 
York,  but  brought  me  no  letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  or 
from  any  person  in  England,  as  I  had  the  greatest  reason  to 
expect  that  the  last  pacquet  must  have  of  course  brought  me  some 
orders,  or  at  least  informed  me  whether  the  Plan  was  fixed,  or 
not,  my  Disapointment  is  of  course  verry  great  on  not  hearing  a 
Syllable  on  the  Subject.  —  The  Lords  of  Trade  sent  me  the 
Plan  for  my  perusal  &  Correction,  signifying  at  the  same  time  his 
Majestys  accordation  thereof,  &  that  of  his  Ministry,  that  nothing 
remained  but  the  accordation  of  Parliament,  before  whom  it  was 
to  be  imediately  laid,  and  Accompained  all  this  with  many 
assurances  of  his  Majestys  attention  to  the  Indians,  &  resolution 
to  remedy  abuses  &  have  their  Affairs  conducted  on  one  uniform 
System:  as  this  Plan  seemed  apparently  necessary  from  the 
present  state  of  our  Indian  Alliances,  &  as  it  did  not  affect  the 
Public  at  Home  or  in  the  Colonies,  there  could  be  little  reason 
to  think  it  would  meet  with  opposition  from  the  House,  —  and 
I  found  myself  obhdged  to  communicate  the  particulars  of  his 
Majestys  Good  intentions  to  the  Indian  Nations,  at  which  they 
expressed  the  greatest  Satisfaction,  and  it  greatly  contributed 
to  reduce  Many  of  the  Nations  to  Peace  &  order.  They  have 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft,  dated  Aug.  16,  1765,  badly 
damaged  by  fire,  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:825-28. 

2  Ante  pp.  878-80. 
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repeatedly  applied  to  me  since  about  it,  &  I  have  put  them  off 
from  Day  to  Day  with  hopes  that  it  would  soon  arrive,  and  dur¬ 
ing  all  this  Period  I  wrote  to  England  frequently  recommending 
ye.  urgency  thereof,  &  that  I  might  have  the  earliest  Orders  to 
take  the  necessary  measures  without  delay.  This  induced  me  to 
expect  that  altho  the  Affair  might  not  be  thoroughly  settled,  I 
yet  was  entitled  to  receive  an  answer  on  the  Subject.  Since  that 
is  not  the  case  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  Act,  since  I  am  neither  im- 
powered  to  incurr  any  Expenses  but  at  my  own  Hazard,  nor 
have  I  Officers  near  Sufficient  to  discharge  the  Duty  within  my 
Department,  wE  has  become  so  verry  extensive  since  the  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  Canada.  —  At  that  period  I  represented  my  inability  to 
carry  on  the  Service  without  being  properly  Supported,  &  having 
the  Assistance  of  Several  necessary  Officers,  all  which  I  was 
promised,  but  it  was  not  till  1762  that  my  third  Deputy  (L*. 
Johnson) 1  was  appointed,  altho  he  had  acted  Several  trouble¬ 
some  Offices,  &  attended  me  without  Pay  for  two  Years  before  he 
was  fixed  as  my  imediate  Deputy  for  the  Six  Nations  &ca.  besides 
wh.  he  was  obliged  to  do  the  Duty  of  Secretary  from  the  bad 
state  of  health  of  Mr.  Marsh2  &  his  ignorance  of  the  Indian 
Forms.  Mr.  Croghan  had  enough  to  do  v/ithin  his  District.  In 
short  Everry  one  concerned  has  had  his  hands  full,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  describe  the  different  Dutys  &  fatiuges  of  the  Deputys, 
particularly  here,  where  is  the  principal  Resort  of  Indians,  so 
that  the  business  in  one  place,  will  not  permit  them  to  make  a 
Tour  at  all  times  to  another.  —  The  Plan  was  intended  to  fix 
Persons  as  well  to  inspect  the  Trade,  as  to  transact  all  Indian 
Affairs  at  the  Out  Posts,  &  the  Deputys  were  each  in  his  Dis¬ 
trict  to  Visit  them  as  his  time  permitted,  to  inspect  into  the  State 
of  Affairs,  &  remedy  Abuses,  the  Commissarys  were  to  make  con- 

1  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Witham  Marsh  was  appointed  by  the  crown  as  secretary  of  Indian 
affairs  in  place  of  Peter  Wraxall  who  had  died  during  the  summer  of 

1759. 
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stant  report  of  the  State  of  Affairs,  the  Interpreters  were  to 
Assist  them,  &  the  Smiths  would  have  been  highly  agreable  to 
the  Indians,  by  this  System  everry  thing  would  have  gone  on 
regularly,  I  should  have  had  constant  Intelligence,  &  been  able 
to  know  how  Matters  went,  &  to  effect  everry  end  required 
by  Persons  on  the  Spot,  the  Indians  would  observe  we  attended 
to  them,  &  their  Doubts  would  soon  be  removed,  But  as  Affairs 
now  Stand,  my  Hands  are  tyed  up,  &  I  cannot  think  myself  sure 
if  I  make  appointments  as  I  may  deceive  those  I  employ,  as 
their  Sallaries  may  possibly  be  objected  to,  so  that  if  I  hear 
nothing  by  next  Packquet,  I  must  make  my  case  known  to  his 
Majesty,  that  I  may  be  dismissed,  unless  properly  supported,  & 
as  I  have  neither  Interest  or  Ease  in  the  Office,  I  cant  have  any 
private  Motive  for  continueing.  I  dont  know  how  I  can  take  upon 
me  to  make  any  Appointments  so  that  the  Officers  Sallaries  may 
be  secure  unless  You  will  undertake  it,  but  I  will  not  attempt 
to  press  You  on  the  Subject,  from  the  restrictions  You  are  under. 

I  herewith  enclose  You  the  Acc1.  of  my  Disbursements  since 
the  5th.  of  Octbr.  last,  it  could  not  fail  being  large  as  it  contains 
the  Expence  in  Several  Quarters,  hitherto  come  to  hand,  the 
Cloathing  I  was  oblidged  to  give  the  Indians  Who  returned  from 
the  Army,  the  losses  they  Sustained  on  the  Campaign,  &  by  the 
Wreck  of  the  Boats,  the  many  large  Conferences  I  have  had 
since,  &  other  Articles  on  which  I  could  not  prudently  with  draw 
my  Hand  on  the  Sudden.  Matters  being  now  better  Settled,  I 
shall  conform  to  the  orders  from  the  Treasury  as  near  as  I  can  for 
the  future. 

I  have  a  letter  from  L1.  Co11.  Campbel  of  the  15th.  Ult0.1  & 
another  from  Cap1.  Howard  of  the  24th.  June,2  Coppys  of  Which 
I  enclose  You,  least  you  should  not  have  heard  from  that 
Quarter,  from  many  flying  reports  on  that  Head  I  can  hardly 
beleive  Mr.  Croghan  was  killed  as  is  mentioned,  but  I  hope 
shortly  to  hear  farther. 


1  Ante  pp.  854-56. 

2  Ante  pp.  804-9. 
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This  Moment  I  have  received  another  Pacquet  from  L‘.  Co11. 
Campbell  with  the  agreable  news  of  Mr.  Croghans  safety.  I 
herewith  enclose  You  a  Copy  of  his  letter  from  Warviaghtanon 1 
together  with  one  from  Mr.  Sinnott2  to  him.  You  will  find  Co11. 
Campbels  first  Intelligence  was  partly  right,  Mr.  Croghan  is 
preparing  to  proceed  to  the  Illinois,  &  I  agree  with  him  in  opinion 
that  the  Murder  of  the  three  Sharvanese  may  be  productive  of 
good  consequences,  nor  do  I  think  it  improper  to  lay  the  Same 
before  the  Six  Nations  &ca.  of  Whom,  &  the  Shawanese  the 
K-icapous  must  be  in  great  dread,  and  as  Id.  Govr.  Fauquiere 
has  Just  wrote  to  me  requesting  I  would  use  my  endeavours  to 
bring  about  a  Peace  between  the  Six  Nations  &  Cherokees,3 
at  the  request  of  ye.  latter  It  will  not  I  think  be  amiss  to  divert 
the  Arms  of  the  former  to  the  Kickapous  &ca.  as  it  will  at  least 
create  some  disturbance  in  our  favour,  &  prevent  the  Ill  dis¬ 
posed  from  giving  us  trouble,  all  which  might  I  dare  say  be 
effected  at  the  Expence  of  some  Amunition  from  Us.  — 

I  enclose  You  an  Extract  of  L>.  Co1.  Campbells  last  letter  that 
you  may  see  what  he  says  on  the  intended  Visit  of  the  Illinois 
in  Consequence  of  Co11.  Bradstreets  invitation.  —  In  case  they 
come  to  Detroit,  He,  or  Mr.  Croghan  should  certainly  be  im- 
powered  to  use  them  well,  as  it  is  the  beginning  of  an  Acquaint¬ 
ance,  &  a  favourable  impression  is  of  great  importance  amongst 
the  Indians.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  respect 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  sincere  welwisher 

Genrl.  Gage  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

1  Ouiatanon,  in  Indiana,  at  the  junction  of  the  Tippecanoe  and  Wabash 
rivers.  Croghan  was  carried  to  this  town  by  his  Indian  captors.  See  ante 

pp.  836-4 1 . 

-  P.  A.  Sinnott,  deputy  of  Superintendent  John  Stuart.  He  was  sent 
to  Fort  Chartres  from  the  South  and  was  forced  to  make  a  hasty  return. 

“July  22,  1765.  See  ante  pp.  863-64. 
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INDORSED: 

Sir  WilH  Johnson 

Johnson  Hall  Augst.  15th.  1765 


Inclosing  the  Copy  of  a  letter 
from  L'.  Col0.  Campble  to  Sr.  WilK 
Copy  of  Mr.  Sinotts  Letter 
to  Mr.  Croghan  dated  Kaskasia 

14th.  July  1  765.  — 

Copy  of  Cap1.  Howards  Letter 
to  Sir  WilH.  dated  Michili  : 
Mackinac  24'L  June  1765. 

Extract  of  L‘.  Col0.  Campbles 
Letter  to  Sr.  Will1".  Johnson 
dated  Detroit  25th.  July  1765 
&  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Croghan  to  Sr.  Will"1.  Johnson 
dated  Ouiatonon  12th.  July 

1765 


TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 1 
Johnson  Hall,  August  15 (L,  1765. 

Sir  — 

The  Pacquet  which  you  sent  the  4th.  Ins‘.2  contained  very 
agreeable  news,  especially  after  that  I  received  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  of  Mr.  Croghan’s  being  killed.3  The  Death  of  the  Shawa- 
nese  who  accompanied  him,  may  be  turned  to  our  Advantage,  as 
that  Nation,  with  the  Delawares,  and  Six  Nations  will  readily 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

2  Ante  p.  878. 

3  Croghan  and  a  party  of  Shawnees  on  June  8,  1765  were  attacked 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  river,  by  Kickapous  and  Mascoutins.  Croghan 
Was  captured,  but  not  killed. 
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engage  to  furnish  the  KickapaiCs  &c  which  may  be  a  means 
of  keeping  the  latter,  and  their  Allies  to  busy  to  give  us  much 
further  Disturbance.  —  1  am  glad  the  Senecas  shew  so  much 
Affection  to  you  as  to  offer  you  Navy  Island.1  —  At  the  gen¬ 
eral  Conference  I  held  with  them  last  Summer  at  Niagra  after 
making  a  Cession  of  the  Carrying  Place  &c  to  his  Majesty,  they 
did  publickly  make  me  a  Present  of  all  the  Islands  in  the  Streight 
from  the  Great  Falls  to  Lake  Erie,  as  a  return  for  the  great 
trouble  they  had  repeatedly  given  me,  in  which  Navy  Island  is 
included.  —  but  as  I  thought  very  little  of  their  Gift,  nor  ever 
possessed  any  Land,  but  what  I  formerly  bought  from  the 
White  Inhabitants,  I  Judged  it  might  prove  of  more  use  to  the 
Government,  and  accordingly  made  a  Tender  of  the  Whole  to 
his  Majesty  in  my  letter  to  London  at  that  time,  since  which  I 
have  heard  no  more  about  it  —  I  am  much  obliged  to -you  for  the 
Compliment  you  make  me  in  a  choice  of  my  Neighbourhood.  I 
never  intended  any  of  these  Places  shou’d  be  my  Property,  so  that 
I  must  deny  myself  such  an  expectation,  though  nothing  could  be 
more  agreeable  to  me  than  a  Contiguity  of  our  Concerns,  as  it 
might  afford  me  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  you  sometimes.  —  per¬ 
haps  the  Government  at  home  might  make  you  a  Grant  of  that 
Island  in  consequence  of  the  Indians  publicly  accquiescing  therein. 
This  is  the  only  Method  of  Obtaining  Lands  at  present;  but  as 
those  Islands  are  within  the  District  secured  by  the  Treaties 
in  1701  and  1726  to  the  Indians,  and  their  Posterity,  his 
Majesty  may  object  to  its  becoming  private  Property,  —  and 
I  know  that  since  the  Reduction  of  Niagra,  some  Gentlemen  who 
had  a  Grant  of  1 0,000  Acres  near  Little  Niagra  from  Sir  Jeffry 
Amherst,  (till  his  Majesties  pleasure  was  known)  were  obliged 
afterwards  to  relinquish  it.  I  am  w'L  great  Esteem  &c  Yrs. 

W.  Johnson 


1  Navy  Island  near  Niagara. 
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FROM  RALPH  BURTON 

L.S.1 2 

Montreal  / 6A  August  I76d. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  hope  You  have  received  my  letter  of  the  26lh.  of  June  last 
in  answer  to  Yours  brought  Me  by  Cap1.  Claws,  sent  by  an 
English  Merc1,  going  to  New  York.  I  take  this  opportunity  by 
Ld.  Adam  Gordon  of  acknowledging  Y  our  favour  of  the  1 41’1. 
of  July.3 4  I  am  glad  Mr.  Perthius  answered  Your  purpose  as  a 
good  Interpreter,  as  for  his  leaning  to  the  old  side,  tis  what  we 
must  expect,  &  guard  against. 

I  most  sincerely  rejoice  with  Y  ou,  that  Y  our  Treaty  with 
the  Senecas,  Delawares,  Susquehanas  &ca.  has  produced  every 
thing  that  cou’d  be  wished  for,  &  occasioned  the  delivering  up 
such  a  large  number  of  Prisoners,  as  You  mention,  and  hope 
that  this  June  Packet,  which  I  hear  is  arrived,  has  brought  the 
necessary  appointments,  &  Regulations  for  Indian  affairs  agreable 
to  the  Plan  which  You  have  transmitted  home,  which  no  doubt 
wou’d  settle  all  those  Matters  upon  a  staple,  &  permanent  foot- 

We  have  here  by  the  way  of  Detroit  accounts  of  Col.  Crog- 
han  being  arrived  at  Fort  Chartres,  on  which  I  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  You. 

Cap1.  Claws  will  most  certainly  acquaint  You  with  the  very 
handsome  Manner,  in  which  the  Indians  of  Caghnawaga  &c 
Chanesodaga  have  received  Ld.  Adam  Gordon  upon  his  visit¬ 
ing  their  Castles.  —  I  am  much  obliged  to  You  for  your  Kind 

1  In  University  of  Pittsburgh  Library. 

2  Daniel  Claus. 

3  Listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  276,  as  “mentioning  interpreter  [Louis] 
Perthuis’  prejudices,  delivery  of  prisoners  by  Indians  and  peace  with  the 
Shawnese  and  Mingos. 

4  From  April  29  to  May  22,  1  765,  Johnson  held  conferences  with  the 
Six  Nations  and  Delawares. 
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Congratulations  upon  my  late  promotion.1  We  are  waiting  with 
great  impatience  for  the  arrival  of  the  Packet,  as  we  are  informed 
it  contains  a  great  deal  of  News.  Mrs.  Burton  &  I  Joyn  in  our 
best  respects  to  You,  &  family,  &  I  am 

Dear  Sir 

with  great  truth,  &  regard 
Your  most  obedient,  &  humble 
Servant 

Sir  W«.  Johnston,  Barr*.  R.  Burton. 

FROM  AUGUSTINE  PREVOST 

A.  L.  S. 

Albany  August  the  16th.  1765 

[  i 

]  forgive  me  for  the  Liberty  I  take  to  ask 
[  ]  heard  for  our  Self  of  the  Accident  that  has 

[befajllen  Mr.  Croghan  for  either  it  is  true,  or  not  [ 

This  morning  I  received  a  Letter  from  Col1.  Bradstreet 


acquainting  me  with  his  being  only  a  Prisoner 
[This]  Letter  I  take  the  Liberty  to  enclose  You 
[that]  you  may  judge  of  our  Situation,  before  [ 
[hav]ing  been  informed  for  certain  that  he  has  been  [ 
[  ] 

Excuse  me  for  intruding  on  your  [ 

[  ]  but  the  Civility  &  kindness  you  [ 

]  at  Johnson  Hall  has  emboldend  me  [ 

]  you  with  this,  to  make  a  doubt  of  your  [ 
]  me  an  Answer  would  be  deviating  [ 

[  ]  Opinion  to  all  the  rest  of  the  World  [ 

]  the  highest  notion  of  your  Caractere  [ 

]  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  [ 


1  Burton  was  made  Colonel  of  the  3d  Buffs,  Nov.  22,  1  764.  See 
Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:93. 
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]  I  am  possesed  with  the  Talent  of  Flatery 
[It]  has  always  been  a  fault  for  which  I  have  [  ] 

had  the  greatest  aversion.  So  I  therefore 

beg  of  you  to  accept  of  Mrs.  Pr[evosts]  best  [  ] 

have  the  honnour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard 

Sir 

To  Your  most  ob[edient] 

Sir  William  Johnson  most  humble  [servant] 

Aug.  Prevost 

INDORSED:1 2 

Lieut  Prevosts  Letter 
Augst.  1 6th.  1765 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy~ 


Detroit,  Aug  17lh.  1765. 

SR. 

I  Receiv’d  the  favor  of  your  letter  of  the  26th.  of  June,3  and 
I  will  with  pleasure  observe  the  Directions  therein  mentioned.  I 
had  no  Opportunity  to  speak  to  any  Indians  since  the  Receipt  of 
your  letter,  they  have  given  me  very  little  trouble  for  some  time 
past,  which  I  am  very  glad  of,  as  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to 
satisfy  their  Expectations,  or  Demands:  for  I  am  determined  to 
incur  no  more  Expences  at  this  Post,  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it. 
Some  of  the  Huron  Chiefs  came  to  see  me  the  other  Day,  and 
demanded  as  a  particular  favor  I  would  give  them  a  fat  Ox  to 
entertain  all  their  Tribes,  being  a  Festival  day  they  had  been 
used  to  Observe,  upon  my  refusing  to  grant  them  this  favour, 
they  seemed  to  be  very  much  displeased,  and  discontented,  noth 
withstanding  every  thing  I  could  say  to  them,  and  went  away 

1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7. 

3  Ante  pp.  809-1  2. 


The  Indian  Uprising,  1764-1765 


899 


very  abruptly  saying  that  they  were  entirely  neglected  by  the 
English.  W abbicommicot  the  Missasagey  Chief  arrived  here 

yesterday,  and  De  Coaugne,1  and  are  to  set  out  to  morrow  morn¬ 
ing  to  the  Miamies  —  I  am  with  regard  and  Esteem  —  Sr. 
Yours  &c  — 

John  Campbell2 

P .S.  Since  writing  the  above  Mr.  Croghan  arrived  here  who 
writes  to  you  by  this  opportunity  an  account  of  his  proceedings. 
A  great  many  Indians  are  here  at  present  in  consequence  of  Col. 
Bradstreets  Invitation.  I  am  extremely  glad  that  Mr.  Croghan 
happens  to  be  here  at  this  time,  as  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  be  able 
to  send  away  those  Indians  contented,  wch.  is  more  than  I  could 
do. 

FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN  ^ 

Contemporary  Copy3 

Detroit  Aug1.  17  —  1765 

Honoured  Sir  — 

I  wrote  to  You  last  from  Weotonan  of  the  12th.  July,4  in 
which  I  Informed  your  honour  of  what  had  happened  since  my 
departure  from  fort  Pitt.  On  the  18th.  of  July  I  Sett  off  from 
Weotonan  to  the  Ilinois,  but  being  met  by  part  of  the  Deputies 
of  the  Delawares,  Shawanese,  and  Six  Nations,  which  accom¬ 
panied  Mr.  FrasieP  and  Me  Down  the  Ohio,  with  Pontiac  &  a 
Deputation  of  the  Nations  Inhabiting  the  Ilinois  Country:  I  re¬ 
turned  to  Weotonan,  where  I  had  a  Conference  with  the  chiefs 
and  principal  Warriors  of  the  Several  Nations,  in  which  I  have 
been  Lucky  enough  to  Settle  Matters  with  all  those  Nations,  and 

1  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  JoHn  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

3  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage,  Sept. 
17,  1765. 

4  Ante  pp.  836-4 1 . 

0  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 


900 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


reconcile  them  to  his  Majesty’s  Interest.  h  ou  will  no  doubt  be 
Informed  of  the  Treatment  Mr.  Frazer  and  Mr.  Sinnot,1 2  which 
accompanied  Mr.  Laguteree”  to  the  Ihnois,  met  with  there. 
All  owing  to  the  french  Artifice  and  Influence  Mr.  Laguteree 
and  Mr.  Sinnot  brought  with  them  to  the  Ihnois,  as  I  am  told 
Presents  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Livres, 
part  of  which  they  were  plundered  off,  the  remainder  they  gave 
in  presents  and  at  last  Received  for  Answer  from  the  Indians  a 
flat  denial;  That  they  would  not  Suffer  the  English  to  take 
possession  of  their  country,  and  that  the  French  Ring  had  no 
Right  to  cede  it  to  the  King  of  great  Britain,  as  he  had  never 
purchased  it  of  them,  and  Mr.  Sinott  was  obliged  to  make  his 
Escape  in  the  Night  from  fort  Chartres. 

After  his  departure  from  thence,  the  Indians  got  Sober  and 
began  to  reflect  on  their  conduct,  in  Killing  the  Shawanese,  and 
plundering  me,  and  Sent  for  the  Shawnese,  E)ela\\ares,  and  Six 
Nations  that  I  had  sent  there  and  condoled  with  them  on  what 
had  happened,  the  Shawanese,  dela  Warres,  and  Six  Nations 
told  them  that  they  could  not  receive  any  Speeches  from  them  on 
that  occasion,  that  if  they  wanted  to  treat  with  their  Nations  they 
must  come  to  Weotonan,  where  I  was  and  speak  to  me,  that  the 
Six  Nations,  Delawarres,  and  Shawanese,  with  the  Weyondotts, 
had  made  a  firm  peace  with  the  English,  and  Entered  into  En¬ 
gagements  with  them  to  Act  offensively  against  any  Nations  that 
should  oppose  their  Brethren  the  English  in  taking  possession 
of  the  posts  that  had  been  given  up  to  them  by  the  French,  and 
as  they  had  Struck  all  their  Nations,  they  did  not  look  on  them¬ 
selves  capable  to  treat  with  them  without  I  was  present,  on  which 
they  Set  off  for  Weotonan,  where  the  Several  Nations  have 
agreed  to  our  taking  possession  of  Fort  Chartres,  or  any  other 
posts  in  their  country,  which  the  French  formerly  possessed;  at  the 
same  time  they  Insist  upon  it,  that  they  never  sold  any  part 
of  their  country  to  the  French,  and  hope  their  Brethren  the 

1  P.  A.  Sinnot,  agent  of  John  Stuart,  southern  superintendent  of  Indians. 

2  Captain  Harpain  de  La  Gauterais. 
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English  will  not  look  upon  their  taking  possession  of  the  posts  the 
F rench  formerly  possessed,  as  giving  them  a  title  to  their  country. 
The  particulars  of  what  passed  between  the  different  nations, 
and  Me,  I  cannot  Send  You,  as  there  are  a  number  of  those 
Nations  collected  here,  to  meet  Coll.  Bradstreet,1  agreable  to  his 
Invitation  to  them  last  fall  by  Mr.  Maisonville:2 3 4  To  Morrow  the 
S'.  Joseph  Indians  will  be  here,  with  what  prisonners  they  have, 
to  deliver  up,  the  other  Nations  have  delivered  me  all  the  pris¬ 
onners  they  had.  I  have  Setled  matters  with  Pontiac,  and  make 
no  doubt  of  reconciling  the  Sf.  Joseph  Indians  to  his  Majesty’s 
Interest,  which  is  the  only  Settlement  of  Indians,  at  present  refrac¬ 
tory  in  this  country.  As  soon  as  I  have  settled  matters  here,  I 
will  proceed  to  Niagara  and  from  thence  I  will  wait  on  Your 
honour,  with  a  state  of  my  transactions  with  those  Several  Na¬ 
tions,  ’Tis  Unlucky  at  this  time  that  Co11.  CampbellE-has  not 
received  any  orders  respecting  this  meeting,  which  must  be  at¬ 
tended  with  some  Expence,  at  this  time,  the  Sending  those  Na¬ 
tions  away  displeased,  may  be  attended  with  some  bad  conse¬ 
quences,  I  could  wish  they  had  never  been  Invited  to  this  place, 
but  as  they  are  here,  I  will  do  Every  thing  in  my  power  with  the 
approbation  of  Col1.  Campbell  to  send  them  away  well  Satisfied. 

The  Killing  the  Shawanese  Deputies,  &  Plundering  me  hath 
been  of  more  Service  to  his  Majesty’s  Indian  Interest,  than  a 
considerable  Sum  Expended  in  presents,  and  has  much  dis- 
apointed  the  views  of  the  French. 

As  soon  as  the  meeting  is  over,  I  will  send  some  Indians  down 
to  the  Ilinois,  to  Keep  things  there  quiet,  till  Major  farmer1  ar¬ 
rives,  as  I  am  convinced  the  French  will  Endeavour  to  Stir  up 
the  Indians  to  Mischief,  if  in  their  power. 

1  Colonel  John  Bradstreet. 

2  Alexander  Maisonville. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Major  Robert  Farmar  of  the  34th  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 
Chartres. 
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Should  Major  Farmar  not  be  able  to  get  up  to  the  Ilinois  this 
Fall,  nor  Fort  Chartres  to  be  relieved,  from  Fort  Pitt  I  fear  it 
may  be  attended  with  some  difficulty,  Should  it  be  delayed  til 
next  Spring,  As  the  french  are  now  carrying  up  Cannon  privately 
about  fifty  miles  above  fort  Chartres,  there  to  establish  a  very 
strong  post  in  order  to  draw  over  as  much  of  the  Indian  Trade 
as  in  their  Power  to  the  other  Side  of  the  Missisipi;  which  looks 
as  if  they  Intended  to  rival  us  in  Trade  in  that  colony. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  and  Regard  &c. 

INDORSED: 

Copy  of  Mr.  Croghan’s 

Letter  to  Sir  Wm  Johnson 

Dated  Detroit  Aug*.  17th.  1765  — 


Copy./ 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

New  York  August  / 8th.  1765. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  was  Yesterday  favored  with  Yours  of  the  9th.  Ins*.2 3  and  realy 
don’t  know  what  Answer  to  give  to  the  Affair  You  mention  con¬ 
cerning  the  Petition  of  the  Traders  at  Missilimakinak.  The 
Governors  have  in  General  given  Certifb  to  the  Traders  on  cer¬ 
tain  Conditions.  And  I  should  Judge  that  the  Governor  of 
Quebec  had  done  the  same  thing,  by  Captain  Howard’s2  re¬ 
fusing  to  let  them  Winter  with  the  Indians.  I  understand  that 
part  of  the  New  regulations  so  much  talked  of,  and  so  long  ex¬ 
pected,  was  to  prevent  the  Traders,  trading  any  where  but  at 
the  Posts.  Its  true  that  the  French  always  did  Winter  with  the 
Indians,  and  by  that  means  obtained  so  much  Influence  over 
them,  and  it  seems  to  Me  pretty  plain,  that  they  will  by  con- 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  878-81 . 

3  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  17th  regiment,  commandant  at 
Michilimackinac. 
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tinuing  the  same  methods,  Worm  the  English  Traders  entirly 
out  of  the  Trade,  for  there  is  nothing  so  vile  and  bad  which  they 
will  not  Attempt,  to  keep  the  Trade  in  their  own  Hands.  The 
main  Affair  seems  to  Me,  is  to  know  how  far  it  is  Necessary,  to 
pursue  those  Methods,  and  why  more  Necessary  at  Missilimak- 
inak  than  at  the  other  P osts,  upon  the  whole,  I  don’t  see  that  I 
can  well  intermeddle  in  it  at  present,  but  if  upon  due  Informa¬ 
tion,  and  a  thorough  Examination  of  that  trade  you  shall  be 
Satisfied  and  convinced,  that  such  measures  are  proper,  we  must 
represent  it  accordingly.  In  the  mean  Time,  I  should  be  glad 
you  would  direct  Captain  Howard  to  give  our  Reasons  to  the 
Indians,  why  this  New  Method  is  observed,  and  to  make  it  as 
strong  as  possible  in  Appearance  for  their  Interest,  that  no  other 
should  be  observed.  You  may  be  Assured  that  the  Canadian 
Traders,  as  well  as  some  of  our  own,  will  sett  the  Indians  upon 
speaking  to  Captain  Howard  on  this  Subject.  As  the  French 
pursued  other  Methods  than  what  our  Regulations  allow,  not 
confining  their  Trade  to  the  Posts,  but  going  amongst  the  Nations 
every  where,  cajoling  the  Indians  and  trying  who  should  have 
most  Interest  with  them,  the  Cannadians  will  oppose  the  New 
Regulations,  as  much  as  they  can  in  every  other  Place  as  well  as 
Missilimakinak.  And  if  they  Succeed,  there  will  be  an  End, 
and  a  total  One,  of  our  Regulations,  and  the  Posts  and  Forts 
will  be  of  no  more  Consequence.  It  would  not  be  worth  the 
Expence  to  fortify,  or  appoint  Commissarys  for  Trade,  indeed 
the  last  would  be  entirely  useless.  I  give  you  my  Sentiments  on 
these  Matters,  but  when  You  shall  have  received  all  the  Informa¬ 
tion  in  it  which  you  shall  require,  You  will  then  be  able  to  form 
a  better  Judgement  of  the  whole,  and  we  must  Act  accordingly. 
And  if  it  is  found  out  that  the  Trade  at  the  Posts  only,  will  not 
Answer  so  well,  as  to  let  the  Traders  loose,  And  at  Liberty  to 
go  where  they  please,  that  Method  must  be  adopted,  and  the 
present  one  abolished.  But  I  do  apprehend  that  the  French 
Traders  will  then  entirely  get  the  better  of  all  ours.  And  Still 
retain  their  Influence  amongst  the  Nations.  And  not  impossible 
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but  they  may  get  some  of  them  killed,  and  draw  us  into  Quarrells. 
There  is  nothing  so  Scandalous,  as  they  would  not  do  for  a  Tem¬ 
porary  Advantage.  — 

The  Inclosed  Letter  from  Mr.  Croghan  to  Captain  Murray1 2 3 4 
at  Fort  Pitt,  with  the  Speeches  of  the  Indians  of  the  Ouabache, 
will  acquaint  you  of  the  Accident  that  happened  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  Ouabache.  Mr.  Croghan  has  wrote  likewise  to  Mc.Kee,“  a 
Copy  of  which  I  am  told  Mc.K.ee  has  sent  you,  but  there  is  little 
difference  between  the  two  Letters.  His  Dispatches  for  You  and 
Me  were  sent  to  Detroit,  but  I  apprehend  they  have  been 
stopped ;  As  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Lieu*.  Col°.  CampbeL 
in  which  he  relates  the  information  He  had  received  from  an 
Ottawa  and  a  Huron  concerning  Mr.  Croghan,  but  says  nothing 
of  the  Letter.  They  may  appear  perhaps  hereafter,  Mr.  Crog- 
han  s  Messenger  might  not  be  arrived.  In  the  Report  made  of 
this  Affair  at  Fort  Pitt  by  a  Shawnese,  sent  by  that  Nation,  after 
the  Arrival  of  the  Shawnese  who  made  their  Escape,  a  Circum 
stance  is  mentioned  by  them,  which  Mr.  Croghan  does  not  take 
notice  of,  Viz*.  That  Croghan’s  Servant  was  taken  Prisoner  two 
Nights  before  He  was  attacked,  having  been  sent  to  look  for 
Wood.  That  they  all  imagining  he  had  only  lost  himself  in  the 
Woods,  waited  for  him  all  the  next  Day;  And  the  Morning  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  attack  happened.  I  mention  this  to  shew,  if  it  is 
true,  The  Klkapous  must  have  known  what  his  Party  consisted 
of;  And  their  Excuses  are  frivolous.  No  doubt  these  Rascals 
were  sett  upon  this  Action  by  the  F rench,  and  the  Temptation 
of  Plunder.  It  was  Publickly  known  ever  since  Lieu'.  Fraser1 
got  to  the  Ilinois,  that  M1.  Croghan  was  to  follow  him;  and 
these  Villians  must  have  waylaid  him.  The  Shawanese  have  sent 

1  Captain  William  Murray  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 
Pitt. 

2  Alexander  McKee. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  of  the  78th  regiment. 
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two  Chiefs,  and  a  Number  of  their  Warriors  to  the  Uinois, 
as  soon  as  they  got  Advice  of  what  had  happened.  The  Nation 
was  very  Angry;  but  Lieu*.  Colonel  Reid1  has  desired  them  to  do 
nothing  till  He  hears  from  Me.  It  seems  to  Me  proper,  to  keep 
them  up  a  little  in  their  Animosity,  at  what  has  happened,  but  to 
restrain  them  from  Hostilities  till  Mr.  Croghan  returns  with  those 
of  their  Nation  from  the  Ilinois.  We  shall  then  be  better  able 
to  Judge  what  will  be  best  to  do,  whether  to  encourage  them  to 
War,  or  to  interfere,  And  restore  Peace  amongst  them.  We 
must  however,  I  think,  take  Advantage  of  this  Rupture  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  Endeavor  to  perswade  them  that  these 
Rascals  were  set  on  by  the  French  Traders,  in  Order  to  embroil 
the  Nations,  who  had  made  Peace  with  us.  Of  these  Matters  I 
hope  to  have  Your  Opinion  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  Am  with  great  Regard. 

Dr.  Sir. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart.  &ca. 

INDORSED: 

Copy/  To 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bart. 

At 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York  August  18th.  1  765.  — 

Inclosing  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Croghan  to  Captain  Murray.  — 

Speeches  of  the  Indians  of  the  Ouabache. 


Sir  — 


TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Contemporary  Copy 2 

Johnson  Hall  Aug1.  19 A,  1765. 


Since  my  last  of  the  15th.  Instant,  5  the  Six  Nations  have  given 


1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 

-  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  Ante  pp.  894-95. 
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me  notice  that  Deputies  from  each  of  their  Nations  will  if  possible 
soon  proceed  to  the  ’Western  Indians  in  support  of  the  Messages, 
and  Belts,  I  have  sent  to  them  by  De  Couagne J  and  W abbicom- 
micott.* 2 3  In  case  therefore  these  Deputies  should  pass  your  Post, ' 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  them  a  Passage  in  one  of  the  Vessells  to 
Detroit,  if  any  are  then  there,  and  also  to  furnish  them  with  Pro¬ 
visions;  but  of  this  I  need  not  inform  you,  as  they  go  upon 
business  which  if  properly  conducted  may  be  or  good  Consequence 
to  his  Majesty’s  Interest,  lest  these  Messages  should  not  go  this 
Year,  from  the  slow  proceedings  of  the  Indians,  or  any  other 
Obstacle,  I  have  wrote  by  this  Opportunity  to  Lieuf.  Col.  Camp¬ 
bell,4 5 6  that  he  may  in  my  name,  and  that  of  the  Six  Nations  ac¬ 
quaint  the  several  Nations  whom  he  expects,  with  our  mutual 
Resolutions  to  preserve  Peace,  which  I  am  of  Opinion  will  answer 
better,  than  if  they  were  to  deliver  them  themselves,  either  way 
will  be  of  the  utmost  Service.  —  lam  Sr.  &c  — 

W.  Johnson 


TO  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy  ' 

Johnson  Hall,  August  I9ih.,  1765. 

Sir  — 

1  have  had  the  favor  of  yours  of  the  25th.  Ulto0  with  the 
agreeable  News  of  Mr.  Croghan’s  safety,  and  (as  I  hope)  suc¬ 
cess  :  for  I  am  of  the  same  Opinion  he  expresses  in  his  letter,  that 
although  he  has  lost  all  his  Present,  yet  the  Death  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  Chief  who  accompanied  him  has  thrown  the  Nation  in  that 

Mean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 

2  A  Missisauga  chief. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  Vaughan  was  commandant  at  Niagara. 

4  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

5  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

6  Ante  p.  87 1 . 
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Quarter  into  such  a  Tremor,  fearing  a  War  with  them,  and  the 
Six  Nations  that  he  will  be  able  the  better  to  effect  his  Point. 
The  several  Tribes  of  the  Six  Nations  now  send  off  Messengers 
to  the  Western  Indians  to  corroborate  those  I  sent  by  De  Cou- 
agne,  and  W abbicommicott,  the  Missassaga;  but,  lest  (from  their 
tedious  manner  upon  these  Occasions)  they  should  not  arrive  in 
time,  I  think  it  very  necessary  that  you  should,  the  first  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  lay  before  the  Nations  who  may  meet  you,  the  particulars 
of  my  letter  of  the  26th.  of  June  last  (vide  page  352  of  this 
Volume)1  enlarging  on  the  universal  Pacification  in  their  quarter, 
the  Resolution  of  the  Nations  to  abide  thereby,  and  their  inten¬ 
tions  to  cause  the  same  to  extend  to  the  utmost  limits  of  their 
Influence,  —  the  absurdity  of  hearing  idle  Stories  of  interested 
Frenchmen,  or  others,  who  have  daily  imposed  upon  them,  and 
the  fatal  Consequences  which  must  ensue  if  ever  they  regard 
them  hereafter,  such  as,  the  loss  of  Trade,  Peace,  and  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  a  general  Confederacy  of  English,  and  Indians  against 
them,  with  such  other  Remarks,  and  Articles,  as  Prudence,  the 
State  of  Affairs,  and  your  own  experience  will  enable  you  to 
make,  all  which  I  am  persuaded  will  have  due  weight  — 

As  this  Message  by  the  Five  Nations  has  hitherto  met  with 
so  many  Delays,  it  is  apprehended  it  will  be  too  late  in  the  year 
to  proceed  so  far  as  the  Twightwees  &c,  and  possibly,  it  will 
hardly  reach  Detroit,  but  as  you  expect  so  many  Nations  there, 
it  is  thought  best  you  should  acquaint  them,  that  the  Six  Nations 
are  convened,  and  desire  that  the  messages  be  delivered  by  you 
in  their  Name,  and  mine,  agreeable  to  my  Letter  of  June,  and  the 
present,  and  I  believe  this  will  answer  better,  than  if  they  delivered 
it  themselves.  — 

I  have  acquainted  the  General  with  the  intended  Visit  of  the 
Indians,  and  represented  the  necessity  there  will  be  for  treating 
them  well,  and  sending  them  away  contented.  I  could  do  no  more 
in  it,  not  having  heard  any  thing  by  the  Pacquet;  and  the  Orders 
of  the  Treasury  still  remain  a  Check  upon  the  General,  —  but 


1  Ante  pp.  809-1 2. 
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doubtless  he  must  take  some  Step  in  this  Affair,  for  as  the 
Indians  have  been  invited,  they  will  expect  some  tokens  of  our 
Regard,  without  which,  it  had  been  better  they  had  never  been 
Called.  —  I  am  Sr.  Yours  he  — 

W.  Johnson. 


FROM  BARRAK.  HAYS 


A.  L.  S. 

Albany  aug1.  19.  1765 


Sir 

having  a  Draft  on  you  in  favor  of  Cap*.  Clouse1  to  John 
Levinston  Esq  [  ]  Montreal  For  twenty  Five  pounds  N.Y. 

Cur.  having  No  oppertunity  S'r.  to  Come  up  that  way  so  Should 
be  Glad  to  Now  to  here  I  shall  Go  With  here:  With  the  Draff 
If  Yr.  Honner  plesees  to  Send  me  a  Draff  in  Favour  of  Mr. 
Thos.  Sheboy  Marchant  here  or  any  one  yr.  honer  pleases  I  shall 
Deliver  up  this  Draff 

I  am  Yr.  Honnor 

Most  Obeadent  Humb. 


Servent 

Barrak  Hays 
merch'.  at  Albany. 


P.S.  I  have  Inclose  a  Coppy  of  the  Draff 


ADDRESSED : 

To 

The  Honble.  S'.  Wm.  Johnson 
Bar1.  N*. 

att 

Johnson  hall  — 


1  Captain  Daniel  Claus. 
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FROM  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  Df.  S2 


Sir. 


Lebanon  Aug1 2.  20th.  1765. 


May  it  please  Your  Excellency 

This  Trouble  is  only  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
Favour  by  Mr.  Occonr  last  Week,  and  express  the  most  grate¬ 
ful  Sentiments  of  Your  Kindness  in  So  fully  answering  mine  and 
the  Commissrs.  Request  for  Y our  Recommendatory  Letters.  And 
I  hope  You  may  Never  find  Occasion  to  regrett  the  Favour  You 
have  done  us. 

If  Your  Excellency  can  be  Instrumental  to  procure  for  this 
School  the  Grandson  of  the  Onondaga  Sachem  Whom  You 
Mention  in  a  former  Letter  and  a  Number  more  from-Remoter 
Tribes  than  [there]3  I  have  [already]  heretofore  had  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  them  this  Fall. 

And  that  God  may  Support  You  under  your  long  and  great 
Fatigue,  and  lenghten  out  your  Useful  and  Valuable  Life  to  the 
latest  Date,  and  crown  it  at  last  With  immortal  Glory  is  the 
Sincere  Prayer.  of,  [May  it  please]  your  Excellency’s 

[Your]  Much  Obliged  &  Most 
Obedient  Humble  Serv*. 

Eleazar  Wheelock 


INDORSED : 


Letter  to  Sir  William  Johnson 
Aug1.  20  1 765 
not  sent 


1  In  Dartmouth  College  Library. 

2  Samson  Occum,  a  Mohegan  Indian,  the  first  missionary  sent  out  by 
Wheelock.  See  letter  of  Aug.  8,  1765,  Johnson  Papers,  4:812-14. 

3  Words  italicized  and  inclosed  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the 
manuscript. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  August  23d.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  now  enclose  You  (wh.  I  omitted  in  my  last)  the  Acc".  of 
Disbursement  to  the  Indians  here,  6c  in  the  Several  other  Dis¬ 
tricts,  so  far  as  they  are  yet  come  to  my  knowledge.  —  The 
necessity  there  appeared  to  me  for  incurring  these  Expences  dur¬ 
ing  last  Year  6c  to  the  present  time,  was  such,  6c  so  Urgent  that 
I  have  been  oblidged  to  advance  above  one  third  of  the  Money, 
which  a  good  deal  distresses  me.  6c  I  must  severely  feel  it,  unless 
I  am  soon  reimbursed. 

You  will  easily  perceive  how  unavoidable  these  Expences  have 
been  to  this  period,  6c  the  variety  of  Transactions  within  a  Twelve 
month,  this  may  now  ’tis  to  be  hoped  in  some  measure  cease  here, 
but  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  observe  that  Indians  will  of  course 
be  often  at  this  place,  and  that  altho  they  may  not  come  in  any 
Numbers  unless  on  public  business,  yet  everry  little  party  must 
be  attended  with  some  expence,  6c  favours  must  unavoidably  be 
given  to  some,  unless  we  totally  neglect  them.  IVabbicom- 
micot  6c  those  who  go  to  the  Westward  must  be  rewarded,  6c  a 
variety  of  other  contingent  Expences-  incurred  which  cannot  be 
foreseen  or  described,  for  this  reason  I  am  realy  at  a  loss  what 
to  do,  6c  how  far  I  can  go  without  Your  Instructions  or  advice, 
having  heard  nothing  from  London  and  in  Reality  what  ever 
contingencies  may  be  allowed  cannot  fully  answer  oui  Expecta¬ 
tions,  until  some  establishment  be  made,  by  which  the  Whole 
Department  can  be  equally  Supported,  the  Expenses  regulated, 
6c  public  affairs  properly  conducted  in  everry  Quarter.  — 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:830-31. 

2  Sir  William’s  amount  of  contingent  expenses  from  October  21,  1764, 
and  dated  August  24,  1  763,  was  destroyed  in  the  Capitol  fire.  See 
Johnson  Calendar,  p.  281. 
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I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  last  of  the  12th.  Inst'.,1 *  since 
which  I  have  wrote  to  You  &  enclosed  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Croghans 
Letter,  with  several  other  P apers  which  I  hope  you  have  recd. 
—  I  have  only  to  add  that 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

The  Honb,e.  Your  most  Obedient 

Genrl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 


INDORSED: 


WM.  Johnson 


Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  — 
August  23d.  1765. 
Inclosing  his  Acc*. 

received  Sep*.  1 st.  — 
Answered  — 


TO  ROGER  MORRIS 

A.  L.  ST 

Johnson  Hall  August  26th.  1765 _ 

Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  Yours  of  ye.  12th.  Ins*.3  concerning 
the  dispute  in  which  You  are  interested  in  Dutchess  County,  on 
which  Subject  I  have  been  often  applied  to  by  Nimham  and 
several  other  Persons  Whites  and  Indians  who  have  laid  before 
me  Sundry  papers  respecting  their  Claim  tending  to  shew  that 
Mr.  Philips1  had  frequently  confessed  that  the  Lands  in  Dispute 
had  never  been  obtained  from  the  Indians,  with  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  which  were  offered  to  be  proved  by  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Affidavits.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  declined  givemg  them 
any  assistance  or  Encouragem*.  because  I  was  not  sufficiently  ac- 

1  Ante  pp.  882-83. 

“  In  Philipse-Gouverneur  Papers,  Columbia  University  Library. 

3  Johnson  Papers,  4:820;  reprinted  in  full,  ante  pp.  884-86. 

1  Philip  Philipse,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  disputed  land. 
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quainted  with  the  Affair,  &  considered  the  Claims  of  Indians  so 
near  the  Sea,  as  verry  different  from  the  rest,  &  verry  difficult  to 
be  proved,  besides  I  have  laid  it  down  as  an  invariable  rule, 
from  wh.  I  never  did,  nor  ever  shall  deviate,  that  wherever  a 
Title  is  set  up  by  any  Tribe  of  Indians  of  little  consequence  or 
importance  to  his  Majestys  Interest,  &  who  may  be  considered 
as  long  domesticated,  that  such  Claim  unless  apparently  clear, 
had  better  remain  unsupported  than  that  Several  old  Titles  of 
his  Majestys  Subjects  should  thereby  become  disturbed.  —  and 
on  the  contrary,  Wherever  I  found  a  Just  complaint  made  by  a 
People  either  by  themselves  or  Connections  capable  of  resenting 
&  who  I  knew  would  resent  a  neglect,  I  Judged  it  my  Duty  to 
support  the  same,  altho  it  should  disturb  ye.  property  of  any  Man 
whatsoever,  for  an  Indian  Claim  may  be  verry  Just  tho’  other¬ 
wise  pronounced  by  Law,  the  Opinion  of  which  is  founded  on  a 
Pattent,  which  may  have  been  obtained  in  a  most  iniquitous  man¬ 
ner,  &  cannot  be  supported,  whilst  any  Virtue  or  sound  policy 
remains  amongst  us.  —  I  dont  mention  this,  as  having  any  rela¬ 
tion  to  yr.  concerns,  which  I  am  sorry  to  find  involved  in  such 
disputes,  and  I  heartily  wish  the  whole  may  be  amicably  deter¬ 
mined  to  Your  Satisfaction,  &  that  of  the  Gentlemen  concerned. 

I  beg  You  will  present  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Morris,  & 
beleive  that  I  am  sincerely 

Sir 

Your  Hearty  Welwisher 

The  Honble.  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

LT.  CoLL.  Morris  —  WM.  Johnson 

indorsed: 

To  the  Honb'e. 

L*.  Co11.  Rojer  Morris 
at  New  York 
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FROM  JAMES  MACDONALD 

A.  L.  S. 

Nexv  York  27th.  Aug1  1765 

[  ] 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  3d  of  [ 
upon  my  Arrival  in  Town  f[rom  I  presume  that  by  this  ti]me 
you  have  received  Mr.  Hutchens1  [  ]  before  this — Since 

my  last,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Wharton  was  certainly  misin¬ 
formed  with  regard  [to  the  Troops  said  to  have  gone] 2  from  Fort 
Pitt  to  the  Illinois.  It  gave  me  real  concern,  to  hear  of  my  worthy 
friend  [Mr.  Croghan’s  being]  Wounded,  But  I’m  happy  to 
Learn  That  [he  &  Mr.  Fraser  are]  Safe  and  out  of  Danger,  A 
Short  time  will  [I  know  thoroughly]  convince  everyone  of  the 
Success  of  [the  former’s  Journey]  and  his  Interest  with  the  In¬ 
dians;  [the  good  effects  of]  which  has  already  appeared. 


[ Notwit]  hstanding  of  my  having  Obtained  a  Patent 
[  ]  by  virtue  of  His  Majestys  Mandamus  [ 

]  Severals  of  the  Grandees  of  this  Metropolis  [  ] 

[  ]  are  determined  Should  it  cost  the  [ 

hundred  thousand  pounds  Currency  [to  gain 
Advantage  thereby,  Under  the  claim  or  pr[etext  of  being 
a  part  of  Minisink  Patent,  [  ]  they  [ 

hundred  thousand  Acres,  Although  [ 
clear  by  the  Boundaries  recited  [in  the]  P[atent  not  to 
comprehend  above  Ninty  Thousand  Acr[es.  I  am 
fully  resolved  to  persevere  in  pr[ 

Fountain  of  Justice.  The  Enorm[ 
is  such  That  Should  they  ascertain 

hundred  &  fifty  poor  Farmers  would  [  ] 

thirty,  fourty  to  Fifty  Years  ag[o 


1  Ensign  Thomas  Hutchins.  See  MacDonald  to  Johnson,  July  24, 
I  765,  ante  pp.  867-68. 

2  Missing  words,  in  brackets,  supplied  by  extract  printed  in  Illinois  His¬ 
torical  Collections,  I  1  :7 9. 
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after  Improving  &  Peaceably  Posse  [ssing  ] 

paying  the  quitt  Rent  since  the  day  [  ] 

Surprising  that  Men  of  Character  Sh  [  ] 

with  equity.  The  Proprietors  are  [  ] 

Messrs.  Smith  &  Scott  Lawyers  her[e  ] 

said  that  they  will  render  it  dificu  [  It 
[  ]ing  that  no  Stranger  ought  to  be  [ 

[  ]  that  the  petulant  Tongues  of  the  Lawyers  [ 

]  Misrepresent  Cases.  I  think  it  n  [  ] 

for  me  to  go  Home,  and  give  a  perfect  acc[ount 
[  ]  the  Lords  of  Trade,  who  I  am  persuaded  [will  lay  ] 

[the  trut]  h  of  the  Case  before  the  King  in  Council. 

It  would  be  extreamly  Satisfactory  to  [ 

[  ]  m  as  also  to  receive  your  Comman  [  1 

[  1- 

[The]  only  News  here  is  that  of  the  Stamp  Act  [ 

[  ]  Subject  of  Conversation  at  every  Table  [ 

[  ]  ing  daily,  which  perhaps  may  dispe  [ 

I  am  not  Philosopher,  or  Politition  [ 

[  ]  the  result  may  be  — I  have  the  h[onour  ] 

[respect]  fully.  — 

]  sentiments. 

Sir 

your  Much  obliged,  [ 
Most  obedient  Servant 
James  MacDon[ald] 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.L.S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  August  28 A  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 


1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library ;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:833-34. 

2  Ante  pp.  902-5. 
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enclosures,  Copys  of  which  were  likewise  transmitted  to  me  by 
Mr.  Mc.Kee.1  You  will  have  received  my  letter  of  the  16th.,2  en- 
closeing  one  from  Mr.  Croghan  by  way  of  Detroit  with  several 
other  papers,  from  all  which  it  will  appear  that  the  Indians  who 
attacked  him  are  too  much  alarmed  to  create  any  farther  obstruc¬ 
tions,  and  that  the  Affair  may  be  improved  to  our  advantage,  and 
I  shall  (if  thought  wrell  of)  make  a  proper  use  of  it  shortly, 
but  am  of  opinion  that  until  we  get  possession  of  the  Ilinois,  the 
resentment  of  ye.  Northern  Indians  had  better  be  stifled,  least 
it  might  be  a  means  of  retarding  or  obstructing  that  point.  —  I  am 
glad  to  find  my  opinion  concerning  the  request  of  the  Mickili- 
mackinac  Traders  agrees  so  perfectly  with  yours.  I  wrote  Cap1. 
Howard  on  that  Head  before  receipt  of  your  last,  &  shall  do  so 
more  fully  in  a  few  days.  —  The  Indians  (I  believe)  would  not 
of  themselves  have  made  the  Demand,  but  the  French  Traders 
have  a  great  Interest  in  those  Winterings,  by  wF  they  solely  en¬ 
gross  the  Trade,  &  support  their  influence.  This  custom  our 
own  Traders  are  in  a  great  measure  the  occasion  of,  for  not  being 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  Indians,  many  of  them  content  them¬ 
selves  with  selling  their  Goods  to  the  French,  who  are  thereby 
become  their  Factors,  which  enables  them  to  tell  the  Indians  that 
tis’  to  them  they  are  indebted  for  everry  thing  &  thus  our  credit 
suffers,  whilst  that  of  the  French  is  daily  gaining  Ground.  So 
that  we  must  take  some  Step,  &  that  verry  soon,  to  satisfy  the 
Indians,  &  put  an  end  to  the  Trade  in  the  Indian  Country.  The 
French  could  not  be  affected  by  this  practice  of  the  Traders,  as 
they  had  one  common  Interest  to  promote,  Whereas  that  is  far 
from  being  our  case,  because  the  Major  part  of  the  Canadians, 
&  everry  one  at  ye.  out  Posts  depends  upon  the  Indian  Trade, 
which,  (allowing  them  to  have  no  other  motive)  is  alone  suffi¬ 
cient  to  induce  them  to  weaken  our  Interest,  &  destroy  our  Trade, 

1  Alexander  McKee. 

2  Letter  dated  August  15,  1765,  ante  pp.  890-93;  mutilated  draft  in 
Johnson  Papers,  4;825-28,  was  dated  August  16. 
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which  must  undoubtedly  be  the  case  if  they  are  indulged.  —  I 
grant  that  a  preemptory  refusal  might  prejudice  our  Interest  with 
the  Indians,  as  the  cause  would  be  misrepresented  by  both  French 
&  English  Traders,  but,  I  am  persuaded  it  might  be  easily  ef¬ 
fected  in  a  little  time  when  proper  Persons  are  fixed  with  certain 
Authorities  at  the  Posts,  &  that  without  being  any  great  incon¬ 
venience  to  the  Indians  whose  case  is  exaggerated  in  many  cir¬ 
cumstances  by  the  Interested.  —  If  our  Traders  had  an  equal 
Interest  with  the  French,  &  were  possessed  with  those  qualities 
by  which  the  French  win  upon  the  Indians,  such  an  indulgence 
would  not  be  equally  prejudicial  tho  it  might  be  productive  of 
frauds  on  one  side,  &  Murders  Robberies  &ca.  on  ye.  other,  till 
we  had  established  a  good  name,  but  as  our  Traders  are  in  gen¬ 
eral  deficient  in  these  points,  such  an  indulgence  will  amount 
almost  to  a  Monopoly  in  favour  of  the  French,  who  will  govern 
the  Indians  as  they  please,  and  therefore  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  of  less  dangerous  consequence  to  limit  the  Trade  to  ye.  Posts, 
than  to  forfeit  our  Interest  by  a  General  indulgence,  wh.  as  I 
have  already  observed  would  be  but  nominally  so,  as  it  would 
be  solely  engrossed  by  the  French,  and  would  serve  as  a  prece¬ 
dent  for  everry  Nation  to  demand  the  same.  —  another  reason 
of  equal  weight  with  me,  is,  that  such  an  indulgence,  would 
prove  a  bar  to  our  ever  getting  acquainted  w,h.  these  Nations, 
for  the  French  give  any  price  for  our  Goods,  &  our  Traders  (as 
I  have  heard  many  observe)  would  be  deterred  from  going  to 
these  Winterings,  when  they  perceived  that  the  French  alone 
enjoyed  the  profits,  on  the  other  hand,  by  confineing  it  to  the 
Posts,  ’tho  some  might  murmer  for  a  time,  they  would  soon  see 
that  we  were  better  stocked  with  Goods,  and  sold  on  more 
reasonable  terms  than  the  French.  Circumstances  they  can’t  yet 
beleive  tho  they  pay  dearly  for  their  partiality,  and  this  is  an 
Affair  of  so  much  importance  to  our  Interest,  that  we  should  omit 
nothing  to  convince  them  of,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  a  Sure  means 
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of  conciliating  their  Affections,  &  Securing  them  to  our  Interest. 

I  am  with  ye.  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

GeNRl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 


Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
Aug*.  28*.  1 765 
received  Sep1.  7th.  — 
answered  — 


FROM  DANIEL  CLAUS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dan1.  Claus  Esquire  DepU  Ag1.  for 
Indian  Affairs  in  Canada  to  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  dated 

Montreal  30th.  August  1765. 

SR.  — 

The  Cognawageys  have  summoned  the  Nations  of  this  Govern¬ 
ment  to  acquaint  them  with  their  Transactions  at  your  House, 
in  particular  with  the  Advice,  or  rather  lesson  you  gave  them 
for  their  future  behaviour,  and  the  fixing  the  Boundaries  of  their 
Hunting  Grounds  by  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  and  Onondagas. 
accordingly  they  have  been  assembled  since  monday  last,  and 
Yesterday  came  in  a  body  to  me  to  give  their  answer  upon  these 
two  heads.  —  First  —  They  thanked  you  for  your  Advice  not  to 
give  Ear  to  the  Devil  that  was  at  their  Heels,  and  continually 
turning  their  heads  with  false  Reports,  and  assured  you  they 
would  firmly,  and  resolutely  hold  fast  by  the  Chain  of  Peace,  and 
Friendship,  —  that  they  had  the  advantage  of  being  taught  the 
Christian  Religion,  which  wou’d  banish  the  Devil  from  among 
them,  at  the  same  time  they  thought  to  have  given  you  Proofs 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 


918 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


of  their  firm  Alliance,  and  attachment  to  the  English  by  using 
their  endeavors  to  preserve  that  Peace  by  joining  the  last  ear 
those  Troops  that  were  to  bring  to  Reason  some  ill  disposed  Na¬ 
tions  that  were  averse  to  Peace,  and  whereby  they  thought  they 
had  rather  exerted  themselves  more  than  any  other  Nation,  by 
being  ready  on  all  occasions  to  carry  Messages  from  the  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Troops  to  those  Nations  that  proceeded  to  the 
Ohio,  —  and  in  short  that  that  they  persevered  to  the  last  to 
bring  about  that  Salutary  end,  - —  that  it  was  therefore  a  very 
severe  Reproach  to  them  to  be  suspected  of  Insincerity  after  their 
above  Determinations,  and  behavior.  —  that  they  were  not 
affraid  to  stick  to  these  Sentiments,  even  in  Case  they  knew  the 
French  were  to  return,  it  having  been  recommended  to  them  by 
the  French  Governor  at  his  taking  leave  w,h.  them,  to  act,  and 
behave  to  the  English,  as  they  had  done  to  him,  —  wherefore 
they  had  nothing  to  apprehend  on  that  account.  1  hat  they  must 
likewise  request  of  you  not  to  listen  to  every  Report  made  to  you 
about  them,  without  proper  authority,  —  And  lastly  thanked 
you  for  making  the  Sun  shine  bright  to  enlighten  the  minds  of 
them,  and  their  Posterity.  — 

A  Belt. 

Secondly.  —  With  regard  to  the  Speech  of  the  Mohawks, 
Oneidas,  and  Onondagas  concerning  the  limits  of  their  Hunting 
Grounds,  they  must  beseech  you  as  their  Guide  and  Superin- 
tendant  to  interfere,  as  it  might  be  productive  of  ill  Consequences, 
and  remind  those  nations  of  the  old  Agreement  made  before  the 
French  Governor  many  Years  ago,  in  the  Presence  of  Five  Con¬ 
federate,  and  all  the  other  Nations  in  Canada,  —  That  when  a 
general  Peace  was  made,  and  concluded  between  these  Nations, 
the  Governor  told  them,  that  as  they  were  become  one  body,  and 
of  one  mind,  the  Woods,  and  Hunting  Grounds  could  be  no 
otherwise  than  common,  and  free  to  one  nation  as  to  another,  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  large  Dish  of  Meat  would  be  to  a  Com¬ 
pany  of  People  who  were  invited  to  eat  it,  when  every  Guest 
had  liberty  to  cut  as  he  pleased,  wherefore  they  hoped  you  wou’d 
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make  these  three  Nations  abide  by  that  Agreement,  —  and 
begged  to  recommend  the  Affair  to  your  Mediation,  as  their 
Father,  and  Protector.  — 

I  dont  know  anything  that  would  sooner  cause  a  Quarrel,  than 
this  affair,  as  it  occasioned  a  general  Murmur,  and  Dislike  among 
these  Nations.  —  N.B.  All  these  Excuses  are  well  enough,  but 
they  are  nothwithstanding  convinced  within  themselves  that  you 
have  hit  their  real  Sentiments,  and  told  them  truth,  as  I  was 
since  informed  they  were  all  amazed  how  you  could  know  the 
things  you  reproached  them  with,  thinking  you  must  have  a 
supernatural  insight  of  their  Sentiments.  —  I  am  Sr.  Yours  &c  — 

Dan.  Claus.  — 

FROM  THOMAS  HUTCHINS 

A.  L.  S.  _ 

Nexv  York  31st.  August  1765 

[  ] 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  acknowledge  the  Reck  [ 
favour  of  the  6th.  Insf.  and  am  as  thankful  to  you  for  [  ]  ering 

my  first  letter  as  if  it  had  come  safe  to  hand 

The  News  you  were  pleased  to  favour  me  with  [in  regard  to 
Mr] 1  Croghan  had  reached  this  City  before  I  was  [honoured] 
with]  your  Letter,  but  notwithstanding  I  have  the  [greater] 
pleasure  in  the  Confirmation  of  his  safety,  as  [his  Success  I] 
heartily  wish,  and  sincerely  hope  that  his  Woun[d,  and  ever]y 
difficulty  that  must  unavoidably  attend  so  great  [an]  under¬ 
taking  may  add  to  the  Credit  of  so  meritorious  [an]  Act  as  well 
as  reflect  the  greatest  Honour  upon  himself  [as  th]e  accommo¬ 
dation  of  a  peace  with  the  Western  In[dians  who]  I  esteem 
more  difficult  to  conquer  with  an  ar[med  Force  than]  the  taking 
of  a  Dozen  such  places  as  [the  Hav]ana  with  its  Moro  Castles— 

I  shall  always  esteme  it  the  greatest  [plea]  sure  to  transmit 

1  Missing  words  in  brackets  supplied  from  an  extract  printed  in  Illinois 
Historical  Collections,  1  1  : 79-80. 
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you  every  Occurence  of  the  Western  [  ]  of  Ohio  that  may 

come  to  my  knowledge  [  ] 

I  [  ]  much  pleased  to  hear  that  Coll  Br  [ 

reached  you  safe,  but  more  is  [  ]  t  Contained  receiving 

you  [  ] 

I  make  no  doubt  of  your  [hearing  that  100  men  of]  the  42nd. 
Regiment  hold  themselves  in  readi[ness  at  Fort]  Pitt  to  embark 
for  Fort  Chartiers,1  as  they  [have  been  in  orders]  for  some  time. 
I  fancy  their  delay,  is  owing  to  [their  not]  receiving  so  favour¬ 
able  Accounts  from  [Mr.  Croghan  as  they]  could  wish  — 

As  this  City  is  entirely  [  ]  deprived  of  the 

pleasure  of  [  ] 

Your  kind  letter  to  me  intitles  you  to  my  [  ]  and  I  wish 

it  was  in  my  power  to  [  ]  in  the  mean  time  believe  me  to 

be  with  [  ]  respect 

Honoured  [  ] 

Your  Most  oblig[ed] 

&  Very  Hum[ble] 
Th[omas]  Hu[tchins] 

FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 
Copy- 

Spring  Hill,  Aug1 3.  31 ,  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your  kind  favour  of  the  15th  Instant.  '  The  reason  of 
your  not  hearing  from  me  since  I  received  your  last  proceeding  is 
that  I  had  not  met  the  Council  since  that  time,  &  could  not  in¬ 
form  you  of  their  Resolution  in  respect  of  your  Certificate  of  the 
2000  acres  you  propose  for  Captn  Johnson.4  I  hope  you  are 
confident  that  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  serve  him. 

1  Fort  Chartres. 

2  Printed  in  Nexv  YorI(  Historical  Society  Collections,  1877 ,  pp.  27-28. 

3  In  Johnson  Papers,  4:823-25. 

4  Guy  Johnson. 
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The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  have  not  been  in  good  humour 
for  some  time  past,  I  do  not  meet  them  when  there  is  no  necessity 
for  it.  I  intend  for  New  York  next  Tuesday  at  which  time  I 
shall  know  their  sentiments. 

The  General  who  Dined  with  me  last  Sunday  has  later  Letters 
from  Mr  Coogan1  than  yours.  He  hopes  everything  will  go  well 
in  that  Quarter.  Lieut'.  Fraser2  is  arrived  safe  in  New  Orleans 
P ondiac  saved  him.  Pondiac  it  seems  does  what  he  can  to  re¬ 
cover  favour. 

No  doubt  you  have  heard  of  the  Riot  at  Boston  and  of  the 
Seditious  Discourses  &  threats  at  New  York.  James  McEvers 
had  accepted  the  office  of  Distributor  of  Stamps  &  enter’d  into 
Bonds  before  me  for  the  due  Execution  of  his  offices,  which  he 
sent  home  by  the  last  Packett.  Yesterday  he  sent  me  a  Resigna¬ 
tion  of  his  office,  being  terrified  by  the  suffering  &  ilP  usage  the 
Stamp  officer  met  with  at  Boston,  &  the  threats  he  has  received 
at  New  York. 

Notwithstanding  of  this  I  hope  with  the  assistance  I  expect 
to  defeat  all  their  Measures  &  that  the  Stamps  shall  be  delivered 
in  proper  time  after  their  arrival.  I  shall  not  be  intimidated. 

The  People  of  New  York  are  surprisingly  excited  to  sedition 
by  a  few  Men,  but  I  hope  their  wicked  designs  will  be  defeated 
and  their  machinations  end  in  their  obtaining  the  reward  they  de¬ 
serve.  You  may  believe  that  these  things  employ  my  thoughts 
&  that  great  prudence  is  required  in  my  Conduct  at  this  time.  I 
make  no  doubt  of  your  kindest  wishes,  &  of  your  assistance  if  it 
shall  be  requisite,  for  which  purpose  I  must  beg  of  you  to  be  in 
readiness  to  come  to  New  York  if  your  attendance  in  Council 
be  required.  Indeed  I  heartily  wish  that  your  affairs  may  permit 
you  to  come  to  New  York  about  the  beginning  of  October,  be¬ 
cause  I  have  few  to  advise  with  in  whom  I  can  have  that  con¬ 
fidence  I  have  in  you  —  &  things  often  arise  which  do  not  permit 

1  Intended  for  Croghan. 

2  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser,  of  the  78th  regiment. 


922  Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 

delay  in  the  Execution.  I  have  thoughts  of  meeting  the  Assembly 
in  October. 

My  absence  from  New  York  has  prevented  my  doing  any 
thing  formally  for  Mr  Fraser,1  but  my  son2 3  has  given  orders  to 
his  Deputies  to  look  out  for  a  piece  of  land  for  him  that  may 
answer  his  purposes  so  that  he  will  not  in  reality  suffer  by  this 
delay.  I  am  truely  desirous  to  encourage  him.  I  am  with  the 
greatest  affection  &  Regard,  Sir, 

To  the  Honble  Sir  Wm  Johnson  Bar*. 

DIETRICH  BREHM’S  ACCOUNT 

D.  S. 

[Detroit,  Sept.  1,  1765]  ' 


[  ]  16  IF  [  ]  5  [  ] 

Barrells  of  Charcoal  on  @  6  20  [  ] 

1  ]  el  -  -  -  -  6/8  10  [  ] 

[  ]  Pound  [  ]s  Charcoal  -  -  -  -  @  6/8  9  [ 

f]  or  5  Barrels  Charcoal  (a)  [  ] 

lb  Iron  --  @4/  'p  lb -  41  [  ] 

of  the  Engineers  [  ]  1  75  Barrels  of  Charcoal  a 

it  of  the  [  ]  Smiths  Barthe  and  Theophile  1  4 .  .  1  1  [  ] 

4/1/8J  f .  [  ] 


£95 .  .  1  7 .  .  [  ] 


D  Brehm 
assish  Engr. 

[  ]  Mentioned  Persons  Certify  that  the  above  Accompt  is  Jus[ 


1  Hugh  Fraser.  See  account  of  his  petition  in  Johnson  to  Colden,  Aug. 
15,  1765.  Johnson  Papers,  4:824. 

2  Alexander  Colden. 

3  Date  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  282. 
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[  ]  cording  to  the  Vouchers  produced  by  Lieu*.  Brehm  from  [  ] 
[  ]  er  [  ]  mentioned 

[  ]  Abbott  Lieu*.  Roy*.  Artillery 

[John  CJampbell  L*.  Col°.  17th.  Reg*. 

]  be  payd  upon  Sight  to  William  Jarman  Esqr. 

Pay  mast  [er 

]  at  New  York  the  above  Accompt  of  Ninety  Five  [ 

]  New  York  Currency  being  money  layC  Out  of  by  the 

En  [----]  Dep  [  ] 

Armourer  of  Indians,  at  Detroit 

D[etroit]  Nov  [  ] 

[  jrable  Sir  William  Johnson 
[  ]  Hall 

INDORSED: 

Brehms  Acctt. 

Engr. 

95. .17..— 


TO  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

L.  S.1 2 


Johnson  hall  Septr.  7th.  1765. — 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  I2**\  ult°.'  containing 
your  Answer  to  my  Queeries  and  Opinion  concerning  Kayaderos- 
seras. — I  have  lately  received  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  con¬ 
cerned  in  that  Patent  who  have  made  proposals  to  Quit-Claim 
part  of  that  Tract  to  the  Indians  and  requested  I  would  lay 
the  same  before  them,  which  I  shall  comply  with,  &  even  recom¬ 
mend  it  strongly  to  them  as  well  for  the  putting  an  end  to  the 
Dispute,  as  to  Shew  the  Partys  that  I  am  not  the  Man  some 


1  In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Listed  in  Johnson  Calendar, 

p.  282. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:817-19. 
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presume  to  insinuate  and  that  altho’  it  is  my  Duty  to  support 
the  Indians  claim,  I  am  ready  to  act  a  Consistent  part  with 
Regard  to  the  Pattentees  whose  title  I  could  wish  had  been  so 
founded  as  to  admit  of  no  disputes. — 

If  this  is  agreed  to  on  both  sides  the  affair  may  drop,  but  in 
the  mean  time  I  shall  say  something  on  the  heads  of  your  Letter. 
And  First.  That  the  several  Indian  Deeds  differ  from  each  other 
as  well  as  from  the  Patent  I  am  not  at  all  Surprised  at, 
because  the  present  boundaries  claimed  were  then  little  known 
to  the  Persons  concerned  who  appear  evidently  to  have  intended 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Indians  by  an  uncertain  description 
well  knowing  they  could  get  a  Patent  for  what  they  pleased  from 
the  Governor,  concerning  which  I  need  say  no  more  than  that 
Lord  Cornbury 1  had  the  Administration  &  that  Mr.  Bickly 
was  Attorney  General  both  of  whom  bear  such  a  Character  in 
this  Province  as  will  Sufficiently  Justify  our  Suspicions  of  their 
Integrity  &  understanding,  without  enlarging  on  the  Avaricious 
disposition  and  neglect  of  the  Indians  so  Strongly  charged  to  his 
Lordship  Neither  can  it  be  deemed  Extraordinary  if  we  should 
Suppose  that  Some  of  these  Deeds  were  even  obtained  by 
worse  means  to  Justify  their  Title  under  a  more  upright  Adminis¬ 
tration,  who  ‘tho’  they  neglected  to  call  it  all  in  Question,  have 
given  proofs  of  its  weakness  by  granting  Sundry  Patents  on 
fair  Indian  purchases,  within  the  Claim.  Qre.  How  can  such 
Acts  be  justified  unless  by  supposing  that  Kayadeross's.  was 
altogether  a  bad  title,  or  that  its  Contents  were  much  smaller 
than  the  present  Claim?  otherwise,  we  must  Suppose  that  the 
Succeeding  Officers  of  Government  were  more  Corrupt,  more 
Negligent,  &  more  ignorant  than  those  of  that  Administration 
which  I  believe  no  Man  will  admit  of  in  this  Province. 

I  shall  conclude  my  Remarks  on  this  point  with  another  Qre. 
which  I  likewise  recommend  to  your  consideration  Viz1.  What 
Indian  Deed  is  the  foundation  of  the  Patent,  and  is  not  that 

1  Edward  Hyde,  Lord  Cornbury,  governor  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  1702-1708. 
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which  is  upon  Record,  the  only  Deed  on  which  it  is,  or  can  be 
founded  ? 

To  come  to  the  next  head,  I  grant  it  is  the  policy  of  our 
Constitution  that  Where-so-ever  the  Kings  Dominions  extend, 
he  is  the  fountain  of  all  property  m  Lands  &c.  But  how  can 
this  be  made  to  Extend  to  the  native  rights  of  a  people  whose 
property  none  of  our  Kings  have  claimed  a  right  to  invade,  &  to 
whom  the  Laws  have  never  Extended  without  which  Dominion 
cannot  be  said  to  be  Exercised. 

Strictly  speaking  our  rights  of  Soil  Extend  no  farther  than 
they  are  actually  purchased  by  Consent  of  the  Natives,  ‘tho’  in  a 
political  Sense  our  Claims  are  much  more  Extensive,  &  in  several 
Colonies  include  Lands  we  never  saw,  and  over  which  we 
could  not  Exercise  full  Dominion  with  10,000  of  the  best  Troops 
in  Europe,  but  these  Claims  are  kept  up  by  European  powers 
to  prevent  the  Encroachments  or  pretensions  of  each  other,  nor 
can  it  be  consistent  with  the  Justice  of  our  Constitution  to  extend 
it  farther  in  this  Case. 

These  Extensive  Claims  had  their  Origin  from  the  practice  of 
the  Popes  who  took  upon  them  to  give  away  all  Countrys 
not  Christian  in  favour  of  Some  Sons  of  the  Church  whose 
Clergy  &c  Subjects  were  to  Convert  them,  but  in  reality  to 
deprive  them  of  their  Possessions,  Libertys,  and  Lives,  this 
induced  our  Kings  to  take  upon  themselves  Similar  rights,  &  their 
Adventurers  took  possession  of  several  places  in  the  Language 
of  the  times  by  Setting  up  Crosses  &c.  After  them  Succeeding 
Adventurers  purchased  6c  Effected  Settlements  on  the  Sea  Coasts 
from  the  Natives  and  afterwards  in  the  same  manner  made 
Gradual  advances  into  the  Interior  parts  of  this  Continent. 
Which  was  the  Case  of  this,  Province  in  particular  no  Conquest 
having  been  made,  nor  any  Indian  Transactions  tending  to  more 
than  that  of  putting  their  Lands  under  the  protection  of  the 
Crown,  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  Dealings  they  had  often 
Experienced,  but  the  right  of  Soil  always  remained  to  the  Inds. 
6c  in  this  Sense  it  has  been  always  considered  by  our  Monarchs 
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as  will  appear  from  the  Steps  to  be  taken  for  acquiring  a  property 
in  America  by  Deed  from  the  Natives  whose  title  is  indisputable, 
and  who  are  therein  declared  to  have  good  right  &  full  power  to 
dispose  thereof  as  Expressed  in  their  Grants.  — 

By  the  Governors  Patent  or  Comissn.  he  is  impowered  By 
and  with  the  advice  &  Consent  of  the  Council  to  Settle  and 
Agree  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  &ca  for  such  Lands, 
Tenements  and  Hereditaments  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be 
in  the  Kings  power  to  dispose  of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person 
or  persons”  &c  —  From  which  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Indians 
consent  and  Sale  must  be  first  obtained,  and  that  no  Grant 
can  be  made  without  them  is  as  fully  implyed.  A  Commission 
cannot  be  more  Explicit  and  as  the  Instructions  are  said  to  be 
Explanatory  thereof,  all  Explanations  of  that  nature  should  in 
my  opinion  rest  upon  them  as  containing  his  Majestys  full 
Intentions.  — 

On  all  these  points  I  shall  Expect  the  favour  of  hearing 
from  you  and  I  shall  write  you  farther  respecting  Kayaderosseras 
in  case  an  Accomodation  does  not  Speedily  take  place.  — 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  desire  your  opinion  on  an  Affair 
which  creates  much  disturbance  amongst  the  Indians  at  Cona- 
joharee.  A  certain  Cobus  Maybe  lived  for  many  years  in  their 
flat  Land,  by  Virtue  only  of  an  Indian  Deed;  Some  time  ago 
as  these  Indians  begin  to  plant  more  than  formerly  they  warned 
him  to  remove  which  he  refused  to  do.  this  produced  several 
Quarrels  which  I  with  much  difficulty  prevented  from  going 
to  Extremity,  &  laid  the  matter  before  the  Governor  however 
nothing  being  done  in  it,  the  Indians  burned  Maybe's  Llouse. 
But  he  has  since  cut  Timber  and  is  building  again  under  colour 
of  having  purchased  the  Consent  of  some  of  the  Indians,  with 
Large  promises  ‘tho’  much  against  the  Inclinations  of  the  rest 
who  can  hardly  be  withheld  from  bloodshed.  The  maintaining 
a  possession  of  Inds.  Lands  being  in  Violation  of  his  Majesty  s 
late  Proclamation  directing  the  imediate  removal  of  such  persons 
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occasions  my  application  to  you  that  I  may  be  informed  what 
Steps  should  be  taken  to  remove  him  without  delay. 

I  am,  With  much  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 

\ 

Your1  Sincere  Welwisher 
&  verry  Humble  Servant 
J  T  Kempe  Esqr.  WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sepr.  7th.  1765 


Letter  from  Sir  William  Johnson 
Recd.  20lh.  Sepr.  1765  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 


Contemporary  Copy'2 

New  York  SepV.  8lh.  1765  — 

Copy./. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  your  Letters  of  the  20ltl.  July3  &  28th. 
of  August,4  I  don’t  know  where  the  first  has  lain,  I  received 
a  Letter  of  the  5th.  July  from  Niagara  by  the  Same  Opportunity 
with  the  Seal  tore  off.  Those  Letters  have  not  had  fair  Play. 
You  are  of  the  Same  opinion  as  Myself  concerning  the  Traders 
Wintering  with  the  Indians;  What  You  mention  of  the  English 
Traders  employing  the  French  as  their  Factors,  I  know  to  be 
the  Case.  Many  of  them  would  have  been  content  to  have 
let  the  Canadians  Trade  at  the  Time  of  the  Insurrection  of  the 
Indians;  and  which  the  French  Endeavored  at  in  the  most 


1  Closing  in  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library.  Printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:838- 
39,  in  mutilated  form.  A  copy  from  Johnson  MSS.  is  printed  in  Illinois 
Historical  Collections,  11:80-81. 

3  Ante  pp.  861-63. 

1  Mutilated  draft  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:833-34;  copy  reprinted  ante 

pp.  914-17. 
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Strenuous  Manner,  by  Setting  the  Ottawas  of  Missilmaktnak 
to  demand  that  Priveledge  of  me  at  Montreal  for  the  French, 
when  the  Trade  was  Stopped  for  the  English.  Capt.  Claus 
can  give  You  a  particular  Account  of  that  affair.  I  realy  think 
with  You,  if  the  Indians  were  properly  talked  to  on  that  Subject  ; 
that  they  would  perceive  how  they  are  imposed  upon  in  their 
Winterings,  and  would  be  pleased  with  the  Scheme  of  trading 
only  at  the  Posts.  It  is  a  Novelty  to  them  at  present  &  on  that 
Accoh  disagreable,  but  they  would  soon  find  their  Advantage 
in  it  — 

You  will  receive  inclosed,  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Croghan  to  Mr.  McKee’  at  Fort  Pitt,  in  which  he  Acquaints 
him,  that  the  Nations  have  Agreed,  to  our  taking  Possession 
of  the  Ilinois.  We  may  Expect  Letters  soon  from  Mr.  Croghan 
from  Detroit.  Lieut  Colo1.  Reid2 *  on  Receipt  of  the  Letter, 
Sent  away  a  Detachment  of  100  Men,  under  Capt.  Stirling' 
a  very  good  &  proper  Person  for  such  a  Business,  to  take 
Possession.  A  Dozen  Indians  are  gone  with  the  Party,  but  the 
Traders  did  not  Chose  to  go,  till  they  Should  hear  of  their 
Arrival.  But  they  are  Building  Boats  at  Fort  Pitt  to  follow 
them.  The  Detachment  may  be  too  hasty,  tho’  I  hope  matters 
will  turn  out  well.  The  34lh.  Reg1.4  left  New  Orleans  the  End 
of  June,  Since  which  time,  I  have  no  news  of  them.  The  42d. 
must  get  first  to  the  Illinois  when  we  get  Possession  the  French 
Influence  will  decline  apace  — 

I  am,  with  great  Regard 

Dear  Sir, 

SR.  WM.  Johnson  Bar1.  &ca  — 


1  Alexander  McKee,  assistant  deputy  agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 

2  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Reid  of  the  42d  regiment. 

Captain  Thomas  Stirling,  42d  regiment,  who  set  out  from  Fort  Pitt  on 
Aug.  24  with  a  detachment  of  the  42d  regiment,  the  Black  Watch. 

1  Under  Major  Robert  Farmar. 
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INDORSED: 

Copy/ 

To  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*, 
at 

Johnson  Hall 

New  York,  Septr.  8th.  1  765  — 

FROM  ALEXANDER  FRASER 

A.  L.  S. 

Schenectady  10th.  Sep1.  1765 
Sir 

As  I  expect  Abraham  Van  Eps  Down  soon,  &  by  all  prob¬ 
ability  will  call  at  you  Sir,  &  I  dare  say  will  be  very  inquisitive 
with  regard  of  what  Encouragement  my  Brother,  I  could 
expect  from  you  therefore  Should  be  doing  much  service  to,  us, 
if  you  would  [be]  pleas’d  Sir,  to  Countenance  him,  as  much  as 
possible  [  ]  let  him  know:  but  what  he  had  in  view  may 

be  [  ]  tained,  when  every  thing  is  settled  with  the  Indians 

&  [  ]  Sir,  be  pleas’d  to  signify  to  him;  that  I  did  not 

]  mmunicating  to  you,  his  affectionate  behaviour  [  ] 

had  commenc’d  partners,  you  must  be  sensible  [  ]  requisite 

it  will  be  for  us  that  he  should  continue  the  Partnership,  for  about 
a  twelve  months  till  I  would  be  able  to  understand  the  trade 
thoroughly.  [  ]  I  was  in  the  least  suspicious,  that  his  con¬ 

tinuing  the  Partnership  would  prove  to  his  disadvantage.  God 
forbid,  that  I  would  do  him  the  injustice;  neither  would  I  have 
the  assurance  to  urge  you  Sir,  to  advise  him.  I  am  convinced,  if 
you  don’t  abet  him  a  little  [  ]  that  the  Duchmen,  who  are 

Jealous,  that  we  should  have  any  advantage  over  them  will  be 
able  to  prevail  upon  him  to  quit  the  Partnership.  I  shall  do 
myself  the  honour  to  wait  upon  you,  Sir,  before  I’ll  go  up. 

Sir  I  am  with  the  utmost 

Gratitude  your  Most  obed1.  Hum  [  ]S[  ] 

Alexr.  Fraser 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 2 

Johnson  Hall  7K  12th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  2d.  Ins1.,'  and  have 
accordingly  directed  Mr.  Darlington3  to  wait  upon  You  with 
the  Draft,  &  to  remit  the  Amount  by  Sloop,  and  I  shall  be 
extremely  glad  to  receive  ye.  remdr.  as  Soon  as  convenient,  having 
daily  demands  upon  me  on  Account  of  it.  —  Thro  Hurry  in 
my  last  Acctts.  I  omitted  inserting  £63 .  .  4 .  .8  Sterling  due  to 
Charles  Galtier  De  V erville  as  Interpreter  at  La  Baye,  for  which 
Messrs.  Mercer  &  Ramsay  who  accepted  his  Draft  have  fre¬ 
quently  wrote  to  me,  &  are  verry  pressing  for  the  money,  so  that 
I  wish  it  could  by  any  means  be  included  in  the  last  AccL,  it  is 
certified  by  L*.  Gorrel4  then  Commd§.  Officer  there.  — 

I  am  verry  anxious  to  hear  farther  from  Mr.  Croghan,  by 
letters  just  received  from  Detroit  I  find  he  was  still  at  Ouiatanon 
the  15th.  July,  the  Pacquet  may  bring  some  orders  or  Regula¬ 
tions  for  my  Department,  I  should  think  it  must,  as  the  Vacancy 
of  Secretary,  wh.  has  always  been  held  by  Commission  from  the 
King  is  not  yet  filled  up,  tho  they  were  imediately  certified  of 
Mr.  Marsh’s5 6  Death,  wL  happened  in  January  last.  —  The 
Change  of  Men  at  Home  may  have  produced  a  change  of 
measures  and  the  Affairs  of  the  Colonies  in  Gener’.  may  have 
engaged  their  attention,  &  will  doubtless  do  so  much  more  when 
they  hear  of  the  Riotous  conduct  of  some  of  ye.  Americans 
which  has  proceeded  such  Lengths,  as  must  give  us  reason  to 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  mutilated  form  was  printed 
in  Johnson  Papers,  4:84L42. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:837-38. 

3  William  Darlington,  Johnson’s  agent  in  New  York  City. 

4  Lieutenant  James  Gorrell  of  the  60th  regiment,  stationed  at  Fort 

Edward  Augustus,  La  Baye  (Green  Bay,  Wisconsin). 

6  Witham  Marsh,  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  died  January  1  765. 
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think  that  any  Ministry  will  take  Notice  of  it.  —  The  Stamp 
Act  altho  it  will  certainly  produce  the  much  wanted  spirit  of 
Industry  &  frugality,  may  doubtless  in  some  cases  be  felt  by 
the  present  Generation,  but  the  Government  at  Home  well  knew 
from  experience  that  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  by  an  application 
to  the  Divided  Colonies  any  fund  adequate  to  answer  their  pur¬ 
pose.  The  Act  is  past,  &  some  have  openly  rebelled  against  it, 
all  which,  and  perhaps  the  Act  itself  may  be  attributed  to  the 
clamourous  conduct  of  a  few  pretended  Patriots,  who  have  been 
always  remarkable  for  opposing  Government  in  everry  Article, 
&  its  Officers  in  everry  Character,  &  have  propagated  their 
Republican  principles  amongst  an  Ignorant  People,  whose  Re¬ 
ligious  &  Civil  tenets  incline  them  to  embrace  that  Doctrine.  — - 
Altho  no  part  of  my  landed  Estate  was  purchased  from  the 
Indians,  neither  is  it  equal  in  its  whole  extent  to  what  former 
Secretarys  for  Indian  Affairs  acquired  from  them.  Yet  it  is 
perhaps  more  improveable  than  many  others,  &  therefore  having 
a  property  to  lose,  I  cannot  be  supposed  to  think  differently 
from  the  real  Interests  of  America,  Yet  as  a  Lover  of  the  Brittish 
Constitution  I  shall  retain  Sentiments  agreable  to  it,  altho  I 
should  be  almost  singular  in  my  opinion,  and  I  have  great  reason 
to  think  that  the  late  transactions,  &  what  is  daily  expected  in 
other  Colonies  will  be  productive  of  dangerous  Consequences.  — 
As  I  dont  enter  into  their  Debates,  or  suffer  myself  to  be  led  by 
the  artfull  constructions  of  the  Law,  neither  have  I  ever  given 
You  the  trouble  of  reading  my  thoughts  on  that  Subject  ’till 
this  time,  I  know  you  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  offering  them. 

In  my  last  letters  I  have  wrote  to  Col!.  Campbel1  pritty  fully 
as  well  with  regard  to  the  necessary  Speeches  to  be  made  to  the 
Indians,  as  the  other  Articles,  so  that  should  they  come  to  his 
Post,  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  dismiss  them  to  their  Satisfaction, 
to  which,  Mr.  Croghans  presence  will  greatly  contribute.  It 
will  be  too  late  at  present  to  give  him  any  farther  Instructions 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 
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As  I  presume  we  shall  hear  in  a  little  time  from  that  Quarter 
of  the  Affairs  being  over  one  way  or  another.  — 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

GENRE  Gage  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar*. 
Sep*.  12th.  1765. 
received  Sep*.  28th. 
answered  — 


TO  FRANCIS  FAUQUIER 
Copy 1 


Johnson-hall  Septr.  I2t,\  I765.2 3 

SlR, 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  !  and  I 

shall  lay  the  affair  before  the  Six  Nations  &  recommend  it  to 
them  to  agree  to  a  peace  with  the  Southern  Nations,  tho’  I 
apprehend  it  will  be  no  Easy  task  to  bring  it  about  as  their 
aversion  is  of  Long-Standing,  and  the  Northern  Indians  are 
irreconcileable,  if  once  they  Conceive  a  thorough  hatred.  — 
Several  Years  ago  I  brought  about  an  Accomodation  (in  out¬ 
ward  Appearance)  between  them,  but  the  Northern  Indians 
were  with  the  utmost  difficulty  persuaded  thereto,  and  were 
not  Sincere  in  it  as  they  Soon  '  the  War,  which  the 

Western  Indians,  &  all  the  Six  Nations  (Except  the  Mohocks), 
yet  continue,  and  these  Latter  tho’  at  present  few  in  Number, 
are  only  prevented  from  Joyning  the  rest  thro’  my  repeated 

1  In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Parkman  Collection.  The  draft 
is  partially  given  in  mutilated  form  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:840-41. 

2  Date  given  as  September  1  1,  1765  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  283. 

3  Blank  space  in  manuscript. 
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admonitions  to  the  contrary.  So  soon  as  I  have  laid  this  affair 
before  the  Six  Nations  I  shall  acquaint  with  the  result.  —  I  have 
not  heard  any  thing  of  the  approach  of  the  Cherokee  Deputys. 
I  wish  they  may  come  by  Water,  I  think  they  will  run  a  great 
Risque  in  coming  thro’  ye  Inds.  Country  till  the  Northern  Inds. 
(many  of  whom  are  now  out)  are  advertised  of  their  Journey 
and  Agree  to  receive  them. — wL  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  bring 
about. - 


Lt.  Govr.  Fauquier  — 


I  am 


A  RELEASE 

D.  S 7 

[September  14,  1765 ] 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  Fourteenth  day  of-Septem- 
ber  in  the  year  of  our  ^Jliousand  Seven  hundred  and 

Sixty  five  between  Hans  Deciie!?”v  Jcaley,  son  of  Rudolph  Staley, 
Johan  Joost  Herchheiner  Junior,  Thomas  Schoonmaker,  Peter 
Bellingher  Junior,  Frederick  Arrendorph,  Hans  Michael  Itigh, 
Nicholas  Spone  (son  of  Hendrick  Spone)  Augustus  Hess, 
Nicholas  Woolever,  Christopher  Fox,  Rudolph  Schoonmaker, 
Jacob  Itigh,  Jacob  Kesslaer,  and  Nicholas  Herchheimer  Yeomen 
all  of  the  County  of  Albany  of  the  first  part  and  Sir  William 
Johnson  Baronet,  and  Jacob  Bashorn,  Stephanus  Frank,  Andries 
Clebsaddle,  Coenradt  Frank,  Peter  Piper,  George  Henry  Bell, 
Joseph  Staring,  Warner  Spone,  and  Abraham  Rosekrans  Yeo- 
men  all  of  the  said  County  of  Albany  of  the  second  part, 
whereas  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  second  by 
his  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  of 
New  York  bearing  date  the  fourteenth  day  of  June  in  the 
Twenty  eighth  year  of  his  Reign  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  five  did  give  grant  ratify 
and  Confirm  unto  the  said  Rudolph  Staley,  Johan  Joost  Herch- 


1  In  New  York  State  Library. 
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heimer  junior,  I  homas  Schoonmaker,  Peter  Belhngher  Junior, 
Frederick  Arrendorph,  Hans  Michael  Itigh,  then  Hans  Michael 
Itigh  Junior,  Hendrick  Spone,  Augustus  Hess,  Nicholas  Wool- 
ever,  Christophel  Fox,  Rudolph  Schoonmaker,  Jacob  Itigh, 
Jacob  Kesslaer,  Nicholas  Herchheimer,  Hans  Dederick  Staley, 
and  to  Samuel  Broughman  and  George  Kesslaer,  all  those  two 
Certain  Tracts  of  Land  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of 
Albany  aforesaid  on  the  South  side  of  the  Mohawk  s  River, 
partly  adjoining  to  and  on  the  Back  of  the  Patent  of  the  Great 
Flatts,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Burnets 
Field,  bounded  in  the  manner  by  the  said  Letters  Patent  particu¬ 
larly  Expressed  and  Containing  together  thirty  four  thousand 
Acres  of  Land  and  the  usual  allowance  for  highways,  To  hold 
the  one  full  and  equal  seventeenth  part  (the  whole  into  Seventeen 
equal  parts  to  be  divided)  of  the  said  Two  Tracts  of  Land 
and  Premises  unto  each  of  Grantees  in  the  said  Letters 

j  ‘  ^  f  i 

Patent  named  their  Heirs  ana/nj^sapes,  to  their  own  proper  and 
separate  use  and  Behoof  respectively  for  ever  as  by  the  said 
Letters  Patent  or  the  Record  thereof  in  the  Secretarys  Office 
of  the  said  Province  in  Book  of  Patents  Number  Thirteen  pages 
two  hundred  and  Sixty  Nine  to  two  hundred  and  Eighty  two, 
Referrence  thereunto  being  had  may  more  fully  and  at  large 
appear  and  whereas  the  said  Hans  Dederick  Staley  in  his  own 
Right  and  in  Right  of  his  Father  the  said  Rudolph  Staley 
Deceased  at  present  stands  seized  of  or  intitled  unto  two  un¬ 
divided  Seventeenth  parts  of  the  said  two  Tracts  of  Land  and 
Premises,  and  the  said  Nicholas  Spone  of  one  undivided  Seven¬ 
teenth  part  thereof  in  Right  of  his  Father  the  said  Hendrick 
Spone  deceased,  and  the  other  Parties  to  these  Presents  of  the 
first  part  respectively  of  one  undivided  seventeenth  part  thereof 
of  their  own  Right,  Now  this  Indenture  witnesseth  that  the 
said  Hans  Dederick  Staley  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the 
sum  of  Eight  pounds  Current  money  of  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  the  other  Parties  to  these  presents  of  the  first  part 
for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  like  Current 
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Money  to  each  of  them  by  the  said  Parties  to  these  Presents  of 
the  second  part  in  hand  well  and  truely  paid,  the  Receipt 
whereof  if  hereby  acknowledged.  They  the  said  Parties  of  the 
first  part  Have  and  each  of  them  severally  and  respectively  Hath 
granted  Bargained  sold  aliened  Released  and  Confirmed  and 
by  these  Presents  Do  and  each  of  them  severally  and  respectively 
Doth  grant  bargain  sell  alien  Release  and  Confirm  unto  them 
the  said  Parties  of  the  second  part  (in  their  actual  possession  now 
being  by  virtue  of  a  Bargain  and  Sale  to  them  thereof  made  by 
Indenture  bearing  date  the  Day  before  the  Date  of  these  Presents 
and  by  force  of  the  Statute  for  Transferring  uses  into  Possession) 
and  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  All  that  the  respective  Two  fifth 
parts  of  all  the  respective  Estate  Title  Interest  share  shares  and 
Proportions  of  them  the  said  Parties  to  these  Presents  of  the 
first  part  of  in  and  to  the  said  two  Tracts  of  Land  and  premises 
so  granted  to  them  and  others  as  aforesaid,  And  all  their  several 
and  respective  Right  Possession  Claim  and  Demand  whatsoever 
both  in  Law  and  Equity  of  in  and  to  the  same  respective  two 
fifth  parts  of  their  said  respective  shares  and  proportions  [ 
the  said  two  Tracts  of  Land  [  ]  Premises,  And  the 

]  and  Reversion  Remainder  and  Remainders  Rents 
Issues  and  Proffits  thereof.  To  have  and  to  hold  one  full  and 
equal  Tenth  part  (the  whole  into  Ten  equal  parts  to  be  divided) 
of  the  said  respective  two  fifth  parts  of  the  respective  Estate 
Title  Interest  share  shares  and  proportions  of  them  the  said 
Parties  to  these  Presents  of  the  first  part  of  in  and  to  the  aforesaid 
two  Tracts  of  Land  Tenements  Hereditaments  and  Premisses 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  with  the  appurtenances  unto 
each  of  them  the  said  Sir  William  Johnson,  Jacob  Bashorn, 
Stephanus  Frank,  Andries  Clepsaddle,  Coenradt  Frank,  Peter 
Piper,  George  Henry  Bell,  Joseph  Staring,  Warner  Spone, 
and  Abraham  Rosekrans,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  respectively. 
To  their  only  proper  and  separate  use  and  Behoof  for  ever  as 
Tenants  in  Common  and  not  as  joint  Tenants.  And  the  said 
Parties  of  the  first  part  severally  for  themselves  and  their  respec- 


936 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


tive  Heirs  Executors  and  administrators  Do  hereby  covenant  and 
grant  to  and  with  each  of  the  said  Parties  of  the  second  part 
respectively  and  their  respective  Heirs  and  Assignes  that  they 
are  respectively  Owners  of  the  Premises  hereby  by  them  respec¬ 
tively  granted  and  have  power  to  grant  the  same  in  manner 
as  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Premises  are  free  from  all  Incum¬ 
brances  by  them  respectively  made  the  Quit  Rent  already  due 
and  to  become  due  Excepted,  and  shall  and  may  be  forever 
hereafter,  they  paying  the  Quit  Rent  in  Arrear  and  to  become 
due  for  the  Premises,  peaceably  enjoyed  by  their  Grantees 
above  named  without  any  disturbance  from  any  person  Claiming 
or  to  Claim  the  same  by  from  or  under  them  the  said  Grantors 
or  any  of  them  respectively,  In  witness  whereof  the  Parties  to 
these  Presents  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  Hands 
and  Seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written.  — 

Sealed  and  Delivered 

In  the  Presence  of  (lines  seven  & 

Eight  the  words  and  Nicholas  Herchheimer 
wrote  on  a  Rasure  in  first  page,  &  lines  1  7  &  - 
1 8  in  same  page  a  Rasure  not  wrote  upon 
and  line  first  of  this  pages  a  Razure  not 
wrote  upon. 

Jost  Herchheimer  Johnn  Drerich  Stall 

WlLLIM  CONINGHAM  JoST  HERCHMER  jur 

Tomaser  Schumacker 
his 

Peter  PB  Bellinger  Junr 
mark 

his 

Frederick  FA  Arndorff 
mark 
his 

Michel  M  Ittig 
merck 
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Nichol  Spon 
Augustinus  Hess 
Nicolas  Wolleben 
Stofel  Fox 
Lutolf  Schumacker 
his 

Jabob  JI  Ittig 
merck 
his 

Jacob  Kastlear 
merck 

Nicolas  Herchmer 

29  Oct  1765  at  the 
Request  of  CoENRADT 
Frank 

City  of  ) 

New  York^  S  S 

Be  it  Remembred  that  on  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  October 
1765  appeared  before  me  Daniel  Horsmanden  Esqr.  (Chief 
Justice  of  the  Province  of  New  York)  William  Cunningham 
of  the  County  of  Albany  Yeoman  and  made  Oath  that  he  did 
see  all  the  Grantors  named  in  the  within  Identure  of  Release 
to  Sir  William  Johnson  and  others,  Seal  and  as  their  respective 
Act  and  Deed  deliver  the  said  Indenture  of  Release.  That  the 
Name  the  said  William  Cunningham  subscribed  thereto  is  the 
proper  Handwriting  of  him  the  said  William  Cunningham  which 
he  subscribed  as  a  Witness  to  the  said  Indenture;  and  that  he 
saw  at  the  Same  Time  Joost  Herchheimer1  subscribe  his  Name, 
also  as  a  Witness  to  the  said  Indenture  —  And  I  having  perused 


1  Father  of  General  Nicholas  Hercheimer  (Herkimer). 
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the  same  and  finding  no  Razure  or  Interlineation  therein  other 
than  are  noted  do  allow  the  same  to  be  recorded. 

Danl.  Horsmanden 

N°.  146 

1  4th.  SEPTEMBER  1  765 


Hans  Dederick  Staley 
and  others 
To 

Sir  William  Johnson 
Baronet  and  others 


Release  of  two 
fifths  of  34,000  Acres 
>  of  Land  near  Burnets 
Field  in  the  County  of 
Albany.  — 


FROM  JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Detroit  Sepr.  16th.  1765 


Coppy 

Sir 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  You  that  a  General  Peace  is 
Settled  with  all  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  Westward,  and  a  fair 
prospect  of  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  Reign  in  this  Quarter,  and 
its  to  be  hoped  this  happy  turn  of  Affairs,  will  be  lasting.  Mr. 
Croghans  great  care  and  Attention  to  the  Business  he  was 
employed  on,  has  brought  about  a  thorough  Reconciliation 
amongst  them;  it  gave  me  great  pleasure  and  Satisfaction  to 
Observe  that  all  the  Tribes  of  Indians  that  come  here  to  Council, 
since  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  Croghan  were  dismissed  extremely  well 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  inclosed  in  Johnson  to  Gage  Oct 
27,  1765. 
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pleased  and  Contented,  Pondiac  in  particular,  so  that  I  am 
thoroughly  Convinced  he  will  do  all  the  good  Actions  in  his 
Power  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  English,  he  Certainly 
has  vast  influence  over  the  Indians,  and  I  firmly  believe  he  will 
exert  himself  for  the  future  in  behalf  of  the  English  Interest, 
as  much  as  he  formerly  did  against  us.  This  last  Meeting  with 
the  Indians  has  been  attended  with  Expence  and  I  hope  it  will 
appear  to  You  that  the  greatest  Oeconomy  has  been  observed 
on  that  Occasion,  and  that  nothing  has  been  laid  out  but  what 
was  absolutely  Necessary  to  bring  about  the  present  favourable 
Scituation  of  Affairs  in  this  Quarter  which  I  make  no  doubt  will 
be  permonent  and  lasting,  I  shall  use  my  Utmost  endeavours 
dureing  my  stay  here  to  preserve  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  that 
Subsists  at  present,  and  to  shew  the  Savages  all  the  Civilities  in 
my  Power,  particularly  to  Pondiac.  I  could  wish  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  give  a  few  Presents  to  some  of  their  Cfnefs  when 
they  come  to  see  me  with  some  of  their  Tribes,  otherwise  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  Treat  them  as  I  could  wish. 

This  day  the  Hurons  of  this  place  came  to  me  and  told  me 
they  had  something  of  Consequence  to  say  to  me. 

The  Speech  they  then  made  me  on  a  large  Belt,  I  send 
herewith  agreeable  to  their  desire  together  with  the  Belt,  I  have 
also  sent  the  General  a  Coppy  of  it. 

I  am  well  Convinced  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  all  the 
Nations  of  Indians  hereabouts  to  have  Mr.  Croghan  Settled  at 
this  Place,  as  they  in  general  have  the  highest  Opinion  of  him 
and  therfore  would  prefer  him  to  any  other  person 

I  am  with  great  regard 
Sir 

Your  Most  Obedient 

&  Most  Hume.  Servh 

John  Campbell1 

Sir  William  Johnson  Baronet 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 

at  Detroit. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Septbr.  17th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  8lh.  Ins1.2  with  the  enclosure, 
and  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  You  a  Copy  of 
Mr.  Croghans  Letter  to  me  from  Detroit,  dated  1  7th.  of  August,3 
in  which  he  gives  a  general  Acc".  of  his  Success  in  his  Nego¬ 
tiations,  and  I  expect  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  transmit  you 
an  Accn.  of  his  proceedings  at  Detroit.  —  I  have  a  letter  from 
Lh  Co11.  Campbel4 5  on  the  Subject  wherein  he  expresses  his  great 
Satisfaction  at  Mr.  Croghans  Arrival  there,  &  I  have  likewise 
one  from  De  Coaugne 5  who  with  W abbicommicott  &ca.  was 
arrived  at  Detroit,  had  delivered  my  Messages  &ca.  to  Pondiac 
&  the  rest  there,  which  rendered  his  proceeding  farther  unneces¬ 
sary.  —  these  particulars  will  I  hope  be  agreable  to  You,  as  they 
promise  much  Success  &  a  Safe  Arrival  to  Cap*.  Sterling.6 7 * — As 
to  Major  Farmer,1  I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  he  will  get  to 
the  Illinois  before  Winter.  —  It  is  something  extraordinary  that 
my  letter  of  the  20th.  July  should  have  been  so  long  on  the 
way,  The  Post  office  at  Albany  is  verry  remiss,  it  was  for¬ 
merly  said  by  many,  that  there  were  a  few  Persons  down  ye. 
County  whose  curiosity  led  them  great  Lengths,  particularly  in 
party  times.  —  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  y1.  You  approve 
of  my  Sentiments  concerning  ye.  Indn.  Trade,  on  which  Subject 
something  must  be  done,  and  the  Indians  Satisfied  that  it  is  their 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Ante  pp.  927-29. 

3  Ante  pp.  899-902. 

4  Ante  pp.  898-99. 

5  Jean  Baptiste  de  Couagne. 

Captain  Thomas  Stirling  of  the  42d  regiment  took  possession  of  Fort 
Chartres,  Oct.  9,  I  765. 

7  Major  Robert  Farmar  of  the  42d  regiment,  commandant  at  Fort 

Chartres. 
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Interest  as  well  as  ours  to  Trade  at  ye.  Posts.  AVe  have  at  present 
a  good  prospect  of  accommodating  matters  to  the  Westward 
&  securing  peace,  but  unless  we  take  a  good  deal  of  pains  to 
ensure  it,  &  have  proper  persons  at  all  the  Out  Posts  It  will 
come  to  nothing  in  a  little  time,  &  this  I  have  repeatedly  laid 
before  the  Government.  — 

Since  my  last  of  the  1 0*.  I  received  a  letter  from  Cap'. 
Howard  enclosing  me  his  Accn.  of  Expences  incurred  at  Michili- 
mackinac  from  the  7th.  Janr>\  to  the  1st.  of  July  1  765, 1  Amount¬ 
ing  to  £342..  18.. 2  Y.  Currency,  I  have  examined  everry 
Article,  and  realy  think  it  verry  reasonable.  — 

You  will  please  to  inform  me  whether  I  am  to  charge  The 
Total  in  my  Acc1*.,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  to  send  it  down 
to  Y ou.  — 

I  am  with  ye.  greatest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

Genrl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
Sept.  17*  1765. 
received  Sep1.  28*.  — 


TO  FRANCIS  FAUQUIER 
Contemporary  Copy2 


Johnson  Hall,  Sepir.  17th.,  1765. 

Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  22d.  Ulto,3  and  I 
shall  lay  the  affair  before  the  Six  Nations,  &  recommend  it  to 


1  Destroyed  by  fire;  see  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  275. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  See  Francis  Fauquier  to  Johnson,  July  22,  1  765,  ante  pp.  863-64, 
which  immediately  precedes  this  letter  in  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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them  to  agree  to  a  Peace  with  the  Southern  Indians,  though  I 
apprehend  it  will  be  no  easy  task  to  bring  it  about,  as  their 
aversion  is  of  long  Standing,  and  the  Northern  Indians  are  irre¬ 
concilable  if  once  they  conceive  a  thourough  hatred.  —  several 
Years  ago  I  brought  about  an  Accomodation  (in  outward  appear¬ 
ance)  between  them;  but  the  Northern  Indians  were  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  persuaded  thereto,  and  were  not  sincere  in  it 
as  they  so  soon  renewed  the  War,  which  the  Western  Indians, 
and  all  the  Six  Nations  (except  the  Mohawks)  yet  continue, 
and  these  latter  though  at  present  few  in  number,  are  only  pre¬ 
vented  in  Joining  the  rest  thro’  my  repeated  admonitions  to 
the  contrary.  —  so  soon  as  I  have  laid  this  Affair  before  the 
Six  Nations,  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  the  Result.  —  I  have 
not  heard  any  thing  of  the  approach  of  the  Cherokee  Deputies. 

I  wish  they  may  come  by  water,  as  I  think  they  will  run  a 
great  Risque  in  coming  thro’  the  Indian  Country,  ’till  the  North¬ 
ern  Indians  (many  of  whom  are  now  out)  are  advertized  of 
their  Journey,  and  agree  to  receive  them,  which  I  am  now 
endeavoring  to  bring  about.  —  I  am  w,h.  the  utmost  Respect 
&c  — 

W.  Johnson 

FROM  LAWRENCE  ERMATINGER 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

Montreal  17th.  September  1765. — 

S* 

When  the  Kings  Proclamation  was  published  for  a  free  Trade 
with  the  Indians,  we  became  Adventurers  with  many  more  of  his 
Majesty’s  Subjects  in  a  very  considerable  Sum  of  Money  to 
the  amount  of  £3000  Ster  — ,  and  expected  that  we  should 
receive  the  same  advantage  as  many  others  of  his  Majesty’s 
Subjects  did, — but  contrary  to  our  Expectations,  some  have 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7 ;  the  original  letter, 
in  mutilated  form,  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:846-47. 


The  Indian  Uprising ,  1764-1765 


943 


been  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  Fort  to  Winter,  whilst  others 
are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty’s  Proclamation  which 
says  that  the  Trade  shall  be  as  free  for  one  as  for  another. 
We  do  not  know  that  we  have  in  any  ways  behaved  our  selves 
as  unbecoming  Subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  why  we  should 
be  denied  the  same  Priviledge  as  other  trading  People  have, 
we  cannot  conceive.  — 

Our  Stock  in  Trade  is  so  very  considerable  that  it  must  hurt 
us,  if  some  Measures  are  not  taken  to  put  us  on  a  Level  with  the 
other  Traders,  —  Therefore  we  pray  you  that  you  will  please 
to  give  us  a  Permission  to  go  to  such  Posts  to  winter  where 
any  Person  is  gone  before.  —  But  a  few  days  ago  [we  Received 
Lettres] 1  from  one  of  our  People  who  tells  of  having  applied 
for  a  Permit  to  go  to  Winter,  like  many  others,  but  were  refused, 
therefore  we  hope  from  your  known  Character  that  you  will 
grant  this  our  Request  —  We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  we 
are  —  Sir  Y ours  &c  — 

For  James  Frye  &  Self 
(Signed) 

Laurence  Ermatinger 

TO  HUGH  WALLACE 

Df .2 3 

[Johnson  Hall  Septr.  1 8ll\  1765] 

[  ] 

I  have  just  had  the  favour  of  Your  Letter  of  the  8th./  &  I 
have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Croghan  is 
now  at  Detroit  with  Pondiac  and  a  number  of  Indians  whom 
he  met  near  Illinois,  and  with  whom  he  settled  all  matters  for 

1  Words  in  brackets  were  omitted  in  the  copy. 

2  In  handwriting  of  Guy  Johnson.  The  first  paragraph  of  the  letter, 
which  is  partly  destroyed  by  fire,  is  supplied  from  an  extract  printed  in 
Illinois  Historical  Collections,  1  1  :84. 

3  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  283. 
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obtaining  possession  of  that  important  place,  in  consequence  of 
which  Capt.  Sterling1  &  100  men  are  marched  there  from  Fort 
Pitt,  this  Affair  is  the  more  important,  as  it  has  been  long 
attempted  in  Vain,  and  the  gentleman  sent  up  lately  by  the 
Mississippi  in  lieu  of  expecting  anything  were  obliged  to  [retire]2 
escape  in  the  Night  &  retire  to  New  Orleans. 

[  ]  I  remember  something  of  some  Land  you  [ 

[belonging  to]  Capt.  Cosby,3  tho’  the  Exact  Situation  I  []lly[] 

[  ]  may  rest  assured  I  shall  make  proper  Enquiries  [ 

[  ]  any  information  or  other  Assistance  you  [ 

[  ]  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offers  and  [ 

[  ]  Express  yourself  sho^.  I  chuse  to  purchase  [ 

[  ]  I  have  no  occasion  for  either,  if  I  had  [you  may] 

[  ]  taking  any  such  Steps  I  should  drop  all  thoughts 

]  d  designed  to  be  concerned.  — 

[Lord  Adam  Gor]don,  (who  is  a  Very  Worthy  Nobleman) 
has  been  with 


[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 


]  his  return  from  Canada,  I  suppose  he  is  n  [  ow  ] 


]  New  York,  as  I  can  hardly  think  Boston  [ 

]  to  him  or  any  Traveller.  I  agree  perfectly  wi  [th] 
]  concerning  the  present  State  of  Affairs,  and  [ 

]  to  which  matters  have  been  carried  by  an  [ 

]  as  much  interest  in  the  Welfare  of  this  Coun[try] 
] ,  at  the  same  time  I  am  confident  they  [ 

]  nces,  &  that  a  few  Patriots,  as  they  would  [ 

]  people  to  go  such  Lengths  as  a  K[  ] 

]  out  giving  up  [every]  their  Prerogatives  [ 

]  Support  of  Independen  [ce 
]  °f  or  would  not  [ 

] 


1  Captain  Thomas  Stirling  of  the  42d  regiment  took  possession  of  Fort 
Chartres  on  Oct.  9,  1765. 

-  W ords  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 

3  Captain  William  Cosby. 
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&  Mrs.  Wallace  [ 

England  with  Lord  [ 

I  am  glad  [ 
encourage  the  [ 

Hibernian  Concert  [ 

Glad  to  See  You  &  Mrs.  [ 
with  any  of  yr.  freinds,  &ca.  [ 
appear  agreable  dureing  [ 

INDIAN  DEED 

D.  S.1 2 

[Johnson  Hall,  Sept.  20,  1765] 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  or  may  concern.  We 
Seth,  Joseph,  Anthony,  Lowrance  &  Catherine,  Native  Indians 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  sole  and  absolute  Proprietors 
of  the  Tract  of  Land  hereinafter  described  send  greeting  Know 
Ye  that  for  and  in  Consideration  of  fourteen  pounds  Current 
Money  of  the  Province  aforesaid  to  us  in  hand  paid  before  the 
Executing  of  these  Presents  by  George  Zomer,  Jacob  Stern- 
berger,  Hendrick  Wever,  Jacob  Zemer  for,  and  in  the  Name 
of  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by 
the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  &  Ireland  King 
Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  the  receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby 
Acknowledge  and  ourselves  to  be  therewith  fully  satisfy’d  Con¬ 
tented  and  paid.  Have  granted  bargained  sold  Released,  and  Do 
by  these  Presents  for  us  and  our  Heirs  forever  Grant,  Bargain 
Sell,  Alien  Release  Enfeoff  Confirm  &  forever  quit  Claim 
unto  our  said  most  gracious  Sovereign  King  George  the  Second 
all  that  Certain  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  Scituate  Lying  and 

1  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  285,  refers  to  this  part  of  the  letter  being  con¬ 
cerned  with  “lengths  to  which  ‘a  misguided  populace’  has  been  carried  in 
its  opposition  to  authority,  and  his  desire  to  encourage  the  formation  of 
a  ‘Hibernian  Concert.’  ” 

2  In  Colonial  Land  Papers,  New  York  State  Library. 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 
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Being  in  the  County  of  Albany  on  the  East  side  of  Scohary 
Beginning  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  Northernmost  of 
two  Tracts  of  Land  Surveyed  about  one  Year  since  for  Lam- 
burtas  Stenbergh  and  runs  from  thence  North  twenty  seven 
Degrees,  East  ninety  two  chains  then  South  Sixty  Six  Degrees 
East  One  hundred  and  fifty  five  Chains,  Then  South  thirty  one 
Degrees  East  two  hundred  and  ten  Chains,  Then  South  thirty 
two  Degrees  West  three  hundred  and  ninety  eight  Chains, 
Then  North  fifty-nine  Degrees  West  four  hundred  Chains  to 
the  Bounds  of  the  old  Patent  of  Scohary  then  along  the  Bounds 
thereof  North  25  Degrees  East  thirty  x  x  x  Chains  to  a  Tract 
of  Land  surveyed  at  the  same  Time  with  the  aforementioned 
for  the  said  Lamburtus  Stenbergh  and  then  along  the  Bounds 
thereof  to  a  Tract  of  Land  granted  to  Johannes  Lawyer  & 
Philip  Bergh  and  then  round  and  along  the  Bounds  of  the 
Same  to  the  first  mentioned  Tract  of  Land  surveyed  for  Lam- 
burtis  Stenbergh  &  thence  to  the  Place  where  this  Tract  first 
began  Containing  about  thirteen  Thousand  Acres  of  Land, 
Together  with  all  and  every  of  the  Hereditaments  and  Appur¬ 
tenances  to  the  same  belonging  or  in  any  ways  Appertaining 
and  all  the  Estate  Right  Title  Interest  Property  Possession  Claim 
and  demand  whatsoever  of  us  and  Each  of  us  either  in  Law 
or  Equity  of  in  or  to  the  above  mentioned  Tract  or  Parcel  of 
Land  or  of  any  Part  thereof,  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Tract 
of  Land  &  all  &  singular  the  Premises  aforesaid  with  their  and 
every  of  their  Hereditaments  and  Appurtenances  in  and  by 
these  Presents  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  granted  and  Released 
as  aforesaid  unto  our  said  most  Gracious  Sovereign  King  George 
the  Second  his  Heirs  and  Successors  &c  for  his  and  their  proper 
Use  Benefit  &  Behoof  forever.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  set 
our  Marks  &  Seals  this  Sixth  Day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  God  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  four  &  of  his 
Majesty’s  Reign  the  twenty  Seventh.  Seth  his  Mark, 

L.  S.  Joseph  his  Mark  L.  S.  Anthony  his  >4^ 

Mark  L.  S.  Lawrence  his  Y*  Mark  L.  S.  Catharine  her  Y 
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Mark  L.  S.  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  Presence  of  Johannes 
Lawyer,  Johannes  Lawyer,  Jun1.  — 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  Tract  of  Land  mentioned  in  the 
within  written  Deed  was  surveyed  and  the  Boundaries  thereof 
marked  according  to  the  Survey  in  the  Presence  of  the  within 
named  Seth  and  two  Young  Indians  and  that  the  Boundaries 
were  incerted  in  the  Deed  before  the  Executing  thereof  and  are 
Comformable  to  sd.  Survey,  and  that  the  Consideration  Money 
was  Actually  paid  to  the  Indians  in  my  presence,  and  that  they 
the  within  named  Indians  sealed  and  delivered  this  Deed  in  my 
Presence,  given  under  my  Hand  this  Sixth  Day  of  June  1  754 
Cadr.  Colden  Junr.  Depty.  Surr.  — 

I  Jn°.  Bab  Tist  Van  Eps  Esqr.  One  of  his  Majesty’s  Justices 
of  the  P eace  for  the  County  of  Albany  Do  hereby  Certify  that 
the  Bounds  of  the  Tract  of  Land  mentioned  in  jhe  within 
written  Deed  was  incerted  therein  and  the  Consideration  Money 
actually  paid  to  the  Indians  in  my  Presence  before  the  Executing 
of  the  said  Deed  and  that  Anna  Maria  Rightmeir  was  first 
sworn  to  interpret  truely  between  the  Indians  &  the  Purchasers 
and  that  they  the  within  named  Indians  sealed  &  delivered  this 
within  Deed  in  my  Presence  given  under  my  hand  this  Sixth 
Day  of  June  1754.  Jn°.  B:V:  Eps  Justice  — 

New  York  28  February  1765 

The  preceeding  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Original  Indian  Deed. 
Examined  by  me 

Gw.  Banyar  D  Secry 

In  pursuance  of  an  order,  of  his  Honour  the  Lieut.  Governour 
&  Council  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  made  the  27th.  of 
February  1  765,  —  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Starnberger,  George 
Zimmer,  Hendrick  Weaver,  Jacob  Zimmer.  John  Jost  Bucher, 
William  Zimmer  John  Schever  and  Petrus  Zimmer,  for  a  grant 
to  each  of  them  of  One  thousand  Acres,  of  the  Lands  Comprised 
in  the  Indian  Deed,  of  which  the  preceeding  is  the  Copy,  trans¬ 
mitted  to  me,  in  obedience  to  the  said  order,  I  do  hereby  Certify 
that  the  Lands  included  within  the  said  Indian  purchase  were 


948 


Sir  William  Johnson  Papers 


Bona  fide  purchased  of  the  Native  Indn.  proprietors  thereof, 
who  Now  lay  no  Claim  to  the  same.  Witness  my  hand  at  Johnson 
hall  the  twentieth  day  of  Septembr.  1  765 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

[  ] June  1754 


Copy  Indian  Deed  to  George 
Zimmer,  Jacob  Starnberger 
Hendrick  Weaver  and  Jacob 
Zimmer,  for  13000  Acres  of 
Land  in  the  County  of  Albany 
and  Certificate  of  Sir  William 
Johnson  that  the  Lands  were 
Purchased  Bona  Fide  and  that 
the  Indians  lay  no  Claim  to  the 
Lands  — 

30  June  1  776.  Read  in  Council 
and  the  Grant  to  pass. 

FROM  JOHN  TABOR  KEMPE 

A.  Df.  S.1 

New  York  23 A.  SepT.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

On  Friday  last  I  received  your  Favor  of  the  7th.  Instant,2 3  and 
on  perusing  my  letter  to  you  of  the  1 2th.  Ult°.  s  [/  think  a  1  think 
I  have  answered ]4  I  find  I  have  already  given  you  my  Opinion 
[fully]  as  fully  as  I  am  able,  with  Respect  to  the  [CoDr] 
Validity  of  a  Patent  not  founded  on  an  Indian  Deed,  and  if 
founded  on  [a  pretend]  a  purchase  made  from  the  Natives, 

1  In  New  York  Historical  Society,  Kempe  Collection.  Original  in 
Johnson  Manuscripts  destroyed  by  fire.  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  285. 

2  Ante  pp.  923-27. 

3  Ante  pp.  886-90. 

4  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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where  void  or  voidable,  for  fraud  false  Suggestions  &c,  [having 
to  the  best  of  my],  and  should  I  undertake  now  to  answer  par¬ 
ticularly  your  Observations  thereon,  I  should  in  Effect  but  inforce 
what  I  said  in  that  Letter,  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  such 
of  your  Queries,  as  are  new. 

And  first  with  Respect  to  several  Grants  made  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  here  of  Part  of  What  is  claimed  by  the  Patentees  of  Kaya- 
derosseras,  which  you  state  as  [a]  proofs  [that  the]  given  by  the 
Government  of  the  [ir  Sense]  Wakness  of  the  Kayaderosseras 
Claim.  And  ask,  “How  can  such  Acts  be  justified  unless  by  sup¬ 
posing  that  Kayaderosseras  was  altogether  a  bad  Title,  or  that  its 
Contents  were  much  smaller  than  the  present  Claim.”  or  the  suc- 
c  ding  officers  of  Governm*.  corrupt  &c. 

[  This]  I  should  not  have  attempted  to  [answer]  say  any  Thing 
on  this  P oint  had  it  not  been  stated  as  a  Quere  and  L-would  not 
have  it  understood  that  what  I  shall  say  arises  from  any  Satisfaction 
in  my  Mind  of  the  Validity  of  the  Kayaderosseras  Claim,  but 
[now  with  this]  this  Caution  being  given  I  observe  it  to  be  very 
possible  for  the  Government  in  later  Grants  to  encroach  on  other 
ones,  or  in  other  Words  to  include  in  later  Grants  lands  actually 
granted  before,  especially  [if]  after  a  Change  in  the  Officers  of 
Government,  who  may  not  know  or  remember  precisely  the  Bounds 
of  every  Grant  that  has  passed,  [and  rvith  Respect  to  K-ayader] 
but  this  second  Grant  would  be  [no]  little  Proof  that  the  Gov- 
ernmt.  thought  the  Claim  under  the  first  Grant  was  triffling  unless 
it  appeared  also  that  they  [had  the  first  Grant  in  their  Thoughts] 
granted  the  second  Grant  knowing  it  was  within  the  Claim  [and] 
under  the  first,  and  even  if  that  appeared  it  would  be  of  little  Con¬ 
sideration  to  set  aside  the  first  Grant,  because  other  Judges  must 
determine  that  upon  the  Principles  of  Law,  and  [such]  Proof  of 
Facts  [as  could] 

With  Respect  to  the  Quere  —  “What  Indian  Deed  is  the 
foundation  of  this  Patent,  and  is  not  that  which  is  upon  Record, 
the  only  Deed  on  which  it  is  or  can  be  founded?” 

To  this  I  answer,  [as]  agreable  to  what  I  wrote  you  on  the 
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12*.  Aug*,  that  it  is  [more]  would  be  more  natural  to  imagine 
the  Deed  on  Record,  to  be  that  on  which  the  patent  was  founded 
if  it  agreed  with  the  Grant,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  do  so  I 
should  think  therefore  if  the  Patentees  can  [ fairly ]  prove  the 
other  Deed  which  agrees  with  the  patent  to  be  authentick,  that 
the  Patent  was  founded  on  that  Deed  —  but  as  I  wrote  you 
before  there  is  a  perplexity  attending  these  several  Deeds  that  I 
cannot  clear  up,  indeed  they  are  Matters  of  Fact  not  of  Law 
&  whether  they  existed  both  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  or  no,  or 
are  authentick  is  out  of  my  power  to  determine.  If  the  Purport 
of  your  Quere  is  whether  an  Indian  Deed  must  be  recorded  to 
render  a  Grant  founded  on  that  Purchase  valid.  I  answer  —  I 
think  there  is  not  an  absolute  Necessity  to  record  it.  [further 
Purchase ] 

The  case  between  Maybee  and  the  Indians  is  of  so  difficult  a 
Nature,  that  I  scarce  know  how  to  give  any  answer  on  the 
Subject.  Was  I  to  consider  the  Indians  as  Subjects  [to  whom 
even  the  Laws  of  us]  &  that  our  Laws  extended  to  them,  I 
should  say  if  Maybe  has  got  a  Lease  from  them  they  [ought  <o] 
must  stand  to  their  Bargain  if  it  was  bona  fide  obtained  —  If  it 
was  not,  if  Fraud  could  be  proved  in  the  obtaining  it,  it  would 
be  set  aside  on  [a  presenting  of]  his  being  convicted  of  the 
Fraud.  If  the  Deed  was  not  executed  by  those  that  had  a  Right 
to  do  it,  and  he  entered  by  Virtue  of  it  on  the  Indian  [s] 
Possessions,  it  was  a  forcible  Entry  &  he  might  within  three 
years  afterwards  have  been  put  out  by  the  Justices  on  a  Com¬ 
plaint  made  to  them  but  if  he  came  in  peacably,  and  was  suffered 
to  live  there  three  years  unmolested,  nothing  would  do  but  an 
Ejectm*.  except  [he]  being  originally  their  Tenant  he  held  over 
his  Term,  [when]  in  which  case  he  had  been  in  peacable 
Possession  ever  so  long  he  might  be  put  out  of  Possession  as  in 
a  Forcible  Entry  by  Complaining  to  the  Magistrates.  But  if 
as  you  aver  our  Laws  have  never  extended  to  the  Indians  and 
that  without  the  Extension  of  [our]  such  Laws  Dominion  cannot 
be  said  to  be  exercised,  then  the  Indians  are  to  be  considered  as 
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States  [by  themselves,  unconnected  &  independent  of  us]  in 
Alliance,  and  not  as  Subjects,  and  the  Rules  that  determine  be¬ 
tween  Subjects  in  the  Kings  Dominions  are  not  applicable  to  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  [the]  a  Subject  and  an  Ally,  [in]  respecting 
Property  in  the  Territory  of  the  Ally,  because  that  Territory  is  by 
the  Supposition  out  of  the  Dominion  of  the  King  and  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  laws, —  [Relief  upon  that  in  such  Case  is  not  to  be  had 
by  the  usual  Proceedings  of  the  Law,  but  must  be  by  the  Power 
Authority  of  the  Government,]  Nevertheless  a  Subject  is  obliged 
so  to  demean  himself  towards  another  State  as  not  to  injure  [the] 
his  Country,  by  his  Misbehaviour.  If  this  Land  possessed  by 
Maybe  was  considered  as  the  King’s  (which  I  think  the  Policy 
of  our  Constitution  warrants)  —  held  by  him  for  the  Use  of 
the  Natives  til  they  should  part  with  their  Right,  I  think  an 
Information  for  Intrusion  on  the  Crown  Lands  would  lie  ag*. 
him,  and  on  Conviction  he  might  be  turned  out,  But  if  your  Sup¬ 
position  be  right  that  the  Crown  has  no  Property  in  the  Lands  of 
the  Natives,  but  that  the  Right  of  the  Soil  is  in  them,  I  do  not 
see  how  Maybe  is  to  be  moved  off  [but]  by  the  Common  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  [Justice]  our  Laws.  It  then  seems  to  be  entirely  a 
Governmental  Matter,  and  I  must  on  that  Supposition  Leave  the 
[Mode  to  be  followed]  Steps  to  be  taken,  to  the  Superior  Wis¬ 
dom  of  the  Gov.  &  Council,  [when  they  have  fully  considered 
the  King's  Instructions]  who  doubtless  will  do  herein  every  Thing 
in  their  Power  agreable  to  the  Kings  Proclamation 

I  am 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Ser'. 

J.  T.  Kempe 

INDORSED: 

23d.  Sepr.  1 765 


Letter  to  Sir  William  Johnson 
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FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN 

A.  L.  S. 


Fort  George  New  York  Septr.  29lh.  1765 


[  ] 

I  have  your  kind  letter  of  the  13th.  [You]  have  greatly 
obliged  me  by  your  Opinion  [on]  the  state  of  our  public  affairs. 

[The  fort]  is  now  as  well  provided  with  men  &  every 
[  ]  &  offence  that  I  believe  all,  thoughts  of 

[  ]  are  laid  aside,  tho’  a  few 

[  ]  that  they  would  gladly  do  some 

[  ]  particular  persons  &  use  their  endeavours 

[  ] 


[  ]cy  has  desired  me  to  secure  the 

[  ]  Province  in  this  Fort  &  I  have  the 


[  ]  Connecticut. 

[The  sta]mps  are  arived  at  Boston  &  when  the 
[  ]  the  ship  which  brought  them  w  [ 

[  ]  of  the  Castle  &  protected  by  tro  [ 

[  ]  from  Sir  Hary  Moore  now  [ 

[  ]  dated  2d  of  July  in  which  he  tells  [ 

that  he  will  come  over  as  soon  [ 
family  &  there  is  a  letter  in  Town  [ 
a  ship  he  has  hired  which  sailed  [ 

the  1 5th  of  August  It  is  probable  [  ] 

Stamps  with  him  &  then  I  shall  [ 
wish  you  may  be  here  when  [ 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

1  j 

cant  tho’  some  of  them  look  very  gra[nd 
a  very  polite  valedictory  letter  from  Go[ 
dated  the  12th  of  July 

We  every  day  expect  the  pacquet  ma[y  ] 

was  stopt  after  she  had  got  out  of  the  [  1 

probable  we  may  have  Instructions  [ 

Some  of  the  Committees  from  the  other  [colonies 
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&  others  expected  this  week  What  they  [  ] 

cannot  guess.  There  is  a  new  [ 

published  last  night  called  the  Constitutiona  [1  Courant1 

perhaps  it  may  take  its  rise  from  them  [ 

denyes  the  Authority  of  the  Parliament  [ 

&  exhorts  all  to  disobedience  This  I  [have 
not  seen  it  I  have  just  now  seen  [ 
who  is  very  well 

I  have  seen  the  paper  before  mention  [ed 
[  ]  able  part  is  an  exhortation  to  assertive  [ 

[  o]  pposers  It  has  no  printers  name  [ 

[  ]  affection  &  Esteem 

Sir 

[Capt.]  Johnsons2  patent  will  Your  most  [ 

[  ]  pass  the  Seal  [  ^ 

[Cadwallader  Colden] 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.3 

New  York  Oct'.  6lh.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  Your  Letter  of  1st.  of  Octr.  by  Mr.  John¬ 
son,4  and  wish  we  could  have  had  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  here 
with  him.  The  £500  Currency  which  you  desire  may  be  paid 
him  on  your  Account,  shall  be  given  to  him,  and  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  render  him  any  service  in  my  Power,  in  his  intended 
Voyage  to  England.  Lord  Adam  Gordon  proposes  to  sail  in 
the  Packet,  which  is  to  take  it’s  Departure  about  this  Day 


1  See  Johnson  to  Colden,  Oct.  11,1  765,  Johnson  Papers,  4:857,  and 
note. 

2  Guy  Johnson. 

3  In  New  York  State  Historical  Association,  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 

4  John  Johnson,  son  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Papers, 
4:854. 
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Sen’night.  And  I  very  much  approve  of  your  Resolution  in 
sending  Mr.  Johnson  to  travel  for  a  few  years.  I  have  nothing 
to  communicate  to  you  by  this  Opportunity,  have  received  no 
news  of  Cap*.  Stirling'  since  He  left  Fort  Pitt,  but  a  Report  of 
his  being  seen  about  / 00  Miles  down  the  Ohio.  I  hope  Mr. 
Croghan  sent  away  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Ilinois  from  the 
Detroit  as  soon  as  he  proposed  to  do  so. 

I  Am  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  obedient 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1.  humble  Servant 

Thos.  Gage 


INDORSED:2 

New  York  Octbr.  6th.  1765 


Genr1.  Gages  Letter 


FROM  THOMAS  BARTON 

A,  L.  S.3 

Netv  York  October  7fC  1765 
Sir, 

I  have  given  Directions  to  the  best  Workman  in  this  Place 
to  make  a  Conductor  &  some  other  Things  for  your  Electrical 
Aparatus  —  Cap*.  Prevost  has  undertaken  to  see  them  pack’d, 
and  will  carefully  forward  them  in  a  few  Days  —  As  soon  as 
I  return  to  Lancaster,  I  shall  do  myself  the  Pleasure  to  send  you 
the  proper  Leyden  Bottles,  &  the  other  Articles  which  I  men- 
tiond  to  you  —  I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe, 
that  I  shall  at  all  Times  receive  a  singular  Satisfaction  in  having 

1  Captain  Thomas  Stirling. 

2  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

3  In  Boston  Public  Library.  See  reply  to  this  letter:  Johnson  to  Rev. 
Thomas  Barton,  Nov.  7,  1765,  in  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4:360-61. 
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it  in  my  Power  to  serve  you  —  If  I  can  contribute  to  your  Amuse¬ 
ment,  or  do  any  Office  that  might  be  agreeable  to  you,  you  will 
make  me  happy  whenever  you  honour  me  with  your  Com¬ 
mands  I  tender  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  your  generous 
and  friendly  Treatment  of  me  at  Johnson  Hall  —  The  Revd. 
Mr.  Auchmuty1  Rector  of  the  Churches  of  N.York  desires  to 
offer  you  his  best  Regards;  &  begs  your  Permission  to  propose 
you  to  the  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  m  Foreign 
Parts,  as  a  Member  of  that  Venerable  Body  —  This  Request 
I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  refuse,  when  you  consider  of  what 
Advantage  it  might  be  in  planting  proper  Missions  in  the  Indian 
Country,  which  is  an  Object  I  am  sure  you  have  at  Heart  — 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  oblig’d  and  most  obedient 

humble  Servant  . _ 

I  t  io  Barton 

The  Honble.  Sir  William  Johnson  Bar'. 

INDORSED:2 

New  York  Octr.  7th.  1765 


The  Revrd.  Mr.  Bartons 
Letter  — 

FROM  ADAM  GORDON 
Extract 3 

New  York ,  Oct.  10,  1765 

*  *  *  *  I  enclose  you  a  Note  I  lately  received  from 

1  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

2  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

3  Copy  in  Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Original  letter  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  rest  of  this  letter,  according  to  Johnson  Calendar,  p. 
288,  dealt  with  Adam  Gordon’s  “desire  to  be  of  service  to  Johnson’s  son 
and  to  Johnson,  also  distrust  of  the  new  ministry  and  admiration  of  the 
Mohawks’  memorial  to  the  King  and  of  Johnson’s  Indian  policy,.  .  .and 
speaking  of  the  universal  taste  for  gardening  in  Britain.” 
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Lieut.  Tucker1  at  the  Block  House,  east  end  of  Oneida  Lake;  1 
saw  him,  as  we  passed,  and  He  was  mighty  civil  —  But  I  am  not 
enough  acquainted  with  Him,  to  recommend  Him  —  in  any  mat¬ 
ters  of  Business  or  T rust  —  I  wrote  him  I  would  send  Y ou  his 
request  —  but  said  no  more  being  conscious  you  must  have  many 
more  requisitions  than  you  can  possibly  comply  with :  —  as  to  the 
rest  if  anything  should  cast  up  —  Captain  Claus  can  tell  you  all 
particulars.  *  *  *  * 

FROM  HENRY  VAN  DRIESSEN 
Contemporary  Copy2 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Vandriessen  in  answer  to  a 
Letter  from  Sir  Wm.  to  him  relative  to  the  lands  claimed  by  the 
Conojohares  dated 

Schenectady  Odor.  18th.  1765. 

Hon  Sir  — 

I  received  yours  of  the  1 2th.  Ins'.3  wch.  I  wou’d  have  answered 
before  now  but  as  I  was  at  New  York  when  it  came  to  hand,  and 
returned  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  hope  I  am  excusable  on  that 
head.  I  must  acknowledge  your  kindness  in  acquainting  me  of 
the  uneasiness  my  Advertisement  for  the  sale  of  my  lands  causes 
among  the  Conojohare  Indians,  and  the  Consequences  that  may 
attend  it,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  and  wou’d  as  much  as  lyes  in  my 
power  prevent  the  Consequences;  and  for  that  reason  will  give 
your  Honor  &  them  all  the  reasonable  Satisfaction  I  can,  or 
may  be  expected,  and  in  order  to  bring  things  to  a  proper  light, 
and  render  them  as  clear  as  possible,  inclosed  I  send  you  a 
Copy  of  the  last  Deed,  or  Receipt  in  full  of  all  their  Pretence, 
and  Demand  whatsoever  I  had  from  the  Inds.  for  said  Patent, 
which  I  have  taken  from  the  Original  (now  recorded)  which  I 

1  See  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  284;  this  letter  was  destroyed  by  fire.  See 
also  Dan.  Tucker  to  Johnson,  Dec.  1,  1765,  post  p.  978. 

2  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 

3  Not  found. 
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hope  may  allay  future  troubles.  I  can  also  produce  three,  or 
four  antienter  Indian  Deeds  than  the  enclosed  which  have  been 
attended  wth.  great  Cost  &  Charges,  so  that  they  have  no  reason 
to  be  disatisfied,  nor  to  say  they  are  unjustly  dealt  by  as  you 
were  pleased  to  mention  in  your  Favor  dated  the  16th.  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1  760  an  answer  to  which  I  have  returned  dated  the  3 1 st.  of 
the  same  month1  wch.  I  hope  you  have  recd.  —  Give  me  leave  to 
observe  to  you  that  I  am  indispensably  obliged  to  dispose  of  the 
lands  by  virtue  of  my  brother  s  Will,  and  my  Executorship  for  the 
benefit  &  Interest  of  my  brothers  Orphans,  who  in  Duty  bound, 
I  must  assist,  and  hope  for  yours,  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
always  acknowledge  with  due  respect.  —  Now  Sr.  as  I  have 
given  you  that  Insight,  and  likewise  shewn  you  our  Property  in 
the  lands,  and  my  motive  for  selling  them,  I  hope  they  may  prove 
satisfactory  not  only  to  yourself  but  also  to  the  Indians,  who  I 
am  sure  have  no  just  Cause  of  Complaint,  —  and  if  they  still 
prove  refractory,  I  can  comfort  my  self  that  I  am  not  the 
Cause  of  it;  as  you  know  the  Disposition  of  the  Indians  so  well, 
that  were  they  for  every  little  Whim  they  take  in  their  heads 
to  be  paid,  it  wou’d  be  Purchase  wth.  out  End.  I  conclude  with 
Regard,  and  remain  —  Sr. 

Your  most  hble  Serv1.  &c  — 

Henry  Van  Driesen  — 

TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.2 

Johnson  Hall  Oclbr.  27th.,  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

A  Severe  return  of  my  old  disorder  which  lasted  for  five  or 
Six  days  prevented  my  Answering  Your  favour  of  the  6th.  Ins'.3 — 

1  These  letters  have  not  been  found. 

2  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  dated  Oct.  26,  1765  was 
printed  in  mutilated  form  in  Johnson  Papers,  4:859-60. 

3  Ante  pp.  953-54. 
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The  Evening  before  last  Mr.  Croghan  With  Doctor  Antony1 2 
&  Monsr.  Maisonville'  arrived  here  from  Detroit,  the  former 
will  deliver  you  this  letter,  &  Maisonville  is  desireous  of  paying 
his  respects  to  You.  —  Mr.  Croghan  has  brought  me  amongst 
Others  a  letter  from  Lb  Co1!.  Campbell3,  expressing  his  great 
Satisfaction  at  the  agreable  prospect  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the 
Westward,  a  Copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  —  Since  Mr. 
Croghans  arrival  I  have  not  had  leisure  to  look  over  his  Several 
Transactions  but  the  Sum  of  them  has  a  verry  pleasing  Appear¬ 
ance,  &  the  Satisfaction  at  this  period  expressed  by  the  Indians 
from  Mr.  Croghans  measures  &  assurances  to  them,  Seems  a 
presage  of  our  future  tranquility,  if  we  take  pains  to  preserve  it. 
The  late  Transactions  in  the  Illinois  Country  have  given  a  new 
Turn  to  the  Minds  of  the  Indians,  it  is  now  our  business  to 
keep  them  in  their  present  temper,  &  have  their  Affairs  properly 
attended  to,  otherwise  everry  thing  will  fall  to  the  ground.  —  As 
the  Proceedings  are  verry  long  it  is  not  in  my  power  as  yet  to 
transmit  them  to  You,  but  I  refer  You  to  Mr.  Croghan  Who 
will  give  You  a  particular  State  of  them,  from  which  You 
will  the  better  Judge  of  the  importance  of  ye.  Acquisition. 

Lb  Co11.  Campbell  has  Sent  me  the  Acclb  of  Expences  at  his 
Post,  which  I  herewith  enclose  You,  recommending  them  to  be 
paid,  as  they  are  no  more  than  the  Service  absolutely  required. 
I  likewise  enclose  You  those  Sent  me  by  Captn.  Howard,4 5 * *  which 
I  realy  think  as  low  as  could  possibly  be  Expected.  —  Also  an 
Acc'b  of  L1.  Brehms,  ’  &  another  of  Lb  Winnes'1  of  the  461'1.  — 

1  Employed  at  Detroit;  also  written  Dr.  Antoine. 

2  Alexander  Maisonville  accompanied  Lieutenant  Alexander  Fraser  to 
Fort  Chartres  from  Fort  Pitt  on  March  23,  1765. 

'  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

4  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac. 

5  Lieutenant  Dietrich  Brehm.  See  Lieutenant  Brehm’s  account  against 

Sir  William  Johnson,  dated  Sept.  I,  1765,  ante  pp.  922-23, 

8  Lieutenant  John  Wynne  of  the  46th  regiment. 
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Mr.  Croghans  Acc,,s.  are  I  think  properly  Vouched  in  everry 
Article  where  Vouchers  could  possibly  be  procured.  I  must 
therefore  recommend  them  to  You,  their  Amount  is  not  more 
than  might  be  expected  from  the  importance  of  the  Service  he 
went  upon,  &  the  losses  &  Accidents  Attending  the  Goods 
&ca.  .  — 

Mr.  Maisonville  waits  upon  You  with  some  Acctts.,  partly 
incurred  by  Co11.  Bradstreets  Orders,  &  partly  on  other  Dutys 
with  L*.  Fraser.  I  submit  them  to  yr.  consideration. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessarry  that  Orders  are  given  by  You 
to  M  .  Croghan,  or  his  Assistant  to  Condole  with  the  Shawanese 
Nation  the  Murder  of  their  People,  &  give  them  a  present  on  that 
occasion.  — 

I  must  beg  the  favour  You  will  order  me  payment  for  the 
amount  of  the  enclosed  Acclt.  of  my  Own,  &  the  Several  Officers 
pay  in  the  Department,  due  the  24th.  of  last  Month.  —  and  that 
You  will  please  to  pay  unto  William  Darlington  on  my  Acc»  the 
Ballance  yet  due  of  the  last  Accu.  being  £3606.  .10.  .7% 
Currency,  &  his  Receipt  shall  be  a  Voucher,  or  mine  if  neces¬ 
sary.  — 

I  am  with  all  sincerity,  &  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient 

Genrl.  Gage  &  most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 
27th.  October  1  765 
Inclosing  Letters  &  Acc'.  from 
Detroit  &  Missilimakinak  — 
received  Novr.  5  th.  — 

Answd.  — 
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TO  JOHN  WATTS 

Df} 

[Johnson  Hall,  October  30,  1765] 

i  ] 

]  h  he  has  men  [  ] 

]  highest  respect  for  you  [  ] 

]  In  your  Justness  of  thin[  ] 

]  England  which  I  did  not  intend  sh[ould  ] 

]  ts  Least  it  might  Wean  him  from  [ 

]  property  &  Interest  will  Chiefly  [  ] 

]  made  use  of  will  [ doubtless ]2  gre[atly  ] 

]  tate  his  improvement,  and  I  am  so  fully  convinced  [ 

]  am  of  your  friendship  and  kind  intentions  on  that  head  [  ] 

[  ]  no  doubt  of  his  reaping  many  advantages  from  the  [ 

Mr  Croghan  who  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago,  w  [ 

]  them  will  deliver  you  this  he  can  inform  you  of  [ 

]  tward,  he  has  succeeded  to  the  utmost  [  ] 

] ,  and  Left  the  Inds.  in  such  a  Calm  State  as  [  ] 

]  public  Tranquillity,  if  we  take  proper  notic[e 
]  affairs  &  do  not  relapse  into  a  State  of  [  ] 

]  agreements  or  Treatys  will  ever  be  regarded  [ 

]  they  appear  interesting,  and  that  we  Con  [ 

]  with  Integrity,  &  an  active  &  prudent  Management  ] 

[  ]  [no  farther  than ]  by  Mr  Croghan  from  Detroit  [with  Mr. 

Crogh]  on  business  [ 

]  being  accompanied  by  sev1.  [other]  Chiefs  [next]  of  ye. 
Wester  [n  ] 

]  that  knows  the  interests  of  all  N  [  ] 

]  Motions  by  his  Extraordinary  [  ] 


1  In  hand  of  Guy  Johnson. 

2  Words  italicized  and  in  brackets  are  crossed  out  in  manuscript. 
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[  ]  the  Speeches  from  the  M  [ 

[  ]tion  you  have  [ 

[  ]  the  Mohocks  [ 

Accomodation  [ 
of  the  Tract  to  the  [ 
the  Affair,  &  recommend  [ 

INDORSED: 

Letters 

To  &  from  Mr.  Watts 

TO  ELEAZAR  WHEELOCK 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson-hall  OctT.  30th.  1765. 

Sir  — 

Notwithstanding  my  present  hurry  occasioned  by  the  arrival 
of  my  Depy.  Coll.  Croghan,  who  is  returned  after  Effecting  the 
possession  of  the  important  Country  at  the  Ilinois.  I  would  not 
Let  the  Bearer  go  without  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
Last. 

I  have  answered  the  Narragansets  as  well  as  my  time  would 
permit  by  the  Bearer,  &  really  think  their  case  very  hard,  tho’  it 
is  too  common  to  be  Extraordinary.  — 

Please  to  present  my  best  Respects  to  the  Board  of  Corres¬ 
pondents  in  Connecticut,  to  thank  them  for  the  polite  and  friendly 
manner  in  which  they  were  pleased  to  Express  themselves  respect¬ 
ing  me,  and  to  assure  them  that  I  have  a  particular  Satisfaction 
in  promoting  their  pious  endeavours  and  shall  take  all  opportunitys 
of  doing  so,  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

One  of  Your  Late  Scholars,  a  Mohock  Lad,  will  return  to 

1  Manuscript  offered  for  sale  by  Forest  H.  Sweet,  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
March  1950. 


] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 
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you  in  a  few  days  with  a  young  Lad  from  the  Lower  Village 
of  the  Mohocks,  who  is  desirous  of  improvement.  — 


I  have  only  time  to  assure  you  that  I  am 


The  Revd. 

MR.  Wheelock 


Your  hearty  Well  Wisher  and 
most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED: 

From  Gen1.  Johnson 

Oof.  —  30.  1 765 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Oct.  26-31 ,  1765] 

Octobr.  26th.  —  On  this  day  Mr.  Croghan  Depy.  Agent  to 
Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  with  Mr.  Masonville'-  arrived  at  Johnson  Hall 
from  Detroit,  at  which  place,  and  Wawiaghtanon,5  the  former 
treated  with  all  the  Western  Confederacy,  and  settled  a  Peace 
with  them,  as  appears  by  his  Proceedings.4  —  delivered  Sr.  Wm. 
a  letter  from  a  French  Trader  at  S'.  Vincents5  containing  a 
good  Deal  of  Intelligence  and  French  Politicks,  corroborating 
the  accounts  daily  brought  him  by  the  Indians.  — 

31st.  —  A  Seneca  Indian  named  Gatskeisah  arrived  here,  and 
among  other  things  gave  Sir  Wm.  the  following  Intelligence  — 
viz'.  —  “that  Jigunswees  brother  named  La  Force  had  been 

1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Vol.  7.  1  he  first  portion  of 
this  Journal  in  Johnson’s  hand  is  also  contained  in  Vol.  9  of  the  Indian 
Records. 

2  Alexander  Maisonville,  Indian  agent  at  the  Wabash. 

3  Wawiaghtonon,  Ouiattanon,  near  the  site  of  Lafayette,  Indiana. 

4  Proceedings  printed  in  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:779-88. 

6  In  1735  the  post  of  Vincennes  was  erected,  and  in  later  times  was 
called  Post  Vincent.  A  copy  of  this  letter  which  Croghan  had  inter¬ 
cepted  was  sent  by  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  See  Doc.  Rel.  to  Col. 


Hist.  N.  Y.,  7:779. 
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at  the  three  Rivers  near  Oswego  last  summer  purchasing  Ginseng 
from  the  Six  Nations,  during  which  time  he  had  a  Meeting  with 
the  Indians,  at  which  he  told  them  that  the  King  of  France  was 
determined  to  send  a  body  of  1  roops  shortly  to  land  in  this 
Country,  in  order  (with  the  assistance  of  his  good  Children  the 
Indians)  to  attempt  the  regaining  of  their  Country,  —  that  he 
was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  good  accounts  he  had  heard  of 
their  steadiness  to  his  interest  by  attacking  the  English,  and 
Destroying  so  many  of  them,  and  their  Forts,  —  that  he  strongly 
recommended  it  to  them  to  continue  that  Disposition  until  their 
F ather  s  Arrival,  when  he,  and  they  would  be  able  to  beat  the 
English,  and  save  them  (the  Indians,  and  their  Country)  from 
the  impending  Ruin,  wch.  now  threatened  them,  —  that  on  the 
other  hand,  should  they  slacken  their  Regard  for  their  Father, 
or  their  Zeal  for  the  Common  Cause,  and  not  exert  themselves 
firmly  therein,  it  would  be  worse  than  ever,  as  the  English  wou’d 
in  that  Case  destroy  them  both,  that  being  their  full  Intention 
to  do  one  day  or  another  nothwithstanding  all  that  Warraghi- 
yagey  (al  Sr.  Wm.  Johnson)  tells  them  to  the  Contrary. — he 
added  that  Shabear  Jean  Cour1  their  bosom  friend  was  arrived 
from  France,  and  assured  them  that  the  great  King  was 
building  many  large  Ships  for  that  Purpose,  and  would  soon 
make  tryal,  —  that  they  wou’d  soon  come  among  them  again 
with  a  great  quantity  of  Goods,  all  of  French  manufacture,  to 
shew  them  that  the  French  could  Supply  them  as  usual,  —  that 
this  Piece  of  news  was  sent  by  him  to  the  Senecas  by  one  of 
that  Nation  with  Blankets  &c  in  lieu  of  Belts  to  Confirm  his 
Words.  — 

Sir  Wm.  thanked  him  for  the  Information,  said  a  good  deal  to 
convince  him  of  the  falsity,  and  absurdity  of  his  Intelligence,  and 
dismissed  him  with  a  Present. 


1  Daniel  Joncaire,  Sieur  de  Chabert. 
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GEORGE  CROGHAN  TO  JOHN  JOHNSON 

A.  L.  S.1 

New  York  Nohr.  9th.  1765 

Dear  Sir 

On  My  A  Rivel  att  Johnson  Hall  a  fwe  Days  Ago  I  was 
Agreeablely  Disapointed  of  the  plesher  of  Seeing  you  as  I 
have  for  Some  Time  past  wishd.  fer  your  Makeing  a  Tour  to 
England,  and  itt  Gave  Me  Great  Plesher  to  find  that  you  ware 
gon  with  Lord  Adam  Gorden  tho  I  have  Nott  the  Honour  of 
any  Aquaintance  with  his  Lordshipe  yett  I  am  Shure,  from 
his  Most  Aimable  Carrector  and  Great  Connections  you  will 
be  Interdused  to  Some  of  the  Best  Company  Company  in 
England,  and  I  Make  Nott  the  Last  Doubt  Butt  you  will  be 
Well  plased  with  the  Tour 

you  will  See  in  London  Some  of  the  Best  Company  in  the 
World  &  Likewise  Some  of  the  Worst,  with  the  advantidges 
you  go  there  and  your  own  Good  Sence  and  prudence  you  will 
Need  No  advise  from  Me  for  yr.  Conduct,  Indeed  from  the 
Greatt  Regard  I  have  for  Sir  William  and  family  and  My 
Anxious  Desier  for  your  Prosperity  I  Could  Wish  itt  was  in 
My  Power  to  Give  you  any,  that  you  Could  Benifitt  by,  I  Must 
Take  the  Liberty  to  Remind  you  that  from  the  Aimable 
Carrector  of  the  Late  Sir  Peter  Warran  &  your  father  and  the 
Emenient  Service  they  have  Rendred  to  thire  King  &  Cuntry 
you  will  have  the  Eeys  of  ye.  best  pople  in  England  fixed  on 
you,  therefore  there  will  be  More  Expected  from  you  then 
phaps  from  any  young  Gentleman  that  Ever  Left  Amarrica 
your  Easy  Temper  Good  Disposion  with  your  Natural  Modisty 
will  Predouice  Every  one  in  your  feaver  and  I  am  Convensed 
you  will  Merret  the  Esteem  of  Every  person  you  May  be 
Interdused  to,  you  will  No  Doubt  Meet  with  Many  AMarican 
Aquaintance  Butt  fwe  if  any  that  has  gon  to  England  with 
the  Same  advantidges  you  Do,  however  the  General  aquaintance 


1  In  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 
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you  have  had  hear  Must  oblidge  you  to  keep  Diferant  Com¬ 
pany  which  I  know  you  are  Nott  fond  of  &  there  is  No  part 
of  the  World  whare  you  Can  Shun  Such  Company  as  you  Do 
Nott  Chuse  or  you  think  Inconsistant  with  yr.  Carrector  Eseyer 
then  in  London  &  you  will  Soon  Discover  that  Many  young 
Men  from  AMerrica  who  go  there  in  order  to  See  the  World  Mis 
of  thire  Desierd.  aim  by  falling  in  with  bad  Company  which 
Cannot  hapen  with  you.  I  only  Menshun  this  to  Causion  you 
from  Mixing  with  any  Company  Butt  Such  as  will  be  Recom¬ 
mended  to  you  by  Lord  Gordon  and  those  whome  you  are 
L-onvensd.  has  you  Intrest  att  Hart  and  the  Carrector  of  yr. 
Famely 

you  will  See  Some  of  the  finest  Women  in  the  World  in 
London  &  you  will  be  held  up  there  for  one  of  the  Greatest 
fortuins  in  AMarnca  and  No  Doubt  Many  young  Ladys  will 
Spread  thire  Netts  to  Cacch  you  My  Dear  Sir  Bewair  of  thire 
Wilds  for  tho  they  Look  Like  angles  Blive  Me  your  London 
Bread  Ladys  make  the  Worst  Wifes  in  ye.  World  for  An 
AMarrican  Gentleman,  as  to  the  Gearls  of  the  Town  Lett 
them  apear  Ever  So  Fine  to  the  Eey  att  first  Sight  —  thire 
Imprudent  Conduct  will  Soon  Tier  you  and  Drow  your  Just 
obhorance  to  Such  Company  &  oblidge  you  with  Drow  you  Self 
Even  from  Such  of  yr.  Aquaintance  as  May  be  fond  of  Diverting 
themselves  A  heavy  hour  Now  &  then  with  them,  as  I  know 
you  have  a  Natural  Dislike  to  Such  prostitutes  I  Write  to  Mr. 
Mackdonald  a  Short  Discussion  of  My  Tour  to  ye.  Ilinioes  to 
wh.  I  Refer  you,  all  the  famaly  was  well  when  I  Left  ye. 
Mohock  River  you  will  Excuse  Me  for  ye.  freedom  I  have 
Taken  in  this  Leter  &  Blive  Me  Dr.  Sr.  with  Great  Regard  & 
Sencerity  yr. 

Most  Humble 
Servant 
G:  C: 


To  John  Johnson  Esqr. 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Novbr.  14th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  Yours  of  ye.  28th.  Ult°.,~  since 
which  the  news  recd.  from  New  York  &  the  Conduct  of  the 
People  there  has  been  such  that  I  have  some  doubt  whether  this 
letter  will  come  safe  to  Your  Hands,  as  possibly  curiosity  may 
induce  some  of  ye.  Tribunes  of  the  People  to  know  the  Sentiments 
of  all  Correspondents  with  Persons  in  Power.  However  I  am 
verry  easy  about  the  Matter,  tho  indeed  I  am  glad  I  was  not  a 
Spectator  of  their  late  Tumult,  as  I  could  not  well  answer  for  my 
Conduct  on  such  an  Occasion.  — 

(I  have  lately  received  Several  attested  Copys  of  Letters 
From  Traders  at  Michilimackinac  to  M1.  Walker1'  at  Montreal, 
&  forwarded  by  his  Wife  to  me,  containing  heavy  charges  against 
the  conduct  &  partiality  of  Captn.  Howard4  there,  &  insinuating 
pecuniary  Motives  for  it.  As  these  letters  Spring  from  their  not 
being  all  indulged  to  Winter  amongst  the  Indians  (altho  I  find 
some  of  them  are)  I  have  hitherto  kept  them  by  me,  tho  they 
were  recommended  to  my  perusal,  &  afterwards  to  be  transmitted 
to  You,  besides  I  am  inclined  to  suppose  that  Cap'.  Howard 
has  acted  with  prudence  and  as  a  Commanding  Officer  ought  to 
do,  in  which  case  complaints  of  that  nature  ought  not  to  be 
countenanced,  but  if  you  think  them  worth  notice,  or  that  an 
Enquiry  should  be  made  therin,  I  shall  enclose  them  in  my 
next.  — 

Some  of  the  Neighbouring  Nations  have  lately  received 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  extract  printed  in  Johnson  Papers, 

4:870-71. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:860-61. 

3  See  F.  Joliette  to  Thomas  Walker,  Aug.  14,  1765,  Johnson  Papers, 
4:822-23. 

4  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac. 
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threats  from  those  who  were  lately  our  Enemys,  intimateing  their 
intentions  to  be  revenged  on  the  Former  for  their  Attachment  to 
us  during  the  late  Troubles,  this  has  a  good  deal  alarmed  them 
but  I  imagine  it  will  not  come  to  any  thing,  there  is  nothing  else 
worthy  communicating  at  this  time.  — 

I  beg  You  will  accept  of  my  most  cordial  thanks  for  your 
polite  &  freindly  Offers  to  my  Son,1  if  he  is  introduced  to  the 
knowledge  or  acquaintance  of  any  of  your  Freinds,  or  Connec¬ 
tions  it  will  be  doing  him  an  honour,  &  me  a  sensible  pleasure,  at 
present  I  cannot  think  of  any  thing  farther  to  trespass  on  your 
Civility,  but  I  shall  always  esteem  myself  highly  oblidged  to 
your  freindship  &  politeness  on  this,  and  all  other  Occasions.  — 
and  am  with  all  due  Esteem  &  Cordiality 

Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  obedient  ■ — 

Genrl.  Gage  &  verry  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Barf. 

14*  Nov'.  1765. 
received  Novr.  23d. 
answd.  — 

FROM  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S.2 

Nexv  york  Nohr.  18.  1765 
Sir 

On  My  A  Rivel  hear  I  Wated  on  the  Gineral  who  Received 
Me  with  Greatt  Politeness  in  the  presents  of  a  Number  of 
offisers  and  payd.  Me  a  Complem*.  for  My  Services 

The  Next  Day  I  Dined.  with  him  and  after  had  a  Long 
Conversation  with  him  on  the  Subject  of  ye.  Robery  on  ye. 


1  John  Johnson. 

2  In  possession  of  Mrs.  John  W.  Whiteley,  1  iconderoga,  N.  Y. 
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fronteers  of  Pensylvaine  when  I  Insisted  on  his  Letting  Me 
know  who  ware  ye.  persons  that  Espersed  My  Carrector  to  wL 
he  was  Silent  butt  aShurd.  Me  itt  Did  Nott  Take  its  Rise  from 
him  that  I  Must  have  herd  ye.  Several  Charges  Made  Against 
Me  &  that  in  order  to  Satisfye  himself  of  ye.  Truth  of  them 
he  had  given  orders  to  CoL  Reed  to  Examine  into  them  & 
that  he  is  well  Convensed  that  I  had  been  Much  Wrongd.  in 
Every  thing  that  was  Layd.  to  My  Charge  wh.  he  Said  Gave 
him  Great  plesher,  that  those  Charges  were  Made  by  Nott 
one  butt  Many  of  the  first  pople  in  Philk  and  that  he  was 
Now  fully  Convenst  that  Every  thing  they  Wrote  him  Respecting 
that  Transaction  was  Lyes  to  Suport  thire  Demd.  party  Rags 
that  they  had  for  Some  Time  Imposd.  on  him  Butt  he  had 

Lett  ye.  G - r  and  Mr.  Allen  know  that  he  was  aquainted  with 

ye.  Imposision  they  had  putt  on  him  in  the  Strongest  Terms 
wh.  he  fancyd  wold  Nott  be  very  agreeable  to  them 

Ever  Sence  that  they  have  been  Examining  My  Acounts 
wh.  they  have  found  to  be  Just  from  thire  own  Inquiereys  Dureing 
my  absence  and  have  Setled  them  Butt  has  Stopt  a  Sume  in 
thire  own  hands  with  My  Consent  Till  itts  known  how  Much 
of  the  Goods  Lodgd.  with  Cap1.  Calender  is  yett  Safe. 

the  Gineral  Seems  to  be  very  well  plesd.  with  the  Maner 
Maters  is  Setled  with  ye.  "V^estren  Indians,  Butt  if  I  Can  Guess 
of  the  Sentiments  of  Most  pople  About  him  they  wold  Rather 
itt  had  been  Affected  by  Some  of  Mr.  Stuerts  pople  — 

the  Gineral  has  payd.  Mr.  Mesinville1  Actts.  and  has  only 
pay  him  200  Dollers  for  his  Truble  and  12  months  Time  wh. 
Dose  Nott  plase  him  itt  is  Certianly  To  Litle  for  his  Time  which 
I  blive  yr.  honour  will  think  he  will  Soon  Sett  of  from  this 
for  Detroit  he  has  Somthing  to  Say  with  Pondiac  and  will  be 
a  proper  person  to  Carry  any  Mesidges  you  plese  to  Send  to 
him  wL  you  May  Send  to  Me 

Mr.  Mckee  is  hear  from  Fort  Pitt  Says  Every  thing  is  Well 


1  Maisonville. 
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there  Except  that  the  Indians  Complain  of  getting  No  Pro¬ 
visions  there  &  that  ye.  Shannas  Dallaways  &  Six  Nations  Seem 
Very  unesey  to  hear  from  you  about  ye.  Murder  of  thire  pople  & 
Shoe  a  Greatt  Desier  to  Revenge  itt,  ye.  Gineral  Menshond. 
itt  to  Me  about  a  Condolance  butt  Said  he  Did  Mott  know 
whether  you  Ment  to  have  it  Don  Now  or  Next  Sumer  I  Tould 
him  I  blived.  the  Sooner  ye.  beter  butt  G.  Made  No  answer  So 
I  blive  he  has  Wrote  you  on  the  Subjcet 

I  find  by  the  pople  hear  that  Some  pople  in  England  thinks 
itt  will  be  for  the  Good  of  ye.  Service  to  withdraw  all  the  out 
posts,  this  Scheme  has  been  hinted  from  this  Citty  I  have  an 
Invetation  from  Governor  frankland1  to  Call  &  See  him  he 
Says  he  has  Leters  from  his  father  which  he  will  Shoe  Me  by 
wh.  I  may  know  the  Diferent  Sentiments  of  pople  in  England 
Respecting  your  honours  Department  and  Likewise  ye.  Senti¬ 
ments  of  pople  heer  on  which  I  will  Write  you  from  PhilK  — 

Cap1.  Macloud2 3  Takes  you  a  Large  packett  from  the  board 
of  Trade  wh.  Major  Small  brought  over  in  ye.  Last  packett  &  1 
Send  you  ye.  Map  wh.  Mr.  Luckens !  Sent  heer  to  Mr.  Darlington4 5 
Last  Augest 

there  has  been  a  Civel  Warr  hear  A  bout  the  Stamp  act  butt 
for  ye.  purticklers  of  itt  I  Must  Refer  you  to  Cap'.  MaCloude  the 
Governor  ’  is  a  Rived.  and  ye.  pople  is  in  Raptures  with  him 
he  is  Determind  to  Live  in  paice  with  them  as  Long  as  he  Can 
which  I  blive  Cant  be  of  an  Dureation  he  is  very  afable  Sencable 
&  apears  to  be  a  Man  of  Sperritt,  &  Great  penitreation  Mr. 
Cowldan6  is  gon  to  ye.  Cuntry  after  acting  with  Greatt  Sperrett 
&  Resolution  I  Wated  on  him  when  I  came  heer  he  Tould  Me 
he  had  been  in  Greatt  hopes  of  Seeing  you  hear  I  find  he  & 

1  Governor  William  Franklin  of  New  Jersey. 

2  Normand  McLeod. 

3  John  Lukens,  surveyor  general  of  Pennsylvania. 

4  William  Darlington. 

5  Sir  Henry  Moore,  appointed  November  13,  1765. 

6  Lieut.  Governor  Cadwallader  Colden. 
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the  Gineral  Did  Nott  agree  in  Sentiments  the  Later  Indeavering 
to  plase  ye.  pople  however  Mr.  Cowldan  was  Determind  to 
Suport  ye.  perrogatife  of  ye.  house  of  Comons  and  wold  Nott 
be  Sweade  by  any  body  for  wL  he  Deserves  Creadatt  by  the 
Last  a  counts  from  England  its  blived.  Mr.  Pitt  is  Now  in  ye. 
Ministry  Mr.  Conaway  in  ye.  Warr  offise  6c  Mr.  Geo:  Grenville 
att  ye.  head  of  ye.  Treshey  6c  Tis  Said,  that  Lord  hallifax  is  Nott 
only  out  butt  in  Disgrace  with  ye.  King  as  Soon  as  I  have  Seen 
Governer  franklin  I  will  Write  you  Every  News  I  can  Lam  I 
am  with  Greatt  Esteem  6c  Regard 

your  Honours  Most 
To  the  Honourable  obedient  and  Most 

Sir  Will:  Johnson  Barr1.  Humble  Servant 

Johnson  Hall  Geo:  CROGHAN 

INDORSED:1 

New  York  Novbr.  18th.  1765 


George  Croghan  Esqrs. 

Letter  — 

FROM  HUGH  ARNOT 
Copy2 

Niag.  Nov.  19  1765 
Sir, 

Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you  a  court  of  Enquiry  in  regard  to  the 
murder  of  an  Indian  at  Detroit. 

I  have  not  acquainted  the  General  thereof,  as  he  orders  all 
things  relating  to  Indians  to  be  reported  to  you. 

Everything  is  quiet  here  at  present,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to 
keep  it  so,  at  least  if  necessary — Presents,  Provisions,  and 
Justice  from  traders  to  Indians  can  have  that  effect. 

There  are  Some  of  the  Senecas  propose  seeing  you  in  the 


1  In  Sir  William’s  hand. 

2  In  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Gilmor  Papers. 
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winter,  by  whom  I  shall  report  as  those  times  and  circumstances 
may  require. 

Sir,  etc 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Hugh  Arnot. 


COURT  OF  INQUIRY 

D. 


[ Niagara ,  Nov.  /9,  1765] 


Capt.  John]  Clarke  46,h  Regiment 
]  al  Artillery 
]  1 6th.  Regiment 
]  1 6th.  Regiment 
]  1 5th.  Regiment 
]  lien,  John  Lane,  James  McDameI,  John  Wink  [ 
]tman,  Batteaumen  Confined  by  L'.  Wi[lliams] 


Membe[rs] 


[  1  [ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 

[on  suspicio]n  of  Murdering  an  Indian  at  Detroit  [ 

[  Willi]  ams  informs  the  Court  that  on  the  Evening  [ 

]  ce  was  an  Indian  &  a  Squaw  seen  by  [ 

]  oit  drinking  with  some  Batteaumen  af[ 

]  t  on  the  2d.  of  November  the  Battoemen  [ 

]  ra,  &  that  about  1 2  a  Clock  the  same  day  this  [ 

]  an  came  to  the  Fort  to  inquire  if  they  knew  [ 
w]ho  he  was  afraid,  &  Suspected  those  Battoemfen 
[  th]  at  two  days  after  the  Body,  of  the  Indian  W[ 
]d  on  the  Shore,  about  one  hundred  Yards  ab[ 

]  en  had  layed  the  Evening  before  their  dr  [ 

]  ans  found  the  Body,  the  reported  it  to  Col  [ 

[  ]  he  would  send  a  Surgeon  to  Examin  [ 

[  ]  ion  whither  or  not  the  Indian  [ 

]  the  Surgeon  was,  that  from  W  [ 

[  ]  that  the  Indian  had  b[ 


1  Date  and  names  in  brackets  from  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  292, 
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[  ]  with  the  [  ] 

[  ]  them  that  [  1 

[  ]  the  Man  answering  [  1 

[  ]  to  another  Battoe,  insist  [  ] 

[  ]  wh  [  ]  they  did  not  refuse,  a  [  ] 

]  Committed  any  thing  amiss 
]  his  name  is  Matthew  Gard[ner 
]  there  was  a  report  of  an  [ 

which  was  alleged  against  th[  1 

That  on  their  way  from  [ 
with  the  said  Gardner  were  taking  [ 


the  Garrison,  but  that  on  their  Arri  [ 
his  Escape;  they  also  know  him  to  [ 

&  that  he  has  a  Wife  &  Children  there  [ 

Countryman  he  is,  answers  he  is  [  ] 

Charles  Brason  Battoeman  [ 

Battoe  with  Gardner,  Corroborates  ever  [ 
the  Prisoners,  &  that  he  the  said  Gardner  [ 

same  Battoe  with  him  but  that  he  s[  ] 

the  Prisoners.  — 

It  appears  to  the  Court  [ 

should  be  released  —  and  that  the  [  ] 


[  ]s  by  Lieu1.  Williams  of  the  1  7 A  Reg1.  [  ] 

FROM  HUGH  WALLACE 

A.  L.  S. 

[New  York ]  21 sl.  NoV.  1765 


]  for  some  time  past  in  [  ] 

[  ]  had  not  the  pleasure  of  [  ] 

]  your  Son1  was  here,  I  should  [  ] 

em]  brace  the  Opperty  of  shewing  [  ] 

[  ]  in  my  Power. 


1  John  Johnson. 
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[receiv]ed  your  kind  Letter  of  [ 

[  ]  pleased  to  find  Indian  affai[rs 

[  ]n  so  good  a  footing.  I  have  se[nt 

[  ]  since,  who  has  given  me  a  full  [ 

[  ]  Affair.  I  cannot  yet  get  y[ou 

[  ]ys  of  Mr.  Cosbys1  Lands,  unles[s 
[  ]  any  Inclination  to  purchase.  A[ 

[  ]  gladly  avoid  for  reasons  y[ou 

[  ]  ill  conceive  —  its  close  to  Mr.  Co  [sby 

I  am  told  we  are  likely  [  ] 

[  ]  fall,  when  I  shall  talk  [  ] 

[  ]  you.  We  are  realy  ha[ 

[  ]  tion,  all  Business  [ 

[  2i 

[  ]  doubt  [  —  ] 

[  ]  New  York  [  ] 

[  ]  &  Assembly  [  ] 

[  ]  tumults,  nor  ever  men[ 

[  ]  they  are  to  address  him  —  [ 

[  ]  have  Peace  &  Quiet  — 

]  from  my  Friends  in  Ireland  [  ] 

]  about  a  Harper,  but  they  [  ] 

]  are  verry  scarce,  &  out  of  I  [reland  ] 

]  ,  &  say  Wales  is  the  best  place  [ 

[  Th]e  Pipers  I  suppose  is  gone  [  ] 

[  ]  an  Idle  Fellow,  &  I  fear  le  [st 

]  usually  from  the  Kingdom  lon[g  ] 

Col°.  Campbell3  of  ye.  [  ] 

[Cap1.]  Howard4  of  D°.  from  Detroit  &  [  ] 


1  Captain  William  Cosby. 

2  Lines  burned  off. 

3  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
at  Detroit. 

4  Captain  William  Howan 
ilimackinac. 
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[  ]  have  send  down  Accols.  to  be  pa  [id  ] 

]  Generali  says  he  will  write  you  [  ] 

]  have  orders  to  receive  the  [  ] 

]  Generali  would  pay  them  [ 

[  ]  ,  but  he  says  he  will  [  ] 

]  first  apply  to  you  [  ] 

1  .  '! 

]  nd  Invitat  [  1 

]  that  it  would  be  agree  [able 

[  ]  must  deny  ourselves  [ 

[  ]  time  —  My  CompR  [  ] 

|  believe  me  with  much  [  1 

sinjcerity 

Dear  Sir 


Your  most  Obed'  Hum1  Serv’ 
Hugh  Walla [ce] 

FROM  PETER  VERGEREAU 

L.  S. 

New  York  November  [22,  1765] 

[Sir  Wi]lliam  Jonson 

Sir, 

its  about  three  mon[ths  ] 

Since  I  had  the  honour  with  Thos.  Ackerson 
of  Schoharry  at  your  ould  Fort  to  converge] 
wi]th  you  about  the  Pattoning  a  Certain 
[  tr]  act  of  vacant  Land  within  a  fue 
]s  of  SchoT.,  which  is  remarkable 
]  Particulars  that  you  may  Rememb[er] 
his  Excellency  the  Gouverner 
[  ]  g  now  Arived,  And  Possably  your 

[info]rmations  Relative  to  the  Purchase  ] 


1  Lines  burned  off. 
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[  ]  lands  from  the  natives  I  shall  [ 

[  ]  to  have  the  information  your  [  ] 

[  ]  was  Pleasd  to  promise 

Your  favouring  this  [  ] 

will  oblidge  your  [ 

[  ] 

’My  direction  is 
To 

Peter  Vergereau 

Near  the  Fly  market 

To  SiR  William  Jonson 

ADDRESSED : 

To 

Sir  William  Jonson 
at 

Jonson  Hall 
BILL  OF  JOHN  BROWN 

D. 

Schonactady,  Nov  [ember  28,  1765] 
]  William  Johnson 

Bo* 1,  of  John  Brown 

[  ]  of  Cotten  at  3/6  pr  w.  .£0.  .  14.  .0 

[  ]  of  Chocolate  —  2/6...  — .  .  10.  .0 

]  Buttons  1  /3  for  d° .  . - 5  — 

Osna]  brigs  for  the  Bag -  1  10 

£1 . . 10. . 10 

[  ]  Accts:  D°  1  Bottell  Spr'.  Laverder 

2/6 

ADDRESSED : 

For 

[Sir]  William  Johnston 

- _  £ 

1  These  words  in  another  hand,  3 
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TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Novbr.  29th.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  Your  Letter  of  the 
18th.  Ins1.,2  enclosing  the  Acctts.  wL  I  transmitted  &  agreable  to 
your  directions  I  herewith  send  You  the  Several  AccUs.  after  a 
form.  Sent  me  formerly  by  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst,  which  I  hope 
will  be  agreable  to  You. 

The  Vouchers  for  the  last  half  Years  payment  which  I 
received,  and  that  which  is  now  to  be  received  I  have  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Darlington3  who  will  deliver  them. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  drawn  ye.  Acc".  of  Officers 
pay  afresh,  having  in  my  last  thro  hurry  omitted  charging  Mr. 
Perthui’s,4  notwithstanding  he  was  appointed  February  last,  and 
that  I  had  advanced  him  the  greatest  part  of  his  Sallary.  — 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  find  You  are  pleased  with  the  present 
Aspect  of  Indian  Affairs,  &  I  hope  I  may  Soon  be  enabled  to 
keep  everry  thing  on  the  same  Tranquill  footing.  —  What  I  am 
most  apprehensive  of  at  present  is  the  imprudence  of  the  Frontier 
Virginians,  who  have  given  some  trouble  to,  &  thrown  out  some 
threats  agsl.  the  Northeren,  &  Westeren  Indians  passing  that  way 
against  the  Cherokees,  with  whom  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon 
as  yet  to  make  Peace,  neither  can  they  be  restrained  from  Sending 
out  large  Parties,  especially  as  they  have  expected  Deputys  from 
the  Southward  to  sue  for  Peace  this  considerable  time  past,  in 
consequence  of  Governour  Fauquiers  letter  to  me,5  but  no  such 
Deputys  are  arrived.  —  I  have  heard  enough  of  the  conduct  of  the 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft  in  New  York  State  Library 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:873-74. 

3  William  Darlington  of  New  York  City. 

4  Louis  Perthuis,  interpreter. 

6  July  22,  1765;  ante  pp.  863-64. 
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New  Yorkers  they  may  make  Gulls  of  a  Few  Traders  in  England, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  impose  upon  the  Govern¬ 
ment  with  their  little  practices,  altho  they  Seem  in  America  of  a 
different  Opinion,  8c  alledge  that  nothing  but  Violent  measures, 
will  now  procure  redress.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient  8c 

Genrl.  Gage  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 


INDORSED : 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson 

29th.  Nov.  1765. 
received  Decr.  8th.  — 


answd.  — 


INDIAN  DISBURSEMENTS 

A.  D.  S3 

Johnson  Hall  Novbr.  30th.  1765  — 

Disbursements  on  Acctl.  of  the  Indians,  Viz*. 

To  the  Am1,  of  the  Acc11.  of  L1.  Co11.  John  Cambell  Commds. 
the  1  7th.  Regm1.  at  Detroit,  to  the  1 0th.  of 
April  1765  as  P  Vouchers  in  my  hands  -  £271  .  .  7.  .  7J/2 

will  appear . J 

To  the  Am1,  of  the  Acc1.  of  Capt.  Wm. 

Howard2  Commanding  at  Michilimacinac  to  y  342 .  .  1 8 .  .  2 

ye.  1st  of  July  as  P  Vouchers . 

To  the  Amount  of  the  Acc*.  of  L*.  D. 

Brehm3  Ass1.  Engineer  at  Detroit  to  the  1 st.  >  95 .  .  1 7  — 

of  September  1765,  as  P  Vouchers . 


1  In  New  York  State  Historical  Association,  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 

2  Captain  William  Howard  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

3  Lieut.  Dietrich  Brehm  of  62d.  regiment. 
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To  the  Am1,  of  the  Acc*.  of  L1.  Jn.  Wynne1  | 
of  the  46th.  Regm*.  Commds.  at  Fort  Erie,  to  > 
the  26th.  of  June  1  765,  As  'p  Vouchers.  .  .  . 


16. .15. .6 


£726.  .18.  .31/2 

Currency 
Errors  Excepted 

WM.  Johnson 


FROM  DAN  TUCKER 
Copy2 3 

Royal  Block  house  Jsl.  Decemr.  1765 

Sir  William 

Your  favour  of  the  16,h.  Novbr.  was  handed  me  some  days 
ago,  agreable  to  which  Mr.  David  Fowler '  is  Victualled  at  this 
Post.  —  I  return  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  Answer  to  my  Letter 
directed  [to]  Lord  Adam  Gordon.  I  must  acquaint  you  the 
reason  of  my  Application  thro  that  Channel  was  from  some 
Expressions  of  friendship  his  Lordship  made  at  this  place;  And 
no  Employm*.  Occur’d  to  me  that  would  have  been  so  agreable 
to  me  as  an  Office  in  your  Departmt  which  I  prefer  to  my  present 
Situation,  having  formerly  mention’d  it  to  Capt.  Clause  by  a 
Letter  dated  when  at  Fort  Pitt,  but  had  not  the  pleasure  of  his 
answer.  I  imagine  it  miscarried.  I  am.  Sir  William,  etc  etc 

Dan.  Tucker 


1  Lieut.  John  Wynne  of  the  46th  regiment. 

2  In  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Original  destroyed 
by  fire. 

3  An  Indian  pupil  of  Eleazar  Wheelock  who  went  to  teach  in  the 
Oneida  area. 
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FROM  J.  J.  SCHLOSSER 

Copy 1 2 3 

Fort  Stamoix  3d.  December  1765 

Sir. 

As  there  Letters  directed  in  this  Pacquet  for  you,  finding  they 
have  been  Sunk  coming  over  the  Lake 

It  would  be  very  obliging  of  you  to  let  it  be  known  further 
down,  how  Letters  are  used. 

I  have  no  news  to  acquaint  you  with  what  concerns  Duty. 
Sir!  I  have  the  honour  to  remain 

&c  &c 

J.  J.  SCHLOSSER' 

ADDRESSED : 

To  on  his  Majesty’s  Service 

Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet 
at  Johnson  Hall 

JOHN  JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

A.  L.  S* 

London  Half  Moon  Street  Piccadilly  14t,\  Dechr.  1765 
Dear  Sir 

I  received  Your  verry  friendly  letter  two  day  ago  and  rejoice 
much  to  hear  of  Your  safe  return  after  so  verry  disagreable  a 
journey  and  time  as  you  must  have  had  Am  Sorry  wee  cou’d  not 
have  pleasure  of  Meeting  at  N.  York  Which  I  expected  from 
the  Accounts  wee  had  before  I  left  Albany  — 

Wee  Arrived  here  18th.  Ult°.  after  a  tolerable  passage  of 

1  In  Oneida  County  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y.  The  original 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

2  Lieut.  J.  J.  Schlosser,  not  to  be  confused  with  Capt.  John  Joseph 
Schlosser  who  commanded  at  Niagara. 

3  In  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Cadwalader  Collection. 
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four  Weeks  in  which  nothing  Material  happen’d  except  the 
Breaking  our  tiller  one  night  in  a  hard  Gale  which  put  us  all  in 
great  confusion  as  there  was  not  a  second  one  in  the  Ship  lucky 
for  us  it  broke  about  three  foot  from  the  Rudder  which  inabled 
them  to  splice  it  and  by  that  means  it  Was  as  good  as  ever  —  the 
Character  You  have  of  Lord  Adam  Gordon  is  such  as  no  Man 
is  More  deserving  of  and  as  \  ou  imagined  have  been  introduced 
to  many  of  the  first  People  here  of  his  acquaintence  both  in  and 
out  of  place  I  am  convinced  the  Tour  I  am  About  will  be  for 
my  interest  for  ^Vhich  reason  I  ^Cill  endeavour  to  make  the  time 
as  easy  to  myself  as  possible  but  be  Assured  I  like  America  and 
the  retired  life  I  led  there  much  better  than  this  the  Gracious 
reception  I  met  with  from  My  Royal  Master  was  beyond  my 
expectation  for  on  the  fourth  day  After  my  Arrival  When  I  was 
presented  His  Majesty  was  most  Graciously  pleased  to  knight 
me  —  I  have  been  presented  likewise  to  the  Queen,  &  Duke  of 
York  Who  received  me  Verry  Graciously  — 

I  am  Still  in  hopes  there  will  be  something  done  with  regard 
to  the  Indian  department  this  Session  —  Lord  Darthmout  done 
me  the  honor  of  a  Vissit  the  other  day  (Who  is  the  first  Lord 
of  the  Board  of  trade)  and  told  me  that  he  much  liked  the  Plan 
for  the  Indian  department  &  Was  Still  in  hopes  it  wou’d  be 
carried  through  this  Winter  — 

I  take  the  hints  Y ou  were  so  verry  kind  to  write  me,  in  a  verry 
friendly  Manner,  And  You  may  be  Assured  I  shall  return  to 
America  With  a  free  Heart  —  As  I  believe  I  have  much  the 
Same  Opinion  of  the  London  Dames  (though  I  have  seen  verry 
few  as  yet)  that  You  have  &  think  my  own  Country  Women  as 
Handsome  — 

Our  Countrymen  are  verry  Riotous  and  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  their  friend  here  to  do  anything  for  them  I  shou’d  imagine  they 
must  yield  at  last  as  I  believe  from  what  I  have  heard  the  Stamp 
Act  will  not  be  reapealed  — 

I  shou’d  be  glad  to  heare  from  You  and  if  any  news  that  you’d 
lett  me  know  it  for  be  Assured  there  is  no  Person  can  Wish  more 
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Sincerely  for  Your  Happiness  and  success  in  all  Your  desires 
than  he  Who  takes  the  liberty  to  Subscribe  himself 

Your  Most  Sinceer  Friend 
and  Hble  Sevant  — 

John  Johnson 


ADDRESSED  : 

For 

Coll :  George  Croghan 


TO  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.1 

Johnson  Hall  Decbr.  21st.  1765 

Dear  Sir  — 

I  have  had  the  favour  of  yr.  letter  of  the  24,hr_Ult°.2  for 
some  days  by  me  on  AccH.  of  my  being  Abroad,  &  the  Com¬ 
munication  between  this  &  Schenectady  being  Stopped  Several 
days  by  the  Ice.  — 

(The  Nature  of  the  Charges  against  Cap*.  Howard3  are  as 
You  describe  them,  and  I  believe  may  arise  cheifly  from  the 
Jealousy  of  some  of  the  Traders,  who  were  desireous  of  the 
same  indulgence  with  those  he  permitted  to  go  amongst  the 
Indians,  they  do  not  appear  to  amount  to  any  positive  accusa¬ 
tions  of  private  Interest.)4 

I  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  Cap1.  Howard  with  another 
from  L*.  Co11.  Campbell5  mentioning  the  Ill  disposition  of  the 
Ottawaes,  &  the  Steps  some  of  them  have  taken  to  bring  in  their 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library;  draft,  dated  Dec.  14,  1765,  but 
destroyed  by  fire,  is  listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  294. 

2  Johnson  Papers,  4:878-79. 

3  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michillimackinac. 

4  This  second  paragraph  was  printed  as  an  extract  in  Johnson  P apers, 

4:871-72. 

5  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 
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Neighbours,  together  with  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  from  a  Frenchman 
at  the  Miamis  Who  promised  Mr.  Croghan  to  give  Cap*.  Morris' 
constant  Intelligence,  &  now  writes  in  consequence  thereof,  “That 
the  P ottaWaiamies  of  S'.  Joseph  have  sent  twice  to  desire  a  Cer¬ 
tain  Cheif  of  the  Miamis  to  come  to  them,  which  he  refused  to  do, 
saying  he  had  heard  Mr.  Croghans  Speech  &  would  not  listen  to 
any  bad  Speeches,  that  ye.  Pottawattamies  &  Chippawaes  have 
formed  a  Conspiracy  against  Us,  in  which  five  Cheifs  are  con¬ 
cerned,  that  the  Grand  Sauteur  is  gone  to  S'.  Joseph  with  Belts 
to  speak  to  all  the  Nations  towards  Detroit  &  Michilimackinac, 
&  Ananquiere  is  to  address  those  on  the  W ab ache  to  tell  them 
that  a  french  Cheif  is  to  come  to  them  this  Autumn  or  the  next 
Spring,  &  that  they  were  to  attack  the  Detroit  at  this  time  but 
have  put  it  off  till  Spring,  that  the  French  Traders  from  the 
Illinois  tell  the  Indians  on  the  Wabache  that  they  shall  want  for 
nothing  from  them,  but  that  no  Merchandize  will  come  from 
Detroit.”  this  is  the  Sum  of  what  he  writes,  I  leave  You  to 
Judge  how  far  these  Articles  may  be  depended  upon,  for  my 
own  part  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  in  that  Quarter  may  not¬ 
withstanding  all  our  pains  become  dissaffected  thro  the  Artifices 
of  the  French  who  will  be  busy  amgsl.  them  so  long  as  they 
have  any  intercourse  with  them,  and  in  ye.  present  unsettled 
state  of  my  Department  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  prevent,  or 
defeat  their  projects.  — 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  Murder^  of  an  Indian  lately  at 
Detroit  Supposed  to  be  committed  by  a  Battoe  Man  an  Inhabi¬ 
tant  of  Schenectady,  L'.  Williams* 2  overtook  a  Boat  which  left 
Detroit  imediately  after,  &  caused  them  to  be  apprehended. 
Cap'.  Arnout3  ordered  a  Court  of  Enquiry  wh.4  I  now  Send  You, 
but  from  the  Circumstance  of  a  certain  Matthew  Gardners 
Escape,  I  beleive  him  to  be  the  Person  guilty,  &  shall  write 

'Captain  Thomas  Morris  of  the  17th  regiment. 

2  Lieutenant  Samuel  Williams  of  the  1  7th  regiment. 

3  Captain  Hugh  Arnot  of  the  46th  regiment, 

4  Ante  pp.  971-74, 
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to  have  him  apprehended  at  Schenectady,  least  the  Inds.  Should 
be  discontended  thereat,  or  make  use  of  it  as  an  Argument  in 
case  they  are  disposed  to  break  with  us.  — 

1  think  the  Sooner  the  Shawanese  &ca.  are  Condoled  with  the 
better,  Mr.  McKee’  can  easily  do  it  at  Fort  Pitt  by  Mr.  Croghans 
directions  who  understands  the  Ceremony  usual  on  such  Occa¬ 
sions  verry  well.  Tho  it  is  but  a  Matter  of  Form,  the  omission 
of  it  would  be  taken  verry  Ill,  a  parcel  of  black  Strouds  are 
to  be  given  for  Mourning  as  well  as  for  covering  the  Graves  of 
the  deceased,  Several  Belts  of  Wampum  are  also  necessary, 
besides  presents  to  the  Familys  that  Sufferred  &  to  the  Cheifs,  the 
Whole  expence  of  which  may  amount  to  about  £100,  less  will 
make  no  appearance. 

When  the  Senecas  Yeilded  up  the  Carry?,  place  they  did 
not  Stipulate  for  their  being  Carriers,  the  only  Stipulation  they 
made  was  that  it  should  be  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Crown  &  I 
beleive  it  is  [not]  an  Article  they  will  never  expect  to  be 
indulged  in,  provided  their  Treatment  in  other  Respects  is 
Agreable,  the  Grand  design  of  all  Indians  in  such  Grants  or 
Cessions  is  to  purchase  a  better  T  reatment,  i.e.  provisions  Some¬ 
times,  &  a  few  presents,  how  far  the  present  Restrictions  will 
admit  of  that,  or  any  other  compensation  You  may  easily  con¬ 
ceive.  — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
Dear  Sir 

His  Excellency  Your  most  Obedient,  and 

Genrl.  Gage  —  Most  Humble  Servant 

WM.  Johnson 

P.  S.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  have  your  advice  w*. 

Steps  Should  be  taken  relative 
to  the  Suspected  Murderer.  — 


1  Alexander  McKee,  deputy  agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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INDORSED: 

Sr.  Wm.  Johnson  Bar1. 

21st.  Decr.  1765. 
received  Decr.  29th.  — 

Enclosing  a  Court  of  Enquiry 
held  at  Niagara  — 
answd. 

JOURNAL  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

[Johnson  Hall,  Dec.  24  -  25,  1765] 

Decemr.  24th.  —  Six  Conojhares  arrived  here  who  acquainted 
Sir  Wm.  that  they  were  sent  by  their  Nation,  or  Village  on 
business  —  Namely  Paulas,  Hendrick's  Son,  Nickus,  alias  Kana- 
dyora,  Tafyarihogoe,  Caristagia,  Joseph,  and  Teyahare,  —  and 
that  as  soon  as  two  more  who  were  coming  on  the  same  business 
were  arrived,  they  wou’d  be  glad  to  have  a  Hearing.  — 

25th.  —  Gighneota,  and  Soghsonorvane  arrived,  and  they  all 
entered  the  Council  Room,  when  T afyarihogoe  spoke  as  follows — 
vizh  — 

Brother  Warraghiyagey.  — 

Last  Year  when  a  Deputation  of  the  Six  Nations  were 
resolved  with  the  unanimous  Consent  of  the  whole  Confederacy 
to  go  to  England  in  Order  to  lay  some  Grievances  before  the 
King,  which  they  found  they  cou’d  not  get  redressed  here,  you 
told  them  not  to  go,  and  that  you  wou’d  lay  their  well  founded 
Complaints  before  the  King’s  Servants,  which  wou’d  answer  as 
well  as  if  they  went,  and  that  thereby  they  wou’d  avoid  the 
Dangers  of  such  a  Voyage.  —  Brother  —  We,  and  the  Six 
Nations  have  ever  since  impatiently  expected  to  hear  whether 
any  Notice  had  been  taken  of  our  Situation,  or  Case  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  you,  wherefore  we  now  by  this  Belt  of  Wampum 


1  In  Canadian  Archives,  Indian  Records,  Volume  7. 
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request  you  will  Open  your  mind  freely  to  us,  and  let  us 
know  whether  you  have  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  from  home 
relative  to  our  affairs,  which  we  begin  to  fear  are  not  thought 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  King,  or  his  great  People,  whom 
we  trusted  would  see  Justice  done  us.  — 

A  Belt  of  8  Rows.  — 

Brother.  — 

We  are  also  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  our  Village  is  in 
the  greatest  want  of  a  Smith  to  mend  &  make  our  Utensils  for 
Hunting,  and  Tillage,  as  we  are  not  able  to  pay  one,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  Game  in  our  parts,  occasioned  by  numbers  of 
People  daily  settling  in  our  Country,  as  well  as  by  the  Encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  Canada  Indians  on  our  Hunting  Grounds,  all  which 
we  beg  you  will  take  into  Consideration,  as  our  hopes,  &  depend- 
ance  are  entirely  on  you.  —  Brother.  —  We  have  also  to 
request  of  you  a  little  assistance  towards  repairing  the  Fences 
of  our  Corn  Lands,  whereby  we  may  be  enabled  to  raise  Pro¬ 
visions  for  the  support  of  our  Families,  and  not  to  be  further 
troublesome  to  you  on  that  account. 

To  which  Sir  Wm.  answered.  — 

Brethn.  of  Conojahare  — 

I  have  fully,  and  faithfully  represented  your  Situation,  and 
Circumstances,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rest  of  your  Confederacy  to 
the  People  in  Power  in  England,  but  have  not  as  yet  heard  their 
Resolutions  thereon,  owing  to  Changes  among  the  great  People 
at  home,  as  well  as  to  the  multiplicity  of  other  business  before 
them,  but  as  the  great  Assembly  of  the  Nation  are  now  to  meet 
on  business,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  settle  all  matters  before 
them  properly,  and  you  may  be  assured  it  will  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  give  you,  and  the  rest  a 
Satisfactory  answer  on  the  Points  complained  of.  until  then  I  must 
desire  you  will  be  easy  in  your  minds,  and  rest  assured  of  his 
Majesty’s  Justice,  and  Regard  for  all  good  Indians.  — 

A  Belt.  — 
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Brethren.  — 

As  I  expect  every  thing  relative  to  my  Department  will  then 
also  be  settled,  and  regulated,  I  must  desire  you  will  not  think  of 
being  indulged  with  a  Smith  in  your  Village,  unless  allowed  by 
that  great  body  whose  Determination  must  direct  my  Conduct, 
in  the  main  time,  as  I  am  sensible  of  your  Distresses  for  the  want 
of  one,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  pay  the  man  you  recommended, 
or  any  other  of  the  neighbouring  Smiths  for  such  necessary 
Work  as  your  Village  only,  may  want  to  be  done,  until  I  hear 
from  home;  and  this  you  may  let  your  People  know  on  your 
Return,  and  that  I  will  also  assist  you  in  the  Repairs  of  your 
Fences,  in  hopes  that  you  will  a  less  burthen  to  Government 
in  the  article  of  Provisions  that  you  have  hitherto  been.  —  Sir 
Wm.  then  shewed  them  a  Letter  he  had  wrote  to  Van  Dreisen1 
agreeable  to  their  desire,  desiring  him  to  be  at  their  village  on 
Monday  the  6th.  of  Jany.,  and  bring  with  him  such  Papers,  and 
Evidences,  as  might  serve  to  clear  up  the  Point  in  dispute  between 
him  and  them  — 


FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 

A.  L.  S.2 

New  York  Decr.  25th.  1765. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  Favor  of  the  29th.  of  Novr.3 4 5  which  the 
hurry  of  a  Packet  prevented  Me  from  Answering  Sooner. 
Y our  Accounts  arrived  safe,  and  every  thing  relative  to  them  has 
been  Settling  with  M1.  Darlington.1 

No  News  has  been  received  from  Captain  Stirling1  since  he 

1  Henry  Van  Driessen.  Letter  of  October  18,  ante  pp.  956-57. 

2  In  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library. 

3  Artie  pp.  976-77. 

4  William  Darlington  of  New  York  City. 

5  Captain  Thomas  Stirling. 
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left  Sciota,  or  from  Major  Farmar1  since  he  left  Ibbeville. 
The  next  ships  from  Florida  May  perhaps  bring  News  about 
him  tho  I  should  think  it  full  Time  to  hear  Something  by  the 
way  of  Fort  Pitt,  A  good  Many  Shawnese  and  Delawares 
went  with  Cap'.  Stirling. 

By  the  last  Letters,  they  seem  much  tired  of  the  Expense  of 
Supporting  the  Forts,  and  have  it  in  their  Thoughts  to  Abandon 
the  whole.  I  don  t  know  what  Effect  that  measure  might  have 
upon  our  Indian  Affairs.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  for  your 
Opinion  how  such  a  step  might  effect  the  Trade,  keeping  up  the 
Interest  we  wish  to  Maintain  with  the  Indians,  or  give  too  much 
Latitude  to  the  French  to  cabal  again  with  them  and  animate 
them  against  us.  If  they  are  useless  the  sooner  they  are  abandoned 
the  better.  I  know  but  one  good  Effect  it  might  at  present  have, 
which  would  be  to  ease  the  Jealousy  of  the  Indians,  who  have 
looked  upon  our  Forts  with  an  Evil  Eye,  as  if  they  were  meant 
to  promote  some  bad  Design.  But  whether  it  would  not  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  more  mischief  hereafter  is  to  be  considered.  The  present 
Plan  may  be  too  extensive  to  answer  our  Purposes  of  Trade  &ca. 
but  I  am  in  Doubt  about  them,  whether  it  would  be  adviseable  to 
abandon  them  entirely  and  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for 
your  Sentiments  at  large  upon  this  Subject. 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 
SR.  WM.  JOHNSON  Bar*.  humble  Servant, 

Tho8.  Gage 

INDORSED: 

NYork  Decr.  25th.  1 765  — 


From  Gen1.  Gage 


1  Major  Robert  Farmar,  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres. 
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FROM  THOMAS  GAGE 
Contemporary  Copy 1 

New  York  DecT.  30^.  1765 

Copy./. 

Dear  Sir, 

Captain  Stirling2 3  got  Safe  to  the  Ilinois  on  the  9th.  of  October, 
and  came  so  unexpectedly  and  Suddenly  upon  them  that  there 
was  no  time  to  form  Plots,  or  to  cabal  against  him.  He  imme¬ 
diately  got  possession  of  Fort  Chartres,  which  he  Says  is  the 
best  Fort  in  America.  The  Indians  were  at  first  frightened,  and 
came  running  with  Pipes  of  Peace  &  Belts,  but  no  Sooner  Saw 
the  Smallness  of  his  Detachment,  than  they  became  very  Insolent, 
there  was  no  Account  of  Major  Farmar'  on  the  18L  of  October, 
but  I  hope  the  34th.  Reg1,  will  get  up  before  the  Winter.  Captain 
Stirling  Complains  of  the  want  of  an  Interpreter  or  Indian  Agent, 
&  I  write  to  Mr.  Croghan  to  Send  McK.ee,4 5  or  Smallman,  ’  who 
are  all  now  at  Philadelphia:  Wharton  &  C°.  intend  Sending  some 
Boat  Loads  of  Goods  from  Fort  Pitt  immediately,  unless  the 
Frost  setts  in  to  prevent  them.  A  Letter  from  One  of  the  Officers 
at  Fort  Chartres  says  near  4000  Indians  came  there  every  Year. 
The  French  have  formed  two  Settlements  on  the  Opposite  side 
of  the  River.  — 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  21st.  Ins1.6  inclosing  a  Court  of 
Enquiry  held  at  Niagara.  It’s  to  be  hoped  that  the  Murtherer 
may  be  discovered,  that  the  Savages  may  have  no  Pretence  to 
break  with  us.  The  Intelligence  You  have  Receivd  from  L*. 

1  In  William  L.  Clements  Library. 

2  Captain  Thomas  Stirling. 

3  Maj  or  Robert  Farmar,  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres. 

4  Alexander  McKee,  assistant  deputy  agent  at  Fort  Pitt. 

5  Major  Thomas  Smallman. 

6  Ante  pp.  981-84. 
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Colo*.  Campbell1  &  Capt  Howard2  may  be  true  or  false,  but  we 
have  Reason  to  Suspect  the  Pouteatamies,  who  have  been  ready 
for  all  Mischief,  and  don  t  seem  ever  to  have  been  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  us.  And  the  Chippewas  are  People  of  the  Same 
Character.  The  Ottawas  seemed  a  better  kind  of  Indian,  and  we 
had  reason  to  hope  from  Pondiac’s  Behavior,  that  he  &  his 
Nation  were  now  reconciled.  Lieut  Colob  Campbell  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  upon  his  guard,  and  thro’  means  of  the  Hurons,  may  be 
able  to  learn  the  truth  of  these  Reports  — 

I  have  Wrote  to  Capt.  Murray3  at  Fort  Pitt,  about  Condoling 
the  Shawnese  in  the  manner  You  desire,  &  have  mentioned  the 
Same  thing  to  Mr.  Croghan.  Capt.  Murray  can  do  it  if  there  is 
any  Person  who  can  Assist  him  as  Interpreter,  but  it  might  be 
better  if  McKee  was  present,  &  I  imagine  that  Mr.  Croghan  will 
send  him  up  — 

With  Respect  to  the  Supposed  Murtherer  of  the  Indian,  I 
imagine  he  may  be  taken  up  on  the  Evidences  of  the  Persons 
Examined  at  Niagara,  or  perhaps  the  Court  of  Enquiry  may  be 
Sufficient:  And  on  that  Account  I  return  it  to  You.  And  if  the 
Discription  of  Him  &  the  Circumstances  which  shall  Appear 
further  on  his  Examination  are  transmitted  to  the  Detroit  proper 
Evidences  may  be  procured  there  to  prosecute  him  — 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson  Barb  &ca  — 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  the  1  7th  regiment,  commandant 
at  Detroit. 

2  Captain  William  Howard,  commandant  at  Michilimackinac. 

3  Captain  William  Murray,  commandant  at  Fort  Pitt. 
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EQUIVALENTS  FOR  BARTER  OF  GOODS  AND  SKINS 

Copy 1 

[ -  /765?]2 

A  Strowd  of  2  yards  long  to  be  sold  at  2  large  Bevers  or  3 
dressed  bucks 

Strowd  Stockings  to  be  sold  for  a  Buck  Skin 
Penniston  Stockings  of  1  year  &  Ya  —  a  good  Doe  Skin  or  small 
Bever  Skin 

Womens  Worsted  Stocking  P  pair  a  good  Buck  Skin 
Womens  Yarn  Stockings  —  a  Martin,  or  small  Doe 
Childrens  Stockings  —  2  Musquash  or  small  Racoon 
Men  or  Womens  large  white  Blankets  1  large  &  1  small  Bever 
or  2  large  Bucks 

White  Blankets  of  24  Blkts  in  a  peice  2  middleing  Bevers,  or  a 
large  buck  &  a  Doe 

D°  of  30  to  a  ps  for  Children  —  1  large  Beaver,  or  2  Does 
Mens  Penniston  Coats  wtb  Gimps  3  Bucks,  or  2  Bever 
Boys  D°,  of  1 6  years  old  wtb  D°  —  2  Middleing  Bever,  or 
3  Does 

Childrens  D°  with  D°  —  1  Buck,  or  Midd&  Bever 
Mens  Coarse  Garlix  Shirts  1  Buck,  or  1  Middleing  Bever 
Mens  Ruffled  Shirts  2  Bucks  or  2  middleing  D°.  or  2  otters,  or  7 
Racoons 

Childrens  Shirts  from  five  to  two  years  old  a  Doe  Skin  or  2  large 
Raccoons 

Black  Wampum  P  C1  if  good  1  small  Bever  1lb  j/4 
white  Wampum  p  O  2  large  Racoons,  or  1  Martin  Skin 
Cutteau  large  knives  —  1  large  Raccoon,  or  3  Musquash 
Small  knives  for  Women  1  Small  Racoon  or  2  Musquash 

1  Printed  in  Illinois  Historical  Collections,  10:402-4;  in  Sir  William’s 
hand;  document  in  mutilated  form  was  printed  in  Johnson  Papers, 

4:893-96. 

2  Listed  in  Johnson  Calendar,  p.  296,  at  close  of  year  1  765. 
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1  Ps  of  best  Roll  Gartering  1  Bever,  or  2  Doe  Skins,  or  6 

Racoons 

2  fathom  of  Ribbond  —  1  Buck,  or  Middle  Sized  Bever 
1  pound  of  Virmillion  —  2  Bevers,  or  3  Bucks,  - — 

1  fathom  Calicoe  —  1  Bever,  or  3  Doe  Skins 
1  D°  of  Calimancoe  —  1  middleing  Bever,  or  2  Doe  Skins 
Large  Silk  Handkercheifs  —  1  Bever,  or  2  good  Doe  Skins 
Brass  Kettles  as  they  Weigh  at  the  rate  of  1lb  Bever  ‘p  pound. 
Tin  or  Camp  Kettles  of  a  Gallon  1  Bever,  or  1  Buck  &  Doe 
Silver  Arm  Band  well  made,  4  Bucks,  or  3  Bevers 
Rist  band  Silver  D°  2  Bucks  or  2  small  Bevers 
Broches  of  Silver  —  1  Racoon1  Musquash 
1  pr  Silver  Ear  Bobs  —  1  good  Doe  Skin,  or  small  Bever 
large  Silver  Cross  —  1  buck,  or  middleing  Bever 
Womens  Silver  Hair  plate  large  4  bucks,  or  3  Bevers  large 
Gun  powder  1 lb  one  small  Bever,  or  1  middle  sized  buck 

3  bars  of  lead  —  one  buck  or  middleing  Bever 
1 2  Flints  —  1  Small  Racoon,  or  2  Musquash 
Looking  Glass  middle  sized  2  Racoons,  or  6  Musquash 
Emborsed  Serge,  a  Fathom  1  Buck,  or  midds  Bever 

Red  Trunks  according  to  the  Size  the  outside  or  largest  2  Bucks, 
or  2  middleing  Bevers 
the  middle  sized  D°  —  1  Buck,  or  Bever 
the  Smallest  2  Racoons  —  or  6  Musquash,  or  a  Martin 
Jews  Harps  6  for  a  large  Racoon 
Bever  Traps.  2  Bevers  middle  Sized,  or  2  Bucks 
Brass  Rings  6  for  a  small  Racoon,  or  2  Musquash 
Wire  by  the  Fathom  if  thick  1  Racoon,  if  verry  small  1 
Musquash 

horn  Combs,  2  for  a  Racoon,  or  3  Musquash  or  1  Mink 
3  Gallon  Cag  of  Rum,  3  large  Bevers  —  or  4  large  Bucks 
1 0  quart  Cag  of  Rum  —  2  large  &  1  Small  Bever,  or  3  bucks 
&  a  Doe 


1  “Each  or  three”  is  crossed  out  in  the  manuscript. 
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8  quart  Cag  of  D°  —  2  large  Bevers,  or  3  bucks 
6  quart  Cag  of  D°  —  1  large  &  1  Small  Bever  or  2  Does  &  1 
Buck 

4  quart  Cag  of  D°  —  1  large  Bever  —  or  2  Doe  Skins,  or  5 
Racoons 

the  Expence  of  a  Middle  Sized  Battoe  wth  3  Men  to  work  her  to 


Detroit  as  P  other  side  is 

£83 

4  — 

her  Cargoe  amte  in  Rum  &  Goods  to 

337 

15  — 

Cent  P  O.  profit  on  sd  Cargoe  at  Detroit  is 

337 

15  — 

Totall  .  .  . 

£800 

14  — 

the  Cargoe  &  Expence  deducted  being 

£442 

19  — 

£337 

15  — 

the  Expence  of  a  Battoe  to  Detroit  with  1 0  barrels  Rum  &  300 

pound  in  dry  Goods  amts  as  P  other  side  £442 

19  — 

The  Cargoe  of  a  middle  sized  Battoe  to  Detroit 

viz*  10  barrels 

Rum  & 

£300  in  light  or  dry  Goods  am,s  to  ) 
as  P  the  other  side . i 

£357 

15  — 

the  profits  to  be  Cent  P  C*  is  .  .  . 

£357 

15  — 

the  Expence  out  of  that  is  .  .  . 

£  90 

15  — 

Clear  Profit 

£267 

0  — 

Battoe  for  3  Hands  to  work  will  carry  1 0  barrels  of  Rum,  &  3 

Hundred  pounds  worth  of  dry  Goods  and  will  cost  at 

Schenectady 

£10 

— 

330  Gall5  Rum  at  3/6  P 

57 

15  — 

140  Cags  for  D°  at  2  P 

14 

— 

in  dry  Goods 

3  men  to  work  Sd  Battoe  at  26  days  to  Detroit 

300 

— 

at  6  P 

23 

8- 
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to  3  Men  returning  20  Days  at  6  P 

18 

— 

to  provisions  &  liquor  for  the  3  Men 

13 

16  — 

expence  at  the  Severall  carrying  places) 

z: 

comeing  &  returning  ( 

o 

£442 

19  — 

Cent  P  Cent  profit  on  the  Cargoe  is ) 

£357  15  — is  J 

£357 

15  — 

£800 

14- 

the  Expence  of  one  Battoe  as  above 

£85 

4  — 

£715 

10- 

the  am*  of  the  Cargoe  is 

£357 

15  — 

£357  15 
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ERRATA 


p.  431.  Petition  is  not  in  chronological  order,  but  accompanies 
the  preceding  document. 

p.  474.  Document  dated  November  1  7,  1  764,  should  appear 
in  order  on  page  468. 
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